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APRIL  16,  1861.— Seizure  of  Forts  Caswell  and  Johnston,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Col.  John  L.  Canticell,  Thirtieth  Worth  Garoliud  Militia. 

Fort  Caswell, 
Mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  April  1'/,  INOI. 
Sir:  For  the  iuformatiou  of  the  commander-iu  cliief  I  have  the 
houor  to  report  as  follows:  Early  on  the  moruiug  of  the  IGth  instant 
(yesterday)  I  received  an  order  by  telegraph  from  (Joldsborough, 
through  the  acting  adjutant-general,  directiug  me  to  proceed,  with 
such  of  the  force  under  luy  command  as  I  might  deem  requisite  for  the 
purpose,  to  Forts  Caswell  and  Johnston,  and  take  possession  of  the 
same  in  the  name  of  the  State,  with  instructions  that  the  measure  was 
one  of  precaution;  to  observe  strictly  a  peaceful  policy,  and  act  only 
on  the  defensive.  Accordingly  at  11  a.  m.  of  the  same  day  (orders 
having  been  issued  to  that  effect)  I  took  command  of  the  battalion 
composed  of  detachments  from  tlie  following  companies:  Wilmington 

*  Embraces  the.  Union  ,in(l  Confederate  reports  and  the  Union  correspondence,  i&c. 
Part  II  contains  the  Confcdor.ato  correspondence,  &.C. 
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Light  Infantry,  officered  by  Capt.  William  L.  De  Rosset,  First  Lieut. 
Robert  B.  MacRae,  Third  Lieut.  Henry  Savage — couimand  comprising 
four  sergeants  and  twenty-six  rank  and  tile;  German  Volunteers,  Capt. 
C.  Cornehlsen,  Second  Lieut.  II.  Voliers,  Third  Lieut.  G.  H.  W.  Runge— 
command  comprising  four  sergeants  and  twenty-seven  rank  and  file; 
Wilmington  Rifle  Guards,  Capt.  Oliver  Pendleton  Meares,  Second 
Lieut.  William  T.  Huggins,  Third  lieut.  Joshua  T.  James — command 
comprising  four  sergeants  and  twenty- three  rank  and  file;  Cape  Fear 
Artillery,  First  Lieut.  James  M.  Stevenson,  commanding.  Second  Lieut. 
Dougald  A.  Lamont,  Third  Lieut.  James  D.  Gumming — command  com- 
prising two  sergeants  and  eighteen  rank  and  file;  and  the  following 
staff  officers,  detached  from  the  regiment,  accompanied  the  commanil : 
James  D.  Radcliffe,  major  of  engineers;  Capt.  R.  (t.  Rankin,  quarter- 
master; Capt.  John  E.  Lippitt,  commissary;  Sergt.  William  A.  Lord, 
assistant  quartermaster;  Sergt.  Anthony  Dominie  Cazaux,  assistant 
commissary;  James  D.  McPeake,  regimental  orderly. 

Taking  up  the  line  of  march,  escorted  by  the  Cape  Fear  Rifles  (Capt. 
M.  M.  Hankins)  held  in  reserve,  I  embarked  the  command  on  board 
the  steamer  W.  W.  Harllee,  and  with  the  transport  schooner  Dolphin 
in  tow  proceeded  to  Fort  Johnston,  where,  arriving  at  4  p.  m.,  ui>on 
demand  the  fort  was  surrendered  under  protest  by  Ordnance  Sergeant 
Reilly.  At  this  post  I  detached  Ijieu tenant  Stevenson's  company  of 
artillery,  and  left  that  officer  in  command  of  the  fort.  The  remainder 
of  the  command  then  proceeded  to  Fort  Caswell,  where,  arriving  at 
O.liO  p.  m.,  upon  demand,  as  before,  the  fortification  property  was  sur- 
rendered by  Fort  Keeper  Russell  and  Ordnance  Sergeant  Darding- 
killer.  In  addition  to  the  parties  above  named,  I  found  Sergeant 
Walker,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  residing  at  the  fort,  each  with  his  fam- 
ily. Sergeant  Walker,  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  repeated 
attempts  to  communicate  with  his  Government,  was  placed  in  close 
confinement  to  his  quarters.  Orders  have  been  issued  to  remove  these 
sergeants  with  their  families  to  Smithville,  and  the  quartermaster  has 
been  instructed  to  provide  them  with  quarters  for  the  present.  Since 
I  have  taken  possession  of  the  forts,  seven  6-pounder  guns  at  Fort 
Jackson,  found  dismounted  and  stored,  have,  under  the  direction  of 
Major  Radcliffe,  assisted  by  Captain  De  Rosset,  been  mounted  and 
placed  in  battery  at  that  post.  I  find  this  fortification  (Fort  Caswell) 
in  a  dismantled  and  almost  totally  defenseless  condition,  there  being 
but  two  guns  mounted  (their  carriages  being  unserviceable)  and  no  other 
carriages  to  be  had  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  as  far  as  I  am  informed. 
For  particulars  as  to  the  condition  of  the  fortification,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge.* 

The  acting  adjutant-general,  Edward  Cantwell,  arrived  at  this  post 
this  day  on  a  tour  of  inspection  with  2,000  sand-bags  collected  in  Wil- 
mington, which  are  highly  acceptable  and  will  be  used  immediately  in 
the  defense  of  this  post.  I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  prompt 
attention  of  that  officer.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  thanks 
for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  this  command  have  responded  to  the 
orders  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  the  spirit  of  both  officers  and 
men.  I  have  as  yet  found  it  unnecessary  to  appoint  but  one  officer  of 
engineers  and  have  to  request  that  he  and  the  officers  of  my  regimental 
staff'  receive  their  commissions  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

For 

engineers; 

Unless  I 


•  Not  fouud. 


CHAP.  I.xilf.]  ENGAGEMENT   AT    BIG    BETHEL,  VA.  3 

am  adequately  re-enforced  or  am  prohibited  by  orders  from  you,  1  shall 
cause  the  lights  at  the  mouth  of  this  river  to  be  extinguished  to-morrow 
night,  the  present  garrison  being  totally  inadequate  to  the  defense  of 
the  post. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  CANTWELL, 
Colonel  Thirtieth  North  Carolina  Militia. 
Ab.tutant-Geneual, 

Raleiqh, 
[l-l 


JUNE  10,  1861.— Engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  or  Bethel  Church,  Va. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Peter  T.  Washburn,  First  Vermont  Infantry. 

Camp  Butlek,  Newport  News,  Va.,  June  11,  1801. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  order,  T  left  camp  between  12  and  1  o'clock 
the  morning  of  the  10th  with  five  companies  of  the  Vermont  regiment, 
being  the  Second  Company,  Captain  Pelton;  the  Fourth  Company,  Cap- 
tain Andross;  the  Sixth  Company,  Captain  Boynton;  the  Eighth  Com- 
pany, Captain  Peck,  and  the  Tenth  Company,  Captain  llipley ;  and  five 
companies  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Eegiment,  being  Company  F, 
Captain  Shepard;  Company  G,  Captain  Gordon;  Company  H,  Captain 
Curtis;  Company  K,  Captain  Barnes,  and  Company  M  (rifles),  Captain 
Clark. 

The  strength  of  the  command  was  as  follows:  Vermont — Second 
Company,  50  men,  1  officer;  Fourth  Company, 52  men,  3  officers;  Sixth 
Company,  48  men,  3  officers;  Eighth  Company,  52  men,  3  officers; 
Tenth  Company,  60  men,  3  officers.  Massachusetts — Company  F,  47 
men,  3  officers;  Comi)any  G,  40  men,  3  officers;  Company  H,33  men,  3 
officers;  Company  K,  55  men,  3  officers;  Company  M,  73  men,  3  officers. 
Aggregate,  538.  Colonel  Bendix,  with  a  detachment  of  the  Seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  followed  my  detachment  with  two  field  pieces 
and  eleven  artillerists,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Greble,  of  the 
Second  [U.  S.]  Artillery.  The  march  proceeded  quietly  and  with  great 
dispatch  until  we  were  within  about  half  a  mile  of  Little  Bethel,  our 
place  of  destination.  Colonel  Bendix  having  halted  with  his  detachment 
and  one  field  i>iece  at  the  junction  of  the  road  from  Newport  News  with 
the  road  from  Hampton,  and  Lieutenant  Greble  having  followed  in  the 
rear  of  my  detachment  with  one  gun.  While  continuing  the  march 
heavy  firing  of  small-arms  and  artillery  was  heard  in  our  rear  in  the 
direction  of  Colonel  Bendix's  detachment.  When  it  had  continued  so 
long  and  sharply  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  was  a  serious  attack,  1 
countermarched  my  troops  and  returned  to  the  place  where  Colonel 
Bendix  was  stationed,  and  found  that  he  was  opi)osed  by  a  large  body 
of  troops  coming  from  the  direction  of  Hampton,  a  portion  of  whom  I 
could  then  see  upon  a  rise  of  land  in  front.  I  immediately  formed  my 
command  in  the  order  of  battle,  and  then,  fearing  that  they  were  our 
friends,  I  caused  my  whole  line  to  sliout"  Boston,"  together,  four  times. 
Eeceiving  no  response  I  advanced  my  line  and  was  fired  upon  from  a 
howitzer,  the  fire  doing  us  no  injury.  The  enemy,  as  I  then  supposed 
them  to  be,  then  disappeared,  and  I  went  forward  to  a  house  near  by, 
wBere  I  found  a  number  of  wounded  men,  who  stated  that  they  belonged 
to  Colonel  Townsend's  New  York  regiment. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Duryea,  with  his  regiment,  who  had  also  heard 
the  firing,  and  who  had  rea(5hed  Little  Bethel  at  about  the  same  time  that 
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I  should  have  reached  that  place  if  my  march  had  not  been  interrupted, 
came  to  the  sau)e  place,  and  General  Peirce,  who  had  been  with  Col- 
onel Townsend's  regiment,  also  came  up.  General  Peirce  then  assumed 
command  of  all  the  troops,  and  by  his  order  I  moved  my  detachment 
on  to  Great  Bethel. 

The  enemy  were  found  there  intrenched  in  force.  Pursuant  to  the 
order  of  the  general,  I  formed  uiy  troops  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of 
('olonel  Townsend's  regiment.  Previous  to  this  General  Peirce  had 
taken  from  iny  conmiand  one  half  of  Captain  Shepard's  company  (F), 
of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  to  guard  certain  stores  at 
Little  Bethel,  taking  three  non-commissioned  officers  and  twenty-one 
privates.  After  forming  line  of  battle  General  Peirce  directed  that 
two  of  my  companies  be  detached  as  skirmishers,  to  hold  the  woods 
upon  our  left  and  prevent  a  flank  attack.  The  Eightli  and  Tenth  Com- 
panies of  the  First  Vermont  Kegiment  were  detailed  for  that  service, 
and  were  thus  entirely  separated  from  my  command.  Immediately 
afterward  Captain  Clark's  Eifles  (Company  M),  of  the  Fourth  Massa- 
chusetts Kegiment,  and  the  residue  of  Captain  Shepard's  company 
were  also  detached  by  General  Peirce  and  sent  into  the  woods  to  act  as 
skirmisliers  in  connection  with  Colonel  Uuryea's  regiment,  and  were 
thus  separated  from  my  command.  I  then  received  an  order  from  Gen- 
eral Peirce  to  move  through  the  woods  beyond  the  right  of  tlie  Zou- 
aves and  attack  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's  battery.  No  other 
direction  as  to  location  was  given,  and  no  guide  was  sent  with  me. 

I  moved  through  the  woods,  which  weie  very  close  and  tangled,  and 
after  considerable  difticulty  succeeded  in  placing  my  men  in  the  proper 
l)ositioii  and  opened  fire.  The  attack  by  my  men  was  very  spirited, 
and  the  firing  from  both  sides  very  warm.  Soon  after  I  commenced 
the  attack  the  firing  ceased  upon  every  other  part  of  the  work,  and  the 
enemy's  fire  appeared  to  be  concentrated  upon  us.  While  making  the 
attack  I  was  .joined  by  Colonel  Bendix  with  a  body  of  his  men,  i)robably 
about  sixty  in  all.  After  the  iiring  had  continued  about  twenty  minutes 
the  enemy  brought  their  artillery  to  bear  upon  us  with  grape-shot,  and 
finding  that  I  was  not  supported  by  any  fire  or  attack  elsewhere,  except 
ail  occasional  fire  from  Lieutenant  Greble's  guns,  I  ceased  firing  and 
withdrew  my  men  in  good  order  under  cover  of  the  woods.  There  the 
companies  became  separated,  so  that  in  forming  line  I  found  with  me 
only  Captain  Pelton's  company  of  the  First  Vermont  Kegiment.  and 
Captains  liarnes'  and  Curtis'  companies,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts 
Kegiment,  and  a  few  men  from  the  Fourth  and  Sixtli  Comjianies  of  the 
First  Vermont  Kegiment.  After  remaining  in  line  until  all  tlie  men 
had  come  in  from  the  point  of  attack,  I  returned  with  these  men  to  tlie 
])Iace  where  I  had  first  formed.  I  then  found  that  Colonel  Duryea's  regi- 
ment had  retired  and  were  then  out  of  sight,  and  Colonel  Townsend's 
regiment  was  also  retreating.  All  of  my  detachment  assembled 
qnickl}-,  and  I  formed  line  of  battle  again  upon  the  ground  I  had  first  occu- 
pied, and  reported  to  General  I'eirce  for  further  orders,  and  was  told  by 
him  that  he  had  ordered  a  retreat,  an<l  was  directed  to  retire  with  my 
coifiinand.  I  retired  about  fifty  rods,  and  then  halted  until  the  wounded 
had  been  got  ready  for  transportation  and  the  two  field  pieces  had  been 
brought  ofl".  One  I  left  with  General  Peirce  and  the  other  I  moved  off 
to  the  rear,  wlien  General  Peirce  informed  me  that  the  one  left  luid  been 
disabled,  and  directed  me  to  leave  the  other  for  Colonel  Allen's  regi- 
ment, to  cover  the  retreat,  and  I  did  so.  Both  were  taken  by  General 
Peirce  to  Fort  Monroe,  I  then  assumed  the  return  march,  arriving  in 
camp  toward  night. 
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The  expedition  was  a  most  exhausting  one  for  all  under  my  command. 
In  eighteen  hours  the  men  marched  some  thirty-five  miles,  and  were 
engaged  in  the  battle  with  very  slight  rest,  and  no  food  except  a  little 
hard  bread.  Before  commencing  the  battle  they  had  been  under  arms 
nine  hours  without  refreshment.  The  strength  of  the  companies  with 
which  I  made  the  assault  upon  the  works  was  at  that  time  as  follows: 
Vermont — Second  Company,  50  men,  I  officer ;  Fourth  Oompany,  5i;  men, 
3  oflicers;  Sixth  Company,  40  men,  1  officer.  Massachusetts — Com])any 
G,  39  men,  3  officers;  Company  H,  33  men,  3  officers;  Comi>any  K,  55 
men,  3  ofBcers.  Aggregate,  289.  The  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  are 
as  follows:  Killed,  3;  wounded,  3;  missing,  1*  The  officers  and  men 
who  were  left  under  my  iunnediate  command  behaved  Avith  perfect  cool- 
ness and  kept  perfect  order,  both  in  the  advance  through  the  woods 
and  in  their  attack  upon  the  works.  Everyone  went  into  the  engage- 
ment and  fought  manfully  and  without  flinching.  When  all  behaved 
so  well,  1  cannot  particularize  any  of  them,  under  my  immediate  eye. 
It  would  be  invidious  to  do  so.  I  particul.arly  noticed  the  coolness  and 
bravery  of  Major  Whitteuiore,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  liegimcnt, 
who  was  my  second  in  command;  of  Captains  Pelton  and  Andros8,and 
Lieutenant  Webb,  of  the  Vermont  regiment,  and  of  Captains  Barnes, 
Curtis,  and  Gordon,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts.  Captain  Pelton  was 
the  first  man  who  mounted  the  bank  in  fa(}e  of  the  enemy,  and  he  retained 
his  exposed  position  during  most  of  the  attack.  Captain  Audross  reports 
Privates  A.  H.  Stover,  George  W.  Flanders,  Burnham  Cowdrey,  and 
A.  J.  Y(mng,  of  the  Fourth  Company  of  the  Vermont  regiment,  as  enti- 
tled to  commendation.  The  other  captains  report  that  all  their  men 
behaved  with  so  much  resolution  and  courage  tliat  they  (;annot  partic- 
ularize any.  To  Major  Whittemore  I  was  much  indebted  for  the  com- 
pact order  and  eff'ective  position  upon  the  march  in  which  the  men  were 
kept.  In  the  attack  he  was  in  the  foremost  lines.  I  return  herewith 
the  reports  t  of  Captains  liipley  and  Peck,  of  the  Vermont  regiment, 
and  Captains  Shepard  and  Clark,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts,  who 
were  taken  from  under  my  command  by  General  Peirce,  and  who  were 
not  afterward  with  me  until  the  action  had  closed.  1  regret  to  be  com- 
pelled to  report,  also,  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Greble.  He  occupied, 
with  his  guns,  the  most  exposed  position  in  the  attack,  and  worked 
them  with  the  most  perfect  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  action.  He 
was  killed  by  the  last  discharge  but  one  which  was  fired  by  the  enemy. 
The  men  under  his  command  are  .justly  entitled  to  great  credit.  They 
fought  bravely,  brought  off'  all  their  guns,  and  also  the  body  of  Lieu- 
tenant Greble.  From  information  received  by  me  I  particularly  mention 
Corpora]  Peeples  and  also  Private  Bisgood,  of  Company  F,  Third  U.  S. 
Artillery.  From  my  personal  observation  I  believe  Major  Winthrop, 
of  Major-General  Butler's  staff,  to  have  been  killed  during  my  attack. 
He  came  to  me  during  the  midst  of  the  attack  and  rushed  forward,  and 
one  of  my  men,  describing  his  uniform,  appearance,  and  arms  accu- 
rately, states  that  he  fell  by  his  side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PETER  T.  WASIIBUliN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Col.  J.  W.  Phelps, 

First  Regiment  Vermont  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

[2.] 


'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  3  wounded  and  1  missing  of  the  First  Vermont,  and 
3  killed  of  the  Fonrth  Massachusetts, 
i  Not  found. 
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JUNE  27,  1861.— Attack  on  Mathias  Point,  Va. 
Report  of  Col.  Daniel  Buggies,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headqitabtbbs, 
Mathias  Point,  June  30,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  houor  to  transmit,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  instant,  a 
field  report  of  the  conflict  with  the  enemy  dnring  that  day,*  and  now 
transmit  one  more  in  detail: 

On  the  25th  instant  1  communicated  in  general  terms  information  ot 
the  repeated  attempts  made  by  the  enemy  to  land  men  under  the  fire 
of  his  ship's  guns,  in  which  he  was  in  one  or  two  instances  in  a  measure 
momentarily  successfnl.  In  the  midst  of  this  cannonade  I  came  upon 
the  iield  of  action  and  found  the  condition  of  things  so  complicated  that 
I  deemed  it  expedient  to  direct  the  forces  in  person,  with  a  view  of  con- 
tributing, so  far  as  my  exi)erience  might  enable  me  to  do  so,  to  success- 
ful results.  The  bombardment  closed  about  1  o'clock,  leaving  on  my 
mind  an  impression  that  the  intention  of  the  enemy  was  to  accustom 
his  men  to  land  under  the  ]irotection  of  his  ship's  guns,  and  that  soon 
we  should  have  a  practical  demonstration  of  such  design.  On  Thiirsday 
morning,  the  27th  instant,  the  reappearance  of  the  enemy's  war  steamer 
Freeborn,  attended  by  two  tugs,  with  three  boats  lowered  and  one  large 
launch,  indicated  an  intention  not  already  reali/.ed.  These  steamers 
having  anchored  neiir  Grimes'  Point,  about  1  p.  m.  commenced  firing 
on  our  pickets,  indicating  an  intention  to  land,  which  was  soon  effected 
by  some  fifty  men,  driving  our  pickets  from  the  coast,  contrary  to  our 
reasonable  expectation,  lie-enforcements  were  immediately  sent  under 
a  field  officer.  Major  Taliaferro,  to  meet  the  ejieray,  and  a  few  inoments 
afterward  report  was  brought  by  a  mounted  scout  tliat  he  was  in  the 
act  of  landing  artillery  on  our  coast.  I  then  ordered  the  entire  force 
under  arms,  and  directed  in  person  the  movement  of  some  four  com- 
panies along  Grimes'  Point  at  an  elevated  coast  range  constituting  the 
key  to  our  position,  commanding  the  point  at  which  the  enemy  had 
landed,  over  which  shot,  shell,  shrapnel,  and  stands  of  grape  were  thrown 
in  profusion  with  a  degree  of  skill  and  precision  with  which  I  have 
seldom  met,  sweeping  our  entire  line  of  march.  While  advancing  down 
the  coast  range  1  received  information  that  the  enemy  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  pine  forest,  on  a  point  below  tlie  place  of  his  landing,  and 
that  he  was  actually  establishing  a  battery  for  his  guns  already  on 
shore.  As  it  was  inexpedient  to  cross  the  low,  open  ground  extending 
some  1,000  yards  between  Grimes'  Point  and  the  timber  in  question, 
especially  under  the  then  sweei)ing  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns,  involving 
the  prospect  of  serious  loss,  I  directed  Col.  J.  M.  Brockenbrough, 
Fortieth  lieghnent  Virginia  Volunteers,  who  was  with  me,  to  proceed 
to  the  forest  on  our  right,  leading  to  the  point  and  direct  the  march  of 
the  two  remaining  battalions  there  held  in  readiness  under  Lieut.  Ool. 
li.  A.  Claybrook  and  Maj.  11.  M.  Mayo,  and  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
forest  toward  the  point  to  which  we  were  then  marching  with  the  forces 
on  the  left.  In  advancing,  I  soon  afterward  encountered  three  of  the 
enemy's  scouts,  who  sought  shelter  in  a  small  skirt  of  underbrush,  and 
we  abstained  from  firing  on  them,  as  it  would  have  precipitated  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  from  the  forest  before  Goloncl  Brockenbrough's 
force  could  have  engaged  him  there,  by  which  means  he  would  have 
efl'ected  his  escape  unpunished.    About  0  p.  m.  Colonel  Brockenbrough's 

*  See  Vol.  11,  p.  136. 
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force  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  apparently  retreating  to  their  boats,  but 
in  reality  returning  to  the  steamers  to  carry  a  liowitzer  battery  on  shore, 
and  drove  them  in  confusion  into  their  boats  and  the  river.  A  brief 
skirmish  ensued,  in  which  several  of  the  enemy  fell,  and  were  supposed 
to  have  been  killed  and  wounded.  During  the  conflict  the  fire  of  our 
men  was  turned  upon  tlie  steamer  Freeborn  as  well  as  upon  the  boats, 
which  were  pushed  off  with  precipitation  and  alarm.  The  attack  was 
made  by  Maj.  li.  M.  Mayo  with  (iouldin's  company  of  Sparta  Greys, 
under  First  Lieutenant  Saunders,  and  Lee's  legion  of  cavalry,  under 
First  Lieutenant  Beale,  belonging  to  his  battalion,  and  terminated  before 
the  troops  concentrating  became  generally  engaged.  There  was  every 
indication  that  the  enemy  suffered  a  severe  loss,  while  on  our  part  we 
met  with  none.  We  captured  4  shovels  and  8  axes,  and  some  250  sand- 
bags, and  a  large  coil  of  rope,  and  some  arms  and  equipments.  The 
enemy  had  actually  commenced  raising  intrenchments  with  sand-bags, 
and  by  felling  timber  indicated  an  intention  to  occupy  the  position.  1 
have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  my  satisfaction  with  the  excellent 
conduct  of  the  troops  1  have  the  honor  to  command.  Maj.  E.  M.  Mayo, 
First  Lieut.  W.  M.  Saunders,  First  Lieut.  R.  L.  T.  Beale,  and  Second 
Lieut.  A.  Gr.  Dade  are  entitled  to  separate  notice. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAJ^IEL  RUGGLFS, 
Colonel,  Provisionnl  Army,  Commanding  Forcca. 

First  Lieut.  H.  H.  Walker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  G.  8.  Army. 


JULY  4,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  John   W.  Stiles,  Eighty-third  New  York  Infantry  {Ninth 

State  Militia). 

IlDQEs.  Ninth  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia, 

Sandy  Hook,  near  Harperh  Ferry,  July  4,  1861. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  today,  I  arrived  here  about 
4.3(t  p.  m.  and  found  Major  Atterbury  with  two  companies  retiring 
toward  the  village,  having  been  engaged  across  the  Potomac  near  the 
bridge  with  the  rebels'  pickets,  and  at  a  great  disadvantage,  the  rebels 
being  under  cover  of  bridge  piers,  trestle-work,  and  firing  from  the 
windows  with  rifles,  while  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  our  men  were 
the  ordinary  percussion  muskets,  which  could  not  carry  across  the 
river  with  any  precision.  1  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  a  copy  of 
Major  Atterbury's  report  of  the  combat,*  the  result  of  which  shows 
the  necessity  of  changing  the  arms  we  have  now  in  use  for  some  long- 
reach  arm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  STILES, 
Colonel  Ninth  New  York  State  Militia. 

Colonel  Stone, 

Commanding  Rockville  Expedition, 

[2-1 ^ 

"  .Sou  next,  post. 
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Report  of  Maj.  William  Atterbury,  Eighty-third  Neio   Yorlc  Infantry 

(Ninth  State  Militia). 

Hamper's  Fekky,  July  d,  1861. 

Deak  Sir:  About  4  o'clock  tliis  p.  m.  the  picket  guard,  under  the 
commaud  of  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  of  Oomi)any  E,  was  fired  upon  by 
the  rebels  ou  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  ut  this  point,  in  consequence 
of  the  attempt  ou  the  part  of  two  of  the  picket  guard  to  prevent  the 
crossing  of  a  member  of  the  Peiinsylvaiiia  regiment  who  had  succeeded 
in  crossing  part  way  over  about  half  a  mile  above  the  picket,  the  firing 
continuing  after  the  return  of  the  sentries  to  the  picket,  being  very 
galling,  and  fearing  they  would  attempt  to  cross  over,  Lieutenant  Gal- 
braith desired  that  re-enforcements  might  be  sent  him.  Feeling  satis- 
lied  that  if  attacked  in  the  village  a  large  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  the 
citizens  would  be  the  result,  I  ordered  the  advance  of  tlie  command, 
consisting  of  Company  A,  Captain  Morrison;  Company  C,  Captain 
Prescott,  and  a  detail  of  sixteen  men  from  Company  G,  to  proceed  with 
me  at  once  to  the  bridge.  On  arrival,  found  the  enemy  posted  about 
tlie  trestle-work  and  behind  the  abutments  of  the  bridge  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore  and  in  some  of  the  buildings  along  the  river.  Opened  fire 
on  them,  but  ascertaining  that  tlie  muskets  of  the  command  were  not 
effective  at  tliat  distance,  and  the  enemy  being  armed  with  rifles  or 
rifled  muskets,  ordered  the  command  to  retire,  Avhich  was  done  with 
tlie  following  results:  John  Earle  Banks,  of  Company  (i,  shot  througli 
the  breast,  died  while  being  removed  from  the  field;  Ernest  Gedricke, 
of  Company  A,  shot  through  the  abdomen,  supposed  to  be  mortally 
wounded;  Heiiry  V.  Williamson,  of  Company  G,  sliot  through  the  leg, 
severely  wounded,  but  will  ]>robably  recover;  Fred.  li.  Warner,  of 
Company  C,  shot  through  the  leg,  slightly  wounded.  The  men  behaved 
witli  gi-eat  courage  and  retired  with  reluctance. 
Eespectfully,  yours,  &c., 

W.  ATTERDUliY, 
Major  Ninth  Regiment  New  Yorl:  Slate  Militia. 

Col.  J.  W.  Stiles, 

Ninth  Regiment  New  Yorlc  State  Militin. 


JULY  11,  1861.— Engagement  at  Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Mahlon  J).  Manson,  Tenth  Indiana  Tnfantry. 

IIdqrs.  Tenth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

liattle- Field,  Rich  Mountain,  July  12,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
.'?  i^°,,  y  the  Tenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers  at  the  late  battle  of 
Rich  Mountain,  July  11,  1801,  in  obedience  to  your  order: 
iQri  "f^  *'^®  regiment  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  moining  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1{5()1,  and  inarched  under  your  orders  in  a  direction  flanking  the  enemy, 
and  when  we  arrived  within  about  one  mile  and  three-quarters  of  the 
works  of  the  enemy  on  the  Beverly  road,  we  filed  off  to  the  right  and 
passed  along  the  side  of  the  mountain  until  we  came  to  a  blind  road 
leading  to  Hart's  house,  on  the  Beverly  road.  1  sent  forward  Company 
A  under  charge  of  Capt.  Chris.  Miller,  as  skirmishers,  and  formed  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment  into  columns,  and  took  up  the  order  of 
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march  iu  advance,  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  When  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  works  I  came  upon  their  pickets,  who 
fired  upon  us,  mortally  wounding  Capt.  Chris.  Miller,*  who  fell  at  my 
side  while  gallantly  pushing  forward  his  company,  and  also  instantly 
killing  Sergt.  James  A.  Taggart,  and  severely  wounding  Orderly  Sergt. 
Ohauncey  H.  Thompson,  of  Company  A.  I  ordered  Company  A  to 
fire,  which  they  did,  killing  five  of  the  enemy.  Under  your  orders  1 
immediately  pushed  forward  the  colnmn  (and  threw  out  four  compa- 
nies as  skirmishers),  letting  my  left  rest  on  the  road  and  my  right 
extend  to  the  brow  of  the  mountain  overlooking  the  Beverly  Valley. 
In  this  position  I  moved  forward  during  a  violent  mountain  rainstorm, 
which  drenched  the  men  to  such  an  extent  tbat  I  was  astonished  tliat 
they  were  able  to  keei)  the  locks  of  their  guns  dry  until  we  came  to 
within  350  yards  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  infantry,  when  we 
formed  a  line  of  battle  and  o]iened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which  they 
returned  with  great  spirit  from  their  batteries  and  infantry,  throwing 
from  their  batteries  shrapnel,  shot,  ball,  &c.,  with  rajiidity  and  force. 
I  immediately  gave  the  command  for  the  men  to  lie  down  (being  at 
that  time  far  in  advance  toward  the  enemy),  which  in  a  great  measure 
sheltered  them  from  the  enemy's  fire,  in  Avhich  posture  they  remained, 
receiving  the  fire  of  the  enemy  entirely  alone  for  full  forty  minutes, 
and  returning  a  fire  which  had  great  effect  for  the  time  to  silence  the 
batteries  and  drive  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  from  tlie  road.  During 
this  fire  the  Eighth  Indiana  Kegiment,  under  Colonel  Benton,  toolf 
position  on  the  right,  and  three  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana 
Kegiment,  under  Colonel  Sullivan,  on  the  left,  when  we  received  your 
order  to  form  column  by  platoons  and  charge  tlie  battery  and  intrench- 
nients  of  the  enemy,  which  was  done  as  promptly  as  the  rugged  nature 
of  the  ground  would  admit,  being  supported  gallantly  on  the  right  by 
the  Eighth  1  ndiana  and  on  the  left  by  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Eegiments. 
On  reaching  the  road  in  our  charge  down  the  mountain,  the  enemy 
was  dispersed  and  fled  in  confusion  up  the  side  of  tlie  opposite  moun- 
tain and  down  the  road  toward  their  fortifications,  very  hotly  pursued 
in  their  flight,  and  quite  a  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  us.  ^Vllen 
near  the  road  I  saw  the  enemy  attempting  to  escajie  with  one  of  their 
cannon.  I  gave  the  command  to  shoot  the  horses,  which  Sergeant 
Davis,  of  Company  G,  did,  when  a  portion  of  Company  E,  under  Cor- 
poral Lawrie,  and  of  Com]iany  K,  under  Lieutenants  Palinestock  and 
Beitzell,  deployed  down  tlic  road,  overtook  the  cannon,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  it.  In  making  this  capture,  Private  Brooks,  of  Company  K, 
was  severely  and  dangerously  wounded.  I  immediately  ordered  the 
wounded  horse  to  be  unloosed  and  my  men  to  haul  the  cannon  to  a  high 
point  on  the  Beverly  road,  which  they  did,  when  Captain  Konkle,  of 
Company  K,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Kegiment,  took  (sharge  of  it,  loaded  and 
brought  it  to  bear  upon  the  road  to  rake  any  advance  of  the  enemy  if 
they  attempted  to  return  or  be  re-enforced  from  their  fortifications. 
The  cannon  was  taken  from  and  brought  to  bear  against  the  enemy 
within  ten  minutes'  time  after  it  was  in  their  possession.  I  then  threw 
out  Company  B,  Captain  Fleming,  and  Company  O,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  E.  H.  Morgan,  as  skirmishers  down  the  valley  in  direction  of 
Camp  Garnett,  during  which  Private  Ethington,  of  Company  B,  captured 
and  returned  five  prisoners.  With  the  other  eight  companies  I  formed 
the  line  of  battle  across  the  Beverly  road,  with  the  right  extending 
well  up  the  mountain,  facing  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  approach 

•Records  show  that  Captain  Miller  was  not  dead  at  the  date  of  the  mnster  out  of 
his  company,  August  6, 1861. 
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from  Camp  Garnett,  iu  wliich  position  wc  remained  upon  our  arms  all 
night.    On  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  July,  18G1,  about  day  break,  I 
sent,  by  your  order,  Oapt.  A.  O.  Miller  of  Company  C,  with  his  Com- 
paq' (being  same  formerly  commanded  by  Brigade  Major  Blake),  to 
taki  possession  of  Camp  Garnett,  which  he  did  Lieutenant  Watk.ns 
who  was  left  iu  command  of  said  camp,  surrendering  his  sword  and 
all  the  camp  equipage  and  public  and  private  property  therein  to  hi.n 
and  I  am  p  -oud  to  sly  that  not  one  dollar's  worth  of  public  or  private 
property  belonging  to  the  enemy  was  appropriated  by  the  company  to 
the  r  own  use.    I  herewith  inclose  paper  marked  A  containing  a    .st  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle,  sh«^"'g  tljTty 
killed    and  wounded.*     The  officers  and   men    under  my  command 
behaved  with  a  great  degree  of  coolness  and  courage  ^\^"''gt^e  entire 
engagement.    I  would  call  especial  attention  to  Maj.  William  C.  \^  1- 
son,  who    gallantly  led  forward  the   left  wing    although    severely 
wounded,  and  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bryant,  until  lie  fell  by  the  ettect 
of  concussion  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell;  also  Major  McCrea,  the  sur- 
geon of  my  regiment,  and  Captain  Myers,  assistant  surgeon,  tor  the 
prompt  manner  they  attended  the  wounded  on  the  field  ot  battle;  also 
to  Adjutant  Kise  for  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  and  I  cannot  close  my 
report  without  mentioning  the  name  of  Private  J.  II.  Boyle,  of  Com- 
pany C,  for  great  gallantry;  and  also  I).  B.  Hurt,  whom  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  present  to  you  the  evening  prior  to  the  battle,  and  whose 
great  knowledge  of  the  mountains  and  efaciency  as  a  guide  I  doubt 
not  contributed  largely  to  our  success.    I  also  file  herewith  the  reportt 
of  the  captains  of  part  of  my  regiment,  who  acted  in  the  charge  up  the 
mountain  under  your  orders.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAHLON  1).  HANSON, 
Colonel  Tenth  Indiana  Regiment. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Uoseorans. 


Report  of  Col.  Jeremiah  G.  Sullivan,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

EEVEKI.Y,  Va.,  July  15,  1S61 
The  Thirteenth  Indiana  Regiment,  together  with  the  Eighth  and 
Tenth  Indiana,  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  and  Captain  ISurdsal's  cavalry, 
were  ordered  on  the  morning  of  tlie  11th  to  turn  the  position  of  the 
rebels  encamped  on  Kich  ^Mountain,  and  attack  them  in  rear.  After  a 
very  tedious  iiiarch,  following  a  i»ath  which  led  us  through  thickets  so 
dense  and  woods  so  filled  with  undergrowth  that  it  was  impossible  to 
see  fifty  feet  on  either  side,  now  following  the  bed  of  a  mountain  stream 
for  our  path  and  then  using  the  compass  for  our  only  guide,  we  climbed 
and  scrambled  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  in  their  rear.  Just  as  we 
reached  the  suinmitof  the  mountain  wc  were  overtaken  by  a  terrific 
storm,  which  raged  with  great  fury,  maldng  it  seem  as  if  our  duty  led 
us  to  encounter  nature,  the  elements,  and  man.  While  inarching  along 
the  ridge  of  the  mountain,  to  take  up  a  i)osition  which  commanded  the 
road  leading  to  Beverly,  we  were  fired  on  by  the  picket  guard  of  the 
rebels.  Driving  them  iu,  we  continued  our  march  down  the  side  of 
the  mountain  into  a  valley  which  opened  on  the  road.  Between  our 
forces  and  the  road  the  ground  was  covered  with  a  dense  thicket  of 
underbrush,  from  which  and  the  hill  on  the  opposite  side  the  rebels 

'Nomiual  list  (omitted)  shows  3  killed  and  27  wounded, 
t  Not  found. 
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opened  a  heavy  and  continuous  fire  of  rifles  and  musketry.  Directly 
opposite  on  the  road  was  a  battery  of  two  guns,  brass  G-pounders,  which 
were  well  served,  firing  shot  and  shell  with  great  rapidity.  In  the  rear 
of  the  guns  was  built  a  breast-work  to  protect  the  guns  in  case  of  a 
charge  or  an  attempt  to  carry  them  ofl'.  One  of  these  guns  was  soon 
silenced  by  the  effective  and  heavy  lire  kept  up  by  the  reginieuts  named 
above.  The  Thirteeutli  liegiment  was  divided,  five  companies  being 
detached  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  1-Ieffren  to  guard  the  flank  of  our 
])osition,  while  five  companies  under  my  own  command  moved  forward 
toward  the  position  of  the  rebels.  Driving  the  enemy  before  us  as  we 
advanced,  my  command  was  again  divided.  One  portion  under  my  lead, 
comi)osed  of  Company  A,  Captain  Dobbs ;  Company  B,  Captain  Wilson ; 
Company  B,  Captain  Clinton,  charged  up  the  hill,  while  two  com- 
panies under  command  of  Major  Foster — Company  E,  Captain  Kirk- 
piitrick,  and  Company  G,  Captain  Sayles — charged  down  the  road  to 
turn  their  flank.  While  charging  down  the  road  they  met  a  reenforce- 
mcnt  for  the  rebels  under  command  of  Captain  Skipwith  and  Lieuten- 
ant Dorset,  numbering  some  fifty  men,  with  a  brass  G-pounder.  After 
a  very  sharp  fight  of  some  minntes  the  rebels  fled,  leaving  their  cax)- 
tsiin  and  several  men  dead  on  the  field  and  Lieutenant  l^orset  and  the 
gun  in  our  possession.  The  companies  under  my  command  were  during 
this  time  engaged  in  a  hand-to-hand  fight  in  the  woods,  routing  the 
rebels,  who  fled,  leaving  32  dead  and  numbers  wounded,  my  loss  amount- 
ing to  (>  killed  and  8  wounded  (whose  names  yon  have  in  paper 
inclosed).* 

1  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  men  engaged  in  the 
figlit.  The  number  of  the  dead  and  wounded  bears  testimony  of  the 
determined  foe  they  encountered,  while  their  beiiig  vi(!torions  is  sulli- 
tient  evidence  that  they  did  their  duty.  I  would  notice  specially  the 
conduct  of  the  officers,  everyone  of  them  fighting  at  the  head  of  their 
companies.  To  my  adjutant,  C.  H.  Eoss,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable 
assistance,  and  I  would  also  notice  that  he  was  with  Major  Foster's 
command  wlien  the  cannon  under  Captain  Skipwith  was  captured.  I 
would  also  call  your  attention  to  Private  Benjamin  Smith,  Conq)any 
H,  who  killed  a  rebel  while  in  the  act  of  firing  upon  you  as  you  charged 
with  my  command  upon  their  position.  That  portion,  of  the  regimimt 
left  to  guard  the  flank  was  the  principal  mark  of  the  rebels'  cannon, 
several  round  shot  and  shell  falling  directly  among  them,  fortunately 
doing  no  injury. 

JER.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
(yolonel,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Regiment  Indiawi  Yolunteerti. 

[Brig.  Gen,  W.  S.  Rosecrans.] 


Reports  of  Lieut.  Orlando  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Washington,  1).  C,  August  IS,  18fi]. 

Sik:  In  accordance  with  your  directions  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  upon  the  operations  of  the  Topographical  Depart- 
ment in  front  of  the  enemy's  position  at  Rich  Mountain  and  in  exjdana- 
tion  of  the  sketch  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers 
under  date  of  August  G,  1861 : 

The  fight  at  Rich  Mountain  took  place  at  the  crest,  where  the  Par- 
kersburg  and  Staunton  turnpike  crosses,  at  which  point  the  enemy  had 

'  Omitted. 
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erected  a  breast- work  of  the  most  elementary  character,  consisting  only 
of  logs  laid  one  on  top  of  the  other,  and  supported  in  their  position  by 
struts,  as  used  in  building  wharves.    There  was  no  ditch  nor  any  eartneu 
parapet,  the  work  evidently  having  been  constructed  m  the  most  Hur- 
ried manner.    This  breast-work  was  about  one  mile  and  a  halt  in  rear 
of  the  main  work,  which  completely  commanded  the  road,  iit  a  point 
seven  miles  and  a  half  west  of  Beverly,  tlie  county  seat  of  KandolpH 
County,  Va.    The  Federal  forces,  under  Major-General  McClellan,  U .  to. 
Army,'  left  tlieir  camp,  on  tlie  Middle  Fork  of  IJuckhannon   Iliver,  on 
the  morning  of  Wednesday,  July  10,  1S61.     After  marching  a»ont  si-^ 
miles,  I  left  mv  position  near  the  commanding  general  and  rode  to  the 
front,  taking  ray  position  in  the  advanced  guard.    As  we  debouched 
from  the  woods  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  Koaring  Run  bridge  we 
saw,  a  few  hundred   yards  in  front  of  us,  a  cavalry  vedette,  which 
exchanged  sliots  with  us  and  then  fled,  pursued  by  a  detachment  of  our 
cavalry,  but  without  catching  tbem,  the  enemy  having  destroyed  the 
bridge,  a  fact  not  known  to  us  until  our  cavalry  were  upon  its  site  and 
found  it  gone,  while  the  enemy  had  crossed  by  a  ford  a  few  hundred 
yards  below  the  bridge,  and  were  already  beyond  our  reach.     From  a 
knoll  just  in  front  of  the  woods  alluded  to  the  enemy  could  be  plainly 
seen  in  his  intrenchnients  some  two  miles  to  the  eastward  and  on  the 
line  of  the  road.    I  at  once  rode  back  and  informed  (Jeneral  McClellan 
of  tlie  condition  of  affairs  and  tlie  necessity  for  rebuilding  the  bridge 
over  Eoaring  lUin  before  we  could  cross  it  with  our  artillery  and  bag- 
gage.    He  rode  forward  himself  to  examine  it,  and,  concurring  in  my 
opinion,  ordered  a  lialt,  and  afterward  that  tents  be  pitched.    The  next 
morning  (it  being  too  lute  to  do  so  the  evening  before)  he  directed  me 
to  make  a  reconnaissance  in  force.    For  this  purpose  the  brigade  then 
under  command  of  Col.  li.  L.  McCook  was  detailed.     This  brigade  con- 
sisted of  the  Ninth  Ohio  and  Fourth  Ohio  Regiments,  commanded  by 
Colonels  McCook  and  Lorin  Andrews,  and  the  Coldwater  (Michigan) 
Artillery,  Captain   Loomis.     All   were    three  years'   volunteers    and 
formed  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army.     Upon  reaching  the  ground 
where  the  brigade  was  to  form  I  found  the  two  regiments  mentioned  and 
four  field  pieces  without  caissons ;  also  Colonels  Lander  (now  brigadier- 
general)  and  Key,  both  of  the  general's  staff,  who  accompanied  me  as 
volunteers.     We  moved  forward  at  once  until  we  reached  our  outer 
])icket,  when  we  halted  and  threw  out  our  flankers,  composed  of  six 
companies  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Regiment.   And  here  I  must  allude  to  the 
iidmirable  manner  in  which  these  troops  performed  their  duty.     I  was 
totally  without  experience,  yet  it  seemed  to  me  that  these  men,  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sondershoff  and  Major 
Willich,  of  the  Ninth,  did  their  duty  in  the  most  perfect  manner.    The 
accompanying  sketch  will  show  the  manner  in  which  the  flankers  were 
disposed.     In  a  few  minutes  we  came  upon  the  enemy's  i)ickets  and 
were  fired  upon,  the  field  pieces  in  the  intrenchnients  throwing  canister 
and  spherical  case-shot  to  dislodge  us  from  the  woods,  but  our  march 
never  faltered  until  wc  reached  a  iiosition  some  200  yards  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  works,  where  the  troops  were  halted  an.d  remained  quietly 
under  cover  of  the  woods  while  I  obtained  such  information  as  was 
deemed  necessary. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  were  plainly  seen,  together  with  the  obstruc- 
tions in  front  (we  were  at  the  outer  edge  of  them)  and  the  whole  dis- 
position for  defense.  The  troops  were  then  recalled,  and  we  returned 
to  camp  with  a  loss  of  1  man  killed  and  2  wounded.    We  captured  two 
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prisoners  of  the  liicket  guard,  wliicli  (as  afterward  stated  to  me  by 
Colonel  Heck)  numbered  in  all  120  men.  These  prisoners  were  dis- 
affected toward  the  rebel  service  and  gave  us  valuable  information. 
From  the  reconnaissancie  I  saw  that  we  could  probably  carry  the  work 
by  storm,  but  it  would  be  with  heavy  loss,  as  the  enemy's  position  was 
naturally  a  strong  one.  There  appeared  to  be  no  other  road  leading  to 
it  but  the  turnpike,  which  it  coini)letely  commanded.  1.  liowever, 
noticed  a  low  ridge  bordering  a  small  brook  which  crossed  the  road  a 
short  distance  (within  canister  range)  of  the  works,  and  wliich  appeared 
to  run  parallel  with  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  to  increase 
in  altitude  as  it  extended  from  the  road.  Its  front  toward  tlie  enemy 
was  a  bold  escarpment,  and  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  preserved  this 
character  for  some  distance.  The  next  morning,  some  liours  after  the 
departure  of  General  Eosecrans  with  his  brigade,  intended  to  turn  the 
enemy's  flank  and  attack  the  redoubt  of  which  information  had  been 
given  by  the  prisoners  alluded  to,  1  was  directed  to  move  forward, 
under  escort  of  eight  companies  of  the  Third  and  all  of  tlie  Fourth 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Colonels  Marrow  and  Lorin  Andrews,  until 
the  ridge  spoken  of  above  was  reached,  and  then  to  move  up  this  ridge, 
to  ascertain  whether  a  position  could  be  found  from  which  the  works 
could  be  either  enfiladed  or  taken  in  reverse  by  a  battery  of  (J-pounders 
to  be  placed  there;  this  reconnaissance  to  be  made  provided  it  c<mld  be 
done  without  alarming  the  enemy.  I  found,  upon  reaching  the  head  of 
the  escort,  that  through  some  misunderstanding  upon  the  part  of  bri- 
gade commanders,  our  pickets  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  advanced 
positions  we  had  reached  the  day  before,  and  tliat  we  had  all  the 
ground  to  go  over  again.  However,  our  flanking  dispositions  were 
made  and  we  moved  forward.  We  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when 
a  patrol  of  the  enemy  was  seen  in  the  road  some  250  yards  beyond  us. 
They  perceived  us,  and,  of  course,  rendered  it  impossible  to, advance 
without  giving  the  alarm.  Under  these  circumstances  I  ordered  a  halt 
and  sent  to  General  McClellan,  by  the  liands  of  Colonel  Key  (again  a 
volunteer),  the  following  dispatch:  "The  enemy's  patrol  in  sight. 
Probably  cannot  occupy  the  position  indicated  without  driving  in  his 
pickets.  Shall  we  do  so?"  After  an  absence  of  an  hour,  during  which 
we  stood  exposed  to  a  pelting  rain.  Colonel  Key  returned  with  an 
affirmative  answer,  wlien  we  at  once  advanced,  expecting  momentarily 
to  encounter  their  pickets,  but  for  some  reason  not  known  they  never 
fired  upon  us,  but  fell  back  to  their  works  and  we  (juietly  occupied  the 
desired  position.  1  then  placed  the  Fourth  llegiment  in  reserve,  put 
four  companies  of  the  Third  in  ambush  by  the  side  of  the  brook,  and 
moved  up  the  crest  of  the  ridge  with  two  comi)anies  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers along  the  crest,  one  company  deployed  at  right  angles  to  the 
crest,  and  connecting  with  head  of  the  otlier  line,  and  one  company 
inside  of  the  angle  thus  formed,  which  was  intended  to  act  as  a  support 
to  either  line,  if  attacked.  We  advanced  with  tlie  greatest  care,  know- 
ing that  we  might  be  attacked  at  any  moment,  but  the  enemy  made  no 
demonstration  whatever,  and  afte^r  soine  three  liours  of  severe  labor  in 
crawling  through  laurel  and  over  rocks  we  reached  what  seemed  to  me 
to  be  the  proper  site  for  a  battery  to  accomplish  tlie  desired  purpose. 

I  sent  a  man  to  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  his  report  fully  confirmed  me  in 
my  opinion.  I  then  returned  to  the  main  road  as  rai)idly  as  possible. 
Meanwhile  General  Eosecrans  had  gained  the  enemy's  rear,  and  after  a 
sharp  fight  carried  the  redoubt  already  described,  and  when  I  reached 
the  road  I  found  General  McClellan  with  his  available  force  drawn  up 
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there,  ready  to  make  the  attack  in  frout  as  soon  as  General  llosecrans 
performed  his  part  of  tlic  progranime  and  attacked  tbe  main  work  in  the 
rear.  I  at  once  reported  to  General  McClellan  that  I  had  succeeded  in 
finding  such  a  position  as  he  desired,  and  had  blazed  a  practicable  road 
to  it,  and  with  400  men  I  thought  I  could  make  the  road  before  dark,  it 
then  being  about  5  p.  m.  The  working  party  was  detailed  from  the 
Fourth  Eegiment,  the  men  who  had  accoujpanied  me  up  the  hill  being 
too  much  exhausted  to  do  work.  I  very  soon  found  that  with  my  fresh 
men  the  work  could  be  completed  before  the  time  1  had  specified,  the 
route  being  much  better  than  I  had  at  first  thought  it  was.  After  the 
work  was  more  than  half  done  I  left  the  whole  in  charge  of  Colonel 
McCook,  who  had  joined  me  with  twenty  pioneers  of  the  Ninth  Regiment, 
and  reported  to  General  McClellan  that  if  he  ordered  the  battery  for- 
ward I  could  put  it  in  position  the  same  evening.  While  the  road  was 
-being  made  the  enemy,  hearing  the  chopping,  fired  several  rounds  of 
canister  amongst  the  working  party,  but  soon  ceased  firing,  as  they  could 
not  tell  what  etiect  their  shots  had.  It  showed  us  two  things,  however — 
that  they  knew  we  were  cutting  a  road  by  which  to  establish  a  battery 
upon  their  left  flank,  and  that  our  position  was  well  chosen.  Its  site  is 
fixed  upon  the  sketch,  and  a  dotted  line  leading  to  it  from  the  main  road 
showing  the  general  direction  of  the  road  we  made.  The  enemy  dur- 
ing the  latter  ])art  of  the  afternoon  had  been  very  jubilant,  to  judge  from 
the  cheers  which  ]>roceeded  from  their  lines,  as  well  as  the  speech  mak- 
ing which  we  distinctly  heard,  which,  together  with  the  failure  of  (ien 
eral  Rosecransto  attack  the  rear,  as  had  been  arranged,  led  us  to  believe 
that  he  had  been  repulsed.  Under  tliese  circumstances  I  was  directed 
to  finish  the  road  and  to  leave  at  the  site  of  the  battery  a  sufiBcieut 
number  of  men  to  hold  it,  and  to  lead  Captain  Howe's  battery  (Company 
G,  Fourth  Artillery)  to  the  spot  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Tlie 
Ninth  Regiment,  under  Colonel  McCook,  bivouacked  upon  the  ground, 
a  drenching  rain  pouring  upon  them  all  night.  In  the  morning, 
while  I  was  waiting  for  Captain  Howe  to  get  ready  to  move  with  his  bat- 
tery, a  dragoon  rode  into  camp  and  up  to  headquarters.  I  recognized 
him  as  a  member  of  the  mounted  company  that  had  accompanied  (ien- 
eral  Rosecrans.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  ridden  through  the  enemy's 
works,  which  had  been  evacuated  during  the  niglit.  I  informed  General 
McClellan,  who  directed  nie  to  ride  forward  and  ascertain  tlie  truth  of 
the  statement.  I  did  so,  and  found  the  position  already  occupied  by 
General  Rosecrans.  I  rode  to  the  highest  point  of  the  works  and  saw 
that  the  battery  site  was  only  about  500  yards  from  there,  and  com- 
manded it  by  at  least  sixty  feet.  A  single  glance  was  sufficient  to  show 
the  cause  of  their  hurried  retreat.  The  battery,  as  the  sketch  will  show 
Avould  have  had  an  oblique  fire  upon  one  face,  a  reverse  tire  upon  another^ 
and  would  have  completely  enfiladed  their  longest  line.  With  one  bat- 
tery in  position  (they  supposed  it  was)  their  works  were  untenable.  Tlie 
sketch  was  reduced  from  one  of  their  own,  captured  in  the  tent  of  their 
engineer,  and  some  additions  were  made  by  myself  after  their  retreat 
Then'  position,  naturally  a  strong  one,  was  weakened  by  constructing 
lines  of  near  one-third  of  a  mile  in  length  when  they  had  only  1,800  men 
to  defend  them  with,  as  well  as  their  total  neglect  of  the  commanding 
point  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  For  150  yards  in  width  they  had  cut 
the  heavy  timber  m  front  of  their  line.  The  limbs  were  allowed  to  remain, 
and  with  their  dense  foliage,  yet  green,  would  have  made  an  excellent 
cover  for  an  attacking  party.  Indeed,  I  think  that  instead  of  strength- 
ening their  defenses,  they  weakened  them,  as  no  difficulty  would  have 
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been  found  in  gaining  a  lodgment  in  this  entanglement,  and  thence, 
while  completely  hidden,  picking  off  the  enemy  one  by  one.    The  space 
in  front  covered  by  these  entanglements  is,  on  the  sketch,  not  filled  up 
by  the  conventional  signs  for  timber  or  forest. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  M.  POE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Topographical  Engineers. 

Lieut.  Col.  Hartman  F>aciie, 

Commanding  Topographical  Engineers. 


Order  of  march  of  reconnoitering  force  under  direction  of  Lieut.  0.  M.  Poe,  Topographical 

Engineers,  July  11,  ISGl. 


One  company  (101  men)  at  12-foot  intcrrala. 
Su,„.orlto  left  flank.  J  0--;P-y<l"-")- 


; 


Crest  of  ridge  alludeU 


The  dotted  lino  represents  the  bankers;  one 
company  of  101  men  on  each  side  of  the  road, 
deployed  at  about  12-foot  intervals. 

In  rear'of  the  center  of  each  tiank  marched  two 
companies  by  fours  as  a  support  for  its  Hank-  : 
er3;  four  companies  of  Ninth  Hegiment  in  re- 
serve. 

Fourth  Kegiment,  1,000  strong,  by  fours,  as  a  ( 
further  resei*ve(  100  yards  iu  rear  of  McCook ; 
four  pieces  of  Looniis'  battery  100  yards  iu  rear 
of  Andrews. 

March  was  in  direction  of  arrowhead. 


One  nonipany  (101  men)  at  12-foot  intervals. 


8necomP];:b"PP''"  to  risht  flank. 


to  on  next  page. 

I  Ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  (Colonel 
\     McCook):     Four    companies    in   reserve 
marching  along  the  road  by  fours. 


Fourtli  KegimentOliio Volunteers  (Col.  Lorin 
Andrews),  moving  by  fours. 


Four  jueccs  from  Loouiia'  battery. 
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Oi-de,- of  march  of  reconnoiteriiig  force  wider  comviandf  Lieut.  0.  M.  I'oe,  lopograpttca 

Engineers,  July  12,  ISIjI- 


'One'compan^   (100  men) 
at  10  feet  intervals. 


One  company  (100  men) 
as  a.  support  to  either  line. 


The  movement  was  along  the  crest,  in  the  direction  of  the  arrowhead, 
the  reconnoitering  officer  occupying  the  angle,  and  from  thence  direct- 
ing the  wliole  movement.  ISfo  words  of  command  were  given,  simply 
motions  of  the  hand,  conveyed  along  the  line  from  one  man  to  another. 


Washington,  I).  C,  i^eptemhet-  S,  180J. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  tlie  "Sketch  of 
the  light  at  Itich  Mountain,"  which  you  had  i)h\ced  in  my  hands  for 
completion.*  I  have  added  as  much  topography  as  1  feel  justified  in 
doing,  in  fact,  nil  of  wliicli  I  have  much  knowledge,  between  the  two 
works  my  reconnaissance  was  confined  absolutely  to  the  turnpike  and 
what  I  could  see  from  it.  Our  march  on  the  morning  we  gained  posses- 
sion of  tlie  main  work  was  a  rapid  one  to  a  point  on  the  Laurel  Hill 
road  one  mile  north  of  Beverly  and  nine  miles  from  Rich  IMountain. 
Personally,  1  was  with  the  advance,  and  could  only  attend  to  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  an  officer  in  that  position  and  look  about  me  to  a  dis- 
tance which,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  underbrush  which  is  charac- 
teristic of  that  region,  was  quite  limited.  The  drawing  of  the  main 
work  was  reduced  from  one  made  by  the  enemy  and  captured  by  us, 

"See  Plato  2,  Mali  5,  of  the  Atlas. 
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aiid  was  veiifietl  upon  tbe  jjfrouiul  by  myself.  OtlierAvise Ave  would  have 
been  witbout  any  sketcb  claiming  to  be  accurate,  for  tbere  was  no  time 
in  whicli  to  make  a  survey. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  M.  POE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Topographical  Engineers, 
Col.  H.  Bache, 

Gommandintj  Tvpoqraphicul  Engineers. 


JULY  16-22,  1861.— The  Bull  Run,  or  Manassas,  Campaign,  Va. 

Jieiurn  of  casualtUs  in  ilie  Union  fortes  at  tJichat,tleof  Hull  linn,  Yit.,  July  21,  IHOl. 
(Compiled  fruni  lioiniual  li»t  of  caunultiea.] 
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DEI'APvTMENT    OF   NORTnEASXKIlN    VII!-    i 
c:lMIA— Continued.  ] 

SKCONl>  UIVIKIOK. 

{!)  Cul.  David  TTunteu.* 

{•>)    Col.  j\Nt)KEW  rORTEIt. 


staff... 

FivBt  lii-igadc. 

Col.  ANDltEW  I'oiiTEn. 

8th  Now  Vorlc  (Stito  Militi.a) 

14th  New  York  (State  Militia) 

27tU  New  York 

Battalion  TT.  H.  Cav.alryt 

Ilattalion  IT.  S.  Infantrj-J 

Battalion  U.  S.  Marines 

6tli  U .  S.  Anillery ,  Bat  tery  U 


Total  First  Brijrado 

Second  liriijade. 
Col.  A.MBROSE  K.  BuiiNSIDE. 

3d  New  Hampshire 

71st  New  York  (State  Militia) 

1st  Kliode  l.slaud 

2d  Kliode  I.sland 

KhoUe  Island  IJatterj' 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Total  Second  Division 

THIHDr>TV!810N. 

Col.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman.' 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  William  B.  Franklin. 


5th  Massachusetts 

11th  Massachusetts 

Ist  Minnesota 

1st  U.  S.  Artillery,  Battery  I . 


Total  First  Brigade 

Second  liriijadc. 

Col.  Orlando  B.  Willco-k.^ 
1st  Michigan 

11th  New  York 

38tli  New  York  

2d    U.  S.  Artillorv,  Battery  U 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  Oliver  0.  IIowAnn, 


3d  Maine . 

4th  Maine 

5th  Maine 

2d    Vermont . 


Total  Tliird  Brigade. 
Total  Third  Division. 
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1,016 


•Wounded. 

t  Companies  A  and  E,  First  Cavalry ;  1!,  E,  (i,  and  I,  Si'cond  Cavalry,  and  K,  Second  Dragoons. 
t  Companies  C  and  G  Second  p  B,  t),  CJ,  H,  .and  K,  Third,  and  G,  Eighth  Infantry. 
^Wounded  aud  captured. 
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DEPARTMENT    OF    NOltTHEASTEKN   TIK- 
r.INIA— Contimied. 

FIFTH  mVlSIO.V. 

Col.  DixoM  S.  Miles. 

Firtt  Brigade. 
Col.  Louis  Blenkek. 
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Secaiid  Brifjadc. 
Col.  Thomas  A.Davies. 
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1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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3 
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Ojlicers  kUUd.—Cavt.  Lewis  McKune,  First  Minnesota, ;  Lieut.  Daniel  Divver,  Eleventli  Nnw  York ; 
Lieut.1  Theodore  R.  Salter  .ind  Clavton  Soboles,  Fourteenth  New  York  State  Militia;  Lieat.  Asa  Park, 
Twentysevcntli  New  York;  Lieut.  Col.  James  Haggerty,  Sixty-ninth  New  York;  Col.  James  Cam. 
oron  and  Caiit.  David  Urowu,  Seventv-ninth  New  York:  Lieut.  Henry  A.  I'roscott,  First  Rhode 
Island-  Col.  John  S.  Slocum,  Maj.  Soilivan  Ballou,  and  Capts.  Levi  Tower  and  Samuel  J.  Smith, 
Second  Rhode  Island ;  Lieut.  Douglas  Ramsay,  First  U.  S.  Artillery ;  Lieut.  Presley  0.  Craig,  Second 
U  .'f  Artillery,  and  Lieut.  Robert  E.  Hitchcock,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

Ollicern  ■morlally  wouMdfd.-Capt.  Eli«ha  N.  Jones  and  Lieut.  Lyman  E.  Richardson,  Second  Maine; 
Liciit  Thomas  (1.  liowdin.  Eleventh  Massachusetts ;  Capt.  Ebenezer  liutterworth  and  Lieuts.  John 
M  Ciwey  and  Rernhard  Mauch,  First  Michigan;  Lieut.  Col.  Noah  L.  Farnham,  Eleventh  New  York, 
and  (Japt.  0.  H.  Tillingbast,  aasiatant  (luartermaster,  U.  S.  Army. 

[2-] 


Eeport  of  Col.  Thomas  A.  Davies,  Sixteenth  New  Yorlc  Infantry.,  com- 
mandmfi  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  of  'skirmish  at  Fairfax 
Goiirt-ilouse,  July  17. 

Headquaktees  Seconi>  Brigade,  Fifth  Division, 

July  17, 1861. 

Affieeiibly  to  General  Orders,  No. !»,  the  Second  Brigade,  commanded 
by  me,  consistingof  tlieSi.vteeiitli,  Eighteenth,  Tliirty-lirst,  and  Thirty- 
.second  Kegiments,  aud  C-omiiany  (i,  Second  Artillery  (Greene's  light 
battery),  took  the  advance  of  the  Fifth  Division,  moving  on  Fairfax 
CIoiirt-House  by  way  of  the  old  Braddock  road  south  of  the  turnpike 
road.  I  found  the  road  very  difficult  for  heavy  artillery  and  bacricaded 
by  trees  felled  across  the  road  as  ofteu  as  once  in  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
requiring  the  constant  use  of  the  pioneer  corps.  After  passing  very 
many  of  these  barricades  we  came  to  a  blind  barricade  directly  across 
the  road  and  evidently  intended  for  artillery.  After  making  recon- 
naissance we  found  a  small  picket  posted  behind  it,  when  my  advanced 
pickets  were  ordered  to  charge  and  tire  upon  them,  which  they  did,  dis- 
persing it  under  a  running  tire.  No  one  on  our  side  was  injured,  and 
we  never  turned  aside  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  eueiny  were  killed 
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or  not;  the  pickets  reported,  however,  seeing  several  luen  fall.  Tliis 
running  fire  and  reconnaissance  w.as  continued  to  within  one  mile  of 
the  Fairfax  Court-Ilouse,  the  enemy  continuing  retreating  and  tiring 
upon  our  advancing  pickets  at  every  convenient  opportunity.  After 
the  exchange  of  fires  a  reconnaissance  was  made,  discovering  many 
abandoned  masked  batteries,  and  at  last  quite  an  extensive  temporary 
fortification  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Fairfax  Court-House,  out  of 
which  we  drove  the  enemy,  who  left  tlieir  camp  equipage,  clothing, 
swords,  and  the  like.  We  then  pressed  on  to  the  encampment  of  the 
Fifth  Alabama  Ileghnent,  which  tied  before  us,  leaving  many  valuable 
articles,  guns,  camp  ecjuipage,  tents,  corn,  stores,  and  their  hospital 
sick,  taking  the  road,  as  we  understood,  to  Centerville  and  Manassas 
Junction.  At  this  point,  having  received  infornuition  that  General 
McDowellhad  taken  possession  of  Fairfax  Court-House,  the  Fifth  Divis- 
ion encamped,  ]iartly  on  the  ground  of  the  Fifth  Alabama  and  the 
balance  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cross-roads.  1  have  to  report  to  you  that 
we  had  three  men  wounded — one  in  the  leg,  one  in  the  side,  and  one 
through  the  hand.  We  did  not  stop  to  examine  the  effect  of  shots  which 
we  made,  but  it  is  reported  to  me  that  as  many  as  fifteen  to  twenty  were 
seen  to  fall  in  the  woods.  I  have  to  report  to  you  further  the  energetic 
manner  in  which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young,  of  the  Kighteenth  Kegi- 
meut,  in  charge  of  the  advance  guard,  performed  his  duty,  and  further 
that  not  a  single  man  of  any  regiment  fell  back  for  an  instant,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  most  determined  bravery  was  dis])layed  by  every  mau 
who  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  A.  DAVIES, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  3d  Bri(j.,  'dh  l)iv..  Troops  Northeastern  Virginia. 

Colonel  Miles, 

Vommaniiin<j  Fifth  JMvision. 


Report  of  Col.  Willis  A.  Gorman,  First  Minnesota.  Infantry. 

HEADliUAltTERS   FlltST   MINNESOTA   EeGIMENT, 

Washmijton,  July  2(i,  1801. 

Sm :  I  have  the  hftnor  to  comnmnicate,  as  colonel  of  the  First  Minne- 
sota Regiment  of  Volunteers,  the  events  connected  with  the  movements 
of  my  command,  comprising  a  part  of  your  biigade: 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  ICth  instant,  in  obedienc^e  to  your  order,  we 
took  up  the  line  of  march,  and  on  the  evening  of  Thursday  arrived  at 
Centerville  and  bivouacked  until  Sunday  morning,  the  21st  instant  at 
2.30  o'clock,  when  we  again  took  up  our  line  of  march,  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  to  meet  the  enemy,  then  known  to  be  in  large  force  between 
Bull  liun  and  Manassas  Station,  Ya.  Our  march  from  Centerville  to 
Bull  Eun  was  not  marked  by  any  extraordinary  event,  my  re"-imeut 
leading  the  advance  of  your  brigade.  On  arriving  at  ]}ull  Run  the  bat- 
tle began  to  rage  with  great  warmth  with  the  advance  column  of  infantry 
and  artillery  of  another  division,  both  being  hotly  engaged.  Here  Cap- 
tain Wright,  of  the  military  engineers,  serving  as  an  aide  upon  the  staff 
of  Colonel  Heintzelman,  commanding  our  division,  informed  me  that  my 
regiment  was  needed  to  flank  the  enemy  upon  the  extreme  left;  where- 
upon I  moved  forward  at  "qnick"  and  "double-quick"  time,  until  we 
arrived  at  an  open  field  looking  out  upon  the  enemy's  liiies.    After 
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holding  this  position  a  short  time,  Captain  Wright,  by  your  direction, 
ordered  me  through  the  woods,  to  take  position  near  the  front  and  cen- 
ter of  the  enemy's  line,  in  an  open  field,  where  we  came  under  the  direct 
fire  of  tlie  enemy's  batteries,  formed  in  "column  by  division."  After 
remaining  in  this  position  for  some  ten  minutes  I  received  orders  from 
botli  your  aides  and  those  of  Colonel  Heintzelman  to  pass  the  whole 
front  of  the  enemy's  line,  in  support  of  Eicketts'  battery,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  and  the  left  of  the  enemy,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  a  mile  or  more.  The  movement  was  eflected  at  "quick" 
and  "double-quick"  time,  both  by  the  infantry  and  artillery,  during 
which  march  the  men  threw  from  their  shoulders  their  haversacks, 
blankets,  and  most  of  their  canteens,  to  facilitate  their  eagerness  to 
engage  the  enemy.  On  arriving  at  the  point  indicated,  beiug  the 
extreme  left  of  the  enemy,  and  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  and  in 
advance  of  all  other  of  our  troops,  and  where  1  was  informed  officially 
that  tAvo  other  regiments  had  declined  to  charge,  we  formed  a  line  of 
battle,  our  right  resting  within  a  few  feet  of  the  woods  and  the  left  at 
and  around  Iticketts'  battery  and  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill,  within 
fifty  or  sixty  feet  of  the  enemy's  line  of  infantry,  with  whom  we  could 
have  conversed  in  an  ordinary  tone  of  voice.  Immediately  upon 
Ricketts'  battery  coming  into  position,  and  we  in  "line  of  battle," 
Colonel  Heintzelman  rode  up  between  our  lines  and  that  of  the  enemy, 
within  jMstol  shot  of  each,  which  circumstance  staggered  my  judgment 
whether  those  in  front  were  friends  or  enemies,  it  being  equally  mani- 
fest that  the  enemy  were  in  the  same  dilemma  as  to  our  identity.  But 
a  few  seconds,  however,  undeceived  both,  they  displaying  the  rebel 
and  we  the  Union  flag.  Instantly  a  blaze  of  lire  was  poured  into  the 
faces  of  the  combatants,  each  producing  terrible  destruction  owing  to 
the  close  proximity  of  the  forces,  which  was  followed  by  volley  after 
volley,  in  regular  and  irregular  order  as  to  time,  until  Ricketts'  battery 
was  disabled  and  cut  to  pieces  and  a  large  i)ortion  of  its  officers  and 
men  had  fallen,  and  until  Companies  ll',  I,  K,  C,  G,  and  those  imme- 
diately surrounding  my  regimental  flag  were  so  desperately  cut  to 
pieces  as  to  make  it  more  of  a  slaughter  than  an  equal  combat,  the 
enemy  manifestly  numbering  five  guns  to  our  one,  besides  being 
intrenched  in  the  woods  and  behind  ditches  and  pits,  ])lainly  percepti- 
ble, and  with  batteries  on  the  enemy's  right  enfilading  niy  left  flank  and 
within  350  yards  direct  range.  After  an  ettbrt  to  obtain  aid  from  the 
Fire  Zouaves,  then  immediately  upon  our  left,  two  or  three  different 
orders  came  to  retire,  as  it  was  manifest  that  the  contest  was  too  deadly 
and  une<]ual  to  be  longer  justifiably  maintained.  Whereupon  I  gave 
the  command  to  retire,  seeing  that  the  whole  of  our  forces  were  seemingly 
in  retreat.  Every  incli  of  ground,  however,  was  strongly  contested  by 
skirmishers  throngh  the  woods,  by  the  fences,  and  over  the  undulating 
ground  until  we  had  retired  some  400  yards  in  reasonably  good  order, 
to  a  point  where  the  men  could  procure  water,  and  then  took  uji  a 
regular  and  orderly  retreat  to  sutili  point  as  some  geiieral  officer  might 
indicate  thereafter. 

I  feel  it  due  to  my  regiment  to  say  that  before  leaving  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line  the  enemy  attempted  to  make  a  charge  with  a  body  of 
perbaps  500  cavalry,  who  were  n)et  by  my  command  and  a  part  of  the 
Fire  2vouaves  and  repulsed  with  considerable  loss  to  the  enemy  but 
without  any  to  us.  I  am  more  than  gratified  to  say  that  I  kept  the 
large  body  of  my  regiment  together  and  marched  from  the  field  in  order 
and  on  the  march,  and  near  an  open  space  where  Colonel  Ileiutzelmau's 
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column  left  the  (^entervillc  and  Manassas  road  in  the  morning  and 
passed  to  the  right  we,  in  conjunction  with  others,  repulsed  the  enemy's 
cavalrj-,  who  attempted  to  charge.  Before  leaving  the  field  a  portion 
of  the  right  wing,  owing  to  the  configuration  of  the  ground  and  the 
intervening  woods,  became  detached,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Miller,  whose  gallantry  was  conspicuous  throughout  the  entire 
battle  and  who  contested  every  inch  of  the  ground  with  his  forces 
thrown  out  as  skirmishers  in  the  woods  and  succeeded  in  occui)ying  the 
original  ground  on  the  right  after  the  repulse  ot  a  body  of  cavalry.  I 
deem  it  worthy  of  remark  that  during  a  part  of  the  engagement  my 
regiment  and  that  of  the  enemy  at  some  points  became  so  intermingled 
as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  distinguish  friends  from  foes  and  my  forces 
made  several  xirisouers,  among  whom  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boone,  of 
Mississippi,  w^lio  is  now  in  Washington  and  fully  recognizes  his  captors. 
I  regard  it  as  an  event  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  annals  of  history  that 
a  regiment  of  volunteers  not  over  three  months  in  the  service  marched 
up  without  flinching  to  the  mouth  of  batteries  of  cannon  supported 
by  thousands  of  infantry  and  opened  and  maintained  a  fire  until  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  regiment  was  killed,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners 
before  retiring,  except  for  purposes  of  advantage  of  position.  My  heart 
is  full  of  gratitude  to  my  officers  and  men  for  their  gallant  bearing 
throughout  the  whole  of  tiiis  desperate  engagement,  and  to  distinguish 
the  merits  of  one  from  another  would  be  invidious  and  injustice  might 
be  done.  Major  Dike  and  my  adjutant  bore  themselves  with  coolness 
throughout.  My  chaplain,  JJev.  E.  D.  Neill,  was  on  the  field  the  wJiole 
time  and  in  the  midst  of  danger,  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  wounded. 
Doctor  Stewart,  while  on  the  field,  was  ordered  to  the  hos|)ital  by  a 
medical  officer  of  the  army.  Doctor  Le  Boutillier  continued  with  the 
regiment  and  actually  engaged  in  the  fight,  neither  of  whom  have  been 
heard  from  since.  That  1  have  not  unfairly  or  unjustly  to  the  truth  of 
history  stated  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  my  regiment 
is  fully  proved  by  the  appended  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  showing  49 
killed,  lii7  wounded,  and  ;}4  missing.  The  names  and  companies  to 
which  they  belong,  in  detail,  will  more  fully  appear  in  the  accompanying 
list  and  abstracts.*  Among  the  incidents  of  the  engagement  my  (;om- 
mand  took  several  prisoners,  among  whom  was  Ijieutenant-Golonel 
Boone,  of  the  Mississippi  regiment,  taken  personally  by  Mr.  Irvine,  of 
my  regiment,  and  sin.ce  said  prisoner's  confinement  in  the  Capitol  at 
Washington  City  Mr.  Irvine,  in  company  with  Hon.  Morton  S.  Wilkin- 
son, U.  S.  Senator  from  Minnesota,  visited  liim,  when  he  promptly  recog- 
nized Mr.  Irvine  as  his  captor  and  thanked  him  very  cordially  for  his 
humane  treatment  and  kindness  to  liim  as  a  prisoner.  I  deem  it  but 
just  that  this  fact  should  be  officially  known,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Boone  was  an  officer  of  the  highest  rank  taken  in  the  battle. 

The  humble  part  which  I' have  performed  as  an  officer  commandin"- 
one  of  the  regiments  of  your  brigade,  individually  aud  otherwise,  is  now 
left  to  you  and  those  commanding  the  division, 
kesiiectfully, 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Colonel  First  Re(jiment  of  Minne.iota. 

Colonel  Franklin, 

Gomdg.  First  Brigade  Colonel  JTeintzelman''s  Div., 

Northeastern  Virginia. 

'  Omitted. 
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Supplement  to  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Oorman,  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  Minnesota. 

Camp  Minnesota,  July  26, 1861. 
The  regimental  flag  borne  by  ray  color-bearer  has  through  its  folds 
one  cannon  ball,  two  grape-shot,  and  sixteen  bullets,  and  one  in  the 
staff.  The  color  guard  were  all  wounded  but  the  color-bearer,  one  mor- 
tally. The  company  flag  of  Company  I  was  pierced  with  five  balls  and 
one  on  the  spear  head.  Please  attach  this  to  my  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  A.  GOEMAN, 
Colonel  Firat  Reniment  of  Minnesota. 


Report  of  Col.  Henry  P.  Martin^  Seventy-first  N'eic  Yorlc  Militia,  of  the 

battle  of  JiuU  Run. 

HEADQtrAllTEUS  AMEEICAN  GuAED, 

71st  Kegt.  Light  Infty,,  New  Yoek  State  Tkoops, 

Neic  Yorlc,  August  1,  ISGl. 

In  accordance  with  orders,  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  action 
of  tlie  Seventy-first  Eegiment  New  York  State  Militia  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Bull  Run  on  the  21st  of  July : 

We  were  ordered  to  commence  tlie  march,  with  the  First  and  Second 
Rhode  Island  and  the  Second  New  Hampshire  Regiments  leading,  and 
the  Seventy-first  Regiment  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  brigade,  toward 
the  battle-field  a  little  after  2  a.  m.,  and  having  marched  steadily 
almost  without  a  halt  for  eight  hours  we  arrived  upon  the  position 
assigned  for  our  division.  On  our  arrival  the  two  Rhode  Island  and 
the  New  IIami)shire  regiments  were  drawn  up  inline,  and  the  Seventy- 
first  was  ordered  to  pass  in  front  of  these  regiments  to  a  position  in 
advance  and  to  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  also  in  front  of  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  I  suppose  belonged  to  Griffin's  battery.  No  sooner 
had  we  formed  line  than  the  right  piece  came  dashing  forward  at  full 
speed  through  our  right  wing,  without  any  previous  intimation  being 
given.  The  men  broke  away  and  allowed  the  i)iece  to  pass,  and  imme- 
diately after  its  passage  droi^ped  back  into  their  positions  in  line. 
Shortly  after  this  the  left  piece  executed  the  same  maneuver,  and  with 
the  same  results.  After  remaining  in  this  i)ositicn  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  exposed  to  the  cannonading  of  the  enemy,  which  they  were 
directing  toward  ns,  we  were  ordered  with  our  brigade  to  an  adjoining 
field  to  engage  a  i)ortion  of  the  enemy  that  had  debouched  from  their 
works,  and  fully  equal  in  number  to  our  own  brigade,  and  after  a 
severe  contest,  in  which  many  valuable  lives  were  lost  and  many  of 
our  best  oflicers  wounded,  among  whom  were  Captain  Ellis,  Company 
F;  Captain  Hart,  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Embler,  Company  H, 
we  succeeded  in  repulsing  them  and  compelling  them  to  retreat.  In 
this  conflict  we  were  greatly  assisted  by  two  of  Captain  Dahlgren's 
12-pounder  howitzers,  in  charge  of  Captain  Ellis,  Company  I,  of  this 
regiment.  After  the  retreat,  General  McDowell,  with  his  staff,  rode 
around  the  field  in  rear  of  our  brigade,  waving  his  glove  in  token  of 
victory,  aJid  we  all  considered  the  day  was  ours.  We  were  then  ordered 
to  retire  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  still  in  view  of  the  enemy's  works 
and  in  reach  of  their  cannon,  and  there  to  rest,  as  we  had  done  all  the 
duty  that  would  be  required  of  us,  and  would  not  be  called  into  action 
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iigain.  After  about  an  lionr's  rest  we  were  told  the  enemy  was  getting 
the  best  of  ns,  and  were  ordered  to  retire  to  the  iield  we  had  at  first 
occupied  and  take  the  most  advanced  position  on  that  field.  Here  we 
stood  in  line  of  battle  waiting  tlie  approach  of  the  enormous  column  of 
re-enforcements  of  the  enemy  from  Eichniond  and  Manassas.  The 
head  of  this  column  was  directed  in  front  of  the  center  of  our  regi- 
ment, and  when  it  was  within  500  yards  of  us  we  received  the  order  to 
retire,  which  we  did  in  line  of  battle  in  common  time,  not  one  man 
running.  The  brigade  remained  together  on  the  retreat  and  arrived 
at  our  old  bivouac,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Oenterville,  all  in 
good  order.  Here  we  again  received  orders  to  continue  the  retreat  to 
Washington,  and  marched  over  the  Long  Bridge  as  a  brigade.  Here- 
unto appended  is  a  return  of  our  losses.*  In  closing  my  report  I  can- 
)iot  but  say  tiiat  all  praise  is  due  to  you,  sir,  for  your  coolness  and 
daring  during  the  engagement,  and  to  your  brave  Ithodc  Island  regi- 
ments, to  whom  we  feel  indebted  for  many  acts  of  kindness,  and  to 
Governor  Sprague,  of  your  State,  for  his  great  courage  and  gallant 
conduct  on  the  field. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HEN];V   V.  MAKTIN, 
Colonel  Seventy-first  liegiment  Keic   York  State  Militia. 
Vjo\.  a.  E.  Bttrnside, 

Acting  Jirigadier-Gvneral,  Second  Jiri(/ade,  I'.  S.  Army. 

[-'-J  '  

Report  of  Col.  Philip  St.  Georf/e  Cocke,  G.  S.  Army,  commandind  bri- 
gade, of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

Headqttaeteks  Fifth  BmaADE, 
Camp  near  Suspension  Bridge,  [Augunt  ],  ISOl.] 
General  :  The  battle  of  21stof  July  havingbeen  fought  wholly  within 
the  position  which  had  been  assigned  to  and  occupied  by  and  which  on 
the  day  of  the  battle  was  held  by  my  brigade  and  the  troops  tempora- 
rily attached  thereto,  it  becomes  important  that  1  should  succinctly 
describe  that  position,  the  disposition  made  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand for  defending  and  holding  that  ]>ositiou,  and  the  subseijucnt  part 
which  my  command  took  in  the  great  battle  In  which  so  large  a  part  of 
your  army  participated,  coming  up  as  it  did  during  the  day  from  other 
positions.  Tlie  position  of  this  command,  that  of  Stone  Bridge  (Avon) 
and  Lewis'  farm  (Portici),  Avas  the  extreme  left  position  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  along  the  line  of  Bull  Run.  The  position  of  the  army  on 
Bull  Run  was  the  result  of  strategic  movements  which  connneiiced  with 
the  recall  of  onr  more  advanced  forces,  and  which  finally  ended  in  tlie 
great  battle  of  the  21st  of  July.  By  your  general  order  of  the  8th  of  July 
it  was  directed  that  "if  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  the 
three  brigades  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  serving  in  Fairfax  will 
retire  in  the  following  manner  and  order:  Tlie  whole  of  the  Fifth  Bri- 
gade on  the  Bull  Run  Stone  Bridge,  and  the  adjacent  fords,  making  a 
stand  if  practicable  at  the  Suspension  Bridge  across  Cub  Run." 
Accordingly  I  issued  brigade  orders  on  the  12th  instant,  and  on  the 
17th  1  recalled,  united,  and  withdrew  my  entire  command  to  the  posi- 
tion assigned  to  it  in  ])erfect  order  and  without  any  loss  or  accident 
whatsoever,  the  enemy  moving  the  same  day  to  occupy  Fairfax  Court- 
House  in  great  strength. 

*  Nominal  list  (omitted)  bUowh  a  total  ol' sixty -two  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  .and 
miasin;;.     See  table,  p.  18. 
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Tonograpliical  description  of  the,  position  of  my  command  and  of  the 

hattle  field. 

Beginuiiig  near  our  left  at  Stoue  lirirtge,  over  which  passes  the  turn- 
pike road  from  Alexandria  to  Warrenton,  a  flat  of  some  400  or  500  yards 
-wide  extends  west  of  the  bridge  on  either  side  of  the  turnpike  back  to 
the  hills,  which  rise  with  some  abruptness  from  tlie  flat  to  the  height 
of  thirty  to  sixty  feet.  A  dense  forest  of  oaks  at  one  time  masked  the 
bridge  from  view  looking  from  these  hills,  but  the  trees  liad  been  felled 
to  open  the  view  for  flring  upon  the  enemy  as  he  should  approach  the 
bridge,  and  the  felled  timber  served  to  obstruct  his  passage  over  the 
flat  except  by  the  defile  of  the  bridge  and  road,  wliich  last  had  been 
only  partially  obstructed  near  the  foot  of  the  hill.  "Westward  of  the 
crest  overlooking  the  bridge,  and  in  the  direction  of  our  left,  rear,  and 
right  about  the  Stone  Bridge,  the  country  is  broken  into  hill  and  valley, 
and  this  uneven  surface  covered  by  bodies  of  original  forest,  copses  of 
pine,  interspersed  with  hedges  and  fences,  offering  a  field  of  uneven  and 
diversified  surface,  all  of  which  was  availed  of  to  the  utmost  by  the  skill 
and  bravery  of  our  officers  and  men  who  met  and  fought  the  enemy  on 
that  field.  From  a  short  distance  below  the  Stone  Bridge  toward  the 
right  of  my  position,  and  throughout  the  entire  extent  of  Lewis'  farm 
(Portici),  the  hills  of  Bnll  Hun  recede  from  the  stream,  of  Avhich  the 
banks  are  generally  low,  and  a  long,  open  plain  slopes  from  the  run  np 
to  Lewis'  house,  and  to  the  right  and  left  throughout  my  entire  position 
in  that  direction.  At  Lewis'  Fbrd  a  road  crosses  Bull  Bun  leading  from 
the  turnpike  about  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  Stone  Bridge,  diagonally 
toward  and  immediately  in  front  of  Lewis'  house,  through  a  dense 
thicket  of  old-field  pines  extending  nearly  to  the  ford,  and  from  that 
ford  to  the  house  half  a  mile  distant  over  a  gentle,  open,  or  unwooded 
slope  from  the  creek,  rising  almost  uniformly  to  the  house,  which  stands 
upon  an  eminence  commanding  a  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  the 
open  inclined  plane  of  the  farm  itself,  the  course  of  Bull  Bun,  of  the 
fords  crossing  the  same,  of  tlie  position  of  Stone  Bridge,  as  also  many 
of  the  enemy's  appro-T-ches  through  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek.  On  our  extreme  right  of  Lewis' farm,  tliree-cpiarters  of  a 
mile  below  Lewis'  Ford,  is  Ball's  Ford,  where  the  old  public  road  pass- 
ing from  Alexandria  to  Warrenton  crosses  Bull  Bun,  a  trace  of  which 
road  is  still  distinct  and  the  road  (luite  passable,  although  disused  for 
public  purposes  since  the  construction  of  tlie  turnpike  passing  over  the 
Stone  Bridge.  To  our  right  of  this  old  road  on  the  western  side  of 
Bull  E.U71  a  heavy  forest  of  oak  extends  from  the  creek  backward  nearly 
to  the  crest  of  the  hill  southward  of  Lewis'  house.  The  bank  of  the 
creek  along  Lewis'  farm  is  generally  low  and  easy  to  be  passed,  and 
bordering  as  it  does  tlie  extensive  open  inclined  plane  above  described, 
rendered  this  ])art  of  the  position  one  without  military  strength  and 
everywhere  open  to  the  attack  of  an  enterprising  enemy  except  at  or 
near  Lewis'  Ford,  where  for  a  few  hundred  yards  on  eitlier  side  a  pre- 
cipitous bank  of  some  twenty  feet  rises  from  the  water  of  the  creek  and 
commands  the  flat  or  level  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek.  At  Ball's 
Ford  the  creek  bank  on  our  side  is  flat  and  wholly  untenable  for  about 
500  yards  above  in  the  direction  of  Lewis'  Ford,  whilst  a  wooded  emi- 
nence rising  to  an  elevation  of  from  sixty  to  seventy  feet  on  the  east- 
ern or  enemy's  side  of  the  creek  and  stretching  from  opposite  that  ford 
the  whole  length  of  Lewis'  farm  in  the  direction  of  Stone  Bridge,  thus 
giving  the  enemy,  if  in  possession  of  those  heig;hts  with  his  artillery, 
the  absolute  command  of  the  entire  plain  of  Lewis'  farm  in  every  direc- 
tion as  far  back  as  the  crest  of  the  hill  upon  which  the  house  is  situated, 
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and  rendering  tiutenable  by  our  troops  under  Kucli  circuinstances  of 
any  position  upon  tliat  plain  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries  so  cora- 
mandingly  established.  On  tlie  eastern  or  enemy's  side  of  Bull  Ran  a 
narrow  belt  of  low  ground  of  irregular  width,  ranging  from  50  to  100, 
and  in  some  places  150  to  200  yards,  stretched  along  the  banks  of  the 
creek  throughout  the  extent  of  tlie  Portici  (Lewis')  farm,  from  Ball's 
Ford  on  our  right  to  Stone  Bridge  on  our  left,  and  from  the  edge  of  the 
meadow  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  a  dense  skirting  of  second-growth  or  old- 
tield  ])ine  covers  the  sIojjo  of  the  hill  toward  its  summit,  succeeded  by 
a  large  growth  of  oak  or  original  forest,  clothing  a  part  of  the  slope 
and  the  entire  top  of  the  ridge,  and  continuing  on  that  side  of  the  creek 
from  opi)osite  Ball's  Ford  to  tlie  turnpike  road  on  our  left. 

Perceiving  the  impracticability  of  holding  IJall's  Ford  by  troops 
placed  on  its  flat  and  uncovered  bank  in  front  of  a  forest  and  eminence 
such  as  those  just  described,  if  once  allowed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  it  became  necessary  to  ])lace  the  troops  intended  for  the 
defense  of  that  pass  upon  the  eminence  and  in  the  forest  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Bull  Hun  and  on  either  side  of  the  old  road  crossing  at  that 
ford.  Accordingly  Withers'  regiment.  Eighteenth  Virginia,  was  ordered 
to  occupy  the  wood  to  our  left  of  the  road,  and  Preston's  regiment, 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia,  the  forest  on  our  right  of  the  road,  and  to 
oppose  the  enemy  in  whatever  ibrce  he  might  advance  by  guerrilla 
tight  from  every  position,  from  every  corner,  from  every  tree,  and  if 
still  overpowered  by  numbers  and  forced  to  yield  ground,  to  continue 
the  light  through  the  forest  flanking  our  right  of  Lewis'  farm  toward 
the  crest  of  the  hill  south  of  Lewis'  house,  or  until  they  could  be  sup- 
ported by  other  troops  coming  to  their  relief.  Preston's  regiment 
(Twenty-eighth)  also  covered  the  approaches  to  the  Island  Ford,  and 
one  other  ford  below  the  Ishind  Ford  on  my  extreme  right,  and  this 
was  practicable  in  consequence  of  a  bend  of  the  creek  to  the  rear  of 
the  right  of  that  regiment  (see  ma])). 


la'-'Jlrff!  SS'i^/leff! 


Island  Ford. 

JPosition  of  the  troops  of  the  command. 

In  placing  the  troops,  dispersed,  as  they  necessarily  were,  and  at 
positions  most  of  them  so  disadvantageous  for  defense  and  but  par- 
tially aided  by  intrenchments,  it  was  deemed  highly  expedient  to 
conceal  as  much  as  possible  from  the  enemy  a  knowledge  both  of  our 
nund)ers  and  strength,  and  even  of  the  ]>(>sitions  of  the  troops  and  bat- 
teries, until  they  were  actually  brought  inlo  action;  and  to  effect  these 
highly  imi»()rtant  objects  it  Avas  decided  that  the  troops  should  give  up 
their  tents,  send  back  their  wagon  trains  and  baggage  a  few  miles  in 
rear  toward  Manassas,  and  bivouac  in  their  positions.  To  the  exposure 
and  hardships  of  the  bi\'ouac  the  men  and  othcers  yielded  without  a 
murmur  and  they  remained  uncovered  from  the  time  of  taking  ijosition 
on  the  17th  of  July  until  after  the  battle,  which  took  place  on  Sunday, 
July  2L  Having  indicated  the  ])ositii)n  of  the  lOighteenth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  Begimcuts,  covering  the  apjiroaches  to  Ball's  Ford,  on  my  right, 
the  Nineteenth  liegiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  >Strange,  was  placed 
on  the  high  bank  on  eitlier  side  of  Lewis'  Ford  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  the  enemy  at  that  point.     This  regiment  intrenched  itself  throughout 
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its  entire  front,  wliicli  iiitreiicbment,  by  direction  of  Captain  Harris,  of 
tlie  Engineers,  was  rendered  quite  effective.  Between  tlic  two  left  com- 
panies of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Strange's  regiment  one  piece  of  Latham's 
battery,  placed  in  position  by  Captain  Hariis,  of  the  Engineers,  com- 
manded the  road  leading  to  the  ford  through  the  meadow  and  pines 
ill  front  of  the  ford.  Next  beyond  the  flank  of  the  Nineteentli  Kegi- 
nu'iit,  along  the  high  bank  of  IJull  Run,  was  placed  in  position  selected 
by  ('aptain  Harris,  concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a  copse  or  under- 
growth, one  other  gun  of  Latham's  battery.  To  the  left  of  this  second 
gun  of  Jjatham's  battery  was  jdaced  Cai)tain  Schaefi'er's  command, 
two  companies  on  this  side  of  the  creek  and  jjiirt  of  one  company  on  the 
opjiosite  side  of  Bull  llun,  availing  themselves  of  the  natural  formation 
of  the  bank  as  a  breast-work  from  behind  which  to  tire  upon  the  enemy. 
To  the  left  of  a  gorge  penetrating  Captain  Scliaeffer's  position,  a  section 
of  Rogers'  battery  was  stationed  on  an  eminence  to  command  the 
approaches  to  this  gorge  and  the  gorge  formed  by  Young's  Branch 
running  in  from  our  side.  These  gnus  were  also  placed  in  position  by 
Captain  Uarris,  of  the  Engineers,  the  bluff  bank  of  the  creek  terminat- 
ing at  Young's  Branch  near  the  position  or  gorge  just  above  Rogers' 
guns,  and  giving  place  to  low  banks  above  that  point,  with  a  growth  of 
large  trees  along  the  bank.  Just  here  a  portion  of  Col.  William  Smith's 
three  companies  was  posted,  commanded  by  him  in  person,  to  dispute 
the  jiassage  of  the  enemy  at  the  gorge  on  Young's  Branch,  which  inter- 
sected our  line  as  above  described.  The  other  part  of  Colonel  Smith's 
three  companies  was  held  in  reserve  (in  a  sheltered  iwsition),  to  be  used 
as  occasion  might  require,  and  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  Bull  Run.  This  x>ass  of  Young's  Branch  being 
deemed  one  of  the  most  inviting  for  the  enemy,  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  hold  in  still  further  reserve  to  dispute  his  passage  the  entire 
regiment  of  Col.  Jilppa  IFunton,  which  was  therefore  placed  near  by  in 
a  covered  ])osition,  with  orders  to  sui)port  Colonel  Smith's  battalion  in 
case  of  need.  One  section  of  Rogers'  battery,  commanded  by  himself, 
and  three  troops  of  cavalry  were  held  in  reserve  and  phiced  under 
cover  in  the  hollow  or  depression  beyond  the  crest  and  to  the  north  of 
Lewis'  house.  From  Young's  Branch  toward  Stone  Bridge  and  beyond 
the  position  was  covered  by  the  troops  attached  to  my  brigade,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Major  Evans.  Two  pieces  of  Latham's 
battery,  under  Lieutenant  Davidson,  commanded  from  the  hill  the 
approach  to  Stone  Bridge  and  the  road  through  the  felled  timber 
described  in  the  first  part  of  this  report.  To  the  left  of  the  Stone 
Bridge  were  the  troops  under  the  <'ominaiid  of  Major  J'jvans,  whilst  his 
sharpshooters  skirted  the  two  edges  of  the  forest  bordering  upon  the 
felled  timber  on  (mr  side  of  the  l)ridge.  The  cavalry  of  Evans' com- 
mand were  engaged — some  in  scouting  in  the  direction  of  Sudley's  Mill 
to  give  notice  of  the  enemy's  approaches  in  that  direction  and  others 
held  in  reserve. 

Sudley's  Mill  is  on  the  branch  of  Bull  Run  called  Catharpin.  near  its 
mouth,  three  miles  northwest  of  Stone  Bridge.  At  Sudley's  Mill  a 
branch  road  crosses  from  the  direction  of  Leesburg,  passing  directly 
toward  Manassas,  intersecting  the  turnpike  at  right  angles  at  a  stone 
house  one  mile  and  a  quarter  west,  or  iji  our  rear  of  the  Stone  Bridge. 
It  was  this  road  of  which  the  enemy  availed  himself  to  turn  our  left 
and  to  get  on  our  flank  and  rear  at  Stone  Bridjje  iu  his  boasted  march 
for  Manassas.  His  plans  were  well  arranged  and  skillfully  conducted, 
for  whilst  he  threatened  our  entire  front  from  Stone  Bridge  to  below 
Lewis'  Ford  by  a  force  estimated  at  from  12,000  to  15,000  men,  and  kept 
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a  large  portion  of  my  brigade  engaged  by  this  force  in  their  front  of 
treble  their  number,  backed  by  batteries  of  artillery  at  several  points 
opposite  our  front,  and  by  skirmishers  advanced  iu  front  of  our  lines, 
he  ineanwliile  marclied  his  main  column  of  25,000  or  30,000  men  by 
Sudk'y's  Mill  to  take  the  whole  position  iu  flnnk  and  rear.  I  shall 
endeavor  brieHy  to  show  iu  what  manner  he  was  met  by  my  command 
both  in  our  first  jjosition  and  subsecjuent  movements. 

The  battle. 

The  enemy  having  taken  up  his  position  in  our  front  early  in  the 
morning,  fired  his  first  gun  about  5.')0  a.  m.  This  seemed  to  be  a  signal 
gun,  as  it  was  answered  from  Mitchell's  Ford,  four  miles  below,  and 
where  also  on  that  day  lie  made  an  attack,  and  this  gun  might  also 
have  been  a  signal  to  the  column  marching  bj'  Dudley's  Mill  on  our  left. 
The  batteries  in  our  front  along  Bull  Run  continued  firing  on  Stone 
Bridge,  on  Lewis'  house,  and  on  our  position  at  Lewis'  Ford  until  a  late 
hour  in  the  day.  The  battery  in  front  of  Lewis'  Ford  was  responded 
to  with  marked  efiect  by  Oajitain  Latham's  first  section,  aided  by  the 
section  of  liogers'  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Heatou,  skirmish- 
ers occasionally  making  their  appearance,  emerging  from  the  dense 
growth  of  pines  covering  the  main  body  of  the  enemy.  Whilst  this 
was  going  on  iu  our  front  the  enemy,  having  arrived  to  threaten  Major 
Evans'  left  flank,  with  overwhelming  numbers  of  his  main  column 
marched  by  Sudley's  Mill.  The  major  promptly  and  heroically  turned 
to  meet  him  with  his  entire  force,  having  necessarily  to  abandon  the 
former  front  of  his  i)osition  at  Stone  Bridge.  Never  perhaps  iu  the 
history  of  modern  warfare  was  there  so  unequal  a  contest  as  now 
ensued.  With  his  small  but  heroic  numbers  Major  I'A'ans  advanced  to 
tight  the  head  of  a  column  of  25,000  men,  amongst  which  were  some  of 
the  best  regiments  of  the  Federal  army,  streugthened  by  numerous 
batteries  of  well-appointed  artillery  of  the  most  modern  im])i-oved  kind. 
For  more  than  an  hour  this  contest  was  maintaiiu^d  without  assistance, 
the  other  troops  of  my  command  being  hi'ld  to  their  positions  by  the 
strong  demonstrations  in  their  front,  which  positions,  if  they  had  been 
abandoned  at  this  stage  of  tlie  battle,  would  have  opened  the  way  to  an 
advfince  of  the  enemy  also  on  this  side,  and  thus  inevitably  have 
caused  us  the  loss  of  the  day.  As  soon,  however,  as  1  perceived  the 
first  movement  of  Major  Evans  I  dispatched  tlie  reserved  section  of 
Rogers'  battery  at  full  speed  to  cover  the  approaches  to  the  Stone 
Bridge.  This  section  got  into  position  in  good  time  to  fire  into  a  column 
of  the  enemy  attemi)tiiig  to  ])ass  the  Stone  Bridge  and  drove  it  back. 

In  the  meanwhile  (ieneral  Bee  iind  Oolonel  Bartow,  the  first  to  come 
up  to  our  support,  the  general  re])()rting  to  me  on  Lewis'  hill,  were 
informed  by  me  of  the  ])rogress  of  the  battle  on  Major  Evans'  left,  and 
those  gallant  commanders,  without  halting  their  commands,  nnirched 
directly  to  the  scene  of  action  and  soon  commenced  tlieir  glorious  pait 
in  the  battle.  Colonel  Hampton  Mitli  liis  legion  came  next.  To  him, 
too,  I  indicated  the  progress  of  events,  and  lie  prom])tly  marched  with 
his  command  to  the  battle,  (ireneral  Jackson  followeel  next  with  his 
brigade,  and  from  time  to  time  other  brigades  pushed  on  .as  they  arrived 
to  the  deadly  conflict.  About  tliis  time,  the  contest  having  become 
very  close  and  warm  and  the  enemy  appearing  to  gain  ground  forward 
and  also  on  our  flank,  ami  a  stream  of  wounded  men  pouring  through 
the  gorge  of  Young's  Branch  near  the  command  of  (3ol.  William  Smith 
(as  subsequently  reported  by  Captain  Harris,  of  the  Engineers,  then 
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and  there  present),  upon  suggestion  of  Captain  Harris,  the  section  of 
llogers'  battery  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Ileaton,  stationed  at 
that  point,  and  Colonel  Smith's  command,  were  ordered  to  change  front 
in  order  to  meet  an  advance  of  the  enemy,  which  it  was  thought  might 
be  made  in  that  direction.  General  Beauregard,  perceiving  this  move- 
ment, sent  an  order  to  tliese  troops  to  advance,  which  they  promptly 
did.  Captain  Harris  proceeding  with  them,  and  subsequently  placing 
the  section  of  Kogers'  battery  in  effective  position  near  Captain  Imbo- 
den's  battery,  from  whence  the  section  fired  with  efl'ect  upon  the  enemy 
until  the  amnuiiiitlon  was  exliausted.  OoloTiel  Smith  from  this  position 
soon  took  part  in  the  battle,  having  many  of  his  oflicers  and  men  killed 
or  wounded  and  his  own  horse  wounded.  (For  further  particulars  see 
his  report.*) 

The  removal  of  these  troo])s  from  their  position  on  Young's  Branch 
uncovered  a  portion  of  my  front  line,  and  thus  left  that  line  exposed, 
to  be  penetrated  by  the  enemy;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  movement 
of  onr  troops  was  unperceived  by  him,  as  the  position  was  covered  by 
a  thicket  of  willows  and  other  trees  skirting  the  edge  of  Bull  Eun  at 
this  ])oint.  (^losely  observing  from  my  own  central  and  elevated  posi- 
tion on  the  hill  north  of  Lewis'  house  (a  position,  nevertheless,  over 
which  a  cross  fire  of  most  of  the  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  throw 
shot  and  shell  for  hours,  in  the  iQidst  of  which  I  necessarily  stood 
observing) — I  say  from  this  position  the  various  }novements  of  our  own 
troops  I  anxiously  watched  for  the  moment  when  I  might  withdraw  the 
greater  portion  of  the  brigade  not  then  actually  engaged  from  the 
front  line,  without  inviting  disaster  in  that  quarter,  in  order  to  throw 
it  forward  to  the  support  of  our  men  so  hotlypressed  <m  our  left.  Gen- 
eral J.  E.  Jolmston  appearing  near  my  position  about  this  thne,  I  called 
his  attention  to  the  state  of  my  command  on  the  front  and  right  of 
Lewis'  farm,  and  referred  for  his  decision  the  expediency  of  risking  the 
abandonment  of  that  front,  and  of  immediately  ordering  forward  the 
whole  of  the  balance  of  my  command  to  take  part  in  the  battle  now 
raging  and  becoming  critical  as  to  its  issue  on  onr  left.  It  was  decided 
to  make  the  movement,  and  1  immediately  dispatched  my  aides  to 
order  up  at  double-quick  the  regiments  of  Withers,  Preston,  and 
Strange,  and  the  battery  of  Latham,  and  proceeding  myself  to  meet 
those  regiments,  I  advanced  with  them  I'apidly  to  the  most  active 
scene  of  the  conflict.  Hunton's  regiment,  being  in  advanced  jiosition, 
was  first  in  the  battle,  but  as  I  led  on  the  other  regiments  to  other 
positions  it  was  separated  from  me,  and  for  the  part  which  it  took  in 
the  battle  1  must  refer  to  Colonel  Himton's  report,  hereafter  to  be 
made.  Colonel  Hunton  since  the  battle  having  been  ordered  to  Lees- 
burg  with  his  regiment,  I  have  neither  seen  him  nor  been  able  to  obtain 
any  report.t 

Withers'  Eighteenth  llegiment  Virginia  Volunteers  was  the  next  in 
order  taking  part  in  the  battle.  Colonel  Withers'  report  is  full,  and 
clearly  shows  the  gallant  and  distinguished  part  which  it  enacted  in 
achieving  the  great  victory  of  the  day.J  Latham's  battery  followed 
Withers'  regiment.  This  battery  being  now  full,  the  four  pieces  having 
come  together  and  replenished  their  ammunition  chest,  was,  under  the 
guidance  of  Captain  Harris,  of  the  Engineers,  advanced  to  a  position  to 
the  left  of  the  road  leading  from  Lewis'  house  toward  Stone  Bridge, 
from  which  position  it  fired  with  effect  upon  the  head  of  a  column 
advancingfrom  toward  the  turnpike,  and  together  with  the  fireof  another 
battery  succeeded  iu  driving  back  the  column.     (Tor  further  particulars 

*  Vol.  II,  p.  551.  t  But  see  Vol.  II,  p.  545.  t  See  VoL  II,  p.  546. 
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see  Captain  Latham's  report.*)  Whilst  Latham's  battery  Avas  taking 
position  I  was  advanciiig  Avith  Preston's  regiment  toward  onr  then  left 
tiank,  which  the  enemy  aa'iis  pressing  and  threatening  to  turn.  About 
500  yards  beyond  the  left  of  Latham's  battery,  as  placed  in  position 
and  near  tlie  fence  extending  toward  our  left  in  a  thicket  of  pines,  and 
whilst  I  was  immediately  upon  the  flank  of  the  regiment,  it  was  lired 
upon  by  the  enemy  ad  vanciiig  in  tlie  thick  forest.  The  fire  was  returned, 
and  the  enemy  giving  way,  this  regiment  advanced  still  farther  toward 
the  left.  Whilst  thus  advanciug  Colonel  Prestou  came  upon  and  cap- 
tured with  his  own  hands  Colonel  Willcox,  of  the  Federal  army,  whilst  a 
captain  and  other  prisoners  were  taken  at  the  same  place.  The  report 
of  Colonel  Prestou,  to  wliich  [  beg  leave  to  refer,  will  show  the  further 
important  part  he  took  in  the  battlc.t 

In  the  meantime,  continuing  to  advance  witli  Strange's  regiment. 
Nineteenth  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  guided  by  the  tiring,  I  endeavored 
to  turn  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy.  Coming  athwart  an  intense 
fire,  and  not  being  able  to  see  friend  or  fi)e  tlirough  the  pines,  the 
regiment  was  caused  to  lie  down  whilst  Colonel  Strange  and  myself 
sought  a  view  of  the  enem> .  Entering  the  Sudley  road  on  the  left,  I 
ordered  the  regiment  to  be  marched  by  flank  in  that  direction,  and 
proceeded  diagonally  lorward  and  left  tlirough  the  wood  skirting  our 
left  of  the  road  following  a  tiring  heard  in  that  direction.  Emerging 
from  the  Avood  into  the  open  field,  the  regiment  Avas  led  by  a  path 
toAvard  Chinn's  house,  near  to  which  a  battery  was  firing  upon  the 
enemy.  By  the  time  it  got  up  the  enemy  was  retreating,  and  on  the 
hill  beyond  Chinn's  house  (overlooking  the  turnpike),  falling  in  Avith 
some  of  the  regiments  of  Colonel  Early,  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  con- 
tinued the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Crossing  tlie  meadow  toward  the 
turnpike  and  proceeding  by  Dogan's  house,  followed  the  track  of  the 
retreating  column  toward  liuU  llun  below  Sudley's  Mill  aud  crossed  the 
run  below  and  in  sight  of  the  mill.  The  enemy  now  being  out  of  sight 
and  pursued  by  the  cavalry  in  advance  of  us,  and  night  coming  on  I 
determined  to  reci'oss  Bull  Kun  at  Sudley's  Mill,  and  ordered  tlie  regi- 
ment to  march  back  to  Lewis'  farm.  Finding  numbers  of  prisoners 
and  wounded  at  the  church  near  the  mill,  one  company  Avas  left  in 
charge  of  the  prisoners  aud  Avounded,  the  balance  of  the  regiment  con- 
tinuing its  march  to  Lewis'  farm.  It  would  thus  appear,  general,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  disposition  made  of  the  troops,  the  firm  and  gal- 
lant manner  in  Avhich  they  acted  along  niy  wliole  front  line  of  three 
miles  in  extent  (which  front,  although  threatened  throughout  the  day 
Avas  nevertheless  held  in  the  face  of  greatly  superior  numbers,  several 
assaults  repelled,  aud  the  enemy  eflectually  prevented  from  passing 
that  line  at  any  point,  Avhich  if  he  had  done  would  have  been  disas- 
trous to  our  cause),  this  command  forced  the  enemy  to  rely  for  victory 
solely  upon  his  great  column  Avliich, turned  the  left  of  our  entire  posi- 
tion by  the  way  of  Sudley's  Mill;  that  the  skillful  and  heroic  struggle 
of  Evans  (m  my  left,  after  he  had  been  turned  and  taken  in  flank  by 
overwhelming  numbers,  with  his  Spartan  band  led  by  himself,  and  by 
tliat  true  and  tried  soldier  Major  Wheat,  and  the  brave  Colonel  Sloan, 
and  backed  by  men  who  shoAved  themselves  not  only  insensible  to  fear, 
but  actually  inspired  with  superhuman  daring  and  poAver,  carried  death 
and  dismay  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  the  fight  thus  continuing  for 
more  than  an  hour  unsupported,  and  until  the  re-enforcements  of  Gen- 
erals Bee  and  Bartow  and  others  came  to  the  relief;  aud  finally,  when 

*  See  Vol.  II,  p.  553.  t  See  Vol.  II,  p.  549. 
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tlie  critical  moment  had  arrived  iiud  the  imminent  result  seemed  trem- 
bling in  the  balance,  it  was  promi>tly  determined  to  abandon  1113'  entire 
front  lino  along  Bull  llun  and  to  throw  forward  the  troops  which  had 
so  gallantly  defended  it,  to  add  their  entire  numbers  and  their  valorous 
deeds  to  those  of  other  coriis  struggling  in  the  hottest  fight,  all  of  which 
contributed  to  turning  the  scale  of  victory  iu  our  favor,  and  in  not  only 
defeating  the  enemy,  but  iu  ultimately  routing,  disorganizing,  and 
ilemoraliziug  him  to  a  degree  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  modern 
warfare. 

Of  the  greater  part  of  these  events  and  scenes  you  youi'seli',  general, 
were  an  eyewitness.  Many  of  the  troops  of  my  command  fought  by 
your  side  and  iu  several  instances  received  orders  directly  from  you 
whilst  acting  as  they  necessarily  did  in  detached  bodies  and  in  various 
parts  of  the  wide  field  of  conflict.  Highly  a] »pr eclating,  general,  the 
marked  confidence  reposed  in  me  ever  since  I  joined  your  army,  as 
manifested  by  the  extensive  command  ami  the  responsible  strategic 
positions  assigned  to  me,  I  feel  conscious  of  having  acted  with  a  mind 
and  purpose  single  and  a  devotion  absolute  and  unreserved  in  the 
righteous  and  iiatriotic  cause  in  which  we  are  all  engaged;  and  in  this 
spirit  I  trust  my  commaiid  liave  so  far  shown  that  they,  too,  have  acted. 
Where  so  many  have  acted  well  their  parts  it  would  appear  almost 
invidious  to  mention  the  immes  of  any.  Nevertheless,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  state  that  the  conduct  of  Majors  Evans  and  Wheat  is  above  all  praise. 
That  Oapt.  David  B.  Harris,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  rendered 
the  most  valuable  services  during  the  whole  time  he  has  served  with  my 
command.  His  science  and  skill,  his  cool  and  calm  presence  of  mind 
in  the  midst  of  danger,  his  untiring  efibrts  under  the  most  trying  cir- 
cumstances, all  prove  him  to  be  an  officer  worthy  of  filling  a  higher 
rank  iu  that  highest  corps  of  the  army  to  which  he  belongs. 

Colonel  Withers  has  the  honor  of  having  captured  with  his  regiment 
(the  Eighteenth  Virginia  Volunteers)  a  battery  of  eight  guns,  and  of 
holding  the  same,  a  battery  Avhich  had  been  twice  previously  during 
the  day  captured  and  recovered  by  the  enemy.  Col.  Eobert  T.  Preston 
and  his  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  of  Virginia  A'olunteers  rendered  dis- 
tinguished services.  Col.  William  Smith  with  his  command  was  in  the 
hottest  of  the  fight  and  had  several  officers  and  men  wounded  and  killed 
and  his  own  horse  wounded.  The  Nineteenth  liegiment,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Strange,  having  been  longest  held  to  its  intrenched  position  at 
Lewis'  Ford,  which  it  bravely  defended  in  presence  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries and  infantry  in  great  strength,  was  thus  brought  last  into  the  more 
active  field  of  battle.  But  it  came  up  in  time  to  produce  by  its  presence 
an  effect  upon  the  then  wavering  enemy  and  to  take  part  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  retreating  columns  which  soon  ensued.  Captains  Latliam  and 
Rogers,  of  the  artillery,  and  Lieutenants  Davidson  and  Heaton  acted 
with  distinguished  bravery  and  skill.  Surgeon  Chancellor  and  Assist- 
ant Surgeons  Braxton  and  Powell,  of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment,  rendered 
very  prompt  and  valuable  relief  to  the  wounded  men,  both  to  our  own 
men  and  those  of  the  enemy.  To  Lieut.  John  E.  Cocke,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  the  Fifth  Brigade,  and  to  T.  J.  Randolph,  both  act- 
ing as  my  aides-de  camp  during  the  battle,  and  who  were  both  with  me 
or  bearing  orders,  often  through  the  hottest  fire,  I  owe  my  ackno\yl- 
edgments  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  both  dis- 
charged their  duties.  I  would  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  whole  command,  to  tbe  brave  and  patriotic  men  and  officers 
composing  it,  for  the  soldier-like  manner  in  which  they  have  submitted 
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to  necessary  discipline,  undergone  hardships,  and  otherwise  co-operated 
in  fulfilling  the  responsibility  of  the  command. 

And  finally,  trusting  that  this  command  has  fulfilled  its  duties  and 
that  impartial  history  will  do  justice  to  the  important  part  taken  by 
it  iu  achieving  the  late  glorious  victory, 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  OOOKE, 
Colonel,  Gommandin(j  Fifth  Brigade,  Army  of  Potomac. 

General  Beaueegaru, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Votomac. 

Note. — The  Fifth  Brigade  proper  consisted  of  tlie  Nineteenth, 
Eighteenth,  and  Twenty-eighth  Keginients  of  Virginia  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Strange,  Colonels  Withers  and  K.  T.  Preston  com- 
manding; Latham's  battery  of  artillery,  four  brass  0-pounder  gnus,  and 
Captains  Terry's  and  Langhorne's  troops  of  cavalry.  Wliilst  at  Center- 
ville,  prior  to  the  battle  of  the  21st  of  July,  Major  Wheat's  Louisiana 
First  Special  Battaliou  was  added  to  my  command  and  stationed  at  or 
near  Frying  Pan  Church,  and  Captain  Alexander's  troop  of  cavalry  also 
added  to  Terry's  at  the  same  place.  Subsequently  Major  Evans  was 
ordered  from  Leesburg  with  Sloan's  Fourth  Eegiment  of  South  Caro- 
lina Volunteers  to  Frying  Pan  Church,  with  orders  to  report  to  me  and 
act  as  a  partof  my  command  stationed  at  that  place.  With  this  forcel 
marched  under  general  orders  on  the  17th  of  July  to  take  x)Osition  at  or 
near  the  Stone  Bridge.  Betweeu  the  17tli  and  19th  Col.  Eppa  llunton 
with  his  command  arrived  at  Lewis'  farm  (Portici),  with  orders  to 
report  for  duty  with  my  command,  bringing  with  him  his  regiment  of 
Virginia  volunteers,  Captaiu  Rogers'  battery  of  4-pounder  brass  can- 
non, and  three  troops  of  cavalry.  To  this  command  was  also  added 
three  companies  under  Captain  Schaefter,  which  had  ])reviously  been 
stationed  at  the  Stone  Bridge,  and  three  companies  of  Fauquier  vol- 
unteers, part  of  Col.  William  Smith's  Forty-nuith  Itegiment  Virginia 
Volunteers. 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fifth  Brigade. 


liejMrt  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  1'.  Jones,  Fifth  Js'orth  Carolina  Infantry, 
of  the  battle  of  Hull  Hun. 

Blackburn's  Ford,  Btdl  Run,  July  ;.<>,  moi. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
In  obedience  to  orders  yesterday  morning  to  cross  the  creek  and  take 
position  on  the  right  of  the  ravine  in  front  of  the  enemy  preparatory 
to  making  a  charge  upon  a  battery,  then  being  used  against  your  coni- 
mand,  I  dispatched  two  companies  in  advance  as  skirmishers,  and  i)ro- 
ceeded  at  once  to  occupy  the  hill  Avithin  a  lew  hundred  yai'ds  of  the 
battery.  Upon  reaching  that  i)oint  1  found  the  two  companies  sent  out 
as  skirmishers.  We  were  fired  upon  with  grape  and  canister,  killing 
one  man  and  wounding  three.  The  whole  battalion  stood  firm  until  an 
order  was  received  to  retire  to  the  ravine  and  remain  until  further 
orders,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  Supposing,  then, my  men  to  be 
safe,  and  being  told  by  your  staff  officer  that  you  were  but  a  very  short 
distance  from  lae,  I  committed  the  indiscretion  of  going  to  where  you 
were  to  ask  some  special  instructions.  While,  absent  four  companies  of 
luy  battalion,  without  any  proper  cause,  retreated  about  100  yards.    I 
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succeeded  iu  rallying  all  of  tbem  except  two  officers  (Captain.  Goddia 
and  First  Lieutenant  Taylor).  (Japtains  Sinclair,  Company  A;  Gar- 
rett, Company  F;  lleeves,  Company  E,  and  First  Lieutenant  Doughtie, 
Company  H,  did  not  retreat,  but  behaved  well  tliroughont  the  whole 
day's  duty.  Captain  Brookficld's  company  (D)  started  to  retreat,  but 
were  immediately  rallied  by  him.  The  disgraceful  conduct  of  those 
who  retreated  1  cannot  account  for.  There  was  no  cause  for  it.  I 
attribute  the  blame  to  the  officers  concerned  in  it,  and  not  the  men.  I 
received  an  order  tosend  out  four  companies  asskirmishers, and  with  the 
others  to  hold  myself  iu  readiness  to  charge  the  enemy's  battery,  Avith 
an  order  to  announce  to  you  when  ready,  and  await  furtlier  orders.  I 
replied  that  I  was  ready,  but  received  afterward  <in  order  to  recrossthe 
creek  to  my  position  in  the  morning.  I  returned  to  that  position  and 
my  men  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  scouting  parties.  Their  fire 
was  returned,  resulting  in  the  killing  of  four  or  five  of  their  men.  The 
names  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  my  battalion  in  the  morning  were: 
Private  James  Manning,  Company  C,  killed;  Private  Wiley  Garner, 
Company  C,  wounded  slightly;  Private  llichardson.  Company  C, 
wounded  slightly;  Corpora!  Wiggins,  Company  G,  wounded  slightly. 
It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  add  that  I  had  but  little  assistance  in  coji- 
trolling  the  movement  of  my  battalion,  which  has  had  no  drilling,  I 
being  the  only  field  officer  present  for  duty,  and  the  adjutant  being 
absent.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  services  of  Rev.  James 
Sinclair,  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  who  acted  as  a  field  officer  and 
rendered  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  r.  JONES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Fifth  Infty.  North  Carolina  Ntate  Troopn, 

Commandirif)  liegimcnt  for  Jvly  21,  1861. 

Brigadier-(  i  eneral  Longstreet, 

CommandiiK/  Fourth  Brigade. 


Report  of  Col.  Montgomery  I).  Corse,  Seventeenth  Virginia  Infantry,  of 
action  at  Blachhurn' s  Ford,  July  18. 

Bull  Run,  July  19,  1861. 

General:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  the  operations  of  the 
Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Virginia  Volunteers  on  the  IStli  of  July: 

In  pursuance  of  your  orders  the  rifle  companies  (B  and  II),  com- 
manded  by  Captains  Simpson  and  Herbert,  were  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers along  the  right  bank  of  Bull  Run  above  Blackburn's  Ford, 
whilst  Companies  A  and  G,  commanded  by  Captains  Marye  and 
Towson,  were  posted  at  the  ford.  Companies  E  and  K,  under  Cap- 
tains Devanglin  and  Shackelford,  were  detached  and  i)osted  low  down 
the  run  on  the  right  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Virginia  Volunteers. 
About  1  p.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  on  the  opposite 
bank  and  opened  a  severe  and  continuous  fire  upon  the  First  and  Sev- 
entecTith  Regiments.  At  this  moment  the  remaining  companies  of  the 
regiment  were  marched  to  the  run,  and  resi)onded  lively  and  gallantly 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  Company  A,  Captain  Marye,  was  then  ordered  to 
cross  the  run  and  deploy  as  skirmishers  on  the  opposite  bank.  Com- 
pany G,  Captain  Head,  and  Company  F,  Captain  Hamilton,  were  sub- 
sequently ordered  to  cross  also  and  sustain  this  movement.    The  three 
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coiupauies  promptly  executed  these  orders,  and  after  bravely  driving 
the  enemy  through  the  woods  back  to  their  main  body  retired,  bringing 
their  own  wounded  and  seven  prisoners.  Some  fifteen  or  more  of  the 
enemy  were  killed,  and  many  wounded.  It  afiords  me  much  gratifica- 
tion to  remark  upon  the  coolness  and  bravery  manifested  by  botli  offi- 
cers and  men  nnder  my  command.  Particularly  I  must  speak  of  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Munford,  Major  Brent,  Adjutant 
Humphreys,  Captain  Marye,  and  Captain  Head,  who  were  actively  and 
fearlessly  employed  during  the  engagement  at  the  points  where  the  fire 
was  hottest.  I  must  also  mention  Surgeon  Lewis  and  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Snowden,  who  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  the 
wounded,  regardless  of  their  personal  safety.  I  regret  to  add  that 
Captains  Dulany  and  Presstman  were  severely  wounded  whilst  at  the 
head  of  their  companies.  Captain  Shackelford,  commanding  Company 
K,  and  Lieutenant  Javins,  of  Company  E,  were  slightly  wounded. 
Private  Thomas  E.  Sangster,  Com])any  A,  was  killed,  and  four  privates 
severely  and  six  slightly  wounded.  I  herewith  return  a  full  list  ot 
casualties.* 

Your  obedient  servant,  M.  D.  CORSE, 

Colonel,  Gomdg.  Seventeenth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Longstreet, 

Gommandinq  Fourth  Brigade,  C.  S.  Army. 

[2.] 


Reports  of  Col.  William  W.  Pendleton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  artillery, 
of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

Near  Manassas,  July  23, 1S61. 

General  :  As  directed  I  report  concerning  the  batteries  under  my 
command — those  of  Captain  Alburtis,  Captain  Stanard,  and  the  Rock- 
bridge Artillery — that  they  arrived  from  Winchester  at  Manassas  Junc- 
tion about  2  o'clock  on  Saturday,  20th  instant,  and  were  assigned 
position  for  rest  under  shelter  of  some  woods  near  the  center  of  the 
line  of  defenses;  that  early  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  21st,  Captain 
Stanard's  battery,  having  a  rifled  gun,  was  assigned  for  immediate 
service  to  General  Jackson's  brigade,  and  advanced  under  my  guidance 
with  a  portion  of  the  Washington  Artillery  from  New  Orleans,  under 
Major  Walton,  and  with  one  of  the  guns  of  the  Rockbridge  Artillery 
by  General  Jackson's  special  request,  toward  the  scene  of  action  then 
beginning  on  our  left.  While  thus  advancing  my  own  course  was 
changed  by  an  order  from  the  adjutant-general  directing  me  to  take 
the  batteries  under  my  command  from  the  forward  and  exposed  situa- 
tion where  they  had  rested  to  a  better  place  farther  back,  and  to  await 
orders  in  readiness  to  move  on  notice  into  action.  I  accordingly  con- 
ducted by  a  route  indicated  the  remaining  guns  of  the  Rockbridge 
Artillery  and  Captain  Alburtis'  battery  to  a  point  between  army  head- 
quarters and  the  field,  and  there  halting  reported  in  person  for  orders. 
Again  directed  to  await  in  readiness,  I  did  so  until  yourself  rapidly 
passing  gave  the  word,  and  by  your  order  we  hastened  to  the  scene  and 
arrived  in  proper  place  about  12  m.  In  the  midst  of  action — raging 
with  great  severity — our  position  was  skillfully  adjusted  by  General 
Jackson.  Being  promptly  arranged,  these  batteries  all  opened  upon 
the  enemy  a  well-directed  and  most  eflective  fire.  By  this  timely  and 
telling  attack,  continued  perhaps  an  hour  or  more,  the  batteries  of  the 

*  Slio-ws  1  man  killed,  4  officers  and  10  men  wounded. 
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enemy  were  greatly  crippled  aud  tbeir  advance  eflPectually  checked. 
Under  cover,  however,  of  some  brushwood,  and  because  when  seeu 
they  could  not  lor  a  considerable  time  be  distinguished  from  our  own 
troops,  a  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry  succeeded  in  gaining  a  point 
near  the  batteries  on  the  left.  They  were  promptly  met  by  a  charge 
from  the  infantry  that  had,  under  General  Jackson,  for  our  protection, 
held  place  in  our  rear.  From  the  melee  thus  occasioned  almost  in  our 
n.idst  it  became  necessary  at  once  to  remove  our  guns  to  another  point. 
They  were  accordingly  limbered  immediately  and  withdrawn  to  a  second 
position  to  the  right  and  rather  farther  back.  But  the  work  done  was 
sufficient;  the  enemy,  crippled  by  our  cannon  and  driven  by  the  fire 
aud  bayonets  of  our  brave  infantry,  gave  up  the  day  and  began  to 
retreat,  and  we  could  only  hasten  that  retreat  by  a  fire  well  aimed 
from  the  guns  of  longest  range.  I  rejoice  to  testify  to  the  admirable 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  and  observa- 
tion. Without  exception  they  behaved  with  exemplary  coolness,  skill, 
and  persevering  determination,  and  I  am  thankful  indeed  to  be  able  to 
state  that  under  the  shield  of  a  guardian  Providence  we  were  nearly 
all  mercifully  preserved. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 

Colonel,  Artillery,  &c. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

GoinimanMnq. 

I -'-.I 


Manassas  Junction,  JvXy  23, 1861. 

(jENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  conduct  and  con- 
dition of  the  Kockbridge  Artillery  in  connection  with  the  battle  of  the 
i'lst  instant,  as  attached  to  your  noble  brigade  and  under  my  immediate 
command : 

By  command  of  the  adjutant-general,  this  battery,  with  that  of  Cap- 
tain Albnrtis,  was  detained  near  our  resting  position  on  the  right  of 
the  20th  under  my  command,  awaiting  orders  to  move  at  any  moment. 
Captain  Stanard's  battery  and  that  of  Major  Walton  having  been  sent 
on  to  your  support.  While  we  thus  waited  the  action  began  to  rage 
far  to  the  left,  and  after  some  time  General  Johnston  passed  with  his 
staff  aud  directed  me  to  advance  with  one  of  the  batteries,  leaving  the 
other  to  follow  with  some  infantry  that  were  to  come  on.  With  this 
battery  I  accordingly  hastened  on,  leaving  that  of  Captain  Albiirtis  to 
follow  as  directed.  On  the  way  I  was  met  by  a  courier  from  General 
Beauregard  urging  up  all  the  artillery.  Increasing  if  possible  our 
already  rapid  advance,  in  consequence  of  sending  a  messenger  to  bring 
on  Captain  Albnrtis  at  once,  I  proceeded  with  the  Rockbridge  Artillery 
to  the  scene.  Near  the  field  we  came  up  with  the  battery  of  Major 
Walton  and  part  of  Captain  Stanard's,  awaiting  orders.  Here  on 
inquiry  of  General  Johnston  I  learned  the  general  course  we  were  to 
take,  and  being  urged  to  press  forward  all  that  could  advance,  I  car- 
ried on  this  battery,  with  the  two  guns  of  Captain  Stanard,  word  being 
left  for  Captain  Albnrtis  to  join  us  immediately.  Pressing  along  the 
narrow  and  difficult  road  through  the  pine  thicket  we  reached  the 
point  where  you  were  standing  as  suitable  for  our  position.  Here  the 
l)ieces  were  all  as  speedily  as  possible  brought  into  action  and  con- 
tinued their  skillfully-directed  aud  well- sustained  fire  for  perhaps  some 
three  hours,  doing  immense  damage  to  the  enemy  and  contributing  an 
important  share  to  the  glorious  victory  of  the  day.  The  batteries  of 
the  enemy  having,  under  the  i)owerful  fire  directed  against  them, 
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become  greatly  crippled,  au  advance  was  attempted  by  them  to  carry 
our  batteries.  Under  cover  of  tlie  brnshwood  on  onr  left,  and  because 
they  could  not  be  distinguished  from  our  own  men,  so  that  our  tire  was 
for  a  time  withheld  from  them,  they  succeeded  in  getting  very  uear  us 
on  the  left.  At  this  moment  the  infantry  in  the  rear,  acting  as  our 
support,  rushed  forward  with  charged  bayouets  and  a  close  contest 
ensued  almost  in  our  midst  of  ball  and  bayonet.  From  this  melee  it 
became  necessary  for  us  promptly  to  withdraw.  The  pieces  were 
therefore  limbered  and  removed,  a  movement  Avhich  was  accomplislied 
'  in  perfect  order,  the  last  piece  of  the  Eockbridge  Artillery  continuing 
to  tire  u])on  the  advancing  enemy  until  all  the  rest  had  been  limbered 
and  were  in  motion.  By  the  time  we  had  reached  the  second  position, 
to  the  right  and  farther  back,  the  enemy,  crippled  by  our  cannon  and 
driven  by  our  gallant  infantry,  were  in  full  retreat,  and  the  only  addi- 
tional service  left  for  us  was  to  expedite  that  retreat  by  sending  after 
our  routed  invaders  a  few  balls  from  the  guns  of  longest  range.  The 
officers  and  men  of  this  battery,  like  all  tlie  rest  under  my  observation, 
behaved  with  exemplary  courage,  constancy,  and  skill.  All  performed 
their  parts  with  fidelity  and  pi-ecision,  and  are  entitled  to  a  just  meas- 
ure of  honor  for  their  good  conduct.  Lieutenant  Brockenbrough 
received  a  slight  wound  in  the  face,  Corporal  Jordan  experienced  a 
severe  bruise  on  and  temporarily  disabling  the  foot,  and  Private  Sin- 
gleton was  shot  by  a  mnsket-ball  in  the  arm,  the  wound  being  painful 
and  serious,  but  it  is  hoped  not  dangerous.  A  slight  contusion  on  the 
hip  by  a  spent  ball  from  the  left  and  a  slight  graze  on  the  lower  tip  of 
the  right  ear  were  the  only  approaches  to  a  wound  experienced  by 
myself.  We  had  no  piece  injured  and  no  horse  killed  in  the  entire 
tight.  One  or  two  horses  were  slightly  injured  (among  them  my  own) 
by  a  iiesh  shot  in  the  leg,  and  one  or  two  that  had  been  allowed  to 
infantry  officers  for  use  in  the  action  were  killed,  but  there  are  no 
other  casualties. 

W.  N,  PENDLETON, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States,  and 

Acting  Captain  Rockbridge  Artillery. 
General  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


AUGUST  20,  186L— Skirmish  at  Hawk's  Nest,  W.  Va. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  ISt.  George  Groghan,  First  Cavalry,  Wise  Legion. 

PiCKETTs',  August  20,  18(!1 — 9  a.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  just  had  a  skirmish  witli  the  enemy;  have  taken  two 
prisoners  and  killed  one,  as  far  as  positively  known.  I  have  learned 
every  parti(!ular  in  relation  to  the  enemy,  and  know  exactly  the  num- 
bers and  position.  Will  you  permit  me  to  request  that  with  all  possi- 
ble speed  you  will  send  me  four  or  five  companies  of  infantry,  armed 
with  Harper's  Ferry  rifles  and  bayonet  muskets.  Cavalry  are  oi'  no  use 
to  me,  and  infantry  cannot  reach  me  iu  time  to  take  advantage  of  my 
information  unless  you  will  permit  your  cavalry  to  be  dismounted  and 
mount  infantry  upon  tbeir  horses  to  reach  me  at  this  place  with  speed. 

If  you  will  do  so  I  will,  if  I  get  them  in  time,  march  to  their  rear, 
and  deliver  over  to  you  700  prisoners  on  your  arrival.  Every  hour  is 
of  the  greatest  moment.  If  not  taken  at  their  present  encampment 
they  will  retire  on  your  approach  and  fall  back  to  Gauley,  and  thus 
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re-enforcc  the  commaud  there.  There  are  no  troops  but  the  seven 
companies  mentioned  this  side  of  Gauley,  and  there  are  no  earth-works 
thrown  up,  as  represented,  this  side  of  the  river.  On  the  other  bank 
they  are  building  enbankments  the  whole  length  of  the  road.  They 
have  three  regiments,  the  First  and  Second  Ohio,  and  Twelfth  Ohio 
Ilegiment,  at  Gauley.  Each  regiment  has  two  field  pieces,  and  one  of 
each  rifled.  There  is  no  artillery  with  the  troops  at  Likens'  Mill,  as 
represented;  it  was  a  mistake  of  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  cavalry, 
which  led  me  to  inform  you  that  a  cannon  was  placed  to  rake  the  road. 
If  you  cannot  send  nie  re- enforcements  in  the  manner  I  have  suggested 
or  by  wagons,  I  can  place  my  command  in  the  enemy's  rear  and  wait 
for  you  to  come  on,  but  I  think  the  former  plan  the  safest  and  surest. 
Dispatch  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 
Respectfully, 

ST.  GEO.  CEOGHAJT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Cavalry. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Floyd, 

You  may  rely  entirely  upon  the  accuracy  of  this  information.    The 
enemy  have  twenty-five  cavalry  armed  with  carbines  and  sabers. 

[5.J 


AUGUST  27-28,  1861.— Skirmishes  near  Bailey's  Cross-Roads,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  G.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Corps, 

August  ~^(9,  ISOl. 

Colonel:  I  send  herewith  the  report  of  Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  of 
the  affair  of  yesterday,  and  send  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.*  The 
prisoners  (eight)  were  forwarded  under  guard  about  two  hours  ago. 
The  left  of  our  position  at  Munsou's  and  Upton's  is  not  properly 
guarded,  nor  have  I  the  means  of  watching  it  properly.  My  cavalry 
force  after  taking  couriers  for  tlie  headquarters,  and  sujjplying  General 
Jones  with  his  twenty  men,  gives  me  from  fourteen  to  twenty;  just 
enough  for  an  escort  for  the  field  ofBcer  of  the  day.  General  Bonham 
writes  me  that  he  has  three  or  four  vedettes  at  Vienna.  I  think  that 
he  has  no  more  out  in  any  important  direction.  If  he  could  establish 
a  picket  at  Lewinsville  it  would  make  the  watch  from  all  points  perfect 
and  relieve  my  force  at  Falls  Church  of  a  great  deal  of  anxiety.  This 
would  be  entirely  safe  from  anything  like  a  surprise.  Some  command- 
ing point  south  of  that,  where  the  troops  could  retreat  upon  Falls 
Church,  would  answer  the  same  purpose,  if  he  has  not  force  enough  to 
keep  up  the  lookout  at  Lewinsville.  If  it  is  established,  the  party  in 
position  should  be  particularly  cautioned  to  give  notice  at  Falls  Church 
of  any  advance  against  us.  I  find  some  inconvenience  in  getting  our 
supplies  of  rations.  We  can  only  get  four  or  five  days'  rations  at  a 
time.  This  keeps  me  constantly  on  the  watch  and  is  exceedingly  annoy- 
ing. My  staff  officers  are  all  fresh,  and  I  am  obliged  to  look  to  every 
little  item. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  LONGSTEEET, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Col.  T.  Jordan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[''•] [ 

*  See  next,  post. 
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Report  of  Cut  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquakters, 
Munson's  Hill,  August  28,  18C1. 

Geneeal:  I  iuclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.*  I  have  no  Ume 
for  a  detailed  report  of  the  affair  of  yesterday,  but  I  acquainted  Itev. 
D.  Ball,  cliaplain  to  my  regiment,  as  well  as  Major  Skinner,  with  all  the 
particulars,  and  requested  them  to  inform  you  last  night,  which  I  hope 
will  answer  for  the  present.  As  soon  as  it  was  fair  light  this  morn- 
ing I  had  a  piece  of  rifled  cannon,  Washington  Battery  [Artillery], 
brought  clandestinely  in  position  to  bear  on  Bailey's  Oross-Roads  and 
fired  four  shots,  distance  being  by  the  shots  1,3.50  yards.  The  shots 
took  effect  admirably,  dispersing'the  entire  force  at  that  jioint,  and 
developed  what  it  was  my  object  to  ascertain — that  they  had  no  artillery 
there.  'Munson's  Hill  is  a  flue  place  for  a  battery,  and  is  more  capable 
of  defense  than  Mason's  Hill.  The  fire  of  artillery  dispersed  also  a 
long  line  of  skirmishers,  who  ran  precipitately  without  being  in  the 
slightest  danger  from  its  shots.  The  First  Eegiment  is  at  Falls  Church, 
and  I  have  directed  its  commander  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move 
up  to  my  support,  or  act  to  the  left,  as  circumstances  indicate.  Two 
companies  of  that  regiment  are  ordered  to  occupy  the  ridge  along 
Upton's.  I  sent  back  Beckham's  section  of  artillery,  as  the  men  were 
pretty  well  used  up  from  fatigue  and  hunger,  and  I  am  now  going  to 
send  back  to  Mason's  Hill  Major  Johnson's  command  (two  companies), 
and  relieve  those  companies  of  your  command  here,  who  have  been  out 
so  long,  and  send  them  back  to  Falls  Church.  I  believe  this  a  fine  line 
of  defense;  I  mean  the  line  passing  through  this  and  Mason's  Hill. 
Every  inch  of  the  road  is  visible  from  here  to  Bailey's  Cross-Koads. 
The  force  now  here  and  at  Falls  Church  I  consider  suflScient  for  the 
present,  and  the  best  school  of  practice  possible  for  our  troops.  I  con- 
sider the  enemy's  design  not  to  meet  us  outside  their  trenches  in  force 
pretty  well  developed.  Please  send  this  to  General  Johnston  for  me 
Most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

[J.  Longstreet, 

Brigadier-  General.] 

P.  S. — The  scattered  fragments  of  the  force  at  Bailey's  Cross-Roads 
reassembled,  and  I  have  the  piece  in  position  to  stir  them  up  again 
whenever  they  group  in  sufficient  force  to  warrant  the  expenditure  of 
our  ammunition. 

J.  E.  B.  S. 

[Indornenieut.] 

The  list  of  jirisoners  forwarded  about  two  hours  ago  should  be  added 
to  this  report. 

J.  LONGSTREET, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


'  Shows  1  killed  and  6  wounded. 
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SEPTEMBER  4,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Great  Falls,  Md. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Squires,  First  Company,  Battalion  Washing- 
■  ton  [La.)  Light  Artillery. 

Battalion  Washington  Artillery, 

Camp  Orleans,  September  9,  18(n. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  requiring  a  report  of  the 
service  in  which  my  battery  was  engaged  from  the  3d  to  the  6th  of 
September,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

1  n  accordance  with  special  orders,  the  First  Company — say,  2  commis- 
sioned offlcers,  5  noii  commissioned  officers,  and  47  privates,  with  one 
3-inch  rifled  cannon,  two  12pounder  howitzers,  I  provision  wagon,  and 
36  horses,  left  Camp  Orleans  at  4.30  p.  m.  the  3d  instant,  and  after 
an  agreeable  and  easy  march  of  two  hours,  arrived  at  Germantown, 
where  according  to  your  orders  I  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E,  Jones. 
By  order  of  the  latter  the  horses  weie  well  fed,  and  we  rested  until  11 
p.  m.,  when,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  I  proceeded  with  my  bat- 
tery, guided  by  troopers,  to  Hunter's  Mills,  where  I  reported  to  Colonel 
Jenkins  for  duty.  My  l)attery  was  ordered  to  follow  the  Fifth  South 
Carolina  Eegiment,  which  was  immediately  put  in  motion,  together 
with  one  squadron  of  cavalry.  The  whole  command  proceeded  over  a 
hilly  country,  and  although  late  at  night,  and  we  could  scarcely  see  the 
heads  of  our  horses,  no  serious  accident  happened  to  our  heavy  car- 
riages. During  the  march  the  whole  command  was  several  times  halted, 
caused  by  a  few  of  the  miserable  animals  furnished  the  battery  for 
light  artillery  horses,  which,  for  want  of  sufficient  food,  appeared 
totally  unfit  for  any  service;  and  allow  me  here  to  state,  if  this  evil  is 
not  remedied  by  an  additional  pair  of  horses  to  each  carriage,  or  by 
attaching  sound,  strong,  and  well  fed  horses  to  the  command,  we  shall 
some  day  be  compelled  to  abandon  a  portion  of  our  artil]erj\ 

About  7.30  a.  m.  on  the  4th  instant  we  arrived  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Potomac  River  near  Great  Falls  and  placed  in  position  the  rifled 
cannon  on  a  high  hill  thickly  wooded,  bearing  upon  a  group  of  houses 
on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river  and  distant  about  1 ,500  yards.  The 
howitzers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Kichardson,  were  placed  to  the 
left  of  the  rifled  cannon  and  nearly  opposite  the  above-named  houses. 
At  8  o'clock  a.  m.  we  opened  fire,  throwing  shell  filled  with  an  incen- 
diary comijosition,  which,  with  a  few  exceptions,  exploded  inside  or  ou 
the  roofs  of  the  houses,  causing  the  occupants  to  rush  out  and  leave  at 
a  double-quick.  The  firing  Avas  kept  up  briskly  for  ten  or  fifteen  mia- 
utes,  when  a  yellow  flag  was  seen  to  emerge  from  the  top  of  one  of  the 
houses  on  the  extreme  left.  Colonel  Jenkins,  seeing  the  flag,  ordered 
me  to  change  my  fire  to  an  encampment  directly  in  front  of  the  hill  on 
which  the  rifle  cannon  was  situated,  which  I  can  safely  say  resulted  to 
our  advantage.  Lieutenant  Eicliardson,  observing  the  hospital  flag, 
directed  the  howitzers  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  houses  and  some  dis- 
tance from  the  house  ou  which  the  flag  appeared.  While  firing  upon 
the  encampment,  we  observed  several  pieces  of  artillery  which  we 
expected  would  open  upon  us,  as  their  position  was  changed  several 
times,  but  they  were  finally  moved  and  taken  from  view.  We  fired 
several  rounds  of  solid  shot  upon  the  canal  on  the  opposite  side,  which 
I  have  been  informed  dislodged  several  stones.    I  was  ordered  to  cease 


40  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  "W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXin. 

firing  and  limber  np  at  a  quarter  to  !),  ■nbeii  tbe  whole  command  was 
put  iu  motion,  and  after  a  tiresome  march  of  twenty  miles  we  arrived 
at  tiermantown  about  dark,  where  the  horses  were  well  fed  and  the 
men  rested  until  the  6th  instant,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered 
by  General  Jones  to  return  to  this  camp.  Iu  this  service  we  fired  111 
shots,  as  follows:  Eifle  cauiion  (Sergt.  Edward  Owen,  Lance  Corpl. 
E.  I.  Kursheedtj,  twenty- three  solid  shot,  twelve  shell;  howitzers 
(Lieutenant  Eichardson  commanding.  Sergeants  Galbraith  and  Brown, 
Corporals  Payne  and  Aby),  fifty-three  spherical  case  and  twenty-three 
shell.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  Lieutenant  Rich- 
ardson, the  non  commissioned  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  com- 
mand— the  veterans  of  Bull  Run  and  Manassas.  They  showed  the  same 
coolness  and  determijiaticm  that  so  characterized  your  whole  command 
during  those  eventful  engagements. 

With  much  respect,  major,  1  am,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SQUIRES, 
Jst  Lieut. J  Gonicty.  1st  Company   Washington  Arty.,  of  New  Orleans. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

[5.] 


SEPTEMBER   10,   1861.— Engagement  at  Carnifix   Ferry,  Gauley   Eiver, 

W.  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army.* 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

(Jamp  on  the  Road,  September  12,  18G1. 
Sir:  The  enemy,  said  to  be  under  tbe  command  of  General  Rose- 
crans,  numbering  ten  legiments,  appeared  before  my  intrenched  camp 
on  the  10th  at  2  p.  m.,  and  commenced  au  attack  with  all  arms,  which 
continued  until  dark.  Our  force,  numbering  less  thau  2,000  men 
engaged,  resisted  the  assault  with  firmuess  and  determination.  The 
enemy  was  repulsed  five  successive  times.  Finding  ourselves  unable 
to  resist  successfully  the  overwhelmiug  numbers  of  the  enemy,  I  deter- 
mined to  recross  the  ri\er.  This  we  did  without  the  loss  of  a  nuiu  or 
any  accident  worthy  of  mention.  Tbe  enemy  Avas  so  crippled  in  the 
fight  that  they  were  unable  to  pursue  us,  and  we  passed  tbe  river  with- 
out molestation.  They  are  very  strong,  and  superaddijig  tbe  8,000  or 
9,000  men  brought  dowu  in  the  column  to  the  5,000  of  General  Oox  at 
Gauley  Bridge,  which  has  been  within  a  few  days  re-enforced  by  2,000 
more,  it  constitutes  au  exceedingly  formidable  array,  one  which  it  is 
entirely  impossible  to  resi.st  with  the  forces  at  my  conjmand.  Sickness 
has  almost  deprived  this  command  of  half  its  number.  The  wliole 
effective  force  to-day  amounts  to  4,200  men  only.  Tbe  design  of  tiie 
enemy,  beyond  all  doubt,  is  to  advance  upon  Lewisburg  and  the  rail- 
roads in  the  interior  of  tbe  State.  The  column  from  Summersville  is 
already  busily  engaged  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river,  to  be  ioined 
no  doubt,  by  such  forces  as  can  be  spared  by  General  Cox.  We  are 
only  able  with  our  present  numbers  to  harass  them  on  their  advance. 
You  will  see  from  this  statement  tbe  great  necessity  of  sending  without 
delay  sufficient  re-enforcements  to  resist  the  advance.  I  think  the  idea 
of  penetrating  the  interior  of  tbe  State  by  tbe  line  which  you  occupy  is 

*  See  also  Vol.  V,  p.  146. 
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abandoned,  and  instead  of  it  the  plan  of  invasion  by  tliis  line  has  been 
adopted.  Our  losses  at  Camp  Gauley  amounted  to  less  than  twenty 
wounded;  that  of  the  enemy  was  exceedinjfly  heavy,  as  reported  [to]  us 
by  prisoners  and  others.  I  was  much  gra  fciiied  to  find  from  your  note  of 
the  8th,  received  by  me  this  morning,  that  a  recrossing  of  the  Gauley 
liiver  under  the  circumstances  was  regarded  as  proi)er  by  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawha. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  Lee. 
[5.J 

Report  of  Col.  Alexander  W.  Reynolds,  Fiftieth   Virginia  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Fiftieth  Virginia  Kegiment, 

Floyd's  Brigade,  0.  S.  Army, 
Camp  on  Sewell,  September  15,  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  Brigadier-General  Floyd,  1  moved  my  regiment  from  our  temporary 
canii>,  which  was  about  one  mile  in  advance  of  the  main  camp  at  Gau- 
ley, and  took  post  in  the  center  of  the  line  of  log  breast-works  and  on 
the  left  of  the  earth-works  and  battery  of  four  guns.  The  regiment 
formed  into  line  behind  the  breast-works  at  2.30  p.  m.  Within  a  few 
minutes  after  I  was  informed  of  the  rapid  approach  of  the  enemy.  At 
3  p.  m.  a  heavy  column  moved  to  attack  us,  which  was  gallantly 
rejiulsed  by  the  right  wing  after  a  sharp  exchange  of  fire  lasting  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  the  enemy  then  taking  shelter  behind  some  houses 
and  haystacks  beyond  the  range  of  oiir  fire,  from  which  position  they 
continued  to  fire  upon  us  with  their  Enfield  rifles.  At  3.30  p.  ui.  the 
enemy,  having  placed  their  artillery  in  position,  opened  upon  my  line  a 
terrific  fire  of  shells,  grape,  shraimel,  round  shot,  and  with  rifle  cannou, 
which  was  continued  with  but  little  intermission  until  7  p.  m.  At  about 
5  p.  m.  a  heavy  column  (supposed  to  be  an  entire  brigade)  advanced  to 
assault  our  center.  Our  fire  was  reserved  until  the  enemy  approached 
to  within  100  yards,  when  a  well-directed  fire  from  our  whole  line 
checked  their  advance.  After  a  contest  of  forty-five  minutes  the  enemy 
(notwithstanding  the  efibrts  of  some  of  their  officers  to  rally  them) 
broke  and  ran.  About  6  i).  m.  a  third  attempt  was  made  to  force  our 
center,  which  met  with  the  same  result  as  the  preceding,  our  regiment 
awaiting  their  approach  coolly  and  routing  them  completely.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  battle  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  was  high.  They 
attempted  to  enfilade  my  line,  which  they  failed  to  do  in  consequence  of 
one  of  their  guns  having  been  disabled  by  the  fire  from  the  battery  in 
the  earth  work.  At  7.10  p.  in.  the  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  retired 
from  the  field.  During  the  entire  engagement  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  exhibited  the  greatest  coolness  and  deteruiination,  and 
though  but  few  had  ever  heard  tlie  sound  of  cannon,  they  evinced  a 
spirit  which  would  have  done  credit  to  veterans.  I  must  beg  leave  to 
bring  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief  the 
gallantry  and  coolness  of  Maj.  C.  E.  Tliorburn,  of  this  regiment  (whose 
name  was  favorably  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Cross 
Lanes).  From  the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  action  he  was 
engaged  in  various  parts  of  the  line  encouraging  the  men  and  instruct- 
ing them  as  to  the  best  mode  of  making  their  fire  effective.  I  recom- 
mend also  to  his  notice  the  good  conduct  of  John  L,  Cowardin,  adjutant 
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of  the  regiment,  who  was  energetic  in  conveying  orders.  I  also  recom- 
mend to  liis  favorable  attention  Capt.  L.  H.  N.  Salyer,  of  Company  H, 
who,  under  the  supervision  of  Major  Thorburn,  rendered  with  a  portion 
of  his  company  most  effective  service  against  the  sharitshooteis  of  the 
enemy.  Corporal  Lyon,  of  Company  I,  exhibited  bravery  and  great 
skill  ill  picking  off  several  of  the  enemy  who  were  posted  behind  trees 
after  the  main  body  had  fallen  back.  All  the  officers  of  the  regiment 
behaved  with  gallantry  and  coolness  throughout  the  action.  Our  loss 
was  3  privates  wounded;  2  lieutenants,  1  sergeant,  and  11  privates 
missing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  EEYNOLDS, 
Colonel  Fiftieth  Virginia  Regiment,  Floyd's  Brigade,  C.  iS.  Army. 

Capt.  W.  E.  Peters, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General,  Floyd?s  Brigade. 

[5.J 


SEPTEMBER  11,  1861.— Reconnaissance  from  Chain  Bridge  to  Lewinsville, 

Va.,  and  action. 

Report  of  Capt.   Thomas  L.  Kosser,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Battery,  Battalion  Washington  [La.)  Light  Artillery. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Battery,  Washington  Artillery, 

Munsoti's  Hill,  Ya.,  September  14,  1861, 
Major:  In  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 
on  the  11th  instant,  about  12  o'clock,  I  immediately  proceeded  with  one 
section  of  my  battery  (one  3-inch  rifled  gun  and  one  12pounder  howitzer) 
in  rear  of  the  regiment  of  infantry  which  I  found  at  Taylor's  Cross- 
Eoads,  in  the  direction  of  Lewinsville,  until  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy,  and  considerably  in  his  rear — a  narrow  lane,  where  the  column 
halted.  I  then  rode  forward  to  observe  the  position  of  the  enemy.  I 
ascertained  that  his  right  had  discovered  our  approach  and  was  moving 
rapidly  to  his  rear  and  left  to  join  the  main  body  of  his  forces.  But 
before  the  alarm  had  been  communicated  to  the  left  I  moved  my  section 
of  artillery  forward,  and  surprised,  by  a  shot  from  the  rifle,  a  large 
body  of  infantry  which  was  occupying  an  inclosure  and  house  about 
600  yards  off.  This  evidently  was  their  first  notification  of  our  pres- 
ence, and  threw  them  into  great  confusion.  This  shot  was  followed 
quickly  by  a  spherical  case  from  the  howitzer,  whose  eSect  was  to  scat- 
ter the  enemy  and  put  him  in  retreat.  The  road  over  which  the  enemy 
retreated  is,  in  this  locality,  nearly  parallel  to  the  lane  in  which  my 
pieces  were  planted,  and  from  the  rapidity  of  my  fire  and  the  confusion 
of  the  enemy  consequent  upon  every  discharge,  I  can  but  believe  that 
he  suffered  terribly,  ^.fter  he  had  been  driven  from  the  field  I  rode 
over  this  ground  and  found  2  killed,  1  mortally  wounded,  and  captured 
1  prisoner.  The  road  here  was  plowed  by  my  projectiles  and  thick 
with  fragments  of  shell,  and  strewn  with  canteens,  haversacks,  and  a 
few  muskets  of  the  enemy.  Upon  a  slight  eminence  near  a  house  a  few 
paces  from  the  road  and  to  the  right  of  my  position  two  field  pieces,  a 
rifle  and  a  howitzer,  were  placed,  which  returned  our  fire  warmly  until 
their  retreating  column  had  passed;  then,  re-enforced  by  six  more 
pieces,  kept  up  the  fire  for  a  short  time  from  this  position,  then  fired 
retiring,  evidently  supposing  themselves  pursued,  for  as  I  rode  along  in 
their  rear  I  observed  their  projectiles  falling  far  in  advance  of  me,  and 
fully  a  mile  in  advance  of  my  battery. 
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It  affords  ine  great  pleasure  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  my  men  was 
admirable.  Though  in  position  where  the  enemy's  greatly  superior 
force  could  be  clearly  seen,  and  opposed  by  great  superiority  of  num- 
bers of  cannon,  every  man  performed  his  whole  duty  coolly  and  cheer- 
fully. My  attention  was  particularly  called  to  Lieutenant  Slocomb,  for 
whose  gallant  service  I  am  truly  grateful.  He  was  engaged  all  the 
time  assisting  the  cannoneers  in  pointing  and  ranging  the  pieces  by 
pointing  out  the  enemy  and  observing  the  effect  of  each  shot.  One  of 
the  gunners  being  sick,  1  assigned  Private  John  D.  Britton  to  the  impor- 
tant post  of  gunner  of  the  howitzer,  and  the  accuracy  of  his  fire,  his 
coolness  and  energy,  entitles  him  to  the  greatest  praise.  The  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  case  and  shell  projectiles  furnished  me  a  few  days  since 
for  the  service  of  the  rifled  guns  was  again  exemplified  in  this  engage 
ment;  not  one  of  them  (owing  to  the  want  of  sufficient  windage  for  the 
time  fuse)  exploded.  The  Bormann  fuse,  with  which  the  spherical  case 
and  shell  for  the  howitzer  were  served,  showed  in  their  manufacture 
great  deficiency.  There  was  no  uniformity  whatsoever  in  their  burning. 
Some  cut  at  five  seconds  did  not  burn  in  many  cases;  twootherscut  at 
two  burned  as  long  as  four  or  five  seconds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  EOSSEE, 
C.  S.  Army,  Captain  Heeond  Battery,  Washington  Artillery. 
Maj.  J.  B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Wanhinf/ton  Artillery. 

Note. — In  this  engagement  sixty-six  rifle  and  forty-one  spherical  case 
were  fired.     At  the  earliest  possible  moment  I  will  replenish  my  store. 

T.  L.  E. 

[5.J 


OCTOBEB  3,  1861.— Engagement  at  Greenbrier  River,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  lAeut.  Col.  Alexander  G.  Taliaferro,  Tirenty-third  Virginia 

Infantry. 

SiE :  The  Tweuty-third  Eeginient,  under  my  command,  occupied  the 
trenches  in  front  of  the  position.  The  officers  and  men  bore  themselves 
admirably.  They  were  perfectly  steady,  cool,  and  deliberate,  and 
impatient  for  the  conflict,  and  this  amid  showers  of  shot  and  shell, 
which  fell  upon  and  around  them  for  upward  of  four  hours.  The 
casualties  were  two  men  severely  and  probably  mortally  wounded, 
whose  names  are  given  below,  a  Companies  A  and  I,  of  this  regiment, 
gallantly  volunteered  under  a  heavy  fire  to  cross  the  river  and  attack 
the  enemj'  in  the  open  field,  and  after  reporting  to  Colonel  Johnson, 
who  was  to  command  the  attacking  party,  but  who  afterward  con- 
cluded, in  the  face  of  the  immense  force  of  the  enemy  now  visible,  to 
change  his  plans,  were  ordered  tore-enforce  the  command  detailed  to 
hold  tlie  river-bank,  and  on  the  left  flank,  which  position  they  main- 
tained during  the  action. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  G.  TALIAFERRO, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  William  B.  Taliapeeeo, 

Acting  General  of  Brigade,  Headquarters  Greenbrier  River. 

•[5.J , 

o  Wounded:  Private  Reinbardt,  Coinpauy  H;  Private  Flemiug,  Coiiipauy  K. 
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Report  of  Capt.  John  G.  Hic/ginbotham,  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Virginia  Vols., 

Gamp  Bartow,  W.  Va.,  October  4,  18G1. 
Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  issued  me  upon  the  morning 
of  tlie  3d  instant  my  regiment  was  formed  calmly  and  marched  im- 
mediately to  the  trench  assigned  and  marked  as  my  destination  and 
post  in  tlie  then  coming  engagement.  We  were  not  there  long  until 
ordered  to  leave  our  arms  and  return  to  (juarters  to  obtain  breakfast 
for  the  command,  but  were  soon  seen  to  retrace  our  steps  back  as  the 
roll  beat  to  arms.  The  enemy  were  then  in  full  view  of  the  left  of  our 
lines,  but  did  not  advance  sufiQcieutly  near  to  open  the  conflict  until,  T 
think,  8.05a.m.,  when  we  were  kept  under  a  heavj'^lire  from  their  artillery, 
increasing  gradually  as  an  advance  was  made  upon  us,  and  new  batteries 
being  located,  with  which  they  seemed  fortunate  enough  almost,  in  two 
or  three  instances,  to  get  the  range  of  our  ditches.  Your  order  was 
promptlycomplied  with  by  sending  a  re-enforcenientoftwenty  men  under 
Lieutenant  Fitchett,  of  the  Ui)shur  Greys,  to  the  aid  of  Colonel  Scott, 
whilst  they  were  exposed  to  a  good  and  tolerably  well-directed  fire 
from  the  enemy's  guns.  My  command  was  not  brought  into  action  at 
any  time  during  the  engagement,  but  I  can  with  pleasure  state  I  never 
saw  more  caution,  good,  soldierlike  behavior,  and  true  eagerness  for 
the  fray  than  was  exhibited  upon  the  part  of  the  men  and  officers 
yesterday.  . 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  yours  in  obedience, 

JNO.  C.  ITIGGINBOTHAM, 
Captain,  Gommanding  Twenty  fifth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Actg.  Brig.  Geu.  William  B.  Taliaferro, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Brigade  of  Virginia  Vols.,  at  Greenbrier  River. 


Report  of  Gol.  William  G.  Scott,  Forty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry. 

HDyiJs.  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 

October  4,  1861. 

The  undersigned,  colonel  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  of  Virginia 
Volunteers,  being  directed  by  Col.  W.  B.  Taliaferro  to  report  to  him 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  so  far  as  they  come  within  his  observation, 
together  with  the  action  and  behavior  of  his  regiment  in  the  battle  of 
yesterday,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  Forty-fourth  Regiment  occupying  that  part  of  the  intrenchments 
nearest  the  enemy,  and  immediately  between  their  batteries  and  those 
attached  to  the  brigade  which  you  command,  whilst  it  exposed  tliat 
regiment  and  their  camp  greatly  to  the  effect  of  the  enemy's  shot  it 
the  better  enabled  the  undersigned  to  watch  and  ascertain  their  move- 
ments.   The  battle  commenced  about  —  a.  m.  and  lasted  till p.  m. 

during  the  whole  of  which  time  an  active  cannonading  took  place,  with 
scarcely  any  intermissiou,  but  although  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  was 
comparatively  greatly  exposed  from  the  cause  above  mentioned,  and 
one  who  served  our  artillery  was  killed  and  several  others  wounded  in 
a  few  feet  of  our  line,  yet  the  undersigned  is  pleased  to  state.that  not 
one  of  our  regiment  was  killed  and  but  two  stunned  and  knocked  down 
by  a  cannon  ball,  and  two  or  three  others  slightly  wounded  from  the 
effects  of  shells.    The  enemy  being  near  the  river  for  some  time  after 
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the  battle  commenced,  of  their  attempt  to  cross  it  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  on  our  left  flank,  the  undersigned  knows  nothing.  Eut  this 
the  undersigned  does  know,  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  did  pro- 
ceed under  cover  of  a  wdod  within  about  000  yards  of  our  intrenchments, 
evidently  with  the  intention  of  emerging  from  tlie  Avood  in  line  of  battle 
parallel  to  our  intrenchments,  and  of  attacking  us  in  front,  but  after 
getting  into  the  wood  parallel  to  our  intrenchments,  or  nearly  so,  they 

Avere  fired  on  by Battery,  and  although  the  iirivates  were  urged 

by  every  kind  of  language  by  their  officers  to  attack  us,  they  could  not 
be  prevailed  on  to  do  so,  and  at  last  retired  the  same  way  they  came  in 
evident  trepidation  and  confusion.  While  tbis  force  was  forming  imme- 
diately iu  our  front,  another  large  force  of  the  enemy  emerged  from 
the  valley  and  entered  the  wood,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
as  a  reserve  to  the  first  in  the  attack  on  our  front.  On  the  retirement 
of  these  two  forces  the  battle  ceased  and  the  whole  force  of  tlie  enemy 
retired.  After  the  first-mentioned  force  entered  the  wood,  the  under- 
signed explained  to  his  regiment  their  object  in  doing  so;  that  being 
nearer  to  them  and  immediately  opposite  to  them,  and  the  declivity  of 
the  hill  in  our  front  being  less  than  in  almost  any  other  part  of  the 
intrenchments,  there  could  be  no  doubt  their  first  attack  would  be  upon 
us,  and  he  particularly  cautioned  his  men  not  to  fire  until  he  gave 
the  word  of  command  to  do  so.  And  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
cannonading  and  the  above-mentioned  movements,  the  undersigned 
watched  the  countenances  and  bearing  of  his  men  and  he  is  pleased  to 
say  that  without  exception  officers  and  privates  ai)peared  cheerful  and 
indeed  anxious  for  the  enemy  to  make  the  contemplated  attack,  and 
many  of  them  expressed  their  wishes  to  that  effect.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  action  Maj.  A.  0.  Jones,  with  Company  A  and  a  portion  of  Company 
B,  was  sent  on  detached  service  by  your  order. 


W.  C.  SCOTT, 


Colonel  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 
William  J 

[5.] 


Col.  William  B.  Taliai'kkuo, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade 


OCTOBER  20,  1861. — Reconnaissance  from  Dranesville  to  Herndou  Station 
and  Thornton's  Mills,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  G.  Parke,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Dranesville,  October  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  sketch*  of  reconnaissance 
made  during  a  part  of  yesterday,  by  a  small  party  under  my  charge: 

Our  general  direction  was  to  the  south  of  the  junction  of  the  two 
pikes  at  Dranesville,  and  route  extended  to  within  sight  of  the  railroad 
in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  two  stations,  Flerndon  and  Thornton's  Mills.  The 
roads  are  good,  generally  smooth,  nearly  level  to  the  pike,  and  thence 
gentle  descents  toward  the  railroad.  The  road  is  timbered  throughout  to 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  railroad.  Just  to  the  west  of  the  stream 
near  Herudon  smooth,  open  fields  extend  on  both  sides  of  the  road  and 
off"  to  the  railroad  on  the  south.  Nearing  Thornton's  Mills  the  road 
appears  to  be  less  traveled  than  the  one  to  Herndon,  although  it  has 
been  lately  used  in  the  transportation  of  hay  and  fodder  by  the  enemy 
to  the  southward.     There  are  several  bridle  paths  and  wood  roads 

*  Omitted. 
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crossing  and  diverging  from  the  main  road.  The  bridge  on  the  first 
stream  rearing  Herndon  is  broken  np.  It  is  made  of  poles  and  easily 
repaired,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  crossing  the  stream.  The  sec- 
ond stream  is  also  bridged,  but  probably  not  sufficiently  strong  for 
artillery.  The  stream  is  fordable  and  no  trouble  need  be  anticipated. 
On  nearing  the  railroad  at  both  stations  we  discovered  the  enemy's 
l)ickets  mounted.  At  Thornton's  Mills  they  fired  upon  us,  and  the  fire 
was  returned.  Having  only  a  patty  of  ten  men,  1  did  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  expose  ourselves  to  an  ambuscade,  and  having  accomplished  the 
object  of  the  reconnaissance  I  returned. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Captain^  Topographical  Engineers. 
Major-General  MoCall, 

Commanding  Division. 
[5.] 


OCTOBER  21,  1861.— Engagement  at  Ball's  Bluff,  Va. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Walter  M.  Jiramhall,  New  York  Ught  Artillery. 

At  Thomas  Oxley's  House, 
Near  ConraiVs  Ferry,  Md.,  October  24,  1861. 

SiE :  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  my  participation 
in  an  engagement  which  took  place  on  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Poto- 
mac opposite  Harrison's  Island  on  the  21st  instant: 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  20th  Captain  Vaughn,  of  the  Third 
Ehode  Island  Battery,  came  down  to  my  camp  with  one  section  of  his 
battery,  when  the  command  of  the  artillery  there,  consisting  of  his  one 
section  and  mine,  devolved  upon  him.  The  night  was  passed  Avithout 
any  alarm,  and  in  the  morning  Captain  Vaughn  left  to  go  to  his  camp 
at  Poolesville,  to  attend  to  matters  concerning  his  battery.  During 
his  absence,  about  1  p.  m.,  a  courier  arrived  from  General  Baker,  bid- 
ding us  report  with  all  dispatcli  to  him  upon  the  Maryland  side  of  the 
Potomac,  opposite  Harrison's  Island.  Being  the  senior  artillery  officer 
present,  I  took  command  and  arrived  at  the  point  designated,  with  the 
four  pieces,  in  less  than  half  an  hour.  Here  we  were  joined  by  Cap- 
tain Vaughn,  who  soon  left  us,  temporarily,  to  discover  some  point 
from  whence  to  shell  the  enemy  from  our  side  with  effect.  At  the  time 
of  our  arrival  but  little  firing  was  heard  upon  the  opposite  shore,  and 
that  only  desultory.  At  about  2.30  p.  m.,  however,  the  firing  of  mus- 
ketry suddenly  became  very  brisk,  accompanied  by  occasional  dis- 
charges of  artillery.  At  this  time  General  Baker,  who  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  superintending  the  dispatch  of  re  enforcements 
crossed  himself,  accompanied  by  but  one  officer,  who,  I  am  informed' 
was  Major  Young,  of  his  command,  leaving  word  to  forward  the  artil- 
lery with  all  dispatch.  The  means  provided  for  this  purpose  consisted 
of  two  scows,  manned  with  poles,  and  which,  owing  to  the  swiftness  of 
the  current,  consumed  a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  trip  from  the  main- 
land to  the  island.  Captain  Vaughn  not  having  yet  returned,  I  took 
command  and  ordered  the  immediate  embarkation  of  the  pieces.  I 
crossed  with  the  first  piece  (which  happened  to  be  a  Ehode  Island 
piece)  accompanied  by  Colonel  Cogswell,  of  the  Tammany  regiment 
arriving  upon  the  island  after  a  half  hour's  hard  labor  to  keep  the  boat 
from  floating  down  the  stream.  We  ascended  the  steep  bank,  made 
soft  and  sloppy  by  the  passage  of  the  troops,  and  at  a  rapid  gait  crossed 


CHAP.  LXIII.i  KNGAGEMENT   AT    BALl's    15LUFF,  ,VA.  47 


the  island  to  the  second  crossing.  At  this  point  Are  found  only  a  scow, 
on  which  we  did  not  dare  to  cross  the  piece  and  the  horses  together, 
and  thus  lost  further  time  by  being  obliged  to  make  two  crossings. 
Upon  arriving  on  the  Virginia  shore  we  were  compelled  to  dismount 
the  piece  and  carriage  and  haul  the  former  up  by  the  prolonge,  the 
infantry  assisting  in  carrying  the  parts  of  the  latter  to  a  point  about 
thirty  feet  up  a  precii^itous  ascent,  rendered  almost  impassable  with 
soft  mud,  where  we  remounted  the  piece,  and  hitching  up  the  horses 
dragged  it  through  a  i)erfect  thicket  up  to  the  open  ground  above  where 
the  lighting  was  going  on. 

During  all  this  time  the  firing  had  continued  with  great  briskness, 
and  that  the  enemy's  fire  was  very  effectual  was  evident  from  the  large 
number  of  wounded  and  dead  who  were  being  borne  to  the  boats.  But 
a  few  moments  previous  to  coming  into  position  the  firing  had  ceased, 
and  when  I  arrived  I  found  that  our  men  were  resting,  many  with  arms 
stacked  in  front  of  them.  The  ground  upon  which  was  such  of  the 
fight  as  I  engaged  in  was  an  open  space,  forming  a  parallelogram, 
inclosed  entirely  in  woods.  Our  men  were  disposed  iu  a  semicircle, 
the  right  and  left  termini  of  which  rested  upon  the  woods,  with,  as 
near  as  I  could  discern,  skirmishers  thrown  out  upon  each  flank,  with 
the  convexity  of  our  lines  skirting  the  cliff  overhanging  the  river. 
The  width  of  the  opening  I  estimated  at  about  450  feet;  its  length  as 
many  yards.  The  ground  sloped  from  a  point  about  forty  yards  from 
the  cliff  sufiBciently  to  afford  a  very  tolerable  cover  for  onr  men.  Upon 
order  of  General  Baker  I  moved  my  piece  forward  into  position  in 
the  center,  equidistant  from  two  howitzers  posted  respectively  upon 
the  right  and  left  of  our  lines.  I  had  hardly  got  into  position  when  the 
enemy,  who  occupied  the  woods  in  front  at  the  other  e.xtremity  of  the 
opening  and  a  portion  of  the  distance  down  the  right  and  left,  opened 
upon  us  a  severe  fire,  wounding  two  of  my  cannoneers.  I  immediately 
responded,  and  continued  a  rapid  flre  until  all  but  two  of  my  cannon 
eers  were  wounded  and  lett  me.  Among  these,  most  unfortunately,  was 
No.  4,  who  took  with  him  the  tube  pouch  and  lanyard.  Finding  no 
other  lanyard  nor  any  primers  in  the  limber  chest,  I  obtained  the  assist- 
ance of  some  infantry  soldiers  and  hauled  the  piece  down  to  the  rear. 
After  a  few  moments  the  missing  tube  pouch  was  found  and  brought  to 
me,  the  blood  which  covered  it  showing  plainly  the  cause  of  its  disap- 
pearance. At  this  time  there  was  but  one  cannoneer  (Carmichael)  by 
the  piece.  The  piece  was  brought  into  position  by  the  aid  of  General 
Baker,  Colonel  Cogswell,  Colonel  Lee  (1  think  that  is  his  name),  and 
Captain  Stewart,  of  General  Stone's  staff.  Assisted  by  these  gentle- 
men the  firing  was  resumed  and  maintained  until  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  and  go  to  their  several  commands.  I  then  called  for  volunteers, 
whom  I  soon  obtained  from  the  infantry.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  been 
able  to  distinguish  who  they  were  that  came  to  my  aid,  for  they  worked 
with  great  zeal  and  coolness,  but  the  similarity  of  uniforms  prevented. 
I  would  beg,  however,  to  call  attention  to  one  young  fellow  whose  name 
I  obtained.  He  is  a  private  (Booth)  of  Company  L,  California  regi- 
ment, who  rendered  me  great  assistance,  at  times  being  the  only  one 
■with  me  at  the  piece.  I  do  not  know  how  long  a  time  the  piece  was 
engaged,  but  I  judge  it  to  have  beeu  (allowing  for  all  intervals)  about 
half  an  hour.  The  number  of  rounds  I  estimated  at  from  eighteen  to 
twenty,  none  of  which,  I  think,  failed  to  do  good  execution.  The 
longest  range  necessary  to  obtain  was  not  in  any  case  over  450  yards, 
and  at  three  separate  times  I  reserved  the  fire  until  I  could  plainly  dis- 
cern the  enemy  advancing  up  the  slope  at  100  to  150  feet  distance. 
The  exnediencv  of  this  was  demonstrated  in  the  hasty  and  disordered 


48  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chxp.  LXin. 

retiring  of  the  enemy's  center.  The  last  round  which  I  fired  waswlien 
the  enemy  had  flanked  us  on  the  left  and  were  pouring  in  a  deadly  fire 
from  that  quarter  as  well  as  from  the  front  at  about  the  moment  when 
General  Baker  fell  at  the  head  of  his  men. 

Finding  that  the  battle  was  lost  to  us,  and  with  but  cue  man  left  to 
aid  nie  (Booth,  of  the  California  regiment,  whom  I  have  already  men- 
tioned), and  growing  weak  and  stiff  from  my  wounds,  of  which  I  received 
three,  none  dangerous,  I  caused  the  piece  to  be  drawn  down  to  the  edge 
of  the  cliff,  whence  it  was  afterward  thrown  down,  lodging  in  the  rocks 
and  logs  with  which  the  descent  was  cumbered,  and,  assisted  by  two 
privates  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  made  my  way  to 
tlie  boat  and  over  to  the  island.  Here  I  found  my  own  section  and  the 
other  piece  belonging  to  the  Khode  Island  section,  one  of  which  I  had 
had,  and  leaving  directions  to  command  the  ford  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  island  with  two  pieces  and  to  hold  theotber  in  reserve  to  act  where 
circumstances  might  aid  to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  own  infantry,  I 
crossed  to  the  mainland.  I  had  first  dispatched  a  messenger  for  Lieu- 
tenant Clark,  of  our  battery,  who  soon  after  arrived  and  took  command. 
The  only  projectile  with  which  the  ammunition  chest  was  provided  was 
the  James  shell.  I  have  been  told  by  those  from  the  right  and  left, 
who  could  correctly  observe  their  effect,  that  they  burst  and  with  great 
effect.  The  short  range  at  whicli  they  were  fired  would,  of  course, 
hardly  admit  of  any  very  appreciable  deviation  from  a  direct  course, 
such  as  has  been  remarked  of  this  projectile.  I  cannot  speak  too  well 
of  the  conduct  of  the  brave  fellows  who  belonged  to  the  piece,  who, 
with  one  exception,  remained  at  their  posts  uutil  wounded  and  driven 
away.  I  beg  especially  to  mention  Sergeant  Tucker,  Privates  Oarmi- 
chael,  Madisons  (two  brothers),  together  with  the  drivers  and  all  others 
whose  names  I  do  not  know.  I  had  in  use  one  of  the  battery  horses  as 
my  saddle-liorse  (my  own  being  unfit  for  use)  upon  that  day,  wliich  was 
killed  by  a  ball  tlirough  the  left  lung.  The  piece,  I  have  since  learned, 
was  taken  by  the  enemy;  with  it  there  were  but  eight  or  ten  rounds  of 
shell  and  about  twenty  blanks.  I  do  not  think  it  was  possible  to  have 
saved  the  piece  from  capture,  for  it  would  have  required  a  full  half  hour 
to  have  gotten  it  down  to  the  river,  when,  if  it  were  shipped  upon  the 
boat,  it  would  have  been  necessarily  to  the  exclusion  of  the  wounded 
who  were  being  conveyed  to  the  opposite  shore.  Indeed,  1  very  much 
doubt  if  it  could  have  crossed  at  all,  for  the  scow  sunk  with  its 'weight 
of  men  the  next  trip  after  I  returned  in  it.  The  horses  bclongint^to 
the  piece  were  all  shot,  and  I  learn  from  Captain  Vaughn,  who  has 
since  been  over  to  bury  the  dead,  that  five  of  them  lay  dead  in  one 
heap.  I  regretted  that  the.  canister  whicb  was  to  be  sent  over  to  us 
did  not  reach  us,  as  with  it  1  might  at  least  have  kept  the  enemv  suffi- 
ciently m  check  to  have  given  time  to  many  of  the  wounded  who  were 
left  on  the  Virginia  side  to  have  escaped.  Our  own  men  worked  with 
energy  and  zeal  in  getting  the  pieces  across  and  in  assisting  the  pas- 
sage of  both  re  enforcements  and  tlie  returning  wounded  whicli  merit 
the  highest  commendation.  Their  only  regret  was-  in  being  unable  to 
reach  the  scene  of  conflict  themselves.  My  wounds  are  only  flesh 
wounds  and  not  in  any  way  dangerous,  and  "a  respite  of  a  short  time 
will,  1  trust,  render  me  capable  of  resuming  my  duties. 

I  am,  captain,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  M.  BRAMHALL, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Right  Section  Battery  K. 

Capt.  T.  B.  Bunting, 
Comdg.  Light  Batty.  K  {detached),  <Jth  Eegt.  New  York  State  Militia. 

[5.J 
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DECEMBER  4,  1861.— Skirmish  near  Burke's  Station,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Taylor,  Third  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Fort  Worth,  December  J,  1861. 
General  :  I  have  just  returned  with  tlie  little  scouting  party  of  fifty 
that  I  took  yesterday  to  intercept  the  enemy's  cavalry  patrols.  Last 
night  about  1  o'clock  I  encountered  them  about  two  miles  this  side  of 
Burke's  Station,  on  the  old  Braddock  road.  The  result  was  that  at 
the  first  discharge  of  our  pieces,  loaded  each  with  fifteen  large  buck- 
shot, nine  or  ten  saddles  were  emptied,  as  about  that  number  of  horses 
were  seen  to  go  off  riderless  and  plunge  into  the  swamp  near  the  road. 
Four  or  five  of  our  men  being  wounded  in  the  melee,  our  attention  was 
turned  exclusively  to  them,  and  the  night  being  dark  with  a  dense  wood 
.siirroundiug,  we  did  not  wait  to  look  up  the  enemy's  wounded,  though 
there  were  heard  groanings  in  the  swamp  when  we  left.  We  brought 
in  Orderly  Sergt.  T.  H.  Dunham,  of  Captain  Waring's  Georgia  Hus- 
sars. I  send  his  orderly  book.  His  regiment  is  the  Sixth  |  Virginia], 
Colonel  Field's.  Adjutant  Dunham  and  Lieutenant  Knight  and  Ser- 
geant Lambsou  were  with  me,  and  I  take  jileasure  in  commending  their 
good  conduct.  Being  much  fatigued,  the  party  having  all  performed 
the  trip  on  foot,  I  beg  to  be  excused  for  particulars  until  this  afternoon, 
when  the  names  of  the  wounded  will  be  given.  Captain  Campbell 
reported  to  me  with  two  companies  by  your  order,  at  Edsall's  Hill,  at  a 
little  before  daybreak,  and  was  ordered  back  to  camp,  not  requiring 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  TAYLOR, 
Colonel  Third  Regiment  Neir  Jersey   Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Kearny, 

Headquarters. 

V.  S. — I  send  the  orderly  sergeant's  pa^^ers,  some  of  which  you  will 
find  interesting,  especially  a  private  letter. 
[5-J  

Report  of  Capt.  J.  Fred.  Waring,  Sixth   Virginia  Cavalry. 

Camp  Letchee,  December  T,  1801. 
Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  4th  of  December  I  left  the  picket-lines  with 
a  deta.hment  of  two  officers  and  twenty-one  men  on  a  scouting 
expedition.  When  about  four  miles  from  our  lines,  on  the  Braddock 
road,  the  advance  guard,  consisting  of  two  men,  found  a  wire  stretched 
across  the  road.  Owing  to  that  portion  of  the  road  being  a  bog,  the 
main  body  had  caught  up  to  the  men  in  advance.  As  soon  as  the 
latter  encountered  the  obstacles  they  turned  their  horses  and  commu- 
nicated the  fact  to  me.  The  words  were  not  out  of  their  mouths  before 
a  tire  was  opened  upon  us  from  the  front  and  right,  and  then  taken  up 
by  the  left.  The  men,  although  taken  completely  by  surprise,  returned 
the  fire  promptly.  The  fire  then  opened  on  both  flanks  and  then  in  the 
rear.  Seeing  the  detachment  completely  surrounded,  I  gave  the  order 
to  charge.  With  a  cheer  the  men  dashed  forward,  and  the  enemy 
broke  and  fled.  Halting  about  fifty  yards  beyond  the  line  of  fire,  the 
wounded  and  dismounted  were  picked  up.  Eight  men  were  missing; 
out  of  the  sixteen  remaining  three  were  wounded,  aud  I  saw  that  it 
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was  madness  to  retuiu.  At  the  first  fire  four  horses  went  down  and 
were  left  for  dead  by  their  riders.  Five  other  men  were  dismounted  by 
their  horses  tumbling  over  fallen  horses.  The  casualties  are:  Private 
Tiiomas  G.  Heidt,  wounded  severely  by  five  buckshot  below  the  knee; 
Private  John  McC.  Mcintosh,  wounded  slightly  in  the  shoulder  by  three 
buckshot;  Private  L.  H.  Clemens,  Avounded  slightly  in  the  back;  Orderly 
Sergt.  Thomas  H.  Dunham,  wounded  severely  and  taken  prisoner; 
Captain  Waring,  wounded  slightly  in  the  face.  The  dismounted  were 
all  more  or  less  bruised  by  their  horses  falling  on  them;  four  horses  are 
missing.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  3  killed,  2  wounded,  and  1  taken 
prisoner  the  next  morning  by  General  Stuart's  escort.  From  the  pris- 
oner it  was  ascertained  that  Colonel  Taylor,  of  the  Third  New  Jersey 
Keginient,  had  prepared  the  trap  by  stretching  two  telegraph  wires 
across  the  road,  au€l  had  selected  ten  men  from  each  company  in  his 
regiment  to  slaughter  his  unsuspecting  foe.  That  he  was  not  success- 
ful was  owing  to  the  wild  firing  of  his  men.  I  cannot  close  this  com- 
munication without  testifying  to  the  gallantry  of  Orderly  Sergt. 
Thomas  H.  Dunham,  who  was  shot  from  liis  saddle  while  in  the  act  of 
charging  the  enemy,  and  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  men  under  the 
trying  emergency  of  a  surprise  at  midnight  by  a  force  of  picked  men 
five  times  their  number  and  under  the  immediate  eye  of  their  colonel. 

Respectfully, 

J.  F.  WAEING, 
Captain,  Commanding  Georgia  Hussars,  Company  E, 

Sixth   Virginia  Cavalry,  Colonel  FieWs. 
Lieut.  John  Allan, 

Adjutant  Sixth  JRegimcnt  Virginia.  Cavalry. 

[First  indorsement.  I 

Hkadquarters  Sixth  Cavalry, 

Gamp  Letcher,  December  t>,  1861. 
This  expedition  was  made  without  my  knowledge.     I  disapprove  of 
it,  but  the  result  under  the  circumstances  is  so  creditable  to  our  arms 
that  I  think  its  effect  upon  my  men  has  been  good. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  W.  FIELD, 
Colonel  Sixth  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  Qui  Vive,  December  8,  1861. 
Captain  Waring's  conduct  in  leaving  his  post  with  his  reserve  to 
scout  beyond  our  lines  at  night,  without  authority  and  for  no  object  of 
importance,  thereby  exposing  his  command  to  danger  of  an  ambuscade, 
Avithout  the  power  to  repel  except  at  great  disadvantage,  is  so  inexcus- 
able as  not  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the  extraordinary  escape  of  his 
command.  The  field  for  enterprise  and  personal  daring  is  wide  enough 
in  the  legitimate  sphere  of  duty,  and  I  trust  that  this  lesson  will  curb 
the  thirst  of  adventure  so  as  not  to  presume  too  far  upon  the  irresolu- 
tion and  want  of  enterprise  of  the  enemy.  The  gallant  conduct  of  this 
noble  little  band  shows  what  we  may  expect  of  them  on  the  field ;  and 
while  I  commend  their  bravery  and  presence  of  mind,  I  cannot  approve 
their  tempting  Providence  in  such  a  manner. 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
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DECEMBER  13,  1861.— Engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Briff.  Gen.  Robert  H.  Milroy,  U.  H.  Army. 

HDyiis.  Second  Bkigaue,  Cheat  Mountain  Division, 

Huttonsville,  Va.,  December  — ,  1801. 

SiK :  111  accordance  with  duty,  I  respectfully  subioit  the  following 
report  of  tlie  operatious  of  some  troops  under  my  command  against  the 
rebel  camp  at  Alleghany  Summit  on  the  13th  instant: 

My  command  consisted  of  the  following  detachments :  700  of  the 
Ninth  Indiana  Kegiment,  under  Colonel  Moody;  400  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio  Kegiment,  under  Colonel  Jones;  250  of  the  Second  Vir- 
ginia, under  Major  Owens;  300  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  under 
Major  Dobbs;  130  of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio,  under  Captain  Hamilton, 
30  of  Captain  Bracken's  cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Bracken, 
and  75  of  Captain  Rigby's  artillery,  who  went  along  without  arms, 
expecting  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy's  guns  when  (;aptured. 
Scouting  parties  of  the  enemy  had  been  seen  frequently  of  late  at  and 
in  vicinity  of  their  old  camp,  Bartow,  at  Greenbrier,  and  skirmishes 
had  taken  place  repeatedly  between  them  and  scouting  parties  sent  out 
from  the  Ninth  Indiana  Regiment,  stationed  at  Cheat  Mountain  sum- 
mit. Two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Regiment  were  sent  out  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  to  go  on  to  Camp  Bartow,  with  orders 
to  hold  it  till  our  forces  arrived  there  in  the  evening;  but  when  within 
about  two  miles  of  Bartow  their  advanced  guard,  consisting  of  fourteen 
men,  Avas  fired  on  by  a  party  of  about  sixty  rebels  in  ambush,  and  two 
of  the  advance  guard,  Jonah  G.  Porter,  of  Comi>any  G,  and  Charles 

Rhoades,  of  the  regimental  band,  were  killed  and  wounded, 

but  the  rebels  fled  rapidly  over  the  mountain  on  the  approach  of 

the  companies.  The  whole  of  the  force  left  Cheat  Mountain  summit  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  12th  instant,  and  arrived  at  Camp  Bartow  soon 
after  dark,  and  stopped  there  a  few  hours  for  rest  and  refreshment. 
The  intention  was  to  take  the  enemy's  camp  by  surprise  by  attacking 
them  simultaneously  at  daybreak  on  their  left  flank,  where  their  artil- 
lery was  stationed,  and  on  their  right  and  rear.  For  this  purpose  I 
divided  my  forces  at  Camj)  Bartow  into  two  bodies,  and  sent  the  detach- 
ments of  the  Ninth  Indiana  and  Second  Virginia,  under  Colonel 
Moody,  around  by  the  Greenbank  road,  nearly  twelve  miles,  to  the  point 
of  attack  on  the  enemy's  left,  while  the  detachments  from  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio,  Thirteenth  Indiana,  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  and 
Bracken's  cavalry  went  up  under  my  immediate  command  along  the 
Staunton  pike  to  the  place  of  attack  on  the  right  and  rear.  When  about 
two  miles  from  the  enemy's  camp  my  advanced  guard  was  fired  upon 
by  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  by  which  Corpl.  Levi  S.  Stewart,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Regiment,  Company  E,  was  killed. 

We  posted  on  to  a  point  one  mile  from  the  enemy's  camp,  when  my 
column  debouched  to  the  left  from  the  pike  to  attain  the  intended  posi- 
tion on  the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  which  had  to  be  reached  by 
passing  up  a  steep  mountain  side  and  over  the  top.  I  ordered  Colonel 
Jones  to  take  command  of  the  whole  forces  here  (except  the  reserves, 
composed  of  Bracken's  cavalry  and  a  company  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana)  and  to  advance  to  the  required  position,  and  there  await, 
without  making  any  attack,  till  he  heard  the  attack  on  the  other  side 
of  the  mountain  camp,  to  be  made  by  Colonel  Moody;  but  upon  com- 
ing to  the  mountain,  Company  A,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  being  in 
advance,  and  the  direction  of  it  at  this  point  being  taken  by  Lieut. 
I.  B.  McDonald,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Reynolds,  they  soon  came 
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upon  <i  rebel  picket,  a  portion  of  whicli  was  captured.  Tlie  balance 
retreated,  and  were  pursued  at  double-quick  by  the  whole  column,  in 
order  to  get  into  position  before  the  alarm  was  given,  but  upon  arriv- 
ing at  the  edge  of  the  woods  Avhich  overlooked  the  enemy's  camp  the 
rebels  were  discovered  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  some  1,000  or  1,500 
strong.  Lieutenant  McDonald  immediately  deployed  the  leading  com- 
pany into  line  by  filing  to  the  right.  Colonel  Jones  ordered  the  main 
column  to  deploy  forward  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  leading  company, 
in  doing  which  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  line  opened  fire  upon  them, 
which  was  promptly  returned,  with  great  effect,  and  the  enemy's  line 
broke  in  confusion  and  retreated  back  among  their  houses  and  tents 
and  over  their  trenches,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with  their  dead 
and  wounded;  but  they  were  soon  rallied,  and  returned  in  greater 
numbers.  Here  signs  of  wavering  were  shown  along  our  line,  and  a 
large  number,  mostly  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  a  few  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana  and  Tliirty-second  Ohio,  broke  to  the  rear  in 
confusion,  but  Colonel  Jones,  Captains  Charlesworth  and  Crowell,  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  Captains  Myers  and  Newlaud, 
of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  and  Captain  Hamilton,  of  the  Thirty-second 
Ohio  Volunteers,  with  a  number  of  lieutenants,  by  the  most  vigorous 
efi'orts  succeeded  in  bringing  a  portion  of  them  back,  and  restored  the 
line  in  time  to  receive  the  rebels  in  fine  style.  The  fire  for  a  few  min- 
utes Avas  very  vigorous  on  both  sides,  but  the  rebels  again  gave  way, 
and  the  order  being  now  given  to  charge  (mr  boys  dashed  gallantly 
forward  and  drove  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  over  their  trench 
among  their  houses  and  tents.  Here  the  struggle  became  desperate. 
Again  and  again  the  enemy  rallied  and  were  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter,  but  being  greatly  superior  in  numbers  were  still  enabled  to 
rally  behind  their  houses,  tents,  and  trenches,  and  our  ranks  becoming 
thinned  by  the  continued  skulking  away  of  the  timorous,  and  not  hear- 
ing anything  of  the  attack  on  the  other  side  of  the  camp  by  our  troops 
under  Colonel  Moody,  as  was  expected,  they  at  last  gave  way  and  fell 
back  to  the  woods,  where  they  were  again  rallied  in  considerable  force 
bytheir  officers  and  kept  up  a  fire  on  the  rebel  camp.  The  enemy  now 
attempted  to  outflank  us  on  our  right,  and  threw  out  a  strong  column 
to  come  up  a  ravine  and  out  on  the  top  of  the  ridge  on  around  our  right 
flank,  but  I  ordered  up  Major  Dobbs  with  the  reserve  of  about  fifty 
men,  who  came  very  opportunely  and  suddenly  upon  their  left  flanli, 
and  poured  in  such  a  deadly  and  destructive  fire  upon  them  and  raised 
such  a  shout  that  their  column  was  thrown  into  confusion  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately back  to  their  quarters;  but  recovering  from  their  panic,  and 
seeing  the  smallness  of  our  force  which  had  pursued  them,  they  soon 
rallied  and  returned,  and  the  leserve  came  near  being  surrounded  by 
them,  but  they  cut  their  way  through,  bringing  some  twenty  prisoners 
with  them.  The  rebels  still  kept  up  their  tire  in  front  and  advanced 
again  to  dislodge  us,  but  recoiled  several  times  before  the  galling  fire 
of  our  soldiers,  who  fought  like  veterans.  The  rebels  next  attempted, 
with  a  strong  force,  to  turn  our  left  flank  and  get  in  our  rear,  but  Col- 
onel Jones  promptly  ordered  the  detachments  of  the  Thirteenth  Indi- 
ana and  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers  to  attack  and  charge  on  them 
which  they  did  with  such  vigor  and  effect  that  they  were  driven  back 
again  among  their  cabins  with  considerable  loss,  but  soon  rallied  again 
and  renewed  the  fire  along  our  whole  front,  and  also  opened  upon  us 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  but  without  doing  any  hurt. 

Our  forces  were  now  becoming  very  much  disheartened  by  continu- 
ing the  unequal  fight  without  hearing  the  expected  thunder  of  the 
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Ninth  Indiana  and  Second  Virginia  on  the  other  side.  Many  of  them, 
too,  had  by  this  time  exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  had  to  supply 
themselves  the  best  way  they  could  from  the  cartridge  boxes  of  the 
dead  and  wounded  of  both  sides,  and  our  ranks  were  still  becoming 
more  and  more  thinned  by  frequent  desertions  to  the  rear,  notwith 
standing  every  exertion  of  the  officers  to  prevent  it.  Being  in  great 
doubt  and  uncertainty  about  our  friends  whose  fire  we  had  been 
momentarily  expecting  to  hear,  but  in  which  we  were  agonizingly  dis- 
appointed. It  Avas  finally  determined  to  make  a  last  determined  rally 
and  drive  the  rebels  back  and  bring  away  our  dead  and  wouuded.  By 
great  and  active  exertions  this  was  effected.  The  rebels  were  for 
the  last  time  driven  back  to  the  cover  of  their  cabins,  many  of  our 
boys  firing  their  last  cartridge  after  them.  Our  remaining  wounded 
were  gathered  up  and  our  small  remaining  forces  withdrew  m  good 
order.  It  was  not  till  after  our  forces  had  come  down  off  the  mountain 
and  to  the  pike  that  the  firing  of  our  forces  on  the  other  side  under 
Colonel  Moody  was  heard.  The  force  then  remaining  had  dwindled 
down  to  a  rear  guard  of  not  over  150  men,  and  there  was  no  way  to  get 
across  to  Colonel  Moody  except  through  the  rebel  camp,  which  appeared 
rather  a  hard  road  to  travel,  and  the  nearest  practicable  route  around 
to  him  was  by  Camp  Bartow,  a  distance  of  seventeen  miles.  I  started 
with  a  few  of  Bracken's  cavalry  and  rode  rapidly  around  to  where 
Colonel  Moody  was,  and  reached  him  about  5  p.  m.,  and  found  that  he 
had  just  got  his  forces  down  off  the  mountain  (on  which  the  enemy's 
camp  was  situated)  with  his  wounded,  after  having  buried  his  dead 
with  their  bayonets  and  swords.  Colonel  Moody's  report*  of  the  attack 
by  the  trooi)S  under  his  command  is  herewith  transmitted  and  adopted 
as  a  part  of  this  report.    The  whole  number  killed  of  our  forces  in  the 

affair,  including  the  two  killed  the  day  before,  is  .     The  whole 

number  wounded,  including  those  wounded  the  day  before,  is  .t 

A  large  portion  of  the  wounded  are  slight. 

There  is  not  a  doubt  but  had  Colonel  Moody  reached  his  point  of 
attack  at  the  time  appointed,  and  the  attack  on  each  side  beeu  simul- 
taneous, as  intended,  it  would  have  been  a  complete  success;  but  he 
was  unavoidably  [delayed] — as  he  shows — by  unforeseen  circumstances 
until  the  enemy  with  the  whole  of  their  forces  had  repulsed  our  first 
attack,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to  use  the  whole  of  their  force  in 
lepelling  our  second  attack.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  officers 
who  acted  under  my  immediate  command.  Colonel  Jones  especially 
proved  himself  to  be  a  cool  man  and  accomplished  officer.  Major  Dobbs 
and  Captains  Myers,  Newland,  Johnson,  Clinton,  Kirkpatrick,  and 
Harrington,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  and  Captains  Charlesworth, 
Crowell,  Johnson,  and  Askew,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
and  Captain  Hamilton,  of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  all  acted 
nobly,  as  did  Lieutenants  Durbin  and  Shields,  of  theTliirteenth  Indiana, 
and  Lieutenants  Dirlam,  Merrymaii,  Wood,  Haughton,  and  Bowlus,  of 
the  Tweuty-flfth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Brandt,  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteers.  I  owe  the  warmest  thanks  to  Lieut.  Isaiah 
B.  McDonald,  of  your  staff',  for  the  able  and  efficient  assistance  which 
he  rendered  me  on  the  march  and  in  the  action.  He  was  very  useful, 
by  his  activity,  coolness,  and  bravery,  in  leading  and  rallying  troops. 
Lieut.  John  O.  Cravens,  of  my  staff',  by  his  activity,  bravery,  and  energy, 
was  also  very  useful  to  me.  Captain  Bracken,  with  his  effective  squad 
of  cavalry,  was  on  hand,  but  the  ground  was  wholly  unfit  for 'the  use 
of  cavalry.    Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  brave  soldiers 

*  Not  found.  t  See  return  of  casualties,  Vol.  V,  p.  457. 
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wlio,  in  obedience  to  their  officers,  remained  on  the  battle-field  to 
tlie  last.  Tliey  fought  witli  the  steady  coolness  of  veterans,  and  with 
bravery  worthy  of  their  glorious  cause;  and  on  the  other  hand,  too 
much  execration  cannot  be  poured  upon  the  many  base  cowards  who 
deserted  the  battlefield  and  left  their  brave  companions,  in  violation  of 
orders.  They  should  be  remembered  in  eternal  infamy.  Had  they 
all  remained  and  fought  as  gallantly  as  did  their  <;ompanions,  the 
ground  could  have  been  held  till  the  attack  was  made  on  the  other 
side  by  Colonel  Moody,  when  success  would  have  been  certain.  We 
found  that  instead  of  a  surprise,  the  enemy  was  fully  apprised  and  pre- 
pared to  meet  us  at  all  points,  and  we  have  since  learned  from  pris 
oners  that  they  were  fully  a])prised  not  only  of  our  coming,  but  of  the 
plan  of  attack,  two  days  before,  by  a  deserter  from  our  camp,  and  that 
tiiey  had  been  making  the  most  active  preparations  to  receive  us.  The 
enemy's  force  in  the  action,  as  nearly  as  we  could  learn,  was  about 
2,500,  of  which  about  300  were  killed,  among  whom,  as  we  learned 
from  our  prisoners,  was  General  Johnson  and  two  field  officers. 
Inclosed  find  list  of  our  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 
Very  respectfnllj', 

K.  H.  MILROY, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Comdf/.  Second  Brigade,  Cheat  Mountain  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Reynolds. 

[5.] 


DECEMBER  16-21,  1861.— Expedition  to  Meadow  Bluff,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Ehenezcr  />.  Andrewa,  Thirty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry, 

SUMMERSVILLE,  Va.,  December  22,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  the  following  report: 
In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant  to  conduct  an  expedi- 
tion to  Meadow  Bluft'  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  region 
and  to  obtain  it  possible  horses  and  stock  that  might  be  of  value  to 
the  army,  I  started  on  Monday,  the  16th,  at  10  a.  m.,  with  a  force  of 
150  men,  nearly  equally  taken  from  Companies  B,  E,  and  H.  The  com- 
missioned officers  were  Captain  Adney,  of  Company  B,  First  Lieuten- 
ant Ford  and  Second  Lieutenant  Patton,  of  Company  E,  and  Captain 
Wilson  and  Second  Lieutenant  Dunla]),  of  Company  H,  and  Acting 
Adjutant  Secoiid  Lieutenant  Lindner.  Three  days'  rations  were cairied 
in  haversacks  and  four  days'  taken  in  a  wagon.  We  crossed  the  Gau- 
ley  Eiver  at  Hughes'  Ferry  on  the  new  flat-boat.  The  time  occupied 
was  one  hour  and  ten  minutes.  Ascending  a  steep  hill  beyond  the  river, 
we  reached  the  top  of  the  ridge  on  which  the  Wilderness  or  Nicholas  road 
runs  for  twenty-five  miles.  It  is  the  "divide"  between  the  Meadow 
River  and  the  Harmony  Creek.  At  night  we  halted  near  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Nutter  (now  a  rebel  prisoner  at  Columbus,  Ohio),  having  marched 
about  twelve  miles.  Here  we  built  fires,  took  hot  coffee,  and  laid  down 
and  slept  till  10  o'clock,  when  we  resumed  the  march  by  the  bright 
moonlight.  Having  marched  about  five  miles  we  found  the  road 
obstructed.  Detailing  a  force  to  remove  the  obstruction,  the  rest  built 
fires  and  slept  till  morning.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
we  resumed  the  march,  and  proceeding  cautiously  reached  the  McFar- 
lane  farm,  five  or  six  miles  this  side  of  Meadow  Blufl',  having  marched 

»  See  Vol.  V,  p.  457. 
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during  the  day  about  twenty  miles.  Here,  after  carefully  posting  sen- 
tinels, we  built  tires  and  slept.  A  little  after  midnight  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Pattou,  with  a  small  party  guided  by  Eiley  Ramsey,  made  a 
successful  excursion  for  the  capture  of  two  notorious  guerrillas,  Levi 
Amick  and  Noah  W.  Props.  They  were  brought  into  camp.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th,  leaving  Captain  Wilson  with  his  company  and 
First  Lieutenant  Ford,  of  Company  E,  with  a  part  of  his  company  to 
gather  up  in  the  neighborhood  such  stock  as  I  deemed  a  lawful  prize 
for  the  army,  I  started  with  Captain  Adney  with  his  companv  and 
Second  Lieutenant  Patton  with  part  of  his  company  for  Meadow  Bluff. 
We  saw  no  enemy  and  heard  of  none,  although  it  was  reported  that 
messengers  had  been  sent  to  Lewisburg  to  obtain  a  force  to  come  and 
attack  us.  We  burned  the  barracks,  110  newly  built  log  cabins.  They 
were  all  very  well  constructed,  many  of  tliem  with  puncheon  floors.  We 
also  found  stored  away  a  lot  of  old  tents  and  a  small  quantity  of  various 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores,  with  a  few  wagons,  all  of  which 
we  burned.  We  also  found  a  Confederate  mail,  which  we  brought 
away.  No  intrencliments  or  rifle  pits  were  discovered.  I  was  told 
that  there  were  iiitrenchmeuts  across  the  turnpike  not  far  from  the 
foot  of  Little  Sewell  Mountain.  The  position  is  indicated  on  the 
accompanying  map.*  In  the  p.  m.  we  returned  to  the  McFarlane  farm. 
At  daylight  the  next  morning,  the  19th,  we  started  homeward.  At 
night  we  camped  near  the  house  of  GrigsbyMcClung,  having  marched 
about  fourteen  miles.  This  was  the  best  we  could  do,  as  we  were 
delayed  by  the  captured  stock.  At  daylight  the  next  morning,  the  20th, 
we  resumed  our  marcih,  and  had  marched  four  or  five  miles  when  we 
were  fired  into  by  a  body  of  meu  concealed  on  a  high  point  about  120 
yards  distant.  The  fire  was  directed  toward  Captain  Wilson's  company, 
which  was  marching  in  advance.  Those  of  the  company  who  caught  a 
glimpse  of  the  rebels  returned  the  fire,  and  all  moved  promptly  up  the 
hill  to  the  skirmish,  but  no  enemy  could  be  found.  All  had  taken  to 
their  horses  and  disappeared.  From  the  number  of  articles  dropped 
in  their  hurried  escape  I  infer  they  did  not  stand  upon  the  order  of 
their  going.  I  was  informed  that  the  party  consisted  of  Captain 
McGruder's  Henrico  Cavalry,  from  White  Sulphur  (lately  stationed  at 
the  .junction  of  the  Wilderness  road  and  the  Lewisburg  turnpike,  near 
Meadow  Bluft),  and  a  part  of  Captain  Moorman's  Lewisburg  Cavalry. 
It  was  reported  that  125  mounted  riien  left  Lewisburg.  From  the  sound 
of  the  volley  I  cannot  believe  that  more  than  one-third  of  that  number 
of  men  fired  on  us.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  were  many  more  in  the 
vicinity  than  fired  upon  us.  Only  two  of  our  men  were  wounded,  one 
slightly  in  the  thigh,  and  the  other  seriously  in  the  elbow.  Both  men 
belonged  to  Company  II.  After  following  the  tracks  of  the  fugitive 
cavalry  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  finding  the  pursuit  with 
infantry  hopeless,  we  resumed  our  march.  We  camped  at  night  near 
the  house  of  Andrew  McClung,  about  six  miles  from  Hughes'  Ferry. 
Here  we  slept  by  fires.  Anticipating  considerable  delay  in  getting  our 
stock  over  the  ferry,  we  started  the  next  morning,  the  21st,  at  3  o'clock. 
The  time  consumed  at  the  ferry  was,  however,  only  about  two  hours, 
and  we  reached  Suinmersville  about  11  a.m.  We  were  absent  from 
Suinniersville  six  days.  Our  captures  were  as  follows:  Two  notorious 
rebel  guerrillas,  17  horses,  4  mules,  5  oxen,  90  fat  cattle,  112  fat  sheep,  23 
rifles  and  guns,  and  one  heavy  wagon,  suitable  for  oxen.  I  may  add 
tliat  the  Wilderness  road,  which  keeps  one  continuous  ridge  for  twenty- 
five  miles,  from  Gauley  River  to  Meadow  Creek,  is  very  poorly  watered, 

«  Omitted. 
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and  for  tbat  distance  would  be  an  undesirable  army  road.  So  far  as  I 
could  learn,  the  whole  of  General  Floyd's  army  has  been  ordered  away, 
and  whatever  troops  there  may  be  at  Lewisburg  or  White  Sulphur 
Springs  are  only  remnants  temporarily  left  behind.  I  was  credibly 
informed  that  General  Floyd  has  been  ordered  with  his  army  to  Ricli- 
mond.  The  people  of  Greenbrier  County  seemed  generally  disposed  to 
admit  their  helplessness  as  secessionists,  and  showed  a  disposition  to 
make  friends  with  the  Federal  authorities  as  the  stronger  power.  The 
expedition,  small  as  it  was,  will,  I  think,  have  a  good  influence,  and 
will  tend  to  place  the  i)eople  of  that  region  on  their  good  behavior.  In 
conclusion,  1  would  express  my  great  satisfaction  with  the  officers  and 
men  who  accompanied  me.  They  carried  out  all  my  wishes  with 
remarkable  i)romptness  and  in  good  order.  To  the  efficient  aid  of 
Acting  Adjutant  Lindner  I  was  much  indebted.  I  inclose  herewith  a 
rude  mai)*  of  my  route  and  also  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  topograi)by  ot 
Meadow  Blutt'. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  ANDREWS, 
Major  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Ohio   Volunteers. 
Col.  George  Crook, 

Thirty-siMk  Regiment  Ohio   Volunteers^  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Post  at  Summersville. 
[5.1 


JANUARY     17,    1862 — Scout    to    vicinity    of   Springfield    and    Burke's 

Stations,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  E.  LarJcin,  Fifth. New  Hampshire  Infantry. 

Edsall's  Hill,  January  17,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  you  to  scout  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy,  I  started  with  eleven  men  at  8  a.  m.,  following  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad;  passed  our  picket  about  half  a  mile 
when  1  left  tlie  railroad,  keeping  in  the  fields  until  I  again  struck  the 
railroad  about  half  a  mile  beyond  Springfield  Station ;  kept  on  the 
railroad  nearly  to  Burke's  Station,  when  I  again  left  it,  bearing  to 
the  left.  I  followed  a  road  (which  some  teams  and  footmen  had  passed 
since  the  last  snow)  about  two  miles  when  I  came  to  a  farmhouse  occu- 
pied by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ashford.  He  said  we  were  fifteen  miles 
from  Alexandria.  Some  twenty-five  rebel  cavalry,  he  said,  passed 
there  a  few  days  previous,  and  we  tracked  one  horseman  to  his  place 
whom  he  said  was  a  rebel  cavalryman.  There  were  two  horses  some 
cows,  and  several  head  of  young  cattle  on  the  farm.  There  were  also 
several  loads  of  corn  (in  the  ear).  On  our  return  we  kept  to  the  right 
of  the  railroad  some  three  miles;  did  not  encounter  any  rebel  scouts  or 
pickets;  think  there  is  none  between  here  and  Burke's-  not  much 
forage  on  the  route  I  took;  arrived  in  camp  about  6  p.  m.  ' 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMBS  E,  LAEKIN, 
First  Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Company  A,  Fifth  Nexo  Hampshire  Vols. 
Col.  S.  G.  Langley. 

[5-] ______^_ 

*  Omitted. 
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FEBRUARY  8,  1862.— Battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  W.  Tillot.son,  Company  7?,  Xinety-ninth  New  York 
Infantry  (  Union  Coast  Guard). 

Oroatan  Sound,  Oppositk  Koanoke  Island, 

U.  S.  S.  tionthjield,  February  10,  1862. 

Siii:  I  take  this  the  lirst  opportunity  to  report  the  coudition  of  Com- 
pany B.  My  company  is  in  good  spirits  and  conducted  themselves  nobly 
under  fire.  We  were  in  the  most  exposed  position,  and  suffered  con- 
siderably. My  loss  is  John  McCoy  and  John  Doyle,  instantly  killed; 
John  Sadler  wounded  in  both  thighs,  supjiosed  mortally;  Matthew 
Stanford  wounded  in  rij;ht  arm,  William  Jackson  in  tlieback,  David 
Lloyd  in  the  forehead,  and  Daniel  Van  Auken  in  the  right  hand.  Sev- 
eral of  my  men  lost  their  arms,  but  all  but  four  replaced  them  with 
lebel  rifles  of  the  Enfield  pattern.  I  am  proud  of  my  company,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  be.  Lieutenant  Hughes  conducted  himself  nobly,  as 
did  every  man  in  the  company.  I  will  give  you  a  description  of  the 
engagement  as  well  as  I  can  in  my  i)Oor  way : 

On  the  morn  of  the  7th  our  fleet  of  gun-boats  got  under  way  and 
attacked  the  batteries  on  Roanoke  Island ;  the  enemy  returned  our  fire 
from  the  batteries  and  eight  gun -boats  with  spirit  and  energy.  At  12 
o'clock  the  troops  prepared  to  land,  and  we  ran  in  with  the  launches  to 
cover  their  landing.  My  company  manned  five  of  them,  and  I  com- 
manded the  three  forming  the  left  wing;  we  cleared  the  beach  with 
grape  and  shell ;  then  landed  our  howitzers  and  protected  the  landing 
of  tbe  troops;  wc  advanced  the  artillery  about  a  mile  the  first  night, 
and  stood  picket  supported  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Massacihusetts.  The 
fleet  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  all  day  and  drove  the  steamers  from 
their  positions  twice,  and  they  returned.  The  channel  was  filled  up  so 
that  our  boats  could  not  close  with  them,  yet  we  hurt  them  badly;  also 
silenced  all  the  guns  in  tbe  battery,  except  two,  the  first  day.  It  was 
a  nasty,  rainy  night.  At  daybreak  on  the  8th  we  advanced  upon  the 
enemy,  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  tlie  advance  guard.  The  artil- 
lery followed,  supported  by  12,000  in  the  rear.  The  rebels  fell  back  to 
their  intrenchments,  when  they  made  a  stand.  The  Twenty-fifth 
deployed.  Our  artillery  took  a  position  in  the  center  on  a  line  with 
the  skirmishers,  and  kept  it.  Here  I  had  my  division  on  the  right, 
while  the  left  was  partly  under  cover  of  trees.  The  enemy  had  a  strong 
position,  commanding  the  road,  flanked  on  both  sides  of  the  swamp. 
Onr  army  came  and  deployed  right  and  left  through  the  swamps,  where 
they  cut  their  way  inch  by  inch.  The  fire  was  incessant  on  both  sides 
from  9  a.  m.  until  haif-])ast  12,  when  the  three  companies  of  the  Fifty- 
first  New  York  and  the  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  charged  on  the 
left,  and  the  Ninth  New  York  in  front.  We  followed  close  in  on  the 
Ninth  with  our  artillery.  The  rebels  then  ran  in  every  direction,  fol- 
lowed close  by  us.  They  tried  to  rally  and  make  a  stand,  but  our  troops 
made  a  charge  again,  and  caused  a  i)erfect  rout.  We  followed  them  to 
Weir's  Point  Battery,  where  they  surrendered  unconditionally  tlie  whole 
island.  Lieutenant  Hnghes'  was  the  first  gun  in  the  battery.  We  took 
3,000  prisoners.  There  were  about  8,000  rebels  on  the  island,  but  they 
escaped  in  steamers  and  schooners.  We  also  cnptured  thirty-one  guns 
in  five  batteries.  Our  gun-boats  have  gone  over  to  Elizabeth  City, 
and  the  army  will  follow  in  a  day  or  two.  Do  not  be  surprised  if  Com- 
pany B  win  laurels  for  tiiemvselves,  and  become  an  ornament  to  the 
regiment.  It  surely  will,  sir,  if  I  can  make  it  so.    I  am  iu  hopes  to  join 
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my  regimeut  by  the  way  of  Korfolk  in  a  sliort  time.     Please  give 
my  respects  to  all  the  officers.     I  hope  to  be  with  them  again  soon. 
1,  very  respectfully,  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  TILLOTSON, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Company  B,  Union  Coast  Guard, 
Colonel  Wardrop. 
[0.| 


MAECH  8,  1862. — Naval  engagement  in  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 

Report  of  Gapt.  William  J.  Mclntire,  Ninety-ninth  New  Yorlc  Infantry 

{Union  Coast  Guard). 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  March  18, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rejjort  to  you  that  with  my  company  I  was 
on  board  the  TJ.  S.  frigate  Congress  in  the  fight  with  the  iron-clad  flout- 
ing battery  Merrimac  or  Virginia,  on  the  8th  instant,  off  Newport 
News,  Va.  As  you  are  aware,  my  company  was  detailed  on  the  13th 
of  January  last  to  make  up  the  crew  of  the  Congress,  having  that  day 
paid  off  and  discharged  over  300  men;  we  remained  on  board  practicing 
at  the  big  guns  until  the  8th  instant,  at  which  time  there  was  with  me 
George  L.  Elder,  second  lieutenant,  and  eighty- seven  enlisted  men  of 
my  company;  of  the  ship's  officers  and  men,  there  were  two  hundred 
and  seventy-odd.  Abont  1.30  p.  m.  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1862,  the 
Merrimac  opened  lire  upon  us  with  her  two  bow  guns,  and  as  she 
passed  up  the  James  River  gave  a  broadside  from  four  guns,  to  which 
we  replied  with  our  starboard  battery  and  stern  guns,  as  long  as  they 
would  reach.  The  Merrimac  after  going  up  the  river,  just  beyond  our 
range,  turned  toward  the  sloop  of  war  Cumberland,  lying  some  800 
yards  above  us;  after  firing  many  raking  shots  into  her  (the  C.)  she 
(the  M.)  ran  into  the  C. ;  then  drawing  off  a  short  distance  the  M. 
renewed  fire,  and  ran  again  into  the  C,  when  the  latter  commenced 
sinking  rapidly,  and  very  soon  fell  over  on  her  beam  ends;  during  this 
time  the  Merrimac  was  occasionally  sending  a  shot  into  us,  and  engag- 
ing the  shore  battery,  L  Company,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  which  was 
actively  firing  upon  her.  Only  our  stern  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  M.,  and  those  endangering  the  C,  we  ceased  tiring;  but  before 
the  Cumberland  sank,  the  rebel  steamers  Jamestown,  Yorktown,  and  a 
tug,  which  came  in  sight  at  the  beginning  of  the  action,  had  reached 
an  effective  position  and  were  rapidly  firing  upon  us,  to  which  we  gave 
an  almost  constant  answer  with  our  starboard  guns.  When  the  Mer- 
rimac was  approaching  the  Cumberland,  finding  our  ship  would  not 
swing  to  her  cable,  we  let  it  slij),  set  sail,  and  ran  her  aground.  The 
Merrimac,  having  sunk  the  Cumberland,  was  placed  in  a  raking  position 
toward  us,  about  100  yards  from  our  stern,  when  she  commenced  a  rapid 
and  most  destructive  fire  with  shot  and  shell  upon  us,  breaking  the 
nuizzleon  one  and  dismounting  the  other  of  our  stern  guns;  it  was  only 
then  our  commander,  Capt.  William  Smith,  ordered  our  flag  to  be 
lowered.  The  rebel  steamers  continuing  to  fire  upon  us,  we  hoisted  a 
white  flag  to  the  peak,  when  in  a  few  minutes  the  rebel  tug  Beaufort 
came  alongside;  an  officer  boarded  us,  ordered  the  men  ashore;  said  he 
would  take  officers  and  burn  the  ship,  and  seemed  unwilling  to  wait 
for  the  wounded  to  be  taken  out;  but,  thank  God,  our  troops  on  shore 
kept  up  such  a  galling  fire  upon  his  vessel  that  lie  was  forced  to  leave 
our  decks  and  move  his  tug  off'  in  haste;  when  she  left  our  side  a  short 
distance,  notwithstanding  our  white  flag,  the  Merrimac  opened  on  us 
again  with  shot  and  shell,  one  shell  bursting  on  our  gun  deck,  killing 
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five  or  seven,  it  is  said,  but  so  many  dead  Avere  lyiug  around  that  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  wliich  number  was  correct.  About  the  time  the 
rebel  officers  left  our  deck,  many  of  the  men  jumped  overboard  into 
the  river,  and  some  twenty-odd  upon  the  Beaufort.  The  latter  were  the 
only  prisoners  taken.  The  ship's  boats  being  lowered,  we  commenced 
active  operations  to  get  the  wounded  and  men  on  shore,  and  our  exer- 
tions were  not  lessened  by  a  knowledge  among  the  ofiBcers  that  the 
fire  was  increasing  immediately  over  the  powder  magazine  (and  then 
we  could  only  hope  to  delay  the  first  progress  by  covering  the  hatches, 
which  was  done),  yet  it  was  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  when  the  officers 
left,  the  wounded  and  all  the  men  liaving  been  sent  on  shore.  During 
the  whole  of  this  terrible  engagement  my  men  behaved  with  admirable 
bravery  and  coolness,  and  though  the  ship  was  on  fire  several  times  in 
different  places  during  the  action,  and  the  dead  and  wounded  were 
falling  everywhere,  yet  all  orders  were  promptly  obeyed",  and  every  one 
kept  at  his  post.  Among  such  general  good  behavior  it  would  seem 
difficult  in  justice  to  the  rest  to  especially  notice  any  one  of  my  com- 
pany as  most  eminently  active  and  useful,  and  yet  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  the  ship's  officers  and  my  own  observation  was  that  Second 
Lieut.  George  L.  Elder  and  Private  John  Eeel  displayed  the  coolest 
courage  and  greatest  activity  in  fighting  the  ship,  helping  the  wounded, 
and  deserve  to  be  particularly  mentioned  in  this  report.  Previous  to 
the  approach  of  the  Merrimac  within  rifle  musket  shot  of  us.  Lieu- 
tenant Elder  and  myself  were  engaged  in  seeing  that  our  men  were  at 
their  posts,  helping  the  wounded  to  the  cockpit,  passing  water  to 
extinguish  tlie  fire,  and  pulling  on  ropes  to  work  the  ship,  whichever 
was  most  necessary.  On  the  Merrimac  nearing  us,  we  carried  muskets 
to  the  poop  deck,  and  fired  at  her  port  holes.  Being  ordered  from  here 
on  account  of  sharpshooters  firing  from  the  M.,  we  descended  to  the 
captain's  cabin,  and  while  firing  from  tliere,  a  shot  passed  through  the 
cabin,  killing  our  sailing  master,  Mr.  Moore,  on  the  quarter  deck,  and 
the  splinters  it  made  knocked  a  marine  down  and  myself,  wounded 
him  very  badly  on  the  face  and  head,  and  throwing  Lieutenant  Elder 
against  the  bulkhead.  I  escaped  with  but  a  slight  scratch  on  my  wrist, 
and  a  bruise  on  my  breast.  On  reaching  the  shore,  Lieutenant  Elder 
and  myself  started  to  find  our  wounded  men,  whom  we  saw  in  hospitals 
of  the  different  regiments  in  Camp  Butler,  receiving  every  attention 
from  the  surgeons  of  the  army.  During  that  night  Corpl.  Charles 
Tyman,  who  was  badly  wounded  in  the  hip,  died  under  the  surgeon's 
knife;  the  next  day  at  noon  we  buried  him  and  Lieut.  Joseph  B.  Smith 
and  Quartermaster  Leroy,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  with  the  honors  of  war,  in 
the  camp  burial  ground,  all  receiving  their  death  wounds  on  the  frigat* 
Congress.  The  bodies  of  all  killed,  excepting  those  in  this  action,  were 
probably  burned  that  night  in  the  ship,  as  her  magazine  exploded  shortly 
after  midnight.  The  next  morning,  finding  the  Monitor  was  fully  a 
match  for  the  Merrimac  and  was  keeping  her  engaged  two  miles  from  us, 
I  manned  two  boats  with  twenty  of  my  own  men,  and  made  a  three  hours' 
search,  and  found  nothing  worthy  of  a  note.  It  now  becomes  my  painful 
duty  to  add  a  list  of  the  killed,  missing,  and  wounded  of  my  company.* 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Yours,  obediently,  WM.  J.  McINTIRE, 

Captain  Company  J),  Mnety-ninth  Regiment  N'ew  Torh  Volunteers. 

Col.  D.  W.  Wakdeop, 

Union  Coast  Guard,  99th  Regt.  Neic  Torh  State  Vols., 
rg J  Camp  Hamilton,  Va. 

•Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  9  killed,  15  wounded,  and  7  missing. 
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MARCH  9,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Sangster's  Station,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  First  Maryland  Infantry 

(Confederate). 

March  12, 1802. 
General:  On  Sunday,  March  9,  by  your  order,  I,  with  a  detail  from 
the  First  Maryland  Ileginieut,  relieved  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker, 
of  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  at  outpost  No.  2.  Immediately  upon  reach- 
ing the  post  I  began  to  place  the  men  under  my  command  upon  the  line 
theretofore  established.  I  posted  thirty-four  men  of  Company  I,  Lieu- 
tenant Mitchell,  at  Mrs.  Butler's  house  on  the  east  of  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad;  forty-eight  riflemen  of  Company  F,  Lieutenant 
Hough,  at  the  post  to  the  right  of  Ford's  house  and  left  of  the  railroad ; 
twenty-eight  riflemen  of  Companies  A  and  B,  Lieutenants  Shellman 
and  Costello,  at  the  church  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  Ford's  house,  and 
thirty-six  men  of  Company  H,  Captain  Murray,  at  the  reserve.  Hav- 
ing reported  before  to  General  Steuart,  commanding  outposts,  the 
extreme  weakness  of  the  position  in  consequence  of  the  inability  of 
the  sentinel  on  the  right  flank  to  see  an  approaching  enemy,  who  would 
be  masked  by  intervening  hills  until  within  fifty  yards  of  the  line  of 
sentinels,  which  rendered  the  right  flank  liable  at  anytime  to  be  turned 
and  the  enemy  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  I'eserve  before  being  observed, 
I  had  obtained  his  permission  to  change  the  line  to  protect  us  from  this 
danger  as  far  as  possible,  which,  however,  would  only  be  partial.  I 
started  to  go  to  the  outsentinel  to  select  a  position  for  a  picket,  when 
I  met  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker,  who  had  just  brought  in  his  men  from 
the  church,  wlio  told  me  some  cavalry  vedettes  had  just  passed,  and 
informed  him  that  they  had  been  driven  in  from  my  front  by  the  enemy, 
who  was  advancing  in  force.  I  instantly  ordered  the  sentinels  to  be 
drawn  in,  and  while  doing  so  his  flankers  and  line  of  skirmishers 
appeared  within  a  short  distance  of  where  I  then  was.  I  then  hastened 
to  P  Company,  and  ordered  Lieutenant  Hough  to  fall  back  to  the  road, 
behind  Ford's  house,  leading  to  the  railroad  to  protect  my  rear,  sent  by 
courier  to  Lieutenants  Shellman  and  Costello  to  bring  their  men  in, 
having  before  by  courier  ordered  Captain  Murray  up  to  the  rear  of 
Ford's  house,  which  order  was  not  received  by  him,  and  J  sent  again, 
ordering  him  up.  When  I  rode  up  on  the  hill  toward  the  church  a  regi- 
ment in  line  of  battle  was  advancing  up  the  hollow  from  Sangster's 
Cross-lioads,  a  company  of  cavalry  was  charging  on  F  Company,  which 
was  retiring  in  disorder  across  an  open  field  in  the  direction  I  had 
ordered,  and  another  company  of  cavalry  was  sweeping  around  the  hill 
toward  the  chnrch.  Lieutenants  Shclhnau  and  Costello  brought  tlieir 
men  down  to  the  hollow  behind  Ford's  house,  where  I  united  them  with 
Captain  Murray's,  and  being  then  informed  that  a  large  body  of  infan- 
try were  moving  down  the  railroad  between  me  and  my  first  post,  I 
moved  rapidly  in  that  direction,  when  the  cavalry  appeared  directly 
between  me  and  the  road  to  the  railroad.  T  gave  them  a  volley,  which 
drove  them  back,  and  gained  the  timber,  and  then  by  the  road  t'hrough 
it,  got  to  Lieutenant  Mitchell's  post.  Just  below  it  was  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Walker,  who  had  on  leaving  told  me  he  would  hold  that  posi- 
tion to  keep  open  communication  with  our  rear.  I  then  deployed  H 
Company  as  skirmishers  along  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  the  right  in 
front  of  Lieutenant  Mitchell's  original  post.  He  formed  my  men  on  the 
left  of  it,  while  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  held  a  position  on  the  right. 
Here  we  remained  for  some  time,  until   Lieutenant-Colonel  AValker 
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received  orders  from  Colonel  Ilill  to  return  to  camp,  which  he  did,  and 
I  fell  back  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  bridge  to  prevent  my  being  flanked 
from  th*e  Union  Mills  Ford  road,  where  I  remained  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon. Then  receiving  General  Steuart's  order  to  return  to  Union  Mills 
Ford  and  report  to  Colonel  llobertson,  1  did  so,  burning  the  railroad 
bridge  and  reaching  there  about  dark,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  hold 
that  ford,  which  I  did  until  V2  o'clock  that  night,  when  I  was  relieved  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Xicholls,of  the  Eighth  Louisiana,  and  ordered  to  my 
regiment.  I  have  lost  thirteen  men  missing,  some  of  whom  I  still  hope 
to  hear  from.  They  are  all  of  Company  F,  which  being  armed  with 
rifles,  without  bayonets,  made  an  ineffectual  defense  against  a  cavalry 
charge;  four  of  them  were  killed  or  badly  wounded  and  nine  are  stiil 
missing.  Lieut.  Joseph  H.  Stewart,  of  Company  F,  is  also  missing,  and 
has  been  taken,  I  expect.  When  last  seen  he  was  flghting  gallantly, 
having  killed  a  trooper  who  was  charging  him.  Private  Nolan  first  shot 
a  man  who  was  riding  at  him,  then  with  his  clubbed  rifle  broke  the  fore- 
legs of  the  horse  of  the  next  trooper,  and  was  then  cut  down.  The 
enemy's  loss  was  certainly,  I  think,  seven  men  killed  or  Avounded  besides 
losing  several  horses.  Tliere  were  two  troops  of  cavalry  and  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  one  of  which  was  deployed  to  the  east  and  right  of 
the  railroad,  while  the  other  advanced  in  line  of  battle  on  Ford's  house. 
In  the  face  of  this  force  1  held  my  right  post  until  ordered  back,  though 
then  within  500  or  COO  yards  of  him. 

BKADLEY  T.  JOHNSON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  (JonifUj.  Detachment  First  Maryland  Regiment. 

General  Arnold  Elzey, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
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MARCH  10-JUNE  22,  1862.— Operations  in  Northern  Virginia. 

Journal  of  events  in  the  commands  of  General  Irvin  McDowell,  U.  S. 

Army.* 

Monday,  March  10, 1862. — The  division  headquarters  left  Arlington  at 
about  8  o'clock  and  took  up  line  of  march.  The  forenoon  was  rainy. 
Arrived  at  camping  ground  about  6  o'clock,  one  mile  and  a  half  beyond 
Fairfax  Court-House,  on  Mrs.  Cockerell's  place.  Nothing  of  imi)ortance 
transpired.  Went  to  Centerville  (General  McD.  and  staff).  Saw  a 
very  long  and  well-placed  line  of  fortifications  the  enemy  had  thrown 
ui>  and  abandoned  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Tuesday,  March  11, 1862. — Pitched  the  tents  and  arranged  the  oflQce. 
General  McClellau  and  staff,  General  McDowell  and  staff',  General 
Porter  and  staff',  Generals  Barnard,  Smith,  Franklin,  and  Stone- 
man,  &c.,  went  to  Centerville  and  Manassas,  escorted  by  General 
Cooke's  cavalry  and  Colonel  Davies'  cavalry.  Found  no  enemy.  They 
had  evidently  left  in  haste,  leaving  tents,  clothing,  ihe  railroad,  and 
other  property.  We  came  back  over  the  battle-field  of  Bull  Kun ;  found 
the  Stone  Bridge  broken.  We  went  by  Blackburn's  or  rather  Mitchell's 
Ford;  roads  terrible.  Colonel  Davies' cavalry  went  ahead  from  Cen- 
terville, General  Cooke  having  got  on  the  wrong  road  and  not  coming 
up  until  we  reached  Manassas.  Lieutenant  Abbot  and  a  party  went 
up  to  Sudley  Springs  to  see  if  the  cavalry  could  get  forage;  found  only 

•  Kept  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general  at  McDowell's  headquarters. 
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100  bushels  of  corn.  General  McClellan  concluded  it  was  not  enough 
to  answer.  We  all  took  a  lunch  at  Manassas,  and  our  lunch  basket 
proved  a  godsend  to  a  good  many  hungry  people,  among  others  Gen- 
eral McClellan.  We  found  houses  (that  is  cantonments)  for  rebel  sol- 
diers. They  must  have  had  a  very  large  lorce  there;  probably  it  came 
fully  up  to  our  estimate.  They  have  burnt  most  of  the  town.  Sent 
several  letters  by  two  messengers  to  the  city.  Got  forage  for  head- 
quarters from  Burke's  Station,  though  most  of  the  division  did  not 
have  any.  Went  by  measurement  and  estimate  on  map  thirtyiive  miles. 
Signal  corps,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Russell,  reported  this  day. 

Wednesday,  March  12. — General  McDowell  at  General  McOlellan's 
headquarters  almost  all  day.  Ambulance  train  came  up  this  morning 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Stokes;  also  a  forage  train  bringing  25,000  pounds  of 
grain  and  8,000  pounds  of  hay.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in 
getting  supplies.  No  arrangement  seems  to  have  been  made  to  meet 
the  emergencies.  Had  my  horse  botched  up  at  Captain  Monroe's  bat- 
tery, but  the  shoes  were  not  worth  much,  and  the  horse  I  fear  will  be 
lame  for  some  time.    Found  that  we  had  no  spades. 

Thursday, March  13. — Governor  Dennisou,  of  Ohio,  staid  with  us  last 
night.  General  McD.  went  to  General  McClellan's  headquarters  in  the 
morning  and  then  to  the  city.  While  gone  he  was  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  division  and  General  King  appointed  in  his  place. 
Major  Whipple  left  us  yesterday  and  went  to  General  IVIcClellau.  He 
went  with  General  Stoneman  on  a  reconnaissance  to  find  the  rebels 
this  morning.  Comstock,  McAlester,  and  Merrill  stopped  on  the  way 
to  Centerville. 

Friday,  March  14. — The  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  assistant 
adjutant- general's  ofiice  were  turned  over  to  Captain  Chandler,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  of  King's  division.  General  McDowell  returned 
from  Washington  about  3  o'clock  and  gave  orders  to  strike  tents  and 
go  back  with  the  train  to  Arlington  to  stay  over  night  and  await 
orders.  The  train  was  much  delayed  by  a  large  body  of  troops  in 
front  on  the  Little  River  turnpike,  who  were  evidently  stopping.  The 
train  reached  Arlington  about  1  a.  m.  March  15.  It  rained  most  of 
the  jnarch.    The  general  and  staff  went  direct  to  Washington. 

March  15. — General  and  staff  staid  in  Washington  all  day,  most  of 
the  time  at  General  Williams'  headquarters.  First  report  of  corps 
d'armee  made  to-day  for  this  corps,  taken  from  reports  of  March  1, 4,  and 
6.  Obtained  from  the  War  Department  the  books  for  the  new  corps. 
Major  Brown  was  sent  across  the  river  to  tell  McCall's  division  to  halt 
and  camp  for  the  night  at  the  best  place  they  could  find  for  shelter. 
The  day  was  mostly  appropriated  to  providing  all  necessary  articles  to 
take  on  the  march.  Terrible  rain  all  day.  King's  division  took  up  the 
line  of  march  from  their  old  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Fairfax  Court- 
House.  About  9  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Wadsworth  went  to  see  them  and 
tell  them  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  to  Alexandria.  He  met  General 
King  on  the  Columbia  turnpike  beyond  Bailey's  Cross  Roads.  Augur's 
brigade  went  to  Alexandria  and  was  then  ordered  back  to  Upton's 
Hill,  having  nolhing  but  mud  to  camp  in  and  no  wood.  McCall  was 
ordered  to  encamp  where  he  was,  beyond  Falls  Church,  ho  havino-  got 
into  the  inud.  Applied  to  Colonel  Macomb  and  got  the  promise  of  bal- 
loons to  be  delivered  in  Alexandria  Monday.  Colonel  Schriver  pre- 
pared his  first  official  act  to-day  in  regard  to  McCall's  division  as  chie<' 
of  staff.  ' 

March  iff.— Heard  that  King's,  Augur's,  and  Wadsworth's  brigades 
had  gone  back  to  their  old  camps  to  quarter  until  they  should  be 
ordered  again  to  move.  No  business  transacted  at  the  office  during 
the  day. 
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March  17, — Got  an  order  for  statiouery  aud  got  it  filled.  At  11.30 
a.  111.  orders  -were  given  to  have  all  tbe  office  furuiture  brought  to 
headquarters  at  Washington.  Clerks  ordered  to  report  for  duty  there 
also.  Got  a  hand  press  from  General  Williams  from  the  seminary. 
Office  was  arranged,  and  routine  of  business  commenced  about  4  p.  ra. 
March  18. — At  9  a.  m.  orders  were  given  to  pack  up  to  move  the 
headquarters  to  seminary.  Telegraphed  to  Arlington  to  have  all  the 
things  there  loaded  and  train  go  immediately  to  seminary.  Left  Wash- 
ington about  2  o'clock  with  wagon  with  officers'  things  and  proceeded 
to  seminary  via  Alexandria,  where  wq  arrived  about  6  o'clock.  We  then 
halted  for  awhile  and  from  there  we  moved  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
seminary,  where  we  encani[)ed  for  the  night.  The  staff  arrived  about  8 
o'clock.  General  McD.  did  not  come.  The  encampment  is  on  the  estate 
of  Mr.  C.  F.  Lee,  cousin  of  General  Lee  in  the  rebel  army.  The  divis- 
ions were  concentrated  about  the  seminary. 

March  19. — Pitched  tents  and  arranged  the  office.  Orders  were  sent 
out  for  morning  reports  to  be  sent  iu  daily  until  next  Monday.  Col- 
onel Murphy's  regiment  and  Colonel  Stuart's  regiment  came  over  to-day 
but  did  not  bring  their  trains  and  bridge  apparatus.  The  people  liv- 
ing in  the  bouse  were  ordered  out  into  the  [sic]  to  be  out  to-morrow. 
Drouillard  went  to  town  and  got  some  mess  stores  and  came  home  in  the 
evening.  General  Franklin's  division  was  reviewed  by  Generals  McClel- 
lan  and  McDowell  in  the  afternoon.  Commenced  raining  during  the 
evening. 

March  20. — Office  was  removed  from  the  tent  into  the  house.  A  very 
rainy  and  disagreeable  day.  Orderly  Clark  was  sent  to  Alexandria 
hcspital.  A  morning  report  was  received  from  the  entire  command 
except  signal  corps.  General  McD.  staid  all  night  in  the  city.  Maley 
sick.  Six  orderlies  from  General  McCall's  and  four  from  General 
Franklin's  division  reported  for  duty  at  these  headquarters.  Geu 
eral  and  staff  quartered  in  the  house;  also  the  clerks. 

March  21. — Maley  quite  sick.     Still  storming  and  disagreeable. 

March  22. — Sent  a  requisition  to  Arlington  for  forage,  four  wagons, 
sixteen  horses,  tents,  &c.  Wagons  and  horses  were  not  drawn. 
Orderly  Avith  wagon  was  sent  to  town  to  get  type  and  other  materials 
for  the  printing  office;  alsoforthingsforanumber  of  the  staff.  Wagon 
got  back  about  8  o'clock  with  the  things.  General  Hatch  reported  for 
duty.  General  McDowell  was  at  headquarters  most  of  the  day  and 
went  to  Washington  in  the  evening. 

March  23. — Sent  an  orderly  to  town  with  wagon  to  get  some  things 
for  general  and  staff  mess.  General  not  here  during  the  day.  Captain 
Baistow  went  to  Alexandria  to  .get  some  more  wagons  and  teams. 
Captain  Breck  went  to  Washington  in  the  afternoon.  The  weekly 
report  of  the  corps  was  made  out  and  sent  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

March  24. — General  McDowell  returned  from  Washington  about  2 
o'clock.  Captain  Breck  returned  about  the  same  time.  Hoaglaud 
went  to  Washington  on  business  aTid  brought  the  mail,  leaving  orders 
for  mail  to  be  sent  with  General  McClellan's.  General  JCearny's  bri- 
gade, of  Franklin's  division,  was  reviewed  by  (General  McDowell  in  the 
afternoon. 

March  ^5.— Teams  were  sent  to  Arlington  after  tents,  &«.,  in  the 
morning.  The  carriage  team,  while  standing  in  front  of  the  house, 
took  fright  by  the  report  of  artillery  and  ran  away,  smashing  the  car- 
riage. General  McDowell  went  to  Washington  and  returned  about 
12.30  p.  m.    A  grand  review  of  the  whole  corps  took  place  iu  the  after- 
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noon.     All  the  staff  attended  with  General  Mc]).     Lieutenant  Whitte- 
more,  ordnance  officer,  reported  for  duty. 

March  20. — The  weather  still  holds  good.  General  McD.  went  to 
headquarters  about  11  o'clock,  and  from  there  to  Washington.  A  nnm 
bcr  of  horses  were  sent  to  Arlington  to  be  shod.  Mains  got  back  from 
Washington  with  a  new  horse  for  Captain  Breck.  General  Orders, 
No.  2,  from  these  headquarters,  were  printed  and  circulated  to  the 
divisions  in  the  corps.  Heard  the  troops  were  being  embarked  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  Captain  Breck  took  a  ride  in  the  afternoon ;  was  gone 
about  an  hour  and  a  half.  Lieutenants  Drouillard  and  Whittemore 
went  to  town ;  also  Doctor  Magruder  and  Captain  Barstow  went  to 
Alexandria  to  see  about  flags,  &c. 

March  27. — A  beautiful  spring  day.  Invitations  were  sent  out  early 
this  morning  to  all  the  brigadiers  ot  the  corps  to  lunch  with  the  gen- 
eral commanding  and  Lord  Lyons,  with  a  number  of  officers  of  the 
English  Guards,  at  1  o'clock.  A  review  of  Generals  Franklin's  and 
King's  divisions  took  place  at  2.30  o'clock,  and  tbe  troops  were  compli- 
mented highly  by  Lord  Lyons  and  his  guests,  remarking  that  some  of 
them  were  equal  to  the  best  of  the  English  army  in  appearance  and 
drill.  The  Misses  Chase,  with  Mrs.  McDowell,  attended  the  review. 
After  the  review  the  general  went  to  Washington  with  Mrs.  McDowell 
and  guests.  A  complimentary  order  was  ordered  to  be  issued  to  the 
troops  to-morrow. 

March  2S. — The  weather  still  fine.  General  McDowell  returned  from 
Washington  about  2  p.  m.  Tlie  general  routine  of  business  transacted 
as  usual.  A  roster  of  aides-de  camp  for  daily  and  weekly  duty  with 
the  general  was  made  out.  General  Hatch  was  transferred,  by  order 
from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  General  Banks'  command. 

March  29. — The  morning  was  cloudy  and  about  noon  it  commenced 
snowing  and  continued  till  dark.  General  McDowell  was  here  through- 
out the  day.  Major  Brown  and  Lieutenant  Wadsworth  went  to  Wash- 
ington. An  order  from  headquarters  relieving  Colonel  lugalls  from 
duty  on  this  staff  was  received.  An  orderly,  with  wagon,  went  to  town 
for  five  reams  unruled  note  paper  for  printing  purposes,  and  sundry 
other  things.  Mail  was  brought  from  Washington  by  Hoagland  about 
1.30  p.  m.  for  these  headquarters. 

March  30. — The  snow  commenced  thawing  early  in  the  day.  It  rained 
occasionally  throughout  the  day.  About  dark  there  was  quite  a  thun- 
der shower  with  vivid  lightning.  General  McD.  remained  at  the  office 
all  day.  Captain  Breck  went  to  Washington  in  the  afternoon.  The 
weekly  report  was  sent  in  about  0  p.  m. 

March  5J.— This  morning  it  cleared  away  and  the  sun  came  out. 
General  McDowell  went  to  Alexandria  about  12  m.,  in  company  with 
General  Kearny.  Lieutenants  Drouillard  and  Cutting  went  to  Wash- 
ington in  the  afternoon.  Captain  Breck  and  Lieutenant  Wadsworth 
returned  from  Washington  about  3  ]>.  ra. ;  Major  Brown  and  Lieutenant 
Cutting  in  the  evening.  Captain  Sanderson  arrived  with  his  baggage, 
bringing  his  French  cook  with  him. 

April  l.—Kwavy  pleasant  day.  General  McDowell  went  to  Wash- 
ington about  11  a.  ni.  Major  Whipple  reported  by  telegraph  from 
Washington  for  duty.  Notice  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  beiiig  relieved 
from  the  duty  he  was  assigned  was  received  head(|uarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  General  McClellan  and  staff  left  Alexandria  and  went  down 
the  Potomac  about  5  j).  m.  Captain  Sanderson  went  to  Washington  to 
see  about  transportation  of  commissary  stores.  Cai)tain  Breck  sent 
to  town  for  a  horse,  also  for  a  number  of  different  blank  returns. 
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April  ^.—Weather  cloudy  duriug  tlie  day.  General  McD.  all  day  at 
"Washington.    Major  Whipple  reported  himself  dctaclied. 

April  ^.— This  is  a  beautiful  day.  General  McDowell  staid  in  town 
all  night.  He  telegraphed  during  the  night  to  Colonel  Schriver,  Major 
Brown,  and  Lieutenant  Gutting  to  meet  him  at  Willard's  Hotel  at  10 
o'clock  this  morning;  also  Ibr  all  the  division  commanders  to  be  there  at 
the  same  time.  General  McDowell  expected  to  go  to  Fort  Monroe  in 
tlie  afternoon,  but  did  not.  Colonel  Schriver  arrived  from  town  about 
7.30  p.  m.  Orders  were  issued  for  Franklin's  division  to  be  thrown 
forward  to  Warrentou  Junction  or  beyond  to  relieve  General  Sumner's 
corps.  A  change  in  the  programme  was  made  in  Washington — a 
department  to  consist  of  the  First  Corps  and  Banks'  corps.  It  was 
reported  that  General  McCIcllan  had  100,000  troops  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe ;  that  they  were  very  much  cramped  for  room.  Lieutenant  Babbitt 
staid  with  us  all  night. 

April  4. — Part  of  Franklin's  division  moved  forward  this  morning. 
Orders  were  given  General  King  to  move  with  his  division  as  far  as 
Annandale  to-day,  and  from  there  forward  to  Bristoe  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  Engineer  Brigade,  of  Franklhi's  division,  went  by  railroad. 
General  McDowell  came  from  town  about  (i  p.  m.,  also  Captains  Barstow, 
Sanderson,  Major  Brown,  and  Lieutenant  Cutting.  Doctor  Magruder 
and  Lieutenant  Drouillard  went  to  Washington.  Doctor  returned 
about  8  p.  m.  He  reported  that  the  Surgeon-General  was  sent  to  Bos- 
ton, \o  Fort  Monroe,  or  some  other  fort.  The  doctor's  ambulances 
arrived  about  5  ]i.  m.  Orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  were  received, 
forming  a  new  department  to  be  known  as  the  ])epartment  of  the  liap- 
pahannock,  to  be  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Trvin  McDowell;  also 
returning  to  (reneral  McDowell's  coramaiid  Colonel  Bayard's  regiment 
of  cavalry. 

►  A2)ril  5. — During  the  fore  part  of  the  day  it  was  quite  rainy  and  dis- 
agreeable. General  McDowell  remained  here  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when 
he  and  Major  Browu  went  to  Washington.  The  general's  new  carriage 
arrived  to-day  with  a  four-horse  team  (dappled  grays).  Mr.  Paine,  with 
his  men,  arrived  about  5.30  p.  m.  to  make  this  their  headquarters. 

April  a. — A  beautiful  sunshiny  day.  Colonel  Schriver  went  to 
Washington  in  the  carriage  this  moi'ning.  Captain  Sanderson,  Lieu- 
tenants Whittemore,  Cutting,  and  Drouillard  went  to  Wasliington. 
Lieutenant  Drouillard  returned  in  the  afternoon,  also  Colonel  Schriver. 
Afterward  Captain  Breck  went  to  Washington  to  remain  over  night. 
A  telegram  from  (ieneral  King  was  received  from  Bristoe,  stating  that 
there  was  no  forage  and  no  rations  there  except  128,000  pounds  bacon. 
Three  Englishmen  came  out  to  lunch,  also  Colonel  Bayard. 

April  7. — A  snow-storm  commenced  about  1  p.  m.  and  continued 
throughout  the  day.  Cai^tain  Breck  arrived  from  Washington  about 
4  ]).  m.  Lieutenants  Whittemore,  Drouillard,  and  Cutting  returned  from 
Washington  about  4  ]).  m.  A  telegraph  from  General  Abercrombie 
stilted  lie  m:ide  a  reconnaissance  to  the  Eappahannock  and  discovered 
the  enemy  throwing  up  intrenchments  and  riile- pits  commanding  the 
fords.    General  McDowell  remained  in  Washington  all  day. 

April  8. — The  snow-storm  of  yesterday  turned  to  rain  this  morning. 
One  wagon  was  sent  to  Washington  to  get  some  things  for  the  officers. 
General  McDowell  arrived  from  Washington  about  12.30  p.  m.,  and 
gave  orders  for  McCall's  division  to  move  to  Manassas  to-morrow, 
infantry  by  rail  and  cavalry  and  artillery  via  Fairfax  and  Oenterville; 
headquarters  to  be  all  ready  to  move  also  in  the  morning.  General 
McDowell  returned  to  Washington  after  stopping  here  an  hour. 

h    -K.    Ti. VOT,    T.I,  1>T    I 
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A2Jril  9. — Still  rainiu'-'  and  very  cold.  Geueral  telegraphed  from 
Washington  to  be  ready  to  move  at  11  o'clock.  He  arrived  about  the 
same  time  the  telegraph  Avas  received.  Commenced  loading  about  11 
a.  m.  The  train  started  for  Fairfax  about  3  ]).  m.  One  wagon  upset 
near  the  seminary,  Avitli  Hoagland  in.  Another  wagon,  carrying  the 
provisions  and  two  Frencsh  cooks,  upset  near  Little  River  turnpike.  No 
one  hurt.  The  last  wagon  upset  again  on  the  Little  River  turnpike. 
A  terrible  snow-storm  prevailed  the  entire  march.  Arrived  at  I-'airfax 
about  8  p.  m.  and  stojiped  at  the  ladies'  seminary.  The  general  and 
Colonel  Schriver  stopped  at  Mrs.  Ford's. 

April  10. — We  packed  up  again  this  morning  as  soon  as  all  had 
breakfast  and  commenced  tlie  march  about  9  a.  m.  It  cleared  away 
about  11  a.  m.,  when  it  commenced  thawing  very  fast.  The  roads  were 
very  fair  until  after  passing  Centerville,  when  we  had  very  bad  and 
rough  roads,  a  considerable  of  them  corduroy  style.  Reached  Manassas 
about  3.30  p.  m.  We  kept  on,  intending  to  make  Bristoe,  but  found 
the  river  at  Broad  Run  too  deep  to  cross.  Encamped  for  the  night 
near  General  Franklin's  headquarters  on  a  Mr.  Leachman's  farm. 
Piatt's  and  Hexamer's  batteries  also  encamped  near  the  ford.  Heard 
that  General  McClellan  had  commenced  operations  on  Yorktown  with 
his  artillery. 

April  .11. — This  morning  after  breakfast  pulled  up  stakes,  about  9 
a.  m.,  and  started  for  Catlett's  Station.  Had  no  difficulty  in  crossing 
Milford  Ford  this  morning,  water  being  just  up  to  the  bottom  of  the 
wagon  bodies.  After  arriving  at  Catlett's  Station,  lieard  that  Frank- 
lin's division  had  been  ordered  back  to  Alexandria  to  go  down  the 
Potomac.  News  of  the  battle  and  victory  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  was 
received  to-day.  The  road  most  of  the  march  to-day  was  very  heavy. 
Forded  streams  some  three  or  four  times.  Encamped  for  tlie  night 
about  half  a  mile  west  of  Catlett's  Station  on  Mr.  Quezenberry's 
farm,  a  beautiful  location,  which  we  arrived  at  about  5  p.  m.  At  S'lS 
p.  m.  a  telegraph  from  tbe  War  Department  was  received,  ordering 
General  Franklin's  division  back  to  Alexandria,  to  embark  and  go 
down  the  river  to  join  General  McClellan's  command.  The  newspa- 
pers received  this  morning  stated  that  General  McClellan  had  taken 
Yorktown.  Kearny's  brigade  started  back  at  ~>  p.  in.  on  foot,  Slocum's 
during  the  night  on  tbe  cars;  Newton's  on  the  way  up  was  turned 
back  before  it  reached  Catlett's  Station.  Doctor  Shuman,  having 
refused  to  give  us  quarters,  Avas  ordered  to  give  up  his  house  for  a 
hospital. 

April  35.— Last  night  Doctor  Magruder's  horse,  with  two  horses  of 
the  ambulance  wagon,  broke  loose  and  were  not  to  be  found  this  morn- 
ing. After  taking  breakfast,  loaded  up  again  and  started  for  the  other 
side  of  the  railroad,  about  10  a.  m.  Arrived,  after  considerable  delay 
at  the  camping  around,  about  V2  m.  Pitched  tents  and  put  up  the 
office  in  a  house  adjoining  Mr.  Marks'.  Major  Ray,  of  Colonel  Bayard's 
regiment,  came  and  reported  that  last  night  500  of  the  enemy's  cavalrv 
in  Warrenton  were  picketed  four  miles  this  side  of  Warrenton  on  the 
road  by  Saint  Stephen's  Church.  They  did  not  go  to  Warrenton  but 
saw  it.  They  brought  in  the  negro  George  Smith,  who  gave  some 
information.  The  Nineteenth  Indiana  and  Second  Wisconsin  came  un 
to  day  .to  guard  the  road.  Colonel  Bayard  is  camped  opposite  us  near 
the  Cedar  Run  Creek.  The  general  and  staff  went  to  Warrenton  June 
tion  and  saw  General  Abercrombie.  Cedar  Run  is  fordable  but  the 
bottom  is  bad  and  rocky.    Wagons  cross,  however,  in  sevenal  ]»laces 
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The  railroad  is  torn  up  aud  the  rails  badly  used  up,  A  mau  was  badly 
hurt  by  a  heavy  stick  of  timber  falling  upon  him  at  the  bridge  that  is 
building  over  Cedar  Run,  Six  orderlies  from  Colonel  Bayard's  cavalry, 
this  evening.  Colonel  Macomb  reported  for  duty,  bringing  two  wagons. 
Twelve  at  dinner  this  evening — General  McDowell,  General  Van 
Rensselaer,  Colonel  Macomb,  Colonel  Schriver,  Major  Brown,  Doctor 
Magruder,  Captain  ISreck,  Captain  Sanderson,  Captain  Barstow,  Lieu- 
tenant Whittemore,  Lieutenant  Drouillard,  and  Lieutenant  Cutting, 
Captain  Myers  reported  by  letter  that  he  was  sick  at  Willard's  and 
would  join  as  soon  as  he  could, 

April  13.— It  being  Sunday,  there  was  not  much  doue  except  that 
which  was  really  necessary.  During  the  morning  the  general  reviewed 
Colonel  Bayard's  regiment  of  cavalry.  The  Sixth  and  Seventh  Wis- 
consin came  up  from  Bristoe  this  morning  aud  encamped  on  the  opposite 
I  side]  of  the  railroad,  near  Cedar  Run.  Part  of  Colonel  Davies'  Second 
New  York  Cavalry  arrived  in  the  afternoon  and  encamped  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  these  headquarters,  A  number  of  contrabands 
came  in  and  gave  some  infoi'mation.  They  said  the  railroad  was  torn 
up  part  of  the  way  from  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  The 
most  of  the  rebels  had  left  Fredericksburg,  and  many  had  left  from  the 
rebels  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  Colonel  Bayard's  regi- 
ment started  for  Fredericksburg  about  5  p.  ni.  A  rebel  soldier  from 
the  Twenty-fifth  Mississippi  came  in  to-day  aud  gave  himself  up. 
General  McDowell  and  Lieutenant  Cutting  went  to  Washington  about 
7  p.  in.  Colonel  McCallum  came  out  to- day  to  superintend  the  building 
of  the  railroad. 

April  14. — Lieutenant  Wadsworth  arrived  from  Washington  during 
the  night.  During  the  morning  it  had  the  appearance  of  rain  but 
passed  over.  General  McDowell  telegraphed  from  Washington  to  sus- 
pend operations  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  and  to  make 
the  bridge  available  for  wagons  to  pass  over,  but  to  push  forward 
repairs  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad  as  fast  as  possible;  also  to  place 
all  the  disposable  force  of  railroad  workmen  ui)on  that  railroad.  Col- 
onel Bayard's  regiment  returned  this  afternoon,  bringing  in  a  prisoner 
and  his  horse,  of  the  rebel  pickets,  which  they  found  stationed  fourteen 
miles  from  here.  The  regiment  drove  in  the  pickets  of  the  enemy  about 
three  miles.  The  enemy's  troops  were  mostly  militia.  A  squadron  of 
Colonel  Davies'  regiment  was  ordered  to  x>ieket  the  road  leading  to 
Fredericksburg.  They  went  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Kilpatrick, 
Colonel  Davies  being  absent.  An  order  from  the  Adjutant-General, 
relieving  Lieutenant  Whittemore  from  duty  here,  was  received  aud 
ordering  him  to  report  for  duty  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  in  person. 
Quite  a  number  of  contrabands  came  in  today. 

April  15. — The  weekly  report  of  last  Saturday  was  made  out  today. 
Lieutenant  Whittemore  left  for  Washington  this  morning.  General 
McDowell  telegraphed  he  would  leave  for  this  place  about  10  p.  m. 
General  Augur's  brigade  was  ordered  here  from  Bristoe  by  General 
McD.  direct.  They  arrived  here  about  8..30  p.  m.,  and  camped  east  of 
headquarters  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  General  Augur  came  aud 
reported.  Captain  Barstow  made  a  temporary  office  at  the  station 
to-day  for  quartermaster's  purposes.  The  mail  from  Washington  arrived 
about  8.30  a,  m.  Sergeant  Wood  went  down  with  the  mail  to  day. 
General  McDowell  telegraphed  to  order  up  General  Augur  from  Bristoe 
to  Catlett's  Station  (where  we  are),  and  to  have  him  and  a  battery  start 
to-morrow  morning  with  three  days'  rations  (cooked).    General  Augur's 
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wagous  did  not  get  up  during  the  night,  except  four;  the  rest  stuck  in 
the  mud.  Miss  Delaplaine  came  up  with  a  gentleman  and  talked  a  good 
deal  about  her  troubles  at  liichland  Mills;  staid  an  hour  and  talked 
like  a  steam  engine. 

April  16. — General  McDowell,  also  Captain  Myers  and  Lieutenant 
Cutting,  arrived  from  Washington  about  3  p.  ni.  Stragglers  from 
General  Augur's  brigade  were  arriving  during  the  morning.  General 
Patrick's  brigade  came  ui>  from  Bristoe  this  afternoon  about  4  o'clock 
and  went  into  camp  about  two  miles  west  of  these  head(]uarters,  near 
Mr.  Quezenberry's.  General  King's  headquarters  came  up  this  after- 
noon from  Bristoe  and  were  established  at  Mr.  Quezenberry's.  Orders 
were  received  for  General  Augur's  brigade  to  march  in  the  morning 
toward  Fredericksburg  with  a  battery  of  artillery  (Captain  Gibbon's) 
and  one  section  of  Captain  Gerrish's.  They  take  three  days'  cooked 
rations  in  haversacks  and  three  days'  hard  bread  in  wagons,  and  beef 
on  hoof.  Taber  went  into  town  with  the  mail.  The  guard  stole  Lieu- 
tenant D[rouillard|'s  demijohn  of  whisky.  The  original  plan  was 
altered  and  General  Augur  waits  until  to-morrow,  when  he  will  be 
fully  prepared.  Doctor  Ranch,  General  Augur,  and  Captain  Wood- 
ruft'  staid  with  us  during  the  night;  Mr.  Cutting  staid  M'ith  the 
Herald  correspondent.  The  bridge  over  Cedar  Kun  was  finished, 
except  laying  down  the  rails.  The  Second  Wisconsin  guarded  the 
railroad  from  Bristoe  up. 

Aiyril  17. — General  Augur's  brigade,  with  sixteen  companies  of  Davies' 
and  Bayard's  cavalry,  also  Gibbon's  battery,  and  one  section  of  Ger- 
rish's battery,  started  for  Fredericksburg  this  morning  about  7  o'clock. 
Orders  were  given  fm'  a  wagon  bridge  to  be  comi)leted  over  Cedar  Itun, 
commenced  by  General  Kearny,  also  for  a  fatigue  party  to  be  at  the 
depot  each  day  to  report  to  Mr.  Merrill.  Word  was  sent  to  General 
Abercrombie  this  morning  about  the  movement  of  General  Augur, 
Orders  were  sent  to  General  Augur  to  attack  the  enemy  wherever  he 
found  him,  and  try  and  save  the  bridges  crossing  the  Kappahaunock 
and  to  keep  tlie men  from  marauding  and  straggling.  General  McDow- 
ell went  to  Washington  this  morning;  Lieutenant  Wadsworth  and 
Lieutenant  Houston  went  with  him.  Lieutenant  Drouillard  accompa- 
nied General  Augur,  also  Mr.  Paine.  The  balloon  for  this  department 
arrived  this  morning— La  Mountain's  Atlantic.  Part  of  the  staff  were 
present  at  a  very  pleasant  concert  this  evening  at  General  King's. 
Everything  was  sung  except  "The  Arkansas  Traveler." 

April  18. — General  Patrick's  brigade  moved  forward  toward  Freder- 
icksburg this  morning.  The  day  was  very  warm  and  toward  sundown 
a  heavy  shower  passed  around  to  the  south.  During  the  morning 
cannonading  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Warreuton  for  some  time. 
In  the  morning,  it  being  so  warm,  the  officers  all  took  a  nap  and  left 
the  office  quite  vacant.  Cai)tain  _Scheefz  came  in  about  7  p.  m.  and 
reported  that  General  McCall's  division  came  np  and  Avere  in  camp 
about  half  a  mile  off,  and  that  the  headquiirters  of  the  division  were 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  railroad,  about  half  a  mile  from  Catlett's 
Station.  Cajitain  Sanderson  got  seventy-five  loaves  of  bread  for  the 
staff,  and  Captain  Barstow  a  barrel  of  lager.  The  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  soon  as  it  reported  to  General  McCall,  was  detailed  as  a 
guard  of  the  Manassas  Ga])  Kailroad.  It  reported  to  him  to-day 
Captain  Sanderson  went  to  Mr.  Green's  house  and  had  buttermilk  and 
sherry  for  entertainment.  Nothing  heard  yet  from  Angur.  General 
Abercrombie  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  the ''river  to-day. 
Presume  the  tiring  heard  was  his  command  engaging  the  enemy. 
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April  19. — A  report  was  received  from  General  Augur,  stating  that 
Le  found  the  enemy  about  eighteen  miles  from  here,  and  was  defeated 
in  capturing  their  pickets  by  a  little  girl  giving  the  alarm  to  them  by 
signaling.  Keports  he  sent  the  Harris  Cavalry  and  one  battalion  of 
Eayard's  regiment  to  capture  a  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  in 
the  skirmish  Colonel  Kilpatrick  was  wounded  in  the  knee.  Lieutenant 
Decker  was  killed.  Captured  all  their  forage,  several  horses,  and  took 
three  prisoners,  when,  it  being  (juite  dark,  halted  to  rest  for  some  hours, 
lie  also  learned  that  the  bridges  were  iirepared  for  burning  some  days 
ago,  and  on  his  arrival  in  P^almouth  they  were  on  fire.  Saw  no  large 
Corce  of  the  enemy.  Also  reports  that  the  scout  Britton  was  wounded  in 
the  leg.  Captain  INlusser  reported  for  duty  as  commissary  at  the  depot. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Harris  and 
P>ayard's  cavalry,  while  advancing  on  Fredericksburg:  Company  M, 
Bayard's,  .S  killed  and  7  wounded;  Lieutenant  Leaf  slightly  injured: 
Company  F,  1  wounded.  Harris  Cavalry  had  4  killed  and  7  wounded. 
Total  killed,  7 ;  total  wounded,  14. 

April  19. — General  McDowell  at  Aquia  Creek  to-day;  heard  nothing 
from  him.  General  Abercrombie  sent  in  an  incomplete  report  of  a 
scout  he  made  last  night  down  to  the  liappahannock,  and  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  was  made  to  capture  two  ladies  named  Drummond. 
A  guard  of  two  men  from  Colonel  Bayard's  cavalry  was  sent  to  protect 
them,  at  the  request  of  a  Mr.  Green  and  two  other  gentlemen  who  came 
down  to  headquarters  to  see  about  it.  Pearcy,  the  orderly^came  home 
about  7  o'clock  this  morning.  He  went  down  to  Falmouth  and  saw  the 
biidges  on  Are.  Capt.  F.  Haven  arrived  this  morning  and  reported 
for  diity  as  aide.  Captain  Musser,  commissary  of  subsistence  for  depot, 
reported  for  duty. 

.ipril  21). — A  rainy  day.  A  contraband  came  in  who  belonged  to  a 
man  named  Combs,  who  reported  that  Combs  went  to  Fredericksburg 
on  V\'ednesday  and  reported  that  our  troops  were  ccmiing  and  to  tell 
them  to  burn  the  bridges.  His  brother,  David  Combs,  was  taken 
jmsoner  April  14,  and  sent  to  Washington.  Both  claim  to  be  Union, 
but  the  contraband  says  they  were  strong  secesh  before  the  Union 
troops  came.  Colonel  Campbell's  regiment  of  cavalry  reported  this 
morning  as  being  about  a  nule  and  a  half  down  the  railroad.  His  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  McCall's  division,  and  he  was  ordered  to  report 
to  him  for  instructions.  Marvin  was  sent  to  Alexandria  on  business 
for  Captain  Willard,  and  with  the  mail  to  Washington.  Telegraph  did 
not  worlv  during  the  early  part  of  the  day. 

April  f>]. — Orders  were  given  this  morning  to  pack  up  to  be  ready  to 
march  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  train  got  started  about  9 
a.  m.  There  was  considerable  delay  occasioned  by  waiting  for  the 
wagon  tliat  went  to  the  depot  for  rations  and  forage.  We  traveled 
about  seventeen  miles  today,  finding  very  bad  roads  in  some  places, 
and  by  the  rain  of  the  past  two  days  and  today  found  some  of  the 
lords  very  liigh.  Elk  Itun  Ford  was  very  steep  and  deep,  and  a  wagon 
belonging  to  the  Second  Wisconsin  upset  in  entering  it,  which  obstructed 
the  ford  so  that  two  of  our  wagons  could  not  cross  and  did  not  arrive 
at  our  encampment  at  Mrs.  Itamey's.  The  oflBcers  occupied  the  large 
room  in  tlie  house.  During  the  afternoon  the  rain  came  down  in  tor- 
rents for  about  two  hours.  We  forded  three  runs— Cedar,  Elk,  and 
Town  Runs— besides  a  number  of  small  streams.  During  the  night 
the  kitdien  chimney  caught  fire  and  the  old  lady  was  frightened  very 
much.  The  teamsters  broke  into  her  corn  and  took  eight  barrels,  and 
the  cavalry  and  teamsters  took  fourteen  bushels  of  oats,  for  which 
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Captain  Breck  gave  a  receipt.  Part  of  the  cavalry  escort,  iu  charge 
of  Sergeant  Burnham,  left  during  tbe  night  without  leave  or  authority 
and  against  the  wishes  of  Lieutenant  Griggs,  the  commanding  officer. 
About  2.15  we  stopped  at  a  house  ten  miles  from  Catlett's  to  wait  for 
the  wagons  to  come  up.  Wo  waited  about  two  hours  and  got  a  very 
nice  dinner,  such  as  it  was.  The  infantry  had  a  terrible  time  plodding 
along  through  the  mud.  It  was  said  tliat  they  did  not  cross  Cedar 
Run. 

April  22. — After  breakfast  we  loaded  up  and  got  an  early  start, 
about  7.15  a.  m.  It  cleared  oft'  during  the  night.  The  roads  were 
pretty  heavy  for  tbe  first  two  or  three  miles.  The  train  arrived  at 
Falmouth  about  1..30  p.  ni.,  and  on  the  camping  ground  at  Mr.  Lacy's 
farm,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  about  4  p.  m.  About  four  miles  from 
Falmouth  we  found  the  scene  of  Bayard's  fight.  The  remains  of  the 
barricade  were  still  standing  and  we  counted  eleven  dead  horses.  We 
found  that  General  McDowell  had  been  at  Falmouth  and  made  some 
arrangements,  and  left  this  morning  to  go  to  Belle  Plain  to  see  if  the 
old  stage  road  was  practicable  for  a  line  of  communication.  The  rail- 
road was  destroyed  and  it  will  take  some  time  to  rebuild  it.  The  bridges 
were  all  burned  down  except  a  few  spans  of  the  upper  one,  which  oar 
people  managed  to  save.  General  McDowell  took  Bayard  over  to 
Aquia  to  see  the  President,  and  he,  so  it  is  said,  nominated  him  and 
Captain  Gibbon  for  brigadiers.     This  was  on  the  20th,  Sunday. 

April  23. — A  beautiful  day.  General  King  arrived  and  established 
his  headquarters  on  the  hill  where  General  Patrick  was.  Also  Colonel 
Cutler's  brigade  arrived.  Marvin  went  to  Washington  with  the  mail, 
via  Aquia  Creek.  General  McDowell  did  not  come  back  to-day. 
Lieutenant  Houston  had  the  river  measured  to-day  to  see  if  it  was 
fordable  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridges.  Sergeant  Wirth  and  Hoagland 
sick. 

April  24. — Had  a  sprinkling  of  rain  and  snow  this  morning,  which 
soon  turned  to  rain.  General  McDowell  was  at  Belle  Plain  this  even- 
ing and  sent  word  to  the  staff  to  meet  him  at  Aquia  Creek.  The  staff", 
with  the  exception  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  Major  Brown,  and 
Captain  Willard,  went,  taking  three  wagons.  The  office,  with  the 
clerks  and  iive  orderlies,  also  quartermaster's  clerks,  commissary 
clerks,  were  left  behind.  The  staff  got  started  about  11  o'clock.  The 
rain  continued  througliout  the  day.  The  staff  camped  at  Hedgman's 
house,  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Aquia  Creek,  on  the  railroad. 

April  55.— It  was  still  raining  this  morning,  with  a  fair  prospect  of 
keeping  at  it  all  day,  which  it  did  by  intervals.  Two  gun  boats,  with  two 
steam-boats  and  some  other  craft,  arrived  and  anchored  down  the  river 
near  the  railroad  bridge.  The  orderly  sent  from  Aquia  Creek  with 
dispatches  lost  his  horse  and  equipments  in  trying  to  ford  the  Potomac 
Run,  and  came  from  there  to  these  headquarters  in  his  stocking  feet. 
He  said  his  horse  got  back  to  the  shore  on  the  other  side  of  the  runi 
and  that  there  were  some  cavalrymen  there  who  said  they  would  take 
him  home  to  the  headquarters  at  Aquia  Creek.  General  McD.  sent 
for  his  horse  in  these  dispatches  by  another  route.  He  sent  for  Mr.' 
Paine  to  meet  him  at  Belle  Plain  as  soon  as  possible,  and  for  him  to 
go  from  there  to  Aquia  Creek.  Also  in  these  dispatches  there  was 
an  order  to  have  all  officers  not  belonging  to  his  staff  leave  the  Lacv 
house  and  take  their  horses  from  the  stables,  if  there  were  any  occupy- 
ing any  rooms.  About  dark  a  guard  from  Colonel  Wyndham's  cavalry 
brought  in  the  prisoners  captured  down  the  river,  5  on  this  side  and  5 
on  the  other  side,  whom  they  caught  while  sleeinng  at  their  posts.-- No 
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news  from  General  McCall's  division  as  yet.    Last  night  signal  rockets 
were  seen ;  appeared  to  be  about  three  miles  back  of  Fredericksburg. 

April  26. — The  day  was  cool  and  cloudy,  but  the  clouds  broke  away 
before  sunset.  Major  Brown  and  Captain  Willard  went  to  Aquia  Creek 
thip  morning.  Captain  Willard  took  a  wagon  with  him,  the  general's 
tents,  August,  with  two  of  the  general's  horses,  and  an  orderly.  Major 
Brown  leturned  this  evening.  Rebel  pickets  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  were  seen  from  near  the  railroad  bridge. 

April  37. — This  day  has  been  a  beautiful  one.  Captain  Willard 
returned  from  Aquia  Creek  about  7.30  a.  m.  A  wagon  with  three  tents 
and  some  of  the  officers'  luggage  was  sent  to  Aquia  this  morning.  An 
orderly  was  sent  with  it.  Captain  Sanderson's  clerk  went  to  Aquia 
this  morning.  The  band  of  the  Twenty -first  Regiment  came  and  played 
just  at  sundown  in  front  of  the  house  a  number  of  pieces. 

April  28. — Orders  were  received  this  morning  to  remove  all  the  things 
over  to  Aquia  Creek.  Got  the  wagons  all  loaded  and  started  about  2.30 
a.  m.  [sic.  ]  The  clerks  went  by  the  way  of  the  railroad  and  arrived  at  the 
headquarters  about  6  p.  m.  The  wagons  did  not  arrive  up  to  10  o'clock, 
and  it  was  thought  they  had  stopped  for  the  night  on  the  road.  Major 
Brown  came  and  General  Van  Rensselaer  staid  back  until  tomorrow. 

April  29. — The  train  arrived  shortly  after  daylight  this  morning. 
After  dark  last  night  two  wagons  upset,  and  as  the  road  was  so  rough 
they  stopped  and  camped  for  the  night  within  half  a  mile  of  these  head- 
quarters. The  general  was  rather  unwell  this  morning,  but  went  to 
the  landing  during  the  day.  General  Van  Rensselaer  and  Captain  Wil- 
lard went  to  Washington.  Captain  Barstow  was  on  special  duty  to-day 
down  at  the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Wadsworth  relieved  him  to-night. 
General  McCall  arrived  at  Falmouth  (Meade's  brigade)  to-day,  leaving 
Ord's,  Bayard,  and  the  cavalry  and  artillery  at  Catlett's.  A.  L.  Cox, 
brigade  surgeon,  staid  with  us  this  night  and  Doctor  Thorn  last  night. 
Captain  Willard  was  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master by  Captain  Haven.    Captain  Willard  went  to  Washington. 

April  30. — Just  after  sunrise  it  commenced  to  cloud  over,  and  about 
113  m.  it  commenced  to  rain,  which  continued  at  intervals  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day  and  evening.  General  Franklin's  report  for 
March  was  received  to-day.  The  countersigns  were  sent  out  to-day  for 
the  following  week.  Major  Bannister  came  this  afternoon  and  paid  off 
the  staff  and  the  enlisted  men  who  had  their  descriptive  lists.  General 
McDowell  went  to  Aquia  and  thence  to  Fredericksburg  with  some 
Englishmen.  Colonel  Haupt  and  Mr.  Braytou  were  at  work  on  the 
railroad.  The  track  was  laid  with  rails  about  a  mile  from  Aquia. 
The  rails  fell  short  at  night.  The  men  at  the  railroad  were  at  work 
building  the  railroad,  cutting  ties,  laying  rails,  &c.  Major  Bannister 
came  and  staid  this  afternoon.  General  McDowell  went  over  to  Fred- 
ericksburg with  some  Englishmen,  viz,  Lord  Frederick  Paulet,  com- 
manding garrison  at  Montreal ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conolly,  department 
adjutant-geiieral,  C.  B.  Scott's  Fusilier  Guards;  Colouel  Stephenson, 
CB.  Scott's  Fusilier  Guards;  Captain  Clayton,  Grenadier  Guards; 
Captain  Seymour,  Coldstream  Guards,  aide-de-camp  to  maijor-geueral. 
General  McCall  reported  his  arrival  at  or  near  Falmouth,  about  one 
mile  north,  with  his  First  and  Second  Brigades,  leaving  at  Catlett's  his 
Third  Brigade  (Ord's),  the  artillery  and  cavalry,  also  Bayard's  compa- 
nies of  cavalry. 

May  i.— Capt.  Henry  B.  Blood,  assistant  quartermaster,  reported  tor 
railroad  duty  and  was  sent  over  to  Colonel  Haupt.  It  was  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  he  reported  to  Colonel  Haupt.    The  railroad 
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was  complete  to  within  a  mile  of  headquarters  (Hedgmau's  house).  The 
aidesde-camp  had  charge  of  the  railroad  to  assist  Colonel  Haupt, 
Barstow  and  Brown  in  particular.  The  great  trouble  to-day  has  been 
the  want  of  railroad  iron.  The  mudsills  of  the  bridge  over  Accokeek 
Creek  were  finished  and  laid  today  ready  for  the  trestle-work.  The 
bridge  now  waits  for  the  railroad.  Captain  Willard  returned  from 
Washington  to-day.  Forty  oxen  with  yokes  and  log  chains  are  at  Aquia 
Creek.  It  was  raining  most  of  the  day.  General  McDowell  returned 
this  evening  from  Fredericksburg. 

3fay  2. — The  clouds  broke  away  to-day  about  11  a.  m.,  and  the  sun 
came  out  very  warm.  Lieutenant  Drouillard  went  to  Washington  by 
the  boat.  General  McDowell  went  to  the  landing  about  noon.  The 
officers'  mess  split  this  morning  and  started  three  messes.  Sergeant 
Wirth  had  his  furlough  approved  for  two  weeks;  he  went  to  Washing- 
ton by  the  boat.  Had  quite  a  thunder  shower  about  6  p.  m.  Prepara- 
tions are  being  made  to  move  headquarters  in  the  morning.  The  gen- 
eral went  about  noon  to  Aquia  Creek  and  spent  most  of  the  time  there. 

May  5.— Headquarters  moved  this  morning  at  8.15.  A  number  of 
the  train  were  stalled  on  the  road,  which  delayed  the  march,  and  the 
train  did  not  arrive  at  the  Lacy  House,  opposite  Fredericksburg,  until 
about  5.30  p.  m.  Some  of  the  wagons  did  not  arrive  until  after  dark. 
General  McDowell  and  staff,  AA^th  a  number  of  the  Cabinet,  went  over 
to  Frederfcksburg — Mr.  Staiiton,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Harrington,  and  Gov- 
ernor Moorhead  of  Pennsylvania.  The  cars  fiom  Aquia  Creek  ran  up 
as  far  as  Brooke's  Station  this  morning  and  brought  up  the  members  of 
the  Cabinet  above  mentioned.  The  general  and  statt'  arrived  about  2 
p.m.  at  General  King's  headquarters,  and  after  taking  lunch  went  over 
to  the  river  and  took  a  look  at  the  end  of  the  bridge.  Some  of  the  staff 
and  Governor  Moorhead  rode  abont  the  town.  I'^veryone  looked  away 
except  the  darkies,  who  seemed  highly  delighted.  The  ladies  turned 
away  or  slammed  the  shutters.  The  town  looked  like  a  deserted  place, 
where  everything  had  stagnated.  The  bridge  of  canal  boats  was  com- 
pleted. It  answers  very  well.  We  found  the  relics  of  two  steamers 
wkich  had  been  burnt,  and  other  small  craft.  The  general  went  back 
with  the  visitors  to  Belle  Plain  and  up  to  Aquia  and  spent  the  night 
there.  Cutting  was  Avith  him.  We  were  not  very  comfortable  after 
getting  here.  The  wagons  anived  so  late  that  Ave  got  no  dinner,  and 
then  all  of  us,  by  the  general's  order,  had  to  camp  out  except  himself; 
the  house  was  reserved  for  him.  Captain  Sanderson's  mess  stores 
arriA-ed  and  we  had  something  to  eat  for  dinner,  though  not  much.  A 
package  was  received,  marked  No.  1,  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

May  4. — The  day  has  been  a  beautiful  one.  General  McD.  Avas 
away  nearly  all  day  and  did  not  arrive  until  7  j).  m.  A  second  pon- 
toon bridge  was  commenced  to-day  just  to  the  right  of  us.  A  telegram 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  was  received  that  Yorktown  Avas  evacuated 
last  night  by  the  enemy.  About  6.30  p.  m.  a  contraband,  rei)resenting 
himself  as  Jeff.  Davis'  coachman,  came  in  and  told  a  long  story  to  the 
officers.  The  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment  band  Avas  down  at  sunset  and 
gave  us  some  fine  music. 

May  5. — Cloudy,  with  appearance  of  a  storm.  The  pontoon  bridge 
was  finished  last  night  and  a  number  jtassed  througliout  the  day. 
About  2  o'clock  General  McDowell  and  staff',  General  King  and  staff 
and  some  other  generals  crossed  over  the  bridge  with  Davies'  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  and  went  out  on  a  reconnaissance.  About  4  p.  m.  heard 
that  McClellan  had  cut  oft'  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  and  captured  about 
180  pieces  of  artillery.    About  C  p.  m,  heard  that  a  small  force  of  the 
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enemy,  supposed  three  regimeuts,  were  down  the  river  opposite  General 
Bayard's  coinmaud.  A  battery  of  artillery  was  stationed  on  the  bank 
commanding  the  new  bridge  during  the  afternoon.  Upou  the  recon- 
naissance one  prisoner  was  captured,  about  two  miles  out  of  Fredericks- 
burg. Captain  Buell  and  Lieutenant  Hasty  caught  him.  No  ])asses 
were  given  across  the  river  except  by  General  King.  Got  some  lirst- 
rate  bread  from  a  baker  in  Fredericksburg. 

May  ti. — Several  of  the  staff  visited  the  irionuuient  to  Washington's 
mother,  which  is  unfliiished.  We  found  it  bruised  by  musket-balls, 
apparently  having  been  used  as  a  target.  The  town  looked  more  lively 
today.  Lieutenant  Drouillard  arrived  from  Washington  this  after- 
noon,    (ieneral  McDowell  went  across  the  river  this  afternoon. 

May  7. — A  beautiful  day.  General  McDowell  went  across  the  river 
this  morning.  A  copy  of  General  McClellau's  telegram  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  Avas  received,  confirming  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown  and 
also  of  a  battle  at  Williamsburg,  where  Hancock's  brigade  made  a 
splendid  charge  upon  tlie  enemy  and  drove  them  from  the  field,  and  that 
our  victory  was  complete,  capturing  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  besides 
a  number  of  i)ieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition. 
Captain  Gibbon  came  over  to  headquarters  in  his  uniform  of  brigadier- 
general.  Wadsworth  and  Brown  had  a  horse  race  and  Brown  won  the 
race.  One  company  of  Davies' cavalry  came  to  stay  as  a  regular  escort 
to  the  general.  The  Twenty-third  Ilegiment  New  York  Volunteers  went 
to  Fredericksburg  to  day  to  guard  the  town. 

May  8. — Working  on  the  bridges.  Two  deserters  came  in  and  gave 
themselves  up.  Two  men  who  were  taken  jirisouers  at  Bull  Kun  arrived 
here  to-day,  Captain  Farrish,  Seventy-ninth  New  York,  and  Lieutenant 
Demi)sey,  Second  New  York.  Tlie  prisoners  Avho  were  captured  on 
Monday  were  [sent]  to  Washington  this  morning.  Hosford  was  detailed 
to-day  as  postmaster  for  the  department  at  these  headquarters  for 
receiving  and  deliverhig  the  mails.  Corporal  Williams,  of  the  Twenty- 
first  New  Yoik,  was  detailed  to-day  to  take  Hosford's  place. 

Mny  D. — The  weather  still  continues  fine.  Two  regiments  of  Eicketts' 
brigade  were  ordered  uj)  from  Aquia  Creek.  They  arrived  about  5 
p.  m.  (Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  and  Twenty-sixth  New  York).  Gen- 
eral McDowell  remained  here  throughout  the  day.  A  young  man  liv- 
ing on  the  Gordonsville  road  came  in  to-day.  He  says  that  the  enemy 
tiied  to  press  him  into  the  ranks  and  that  he  escai)e(l  from  them. 
Tillson's  battery  of  artillery  came  up  from  Aquia  Creek  today  and 
went  into  camp  near  department  headquarters. 

May  10. — A  beautiful  day,  but  very  warm.  The  Fifty-sixth  New 
York  went  to  Belle  J'laiu  to  day.  General  Patrick's  entire  brigade  went 
over  to  Fredericksburg  about  8  p.  m.  Three  deserters  from  Letcher 
Artillery  came  in  to-day  and  gave  themselves  up.  Mrs.  Lacy,  with  her 
(children,  came  here  today  and  seemed  to  thinic  there  were  too  many 
around  her  house  aud  was  very  much  afraid  some  damage  would  be 
done. 

May  11. — To-day  being  Sunday,  not  much,  business  was  done  in  the 
ofljce."  The  Harris  Cavalry  made  a  reconnaissance  down  the  river  on 
the  Fredericksburg  side  and  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  pickets, 
capturing  lli  privates  and  1  officer.  A  telegram  from  Secretary  of  War 
was  received  about  (>  p.  m.,  announcing  Norfolk  aud  the  Portsmouth 
navy-yard  in  our  possession  without  much  of  any  fighting,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Merriraac  by  the  rebels  before  retiring.  Cai)t.  W. 
Leski  reported  for  duty  on  staff  as  aidede-camj).  Two  contrabands 
came  in  to-nigiit  from  five  miles  beyond  Spotsylvania  Court-House. 
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General  Patrick  came  very  near  getting  shot.  A  liorse  immediately  ou 
his  left  was  killed. 

May  12. — The  weather  still  continues  warm  and  fine.  General  Wads- 
worth  came  down  to-day  and  returned.  Nothing  of  any  special  inter- 
est occurred  during  the  day.  The  troops  appeared  in  good  spirits  over 
the  recent  victories  near  Yorktown  and  Norfolk.  Six  of  tlje  trestles 
were  put  up  to-night  on  the  railroad  bridges.  Major  DufBe's  battalion 
was  recalled  to-day  from  Fredericksburg. 

May  13. — A  very  warm  day.  General  McDowell  went  tliis  morning 
to  see  the  bridges.  General  Seymour  called  this  afternoon.  General 
Van  Eensselaer  returned  from  Washington  this  afternoon.  A  letter 
from  the  War  Department  was  received  to-day  revoking  General  Orders, 
No.  18,  from  that  headquarters,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  appointment 
of  officers  in  the  militia  regiments  from  the  State  of  New  York  serving 
in  this  department.  Captain  St.  Albe  arrived  to- day.  General  Hart- 
sufi's  brigade  is  on  tlie  march  to  this  place  from  Gatlett's.  Four  more 
trestles  were  put  np  to-day.  Colonel  lioot's  Ninety-fourth  Kegiment 
New  York  Volunteers,  came  to  Acpiia  Creek  to  daj\ 

May  14. — It  rained  most  of  the  day.  Three  regiments  of  infantry  and 
one  of  cavalry  of  Hartsuff' s  brigade  arrived  to-day.  We  got  a  mail  at 
last  to  day  from  Washington,  not  having  any  since  last  Friday.  The 
Ninety-fourth  New  York  and  Eighty-eighth  rennsylvauia,  of  Kicketts' 
brigade,  arrived  to  day  from  Aquia.  A  skirmish  took  place  last  night 
between  Bayard's  brigade  and  the  enemy,  who  attempted  to  capture  a 
schoonei',  but  after  firing  a  number  of  rounds,  retreated.  No  one  killed 
on  our  side,  but  two  wounded. 

May  15. — The  rainy  weather  still  continues.  General  Patrick  went  to 
the  front  to-day  and  reports  that  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  of 
cavalry  of  the  enemy  came  from  the  direction  of  Gordonsville  and  went 
in  the  direction  of  General  Anderson's  command.  Lieutenant  Wads- 
worth  returned  from  the  city  this  afternoon.  General  McCall  came  over 
this  morning,  looking  better  than  I  ever  saw  him. 

May  16. — To  day  has  been  a  very  busy  day  in  the  office.  General 
Htuttsuff  called  in  during  the  day.  The  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Volunteer  Corps  arrived  to-day  from  Catlett's  and  joined  Hart- 
suff's  brigade.  General  McDowell,  with  Major  Brown,  Lieutenants 
Cutting  and  Wadsworth,  went  to  Washington  in  the  afternoon.  Ord's 
division  organized. 

May  17. — (ieneral  McDowell  in  Washington.  Locomotive  passed 
over  Potom^ac  Creek  bridge  for  the  first  time  about  8  or  i)  p.  m.  A  stir 
of  preparation  commenced  to  day.  General  Bayard's  adjutant  reported 
that  the  enemy  came  down  last  night  quite  strong  and  kept  firing  all 
night  at  our  pickets,  doing  no  damage. 

May  i6'.— Although  it  is  Sunday  a  good  deal  of  business  was  trans- 
acted in  the  office  during  the  day.  General  McDowell  returned  about 
3  p.  m.  from  Washington  alone,  leaving  the  aides  who  went  Avith  him 
in  Washington.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  a  flag  of  truce  came  in— Cap- 
tain Worthington,  of  General  Anderson's  staff— to  find  out  m  regard  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  was  killed  by  two  deserters  of  Blenker's 
division,  and  about  his  family.  Captahi  Breck  went  to  Pre<lericksburg 
to  church  this  morning.  Three  trains  from  Aquia  passed  over  the  road 
to-day. 

May  J5.— Everything  is  being  prepared  for  a  move.  The  dav  has 
been  very  warm,  and  this  evening  had  a  short  shower.  The  railroad 
bridge  Avas  so  far  complete  as  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  cars  to  pass 
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over  to-uight  if  necessary.  A  number  of  liand-cars  passed  over.  Gen- 
eral McDowell  remained  Lere  during  tbe  day.  Major  Brown  and 
Lieutenants  Wadsworth  and  Cutting  returned  from  Washington  this 
afternoon. 

May  20, — The  day  was  quite  warm,  with  the  appearance  of  rain,  and 
during  the  evening  had  quite  a  shower.  Some  more  deserters  came  in 
to-day  from  the  Letcher  battery.  General  Ricketts  and  lady  paid  a  visit 
to  General  McDowell  this  evening.  The  Ninth,  Fourteenth,  and  Twenty- 
sixth  Now  York  regimental  bands,  and  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania,  came 
and  gave  us  some  very  fine  music.  Reviewed  Ord's  division;  very 
good.  Houston  received  his  majority  to-day.  Military  men  went  on 
the  cars  for  the  first  time  to-day. 

May  21. — The  day  was  very  warm.  A  mountain  howitzer  was  brought 
here  this  morning  for  the  general  to  inspect.  Uaptain  Slosson  reported 
to-day  for  duty  on  the  staff. 

May  22. — The  weather  still  continues  warm  and  sultry.  During  the 
afternoon  had  a  slight  shower.  General  Shields'  division  arrived  and 
went  into  camp  near  General  King's  headquarters.  Sergeant  Wirth's 
discharge  papers  were  given  him  from  this  office  to  day  to  take  to  his 
company  and  get  his  accounts.  General  Shields  reported  his  arrival 
in  person. 

Mary  23. — President  Lincoln,  Secretary  Stanton,  M.  Mercier,  the 
French  minister,  with  a  special  official  aide,  and  Commodore  Dahlgren 
arrived  about  9  o'clock  this  morning.  All  the  division  and  most  of  the 
brigade  generals  were  in  attendance  during  the  morning.  General 
McDowell  and  part  of  his  staff  escorted  the  President  and  suite  to 
Fredericksburg.  Li  the  afternoon  the  different  divisions  were  reviewed, 
and  it  was  quite  dark  before  they  had  finished  reviewing  Shields'  divis- 
ion. The  President  and  suite  remrned  to  Aquia  by  rail  in  the  even- 
ing. General  McDowell  accompanied  them.  Two  more  companies  of 
the  Virginia  cavalry  arrived  to-day.  One  battalion  of  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  Rhode  Island  left  Oatlett's  last  evening 
for  this  place.  Captain  Merritt  reported  for  duty  on  the  staff'.  Captain 
Myers  and  Captain  Breck  appointed  majors  on  Fremont's  staff;  Dronil- 
lard.  Cutting,  and  Wadsworth,  captains,  ditto. 

May  24. — It  has  rained  most  of  the  day,  clearing  away  at  sunset. 
Captain  Fiefield  staid  all  night,  also  Colonel  Thompson,  assistant 
quartermaster. 

May  25. — As  to-day  was  Sunday  did  not  expect  a  surplus  of  business. 
About  9  o'clock  orders  were  given  for  Shields'  division  to  move  back  to 
Catlett's,  followed  by  Ord's,  with  the  exception  of  the  cavalry  brigade. 
Orders  were  also  given  for  General  King  to  move  the  balance  of  his 
division  across  the  Rappahannock,  also  Bayard's  brigade.  Tliey  crossed 
abont  4  o'clock  this  afternoon.  A  number  of  deserters  came  in  to-day 
and  gave  themselves  np  and  reported  the  enemy  as  having  retreated 
and  fallen  back  to  within  eight  miles  this  side  of  Richmond.  Nearly  a 
wliole  company  with  a  lieutenant  came  in  and  gave  themselves  up. 
They  say  they  were  left  behind  to  guard  the  baggage,  and  after  the 
troops  left  they  started  this  way  and  gave  themselves  up  to  the  pickets. 
Secretary  Chase  and  Mr.  Harrington  arrived  during  the  night  and 
remained  here  most  of  the  day.  General  McDowell  accompanied  him 
on  his  return  to  Aq  uia.  General  King  left  the  Phillips  House  and  took 
General  Patrick's  old  headquarters  in  Fredericksburg.  Made  a  recon- 
naissance and  found  that  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Saw  many  smokes, 
supposed  to  be  bridges  that  they  were  burning.    News  from  General 


76  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       (Chap.  LXIII. 

Banks  not  good,  which  gave  rise  to  the  movements  referred  to  above. 
Captain  Hughes  reported  for  duty  on  the  staff. 

May  2G. — A  reconnaissance  was  made  on  our  front  this  morning. 
Nothing  was  seen  of  the  enemy,  our  scouts  going  some  eight  or  ten 
miles  from  Fredericksburg.  G-enernl  Reynolds'  brigade  crossed  to 
Fredericksburg  to  relieve  General  Patrick.  General  McCall  moved  his 
headquarters  to  the  Phillips  House  this  morning.  General  McDowell, 
with  Colonel  Schriver,  General  Van  llensselaer,  Ma-ior  Brown,  Cap- 
tains Willard,  Barstow,  Cutting,  aiul  Wadsworth,  left  for  Washington 
about  G.30  p.  m. 

May  27. — During  the  night  had  quite  a  rain-storm.  About  3 1  o'clock 
it  cleared  away.  At  11. 15  a.  m.  orders  were  given  to  pack  up  and  load 
up  the  wagons  as  soon  as  possible.  At  3.15  p.  m.  the  train  started  for 
Aquia,  all  going  by  the  wagon  road  except  Major  Myers  and  the  clerks 
and  some  of  the  servants  who  went  by  the  cars.  The  wagons  did  not 
arrive  until  9.30  p.  m.,  and  were  then  unloaded  onto  the  platform-cars. 
From  there  they  were  taken  to  a  ferry-boat,  and  then  the  ferry-boat 
went  down  to  the  North  America,  which  hauled  out  into  the  stream 
where  the  baggage  was  put  on  board.  It  was  about  12  o'clock  when  the 
boat  started  for  Alexandria.  The  steamer  had  a  full  load,  especially  of 
darkies  of  all  classes,  sizes,  and  ages. 

May  2S. — Arrived  at  Alexandria  about  a  a.  m.  this  morning.  Trans- 
ferred the  baggage  to  the  cars,  after  which  we  went  and  got  breakfast. 
Started  for  Manassas  about  10.30  o'clock.  At  Fairfax  Station,  in  run- 
ning from  the  switch  to  the  main  track,  the  ]iassenger  car  got  off  the 
track.  Arrived  at  Manassas  at  4.30  p.  m.  The  officers  came  up  with 
the  train,  also  the  clerks.  The  orderlies  came  by  the  wagon  roads 
with  the  horses  and  arrived  about  (I  ]>.  m.  Headquarters  were  made  at 
Mrs.  Weir's  place,  about  a  mile  froiii  the  depot.  Shields'  division  went 
forward  toward  Manassas  Gap  this  morning,  llicketts'  brigade,  of 
Ord's  division,  followed  about  (i  p.  m. 

May  29. — The  weather  still  continues  fine.  Hartsuff"'s  brigade  fol- 
lowed on  after  Ricketts'  this  morning  at  daylight.  The  countersigns 
were  sent  out  this  morning  for  the  following-  week.  At  9  o'clock  (u-ders 
were  given  to  pack  up  so  as  to  be  ready  to  "move  at  11  a.  m.  At  that 
time  all  was  ready  and  waiting  for  tlie  order  to  move  until  1  p.  m.,  when 
orders  came  to  take  out  thejbedding  only  from  the  wagons  for  sleeping 
puri)oses  and  that  Ave  would  start  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  Firing 
was  heard  throughout  the  day  in  the  direction  of  the  ga]),  or  rather 
beyond. 

May  SO. — All  hands  were  up  and  around  early  this  morning,  and  the 
wagons  and  horses  were  sent  down  to  the  depot  about  G  a.  m.  Did  not 
get  the  whole  lot  loaded  until  1.15  p.  ni.  The  general  and  staff  went 
by  a  special  train  about  12  o'clock,  taking  private  horses.  The  bag- 
gage train  of  nine  cars  started  at  1.40  p.  m.  Made  very  slow  progress, 
as  it  was  heavily  loaded;  had  to  stop  often  to  get  up  steam.  Generai 
McDowell  and  staff' arrived  at  Rectortown  about  (i  p.  m.;  terrible  con- 
fusion. Staid  all  night  with  no  baggage.  Mrs.  llartsuff  can)eup  and 
saw  her  husband  and  returned  on  the  same  train,  a  special  train  to 
bring  on  Mr.  Devercux,  the  railroad  suiierintendent. 

Mai/  31.— The  baggage  and  remainder  of  the  staff  arrived  at  Itector- 
town  early  this  morning,  when  we  unloaded  the  cars;  the  horses  were 
harnessed,  and  about  11  a.  ni.  the  train  started  for  Front  Royal.  From 
Piedmont  the  roads  were  very  hilly  and  rough  and  the  liglit  wagon  of 
Major  Houston  upset.  The  train  made  slow  progress  on  account  of  the 
number  of  troops  moving,  and  traveled  until  jiear  midnight,  and  thmi 
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halted  within  about  four  miles  of  Front  Royal.  Geueral  Ord  was 
relieved  from  the  comuiaud  of  his  division  on  account  of  siclmess. 
There  was  terrible  confusion  at  the  depot  issuing  i)rovisions,  and  some 
of  the  troops  did  not  get  off  until  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  very 
much  to  the  disappointment  of  General  McDowell.  The  staff  arrived 
at  Front  Royal  at  8  in  the  evening,  and  lay  about  the  town  as  they 
could  best  find  a  place. 

Jwic  1. — After  feeding  this  iiioruiug  the  train  luoceeded  to  Front 
Royal,  where  they  arrived  about  S  o'clock.  About  9  a.  nu  heavy 
firing  was  heard  toward  Winchester,  and  a  body  of  troops  from  Shields' 
division  were  started  in  that  direction.  General  McDowell  and  staff 
went  out  to  see  what  was  going  on.  Bayard  went  over  to  Strasburg  to 
cut  oft"  Jackson's  train.  It  appears  that  it  started  from  Strasburg  this 
morning,  having  sx^<^ut  I'^^^t  night  in  that  town.  There  was  a  little 
stampede  among  some  of  IJayard's  men.  Bayard  has  with  hmi  Colonel 
Kane's  Bucktails  and  four  light  pieces.  Eicketts  (Ord's  division)  held 
the  town  and  vicinity. 

June  2. — This  moiniug  took  ])ossession  of  a  church  for  an  office. 
Cannonading  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Strasburg  this  morning. 
General  McDowell  and  staff  went  over  about  11  a.  m. ;  arrived  at  Stras- 
burg between  3  and  4  p.  m.  Geueral  McDowell  wrote  a  disi)atch  to  Gen- 
eral Fremont.  Meanwhile  we  all  got  wet  through,  and  about  5  we  started 
home  by  way  of  Middletown.  Houston,  Drouillnrd,  and  Wadsworth 
came  very  near  drowning;  Houston  and  Wadsworth  lost  their  horses; 
Houston  rode  home  on  Ca])tain  Willard's.  We  had  great  difficulty  in 
finding  our  way  through  so  as  to  avoid  Crooked  ]Jun,  but  finally  we 
came  out  into  the  road,  and  just  at  that  moment  Flood,  Colonel 
Macomb's  man,  came  up  and  said  that  he  (Flood)  was  shot,  his  horse 
killed,  and  that  we  would  all  be  killed.  It  appeared  that  Colonel 
Macomb  and  some  of  our  men  had  found  the  road  before  we  did,  and 
had  turned  off,  and  coming  on  the  pickets  they  made  a  blunder,  and 
though  he  gave  them  the  right  countersign  the  men  fired  on  him,  and 
he  then  galloped  down,  the  road  until  he  came  upon  Duffle's  battalion. 
After  this  wc  returned  home.  Flood  riding  Colonel  Macomb's  horse. 
We  got  dinner  at  2  o'clock  at  night.  We  found  at  Strasburg  about  400 
prisoners,  taken  by  Fremont's  men  with  the  help  of  Bayard's  cavalry, 
which  went  on  with  Fremont,  driving  Jackson,  who  was  retreating, 
before  them. 

Jmie  :i. — Not  much  going  ou.  Pleasant,  but  raining  in  the  morning. 
News  received  that  Shields  had  been  stopped  by  the  destruction  of  a 
bridge  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  Jackson  had  escaped. 

June  4. — The  bridge  ovei-  the  North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  near 
Front  Royal,  and  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  South  Fork  of  same,  near 
Strasburg,  and  the  roadway  bridge  over  Cedar  Run,  were  carried  away 
last  night. 

June  5. — Last  night  the  roadway  |  bridge]  over  the  South  ]''ork  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  same  near  Front  Royal, 
Avere  carried  away  by  the  rise  in  the  stream.  This  stream,  it  is  said, 
rises  here  thirty- six  hours  after  the  North  Fork.  Camp  was  moved 
to-day  to  across  town  on  the  ridge;  office  remained.  Ma,jors  Breck  and 
Brown,  Doctor  Magruder,  Captains  Drouillard  and  Cutting,  took  up 
their  quarters  in  the  gallery. 

June  e.— The  rainy  weather  still  continues.  We  have  been  in  this 
part  of  the  country  a  weelv  already,  and  it  has  rained  every  day  with- 
out failing.    The  monthly  report  for  April  was  finished  this  morning. 
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General  McDowell  started  for  Washington  about  5  p.  m.,  taking  Major 
Brown  and  Captains  Drouillard,  Catting,  Wadsworth,  and  Willard. 

June  7. — During  the  fore  part  of  the  day  it  was  clear  and  very  warm; 
had  quite  a  shower  about  C.30  p.  in.     General  Ord  went  to  Washington 

about  6.30  this  afterTioon.     Captain ,  of  Fremont's  staff,  staid 

with  us  all  night.  Lieutenant  Benkard  reported  this  afternoon  that 
King's  division  was  at  Warrenton.  He  is  going  to  remain  here  over 
night. 

June  !■<. — Orders  were  received  this  morning  to  move  headquarters, 
packed  up  and  started  about  9  a.  m.,  leaving  Doctor  Magruder  behind 
to  attend  to  getting  oft'  the  sick  men.  We  got  along  very  well  consid- 
ering the  terrible  roads  we  had  to  travel,  and  encamped  about  6  p.  m. 
near  Piedmont  Station.  This  is  the  first  day  in  two  weeks  that  it  did 
not  rain  a  thunder  shower  in  the  evening.  (Jeneral  McDowell  still  in 
Washington.  After  marching  two  or  three  hours  a  telegram  was 
received  on  the  road  directing  Colonel  Schriver  to  stay;  Captain  Bar- 
stow  staid  with  him. 

June  9. — Morning  clear  and  fine.  All  hands  up  at  daylight;  cooks 
at  work  getting  breakfast.  Packed  up  and  started  for  Thoroughfare 
Gaj),  by  way  of  Salem,  at  6  a.  m.  The  road  for  the  most  part  of  the 
way  was  very  fair,  and  we  got  along  first  rate.  Keached  the  gap  about 
12.:}0  p.  m.,  and  continued  our  march  for  about  two  miles  east  of  the 
same.  We  halted  about  H  p.  m.  and  formed  cainp  for  the  night.  The 
general  and  officers  of  the  staff  who  went  with  him  to  Washington  still 
absent. 

June  10. — Morning  cloudy,  with  a  light  sprinkling  of  rain.  Started 
about  6  a.  m.  for  Manassas.  The  staff  went  ahead  of  the  train  and 
arrived  at  Manassas  about  9  a.  m.,  making  tlieir  headquarters  at  Mrs. 
Weir's  house.  The  train  did  not  arrive  for  some  time  afterward.  It 
rained  very  hard  most  all  of  the  way,  which  left  the  roads  in  a  terribly 
bad  condition.  Every  one  was  thoroughly  wet.  Heard  on  our  arrival 
that  General  Bayard  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  (Jackson)  in  which 
he  lost  a  number  of  men  and  officers  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
anfong  them  Colonel  Wyndham,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kane,  of  the  Bucktail  Battalion.  General  McD.  and 
escort  still  absent  in  Washington.  Doctor  Magruder  arrived  from 
Front  Royal  in  the  evening  by  railroad. 

June  11. — The  morning  looked  cloudy  and  like  rain.  Set  up  the  office 
in  a  corn  crib  and  transacted  a  little  business.  Beceived  a  box  of  sta- 
tionery from  Colonel  Rucker.  Nothing  of  importance  transpired  to-day. 
Every  one  seemed  fatigued  after  yesterday's  march.  General  McDowell 
and  staff  returned  from  Washington  about  7  p.  ra.,  bringing  some 

strangers  with  them,  Mr.  Doremus  and  ex-Governor of  New 

Jersey.  ' 

Jime  i5.— The  day  was   fine  and  warm.     Nothing  of  importance 
occurred  worth   note.     In   the  afternoon   Captain   Willard,   Captain 
Haven,  and   Ma,jor  Brown   rode  over  to  the  Bull  Run   battle-field 
General  McDowell  staid  at  headquarters  all  day. 

June  i5.— Morning  very  warm  and  cloudy;  looked  like  rain.  Nothing 
of  any  imjiortance  occurred  during  the  day.  In  the  afternoon  Major 
Breck  and  Captain  Paine  went  to  Washington.  A  heavy  thunder 
shower  came  up  in  the  evening;  it  rained  very  hard  for  an  hour  or  so 

June  i4.— The  weather  still  very  warm.  Nothing  new  to-day  Quite 
a  number  of  officers  from  Sliields'  division,  who  were  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Port  Republic,  came  to  headquarters  and  applied  for  leave  of 
absence;  some  for  discharges.    Major  B[reck]  still  absent 
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June  15. — The  day  was  very  warm,  with  a  light  breeze.  Nothing  of 
importance  transpired  to-day.  The  general  staid  at  headquarters  all 
day.    Captain  Paine  returned  from  Washington  this  afternoon. 

June  16. — The  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  ordered  from  General 
Shields'  division,  reported  at  headquarters  this  day;  rather  a  hard- 
looking  set.  The  general  seemed  very  much  displeased  with  their 
looks.  They  were  ordered  to  camp  any  place  not  nearer  than  a  mile  to 
headquarters. 

June  17. — Very  warm  and  sultry.  Everything  quiet.  Some  talk  of 
moving,  but  nothing  definite  yet  heard.  In  the  afternoon  two  of  our 
orderlies  arrested  a  man  named  Granville  W.  Kelly,  about  two  miles 
south  of  Culpeper.  He  had  a  large  amount  of  Confederate  bonds  on 
his  person,  and  was  making  his  way  south.  He  was  kept  at  head- 
quarters all  night,  and  will  be  sent  to  Washington  to-morrow. 

June  18. — Everything  quiet  and  no  sign  as  yet  of  moving.  In  the 
afternoon,  while  the  general  was  reviewing  the  Rhode  Island  cavalry, 
his  horse  took  fright  and  threw  him  off,  falling  on  him  heavily.  The 
general  seemed  to  be  very  much  hurt,  and  for  some  time  was  quite 
delirious,  but  strong  hopes  are  entertained  for  his  speedy  recovery. 
Major  Breck  returned  from  Washington  about  3  p.  m.  to-day. 

June  i5.— The  President  and  Secretary  of  War  arrived  about  2  p.  m. 
in  a  special  train  to  see  the  general,  who  is  much  better  to-day.  They 
returned  to  Washington  in  the  afternoon. 

June  20. — Nothing  of  importance  transpired  to-day.  The  weather 
still  very  warm.  The  general  feels  much  better  to-day,  and  hopes  to  be 
able  to  be  around  in  a  short  while.  Captain  Barstow  returned  from 
Washington  this  evening.  Capt.  Flamen  Ball  reported  for  duty  on  the 
staff. 

June  21. — Weather  still  fine  and  very  warm.  Part  of  Shields'  divis- 
ion arrived  at  Manassas  and  went  to  the  east  side  of  Broad  Run  to 
encamp.  Secretary  Seward  and  some  friends  came  to  see  the  general, 
who  is  getting  along  finely.  No  news  of  any  importance  from  Banks 
or  Fremont.    Everything  quiet. 

June  22. — Capt.  Howard  Stockton  reported  for  duty  this  morning  as 
additional  aide-de-camp  to  the  general  commanding;  appointment 
dated  9th  of  June,*  on  the  staff  of  General  Wool. 

[12.] 
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lieport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  D.  Jameson,    U.  8.  Army,  of  skirmish 

April  11. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Hamilton's  Division, 

Gamp  near  Yorktown,  April  12, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  orders  from 
the  general  commanding  division,  my  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Sixty-third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hays,  which 
was  on  picket  duty  in  front  of  this  division,  was  placed  under  arms  at 
about  4  o'clock  yesterday  p.  m.  and  moved  out  into  the  open  field  north 
of  my  encampment.  After  remaining  there  some  half-hour  I  moved  out 
on  the  Warwick  road  to  sustain  our  pickets  on  the  left  of  the  line. 
After  placing  the  men  under  cover  of  the  woods,  I  made  a  reconnaissance 
in  person  of  the  whole  left  of  our  line  and  was  unable  to  perceive  any 
serious  cause  for  alarm.    A  small  detachment  of  the  enemy  came  out 
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about  3  p.  m.  and  fired  a  house  standing  opposite  tlie  extreme  left  of 
tlie  rebel  earth- works,  visible  from  the  Warwick  road;  that  seemed  to 
be  the  in- ncipal  cause  for' the  alarm.  I  was  about  to  order  my  brigade 
back  to  camp  wlieu  I  heard  considerable  firing,  of  musketry  on  the  right 
of  our  line  of  pickets  near  the  Yorktown  road  and  perceived  quite  a 
number  of  Berdan  Sharpshooters  and  jHckets  running  out  of  the  woods. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  Fifty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Voluuteers, 
Colonel  <Jam])bel],  and  the  Eighty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Col- 
onel Uodge,  down  the  Warwick  road  to  that  point.  Upon  arriving  near 
the  Yorktown  road  I  ordered  sixcoin])anies  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  to  proceed  through  the  woods  to  a  peach  orchard 
on  the  left  of  the  Yorktown  road,  the  point  from  which  the  firing  pro- 
ceeded; the  remaining  four  companies  of  the  Fifty-seventh  I  ordered  to 
move  up  the  Yorlctown  road,  as  I  was  informed  the  rebels  were  advanc- 
ing on  that  road.  The  Eighty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  I  ordered 
to  remain  in  the  road  in  rear  of  the  woods,  their  right  resting  on  the 
Yorktown  road,  as  a  reserve.  During  the  whole  time  I  was  moving 
these  regiments  there  was  a  sharp  firing  of  musketry  kept  up  between 
the  rebels  in  the  iieach  orchard  and  our  i)ickets.  Immediately  upon 
the  advance  of  the  Fifty-seventh,  the  rebels  fell  back  preci])itately ;  we 
pursued  them  until  they  were  beyond  range  of  our  picket  line.  I  then 
ordered  the  Fifty-seventh  to  return  into  th<;  woods  in  rear  of  the  peach 
oicliard.  Not  anticipating  any  furtlier  trouble  on  our  line  that  inght,  I 
ordered  the  Eighty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  One  hundred 
and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  back  to  cainp.  The  Filty-seveuth 
remained  on  the  ground  until  the  section  of  artillery,  which  had  been 
stationed  on  the  right  of  the  Yorktown  road,  could  retire  under  cover 
of  darkress.  It  then  returned  to  camp,  arriving  there  about  8  p.  ni. 
Tliere  were  about  500  rebels  engaged  in  the  skirmish  in  the  peach 
orchard,  and,  I  should  judge,  about  one  leginient  held  in  reserve.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  in  the  Fifty-seventh  liegiment,  viz, 
Sergt.  Samuel  Mervin,  Company  E,  received  a  serious  wound  in  the 
scrotum  and  thigh;  Cori)l.  Ira  E.  McKnight,  Company  B,  slight  wound 
intheleg;  Sergt.  John  Cochran,  Company  F,  seriously  wounded  in  the 
leg  below  the  knee;  Corpl.  John  W.  Parks,  Company  E,  very  slight 
wound  in  the  leg.  I  am  unable  to  state  what  damage  the  enemy  suf- 
fered. As  Colonel  Hays,  of  the  Sixty-third  liegiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  will  report  directly  to  you  as  picket  officer,  I  have  omitted 
any  mention  of  his  regiment  in  this  report. 

C.  D.  JAMESON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Capt.  B.  M.  Sawyer, 

AssistuHt  A  d)  Ufa  ni- General. 

in.l 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Carl  Stephan,  Thirteenth  Wew  Yorlc  In/aM.ry,  of 
ojterations  April  d-12. 

Hdqes.  Thkiteenth  New  York  Volttnt eees, 

First  Brigade,  Porter's  Division, 
Gamp  Winficld  Scott,  near  Yorktown,  April  13,  1862. 
In  pursuance  of  circular  received  at  these  headquarters  this  morn- 
ing I  hereby  submit  a  report  of  record  of  events  of  this  regiment  since 
leaving  camp  near  New  Market,  Vo.,  on  the  4th  instant: 

The  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  marcih  from  the  camp  near  New 
Market  at  7  a.  m.  on  Friday,  April  4,  having  the  right  of  the  brigade, 
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and  the  brigade  preceded  by  General  Morell's  brigade.  Halted  about 
11  a.  m.  near  Betliel,  on  tlie  battle-field  of  last  summer,  for  dinner, 
Kesumed  march  after  an  hour  and  a  half  and  continued  marching  till  6 
p.  m.  without  any  event  of  consequence  occurring.  Tlie  day  was  pleas- 
ant and  the  march  easy.  Supposed  to  have  marched  twelve  miles. 
Livouacked  for  the  night  at  Howard's  Mill  or  Oamp  Misery.  At  7  a.  m. 
on  Saturday  morning  commenced  moving  toward  Yorktown.  A  rain 
set  in  soon  after  starting,  making  the  march  very  hard  and  iin])leasant. 
Vv  e  had  the  left  of  the  brigade  this  day,  and  onr  brigade,  as  before,  was 
followed  by  General  Butterfield's  brigade.  The  miirch  was  very  slow 
indeed  and  the  road  became  very  muddy.  During  tlie  march  the  bat- 
tery attached  to  (ieneral  Butterfield's  brigade,  taking  advantage  of  a 
side  cut  through  the  woods,  (!ut  oft'  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  from 
the  right,  forcing  the  men  to  the  side  of  tlie  road  and  into  the  fields, 
materially  impeding  their  progress  and  producing  much  confusion. 
General  Butterfield  not  only  countenanced  this  move  of  his  battery, 
but  by  coarse  and  brutal  language  to  the  men  while  attempting  to  urge 
them  forward  and  insinuations  of  cowardice  rendered  himself  very  con- 
spicuous. Major  Schoeflfel  and  otlier  officers  of  the  regiment  did  what 
they  could  to  keep  the  line  in  order.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter  that  when  the  head  of  the  regiment  was  halted 
to  close  ui)  the  battalion  in  an  open  field.  General  P.utterfield  having 
promised  to  hold  back  his  battery,  it  took  but  five  minutes  for  the  rear- 
most files  to  be  closed,  very  remarkable  promptness  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  in  addition  to  marching  through  rain  and  mnd  the  line  had 
been  thus  broken  and  confused.  The  head  of  the  column  was  con- 
stantly up  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Kegiinent  New  York  Volunteers.  With- 
out further  interrujrtion  the  battalion  arrived  in  front  of  the  rebels' 
works  at  Yorktown  at  12.30  p.  m.  After  resting  until  1  o'clock  the 
men  were  marched  under  arms,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  to  the 
support  of  the  batteries  which  were  already  engaging  the  enemy  in 
their  works.  The  battalion  was  first  formed  in  close  <;olumn  of  com- 
panies in  rear  of  the  brigade  line  of  battle.  At  this  time  Captain 
Sullivtin,  with  a  small  detachment,  reconnoitered  to  the  left  of  our 
brigade  and  finding  none  of  the  enemy  advancing  returned.  We 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  an  hour  when  we  moved  and 
deployed  into  line,  facing  a  piece  of  woods  on  our  hitherto  left.  Cap- 
tain Hyland  with  one  company  was  moved  into  the  woods  and  oi'dered 
to  deploy  as  skirmishers,  and  moved  through  the  woods  in  connection 
with  the  skirmishers  of  the  Second  Maine,  on  the  right.  Nothing  of 
interest  was  seen  in  the  woods,  and  the  line  moved  to  a  road  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  facing  the  enemy's  earth- works  and  1,000  yards  from 
them.  Captain  Hyland  remained  here  about  one  hour  when  his  line 
was  replaced  by  Captain  Wood  and  his  company,  the  last  remaining  in 
the  same  position  till  dark,  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  pickets  of 
General  .Jameson's  brigade,  of  Hamilton's  division.  Captains  Hyland 
and  Wood  report  that  during  the  engagement  between  ours  and  the 
enemy's  batteries  they  observed  a  Hue  of  skirmishers  from  the  enemy 
move  out  from  the  right  and  after  firing  some  sta(!ks,  sheds,  and  a 
house  retire  again  to  the  woods  on  their  right.  The  woi'ks  in  front  of 
their  line  did  not  appear  mounted  with  any  guns  and  but  few  tents  or 
b.arracks  were  observable  at  that  point.  Seveial  balls  and  shells  from 
the  enemy  passed  over  the  batteries  and  struck  close  to  the  regiment 
while  lying  in  line  of  battle.  At  dark  the  battalion  was  moved  back 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  and  bivouacked,  where  Captain  Wood  aud 
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compauy  rejoiued  tlieui  at  7.30  p.  m.  Sunday,  6tli,  lay  quiet  until  3 
p.  in.,  when  the  battalion  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  right  with 
the  brigade.  The  quartermaster  this  night  about  12  o'clock  came  in 
with  regimental  property  and  rations.  Monday,  7th,  regiment  lay 
as  before.  At  dark  400  men,  under  Major  Schoefl'el,  relieved  the 
pickets  on  the  brigade  front  of  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts.  A 
heavy  cold  rain  set  in  as  they  moved  off.  Companies  A,  F,  and  D, 
under  command  of  Captain  Sullivan,  were  deployed  and  placed  on  the 
outposts,  concealed  behind  a  fence  on  tlie  outer  margin  of  a  peach 
orchard,  800  or  900  yards  from  the  enemy's  line.  Company  C,  under 
command  of  Captain  Geek,  was  posted  in  the  corner  of  the  peach 
orchard,  about  300  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  of  the  posts  constituting  the 
first  reserve.  Company  I,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hedges,  was 
posted  about  200  yards  in  the  rear  from  Captain  Geek,  on  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  constituting  the  second  reserve.  The  remaining  companies, 
under  command  of  Captain  Hyland,  constituted  the  main  reserve  and 
were  about  150  yards  in  rear  of  the  second  reserve.  The  storm  con- 
tinued during  the  twenty-four  hours  the  regiment  was  on  duty  and  was 
very  cold  and  severe  on  the  men.  During  the  night  the  enemy  kept 
up  a  fire  on  our  posts  without  doing  any  damage  or  provoking  a  return 
except  in  two  instances.  The  enemy  kept  up  fires  on  their  lines,  and 
by  [the  aid  ofj  reflectors  or  in  some  way  endeavored  to  illuminate  our 
line.  No  fires  anywhere  on  our  lines  were  allowed.  At  daylight  and 
during  the  day  our  pickets  returned  the  enemy's  fire  and  quite  a  brisk 
discharge  was  kept  up.  None  were  injured  on  our  side  during  the 
twenty-four  hours  except  Private  Flannery,  of  Company  F,  who  was 
accidentally  shot  in  the  arm  by  his  own  rifle.  The  relief  of  the  Second 
Maine  arrived  about  5.30  p.  m.,  and  the  battalion  returned  to  camp 
about  8  p.  m.  The  commanding  officer  made  efforts  to  obtain  whisky 
rations  for  the  men  in  consequence  of  the  exposure  they  had  undergone, 
but  without  success. 

Wednesday,  9th,  the  storm  continued.  Regiment  remained  in  its 
position  throughout  the  day.  At  10.30  p.  m.  the  line  was  formed  in 
consequence  of  a  picket  alarm,  and  remained  under  arms  in  close 
column  of  company  near  our  camp  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  when 
the  regiment  was  dismissed  to  quarters.  Thursday,  10th,  moved  camp 
with  the  brigade  about  one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  south  and  within 
a  short  distance  of  York  Elver.  Friday,  11th,  200  men  of  the  regi- 
ment, under  orders  of  Major  Schoeffel,  were  detailed  on  picket  duty. 
Reported  at  8  a.  m.  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griswold,  of  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  in  command  of  the  picket.  Moved  at  11 
a.  m.  to  the  line  and  relieved  the  picket  of  General  Morell's  brigade 
having  a  position  to  the  right  of  that  occupied  by  the  picket  of  the 
regiment  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant.  The  Twenty-second  Massachu 
setts  connected  with  that  line  of  pickets  and  ran  to  a  point  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  pickets  of  General  Buttertteld,  being  posted  on  the 
outer  edge  of  a  ravine  and  concealed  in  the  woods  connected  with  the 
right  of  the  line  of  Twenty-second  Massachusetts.  Major  Schoeffel 
posted  our  pickets  similarly  to  the  right  until  connected  with  those  of 
General  Butterfleld,  being  five  posts.  The  outposts  and  reserve  of 
those  outposts  were  under  command  of  Captain  Wood,  assisted  by 
Lieutenants  Gilbert  and  Cooley,  the  lieutenants  remaining  with  the 
first  reserve  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  ravine  and  slightly  in  rear  of  the 
left  post,  and  Captain  Wood  remaining  with  the  second  reserve  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine  and  about  six  rods  farther  from  the 
posts.    The  remaining  portion  of  the  regiment,  about  150  men,  were 
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united  with  main  picket  reserve,  under  Captains  Hyland  and  Boughton 
and  Major  Schoeffel,  about  twenty  rods  from  the  ravine.  In  front  of 
the  picket-line  was  an  open  field,  extending  to  the  enemy's  line  of  earth- 
works and  averaging  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  At  3  p.  m. 
the  enemy  appeared  in  force  to  our  right  and  nearly  in  front  of  the  line 
of  General  Butterfield's  pickets,  being  about  five  battalions.  They 
soon  deployed  their  lines  and  made  a  general  attack  upon  the  picket- 
line  of  the  division.  Our  reserves  were  moved  up  close  to  the  line  of 
pickets  and  held  in  readiness.  The  attack  was  kept  up  in  a  skirmish- 
nig  manner  for  about  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours  and  combined  with 
heavy  cannonading  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy.  During  the  skirmish 
about  150  of  the  enemy  approached  our  line,  forcing  two  of  our  posts. 
These  united,  making  eight  men,  and  receiving  the  enemy's  volley 
returned  several  volleys,  when  the  enemy  retired  to  the  left,  where  the 
engagement  became  very  sharp  with  the  pickets  of  General  Hamilton's 
division  in  the  peach  orchard  referred  to  as  occupied  by  our  pickets  on 
the  7th  instant.  The  enemy  were  finally  repulsed  at  all  points,  and 
returned  to  their  works  Just  at  dark.  During  the  night  everything  was 
quiet  on  our  lines,  also  the  next  morning,  with  the  exception  of  an  occa- 
sional shot  up  to  the  time  we  were  relieved,  about  8  o'clock.  Some  of 
the  men  on  post  report  hearing  during  the  night  the  sound  of  wheels 
and  other  noise,  as  if  something  was  being  loaded  or  unloaded  from 
wagons,  also  the  noise  of  axes  chopping.  Saturday,  12tli,  the  picket 
under  Major  Schoeffel  returned  about  1<»  a.  ra.  The  day  passed  off 
quietly. 

CARL  8TEPHAN, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  Charles  J.  Powers, 

A  ssistant  A djutant-  General. 

fll.l 


Report  of  Capt.  Edward  H.  Flood,  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  April  28. 

IIdqrs.  Battery  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Arty., 

Fort  Ennis,  April  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
This  morning  at  about  G.30  two  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats  appeared 
off  the  position  now  occupied  by  my  battery.  One  of  them  mounted 
two  guns — one  at  the  bow,  the  other  at  the  stern;  the  other  mounted 
one  gun  at  the  stern.  They  laid  there  apparently  at  anchor  until 
9.25  o'clock,  when  they  opened  flre  upon  us,  aiming  at  the  works,  also 
at  the  log-house  and  the  woods  behind  them.  After  firing  ten  shells 
(64-pounder  capped  shell)  at  us  they  changed  their  direction  to  the 
woods  on  our  left,  which  is  divided  from  us  by  a  creek,  and  fired 
eight  shells  into  them.  Fortunately  there  was,  as  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge extends,  no  one  hurt,  although  their  shells  burst  in  the  middle 
of  our  camp,  one  of  them  tearing  the  roof  off  of  one  of  the  log-houses, 
and  another  ricochetted  up  the  street,  dividing  the  log-houses,  but 
fortunately  did  not  burst.  Had  it  done  so  loss  of  life  must  have 
ensued.  After  firing  the  eighteen  rounds  one  of  the  boats  retired  to 
the  opposite  shore,  where  she  lay  until  3  o'clock,  when  she  departed. 
The  other  came  to  anchor,  where  she  remained  until  6  o'clock,  when  she 
also  retired.  During  the  day  (about  noon)  a  large  side- wheel  steamer, 
accompanied  by  a  small  tug-boat,  appeared  opposite  us  and  held  com- 
munication with  the  gun-boat  that  was  lying  near  the  shore.     They 
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staid  about  two  hours,  when  they  departed  up  the  river.  I  would 
respectfully  ask  to  have  the  breast- works  now  occupied  by  my  comniaiid 
streugthened,  as  they  were  built  originally  by  the  eueniy  for  rifle-pits, 
and  are  totally  unlit  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  now  used.  It 
would  take  but  a  small  amount  of  labor  to  make  tliem  strong  enough 
for  our  use.  At  this  writiug  (9  p.  ni.)  all  is  <iuiet  here,  but  I  can  hear 
cannonading  some  distance  on  my  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  II.  FLOOD, 
Captain,  Vomdy.  Battery  I),  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 
Lieutenant  Benson,  Adjutant. 

[Pirat  iudorscmCDt.] 

HuyRs.  Artillery,  First  Div.,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

April  28,  1862. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 

The  recommendation  of  Captain  Flood  concerning  the  strengthening 
his  works  is  earnestly  commended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
general  commanding.  Working  jjarties  should  not,  however,  oi)erate 
in  daylight.  A  detail  of  fifty  good  men  ought  in  one  night  to  perform 
the  necessary  work. 

Most  respectfully,  llOBT.  M.  WEST, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 

Vt'aru^ch  Covrt-House,  Va.,  April  30,  1802. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Briggs,  commanding  brigade,  who 
will  exercise  his  discretion  as  to  the  strengthening  of  the  works  at  the 
house.  If  advisab'e,  suflicient  working  parties  will  at  once  be  detailed. 
If  not  deemed  advisable.  Colonel  Briggs  will  report  the  reasons  of  his 
decision.  He  will  also  acquaint  Major  West  with  any  jjlaus  made  for 
th«  purpose  of  defense. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Couch : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[11.J 


Report  of  Col.  William  W.  H.  Davis,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  Aj>ril  20. 

Headquarters  103:TH  Tennsylvania  Volunteers, 

YorlctowH,  Four  Corners,  April  29,  1862. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the 
reconnaissance  in  force  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  instant: 

My  reghnent  was  assigned  to  the  right  of  the  line,  and  as  such  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  Lee's  Mill  road  in  the  wood  fronting 
the  enemy's  works  and  about  l,0(tO  yards  distant.  The  skirmishing  com- 
panies (A  and  B)  were  then  thrown  forward,  and  advanced  across  an 
open  field  to  a  wood,  in  which  they  deployed  as  skirmishers.  My  regi- 
ment was  then  advanced  to  tlie  edge  of  the  wood,  in  which  it  had  formed 
along  a  worm  fence,  some  ?)00  yards  nearer  the  enemy's  position.  Com- 
pany E  was  now  detached  to  support  the  two  skirmishing  companies 
already  thrown  forward,  the  latter  being  pushed  still  nearer  the  enemy 
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My  regiment  retained  its  position  near  the  fence  above  mentioned  until 
ordered  to  return  to  camp,  and  did  not  actively  engage  tlie  enemy.  My 
left  skirmishing  company  (B),  when  deployed  in  the  wood,  advanced  to 
within  about  150  yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  where  he  was  drawn  up 
in  battle  array.  While  thus  situated  a  company  of  the  Eleventh  Maine 
Volunteers,  a  little  in  advance,  received  a  volley  from  the  enemy,  which 
mortally  wounded  one  man,  when  they  retired,  leaving  his  body  lying 
where  it  had  fallen.  Captain  Orem,  of  Company  B,  One  hundred  and 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with  the  assistance  of  three  men  of  the 
Eleventh  Maine,  whom  he  re(iuested  to  accompany  him,  recovered  the 
body,  which  they  brought  oft'  the  field  at  imminent  risk.  The  wounded 
man  died  in  a  few  minutes  afterward.  Two  shells  burst  in  the  wood  we 
occupied  a  little  to  our  left,  but  so  far  as  T  am  able  to  learn  did  no  dam- 
age. It  affords  me  pleasure  to  commend  the  coolness  and  good  conduct 
of  my  officers  and  men,  who  exhibited  all  that  steadiness  and  obedience 
that  characterize  old  troops. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  W,  H.  DAVIS, 
Colonel  104th  Pennttylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  Geoege  H.  Johnston, 

Acting  Asnistant  Adjutant-General,  Brigade  Headquarter x. 

[11-] 


MAY  5,  1862.— Battle  of  Williamsburg,  Va. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown,  C.  8.  Artillery. 

AiiTiLLEBY  Camp, 
Near  Long  Bridge,  May  12,  1862. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  batteries 
now  under  my  command  in  the  engagements  of  May  5.  Some  of  these 
batteijes  were  not  under  my  command  at  the  time,  and  the  report  ren- 
dered is  a  condensation  of  statements  given  me  by  the  respective  com- 
mandants. I  take  the  liberty  of  premising,  that  as  far  as  my  observa- 
tion extended,  and  as  far  as  I  was  informed,  the  olBcers  and  men 
attached  to  the  artillery  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness,  and  by 
their  bravery  and  accurate  firing  aided  very  much  in  repelling  the 
enemy. 

On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  May  4,  two  pieces  (G-pounder  field  guns 
belonging  to  Captain  Garrett's  battery)  were  ordered  to  Fort  Magruder, 
one  stationed  in  Kedoubt  No.  1,  to  the  right  of  the  fort,  and  the  other 
ordered  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  to  Redoubt  No.  3.  The  gun  in  liedonbt 
No.  1,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Coke,  opened  fire  about  9  o'clock, 
and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  for  several  hours.  The  fire  from  these 
guns  was  very  effective,  and  it  Avas  reported  to  the  oiiicer  in  command 
til  at  a  caisson  was  ex])loded  and  a  flag-staff  cut  down  by  their  fire. 
Captain  Garrett  was  in  command.  The  six  pieces— four  (l-pounders 
and  two  3-inch  rifles— of  the  Eichmond  Fayette  Artillery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Clopton,  were  ordered  to  Fort  Magruder  at  12 
o'clock  Sunday  night.  He  opened  fire  early  Monday  inornmg  with  two 
pieces,  and  continued  with  effect  under  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy  s 
sharpshooters  stationed  but  a  short  distance  in  the  trout.  This  con- 
tinued until  the  charge  made  by  General  Wilcox,  which  was  materially 
aided  by  a  flank  fire  from  these  guns.  Lieutenant  Clopton  then  carried 
two  of  his  pieces  to  the  left  of  the  fort,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Cap- 
tain Bearing,  silenced  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.    For  the  number 
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engaged,  this  battery  suft'ered  very  severely,  having  lost  4  killed  and  9 
wounded.  The  conduct  of  the  oflicers  and  men  is  highly  commended 
by  all  who  witnessed  their  coolness  and  determination  under  a  heavy 
fire.  About  11.30  o'clock  Captain  Bearing  was  ordered  to  take  two  of 
his  pieces  to  Port  Magruder,  a  12-pouuder  howitzer  and  a  G-i)ounder 
gun.  After  remaining  about  half  an  hour  in  the  fort  Captain  Bearing 
was  ordered  to  the  left,  and  succeeded  in  driving  back  a  column  of 
infantry  advancing  in  that  direction.  He  then  turned  his  pieces  upon  a 
battery  to  the  right,  being  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  from  a  battery  on 
the  left.  Two  pieces  of  Lieutenant  Clopton's  command  having  joined 
Captain  Bearing,  they  succeeded  in  silencing  tlie  battery  to  their  right, 
which  was  at  a  distance  of  800  or  900  yards.  At  this  time  a  gallant 
ofBcer,  Lieutenant  llichardson,  of  the  Lynchburg  battery,  was  killed 
by  a  shell  while  aiming  a  gun.  Two  privates  were  also  wounded  at 
this  point.  Captain  Bearing  was  then  ordered  back  into  the  fort,  from 
which  he  kept  up  an  effective  fire  until  the  enemy  retired j  and  when 
they  returned,  about  4  or  5  o'clock,  witli  a  piece  of  artillery  and  a  large 
force  of  infantry,  these  pieces  were  used  with  the  greatest  effect  under 
a  galling  fire  from  sharpshooters.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying 
to  the  gallantry  of  Captain  Bearing  and  his  command.  The  loss  was 
1  killed  and  2  wounded,  with  5  horses  killed  or  wounded.  Captaui 
Stribling's  battery — two  24-pounder  howitzers  and  two  12-pounders — 
was  ordered  to  the  right  of  Fort  Magruder  about  2  p.  m.  on  Monday, 
and  continued  firing  upon  the  enemy's  center  for  about  an  hour.  The 
battery  was  then  withdrawn  to  the  rear,  and  later  in  the  day  was 
ordered  again  to  the  right,  and  continued  a  ftre  upon  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers until  night.  Captain  Stribling  had  3  men  wounded,  a  sergeant 
and  2  privates;  also  9  horses  killed  or  wounded.  This  battery  was 
very  much  exposed. 

Lieutenant  Portier,  of  Captain  Maurin's  battery,  was  ordered,  about 
5  p.  m.,  with  three  6  pounders  to  Fort  Magruder,  where  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  action,  firing  occasionally.  No  casualties  in  this 
command.  Captain  Watson's  battery  was  in  reserve  until  about  2  or  3 
o^clock,  when  it  was  ordered  to  the  position  on  the  left  of  Fort  Magru- 
der and  in  rear  of  the  woods,  but  had  no  opportunity  of  bringing  his 
pieces  into  action.  I  inclose  the  reports  of  the  officers  commanding 
the  respective  batteries  or  sections. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  thompsojSt  brown, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Artillery. 
Ca])t.  G.  M.  SoREEL,  -^  " 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

fll.l 


Beport  of  Lieut.  Lestang  Fortier,  Donaldsonville  Artillery. 

May  10, 1802. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  three  brass  6-pounders  were 
engaged  in  Fort  Magruder.    I  reported  at  5  p.  m.  and  took  position  in 
said  fort.    Thirty-three  rounds  of  shell  and  solid  shot  were  fired  during 
the  engagement.     No  casualties  of  importance  to  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
^.  ^  L.  FOKTIEE, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Half  Battery,  Donaldsonville  Artillery. 
Colonel  Brown, 

Commanding  Artillery. 
[11.] 
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Report  of  Lieut.  William  I.  Glopton,  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery. 

May  12, 1862. 
Sir  :  At  midnight  on  the  4th  instant  I  took  position  in  Fort  Ma- 
gnider  nnder  couiinand  of  Brigadier-General  Andersou.  At  broad  day 
the  enemy  appeared,  drove  in  our  pickets,  and  1  then  opened  with  two 
of  my  pieces,  the  first  fired  during  the  day.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters 
tlien  neared  »is  and  rained  upon  tlie  cannoneers  a  fire  of  bullets  which 
was  truly  terrific.  This  state  of  things  continued  until  the  charge  of 
General  Wilcox's  command,  when  we  obtained  a  flank  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  line.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  fell  back  and  I  opened  rapidly 
and  with  telling  effect,  and  1  tliink  that  it  was  the  fire  of  our  guns  that 
made  the  enemy  break  and  give  way  to  Wilcox's  charge,  and  I  am  sus- 
tained in  that  opinion  by  Colonel  Jenkins,  commanding  tlie  fort.  At 
4.30  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  out  of  the  fort  to  engage  the  enemy's  left  bat- 
tery. In  conjunction  with  one  piece  of  Captain  Deariug's  I  silenced 
one  battery  in  about  ten  minutes,  and  then  turned  my  attention  to  his 
extreme  left  battery,  where  I  continued  until  ordered  from  the  field. 
Our  loss  was  very  severe — 4  killed  and  9  wounded.  This  occurred 
early  in  the  day,  when  the  whole  brunt  of  the  fight  fell  upon  only  the 
small  force  then  there.  My  men  acted  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and 
spirit  and  received  the  compliments  of  the  commanding  officers.  I  am 
fully  satisfied  with  them.  They  suffered  more  severely  than  artillery 
has  suffered  yet  iu  this  war,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge. 

I  am,  with  groat  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILL.  T.  CLOPTON, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery. 

N.  B. — If  required,  I  can  give  instances  of  personal  gallantry  worthy 
of  note,  but  they  were  so  numerous  I  did  not  choose  to  be  invidious. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Thompson  Brown, 

Commanding,  &c. 

Ill-]  

Report  of  Gapt.  Robert  M.  Stribling,  Fauquier  Artillery. 

May  12,  1862. 
Colonel :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  today  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report: 

The  battery  was  ordered  on  the  field  at  2  p.  m.,  and  took  position  to 
the  right  of  Fort  Magruder  in  order  to  support  General  Stuart's  battery. 
A  fire  was  kept  up  on  the  enemy's  center  for  about  an  hour,  when  they 
fell  back.  The  battery  was  then  withdrawn  to  the  hill  in  rear  of  the 
fort.  Later  in  the  day  I  was  ordered  to  take  two  guns  to  the  right  of 
the  fort  and  open  upon  a  line  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  A  fire  was 
kept  up  on  them  until  night  closed  in,  when  the  battery  was  ordered 
l)ack  to  Williamsburg.  I  lost  in  the  action,  wounded,  ray  fourth  sergeant, 
J,  T.  Megeath,  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  musket-ball,  and  Privates  Benj. 
F.  Kerrick  and  John  E.  Carter,  the  former  wounded  by  a  musket-ball 
and  the  latter  by  a  fragment  of  shell.  They  were  left  in  Williamsburg. 
I  lost  1  horse  killed  on  the  field  and  8  badly  wounded,  four  of  which 
were  deserted. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  liOBBRT  M.  STIilBLING, 

Captain,  Fauquier  Artillery. 

[11.] 
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Report  of  Capt.  John  A.  Colce,  Williamsburtj-Lee  Artillery. 

Sib  :  In  obedieuce  to  your  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  action  of  the  Williamsburg-Lee  Artillery,  tlien 
commanded  bv  Capt.  W.  E.  Garrett,  at  the  battle  of  Eort  Magruder  on 
the  5th  and  6th  of  May,  1862: 

On  Sunday  evening,  when  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  the 
woods  on  the  left  of  the  fort,  one  of  the  brass  pieces  belonging  to  this 
battery  was  ordered  down  to  Fort  Magruder,  and  after  remaining  a 
short  time  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  was  ordered  to  the  front  and  a  little 
to  the  left  of  Fort  Magruder.  A  few  shots  from  the  battery  of  First 
Ilowitzer  Company  were  fired,  but.  were  not  returned  by  4;he  enemy. 
We  did  not  open  fire  on  Sunday  evening.  Wc  were  then  ordered  back 
in  rear  of  the  fort.  About  sunset  another  piece  belonging  to  Captain 
(jarrett's  battery  arrived  at  Fort  Magruder,  which  piece  was  in  a  few 
minutes  ordered  to  Eedoubt  No.  1,  on  the  right  of  the  fort.  On  Monday 
morning  the  brass  piece  was  ordered  to  Redoubt  No.  .3,  on  the  right  of 
the  fort.  On  Monday  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  gun 
stationed  at  Redoubt  No.  1.  Captain  Garrett  commanded  the  gun  at 
Eedoubt  No.  3.  The  gun  under  my  command  opened  fire  on  Monday 
morning  about  9  o'clock,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  the  enemy  for 
several  hours.  The  firing  from  this  redoubt,  as  well  as  Eedoubt  No,  3, 
])roved  very  efl'ective.  A  caisson  was  reported  to  have  been  blown  up 
by  the  iron  gun  of  this  battery  in  the  morning,  and  tlie  enemy's  flag 
cut  down  by  the  brass  gun  in  the  evening,  botlx  of  them  stationed  in 
Eedoubt  No.  1.  In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  the  men  of  this  command 
behaved  during  the  whole  engagement  with  great  coolness  and  deter- 
mination, and  evinced  a  spirit  of  bravery  which  becomes  men  fighting 
in  such  a  noble  cause. 

Eesjiectfully  submitted. 

Col.  J.  Thompson  Bkow^n. 

111.] 


JNO.  A.  COKE, 
Captain,  Williamsbur(f-Lee  Artillery. 


Report  of  Capt.  Janie.<t  Dearintj,  Lynclihitrg  Artillery. 

Camp  neak  Long  Bridge,  May  12,  1862. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructi(ms  from  you  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  battery 
and  tliose  temporarily  under  my  command  in  the  engagement  near 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1862: 

About  11.30  a.  ra.  I  was  ordered  to  send  two  of  my  pieces  to  Fort 
Magruder.  I  ordered  Lieut.  Thomas  F.  Eichardsnn,  junior  first  lieu- 
tenant of  my  battery,  with  a  12-pounder  howitzer  and  a  6-pounder  field 
piece,  down  to  tlie  fort,  accompanying  them  myself.  On  my  way  to  the 
fort  I  was  repeatedly  fired  on  by  sharpshooters,  none  of  their  shots 
doing  damage.  After  getting  inside  of  the  fort  I  reported  to  Colonel 
Jenkins,  then  commanding  there,  and  on  the  left.  I  then  screened  my 
horses  and  caissons  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  who  had  been  killing  and  wounding  the  artillery  horses 
all  the  morning.  After  remaining  at  tlie  fort  about  half  an  liour  dur" 
iiig  which  time  there  was  no  firing  from  the  fort,  ColonelJenkins  found 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  on  our  left  in  force  with  botli  infantry  and 
artillery,  and  my  two  pieces  were  ordered  by  him  to  the  left  to  check.them 
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I  took  a  position  to  tlio  left  of  Fort  Magruder  and  camo  Iii  battery 
under  a  heavy  firo  of  artillery  from  the  enemy's  battery,  already  planted 
near  one  of  our  field  fortifications  on  the  left.  1  opened  immediately 
on  a  column  of  infantry  crossing  toward  the  fortifications,  and  after 
about  ten  rounds  of  shell  and  sjjherical  case  had  the  gratification  [to] 
find  that  I  had  succeeded  in  turning  the  column,  which  filed  to  the 
right  and  disappeared  under  the  brow  of  a  hill.  About  this  time  a  new 
battery  of  the  enemy  was  planted  immediately  on  my  right,  and  enfi- 
lading my  whole  position.  I  was  thus  under  a  most  severe  cross  fire, 
I,  however,  continued  to  fire  upon  the  battery  in  front,  after  the  infan- 
try disappeared,  endeavoring  to  silence  it,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  to  dismount  their  pieces  with  smooth-bore  guns,  and  their  guns 
were  of  heavier  caliber  and  longer  ranged  than  mine.  Among  the 
enemy's  battery  were  two  Parrott  guns,  I  therefore  turned  my  atten- 
tion to  the  battery  on  my  right,  which  had  my  range  exactly,  and  was 
doing  me  all  the  damage,  having  already  wounded  one  man  and  killed 
one  horse  of  mine.  I  therefore  changed  my  front  to  the  right,  and 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards  from  my  first  position,  and  opened  on 
this  battery.  The  first  battery  was  too  far,  and  did  not  succeed  in 
getting  my  range  sufficiently  exact  for  their  enfilading  fire  to  do  me 
any  damage.  Their  shells  and  case-shot  burst  beautifully,  though  not 
close  enough,  or  rather  not  at  the  proper  distance,  to  hurt  me.  I  had 
been  firing  some  time  at  this  second  battery,  which  was  between  800 
and  900  yards  off  in  a  small  clearing  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  when 
Lieutenant  Clopton,  of  the  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery,  was  oi'dered 
by  Colonel  Jenkins  to  report  to  me.  I  had  his  two  pieces  placed  in  bat- 
tery on  my  right.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy's  guns  ceased  firing,  and 
were  withdrawn  from  that  point,  I  suppose,  for  tliei-e  was  no  more  firing 
from  that  point  during  tlie  day.  Lieutenant  Clopton  informed  me 
that  he  had  only  nine  men  for  his  two  guns,  4  having  been  killed  and  0 
wounded  while  in  the  fort,  by  tlie  enemy's  sharpshooters.  It  was  while 
in  this  position  that  I  had  my  junior  first  lieutenant,  T.  F,  Kichardson, 
killed.  He  had  just  aimed  a  gun  at  the  enemy's  battery,  and  had  raised 
up,  when  a  piece  of  shell  struck  him  just  below  the  left  collar  bone, 
killing  him  instantly.  Here  I  had  two  more  men  wounded,  one  in  the 
thigh.  Private  Edward  F.  Ueaton,  the  other.  Private  Dillon,  in  the 
left  leg ;  also  one  horse  killed.  I  had  sergeants'  horses  put  in  the  places 
of  those  killed  and  wounded.  After  the  enemy's  gun  had  ceased  firing, 
1  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Jenkins  to  carry  my  two  pieces  back  into  the 
fort"  and  open  on  the  enemy,  then  being  driven  rapidly  back  by  our 
infantry.  I  did  so  immediately,  and  succeeded  at  the  first  shot  in  get- 
ting the  exact  range  and  bursting  my  shell  and  case-shot  in  their  midst 
and  in  front  of  them.  This  fire  was  kept  up  incessantly  by  my  two 
guus  and  one  other  in  the  fort,  and  by  Captain  Pelham's  Horse  Artil- 
lej-y  outside,  until  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and  were  out  of  sight. 
Lieutenant  Clopton's  two  pieces  were  placed  undia-  cover  under  the 
brow  of  a  small  hill,  and  there  remained,  not  firing  any  more,  I  believe, 
during  the  day.  His  men,  who  were  reduced  to  nine  men  to  two  pieces, 
were  completely  worn  out,  and  unable  to  stand  any  more  fatigue.  His 
])ieces  while  in  position  with  me  fired  only  three  or  four  rounds.  After 
I  ceased  firing  in  the  fort  Colonel  Jenkins  ordered  me  to  take  my  two 
pieces  again  to  the  left,  but  Captain  Stribliug  coming  up  with  two 
12-pounder  field  guns  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers,  I  was  ordered  to 
take  them  to  the  left  and  put  them  in  position,  which  I  did.  Captain 
Stribling  did  not,  however,  fire  from  that  position,  I  think,  but  he  was 
sent  to  the  right  of  Fort  Magruder  and  opened  upon  the  enemy  iu  the 
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woods  to  his  left.  About  this  time,  between  4  and  5  o'clock,  I  think, 
the  enemy  again  began  their  musketry  from  the  woods.  I  opened  on 
them  from  the  fort,  and  soon  after  I  changed  my  fire  to  a  solitary  piece 
of  artillery  of  the  enemy  which  they  had  again  succeeded  in  plant- 
ing in  rear  of  the  position  where  we  captured  their  batteries  some 
hours  before.  After  nearly  twenty  minutes'  firing  upon  this  piece  it 
ceased  firing  and  tired  no  more.  Mine  were  the  only  two  pieces  firing 
on  it,  I  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Sorrel,  of  General  Longstreet's 
staff,  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  iiifantry  in  the  wood,  whose  position  he 
pointed  out  to  me.  I  did  so,  and  continued  to  fire  until  nearly  dark, 
when  all  of  my  ammunition  was  completely  exhausted.  While  firing 
the  latter  part  of  the  evening  from  the  fort  my  men  were  exposed  to  a 
most  annoying  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  but  by  adopting 
the  precaution  of  making  my  men  load  kneeling,  all  of  the  guns  being 
mounted  in  barbette,  fortunately  none  were  hurt.  I  had  one  horse 
shot  here  at  that  time  by  a  miuieball  in  the  shoulder,  and  had  to  leave 
him.  I  had  only  twenty-two  men  engaged  with  the  two  guns,  officers 
and  men.  I  had  my  junior  first  lieutenant  killed  and  3  men  wounded, 
none  mortally;  2  horses  killed  and  2  wounded.  In  the  loss  of  Lieu- 
tenant Kichardson  I  have  sustained  a  heavy  one.  He  was  as  cool,  gal- 
lant, intrepid  an  officer  as  can  be  found,  and  died  doing  his  whole  duty 
to  himself  and  the  Confederate  States.  He  fell  with  his  "back  to  the 
field  and  his  feet  to  the  foe."  The  men  under  my  command  all  behaved 
handsomely.  Their  coolness  and  courage  could  but  excite  admiration. 
My  two  corporals  and  gunners  acted  well,  and  shot  beautifully.  My 
sergeants  assisted  the  weary  men,  and  worked  themselves  as  privates 
whenever  they  saw  any  necessity.  The  fire  of  the  two  batteries  on 
me,  one  in  front  and  the  other  on  my  right  flank,  enfilading  my  whole 
position,  was  terrific,  and  I  imagine  the  contest  can  scarcely  be  equaled, 
my  two  pieces  alone  replying  and  silencing  one  of  them.  At  dusk 
I,  being  out  of  ammunition,  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Jenkins  back  to 
Williamsburg  to  my  command. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  DEARING, 
Captain,  Commanding  Lynchburg  Artillery, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  Thompson  Beown, 

Commanding  Artillery,  Second  Corps. 

[11.1 


.Rej)or<  of  Brig.   Qen.   Cadmus   M.    Wilcox,   C.  8.  Army,  commanding 

brigade.* 

Brigade  Headquarters,  May  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  brigade  on  the  5th  instant,  near  Williamsburg,  Va.: 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  above  referred  to  the  brigade  was  ordered 
to  move  to  the  vicinity  of  the  redoubts  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  York- 
town  road,  and  there  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Anderson.  This 
order  was  received  between  the  hours  of  7  and  8  a.  m.,  and  the  brigade 
reached  tlie  second  redoubt  from  the  right  facing  Yorktown  about  9 
a.  m.  This  redoubt  and  the  one  to  its  left  were  at  this  time  engaged  in 
active  cannonading  with  the  enemy's  battery  in  front,  and  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  enemy  were  annoying  with  theix  fire  the  cannoneers 
at  their  pieces.    Orders  were  here  received  from  General  Anderson 

•  See  also  Vol.  XI,  Part  1,  p.  589. 
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directing  me  to  occupy  the  woods  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  redoubt 
and  about  500  yards  distant,  this  wood  being  a  densely  thick  forest  and 
supposed  to  be  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line.  I  at  once  directed  Colonel 
Mott,  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Eegiment,  to  move  with  his  regiment,  fol- 
lowing down  a  ravine  which  might  serve  to  protect  his  command  from 
the  fire  of  tlie  enemy's  artillery.  This  regiment,  led  by  its  intelligent 
and  spnted  commander,  marched  boldly  in  the  direction  of  the  forest 
indicated,  and  when  within  200  or  300  yards  of  it  threw  out  a  company 
ot  skirmishers.  This  line  of  skirmishers,  preceding  the  regiment,  took 
possession  of  the  woods  without  firing.  The  regiment  followed  the 
skirmishers  and  formed  into  line  just  within  the  edge  of  the  woods. 
The  two  remaining  regiments  of  the  brigade,  Ninth  and  Tenth  Alabama, 
Colonels  Henry  and  Woodward,  were  moved  forward  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Mott,  and  halted  near  to  and  in  rear  of  his  regiment.  At  this 
time,  between  9  and  10  a.  m.,  I  ordered  Colonel  Mott  to  deploy  skir- 
mishers to  his  front  in  the  woods,  cautioning  him  not  to  throw  them  too 
far,  as  the  forest  was  very  dense  and  difficult  to  penetrate  from  the  thick 
undergrowth.  This  line  of  skirmishers  were  soon  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  and  after  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  were  recalled,  having 
captured  three  prisoners,  one  a  private  of  the  Seventy-second  New  York, 
and  the  others  privates  of  the  Sixth  New  Jersey.  The  Tenth  Alabama 
was  now  placed  in  position  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  Ninth  Alabama  in  rear  and  extending  a  little  beyond 
the  left  flank  of  this  regiment.  As  soon  as  the  Tenth  Alabama  had 
taken  its  position  the  enemy  were  seen  in  its  front,  and  apparently 
moving  toward  its  right  flank.  An  irregular  and  scattering  fire  ensued, 
which  was  promptly  returned  by  the  enemy.  The  forest  extending  far 
beyond  the  right  flank  of  the  Tenth  Alabama,  I  detached  two  compa- 
nies from  the  Ninth  Alabama  and  moved  them  so  as  to  protect  this 
flank  of  that  regiment,  and  prevent  its  being  turned.  I  am  thus  par- 
ticular in  reporting  in  detail,  for  the  reason  that  at  this  time  I  had  no 
force  but  my  three  regiments,  one  of  which,  with  but  eight  companies 
and,numbering  320  muskets,  another  with  nine  companies  and  number- 
ing only  333  muskets. 

Firing  was  heard  at  this  time  in  front  of  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi 
and  Tenth  Alabama.  Not  having  yet  as  definite  knowledge  of  the 
strength  and  position  of  the  enemy  as  was  necessary.  Colonel  Mott  was 
ordered  to  advance  his  regiment  to  the  front  100  or  150  yards,  and  then 
to  deploy  two  companies  as  skirmishers  to  the  front,  with  instructions 
to  penetrate  as  far  as  practicable,  and  if  possible  to  the  open  field  and 
fallen  timber  believed  to  be  in  front  some  300  or  400  yards,  in  order 
that  the  ground  over  which  we  were  to  move  and  the  position  of  the 
enemy's  battery  might  be  known.  These  two  companies  had  not 
advanced  more  than  100  yards  when  they  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  skirmishers,  who  fell  back,  pursued  by  ours.  The  pursuit  was 
soon  arrested  by  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy  concealed  behind  a  fence 
in  the  thick  woods  and  parallel  to  our  line.  The  enemy  opened  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  skirmishers,  who  then  fell  back.  In  this  skirmish  Cap- 
tain Macon  was  severely  wounded  while  commanding  his  men  in  this 
exposed  and  dangerous  duty  with  great  coolness  and  judgment.  Sev- 
eral prisoners  were  taken,  one  an  ofQcer.  Knowing  from  the  clear  and 
intelligent  report  of  Captain  Macon  that  the  enemy  were  in  strong 
force  immediately  in  my  front,  and  this  being  confirmed  by  the  state- 
ments of  the  captured  prisoners,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  staft'  to  Brig- 
adier-General Hill  to  ask  that  he  should  advance  to  my  support  with 
a  portion  of  his  brigade.    Not  finding  General  Hill,  Brigadier-General 
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Pryor  -was  called  on,  and  be  came  up  promptly  witli  two  battalions. 
These  were  directed  to  form  on  tbe  right  of  the  Tenth  Alabama,  and 
soon  as  in  position  a  brisk  fire  began  with  tbe  enemy  and  was  responded 
to  by  our  troops.  The  Tenth  Alabama-  being  now  supported  on  its 
right,  I  directed  the  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  to  rejoin  their  regi- 
mcTit,  and  the  regiments  then  to  move  by  the  left  flank  so  as  to  uncover 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi.  This  movement 
brought  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Alabama  in  the  open  field,  and  soon  into 
the  fiillen  timber.  At  this  time,  about  12  m.,  the  order  of  General 
Anderson  was  to  advance  and  attack  the  enemy,  drive  him  from  tbe 
woods  and  fallen  timber,  and  to  take  his  battery  known  to  be  in  the 
field  in  front.  I  gave  the  order  to  advance,  when  both  men  and  officers 
moved  forward  to  the  attack  with  the  utmost  confidence.  This  forward 
movement  was  necessarily  much  impeded,  the  woods  being  so  dense  as 
to  render  it  difficult  for  a  single  individual  at  times  to  make  his  way 
through  it.  At  the  instant  this  advance  began  a  close  and  brisk  fire 
was  opened  by  the  enemy  in  large  force  on  the  Tenth  Alabama.  This 
fire  continued  to  increase,  and  being  entirely  concentrated  upon  this 
regiment  it  became  momentarily  disconcerted,  so  much  so  as  to  fall 
back  some  seventy-five  or  eighty  yards,  but  soon  recovering  and  refosm- 
ing,  and  being  joined  by  one  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  regiments  that 
had  just  arrived,  it  moved  back  to  its  former  position,  men  and  officers 
acting  gallantly,  advancing  resolutely  against  the  enemy  and  driving 
him  back  before  them. 

At  this  time  one  of  Brigadier-General  Hill's  regiments,  the  First 
Virginia,  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  was  placed  by  me  in  rear 
of  the  Ninth  Alabama,  with  orders  to  follow  closely  and  to  su])port  the 
Ninth  Alabama.  Soon  after  this  a  regiment  of  General  Pickett's  bri- 
gade was  placed  in  rear  of  the  Nineteenth  Mississipjii,  with  orders  to 
follow  and  support  this  regiment.  The  firing  had  now  become  general, 
quick,  and  sharp  throughout  our  entire  front,  our  men  showing  tbe 
utmost  ardor  to  join  in  the  fight.  My  brigade  being  the  first  on  the 
field,  when  re-enforcements  arrived  they  reported  to  me,  and  I  assisted 
in  directing  them  to  their  proper  places  in  line.  This  caused  me  to  be 
separated  duiing  the  first  part  of  the  engagement  from  a  portion  of 
my  own  brigade  while  it  was  a<;tively  engaged  with  the  enemy.  In 
order  that  the  difliculties  and  obstacles  that  the  ground  offered  to  the 
advance  of  our  men  may  be  understood  proi)erly,  it  is  necessary  to  make 
known  that  there  was  a  ravine  in  front  of  a  portion  of  my  line  that 
caused  the  advance,  which  was  already  difficult  from  the  density  of  the 
forest  and  its  undergrowth,  to  be  much  letarded.  Midway  between 
the  position  occupied  by  the  brigade  when  the  advance  commenced 
and  the  fallen  timber  was  the  fence  that  has  been  referied  to;  the  enemy 
in  front  of  this  fence  were  strong  in  numbers,  and  m  close  proximity  to 
ours,  concealed  behind  trees,  and  in  position  already  selected  by  them- 
selves. They  had  jnany  advantages,  and  showed  a  dispositioii  to  dis- 
pute the  ground  inch  by  inch;  but  nothing  could  resist  the  impetuosity 
of  our  men ;  they  pressed  forward  and  closed  in  upon  the  enemy  fre 
quently  to  less  than  thirty  yards,  the  enemy  yielding  constantly,  but 
slowly.  They  were  at  length  discovered  at  and  in  rear  of  the  fence. 
Here  the  firing  was  continued  Avith  the  utmost  vivacity  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  the  enemy  showing  much  boldness  and  confidence  and 
leaving  heaps  of  his  dead  as  evidence  of  the  obstinacy  of  his  resistance 
At  length  they  gave  way  before  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi  and  retired' 
keeping  up  the  fire  and  pursued  by  our  men  till  finally  they  soucht 
refuge  and  shelter  in  the  fallen  timber.    It  was  but  a  short  distance  in 
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trout  of  the  fence  that  the  brave  colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi, 
Col.  0.  11.  Mott,  fell  gallantly  leading  and  cheering  on  his  men.  At 
the  fallen  timber  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  owing  to  the  diflSculty  of 
getting  over  the  brush  and  piles  of  logs,  was  much  delayed,  the  logs 
aflbrding  an  excellent  cover  for  the  enemy,  while  the  brush  proved  to 
be  quite  a  serious  barrier  to  our  advance.  These  fallen  logs  served 
almost  as  a  succession  of  breast-works,  behind  which  the  retiring  enemy 
successively  sheltered  themselves.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
that  officers  could  in  the  standing  timber  see  and  properly  direct  their 
men;  but  these  difficulties  were  much  increased  in  the  abatis  or  fallen 
timber.  The  Nineteenth  Mississippi,  after  having  driven  the  enemy 
successively  back  to  the  fence,  then  from  the  fence  back  to  the  fallen 
timber,  thus  terminating  successfully  what  may  be  called  the  first 
attack  of  that  regiment,  proceeded  to  engage  the  enemy  in  his  new 
position  on  the  right,  and  continued  in  the  fight  until  the  close  of  the 
hotly-contested  battle,  at  first  co-operating  with  General  Hill  in  his 
attack  against  the  enemy  in  his  new  position,  and  subsequently  with 
General  Pryor  on  the  extreme  right.  During  all  this  time  they  were 
ably  commanded  by  their  lieutenant-colonel,  Lamar,  Colonel  Mott  hav- 
ing fallen  before  reaching  the  fence. 

At  this  abatis  many  of  our  men  replenished  their  cartridge-boxes 
with  ammunition  taken  from  th(>  cartridge-boxes  and  knapsacks  of  the 
enemy's  dead,  and  then  renewed  the  fight.  Fresh  troops  also  came  to 
the  front  and  continued  the  advance  through  the  fallen  timber,  slowly 
driving  the  enemy  from  log  to  log.  At  2.30  or  3  o'clock,  while  near  the 
fallen  timber,  and  not  more  than  250  or  300  yards  from  the  enemy's 
bartery  in  the  tield,  1  saw  that  our  men  had  on  the  left  advanced  con- 
siderably into  the  fallen  timber,  and  appeared  to  be  not  far  from  the 
battery.  At  this  time,  by  order  of  General  Anderson,  I  directed  the 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia,  that  was  under  cover  of  the  fallen  timber,  to 
advance.  They  moved  to  the  front  through  the  logs  and  brush  with 
alacrity  and  in  as  good  order  as  the  difliculties  of  the  ground  would 
pernjit.  Passing  by  and  to  the  left  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Virginia,  I 
saw  that  our  men  were  not  far  from  the  enemy's  battery,  having 
approached  to  within  seventy-five  or  eighty  yards.  The  i)ieces  had 
ceased  to  fire,  but  were  defended  by  tlic  infantry  beyond,  who,  under 
cover,  were  firing  over  the  battery  (already  deserted)  at  our  own  men. 
This  firing  was  kept  up  sharply  for  some  minutes,  when  our  men  made 
a  rush  at  the  battery,  which  was  taken  in  fine  style;  and  not  stopping 
to  gather  trophies,  they  pursued  the  enemy  beyond  the  battery  and 
drove  him  into  the  wood  200  yards  distant.  Twenty-five  or  thirty 
prisoners  were  taken  beyond  the  battery.  The  battery  was  entered 
first  by  Captains  Warren's  and  Smith's  companies.  Ninth  Alabama,  and 
Lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi,  with  the  colors,  and 
twenty  or  thirty  men  of  Captain  Mullins'  company  of  that  regiment. 
The  remaining  companies  of  the  Ninth  followed  the  first-named  com- 
panies. Soon  after  our  men  were  in  the  battery  two  shots  were  fired 
into  the  battery  from  one  of  our  redoubts.  In  order  that  our  artillery 
might  know  that  the  battery  was  ours.  Lieutenant  Jones,  Nineteenth 
Mississippi,  mounted  one  of  the  pieces  and  waved  the  flag  of  his  regi- 
ment. Upon  reaching  the  battery  a  few  minutes  after  it  was  taken,  1 
found  the  Ninth  Alabama  and  a  small  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  Twenty-eighth  Virginia,  just  having  entered  the  bat- 
tery; and  being  apprehensive  that  the  enemy,  who  had  been  seen  to 
retire  to  the  woods  beyond,  might  endeavor  to  retake  the  battery,  I 
ordered  the  troops  then  there— those  above  named  (Ninth  Alabama 
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and  Twenty-eighth  Virginia,  Lieutenant  Jones,  Nineteenth  Missis- 
sippi)— to  reform  into  line  and  to  take  the  woods  beyond  the  battery. 
This  order  was  obeyed  with  greatest  promptness  and  spirit.  All 
seemed  eager  (although  they  had  been  under  Are  five  hours)  to  renew 
the  conflict,  and  charged  into  the  woods  and  were  engaged  at  once  with 
the  enemy,  and  had  to  sustaiu  themselves  under  a  heavy  fire  from  supe- 
rior numbers  till  re  enforcements  came.  When  the  move  into  the  woods 
was  ordered  I  sent  an  officer  to  the  major-general  commanding  to  ask 
that  support  might  be  sent  to  these  troops.  Soon  after,  seeing  troops 
at  a  distance  approaching,  I  walked  along  the  road  in  the  direction  of 
Williamsburg,  and  met  Colonel  Ward,  Second  Florida,  and  at  his 
request  pointed  out  to  him  where  our  men  were  engaged  in  the  woods. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Ward's  regiment  in  the  woods  the  Ninth 
Alabama  retired,  having  exhausted  its  ammunition.  I  then  ordered 
them  to  the  rear  to  look  after  their  wounded,  it  being  now  late  in  the 
afternoon.  I  now  assisted  in  rallying  and  forming  some  troops  in  a 
ravine  running  perpendicular  to  the  road  and  just  at  the  edge  of  the 
fallen  timber.  I  remained  here  till  dark,  then  joined  the  Tenth  Ala- 
bama and  returned  to  Williamsburg.  The  Ninth  Alabama  had  already 
returned  to  their  camp ;  the  Nineteenth  Mississippi  followed.  The  Tenth 
Alabama  and  Nineteenth  Mississippi  reached  their  camp  after  11  o'clock 
at  night. 

In  closing  my  report  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  during  the  entire  day 
our  men  and  officers  behaved  with  a  coolness  and  gallantry  that  should 
inspire  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  success  of  our  cause,  and  for  the 
future  we  have  but  to  seek  the  enemy  and  the  valor  of  our  troops  and 
the  justice  of  our  cause  will  insure  their  destruction  and  peace  to  our 
country.  Where  there  was  such  uniform  good  conduct  with  both  men 
and  officers,  it  is  difficult  to  particularize  and  to  commend  to  special 
notice  without  failing  to  mention  many  that  are  deserving  of  praise.  I 
must,  however,  call  to  your  favorable  notice  the  deeply  lamented  Col- 
onel Mott,  Nineteenth  Mississippi,  who  fell  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
while  bravely  leading  and  commanding  his  men;  to  Captain  Macon, 
saine  regiment,  severely  wounded  while  skirmishing  in  advance  of  his 
regiment.  To  his  report  as  to  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy 
is  due  in  great  part  our  success  in  driving  him  out  from  the  standing 
timber  from  behind  the  fences.  To  Captains  Martin,  Hardin,  Harris, 
Coffey,  and  McKenzie  (the  two  latter  wounded);  to  Lieutenant  Jones, 
who  bore  the  flag  of  his  regiment  into  tlie  enemy's  battery;  Lieutenani- 
Coloiiel  Lamar,  who,  after  the  fall  of  the  colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, assumed  command  of  the  regiment  and  commanded  it  during 
the  continuance  of  the  fight  with  great  courage  and  skill.  In  the  Ninth 
Alabama,  I  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  Captain  Murphv,  who 
was  cons])icuou8  throughout  most  of  the  day  for  his  coolness  and  cour- 
age, and  late  in  the  day  fell,  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded;  Cap- 
tain Ciillis,  same  regiment,  severely  wounded,  was  much  distinguished 
for  his  soldierly  bearing  till  he  was  disabled  by  a  severe  wound;  Lieu- 
tenant McDonald,  also  severely  wounded;  Captains  Smith  and  Warren 
and  Lieutenant  May  deserve  praise  for  their  conduct  at  the  capture  of 
the  enemy's  battery ;  to  Colonel  Henry,  Ninth  Alabama,  for  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  he  moved  his  regiment  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy  and 
afterward,  after  the  battery  was  taken,  to  the  manner  in  which  he' con- 
ducted his  regiment  into  the  woods  beyond;  in  the  Tenth  Alabama  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Forney,  who  fell  severely  wounded  while  encourag- 
ing his  men  in  the  thicke^tof  the  fight;  to  Captain  Caldwell  for  his  gal- 
lantry in  rallying  and  encouraging  his  men  when  under  a  heavy  fire 
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This  regimeut  was  but  little  time  under  my  directiou  during  tlie  fight, 
but  from  the  report  of  its  colonel  I  know  tha ^  the  regiment  was  in  the 
front  in  the  advance  upon  the  enemy,  and  that  the  dead  of  the  enemy 
marked  the  line  of  its  advance.  To  Surgeon  Peel,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Mississippi,  and  chief  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  and  also  to  Surgeon 
Minor,  of  the  Ninth,  and  Surgeon  Walls,  of  the  Tenth  Alabama,  much 
praise  is  due  for  the  care  and  attention  they  bestowed  on  the  wounded. 
Each  of  the  surgeons  was  near  the  field  during  the  battle.  I  inclose 
herewith  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  It  will  be  seen  that  there 
were  231  killed  and  wounded.  Of  this  number  the  Ninth  Alabama,  333 
strong,  lost  61.  Six  of  this  number  were  missing.  The  Tenth  Alabama, 
320  strong,  lost  70.  The  Nineteenth  Mississippi,  501  strong,  lost  100. 
To  my  personal  staff,  Capt.  W.  A.  Harris,  assistant  adjutant- general, 
and  Lieut.  T.  R.  Reading,  Nineteenth  Mississippi,  I  am  indebted  for 
much  valuable  assistance  freely  rendered  on  the  field.  They  were 
prompt  in  transmitting  orders,  and  performed  all  duty  required  of  them 
cheerfully,  taking  them,  as  it  frequently  did,  under  the  hottest  fire. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  WILCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  G.  M.  SOEREL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[11.] 


MAT  15-JTTNE  17,  1862.— Opeiations  in  the  Shenandcl!ah  Valley,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Daniel  R.  Timmons,  Fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding 
pioneer  detachment,  of  engagement  at  Port  Republic,  June  8. 

Ltteay,  Va.,  June  11,  1862. 
Captain  Olmsted: 

According  to  your  orders  I  prepared  to  burn  the  bridge  at  Port 
Republic  and  stationed  the  pioneers  awaiting  orders.  Colonel  Carroll 
went  across  the  bridge.  On  his  return  he  gave  no  orders.  Soon  the 
rebel  cavalry  dashed  upon  the  bridge,  and  I  ordered  the  men  to  fire  it. 
The  rebels  put  out  the  flie.  The  pioneers  guarded  the  rear  by  chop- 
piug  down  trees  to  obstruct  the  road. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  R.  TIMMONS, 
[12.]  Lieutenant. 

ADDENDA. 

Headquarters  Shields'  Division, 

Front  Royal,  Va.,  June  4,  1862. 
Capt.  E.  B.  Olmsted  : 

Sir:  You  are  directed  to  send  a  detail  of  forty  pioneers  with  a  lieu- 
tenant to  accompany  the  command  under  Colonel  Carroll  to  Port 
Republic.  Be  particular  to  instruct  your  men  to  burn  the  bridge  at 
that  place. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  SWIGART, 
Lieutenant  of  Volunteers  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
[12.] 
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MAY  27-31,  1862.— Reconnaissance  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Edenton,  N.  C. 

Beport  of  Col.  Charles  G.  Dodge,  First  New  Yorl;  Mounted  Rifes. 

Hbadquaetees  Mounted  Eiples, 

Norfolk,  Ya.,  May  31,  1862. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  general  headquarters 
ordering  a  reconnaissance  of  the  roads  running  sonthfrom  Portsmouth 
and  in  the  general  vicinity  of  the  Elizabeth  City  road,  tlie  snirounding 
country,  &c.,  I  started  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  May 
27,  with  14(1  men,  in  the  direction  ordered,  taking  tlie  road  through 
Beep  Creek,  a  village  of  about  500  inhabitants,  eight  miles  from  this 
city,  at  the. function  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  Dee])  Creek  Eiver, 
passing  thence  by  the  canal  road,  and  having  met  with  no  incident  of 
importance  on  the  march,  we  bivouacked  for  the  night  at  South  Mills,  a 
small  town  of  about  250  inhabitants,  thirty  miles  from  Portsmouth. 
The  canal,  locks,  &c.,  seemed  to  be  in  good  order  until  reaching  a  ])oint 
some  six  miles  above  South  Mills,  where  a  break  in  the  bank  was  dis- 
covered, causing  an  overflow  of  considerable  land  lying  to  the  west- 
ward. Thirteen  schooners  ready  for  use  were  lying  at  diflerent  points 
of  the  canal,  deserted,  no  one  being  able  to  inform  me  of  the  where- 
abouts of  their  owners.  Wednesday  morning  I  moved  on  to  Elizabeth 
City,  fourteen  miles  from  South  Mills,  and  a  place  of  vsome  2,000  inhab- 
itants, for  the  ymrpose  of  opening  communication  with  the  forces  of  Gen- 
eral Burnside  there,  and  gaining  what  information  they  might  have  in 
regard  to  the  country  abont,  and  the  general  feeling  of  the  people,  &c., 
believing  it  to  be  of  great  advantage  in  carrying  out  the  object  of  the 
reconnaissance.  Just  beyond  South  Mills  a  small  earthwork  was 
passed,  which  had  been  thrown  up  at  the  fork  of  the  road  to  oppose 
the  approach  of  troops  from  the  south.  Apparently  no  guns  had  been 
mounted  there.  Just  below  this  ijoint  deep  cuts  in  the  canal  banks  had 
been  made,  causing  so  extensive  an  overflow  of  the  road  as  to  render  it 
imi)assable,  obliging  a  detour  of  about  two  miles.  Abont  five  miles 
farCher  on,  at  Richardson's  Mills,  a  somewhat  extensive  intrenchment 
was  found,  with  embrasures  for  six  guns,  four  on  the  right  and  two  on 
the  left  of  the  road,  a  work  strong  on  acconnt  of  its  position,  being 
flanked  on  one  side  by  a  deep  swamp  and  on  the  other  by  woods  almost 
impenetrable;  to  the  front  was  a  ravine  and  one  arm  of  the  swamp, 
obliging  an  approach  by  but  one  narrow  road  or  causeway,  the  entire 
opening  in  the  woods  and  the  road  being  well  commande<l  by  any  guns 
which  may  have  been  mounted  on  the  work.  S(mie  24-pounder  shot 
were  found  in  the  vicinity.  On  our  arrival  at  Eliziibeth  City,  the  flags 
of  the  gun-boat  Morse  (General  Burnside's  fleet),  lying  m  the  harbor, 
were  raised,  and  we  were  warmly  received.  1  immediately  went  on 
board  the  gun  boat  to  communicate  with  Captain  Uays,  commanding 
the  naval  force  there,  assuring  him  of  my  purpose,  merely  desiring  to 
obtain  what  intelligence  he  might  have  as  regards  the  stnte  of  the  coun- 
try, the  condition  of  the  roads,  feeling  of  the  people,  &c.  He  informed 
me  that  there  Avere  many  residents  of  the  neighborhood  who  were 
strongly  attached  to  the  Union,  but  feared  to  express  their  loyalty 
owing  to  the  constant  oppression  by  the  leading  secessionists  there  of 
any  loyal  subjects.  Already  numerous  arrests  of  these  o])pres8ors  had 
been  made,  and  Captain  Hays  strongly  urged  my  marching  through  a 
district  of  the  country  more  interior  than  that  as  yet  visited  by  the 
forces  from  the  gun-boats,  to  encourage  any  Union  feeling  which  might 
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exist,  and  to  intimidate  the  secessionists  by  the  presence  of  a  Federal 
force.  Accordingly  I  left  Elizabeth  City  about  3  o'clock,  en  route  for 
Hertford,  twenty  miles  distant,  and  arrived  there  at  about  11  p,  ui., 
finding  much  difficulty  in  passing  many  parts  of  the  road,  most  of  which 
was  corduroy  and  badly  cut  up  from  the  late  freshets  and  rain,  render- 
ing it  sometimes  almost  impassable,  deep  gullies  made  by  the  torrents 
being  filled  with  water.  The  bridge  over  the  Pasquimans  [Perquimans] 
Kiver  is  merely  a  floating  raft,  fastened  to  the  bank  at  either  end  by 
hawsers.  The  center  of  the  raft  is  a  draw  for  the  passage  of  small 
craft,  and  is  sustained  by  merely  a  chain  and  iron  pin.  This  had  evi- 
dently been  removed  by  parties  cognizant  of  our  approach,  and  although 
great  caution  was  used  in  moving  over  but  a  small  number  at  a  time, 
after  a  ])art  of  the  advance  guard  had  passed  the  draw  sank,  with  eight 
men  and  horses  on  it.  These  were  precipitated  into  the  water,  which 
at  that  place  was  very  deep  and  rapid.  All  the  men  and  six  of  the 
horses  were,  by  the  means  of  ropes  and  small  boats,  safely  landed. 
Two  of  the  horses  unfortunately  were  lost;  one  being  drawn  by  the 
force  of  the  current  iinder  the  bridge  Avas  drowned,  the  other  carried 
so  rapidly  down  the  stream  as  to  render  it  im])Ossible  to  regain  him. 
After  severe  labor  of  about  an  hour  the  draw  was  again  fastened,  so  as 
with  the  greatest  care  to  permit  the  crossing  of  my  entire  command, 
most  of  the  officers  and  myself  standing  deep  in  water  for  nearly  two 
hours,  stationed  at  different  parts  of  the  bridge  superintending  the 
crossing. 

At  Hertford  the  inhabitants  for  the  most  part  are  very  bitter  in 
opposition  to  the  Government,  although  a  few  good  Union  men  were 
found,  who  delighted  in  oiir  coming  and  begged  us  to  remain.  In  the 
morning  we  started  for  Edenton,  twelve  miles  distant,  meeting  with  no 
incidents  of  importance  on  the  way,  the  road  being  good,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  much  higher  and  more  fertile  than  we  had  previously 
met.  At  Edenton  we  were  kindly  received  by  the  people,  who  insisted 
upon  preparing  food  for  the  men  and  entertaining  the  officers.  It  was 
impossible,  however,  to  remain  long,  and  consequently  after  having 
called  on  the  mayor,  a  decided  Union  man,  and  conversed  with  some* 
of  the  leading  citizens,  who  assured  me  of  a  strong  Union  sentiment 
prevailing  in  the  district,  and  having  gained  information  of  the  roads, 
&c.,  lying  towards  Suffolk,  I  determined  to  return  by  tljat  route,  con- 
sidering it  of  much  importance  to  become  ac(iuainted  with  the  coun- 
try, the  state  of  the  roads,  their  termini,  &c.,  leading  out  of  Suffolk,as 
in  case  of  military  operations  in  that  direction  such  information  would 
be  of  the  greatest  value.  We  marched  on  that  afternoon  to  Minton- 
ville,  twenty-three  miles,  just  beyond  which  place  1  bivouacked  for  the 
night.  On  the  way  I  learned  that  large  immbcrs  of  troops  were  still 
continuing  to  leave  that  section  for  the  Southern  Army,  and  while  at 
Mintonville  a  slave  boy  came  in  desiring  to  be  taken  North.  From  him 
I  gained  information  of  his  master  being  an  officer  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  and  that  he  was  constantly  mustering  in  recruits  with  the  inten- 
tion of  soon  taking  them  to  Richmond  or  Petersburg.  Agreeable  to 
this  information  I  started  with  my  command  at  2  a.  m.  and  marched 


ig 

from  him  the  names  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment  who  were  in  the 
vicinity,  I  left  the  remainder  of  my  force  to  move  on  some  miles  and 
breakfast,  and  started  with  twenty  picked  men  and  a  lieutenant  in  a 
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northwest  direction  for  a  poiut  six  miles  distant,  compelling  my  pris- 
oner to  act  as  guide  in  search  of  the  other  rebel  officers.  All  of  them 
-were  secured  by  (J  a.  m.;  most  of  them  surprised  in  their  beds,  no  one 
having  an  idea  of  the  presence  of  a  Federal  force  anywhere  in  the 
vicinitytill  tlieir  house  was  surrounded  [and]  they  themselves  summoned 
to  accompany  us.  One  colonel,  1  captain,  and  4  lieutenants  were  thus 
taken  and  have  been  safely  conducted  to  headquarters  at  Norfolk,  with 
the  exception  of  the  captain,  who  was  so  unwell  that  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  was  released.  The  commissions  of  all  but  one  of  the  offi- 
cers, the  muster-rolls,  &c.,of  the  regiment,  with  otliei- valuable  papers, 
were  obtained  from  the  colonel.  From  these  officers  I  learned  that  six 
companies  of  the  regiment,  (the  Seventh  llegiment.  Second  Brigade, 
North  Carolina  Troops)  were  already  at  the  seat  of  war;  the  other  com- 
panies were  being  rapidly  filled  up,  with  the  undoubted  intention  of 
their  soon  leaving  for  Richmond  or  Petersburg.  This  latter  informa- 
tion I  gained  from  people  living  in  the  vicinity  and  from  themselves; 
also  that  500  men  had  crossed  the  Chowan  Eiver  within  the  past  week, 
105  havhig  left  the  day  before  my  arrival  at  Gatesville.  Nothing  of 
further  moment  occurred  on  the  way  to  Suffolk. 

The  roads  from  Portsmouth  to  Elizabeth  City,  bordering  the  canal, 
generally  good,  from  Elizabeth  City  to  Hertford  for  the  most  part  cor- 
duroy, and  on  account  of  the  late  rains  in  a  very  bad  condition,  at 
some  points  impassable  for  artillery;  from  Hertford  to  Eden  ton  good; 
from  Edenton  to  Suffolk,  via  Mintonville  and  Sunbury,  fair,  although 
very  sandy  most  of  the  way;  near  Suffolk  through  the  Cypress  Swamps 
deep  cuts  in  the  road  have  been  formed  by  the  rain  so  that  the  water 
at  present  is  breast  high  for  the  horses.  The  Dismal  Swam])  country 
is  low,  marshy,  and  very  itnhealthy.  Greater  part  of  the  other  districts 
through  which  I  passed  seems  high  and  fertile.  Tlie  crops,  however, 
principally  corn,  wheat,  &c.,  have  been  destroyed  by  the  severe  spring 
rains,  so  that  many  are  really  suffering  for  the  necessaries  of  lile.  The 
water  along  the  canal  is  bad,  in  other  districts  generally  good  and 
healthy.  The  sentiment  of  the  people  along  the  route  seems  nnich 
divided,  a  strong  Union  feeling  undoubtedly  existing,  fear  of  Southern 
power,  persecution,  and  future  retribution  alone  preventing  a  decidedly 
loyal  expression  of  it.  Much  of  the  road  leads  through  dense  woods 
with  thick  underbrush.  These  roads  are  generally  narrow.  Extensive 
clearings  are,  however,  to  be  met  with.  There  appears  but  little  undu- 
lation in  the  country,  and  but  few  points  commanding  any  extended 
range  could  be  found.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  admira- 
ble condition  of  both  horses  and  men.  All  have  returned  but  the 
horses  mentioned,  and  notwithstanding  the  almost  unprecedented  ra- 
pidity of  the  march,  with  the  difficulty  of  procuring  either  forage  or 
rations,  the  men  are  more  hale  and  hearty  than  when  starting  out,  and 
the  horses  appear  strong  and  well,  apparently  but  little  exhausted  by 
the  extreme  fatigues  of  the  march.  A 11  have  undoubtedly  gained  expe- 
rience which  will  be  of  great  value  to  them  in  future  service,  and  seem 
only  the  more  eager  for  active,  constant  work. 

Trusting  the  report  may  meet  with  your  approval,  I  have  the  honor 
to  remain,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

CHAS.  C.  DODGE, 
Commanding  First  Regiment  Mounted  Kifles. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Viele, 

Military  Governor  of  Norfolk,  tL-c. 
[9.] 
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MAY  31-JUNE  1,  1862.— Battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  or  Seven  Pines,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  William  W.  H.  Davis,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry, 

DOYLESTOWN,  I'A.,  Junc  25,  1862. 

Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment 
in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  or  Seven  Pines,  fought  on  the  lilst  day  of 
May: 

About  12.30  o'clock  noon  au  aide-de-camp  of  General  Casey  came 
to  my  quarters  on  the  Nine-Mile  Road  and  ordered  me  to  get  my  regi- 
ment under  arms  immediately.  In  a  few  minutes  afterward  it  was 
formed  ou  the  color  line  cut  in  the  bushes.  I  had  but  eight  companies 
in  line,  the  other  two  being  ou  picket.  My  effective  strength  was  a  little 
less  than  400  men.  Shortly  after  we  were  formed  another  aide  came  to 
my  quarters  with  orders  to  move  the  regiment  out  by  the  left  flank  to  a 
clearing  between  the  Nine-Mile  and  Williamsburg  roads  to  support 
Spratt's  battery  of  10-pounders.  We  marched  along  a  path  I  !iad  caused 
to  be  cut  through  the  bushes  a  few  days  before,  and  formed  line  in  the 
edge  of  the  timber  a  little  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  battery.  I  had 
hardly  dressed  my  line  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my  regiment 
into  the  clearing  in  front,  which  was  done  as  (juickly  as  i>ossible.  To 
attain  this  position  we  had  to  cross  the  abatis  formed  to  prevent  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  and  my  line  Avas  a  considerable  distance 
in  front  of  the  battery  I  was  sent  to  support.  The  right  of  the  regi- 
ment rested  on  the  timber  which  flank  in  on  that  side.  Skirmishing 
had  been  going  on  before  we  arrived  on  the  field,  and  soon  afterward 
the  skirmishers  came  running  in,  pressed  back  by  the  enemy.  The 
enemy's  bullets  fell  in  my  ranks  while  the  line  was  being  formed.  Never- 
tl  eless,  the  regiment  was  dressed  with  the  precision  of  a  dress  parade. 
We  opened  with  a  general  volley,  the  first  fired  that  day,  which 
announced  the  action  commenced  in  earnest,  and  until  it  was  concluded 
there  was  a  perfect  rattle  of  musketry  and  roar  of  artillery.  The  men 
began'to  fall,  killed  and  wounded,  but  there  was  no  faltering.  Every 
officer  and  man  stood  up  to  his  work.  Seeing  a  movement  of  the  enemy 
ou  our  right  as  though  about  to  flank  us  in  that  direction,  Companies 
A  and  D  were  pushed  into  the  timber  to  prevent  it.  The  enemy  now 
came  out  of  the  timber  and  pressed  down  upon  us  in  overwhelming 
numbers.  Their  fire  was  withering.  We  had  now  been  under  fire  about 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  onr  ranks  were  much  thinned.  The  enemy  was 
now  pressing  me  hard  in  front  and  ou  the  right  flank,  and  their  fire  had 
approached  so  near  as  to  endanger  the  battery.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  ordered  a  charge,  the  regiment  at  the  word  springing  forward 
and  advancing  with  a  loud  hurrah  toward  the  enemy.  It  had  the  eftect 
of  gaining  time  and  enabled  us  to  hold  the  enemy  longer  in  check.  See- 
ing 1  must  relin(]uish  my  ground  unless  re  enforced,  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Asheufelter  to  General  Casey  on  the  Williamsburg  road,  with  the 
request  that  he  would  send  me  a  regiment  to  support  the  One  hundred 
and  fourth.  He  passed  twice  between  the  two  armies  unharmed.  He 
sent  word  that  if  I  could  hold  my  position  a  few  minutes  longer  he 
would  re-enforce  me.  The  fight  had  now  raged  two  hours  with  great 
fierceness,  and  almost  one-half  my  regiment  had  fallen.  In  this  part 
of  the  field  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  was  contending  singlehanded 
with  overwhelming  numbers.  We  could  hold  our  ground  no  longer,  and 
the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  the  want  of  the  promised  sup- 
ports compelled  us  to  retire.  The  men  left  the  ground  slowly  and  sul- 
lenly and  retired  down  the  Nine  Mile  Eoad  to  near  where  it  joins  the 
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Williamsburg  road,  wliere  tliey  halted  aud  later  iu  the  day  fell  into  line 
to  resist  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Company  P  came  iu  from  the 
picket-line  during  the  afternoon  and  took  part  iu  the  action  toward 
the  close  of  the  day.  Company  E  was  less  fortunate.  It  was  surrounded 
by  the  enemy  on  the  picket-line,  aud  Lieutenant  Croll  aud  about 
sixty  men  were  captured.  Among  our  wounded  was  Maj.  John  M. 
Gries,  who  was  mortally  shot  iu  the  hip  while  attempting  to  rescue  the 
colors,  which  were  brought  oft'  in  safety.  He  died  a  few  days  afterward 
in  Philadelphia.  Lieutenant  McDowell  was  killed  on  the  held,  and  his 
body  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  euemy.  In  addition,  I  had  9  officers 
wounded,l(JCnon-commissionedof(icersand  privates  killed  jind  wounded, 
and  62  taken  prisoners.  Both  officers  and  men  are  particularly  notice- 
able for  their  good  conduct ;  and  among  others,  Chaplain  Gries  made 
himself  very  useful  iu  attending  upon  the  wounded.  I  received  a  rifle 
bullet  in  my  left  elbow  and  Avas  hit  by  a  spent  ball  on  my  left  breast, 
aud  am  now  at  my  home  recovering  from  my  wounds. 

I  remain,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  U.  DAVIS, 
Colonel  104th  Fennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Capt.  George  H.  Johnston, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[U.J 

JUNE  5,  1862.— Skirmish  at  New  Bridge,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  W.  Squires,  First  Company  Washington  {La.) 

Artillery. 

Doctor  Garnett's  Farm  on  Chickahominy  River, 

Six  Miles  from  Richmond,  June  5,  1862. 
Dear  Colonel:  We  engaged  the  enemy  this  morning  for  one  hour 
and  a  half  and  succeeded  in  driving  his  artillery  from  our  range.  I 
siiflered  no  loss  either  in  men  or  horses.  Tlie  boys  behaved  with  their 
usual  coolness.  We  exploded  one  of  the  enemy's  caissons  and  killed 
several  of  their  horses.  The  rifled  guns  did  great  execution.  The 
enemy  was  so  far  off  I  had  to  order  my  O-pouuilers  from  the  field  after 
firing  several  rounds  from  them.  The  infantry  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Washington  Artillery  are  some,  and  prefer  us  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  artillery  put  together. 
Yours,  &c., 

C.  W.  SQUIRES, 
Captain,  Commanding  First  Company  Washington  Artillery. 
fCol.  J.  B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Battalion   Washington  Artillery. \ 
[11.] 


JUNE  25-JULY  1,  1862.— Seven  Days'  Battles. 

Report  of  JAeut.  Col.  Richard  K.  Batchelder,  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
U.  S.  Army,  of  operations  July  1,  1862,  to  June  30,  1863. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Chief  Assistant  Quartermaster's  Office,  September  15,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  13,  from  Quartermaster- 
General's  Office,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowiug  report  of 
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the  transactions  connected  with  my  duties  as  assistant  quartermaster 
for  tlie  fiscal  year  endinfc  June  30,  18G3 : 

During  the  year  1862  I  was  employed  as  assistant  quartermaster  of 
the  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.    On 
the  morning  of  July  1  the  trains  of  this  division  were  parked  at  Hax- 
all's  Landing,  on  the  James  Eiver,  about  three  miles  from  the  battle- 
field of  Malvern  Hill.    In  accordance  with  orders  received  during  the 
afternoon  the  ammunition  trains  of  the  division  (consisting  of  fifty 
wagons)  were  sent  to  Malvern  Hill.     During  the  night  orders  were 
received  to  move  to  Harrison's  Landing  in  the  following  order:  First, 
artillery;  second,  troops;  third,  trains.    The  artillery  and  troops  hav- 
ing left  the  field  the  ammunition  was  moving  into  the  road,  when,  under 
the  direction  of  an  officer  of  General  McClellau's  staff,  eleven  teams 
that  were  in  the  rear  were  drawn  together  and  blown  up,  saving  only 
the  saddle  mules  of  each  team.    The  remainder  of  the  trains  reached 
Harrison's  Landing  without  accident  early  in  the  day  and  remained  at 
this  i^oint  until  the  15th  day  of  August,  when  we  marched  at  5  p.  m., 
having  previously  shipped  all  the  knapsacks  belonging  to  the  men  and 
all  the  surplus  baggage  upon  transports  for  the  Potomac.    The  march 
was  continued  slowly  during  the  night  and  the  next  day  without  halting, 
crossing  the  Chickahominy  River  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  5  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  and  encamping  on  the  opposite  bank.    On  the  morning 
of  the  17th  resumed  the  march  for  Hampton,  arriving  there  at  3  a.  m.  of 
the  19th.     On  the  22d  the  transportation  moved  to  Newport  ISTews, 
where  the  troops  were  embarked  on  the  25th,  the  trains  being  left  for 
want  of  transportation.    The  troops  reached  Aquia  Creek  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th,   and  were  mostly  disembarked  when  orders  were 
received  to  reship  and  proceed  to  Alexandria,  Avhere  we  arrived  during 
the  evening,  and  the  next  day  went  into  camp  about  four  miles  from 
the  city  on  the  Centerville  road.    On  the  30th  the  transportation  began 
to  arrive,  which  was  immediately  unloaded.    The  troops  moved  to  Teu- 
nallytown  and  from  thence  to  Centerville,  returning  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember and  encamping  near  Tennallytown.    The  transportation  was 
ordered  from  Alexandria  to  Georgetown,  and  the  knapsacks  and  stores 
shipped  at  Harrison's  Landing  were  received.     On  the  5th  the  troops 
jnoved  to  Eockville,  followed  by  the  transportation  on  the  8th.    The 
command  resumed  the  march  on  the  morning  of  the  0th,  reaching 
Frederick  City  on  the  14th.    On  the  following  day  moved  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  battle-field  of  Antietam,  arriving  at  2  a.  m.  on  the  16th.    The 
enemy  opened  fire  on  the  train  at  daylight,  when,  after  issuing  rations 
to  the  troops,  the  teams  moved  back  on  the  Boonsborough  road  about 
two  miles,  where  they  remained  until  the  19th,  when  they  were  moved 
up  to  the  battle-field. 

On  the  22d  the  command  marched  to  Harjier's  Ferry,  fordmg  the 
Potomac  lliver  and  encamping  on  Bolivar  Heights,  remaining  here 
until  the  30th  day  of  October,  when  crossing  the  Shenandoah  lliver 
and  moving  down  the  hue  of  the  Blue  Eidge  by  easy  marches,  arrived 
at  Warrentou  on  the  9th  day  of  November.  On  the  15th  of  the  month 
the  troops  started  on  the  march  for  Falmouth,  Ya.,  arriving  within  one 
mile  of  that  place  on  tlie  afternoon  of  the  17th,  where  they  remained  in 
camp  until  the  11th  day  of  December.  On  this  day  the  trams  of  the 
division  were  loaded  ready  for  a  march  and  parked  with  trains  of  the 
corps  about  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  Falmouth,  remaining  there  until 
after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  They  were  then  returned  to  their 
former  camping  ground.  ^      ^        ^        .    t  o  iq^-q 

By  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  from  War  Department,  January  b,  iSbi, 
I  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as 
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chief  assistant  quartermaster,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch  commanding. 
On  assuming  the  duties  of  that  position,  my  attention  was  given  to  the 
general  improvement  of  the  transportation  belonging  to  tlie  corps, 
believing  it  to  be  essential  to  the  general  interest  and  a  necessary  aux- 
iliary to  every  successful  movement  of  the  army  that  this  department 
is  at  all  times  in  good  condition.  Every  effort  was  made  to  accomplish 
that  object,  and  tlie  result,  after  long  and  fatiguing  marches  over  rough 
and  precipitous  roads,  bears  ample  evidence  that  these  efforts  were  not 
made  in  vain.  On  Wednesday,  the  21)th  day  of  April,  the  First  and 
Third  Divisions  of  this  corps,  with  seventy  wagons  loaded  with  ammu- 
nition, forty-live  with  supplies,  and  thirty  with  hospital  stores  and 
forage,  moved  from  Falmouth  to  a  point  on  the  liappahannock  IMver 
near  Banks'  Ford.  The  remainder  of  the  train,  consisting  of  351  teams, 
was  parked  at  Falmouth.  Each  division  train  was  supplied  with  thirty- 
five  pack-saddles.  On  the  following  day  the  command  moved  to  United 
Btates  Ford.  On  the  1st  of  May  the  troops  moved  across  the  Eappa- 
liaunock  Itiver  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  United  States  Ford,  followed  by 
the  ammunition  trains,  and  encamped  near  the  bnttle-ficld  of  Cliancel- 
lorsville.  During  the  several  days'  engagements  I  was  employed  super- 
intending the  movements  of  the  trains,  in  forwarding  ammunition  and 
supplies  to  the  front  as  they  were  required.  The  roads,  which  at  this 
time  were  nearly  impassable  for  heavy  teams,  were  made  worse  by  the 
heavy  transportation  that  was  constantly  passing  over  them,  and  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  pa(;k-mule  system  as  a  more  ready 
means  of  transportation,  and  for  several  days  all  the  small-arm  ammu- 
nition and  supplies  were  conveyed  on  pack-mules.  Impressed  with  the 
important  and  timely  service  rendered  by  this  system  of  transportation, 
I  improved  the  first  opportunity  to  increase  the  supply.  On  Wednes- 
day, the  Gth  day  of  May,  all  the  transportation  in  this  command 
returned  to  Falmouth  in  a  good  condition  and  ready  for  active  and 
immediate  service.  The  trains  remained  at  this  place  until  the  14th  of 
June.  Early  on  that  day  they  moved  forward  by  way  of  Stafford 
Qourt-House  and  Dumfries,  arriving  near  Fairfax  Station  on  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday,  where  supplies  were  obtained.  On  the  19th  the 
command  moved  to  Oentervillc;  on  the  next  day  to  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
over  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  the  Third  Division  remaining  at  Gaines- 
ville to  protect  the  lines  of  railroad.  The  First  and  Second  Divisions 
moved  on,  arriving  at  the  gap  about  midniglit  of  the  20th.  The  several 
trains  remained  at  the  respective  places  until  morning  of  the  25th,  when 
they  moved  to  Gum  Springs  and  were  joined  by  the  Third  Division 
train.  When  passing  through  Haymarket  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  con- 
siderable force  made  some  demonstration  on  our  rear,  but  no  loss  or 
injury  was  sustained  by  the  train.  On  the  2Gth  the  march  was  con- 
tinned,  arriving  at  Edwards  Ferry  early  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
crossed  tlie  Potomac  Kiver  on  ])ontoon  bridges  and  parked  the  teams  in 
the  vicinity  of  Poolesville,  Md.  Forage  aTid  supplies  were  obtained 
here.  The  next  day  the  train  moved  on  through  Poolesville,  Barnes- 
villc,  and  Hyattsville,  parking  at  Urbana.  On  the  28th  moved  on  to 
and  parked  at  Mouocacy  Junction,  near  Frederick  Oity.  On  the  20th 
the  command  moved  at  8  a.  m.,  passing  through  Liberty  and  Johns- 
ville,  arriving  at  Uniontown  at  11  p.  m.,  having  marched  thirty-one 
miles  during  the  day.  Here  the  train  remained  in  park  to  the  end  of 
the  month.  No  better  evidence  of  the  condition  of  the  trains  could  be 
given  than  that  during  this  march,  embracing  a  period  of  seventeen 
days  and  accomplished  under  many  difficulties,  no  serious  accident  or 
delay  occurred.     The  amount  of  transi)ortation  allowed  by  general 
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orders,  headquarters  Army  of  tbe  Potomac,  bas  been  strictly  adhered 
to,  and  I  Avould  respectfully  suggest  the  following  changes,  which,. in 
my  opinion,  would  add  much  to  the  efiQciency  of  the  movements  of 
trcoi)S  and  safety  of  the  trains: 

I.  During  a  campaign  the  amount  of  necessary  transportation  could 
be  materially  reduced  by  allowing  no  wagons  for  ofldcers'  baggage  or 
supplies,  compelling  them  to  transport  their  shelter-tents,  rations,  &c., 
by  their  horses  [and]  servants.  The  adoption  of  some  plan  of  this  char- 
acter Avould  reduce  the  transportation  of  the  army  fully  20  per  cent, 
and  very  sensibly  increase  its  power  of  rapidity  of  motion. 

II.  The  quantity  of  small  arms  animunition  transported  is  largely  in 
excess  of  the  amount  required.  For  instance,  at  tlie  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  out  of  tifty  teams  loaded  with  small-arms  ammunition,  but 
nine  loads  were  expended,  and  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  where 
this  (;orps  lost  nearly  one-half  of  its  whole  number  in  killed  and  wounded, 
but  fourteen  loads  were  used  out  of  sixty.  Three  wagons  of  the  live 
for  every  1,00  )  men,  now  required  by  existing  orders,  would  be  sufficient 
to  trasisport  more  ammunition  than  has  been  expended  in  any  two  bat- 
tles during  the  war. 

III.  Tiie  transportation  assigned  to  hospital  su])plies  is  about  12 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount.  It  can  and  should  be  reduced  at  least 
one  half. 

IV.  Eveiy  person  connected  with  the  train  should  be  well  armed  with 
navy  revolvers  or  carbines,  so  that  every  train  will  be  able  to  protect 
itself  and  relieve  a  large  number  of  soldiers  who  are  assigned  for  guard 
duty. 

V.  Brakes  that  can  be  operated  by  the  teamster  while  upon  his  team 
should  be  jjlaced  upon  all  the  wagons.  Mucli  time  and  a  large  amount 
of  w  ear  and  tear  could  be  saved  thereby. 

In  the  annexed  table*  is  shown  in  a  consolidated  form  the  property 
forM'hich  I  ain  accountable,  amount  remaining  on  hand,  received,  trans- 
ferred, lost  or  abandoned,  and  the  amount  of  money  received,  disbursed, 
and  remaining  on  hand  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18G3. 
«  •  #  *  *  #  # 

R.  N.  BATCHELDER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  of  Volunteers. 
QUAllTERMASTER  GENERAL  U,  S.  ARMY, 
[11,  12,  10,  21,  25,  27.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Vol.  William  II.  Owen,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  8. 
'  Army,  of  operations  June  3fi,  1863,  to  June  30,  1803. 

Hi)yKS.  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Caul]}  near  Gulpeper,  Va.,  September  I'J,  1863. 
General:  In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  13,  from  your 
affice,  dated  July  22,  18G3,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report : 

On  the  3()th  day  of  June,  1862, 1  was  acting  as  assistant  (juartermas- 
ter  with  the  Second  Brigade,  First  (Kearny's)  Division,  Third  Army 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  same  brigade  to  which  I  had  been 
attached  in  the  same  ca])acity  since  its  formation  in  August,  1861.    It 

*  Omitted. 
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was  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  D.  B.  Biruey,  and  consisted  of  five  regi- 
ments, viz.  Third  and  Fourth  Maine,  Thirty-eighth,  Fortieth,  and  One 
hundred  and  first  New  York.  About  8  p.  m.  of  the  evening  of  Satur- 
day, June  28, 1  received  orders  to  move  the  train  of  the  brigade  across 
White  Oak  Swamp,  to  abandon  all  tents  and  camp  equipage  except 
what  was  absolutely  indispensable,  and  to  carry  all  the  subsistence 
stores  possible.  Throughout  the  brigade  about  thirty  wall  and  a  few 
common  tents  and  a  small  amount  of  clothing  and  camp  equipage  (the 
precise  amount  and  value  of  which  was  never  reported  to  me)  were 
destroyed.  The  train,  consisting  of  forty-two  army  wagons,  left  camp 
about  9  p.  m.  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  toward  White  Oak  Swamp, 
which  was  crossed  about  daylight  without  accident  except  the  loss  of 
one  wagon  (for  which  I  was  not  responsible),  which  broke  down  beyond 
repair.  We  halted  about  9  a.  m.  (Sunday,  29th)  at  Charles  City  Cross- 
Eoads  to  await  orders,  in  company  with  the  greater  part  of  the  trans- 
portation of  the  army,  which  had  crossed  the  swamp  during  the  night. 

Meanwhile  the  battles  of  Peach  Orchard  and  Savage  Station,  the 
cannonading  of  which  was  plainly  audible,  were  being  fought.  During 
the  day  and  night  we  remained  at  the  same  place,  vainly  seeking  orders 
and  vainly  attempting  to  ascertain  the  route  to  be  taken  and  the  time 
to  take  it.  Experience  had  not  then  taught,  what  it  has  since,  the 
value  of  organization  and  the  importance  on  a  march  of  moving  large 
trains,  the  train  of  a  division,  or  even  a  corps,  as  a  unit,  in  one  body, 
with  one  director.  At  that  time  the  division  quartermaster  troubled 
himself  very  little  about  the  movement  of  his  brigade  trains;  the  corps 
quartermaster  not  at  all.  Generally  brigade  trains  were  moved  as 
units,  without  connection  with  other  brigades  of  the  same  division.  In 
the  same  corps,  therefore,  there  were  nine  distinct  and  independent 
trains  instead  of  one,  or  at  most  three.  The  confusion  arising  from 
conflicting  orders  and  conflicting  interests  was  multiplied  in  similar 
proportion. 

Monday  morning,  the  30th,  without  orders  or  definite  information,  we 
joined  the  current  of  wagons  setting  toward  Malvern  Hill  after  a  hard 
fight  for  the  road,  no  officer  being  present  with  authority  to  prescribe 
the  route  that  trains  should  take  or  the  order  of  march.  At  all  narrow 
places  or  cross-roads,  where  other  trains  came  in,  there  was  the  usual 
conflict,  cutting  in  and  breaking  up  the  trains,  degenerating  sometimes 
into  personal  contests  between  officers,  teamsters,  and  wagon-masters, 
and  very  often  in  the  breaking  of  wagons  and  the  killing  or  maiming 
of  public  animals.  With  infinite  labor  I  at  last  got  my  train  into  the 
load  and  together,  and  after  a  few  hours'  march  we  reached  Malvern 
Hill,  on  the  summit  of  which,  overlooking  the  valley  of  James  River, 
I  parked  my  train.  Our  forces  having  retreated  from  Savage  Station 
on  Sunday  night,  made  a  stand  at  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  where  on 
Monday,  the  30th,  was  fought  tlie  battle  of  Glendale  or  Nelson's  Farm, 
while  the  trains  were  moving  from  that  place  to  Malvern  Hill.  During 
the  night  the  troops  again  retreated  and  once  more  made  a  stand  at 
Malvern  Hill,  and  on  Tuesday,  July  1,  was  fought  the  last  and  severest 
of  the  famous  seven-days'  battles.  My  train  had  by  this  time  united 
with  that  of  the  Third  Brigade  (the  First  having  gone  oil'  to  Harrison's 
Landing  by  another  road  on  its  own  account),  and  both  were  now 
under  the  direction  of  Capt.  M.  Pinner,  division  quartermaster.  Nearly 
the  whole  transportation  of  the  army  was  parked  on  the  great  plateau 
of  Malvern  Hill  during  Monday  night,  and'  remained  there  Tuesday 
morning  in  plain  view  of  the  enemy  and  within  easy  reach  of  his  shells. 
It  was  not  until  this  began  to  be  demonstrated  that  the  trains  com- 
menced to  move  down  the  hill  out  of  range.    I  could  not  learn,  though 
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I  sought  tlie  informatiou  in  many  quarters,  that  auy  orders  whatever 
were  given  about  the  trains.  It  would  seeui  that  each  quartermaster 
acted  ou  bis  own  responsibility  and  according  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment, unenlightened  Toy  any  knowledge  of  the  roads,  the  position  of 
the  enemy,  or  the  intended  future  movements  of  our  own  troops.  Our 
own  train  did  not  get  in  range  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  for- 
tunately hidden  from  the  enemy  by  a  clump  of  trees,  and  though  some 
shells  fell  in  close  proximity,  no  damage  was  done.  The  teamsters, 
partly  citizens  (white)  and  partly  soldiers,  showed  no  timidity  or  dis- 
position to  abandon  their  teams.  We  parked  that  night  about  two 
luiles  beyond  Malvern  Hill,  near  Ilaxall's  Landing,  having  been 
informed  that  that  line  of  defense  would  be  held  and  this  would  be  the 
depot  of  supplies.  That  night  it  was  decided  otherwise,  and  before 
morning  nearly  the  whole  army  bad  passed  us,  going  toward  Harri- 
son's Landing.     We  had  received  no  notification  of  the  fact. 

At  daylight  Wednesday,  the  2d,  we  fell  in  with  the  line  of  wagons, 
marching  that  day  about  four  miles,  the  single  road  being  blocked  with 
troops,  artillery,  and  army  wagons,  and  now  become  almost  impassable 
by  reason  of  the  heavy  rain  and  the  passage  of  the  immense  artillery 
trains.  We  passed  that  night  in  the  road  without  unhitching  the  teams 
or  unsaddling  liorses,  expecting  momentarily  to  move  on,  but  unable  to 
do  so,  the  roads  being  blocked  in  front.  Thursday,  July  3,  found  us 
still  in  the  road  not  ten  feet  from  where  we  were  at  dark  the  night 
before.  A  gloomy  and  unpromising  prospect  was  before  us.  We  were 
six  miles  from  Harrison's  Jjanding.  The  whole  army  had  passed. 
Not  a  corporal's  guard  was  left  for  rear  defense.  At  least  1,500  wagons 
in  a  dozen  long  lines,  pointing  toward  a  narrow  road  (i)ossible  but  for 
a  single  line),  struggled  for  precedence  and  neutralized  each  other's 
efibrts  in  the  struggle.  The*  mud  was  almost  unfathomable.  As  the 
day  advanced  with  scarcely  a  diminution  in  the  almost  interminable 
string  of  wagons,  matters  began  to  grow  more  critical.  The  gun-boats 
were  shelling  the  woods  in  our  rear.  The  enemy  might  be  expected 
momentarily.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  them,  if  they  had  chosen 
to  come.  Five  hundred  mounted  resolute  men  might,  in  my  opinion, 
have  captured  1,000  prisoners  and  half  the  transportation  of  the  army. 
Almost  a  panic  ensued.  Many  wagons  stuck  in  the  mud,  which  might 
have  been  extricated  with  a  little  ettbrt,  were  abandoned,  with  their 
loads.  Many  one-horse  ambulances  were  burned.  An  immense  quan- 
tity of  public  stores  and  private  baggage  was  thrown  out  of  the  wagons 
and  i)lundered  and  destroyed  by.  stragglers.  Several  companies  of 
cavalry  sent  to  hurry  up  the  wagons,  and  to  assist  them,  I  suppose,  em- 
ployed their  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men  who  worked  of  their 
own  accord,  in  breaking  open  and  rifling  trunks  and  other  pri\ate 
baggage,  undeterred  by  their  officers,  who  either  would  not  or  could  not 
control  them,  and  were  deaf  to  all  entreaties  for  assistance.  I  saw 
wagons  stuck  in  the  mud  block  the  road  for  half  an  hour  in  front  of  a 
large  squad  of  these  men  without  their  making  the  least  effort  to  extri- 
cate them,  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  regiment  at  the  same  time 
saying  that  be  had  orders  to  destroy  every  wagon  that  had  not  passed 
that  point  by  a  given  time.  I  sent  forward  to  the  brigade  for  a  detail 
of  fifty  men.  They  came  promptly.  By  their  aid  I  not  only  got  my  own 
train  through  without  loss  of  any  kind,  but  was  able  to  render  assist- 
ance to  many  others.  As  the  enemy  did  not  advance  upon  this  road  most 
of  the  wagons  were  saved,  but  it  might  have  easily  been  otherwise. 
Thursday  afternoon  I  reached  the  landing  with  my  train  and  there 
parked.  The  following  day,  July  4,  joined  the  troops,  which  were  in 
cami)  about  one  mile  distant. 
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The  uext  six  weeks  were  occupied  in  reorganizing  the  broken  and 
scattered  ariuy,  in  recruiting  the  physical  forces  of  the  men  and  refur- 
nishing them  with  tlie  clothing  and  camp  equipage,  the  arms  and  mate- 
rial which  had  been  lost,  abandoned,  and  lavishly  wasted.  The  trans- 
portation, so  far  as  my  brigade  is  concerned,  was  good,  and  had  suffered 
very  little  detriment  on  this  severe  march,  but  during  our  stay  at 
Harrison's  Landing  much  of  the  forage  was  bad,  the  hay  rotten,  tlie 
corn  moldy.  The  animals  suffered  accordingly;  many  died.  The 
troops  were  supplied  with  an  almost  entirely  new  outfit  of  clothing  and 
camp  equipage.  Such  had  been  the  severity  of  the  march  and  of  the 
fighting  that  all  incumbrances  had  been  abandoned  or  thrown  away — 
everything  but  the  arms  of  the  men  and  the  clothes  they  stood  in. 
Thursday,  August  14,  the  movement  to  evacuate  the  reiiinsula,  ordered 
some  time  previously,  was  commenced.  August  15,  the  Third  Corps 
broke  up  camp  and  took  the  road  toward  Williamsburg.  August  17, 
reached  Williamsburg.  August  18,  marched  to  Yorktown.  August  20, 
the  troops  embarked  and  sailed  for  Alexandria.  September  5-7,  the 
wagons  and  animals  were  embarked  on  different  transports.  Septem- 
ber 8,  sailed  for  Alexandria.  September  11,  reached  Alexandria.  The 
wagons  remained  at  Yorktown  till  September  5,  no  transportation 
being  provided  for  thein. 

Without,  of  course,  knowing  all  the  causes,  and  therefore  being 
incompetent  to  .judge  whether  or  not  the  delay  in  furnishing  transpor- 
tation for  the  wagons  and  animals  at  Yorktown  might  have  Deen  pre- 
vented, it  was  certainly  an  unfortunate  circumstance,  involving  serious 
results  to  the  troops  and  causing  great  loss  in  animals  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  and  poor  (juality  of  forage  furnished.  With  scarcely  an 
exception,  the  hay  was  rotten,  and  the  grain,  kept  for  many  months  in 
the  same  vessels,  was  so  moldy  as  to  cause  great  fatality  among  the 
animals  that  fed  upon  it.  My  own  losses  were  very  serious  at  this  time, 
though  my  mules  were  not  inferior  in  condition  to  any  in  the  army. 
September  12-14,  the  wagons  and  animals  were  dii^embarked  at  Alex- 
andria, and  immediately  joined  the  troops  then  stationed  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Barnard.  Not  having  been  with  the  troops  during  the  oper- 
ations under  Pope  that  occurred  from  August  25  to  September  1, 1  can- 
not, of  course,  speak  of  them  from  my  own  knowledge,  nor  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  did  anything  occur  during  those  operations  connected  with 
my  own  brigade  pertinent  to  the  present  narrative.  From  the  nature 
of  the  case  during  the  momentous  period  of  forced  marching  and  des- 
perate fighting,  the  troops  unfortunately  derived  very  little  assistance 
from  our  department.  After  the  death  of  Kearny,  General  liirney  took 
command  of  the  division,  and  Colonel  Ward,  of  the  Tliirty-eighth  New 
York,  of  the  brigade.  About  September  12,  General  Stoueman  relieved 
General  Birney,  and  the  division  was  ordered  to  Poolesville  to  guard 
the  lower  fords  of  the  Potomac.  We  left  camp  on  the  evening  of  Sep- 
tember 15,  and  reached  Poolesville  without  particular  event  in  three 
days'  march.  The  brigade  remained  at  Poolesville  about  one  month, 
during  whicli  nothing  of  special  moment  occurred.  October  18,  the 
brigade  moved  about  four  miles  to  the  vicinity  of  White's  Ford,  where 
it  remained  ten  days.  October  20,  the  division  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  AVhite's  Ford,  and  encamped  upon  the  right  bank.  October  30 
marched  to  Leesburg.  November  2,  left  Leesbnrg  and  commenced  the 
march,  which,  with  a  temporary  delay  at  Warrenton,  was  continued 
till  we  reached  Falmouth.  November  5,  tlie  division  reached  Carter's 
Kun,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Waterloo,  where  we  again  united  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  which  had  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Berlin 
and  Harper's  Ferry. 
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During  the  march  some  public  and  private  property,  principally  medi- 
cal stores,  was  left  under  guard  at  the  little  village  of  Mount  Gilead  for 
want  of  transportation,  fifteen  of  the  brigade  teams  Laving  been  ordered 
back  to  the  river  for  subsistence  stores.  This  ])roperty  was  afterward 
captured  by  the  enemy,  together  with  the  guard  left  over  it.  The  inci- 
dent shows  the  importance  of  division  supply  trains,  which  had  not  at 
that  time  been  organized,  at  least  not  throughout  the  army.  November 
14,  General  Stoneman  having  been  placed  in  command  of  the  Third 
Corps,  General  Birney  took  command  of  the  First  Division,  and  I  com- 
menced to  act  as  division  quartermaster.  November  15,  the  army  left 
Warrenton  for  Fredericksburg.  Tlie  Third  Corps,  taking  the  road  by 
Bealeton  Station,  reached  Falmouth  November  20,  and  went  into  camp. 
On  this  march  through  Virginia,  extending  over  a  period  of  twenty 
days,  the  division  to  wliich  I  was  attached  had  no  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  At  Warrenton  the  division  for  the  first  time  received  a 
supply  train.  Made  up  as  it  was  of  convalescent  horses  and  unbroken 
mules,  direct  from  corrals  at  Washington,  it  was  nevertheless  of  assist- 
ance, and  was  the  beginning  of  that  system  which  after  much  experi- 
ence has  at  length  been  reduced  to  great  perfection,  and  been  productive 
of  the  most  beneficial  results.  November  20  to  Decsember  10  no  move- 
ment took  place.  The  tune  was  occupied  in  supplying  the  division  with 
clothing,  none  having  been  received  since  we  left  White's  Ford.  Decem- 
ber 10,  tlie  first  movement  against  the  enemy  at  Fredericksburg  com- 
menced and  was  disastrously  completed  by  the  withdrawal  of  our  army 
across  the  Rappahannock  on  the  10th.  During  this  time  the  trains 
were  moved  down  the  river  a  few  miles  without  crossing,  but  again 
returned  to  the  old  camping  ground.  Nothing  further  of  importance 
occurred  during  the  year.  December  27, 1  was  transferred  to  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  Second  Corps,  Brigadier- General  Howard  commanding. 
January  20,  the  second  attempt  to  cross  tlie  river  was  commenced, 
commonly  called  the  "mud  march."  The  Second  Corps  took  no  ])art 
in  that  march.  From  this  time  to  April  27  tlic  army  remained  in 
wiuter  quarters.  Early  in  the  winter  the  soldiers  had  made  the  usual 
preparation  to  j.rotect  themselves  against  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  were  very  comfortable.  Huts  of  logs  plastered  with  mud 
and  covered  with  D'Abri  tents  were  the  shelter  universally  adopted. 
They  answered  every  purpose,  and  were  not  unhealthful.  The  mules 
and  other  animals  Avere  usually  protected  by  close  hedges  of  pine, 
mostly  uncovered.  They  not  only  did  not  suffer,  but  grew  fat.  April 
27,  commenced  the  celebrated  movement,  eventuating  in  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville  and  the  withdrawal,  a  second  time,  of  our  army  from 
the  right  bank  of  the  liappahannock.  My  division  co-operated  with  the 
Sixth  Corps  under  General  Sedgwick  on  that  occasion.  Crossed  the 
river  at  Fredericksburg,  assisted  in  storming  the  heights,  and  was  left 
to  guard  the  town,  wliich,  after  the  disastrous  result  of  the  battles  at 
Chancellorsville  became  known,  was  again  evacuated  and  tlie  river 
recrossed.  We  returned  to  our  old  camping  ground  or  near  it.  May 
22,  1  was  assigned  by  the  War  Department  to  the  Fifth  Corps,  Majoi-- 
General  Meade  commanding,  as  chief  quartermaster,  and  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  my  duties  there,  June  1.  June  5,  the  Fifth  Corps  (one 
division  having  already  moved)  left  Stoneman's  switch  and  was  posted 
along  the  Rappahannock  River  to  guard  the  fords  from  Banks'  to  Kel- 
ly's, drawing  its  supplies  partly  from  Bealeton,  June  13,  the  corps  com- 
menced moving  northward,  passing  through  Morrisville,  Catlett's  Sta- 
tion, Manassas  Junction,  Centerville,  Gum  Springs,  and  Aldie,  reaching 
the  latter  place  June  19.  While  at  Aldie,  the  corps  co-operated  efficiently 
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with  Pleasonton  iu  his  operation  against  the  rebel  cavalry.  June  26,  left 
Aldie,  marching  through  Leesburg,  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Edwards 
Ferry,  and  camping  near  the  mouth  of  Monocacy,  a  march  of  about 
twenty  miles.  June  27,  marched  to  Ballinger's  Creek,  within  three 
miles  of  Frederick  City.  June  28,  General  Meade  assumed  command 
of  the  army,  and  the  next  day  the  corps,  under  Major-General  Sykes, 
commenced  its  marcli  northward,  camping  that  night  at  Liberty.  June 
30,  contiuued  the  march,  jiassing  thiough  Uuiontown  and  camped  at 
Union  Mills  after  a  march  of  twenty  miles.  The  corps  during  the  next 
four  days  marclied  to  Hanover  in  Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Gettysburg, 
where  it  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  our  line,  and  took  prominent  part 
iu  the  great  battle  there  fought.  The  trains  had  been  turned  back, 
July  1,  from  Hanover  and  sent  to  Westminster,  twenty-three  miles 
from  Gettysburg,  where  they  remained  till  after  the  battle,  and  again 
rejoined  the  corps  at  Middletown.  This  brings  me  to  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  and  consequently  of  my  narrative.* 

W.  H.  OWEN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  of  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[11,  12, 19,  21,  25,  27.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  Miller^  First  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  First  Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  July  5,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructious  from  headquarters,  I  respect- 
fully report  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  iu  the  battles  of  Allen's 
Farm,  Savage  Station,  Nelson's  Farm,  and  Malverton : 

Colonel  Sully  having  been  placed  in  command  of  the  brigade,  owing 
to  t^e  illness  of  General  Gorman,  I  took  command  of  the  regiment. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo  we  took  up  our  line  of  march 
from  Fair  Oaks,  and  fell  back  to  Allen's  farm,  Avhen  the  enemy 
attacked  us  in  force.  For  several  hours,  and  until  he  retired,  our  artil- 
lery and  infantry  were  hotly  engaged.  Here  my  regiment  supported 
the  Khode  Island  battery,  and  was  considerably  exposed  to  tlie  shells 
of  the  enemy,  which  it  sustained  with  its  usual  coolness  and  gallantry. 
From  this  point  we  started  about  noon  for  Savage  Station,  distant 
about  two  miles,  where  we  rested  until  about  4.30  or  5  p.  m.,  when  the 
enemy  again  commenced  a  fierce  and  terrible  attack  with  artillery  and 
infantry.  General  Sedgwick  directed  me  to  follow  (^leneral  Burns,  who 
was  gallantly  advancing  across  the  iield  to  meet  the  foe,  and  to  hold 
my  regiment  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  behind  his  line  of  bat- 
tle as  a  support.  It  soon  became  evident  that  he  was  being  outflanked 
upon  the  left,  and  under  his  directions  I  advanced  to  that  position  on 
his  line  under  a  most  galling  fire  of  shell  and  musketry,  which  was 
returned  with  great  efl'ect.  In  a  few  moments  my  left,  too,  was  out- 
flanked, when  I  threw  seven  of  my  comi)anies  at  nearly  right  angles 
with  the  line  of  battle,  extending  one  to  the  left  and  advancing  another 
to  the  front  as  skirmishers;  and  held  the  ground  until  the  Vermont 
regiment  advanced  to  our  assistance.  Here  we  remained  slightly 
changing  our  position  as  circumstances  required,  until  dark,  when,  the 

'TLe  remainder  of  tliis  report,  relating  siioei.illy  to  administrative  duties  &c  is 
omitted.  '        '' 
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enemy  having  been  driven  back,  we  were  ordered  to  resume  our  march. 
That  gallant  officer,  General  Burns,  said  to  me  on  the  next  day,  "Your 
regiment  did  nobly,  sir,"  and  1  heartily  concur  in  the  sentiment.  On 
June  30,  at  the  battle  of  Nelson's  Farm,  my  regiment  was  marched  and 
countermarched,  sometimes  at  double-quick,  to  different  points  of 
attack,  and  finally,  under  direction  of  General  Dana,  about  sunset,  the 
men  threw  away  their  knapsacks,  blankets,  &c.,  and  charged  upon  the 
Ibe  at  a  point  in  the  edge  of  the  wood  which  had  just  been  abandoned 
by  another  Union  regiment.  We  took  the  ground,  and  occupied  the 
fi-ont  of  the  line,  under  a  heavy  and  continuous  fire.  Here  we  were 
attacked  ui)on  my  right  about  dark  by,  as  we  learned  from  wounded 
prisoners,  the  Sixteenth  North  Carolina  Eegiment,  but  a  few  well- 
directed  rounds  from  my  line  in  that  vicinity  caused  the  enemy  to  has- 
tily retire,  with  considerable  loss.  At  midnight,  in  obedience  to 
instructions,  I  withdrew.  At  Malverton,  on  July  1,  my  regiment  was 
for  a  considerable  time  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  after 
which  it  was  placed  in  front  in  line  of  battle,  and  occupied  the 
position  until  the  next  morning,  when  we  were  marched  to  this  vicinity. 
I  append  a  list  of  casualties  to  the  regiment  (during  the  three  days 
named),  a  detail  of  which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  practicable. 
With  a  few  exceptions  our  entire  loss  occurred  at  Savage  Station. 
Killed,  6;  wounded,  47;  missing,  37 ;  total,  90.  To  my  officers  and  men 
I  feel  deeply  indebted  for  the  coolness,  courage,  and  patience  exhib- 
ited under  the  many  trying  circumstances  through  Avhich  we  have  just 
passed. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  MILLER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commandinij. 
Capt.  Daniel  Hebard, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Gorman's  Brigade. 

[11-J  

Bep'orts  of  Col  E.  Biddle  Roberts  and  Maj.  Lemuel  Todd,  First  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves,  of  operations  Jtme  26-30. 

Hdqks.  First  Kegt.,  Pennsylvania  Kesekve  Corps, 

July  d,  1862. 

Colonel:  In  accordance  with  directions  received  from  the  general 
commanding,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  particulars  of 
the  engagement  which  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  June  26  at  Beaver 

Creek  Dam :  ,       .         ^ .,  • 

During  the  course  of  the  morning  of  that  day  four  of  the  companies, 
to  wit.  Company  B  (Captain  Barton),  Company  H  (Captain  l)wm). 
Company  I  (Captain  Kaufman),  and  Company  K  (Lieutenant  Sadler, 
commanding),  had  been  sent  forward  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mclntire  as  a  fatigue  party  to  work  upon  rifle-pits  near 
Mechanicsville,  taking  with  them  their  arms  and  accoutermeuts  only, 
and  Companies  C  (Lieutenant  Coates)  and  F  (Lieutenant  Huddleson) 
were  engaged  completing  an  earth-work  in  front  of  Captam  De  Hart  s 
battery.  Company  A  (Captain  Hooton)  being  absent  at  General 
McCall's  headquarters,  1  was  left  with  but  three  companies,  to  wit: 
Company  D  (Captain  Hess),  Company  E  (Captain  Nefl),  and  Company 
G  (Captain  Dobson).  About  2  o'clock  I  received  direction  from  Gen- 
eral Reynolds  to  call  in  the  companies  under  command  of  Lieutenant;^ 
Colonel  Mclntire.    The  order  was  sent  to  them  by  the  adjutant,  and  I 
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also  called  in  the  companies  at  work  near  De  Hart's  battery.  A  few 
moments  after  receiving  this  order  tlic  enemy  opened  ou  us  Mitli  scat- 
tering shell.  In  a  short  time  General  Seymour  arrived  and  informed 
me  that  he  had  given  Lieuteuant-Colonel  Mclntire  orders  to  remain 
out  near  Mechanicsville  and  use  three  of  his  comijauies  as  skirmishers 
and  one  as  a  reserve,  and  directing  me  at  the  same  time  to  deploy  two 
companies,  one  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left  of  De  Hart's  battery 
for  its  support.  Company  D  (Captain  Hess)  was  at  once  thrown  out 
ou  the  right,  and  Company  G  (Captain  Dobson)  on  the  left.  He  also 
directed  me  to  throw  the  remaining  companies  of  the  regiment  in  the 
rear  of  some  temporary  shelter  in  camp,  which  I  did.  These  disposi- 
tions had  scarcely  been  completed  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mclntire 
arrived  with  Companies  B  (Captain  Barton)  and  II  (Captain  Dwin), 
having  sent  the  other  two  companies  (1,  Cajitaiu  Kaufman,  and  K, 
Lieutenant  Sadler)  in  advance  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  section 
of  Cooper's  battery.  General  Beynolds  arrived  at  this  mouient  and 
directed  me  to  fall  back  into  a  road  and  place  the  men  behind  a  Ledge, 
which  was  done.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mclntire  reported  to  me  that  his 
skirmishers  engaged  the  enemy,  discharged  seven  or  eiglit  volleys 
upon  them,  then  fell  back  upon  the  rifle-pits,  and  there  fired  upon  them 
again,  and  then  joined  the  regiment  in  good  order.  While  remaining 
in  the  road,  posted  as  I  have  stated,  under  a  continuous  lire  of  shell, 
the  ofdcers  and  men  of  the  regiment  behaved  with  a  marked  intrepidity 
and  coolness.  Between  4  and  5  o'clock  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Keynolds  to  advance  up  the  road  tOAvard  Mechanicsville  and  form  upon 
the  right  in  rear  of  a  woods,  supporting  Cooper's  battery.  After 
advancing  through  the  woods  1  took  position  upon  the  crest  of  a  hill  to 
the  right  of  some  rifle-pits  and  a  battery,  and  in  front  of  Avhere  another 
was  soon  after  planted.  The  regiment  had  scarcely  gained  this  posi- 
tion when  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  below,  opened  upon  me  a 
galling  tire  of  musketry,  which  was  particularly  severe  upon  the  right 
of  the  line.  This  tire  was  returned  by  the  regiment  promptly  and  most 
effegitively,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  we  had  driven  them  from  the 
woods  and  silenced  their  musketry.  Occasional  shots  were,  however, 
heard,  though  no  injury  was  done  by  them.  About  5  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  we  left  the  field  under  orders.  I  regret  to  append 
a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  as  a  passing  tribute  to  those  who 
fell  can  only  say  that  they  were  among  the  bravest  and  best  that  we 
had.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  ofQcers  and  men  of  the  regiment  for 
united  good  conduct  and  intrepid  valor,  and  more  especially  to  Lieut. 
Col.  H.  M.  Mclntire,  Maj.  Lemuel  Todd,  and  Adjt.  W.  W.  Stewart,  for 
the  prompt,  self-sacrificing,  and  energetic  manner  with  which  they 
carried  out  the  orders  given  them. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  losses  in  the  regiment:  Aggregate 

Killed,  7;  wounded,  20;  missing,  C.  1  take  occasion  again  to  express 
my  acknowledgments  to  both  officers  and  men  for  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  during  the  action  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  which  the  losses  were 
as  follows.* 

11.  BIDDLE  ROBERTS, 
Colonel  First  Regiment,  Fennsylvatiia  Reserve  Corps. 

The  foregoing  reports  were  made  by  Colonel  Roberts  and  sent  to  bri- 
gade headquarters,  but  supposing  them  to  have  been  lost,  the  above 
copies  are  handed  in.  In  the  engagement  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  regi- 
ment was  charged  with  the  support  of  Cooper's  battery  and  ordered  to 


7  kill 


Xoniinal  list  (omitted")  shows  7  killed,  20  woinided,  aud  6  missing  ou  June  26  aud 
iUed,  29  wounded,  and  37  luissinfj  on  .Tunc  27.  ' 
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rely  exclusively  upon  the  bayonet.  When  the  order  to  charge  on  the 
enemy  was  given,  owing  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  order  the  three 
left  companies  charged  toward  the  left  along  with  a  portion  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment,  and  drove,  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods,  completely  routing 
them  and  taking  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  remaining  six  companies 
(Company  A  not  being  with  the  regiment)  charged  the  enemy  as  they 
advanced  on  Cooper's  battery,  and  drove  them  back  into  the  woods  on 
the  right  of  the  battery,  after  which  they  retired  to  their  original  posi- 
tion. On  the  enemy  approaching  a  second  time,  they  charged  again, 
and  a  second  time  drove  them  back  into  the  woods,  and  again  retired 
to  their  first  position.  Wlien  the  enemy  apytroached  in  tbrce  against 
the  battery  on  the  right  of  the  regiment  the  third  charge  was  made 
against  them,  with  like  effect  as  the  others.  Before  the  regiment  could 
rally  they  were  attacked  on  the  left  flank  by  a  large  force  and  com- 
pelled to  retire.  The  three  left  companies  were  under  the  command  of 
Maj.  L.  Todd  and  the  six  companies  under  command  of  Col.  R.  Biddle 
Roberts,  assisted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mclntire.  During  the  entire 
engagement  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  gallantry  and  courage. 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  regiment  suffered  severely  among  its  oiticers, 
many  of  them  being  wounded  and  others  supposed  to  be  killed,  as  they 
are  missing  and  of  whom  we  have  no  account.  Trevious  to  the  engage- 
ment the  regiment  was  out  on  picket  duty  about  two  miles  in  front  of 
the  battle-field,  and  discovered  the  enemy  advancing  in  force,  when 
they  retired  to  camp  and  took  the  position  assigned  them  in  the  action. 
I  append  a  list  of  the  losses.*  1  make  the  foregoing  report  in  the 
absence  of  Colonel  Roberts,  who  is  not  on  duty  by  reason  of  sickness. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEML.  TODD, 
Major,  Comdg.  First  Regiment^  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oenebal, 

First  Brigade,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps. 

[11.1 


Report    of    Lieut.    Col.    William    MoCandless,    Second    Pennsylvania 
Reserves,  of  operations  June  2G-30. 

Hdqks.  2d  Rbgt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

July  1, 1802. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  the 
26th  instant  at  Mechanicsville  the  Second  Regiment  occupied  and  main- 
tained the  right  of  the  brigade  immediately  on  the  right  flank  of  Cap- 
tain Cooper's  battery,  and  on  line  therewith,  sustaining  the  following 
losses,  viz,  killed,  7;  wounded,  1  lieutenant  and  33  men  (34);  missing, 
7,  out  of  a  force  of  371  men,  the  whole  force  engaged.  In  the  action  of 
the  27th  instant,  held  at  Gaines'  Mill,  the  Second  Regiment  was  ordered 
by  General  Reynolds  into  a  wood  upon  our  left,  from  which  a  number 
of  regiments  had  been  repulsed  earlier  in  the  day.  The  officers  and 
men  maintained  their  ground  manfully  for  some  time  against  the  gall- 
ing cross  fire  of  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  rebels,  but  were  finally 
forced  to  retire  into  the  open  field,  when  the  regiment  was  again  driven 
back  to  the  rear  of  our  camp,  sustaining  a  loss  of,  killed,  4 ;  in  wounded, 
1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  and  22  men  (24);  missing,  20,  out  of  an  aggregate 
force  of  321  men  engaged.    In  the  action  of  yesterday,  ."^Oth  instant, 

*  Nominal  Jist  (omitted)  shows  11  killed,  85  wounded,  and  38  missing. 
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the  regiment  was  formed  iu  line  of  i)iittle  on  tlie  left  in  the  woods  in  tlie 
rear  of  Oa])tain  Cooper's  battery.  The  rebels  having  forced  back  our 
lines,  we  were  ordered  forward,  and  advanced  up  the  hill  beyond  the 
battery  and  lormed  line  in  rear  of  some  rising  ground.  At  this  point, 
attempting  to  charge  the  rebels  in  the  woods,  the  line  was  broken  and 
the  regiment  hurled  back  to  its  original  position,  where  it  formed,  along 
with  broken  fragments  of  other  regiments,  and  maintained  its  fire  until 
relieved  by  others.  The  hst  of  the  casualties  were  2  men  killed;  1 
major,  1  captain,  2  heutenants,  and  2G  men  wounded  (rJO) ;  missing,  51, 
out  of  an  aggregate  force  of  278  engaged,  leaving  now  in  line  for  duty 
195.  This  is  a  detailed  list  of  casualties,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
informed. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c,, 

WILLIAM  MoCANDLESS, 
TAevf.  Gol,  Comdg.  Second  Begt.,  Penmylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps. 

(Captain  Olakk, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Seymoitr^s  Brigade. 

[11-]  

Report  of  Lieut.  Gol.  Joseph  W.  Fisher,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of 

operations  Jvne  36-30. 

Hdqes.  Fifth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 

July  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  Orders,  No.  — ,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  statement  of  the  positions  and  Avork  of  this  regiment  in 
the  recent  battles  near  Richmond : 

On  Thursday,  2Cth  of  June,  the  Fifth  Regiment,  in  connection  with 
the  First  RiHes  (usually  denominated  Bucktails),  were  detailed  for 
picket  along  the  Chickahomiuy.    Early  in  the  day  the  enemy  made  his 
appearance  on  the  right  of  our  line,  when  a  brisk  skirmishing  was  com- 
menced and  [kept]  uji  unt  il  theafternoon,  when  the  two  regiments  retired 
to  Beaver  Run,  a  small  stream  north  of  Mechanicsville.     Our  regiment 
was  posted  along  the  margin  of  a  ])iece  of  woodland.     Skirmishers 
were  thrown  out  in  front  and  one  company  posted  in  a  rudely  con- 
structed rifle-pit  a  little  to  the  right  and  front  of  our  right  flank.     I 
was  put  in  command  of  the  skirmishers  and  rifle-pit.    About  3.30 
o'clock  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  in  large  force,  when  a  terrific 
fire  was  opened  and  kept  uj)  until  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  retired, 
leaving  large  numbers  of  killed  and  wounded  on  the  field.    Tlie  Fifth 
Regiment  lost  iu  this  engagement  7  killed,  64  wounded,  and  12  missing. 
It  would  be  hard  to  make  any  distinction  in  re])orting  the  conduct  of 
officers  and  men  in  this  engagement,  as  all  behaved  with  the  most  con- 
summate coolness  and  bravery.     Our  regiment  lay  down  on  the  field 
just  in  rear  of  our  line  of  battle,  but  received  an  order  about  midnight 
to  march,  which  we  did,  and  halted  at  Gaines'  Hill  aud  participated  in 
the  battle  of  27th  ultimo.    Our  regiment  was  ordered  to  take  a  ])osition 
near  the  right,  which  we  took  and  held  for  nearly  four  hours  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  our  ofiicers  and  men  behaving  with  great  cool- 
ness and  courage.     We  were  kept  under  fire  until  our  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  when  our  right  flank  was  attacked  by  a  brigade  of  the 
enemy  and  we  were  forced  to  retire,  which  we  did  in  good  order.     In 
this  engagement  we  lost:  Killed,  5,  among  Avhich  was  Oapt.  R.  W. 
Sturrock,  Company  F;  wounded,  43;  missing,  8.    Most  of  our  missing 
iu  both  engagements  have  since  returned.    At  the  battle  of  the  30th 
ultimo  the  Fifth  Regiment  again  occupied  an  important  position.    Col- 
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oiiel  Simmons,  of  the  Fifth  Eeffimcnt,  was  in  command  of  the  First 
Brigade  m  phice  of  General  Iteynolds,  wlio  had  been  talicn  prisoner  on 
the  L'7th.  The  coinraand  of  the  regiment  was  intrusted  to  me.  Soon 
alter  the  battle  commenced,  I  was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's  right 
with  parts  of  the  Fiftli,  Eighth,  Ninth,  and  Tenth  Itegiments.  The 
charge  was  inade,  tlie  enemy  routed,  and  over  1(»0  prisoners  taken, 
llie  troops  engaged  in  the  charge  Avere  rallied  and  placed  in  position 
to  make  another  dash  at  the  enemy,  but  before  this  could  be  done  the 
enemy  came  <m  us  in  such  overwhelming  force  as  to  compel  us  to  retire. 
In  this  encounter  the  Fifth  lost  several  valuable  ofdcers  and  men. 
Among  the  former  were  the  gallant  Col.  S.  G.  Simmons,  of  the  Fifth 
1  ennsylvania  Eeserves,  who  fell  while  gallantly  urging  and  leading 
his  1 '■-  -^^ "      "     ■    '  '■•  ~  -    -     " 

men 

Company  ^  

Company  U;  Lieutenant  HildebraTid,"Compa'ny  G,  all  of  whom  were 
severely  wounded  and  missing— probably  afterward  taken  prisoners. 
(.)ur  loss  in  killed  is  .T ;  wounded,  G7 ;  missing  59.  Many  of  the  wounded 
and  missing  are  undoubtedly  since  dead.  Here  again  our  oflicers  and 
men  behaved  most  admirably.  I  cannot  but  mention  as  deserving  par- 
ticular notice  Major  Dare,  of  the  Fifth,  to  whom  as  much  as  to  any 
other  is  due  the  splendid  success  of  the  charge  on  the  right.  Adjutaiit 
Maso7i,  although  severely  wounded,  remained  at  his  post  during  the 
entire  day,  doing  his  duty  faithfully.  Aggregate  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  in  three  engagements,  270. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  FISHElt, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Commanding  Fifth  Regiment,  Fennsylvania  liescrves. 
Capt.  J.  0.  Clark, 

Ansisiant  Adjutant-  General. 
[11.] 


Report  of  TAeut.  Col.  JTenri/  B.  McKean,  Sixth  Pennnylmnia  Reserves,  of 
operations  Jiinv  SS'-July  1. 

IIdqrs.  Cth  llE(JT.  Infty.,  Pennsylvania  Rksrrvk  CoRrs, 

Harrison's  Landinq,  July  10,  18G2. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  circular  just  received  from  division  headquarters, 
requiring  a  report  of  the  action  of  regiments,  &c.,  1  have  to  state  that 
the  Sixth  IJegimeut  participated  in  no  engagement  recently.  The  regi- 
ment was  stationed  at  Tnnstall's  from  the  15th  day  of  June  to  tiie  28th 
of  the  same  month,  excei)t  that  the  left  wing  was  detached  on  the  19th 
and  placed  on  duty  at  Wliite  House  Landing.  On  the  28th  the  bat- 
talion at  Tnnstall's  received  orders  from  General  Stonemau  to  retire 
to  White  House.  Jt  reached  the  landing  about  G  o'clo(;k  that  evening. 
Here  the  whole  regiment  embarked  upon  a  steam  transport  and  pro- 
ceeded down  the  Pamunkey  and  York  Rivers  to  Fortress  M(mroe,  and 
thence  up  James  Uiver  to  Harrison's  Landing,  where  it  arrived  Tuesday 
evening,  July  ] ,  1802. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  J'..  McKEAK, 
TAeutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  James  C.  Clark, 

Assistant  A djiitant- Ocneral. 

rii.j 

8  l^  R- 
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Beport  of  Capt.  Daniel  S.  Porter,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  lieserves,  of 

operations  June  27-30. 

Hdqrs.  11th.  Rbgt.,  Pennsylvania  Eesekve  Vol.  Corps, 

July  10,  1862. 

My  report  Of  the  6tli  instant  embraced  the  casualties  of  the  regi- 
ment as  nigh  as  conld  be  ascertained.  On  the  27th  day  of  June, 
1862,  as  our  regiment  was  marching  to  the  battle-ground,  I  was  detailed 
■with  my  company  to  put  helves  into  600  axes.  Oji  this  account  I 
know  nothing  personally  of  the  operations  or  position  of  the  regiment 
in  the  battle.  But  from  the  best  information  received,  the  Eleventh 
Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  in  connection  with  the  Fourth 
Kew  Jersey  Regiment,  at  about  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  relieved  the 
Third  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  in  the  woods.  After  this 
I  can  learn  nothing  of  them  except  from  stragglers,  who  say  they  were 
surrounded.  About  GOO  men  of  our  regiment  are  missing  in  this  battle, 
including  the  field  officers  and  all  tlie  line  officers,  except  myself  and 
Lieutenants  Sloan,  Stewart,  and  Mills.  Captain  Louden,  of  Company 
0,  was  absent  at  liome  sick.  In  the  battle  of  Monday,  June  30,  1862, 
I  took  about  106  men  into  action.  Tliese  I  divided  into  two  companies. 
Lieutenant  Sloan  commanding  the  left  company  and  myself  tlie  right. 
We  were  placed  on  the  left  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Corps,  and  acted  under  command  of  Colonel  Harvey.  The 
Eleventh  Regiment  became  engaged  in  the  action  about  5  p.  m.  The 
Eleventh  and  Seventh  Regiments  were  stationed  about  ten  paces  in 
rear  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  which  was 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  battery.  Shortly  after  the  action  com- 
menced the  Seventh  and  Eleventh  Regiments  marched  to  the  right  of 
the  Fourth  Eegiment  and  moved  down  in  column  by  division  toward 
the  woods  in  front.  In  this  position  a  charge  bayonet  was  made.  The 
men  became  scattered  and  confused.  However,  they  rallied  on  the  col- 
ors of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps.  They 
then  fell  back  in  pretty  good  order  to  the  battery.  The  Fourth  then 
advanced  to  the  front.  The  Seventh  and  Eleventh  in  a  short  time 
made  another  charge  with  better  success.  Every  inch  was  contested. 
My  boys  only  left  the  field  when  night  put  an  end  to  the  fray.  Out  of 
106  men  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  who  went  into  this  action,  34  are 
either  killed,  wounded,  or  missing.  This,  1  believe,  embodies  the  prin- 
cipal positions  and  operations  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Corps,  in  the  actions  of  June  27  and  30,  1802. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAN    S.  PORTER, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Eleventh  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps. 

General  Seymour. 
[11.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Ehen  G.  Scott,  Battery  G,  Fifth  U.   8.  Artillery,  of 

operations  June  26-27. 

Camp  near  James  River,  Va.,  July  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  Battery  C,  Fifth  Regiment  Artillery,  IT.  S.  Army,  Capt. 
H.  V.  De  Hart  commanding,  in  the  actions  of  the  26th  and  27th  of 
June,  1862 : 

In  the  action  of  26th  of  June,  1802,  the  battery  opened  fire  upon  the 
enemy  about  5  p.  m.  and  ceased  firing  about  8.30  p.  m.    Its  position 
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was  iu  front  of  the  Hudson  house,  behind  a  partially  finished  parapet, 
a  mile  east  of  Mechanicsville.  After  the  range  had  been  obtained  the 
firing  proceeded  -with  rapidity  till  it  ceased,  and  with  the  effect  of 
repelling  the  several  attacks  made  upon  it  by  the  enemy.  No  move- 
ments were  made,  except  that  tlie  right  section,  under  First  Lieut.  E.  tr. 
Scott,  was  sent  about  fifty  rods  to  the  right,  where  it  remained  until 
relieved  by  a  section  of  Battery  G,  First  Peunsylvauia,Artillery,  and 
that  Lieut.  G.  Y.  Weir  was  sent  to  the  front  and  left  with  one  piece, 
wliicli  under  Ids  direction  did  good  service.  The  bearing  of  the  ofQcers 
and  men  iu  this  engagement  deserves  the  highest  credit.  For  casual- 
ties reference  is  respectfully  made  to  my  report  of  July  5,  18G2.  The 
command  slept  upon  the  field,  and  retired  iu  good  order  at  3  a.  m.  June 
27,  18C2.  In  the  action  of  June  27,  18G2,  the  battery  remained  in  its 
first  position  till  about  midday,  when  it  took  a  position  upou  the  bluff, 
where  it  could  sweep  the  plain  beneath  and  the  woods  in  front.  It  was 
then  near  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  About  0  p.  ni.  it  changed  its 
position  about  eighty  rods  to  tlie  right,  and  entered  the  engagement  in 
its  j)ositiou  on  the  right  of  the  artillery  brigade  of  McCall's  division. 
For  some  ten  minutes  after  coming  into  battery  the  firing  could  uot 
commence  on  account  of  the  dense  mass  of  fugitives  that  filled  the 
space  iu  front  of  the  guns  between  the  battery  and  the  woods.  This 
undoubtedly  gave  to  the  enemy  an  advantage  wbich  they  were  not  slow 
to  take,  and  which  became  an  impossibility  to  retake.  After  the  firing 
commenced  it  continued  uninterruptedly  till  forced  to  cease.  Canister 
and  spherical  case  were  used,  with  a  great  preponderance  of  the 
former,  and  with  the  effect  of  driving  back  the  enemy  with  great  loss 
and  confusion  from  his  repeated  charges.  For  some  time  before  the 
firing  ceased  the  smoke  became  so  packed  before  the  guns  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  aiming,  and  this,  too,  gave  the  enemy  an  advan- 
tage of  conducting  his  movements  unseen — an  advantage  which  resulted 
in  his  flanking  the  battery,  capturing  several  pieces,  and  driving  the 
remainder  from  the  field.  At  G.30  ]).  m.  the  three  pieces  and  caissons 
thatTemained  of  the  battery  had  retreated,  owing  to  the  battery  being 
flanked  upou  the  left  and  the  object  of  a  musketry  fire  that  rendered 
its  further  movements  impossible.  Had  the  infantry  supports  main- 
tained their  position  the  battery  could  uot  have  been  taken,  and  even 
as  it  was  the  day  might  not  have  been  lost  to  us  had  not  our  own  cav- 
alry, whom  we  at  first  took  to  be  that  of  the  enemy,  rushed  in  disgrace- 
ful flight  pell-mell  through  our  intervals  while  we  were  changing  front 
to  a  position  whence  we  could  sweep  the  field.  After  retreating  three- 
qnarters  of  a  mile  two  pieces  again  went  into  battery  and  assisted  iu 
checking  the  pursuit  by  their  fire  of  shell.  Here,  by  order  of  Briga- 
dier-General Seymour,  the  commanding  ofiicer,  Lieut  E.  G.  Scott,  iu 
place  of  Capt.  H.  V.  De  Hart,  Avounded,  reported  to  Captain  Smead, 
Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery.  Of  the  bearing  of  tlie  otticers  and  men  in  this 
action  the  commanding  olficer  cannot  speak  too  highly.  Not  a  man 
flinched  or  wavered  or  made  the  first  motion  toward  retiring  till  the 
order  of  retreat  was  given,  and  then  such  as  had  pieces  left  withdrew 
in  good  order  with  them,  and  such  as  had  not  attached  themselves  to 
the  detaclmients  that  had,  this  being  the  more  creditable  to  them  from 
the  few  examples  of  like  action  being  set  by  the  crowd  around  them. 
In  view  of  tlie  above  remarks  I  trust  I  may  not  be  deemed  inconsistent 
in  calling  attention  to  the  courage  and  coolness  of  Lieut.  G.  V.Weir, 
not  only  during  the  action,  but  as  displayed  on  the  retreat  by  doing  his 
utmost  by  voice  and  example  to  stay  the  panic,  and  by  his  placing  the 
two  guns  alluded  to  above  iu  battery  and  shelling  the  enemy  till  the 
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I)ursuit  was  stopped.  I  would  likewise  res])ectfully  call  attention  to  the 
soldier-like  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  For  casualties, 
I  refer  respt-ctfully  to  my  report  of  Jnly  r>,  1802.* 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  <i.  SOOTT, 
Lieutenant,  Comdfj.  ISattery  (J,  Fifth  Art iUcrij,  U.  S.  Army. 
Caiitaiu  (Jlark, 

Ansistant  Adjutimt- General,  Seymour's  JJioiniou. 
111.1 


Memorandum   of   Capt.   Jiimcs    Thompson,  Battery    G,  Second    U.   8. 
Artillery,  of  operations  June  50.i 

Oami'  of  Oompany  G,  Second  Artillery, 

Near  Jlarrison^s  Jjandiiuj,  July  1:.',  1S(>2. 
General:  Your  very  kind  note  has  this  moment  been  handed  to  me. 
It  aHords  me  i)k'iisure  to  comply  with  your  recpicst.  After  1  saw  you 
with  General  Meade  the  position  of  my  battery  was  clianged  by  General 
Kearny's  order  so  as  to  be  nearly  jiarallel  with  the  New  Market  road. 
From  this  1  deployed  iu  echelon  from  tlie  right  and  came  into  "action 
left,"  the  section  iu  front  having  retired  about  the  time  tlie  enemy 
opened  on  your  division.  The  left  piece  was  near  Kandol's  right  one, 
a  little  retired.  When  tlie  Jiring  oi)ened  iu  your  division  I  think  I'an- 
dol  moved  his  battery  forward  and  clianged  front  slightly  to  his  left 
(of  this  I  am  Jiot  positive).  The  rebels  appeared  in  force  on  our  front 
about  4.30  p.  m.  I  opened  with  spherical  case  as  they  came  from  the 
woods  iu  frout.  They  contiiuied  advancing  in  line  rapidly,  stooping 
down  and  firing  until  within  about  1 50  yards,  when  wc  poured  a  couple  of 
rounds  of  canister  into  tliem.  They  faltered  somewhat,  but  soon  ralUed 
and  attem])ted  to  capture  the  battery.  We  gave  them  double  canister 
without  sponging,  and  v.'hcji  about  thirty  yards  from  our  guixs  the 
infeintry  charged  Ihem,  and  I  ceased  liring  for  a  moment.  They  were 
forced  back  with  great  slaughter.  The  supports  did  not  pursue  except 
to  turu  the  rebels  l)ack,  but  opened  iu  front  of  my  guns  and  fell  down, 
and  I  poured  canister  in  again.  When  tlie  enemy  fell  back  about  150 
yards  they  dropped  down  and  kept  up  a  constant  hre.  They  made 
three  successive  eliarges,  which  were  repulsed  in  the  same  manner,  and 
1  left  the  field,  as  General  Kearny  says  in  his  report,  when  1  had 
"expended  all  my  grape  and  liad  become  tired  of  the  futility  of  round 
shot"  (as  I  remember  it).  The  battery  retired  from  the  field  about  7.30, 
not  a  loot  of  ground  having  been  gained  by  the  enemy.  The  strangest 
part  to  me  is  how  Kandol's  battery  was  taken  so  near  mine.  Twice  we 
liad  to  resist  attack  cmning  directly  over  his  deserted  guns  (though 
I  saw  but  little;  1  was  on  horseback  in  the  midst  of  smoke,  &c.,  much 
occupied,  keeping  up  my  drivers  and  cannoneers).  A  limber  from  some 
battery  on  our  left  came  dashing  into  my  caissons  and  comi)letely 
upset  two  (six  horses  and  no  drivers).  After  exhausting  canister,  we 
put  in  double  spherical  case,  cut  minimum.  We  lost  ojie  gun,  but  it 
was  after  limbering  and  getting  partly  off  the  field— a  trace  broke,  and 
while  they  Mere  getting  the  spare  one  (I  have  one  on  each  limber)  the 
hor.ses  were  shot  and  drivers  wounded.  We  sent  back,  but  could  not 
get  it  off.  The  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hays 
behaved  nobly,  jumping  up  and  charghig  gloriously.  My  own  men 
worked  brav'ely  and  manfully. 


"Embodied  in  tables,  Vol.  XI,  Part  II,  ■\>\>.  39,  40. 
t  See  lejiurts,  Vol.  XI,  Part  II,  pj).  170,  17? 
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Captiiiu  Thompson's  compliments  to  General  Seymour,  regretting 
Ills  inability  to  present  a  better  mcmorandnin  today.  The  very  great 
pressure  ^of  other  raattors— less  pleasant,  however— has  prevented 
Captain  Tliomjjson  i'roin  giving  the  matter  that  attention  he  would 
greatly  d<'sire  it  should  have.  The  general  will  please  accept  many 
thanks  for  his  kindness. 

JuL^'  12,  18G2. 

Ill-]  


lleport  of  Col.  Edward  L.  Thomas,  TUrty-fiflh  Oeorf/ia  Infantry,  c<mi- 

mandinf/  hrif/adc. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Light  Division, 

Amjnst  C,  1802. 

Ma.tor  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  most  complete  report  I  can  make 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  recent  battles  near 
Rich  m  on  d: 

The  Third  Brigade  left  its  camp  near  Mechanicsville  on  Wednesday, 
June  25,  and  proceeded  to  near  the  Meadow  Bridge,  across  the  Ohicka- 
hominy  Eiver,  where  it  bivouacked  that  night.  It  remained  there 
until  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  June  2G,  when  it  proceeded  to  cross 
the  Meadow  Bridge  aud  to  march  down  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohicka- 
hominy  toward  Mechnnicsville.  Upon  arriving  near  Mechanicsville 
the  brigade  was  ordered  to  attack  the  battery  of  the  enemy  on  its  right, 
in  accordance  with  which  the  brigade  moved  by  the  Hank  tlirough  the 
woods  on  the  left  of  the  road  by  which  it  had  previously  marched; 
crossed  a  field  aud  another  piece  of  woods,  which  brought  it  to  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  battery.  A  part  of  the  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Thirty-fifth 
and  Eourteenth  Georgia  Ttegiments  and  the  Third  Louisiana  Battalion, 
was  thrown  into  line  of  battle  and  ordered  to  advanceon  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion. This  part  advanced  through  a  field  under  heavy  fire  of  musketry 
and  artillery  from  the  enemy  down  a  hill  toward  Beaver  Dam  Greek. 
Before  arriving  at  this  creek,  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  occu- 
pied a  wooded  hill  across  the  creek,  protected  by  abatis  aud  intrench- 
ments.  To  the  rightoftheirintrenchmentsand  abatis  they  had  tlirown 
out  a  large  force  of  infantry.  Tlie  Thirty-fifth  Georgia  Regiment  and 
a  iiortion  of  the  Fourteenth  Georgia  and  Third  Louisiana  Battalion 
crossed  the  creek  (which  here  expanded  inlo  a  pond  fifty  yards  wide 
and  from  two  to  four  feet  deep)  and  iittacked  the  enemy  in  the  woods 
on  their  right,  and  after  a  severe  conflict  clrove  them  from  the  woods 
and  some  distance  through  a  field. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Georgia  Regiment  sent 
for  re-enforcements  to  cross  the  creek,  but  re  enforcements  not  coming 
he  was  unable  to  follow  up  his  advantage.  Tie  held  his  ])osition  until 
after  dark  against  greatly  superior  numbers,  and  then  withdrew  across 
the  creek;  rejoined  the  rest  of  the  biigade.  The  brigade  then  moved 
to  a  position  near  Mechanicsville,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
On  Friday  morning,  June  27,  tlie  brigade  moved  forward  toward 
Gaines'  Mill,  and  proceeded  until  the  enemy  was  discovered  occupy- 
ing a  strong  position  on  a  wooded  hill,  partly  protected  by  abatis,  with 
two  lines  of  breast- works,  the  upper  constructed  of  rails  and  the  lower 
of  earth  and  timber,  with  artillery  in  a  field  .just  in  rear  of  their  posi- 
tion. The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  advanced  through 
a  field  toward  the  enemy's  position  under  a  heavy  fire.  The  regi- 
ment under  my  command  Avas  on  the  riglit  of  the  Third  Brigade  and 
on  the  left  of  another  brigade.    After  receiving  and  returning  the  fire 
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of  the  enemy  for  some  time,  it  was  discovered  that  tlie  troops  botli  on 
the  right  and  left  of  this  regiment  had  retired.  This  regiment  was 
then  ordered  to  retire,  which  it  did  in  good  order  and  joined  the  rest 
of  the  brigade.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  the  Forty-fifth  Geor- 
gia Regiment,  Col.  Tliomaa  Hardeman,  held  his  position  on  the  left 
of  the  brigade  until  all  except  the  Thirty-fifth  (leorgia  Regiment  had 
retired.  The  brigade  bivouacked  on  the  field  that  night,  where  it 
remained  on  Saturday,  June  28. 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  the  brigade  crossed  the  Chickahominy  by 
New  Bridge  and  marched  to  near  Atlee's,  on  the  Darbytown  road; 
bivouacked  there  on  Sunday  night,  and  on  Monday  continued  the 
march  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  brigade  went  to  support 
troops  then  engaged  with  the  enemy.  A  part  of  the  brigade  was  sent 
on  in  front,  the  other  part  following.  The  rear  portion,  to  which  my 
regiment  belonged,  formed  line  of  battle  and  moved  through  an  open 
field  and  joined  tlie  part  of  the  brigade  in  front.  The  Forty-fifth 
Georgia  Regiment,  occupying  the  left  of  the  brigade,  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  suffering  considerable  loss.  Just  in  front  of  the  right 
wing  of  this  brigade  a  body  of  trooi^s,  supposed  at  the  time  to  be  Gen^ 
eral  Pender's  brigade,  engaged  the  enemy.  Having  been  informed  that 
our  friends  were  just  in  advance  of  us,  the  right  wing  of  the  brigade 
was  ordered  not  to  fire,  and  was  halted  in  easy  supporting  distance. 
We  remained  here  until  9  or  10  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  discovered 
that  two  bodies  of  the  eneny  had  been  firing  into  each  other.  The 
enemy  having  retired  from  the  field,  this  brigade  was  withdrawn  and 
bivouacked  on  another  part  of  the  field.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Anderson 
having  been  severely  injured  on  Monday  evening,  on  Tuesday  morning 
the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  me.  Late  on  Tuesday 
evening  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  support  our  troops  engaged  with 
the  enemy  on  Malvern  Hill.  It  marched  by  the  flank  to  an  opew  field 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  ]>osition,  then  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  riglit 
and  moved  through  the  field  toward  theenemy's  position,  lield  the  posi- 
tion assigned  to  it  until  all  firing  had  ceased,  then  withdrew  to  its  pre- 
vious camp.  I  have  no  report  to  make  of  misconduct  of  offl(;ers  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Georgia  Regiment,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  send  inclosed 
reports  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Manning,  Forty-ninth  Georgia  Regi- 
ment, Lieutenant-Colonel  Folsom,  Fourteenth'  Georgia,  and  Major 
Grice,  Forty-fifth  Georgia  Regiment,  in  reference  to' the  conduct  of 
officers  in  their  several  regiments.*  Regretting  that  J  cannot  make  a 
more  complete  report,  the  above  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  highest  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  L.  THO.MAS, 
Colonel,  VommoMilinf]  Third  Briqade. 

Maj.  R.  C.  Morgan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Liqlit  JHi^ision. 

[IL] 

JULY  23,  1862. — Reconnaissance  to  Malvern  Hill,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  J)avid  McM.  Orcgp,  JUighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

Headqttabteus  Second  Cavaj^ry  Brigabe, 

July  24,  1S62. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  commanding 
division  that  yesterday,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  force  of  the 

"Not  foMiid. 
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enemy  was  on  Malvern  Hill,  1  made  the  following  dispositions  with  the 
following  results : 

The  rebels  having  two  pieces  of  artillery  at  a  point  on  the  river  road 
and  sweeping  the  bridge,  I  determined  to  approach  the  hill  at  two  points, 
one  on  the  north  side,  the  other  on  the  east.  One  squadron  of  the  Eighth 
Pennsylvania  Cavaliy,  under  Captain  Keenan,  was  sent  to  Crenshaw's, 
on  the  Charles  City  road,  to  proceed  from  there  on  the  Shirley  road 
toward  Wliite  Oak  Swamp  until  striking  the  Long  Bridge  road ;  follow 
that  to  the  Quaker  road,  and  down  the  latter  road  to  Malvern  Hill.  At 
the  same  time  I  directed  one  squadron  to  move  up  the  road,  followed  by 
Keyes'  coqts  to  the  mill,  to  cross  at  it,  and  strike  the  hill  on  the  east 
side.  Whilst  these  squadrons  were  moving  someofour  men,  dismounted, 
were  sent  to  Turkey  Bridge  to  drive  in  the  pickets  and  draw  the  fire  of 
the  artillery.  All  these  movements  were  successfully  accomplished. 
Both  squadrons  reached  Mr.  Kemp's,  but  at  different  times.  The  squad- 
rons sent  by  tlie  Shirley  road  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets,  but  not 
in  any  strength.  Three  companies  of  rebel  cavalry  occupied  Malvern 
Hill ;  no  inlantry  at  all.  In  the  operations  of  yesterday  1  private  of  the 
Eighth  Hlinois  Cavalry  was  slightly  wounded  and  1  horse  of  the  same 
regiment  Avas  killed;  1  prisoner  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry  was 
taken  by  ns.  A  contraband,  who  was  sent  me  this  morning  from  our 
picket,  says  he  lives  at  Mr.  llobert  Taylor's  house,  which  is  three  miles 
from  Malvern  Hill  in  the  direction  of  liichmond.  He  further  says  that 
the  only  force  ne.ir  Malvern  Hill  is  the  cavalry  camped  on  Four-Mile 
Creek;  that  the  infantry  went  townrcl  Richmond  on  Monday  last.  I 
have  directed  a  portion  of  the  force  near  Haxall's  to  go  to  Malvern  Hill 
to-day. 

1  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GKEGG, 
Colotiel,  Commanding  i^econd  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Division. 

[11.J 


AUGUST  9,  1862.— Battle  of  Cedar  Momitain,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Clermont  L.  Best,  Fourth  U.  H.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery, iSecond  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia. 

Hdqks.  Aktilleky,  Second  Coeps,  Army  of  Vieginia, 

Culpeper,  August  13,  1862. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  operations  of  the  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps  in  battle  at 
Cedar  Mountain  on  Saturday  last: 

There  being  but  five  brigades  composing  the  corps,  and  each  of 
diminished  strength,  it  was  deemed  proper  that  no  more  than  one  bat- 
tery to  each  brigade  should  be  brought  into  action.  These  batteries 
had  been  previously  designated,  and  were  placed  in  position  on  the 
most  favorable  points,  supported  by  the  brigades  to  which  they  were 
respectively  attached.  General  Crawford,  having  with  his  brigade  pre- 
ceded the  remainder  of  the  corps  by  one  day,  had  already  selected  a 
point  for  his  guns,  the  most  commanding,  certainly,  on  our  side  of  the 
field.  The  topography  of  the  ground  was  such  that  to  obtain  au 
effective  play  the  remaining  guns  were  ranged  to  the  right  and  left  of 
this  point,  at  suitable  intervals,  presenting  a  slightly  crescent  form  of 
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about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  iu  extent.  The  opposiuj;'  batteries  were 
posted  on  the  slope  of  a  conical  hill  to  the  left,  just  under  cover  of  a 
slight  euiiueuce  to  the  front  aiul  center,  and  again  near  a  dense  woods 
on  our  right,  the  pieces  pretty  well  masked  and  each  position  com- 
manding ours.  I  do  not  think  they  outnumbered  us  in  guns,  but  one 
battery  on  the  hill  slope,  of  two  guns,  Avas  evidently  of  heavier  metal. 
Then-  practice  was  not  of  a  superior  order,  judging  from  the  large 
amount  of  shot  hurled  at  us  and  the  results  as  appended  to  this  report. 
The  battle  commenced  in  earnest  with  artillery  about  3  p.  m.  For  two 
hours  about  sixty  cannon,  mostly  rilled,  were  playing  into  each  other 
without  cessation,  the  distance  between  the  combatants  averaging  about 
1,'100  yards.  Our  batteries  were  directed  ujwu  theirs,  but  turned  upon 
their  infantry  whenever  discovered.  At  5  j).  m.  Major-General  Banks 
directed  the  artillery  to  (;ease  tiring,  in  order  to  advance  the  infantry. 
The  order  was  obeyed,  but  in  about  half  an  hour  it  was  discovered  that 
the  enemy's  infantry  was  also  advancing  in  force,  and  opportunity  being 
favorable  to  fire  over  the  heads  of  our  men  with  safety,  the  cannonading 
was  resumed  and  continued  until  night  (;ndcd  the  coutlict.  Though 
the  day  was  intensely  warm  and  our  position  such  as  to  receive  a  con- 
verging lire  from  the  enemy,  officers  and  men  stood  iirm  ;ind  unflinch- 
ing to  the  end.  Captains  Mc(iilvery,  J'obinson,  and  lioemer  w^ere 
constantly  under  lire,  working  their  guns  with  coolness  and  discrim- 
ination. Captain  JCnap,  Lieutenant  IVIuhleiiberg,  and  Lieutenant 
Cushing  were  more  immediately  under  my  observation  during  that 
terrible  afternoon,  and  I  am  sure  I  do  them  but  justice  in  saying  never 
were  men  more  earnest  in  their  work.  Well  done,  I  can  truly  say  for 
officers,  non-commissioned,  and  privates  of  all  the  batteries.  That 
their  afternoon's  work  proved  very  destructive  to  the  enemy  is  to  my 
mind  beyond  question.  At  dark  the  batteritis  Avere  letired  about  half 
a  mile  to  the  rear,  during  which  movement  a  gun  and  caisson  were  lost 
by  bccomiug  mired  and  entangled  in  a  small  stream.  They  could  not 
be  extricated  before  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  reached  them.  The 
gun,  however,  was  S])iked  and  its  limber  and  horses  saved.  No  other 
loss  in  material.  The  batteries  not  in  action  were  posted  favorably  in 
rear  of  the  field  for  such  service  as  the  exigencies  of  tlie  conflict  might 
create.  We  had  but  little  occasion  for  rising  canister,  and  the  ammu- 
nition proved,  generally,  to  be  of  good  (juality,  the  total  rounds  ex- 
pended being  3,213.  The  following  batteries  were  engaged:  Com])any 
F,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Muhlenberg  in  conmiand ;  Oapt. 
Jos.  I\I.  Knap's  Pennsylvania  battery;  Capt.  J.  IJoemer's  L,  Second 
New  York;  Capt.  F.  McGilvery,  Sixth  Maine;  Capt.  O.  W.  liobinson. 
Fourth  Maine.    Lieut.  E.  K.  Geary,  of  Knap's  battery,  was  slightly 


wounded  in  the  elbow. 

[12.J 


C.  L.  BEST, 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Report  of  Capt.  James  Tkoinpnon,  Independent  Battery,  Pennsylvania 

Light  Artillery. 

Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  August  9,  1862. 
Sir:  Having  arrived  upon  the  ground  at  dark,  and  when  near  the 
wood  through  which  the  road  passes,  1  found  the  rond  blocked  by 
troops,  and  ordered  to  wheel  to  the  right  by  General  McDowell,  and  uot 
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liaviijj,'  further  instructions,  I  halted  the  battery  until  I  was  assigned  a 
position  on  an  open  piece  of  ground  betwccii  two  patclies  of  wood, 
tshortly  alterward  was  ordered  to  another  i.ositiou  by  Major  Tillson 
(cliiet  of  artillery),  and  Avhen  nioviiif?  in  the  direction  indicated  T  was 
iired  ni)on  by  the  enemy  with  canister,  when  I  jimneifuite/y  caiiio  into 
action  to  the  right  and  fired  shell,  as  I  could  not  use  canister  on  account 
of  the  division  having  formed  into  lino  between  the  enemy  and  my  bat- 
tery ;  also  I  judged  the  distance  (COO  yards)  too  great.  After  tiring'a  few 
rounds  I  found  that  as  there  was  a  rise  in  tiie  ground  between  the 
enemy's  and  my  batteiics  which  prevented  uiyParrott  guns  from  reach- 
ing them,  I  directed  shell  to  be  fired  into  the  wood  where  I  su])posed 
the  enemy's  su])port  to  be,  and  continued  to  reply  to  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery Avitli  my  two  12-])()under  howitzers,  Avhich  in  a  short  time  silenced 
them  and  itaused  tlieni  to  leave  behiml  one  caisson,  many  dead  horses, 
and  two  dead  ollicers.  In  con.sciiucnce  of  the  knoll  between  us  I  suf- 
fered no  loss,  as  their  rilled  guns  could  not  leach  me  from  the  same 
cause  that  prevented  my  Parrotts  from  reaching  tliem.  But  the  how- 
itzers' fire  to  them  was  close  and  terribly  destructive.  Casualties  none. 
August  12,  18(52,  advanced  with  Geneial  JJuford's  cavalry  brigade  to 
Robertson  liiver  and  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  driving  off  his  cavalry 
which  had  drawn  up  into  line  of  battle. 

All  of  which  is  most  resitectlully  submitted. 

J.  TIIOMPSOX, 
Gaptaiu,  Voiiiih/,   I ndciicndvnt  Uattvry,  I'citnsylcunia    Vvlunteers. 

Cieueral  RlCiOiTTti. 

[12.] 


lieport  of  Col.  George   //.  Jkal,  Tenth  Maine   Infantry. 

liEAUyUAllTJillS   TEN'J'II   MAINK   llKGlMUMT, 

Giilpepcr  Court-llou.ie.,  Yu.,  Avyu-st  Jl,  lt<(j;2. 

Sjji:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  rejwrt  of  the  late  niove- 
mcjits  of  my  command: 

At  1.30  p.  m.  August  8  I  received  orders  from  you  to  march  in  one 
hour  with  only  arms  and  eipiipments.  At  the  appointed  time  the  regi- 
ment, with  the  others  of  the  First  I!rigade,  went  out  on  tlio  Orange 
Oourt-IIouso  road  about  seveu  miles.  The  air  had  been  extremely  hot 
and  fully  a  third  of  the  men  had  fallen  out,  but  nearly  all  came  uj) 
during  the  evening.  Being  ordered  to  support  Knait's  battei'y,  I 
placed  the  regiment  behind  (he  hill  and  remained  there  all  the  night 
and  next  day  till  4.15  p.  m.,  when,  other  regiments  of  Banks'  army  hav- 
ing arrived,  we  changed  our  position  in  front  of  Cedar  Eun  and  to  the 
right  of  the  road,  which  being  done  we  M'ere  again  ordered  forward  to 
support  Best's  battery.  The  battery,  on  taking  position  in  the  rear  of 
woods  at  the  right  of  the  road,  Avas  assailed  by  a  heavy  artillery  fire 
iVom  the  enemy's  right  and  center,  from  which  tljc  regiment  was  pro- 
tected by  the  woods  and  by  lying  down.  I  am  hapi>y  to  state  that 
none  of  my  force  were  injured  by  this  fire.  At  about  (i  j).  m.  I  Avas 
ordered  to  advance  through  the  Avoods,  and  .did  so  at  ou(;e.  On  emerg- 
ing from  them  the  condition  of  affairs  ayus  as  follows:  Across  the  open 
space,  and  distant  200  and  300  yards,  Avere  other  Avoods,  in  tlie  lower 
eastern  edge  of  which  the  enemy's  musketry  Avas  just  being  com- 
menced. An  unknoAVii  Federal  regiment  on  the  Orange  road  A\'as 
retreating  sloAvly  before  this  fire  and  that  from  the  enemy's  center,  as 
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also  from  tlie  enemy's  artillery,  whose  ovt-raliots  were  striking  around 
us.  The  enemy  rapidly  worked  up  tlie  edge  of  the  woods  toward  our 
right  and  commenced  very  vigorous  fire  upon  us.  Oiu-  men  went  for- 
ward rapidly,  and  on  arriving  at  the  summit  of  a  slight  undulation  met 
a  most  murderous  iire.  Seeing  that  my  men  had  no  shelter  1  com- 
menced to  retire  them  to  the  woods  we  had  Just  left,  where  we  might 
have  done  excellent  service  and  been  comparatively  safe.  Au  officer, 
reporting  himself  as  on  General  Banks'  staff,  came  forward  and  for- 
bade this  movement,  and  I  ordered  the  men  to  halt  on  the  northern 
slope  of  the  knoll  and  to  lie  down  and  fire.  1  must  mention  that  I 
waited  some  time,  unwilling  to  fire,  because  scattered  ijarties  from  other 
regiments  were  being  driven  fronj  the  woods  by  the  advancing  enemy. 
Had  my  men  been  less  determined  this  crowd  of  unfortunates  Avonld 
have  created  a  panic  in  our  ranks.  At  the  command  every  man  went 
to  work,  and  for  thirty  minutes  kept  up  a  continuous  stream  of  fire 
along  the  line.  The  enemy,  however,  from  their  shelter  and  immense 
numbers  had  greatly  the  advantage,  and  our  casualties,  all  of  which 
happened  at  this  place,  show  how  successfully  they  used  it.  A  part  of 
General  Gordon's  brigade  soon  appeared  on  our  riglit,  but  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  being  so  murderous  that  I  could  not  believe  it  to  be  the 
desire  of  any  general  to  allow  such  useless  slaughter  I  gave  the  order 
to  retreat. 

Previous  to  this  order  all  had  done  their  duty  inaufully.  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  instance  of  cowardly  or  shirking  conduct  during  the 
tire.  The  retreat  through  the  woods  broke  up  my  command,  and  nuiuy 
remained  behind  and,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  prolonged  the  contest. 
Others  helped  off  the  wounded.  We  reformed  in  the  timber  skirting 
on  the  northern  bank  of  Cedar  Run,  and  passed  to  tlie  rear  of  Eicketts' 
division.  Learning  that  two  wagon  loads  of  rations  were  near  by,  I 
marched  the  regiment  toward  tliem,  the  men  having  been  thirty  hours 
without  food.  The  enemy  having  created  a  fright  amongst  teamsters 
by  firing  a  few  shells,  I  was  compelled  to  retreat,  in  all  about  two  miles, 
where,  the  teams  being  halted,  the  regiment  staclced  arms,  ate  their 
sufipers,  and  went  to  sleep.  We  remained  in  this  vicinity  till  tlie  morn- 
ing of  the  11th,  when  we  received  orders  to  return  to  Gulpei>er  Court- 
House  and  go  into  camp.  I  cannot  distinguish  among  the  many  brave 
any  one  who  did  not  do  his  whole  duty  and  jirove  himself  a  hero;  all 
promptly  obeyed,  all  gallantly  faced  the  cross  fire  of  the  enemy,  wliich 
in  thirty  minutes  caused  the  frightful  casualties  which  I  am  obliged  to 
report.  I  am  haiipy  to  state  that  nearly  all  of  our  wounded  were 
brought  off  and  taken  care  of  as  well  as  possible.  Our  revised  reca- 
pitulation is:  In  action,  2  field,  i  staff',  and  1!0  company  ofQcers;  435 
enlisted  men.  Officers  killed,  2;  mortally  wounded,  1;  severely 
wounded,  2;  slightly  wounded,  2.  Enlisted  men  killed,  19;  mortally 
wounded,  8;  severely  wounded,  73;  slightly  wounded,  63.  Aggregate, 
1 70.  There  are  also  missing,  supposed  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Beardsley, 
commanding  Company  J),  a  sergeant,  and  two  privates. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  L.  BEAL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Tenth  Maine  Volnntceris. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  W.  Graavford. 

Since  making  the  above  report  2  wounded  officers  and  15  wounded 
enlisted  men  have  died  from  wounds. 

[12.] 
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Report  of  Ool.  Henry  J,  Btainrooh,  One  hundred  and  ninth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry. 

Hbqks.  109TII  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Camp  heyond  (Jnlpeper,  Ya.,  Augunt  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  present  tlie  following  report  in  reference  to  my 
position  in  the  battle  of  Slaughter's  Mountain,  on  the  9th  instant: 

About  3  p.  ni.  the  battle  commenced  by  the  opening  of  artillery.  My 
regiment,  consisting  of  300  men,  at  that  time  was  posted  300  paces  on 
the  left  of  the  artillery.  Ten  minutes  afterwards  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Prince  to  march  by  the  right  flank  iu  rear  of  the  batteries, 
where  I  remained  perhaps  an  hour,  during  which  time  Adjutant 
McAdanis,  Second  Lieutenant  Dietz,  and  myself  were  wounded  slightly 
by  shell.  I  Avas  then  ordered  by  General  Prince  to  advance,  which 
order  I  obeyed  instantly,  passing  the  batteries  a  considerable  distance 
and  entering  a  corn-field,  where  we  commenced  iiring,  and  continued  in 
action  until  nearly  8  p.  m.  At  this  time  there  were  31  dead  upon  the 
field,  and  some  70  wouuded.  I  now  observed  that  the  rebels  were 
turning  my  right  flank.  The  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  and  the  Third  Maryland  Volunteers,  who  were  posted  upon 
my  right,  had  withdrawn  some  twenty  minutes  previously.  Upon  my 
left  was  the  One  hundred  and  second  New  York  Volunteers,  who  had 
commenced  retiring.  Finding  that  we  were  overpowered  and  that 
resistance  Avas  useless,  I  retired,  the  One  hundred  and  second  New 
York  Volun  teers  retiring  at  the  same  time.  I  would  here  take  occasion 
to  state  thnt  during  the  engagement  I  lost  three  ambulances,  horses, 
also  surgical  instruments  and  cases.  It  gives  me  great  ])leasure  to  tes- 
tify to  the  faithful  manner  in  which  Assistant  Surgeon  lirnbakcr  i)er- 
formed  his  dnties.  During  the  entire  engagement  he  was  riding  back 
and  forward  among  the  heaviest  firing  of  the  artillery,  attending  to  his 
arduous  duties.  My  loss,  as  stated,  was  3i  killed,  70  wounded,  and  40 
missing.  .  Among  the  latter  was  First  Lieutenant  Nevin,  Company  K, 
and  Second  Lieutenant  Veale,  C!omi)any  F.  As  every  otticer  and  man 
did  their  duty  most  nobly,  it  would  be  unjust  to  mention  any  special  acts 
of  bravery  on  the  part  of  my  connnand.  -, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  STAlNliOOK, 


Ool.  T.  P..  Van  Buren, 

Commanding  Jlrigade. 
[12. 1 


Colonel,  ( Commanding. 


Keport  of  Col.  Thomas  11.  Ruger,  Third  Wiseonshi  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Culpeper,  Va.,  August  l.-l,  ls(12. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  ]>art 
taken  in  the  action  of  the  Otli  by  the  Third  Jtegiinent  Wisconsin 
Volunteers: 

The  Third  P>rigade,  of  General  Williams'  division,  General  Gordon 
commanding,  occupied  the  right  of  the  line.  The  place  originally 
occupied  by  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers  was  the  left  of  said  bri- 
gade immediately  on  the  right  of  the  battery,  in  front  of  the  liouse 
temporarily  used  as  a  hospital.  Soon  after  the  action  began  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Gordon  to  skirmish  the  woods  to  the  left  and  front 
of  our  position  with   six   companies,  which    was  done  without  any 
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iiujjortaiit  developiiieiits.  Poon  after  this  examination,  aud  wliilc 
awaiting  orderw,  1  was  ordered  to  join  General  Crawford's  command,  a 
portion  of  wbicli  bad  entered  tlie  woods  referred  to  and  taken  u})  an 
advanced  position.  Tliis  order  came  in  tlie  name  of  IJrigadier-Geiieral 
Crawford.  I  replied  in  substance  that  I  was  there  by  order  of  General 
Gordon,  and  had  sent  a.  report  to  him  of  the  result  of  the  examination 
of  the  w^oods,  and  expected  an  order  from  him  momentarily,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  or<ler  taking  my  regiment  from  its  brigade  should  come 
from  superior  authority.  In  the  meantime  I  assembled  the  six  com- 
panies then  with  me,  and  moved  up  near  the  right  of  the  position 
occupied  by  General  Crawford's  command.  Very  soon  Captain  Wil- 
kins,  of  General  Williams'  staff,  came  up  and  said  in  substance  that  be 
had  seen  General  Banks,  who  said  it  was  proper  that  I  should  join 
General  Crawford.  I  then  rei)orted  to  General  Crawford  for  orders, 
aud  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  line.  Tlie  order  to  move  forward 
was  immediately  giveii,  and  vsooii  after  double  quick.  The  timber  aud 
undergrowth  were  thick,  which  interfered  with  the  precision  of  the 
march.  K'ear  the  edge  of  the  woods  there  was  a  rail  fence,  in  getting 
over  which  the  men  were  exposed  to  fall  view  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
drawn  up  within  close  musketry  range  of  the  edge  of  the  woods  as  we 
came  ovit.  The  enemy's  lines  extended  beyond  the  right  of  ours  con- 
siderably, overlapping  my  regiment  sufrtcieutly  to  give  by  an  oblique 
fire  of  that  part  of  their  line  a  most  destructive  cross  lire  on  the  right 
wing  of  the  regiment.  The  enemy  also  had  a  force  on  the  right  Avliich 
opened  a  flank  fire  on  the  regiment.  The  diagram  below  is  a  rough 
sketcli  of  the  relative  position  of  the  forces.*  The  right  of  the  regi- 
ment was  forced  back  under  a  most  destructive  fire.  The  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  right  was  in  some  companies  over  one-fourth,  and 
in  two  a  third.  The  whole  line  was  driven  back.  AVith  the  assistance 
of  the  oiiicers  I  rallied  sullicient  m<?n  to  make  a  force  about  equal,  with 
the  three  companies  that  had  not  been  engaged,  to  the  six  companies 
originally  engaged,  and  moved  up  and  took  position  in  my  brigade, 
which  had  meantime  advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  line 
beiflre  occupied  by  General  Crawford's  command.  My  regiment 
remained  and  continued  fire  until  tlie  line  Avas  driven  back  by  the  turn- 
ing of  the  right  flank.  The  regiment  was  assembled  in  its  original 
position,  and  some  time  after  moved  down  to  the  road  toward  Culpeper, 
according  to  orders,  striking  the  road  farther  than  was  intended,  in 
consequence  of  a  detour  made  to  avoid  shells  thrown  across  the  path 
on  which  it  was  moving.  The  following  lines  give  the  nand)era  taken 
into  action,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  six  comijauies  that 
were  engaged  the  first  time.     Comi^any  K  was  on  the  right. 


Inaction 

Killed,  wounded,  .md  inissinj^ 


(-'. 

'■ 

D. 

V.   1 

45 

4r) 

10 

! 
44  ' 
14- 

44 

IS 


The  acconiiianying  is  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  accounted 
for  by  name.!  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crane  fell  at  his  ]>ost  while  gallantly 
performing  his  duty.  Captain  O'Brien,  who  Avas  wounded  in  the  first 
part  of  the  action,  continued  in  command  of  his  company,  and  received 
his  death  wound  Avhen  the  second  time  engaged.  He  was  a  very  brave 
man.  ])octor  I'aymond  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  illness  when  the 
regiment  was  ordered  forward  from  Culpeper,  and  was  unable  to  reach 


*  Omitted. 
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the  IJeld,  tilflioiigU  lie.  attempted  to  do  so.     Doctor  Ooiiaut,  wbo  was 
with  the  regiment,  ])erforiiied  his  duty  i)i  a  manner  worthy  oi'  all  praise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

TUOS.  H.  ItUGEll, 
Culonel,  Commandin<i  Tliird  Wiscoimn  Volunteers. 
(Japt.  II.  Ji.  Scott, 

Actiufj  Assintaut  Adjulant- General. 
\V1.\ 


AUGUST  16-SEPTEMBEE,  2,  1862.— Campaign  iu  Northern  Virginia. 

Report  of  JAent.  Vol.  John,  Clarl,-,  'J'hlrd  J'ennsylvania  lienerres,  of  ojyvr- 

ations  August  2S-S0. 

IlHCiES.   THIUI)   IlKGT.,  PENNSYLA'ANIA   ItESEEVE   CORPy, 

Seplemhcr  J,  !<'■:(>;}. 

General  :  Iu  conipliauce  with  circular  of  this  date  1  have  flie  honor 
to  submit  a  reiwrt  ot  the  operations  of  (his  regiment  during  tlie  recent 
battles  in  the  vicinity  of  l>nll  liun: 

Thur.sday,  August  'JS,  on  the  march  from  Warrenton  tire  was  <)i)ened 
upon  us  from  a  battery  on  an  eminence  near.  Line  of  battle  was  inniie- 
dialely  formed  in  i-ear  of  our  batteries.  One  company  wiis  deployed  as 
skirmishers  to  protect  our  Hank.  After  remaining  in  line  for  an  hour 
or  two  we  resumed  our  march,  taking  across  tlie  country  to  near  IJull 
lUin,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  uight.  Friday,  August -0,  under 
arms  by  daylight  iu  the  morning.  Eeturned  across  tlie  country  by 
nearly  the  same  route  we  came,  marching  in  column  by  di',ision  on  the 
Hank  of  battery.  "When  we  reached  tli"  Wiirrentou  turnpike  again  we 
were  subjected  to  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy. 
Iieturned  again  to  same  point  we  left  in  the  morning.  Again  inarched 
over^i  jiart  of  the  same  grouiul  we  did  in  the  morning.  Formed  liueof 
battle  on  the  (trest  of  hill  and  remained  till  after  dark,  when  we  fell 
back  in  line  of  battle  to  the  same  point  we  left  in  the  morning,  where 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Saturday,  August  30,  under  arms  before 
daylight.  Marched  farther  to  the  right  than  either  of  the  previous 
days.  Went  onto  the  field  iu  column  by  division;  su])])orted  two  dif- 
ferent batteries;  had  several  men  wounded;  was  subjected  to  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  battery  on  the  eminence  nearly  in  front  of  our  own 
battery,  JJetired  to  the  ravine,  where  we  remained  a  short  time.  Ad- 
vanced to  woods  near  by  in  line  of  battle  to  support  theEucktail  Regi- 
ment as  skirmishers.  Again  marched  down  to  the  valley.  Formed  line 
on  road  near  Oenterville  and  was  engaged  with  infantry.  Made  a  charge 
with  the  division  and  drove  the  enemy  Irom  the  ground.  Again  marched 
to  the  eminence  on  the  right,  and  from  that  point  I'ell  back  and  marched 
to  Centerville.  Among  the  casualties  of  the  30th  I  have  to  announce 
the  death  of  Capt.  H.  Clay  Beatty,  one  of  the  most  promising  oflicers 
in  f  lie  regiment.  His  loss  will  be  severely  felt,  and  his  place  not  easily 
supplied.  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  all  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  command  engaged  behaved  well. 
Your  obedient  servaut, 

JOHN  OLAKK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commandinfj  lief/itnent. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

Gomdg.  First  Brigade,  Fennsyloania  Itescrce  Toluntevr  Corps. 

Illi.l 
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Report  of  Col.  Albert  L.  Magilton,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Reserves^  of 
operations  August  28-30. 

Hdqes.  -iTH  Eegt.,  Pennsylvania  Keserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Near  Alunsoii's  IliU,  Va.,  September  5,  1802. 

Captain:  I  have  tlie  Louor  to  make  out  the  following  report  of  the 
operatious  of  the  Fourth  Kegiment,  Peuiisylvania  Keserve  Volunteer 
Corps,  during  the  three  days'  operations  in  the  viciuity  of  Bull  Run: 

()u  Thursday,  the  28th  of  August,  1862,  we  passed  through  Gaines- 
ville, on  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  turnpike,  on  our  way  toward 
Ceuterville;  that  about  two  or  three  miles  this  side  of  Gainesville  the 
enemy's  battery  opened  upou  the  head  of  our  column.  The  Fourth 
Regiment  was  immediately  formed  in  Ihie  to  support  Captain  Eansom's 
battery  on  the  left  of  the  road.  After  remaining  about  half  an  hour  in 
this  position  we  were  shifted  to  the  right  of  the  road.  Shortly  after- 
ward we  were  marched  by  the  right  flank  in  a  southeaisterly  direction 
through  woods  and  fields  until  we  struck  the  Gainesville  and  Manas- 
sas Junction  road.  We  marched  along  that  road  until  we  struck  the 
road  from  Manassas  Junction  to  the  stone  house  on  the  Warrenton 
turnpike;  that  we  continued  along  this  road  until  we  were  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  stone  house.  We  then  turned  into  a  Held  for  the 
night,  where  we  bivouacked.  Next  morning  Ave  went  to  the  south  of 
the  Warrenton  turnpike,  and  tinally  reached  the  turnpike  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  stone  house  toward  Gainesville.  Here  the 
Fourth  Regiment  was  detailed  to  support  Captain  Cooper's  battery  (B), 
Pennsylvania  Reserves.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  being  very  destructive 
and  a  body  of  rebel  infantry  attacking  us  on  the  left  ilank,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  fallback  to  the  south  of  the  road  to  meet  the  enemy 
coming  down  upon  us.  After  remaining  there  in  line  for  a  short  time 
the  whole  brigade  fell  back  in  good  order  to  the  field  where  we  had 
bivouacked  the  night  before.  We  were  then  thrown  forward  toward 
the  stone  house,  where  we  remained  in  position  until  after  dark,  when 
we/ell  back  to  the  same  field,  where  we  bivouacked  again  for  the  night. 
Saturday  morning  we  marched  down  the  road  toward  the  stone  house 
and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  Warrenton  turnpike.  Here 
we  advanced  to  the  front  and  occupied  the  ground  where  General  Pat- 
rick's brigade  had  the  fight  the  evening  before.  Here  we  lay  in  line 
of  battle  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  formed  in  tlie  woods  to  our 
left.  We  remained  here  until  the  general  engagement  took  place,  when 
we  were  marched  by  a  flank  to  the  right  of  the  Warrenton  turnijike. 
Afterward  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Warrenton  turnpike  and  to  the 
rear  of  the  road  we  had  marched  on  in  the  morning.  Here  we  made  a 
charge  upon  the  enemy  and  gained  the  road  leading  to  the  stone  house, 
where  we  expended  all  our  ammunition,  and  then  fell  back  in  good 
order.  Finally  we  fell  back  on  the  Centerville  road  beyond  Bull  Run 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  I  lost  in  the  three  days  th.j  followiii"-, 
viz :  One  captain,  3  sergeants,  2  corporals,  and  0  privates  wounded  and 
missing.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  abedieiit  servant, 

A.  L.  MAGILTON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regt.,  Fa:  Keserve  Vol.  Corps,  Comdg.  Regt. 

Capt.  E.  C.  Baird, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Meade's  Brigade. 

_]£fj ■ 
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Report  of  Gapt.  Joseph  G.  Holmes,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of 
operations  August  21-Septemhcr  1. 

Hdqbs.  7th  Regt.j  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Gamp  Near  Munson^s  Hill,  September  5,  1803. 

Ill  pursuance  of  brigade  orders  issued  this  day,  September  5, 1802, 
from  brigade  headquarters,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following: 

Ou  the  21st  of  August,  at  9  p.  m.,  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  (destination  unknown)  from  camp  near  Falmouth,  Va.  Halted  for 
the  night  about  four  miles  from  late  camp  at  1  a.  m.  At'lo'clockresumed 
the  inarch,  and  arrived  near  Kelly's  Ford  at  G  p.  m.  August  22.  Eemained 
there  until  next  morning  at  8  a.  m.,  and  took  up  the  march  for  War- 
lenton,  passing  the  Itappahannock  Station,  the  railroad  bridge  being 
on  Are.  Arrived  near  Warrenton  at  3  p.  m.  Camped  in  line  of  battle 
until  next  day,  August  24,  when  the  order  of  march  was  again  resumed 
toward  the  river.  Halted  again  at  G  o'clock  at  Forbes'  house,  and 
formed  line  of  battle.  Eemained  there  until  the  morning  of  27th. 
Kesumed  the  march  for  Bull  Eun.  Halted  for  the  night  in  a  large  field 
in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy.  Marched  again  at  daybreak,  nothing 
occurring  worthy  of  note  until  about  11  a.  m.,  Avhen  the  rebels  opened 
a  destructive  fire  on  us  from  a  battery  posted  on  our  left.  We,  how- 
ever, suffered  no  injury,  the  shells  jjassing  over.  Our  battery  was 
placed  in  position,  and  we  supported  it  until  ordered  to  proceed  for- 
ward. We  arrived  near  the  battle-field,  on  which  a  desperate  battle 
was  raging,  near  the  old  Bull  Eun  field,  at  8  p.m.  Thursday,  August  28. 
The  regiment  was  sent  on  picket  the  same  night.  At  daylight  [29th] 
it  was  withdrawn,  and  marched  for  the  field  of  action.  Stood  and 
marched  in  line,  supporting  different  positions,  until  2  p.  ni.,  when  we 
were  relieved,  and  marched  to  the  rear  to  rest  and  talce  some  nourish- 
ment. At  4  o'clock  returned  to  the  field,  but  not  yet  nnder  fire,  only 
occasionally  being  shelled.  No  casualties.  Withdrew  from  the  field 
at  8.3i)  o'clock.  Eesumed  the  contest  at  an  early  hour  next  morning, 
29tl*  |30th].  Advanced  over  the  battle-field,  supporting  the  battery 
during  the  fight.  At  this  time  (9  o'clock)  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
lively,  doing  as  some  damage,  having  five  men  wounded,  one  mortally. 
Being  ordered  to  the  left  to  prevent  a  flank  movement,  tlie  regi- 
ment was  deployed  as  skirmishers  through  the  woods.  No  enemy 
appearing,  we  were  drawn  out  and  sent  farther  to  the  right,  pass- 
ing tlirough  a  desperate  fire  to  gain  the  position.  Eemained  there 
a  short  time,  then  pushed  back  to  the  left  with  the  batteries,  which 
soon  got  in  position,  doing  fearful  havoc  among  the  enemy,  who  had 
advanced  some  distance.  Shortly  after  we  were  ordered  to  charge  on 
the  enemy,  who  were  still  pushing  forward  to  capture  a  battery  on  our 
left.  We  wentinto  the  charge  on  a  double  quick,  and  drove  them  back 
a  considerable  distance,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners,  who  were 
sent  to  the  rear.  We  remained  in  the  action  and  kept  the  enemy  back 
until  most  of  our  ammunition  was  exhausted,  when  we  were  relieved. 
It  was  during  this  charge  Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Henderson,  while  leading 
the  regiment  forward,  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  side  just  above 
the  hip.  He  was  brought  safe  from  the  field  and  is  now  in  Washing- 
ton. The  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  twenty-seven  men,  a 
small  number  for  a  regiment  to  be  exposed  to  such  a  deadly  and  vigor- 
ous fire  as  they  were  exposed  to  that  day,  yet  the  companies  composing 
the  regiment  did  not  average  more  than  eighteen  men  each  on  that  day 
or  during  the  engagement.    At  7,30  o'clock  or  thereabouts  orders  were 
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given  to  marcli  to  tlie  rear  toward  Centerville.  The  regiment  being 
^■c^•y  nmch  scattered,  we  halted  for  the  uiglit  at  tlie  creek  beyoud  Cen- 
ter\i]le  (between  the  battkviield  and  Centerville),  taking  up  the  march 
again  at  daylight  [olst],  and  went  into  camp  at  Centerville.  Remained 
there  until  4  i>.  ni.,  reforming  and  reorganizing  the  companies  and  regi- 
ment, when  we  were  ordered  on  picket,  and  marched  about  one  mile  and 
a  hall  from  Centerville,  taking  position  and  throwing  out  three  compa- 
nies as  skirmishers  to  feel  for  the  enemy,  which  they  found  jjosted  as 
cavalry  pickets,  dismounted,  abont  a  mile  in  advance  of  our  regiment. 
Shots  were  exchanged  and  Irlie  skirmishers  fell  back,  according  to 
orders.  The  following  day,  September  1,  we  were  withdrawn,  and  took 
u])  our  march  in  retreat  for  Fairfax,  where  we  arrived  at  .3  p.  m. 
Halted  for  the  night,  and  took  up  the  march  for  the  fortifications  in 
front  of  Washington  at  11  ii.  ni.  Col.  H.  C.  Bolinger  met  us  on  the 
road  above  Fairfivx,  having  just  returned  after  a  severe  illness,  and 
immediately  took  command  of  the  regiment  amidst  great  cheering  in 
the  ranks. 

JOSErH  G.  HOLMES, 
(Jfipt.  Co.  I,  Seventh  licgt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Senior  captain  present  and  through  all  the  enf/af/em^nts. 

Col.    11.   C.   EOLINGEII, 

Seventh  Ref/iment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

[1-2.] 


Report  of  Capt.  William   Lemon,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  oper- 
ations Aufjiist  2H-30. 

llD(,.KS.  Eighth  Hegt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps, 

Camp  at  Upton's  Jlill,  Sejjtember  r>,  1862. 

General:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  furnish  you  a  report 
of  tlie  Eighth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps: 

On  the  2Stli  of  August,  18C2,  while  the  brigade  was  marching  right 
in  front  on  the  Warrenton  and  Alexandria  tnrn])ike  near  New  Mar- 
ket, the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  at  !).30  a.  ni.  One  sliell  took  effect 
in  the  rear  of  my  regiiiient,  killing  .3  men  and  wounding  5  others. 
The  biigade  immediately  formed  in  line  of  battle  ou  the  left  of  the  pike. 
My  regiment  was  ordered  in  the  rear  of  the  line  near  the  woods  as  a 
reserve.  After  remaining  in  that  jtosition  for  about  an  hour  I  was 
ordered  forward.  I  found  tlie  brigade  moving  to  the  right.  My  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  move  in  column  of  company  in  rear  of  Third  Regi- 
ment, which  regiment  was  moving  by  the  right  Hank.  We  were  on  the 
right  of  tlie  battery;  the  ]''onrth  and  Seventh  on  the  left  of  battery 
Rucktails  in  front  as  skirmishers.  Moved  on  to  within  four  miles  of 
Manassas.  Halted  for  an  lioiir  and  got  dinner,  then  moved  on  near 
Manassas  and  turned  to  the  left  in  direction  of  Bull  liun  battlefield. 
Encamped  near  biittle-lieid  i'or  the  niglit. 

Friday,  August  -'!),  ISfW,  ordered  in  line  nt  daylight.  Moved  out 
to  old  battle-held.  Formed  line  of  battle  right  in  front,  column  by 
division,  closed  en  masse.  Remained  half  an  hour.  Pennsylvania 
Ifeserve  Corps  moved  to  the  left  by  the  right  flank  into  a  field.  Formed 
<,'olunin  by  division,  right  in  front.  Bucktails  moved  forward  as  skir- 
mishers. Third  and  Eighth  Regiments  on  left  of  battery;  l-'ourth  and 
Seventh  Regiments  on  right  of  battery.  Moved  forward  one  mile 
and  a  half  to  road.  Deployed  in  line  of  battle.  General  Reynolds 
ordered  me  to  the  left  to  supjiort  Coojiei's  battery.     Moved  aloug  the 
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road  tlirougb  the  woods  at  double-quick  under  a  lieavy  fire  from  the 
enemy.  Found  Bucktails  beyoud  the  woods  at  fence.  Ordered  by  an 
aide  to  halt.  Lay  down  for  ten  minutes.  Third  llegiment  moved  in  line 
of  battle  to  left  of  road  through  woods  to  the  fence  and  halted,  the 
enemy  approaching  our  front.  The  Bucktails  ordered  forward  as  skir- 
mishers. Proceeding  about  ten  rods  they  engaged  the  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy.  We  formed  line  of  battle,  by  order,  across  the  road;  Third 
Regiment  on  the  left  of  road,  right  in  front;  Eighth  Kegiment  on  right 
of  road,  right  in  front;  Seventh  Regiment  came  down  from  Cooper's 
battery  and  formed  on  right  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  right  in  front. 
After  lying  half  an  hour,  skirmishers  engaged  all  the  time,  we  were 
ordered  to  "about-face"  and  fall  back,  which  we  did  in  good  order, 
through  the  wood  to  an  open  field,  where  we  had  formed  line  of  battle 
before.  The  enemy  then  opened  on  our  left  (now  our  right),  and  we 
continued  to  fall  back  until  out  of  range  of  their  guns,  when  we  formed 
column  by  company,  right  in  front,  in  order,  and  marched  to  where  we 
encamped  the  night  before.  Halted  for  ten  minutes.  Onr  brigade 
started  for  Manassas  to  get  rations,  our  men  having  [had]  nothing  to 
eat  since  yesterday.  Marched  to  the  house  where  the  teams  were 
parked.  Halted  to  rest.  While  there  received  orders  to  march  back, 
which  we  did  to  place  of  encampment.  Formed  column  by  division. 
Bucktails  deployed  as  skirmishers;  Seventh  and  Eighth  on  left  of  bat- 
tery; Fourth  and  Third  on  right  of  battery;  Second  Brigade  formed  in 
order.  Our  left  moved  forward  half  a  mile  toward  the  left  of  the  line; 
then  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  in  front  of  Doctor  King's  hospital, 
which  we  did,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  after  dark,  when 
heavy  firing  commenced  directly  on  our  front.  Moved  by  the  right 
flank  about  twenty  rods.  Lay  there  lialf  an  hour,  then  about-faced. 
Marched  in  line  to  the  rear  eighty  rods,  then  moved  by  the  flank,  left 
in  front,  to  place  of  encampment.  Lay  down  for  the  night  along  the 
wood. 

Saturday,  August  30, 18C2,  ordered  into  line  before  daylight.  Moved 
by  tlie  right  flank  to  the  old  battle-ground.  Formed  column  by  divis- 
ion, right  in  front.  Bucktails  deployed;  Seventh  and  Eighth  on  left 
of  battery;  Fourth  and  Third  on  right  of  battery.  Moved  forward 
about  100  rods  across  ravine  on  a  hill.  Halted  for  an  hour,  then 
moved  forward  to  the  battle-ground  of  the  niglit  previous.  Cooper's 
battery  took  position  on  a  hill  on  our  front  and  six  rods  to  left  of  main 
road.  Bucktails  skirmishing  with  enemy  in  front  of  battery.  Eighth 
Regiment  deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  and  right  of  battery  and 
left  of  the  road,  the  right  resting  on  the  road ;  Seventh  Regiment  three 
rods  in  rear  of  Eighth,  in  the  same  order;  the  Fourth  and  Third  in  rear 
of  Seventh,  in  column  of  division.  After  ten  minutes  the  Eighth 
moved  by  the  right  flank  to  the  right  of  the  road,  tlie  left  resting  on  the 
road;  the  Seventh  took  position  of  the  Eighth;  the  Third  deployed 
into  line  and  took  position  of  the  Seventh;  tlie  Fourth  dei)loyed  into 
line,  moved  by  the  right  flank  in  rear  of  the  Eighth.  While  in  this 
position  I  threw  Company  A  of  my  regiment  1o  the  rear  at  a  half  face 
to  the  right  to  watch  the  enemy,  who  were  said  to  be  in  a  narrow  strip 
of  timber  on  my  right.  We  remained  in  this  position  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  our  battery  ceased  firing,  then  took  our 
positions  in  order.  Fell  back  about  300  yards  to  another  position. 
The  Fourth,  Third,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  formed  column  of  companies, 
right  in  front,  in  order  in  rear  of  battery;  lay  there  for  three  hours. 
Then  Eighth  Regiment  was  ordered  forward  to  support  the  Bucktails, 
but  before  we  got  to  the  line  General  Reynolds  ordered  us  back  by  tlie 
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left  flank,  brigade  following  in  order  to  tbe  hospital  (King's).  Formed 
line  of  battle.  Seventh  and  Eighth  Regiments  ordered  forward  into 
the  woods.  Deployed  one  company  from  each  forward  as  skirmishers. 
Eemained  in  the  woods  for  one  hour,  when  heavy  firing  commenced  on 
the  right  of  the  line.  We  were  ordered  out  of  the  woods  by  the  right 
flank.  At  this  time  the  right  wing  began  to  fall  back.  Our  column 
moved  to  the  right  and  rear  of  some  batteries  on  a  hill.  First  Brigade 
formed  line  of  battle  near  a  road,  and  Second  Brigade  immediately 
in  onr  rear.  After  remaining  fifteen  minutes  both  brigades  moved  off 
by  the  left  flank,  left  ir.  front,  across  a  raviTie  to  a  hill  in  front  of  gen- 
eral hospital  on  old  battle-ground.  Halted  and  came  to  our  proper 
front.  Charged  bayonets  at  double-quick  across  a  field  to  a  road. 
The  Fifth  llegiment  Virginia  Volunteers  joining  my  regiment  on  the 
left,  we  halted  on  the  road  and  delivered  our  fire.  Held  the  enemy  in 
check  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  Fourth  Infantry  (regulars)  came  up 
in  rear  of  us  and  delivered  their  fire  over  my  regiment.  After  remain- 
ing here  ahovit  one  hour  we  fell  back  near  the  liospital.  Halted  for  a 
short  time,  then  moved  oft"  in  the  direction  of  (Jenterville.  During  the 
three  days,  and  until  we  reached  Centerville,  my  men  had  nothing  to 
eat  except  four  crackers  each  during  the  whole  of  the  time.  I  must  say 
that  my  men  and  oflflcers  behaved  well  during  the  engagements  of  those 
three  days.  Although  having  nothing  to  eat  and  marching  every  day, 
they  were  cheerful  and  obeyed  my  commands  without  hesitation. 
Many  fell  out  of  ranks,  but  as  soon  as  they  could  have  joined  the 
regiment  again,  and  are  now  ready  and  willing  to  try  their  hands  again. 
I  would  here  take  occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice  Capt.  J.  G.  Henry, 
Company  A;  Capt.  J.  M.  Kent,  Company  I;  Capt.  H.  C.  Dawson,  Com- 
pany G,  of  my  regiment,  for  their  bravery  and  coolness  while  engaged 
with  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  LEMOISr, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Eighth  Begt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve   Vol.  Corps. 
^General  Meade.  | 
[12.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Peter  BaMy,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of 

operations  August  SO. 

Twelfth  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Eeseeve  Corps, 

Camp  near  Alexandria,  August  [September]  5,  1863. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  Colonel  Hardin  having  been  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Tbird  Brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  Keserve  Corps  at 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  August  30, 18G2,  I  was  left  in  commaiid  of  the 
Twelfth  Regiment  of  the  said  brigade.  At  the  time  I  took  command 
the  Third  Brigade  was  ordered  to  clieck  the  advance  of  tlie  rebels  by 
General  McDowell  on  the  left  wing  of  our  army,  the  Twelfth  Reni- 
ment  being  in  advance  and  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  As  soon  as  the 
front  of  the  regiment  was  cleared  of  retiring  soldiers  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  fire,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  the  brigade  fell  back  the 
enemy  being  in  overwhelming  numbers.  After  we  fell  back  I  rallied 
the  regiment  and  had  but  fifty  one  men .  I  reported  this  fact  to  Colonel 
Hardin,  who  ordered  me  to  fall  back,  after  securing  his  person.  I 
joined  the  first  line  of  battle  I  came  to,  but  they  fell  back,  and  so  did 
also  the  second.  I  then  received  orders  from  one  of  General  Pope's 
aides  to  march  to  Centerville.  I  then  with  the  men  joined  General 
Patrick's   force,  after  consulting  with   the  commanding  officer,  and 
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inarched  witli  Geueral  Patrick's  command  to  Centerville,  where  I  finally 
joined  the  brigade.  In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  offtcers  and 
men  of  this  regiment  behaved  in  a  most  gallant  manner.  The  colors  of 
the  regiment  as  we  fell  bade  were  in  the  hands  of  First  Lieutenant 
Kelly,  Company  E,  of  said  regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

PETER  BALDY, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  Twelfth  Begt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corjjs. 

Bri  gadier-  General  [Me ADi;  ] . 

[12.] 


Report  of  Col.  Hugh  W.  McNeil,  First  Pennsylvania  Rifles  (Thirteenth 
Reserves),  of  operations  August  28-30. 

Hdqks.  Fibst  Rifles,  Eikst  Bkig.,  Reynolds'  Div., 

Pennsylvania  Reseeve  Volunteee  Goeps, 

Gcntcrvillc,  Va.,  August  31,  18(1:^. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rei)ort  of  the 
operations  of  tlie  six  companies  of  my  regiment  present  with  the  com- 
mand during  the  engagements  of  the  2Sth,  29th,  and  30th  instant: 

On  the  28th,  when  the  head  of  the  column  of  General  Reynolds'  divis- 
ion, of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  moving  down  theWarrenton  pike,liad 
reached  the  Aicinity  of  Grovetoa,  the  enemy  were  reported  immediately 
in  front.  I  moved  my  command  rapidly  forward,  when  the  enemy  opened 
a  brisk  artillery  fire  from  an  advantageous  position  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
General  Meade  ordered  me  to  deploy  my  regiment  as  skirmishers.  I  sent 
Companies  B,  D,  and  K  into  the  open  field  iu  front  of  the  enemy's  battery 
on  the  left,  and  A,  E,  and  F  through  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
After  the  enemy's  battery  had  been  silenced  I  was  ordered  to  move  the 
whole  line  forward  and  feel  the  position  of  tbc  enemy  in  the  front.  I 
found  the  battery  withdrawn  and  the  enemy  retiring  to  the  loft,  where 
a  considerable  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  could  be  seen  iu  the  dis- 
tance. A  small  party  of  scouts  was  encountered  at  Groveton  and  driven 
back.  In  the  meantime  Captain  Irviu,  with  the  three  companies  origi- 
nally deployed  on  the  left,  was  ordered  by  (general  Reynolds  to  recou- 
noiter  along  the  road  to  the  left  as  far  as  Sudley  Springs.  I  inclose 
Captain  Irvin's  report  of  the  reconnaissance  (paper  marked  A).  Receiv- 
ing information  from  you  that  the  division  had  made  a  detour  to  the 
right  iu  the  direction  of  Manassas,  I  moved  the  line  of  skirmishers  by 
the  right  flank  and  joined  the  command  without  casualty.  The  next 
morning  (the  29th)  I  was  again  ordered  by  General  Meade  to  throw  out 
a  line  of  skirmishers  across  the  division  front  as  it  advanced  on  the 
left  of  Schenck  and  Milroy,  who  Aveie  then  engaging  the  enemy  on  the 
right.  Nothing  was  discovered  until  the  position  was  reached  where 
the  skirmish  of  the  day  before  occurred.  Tlie  fight  was  confined  at  thi? 
time  to  the  extreme  right,  the  enemy  being  apparently  in  the  same  posf 
tiou  as  the  day  before,  but  our  forces  were  now  ai)proaching  from  tliu 
op]>osite  direction.  On  reaching  Groveton  I  was  ordered  to  call  in  tlie 
skirmishers,  move  along  the  road  westward,  and  take  a  position  to 
protect  our  left  flank.  In  passing  to  the  point  indicated  my  command 
was  under  a  most  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery,  which  was 
throwing  shell  and  grape,  causing  a  considerable  loss  in  wounded. 
Soon  after  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  opened  upon  us  from  a  thicket 
and  house  on  our  left.  I  deployed  on  either  side  of  the  road  and 
advanced  the  line,  driving  them  back  and  discovering  the  enemy  in 
jbrce  with  artillery.    The  house  from  which  we  drove  them  I  ascertained 
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had  been  occupied  as  a  hospital  by  King's  division  during  the  severe 
engagement  of  the  evening  before.  In  this  lay  thirty-eight  wounded. 
"While  preparing  to  send  these  to  the  rear,  I  was  ordered  by  the  general 
to  retire.  My  men  had  made  a  most  spirited  dash  upon  the  ambuscaded 
foe,  rushing  upon  them  with  the  bayonet,  determined  to  And  what  was 
not  oijen  to  their  aim.  I  succeeded  in  bringing  off  my  own  killed  and 
wounded  and  rejoined  the  brigade  in  its  position  farther  to  the  left. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  I  was  ordered  by  General  Meade  to 
advance  my  command  deployed  as  skirmishers  over  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  Hatch's  brigade  during  the  battle  of  the  evening  before,  and 
gather  up  the  wounded  left  on  the  field.  I  pushed  the  line  forward  to 
the  crest  of  the  hill  beyond,  and  there  engaged  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers, receiving  also  the  fire  of  his  batteries.  All  the  wounded,  numbering 
between  twenty  and  thirty,  were  sent  to  the  rear.  After  holding  this 
position  for  several  hours  General  Jleynolds  directed  me  to  move  for- 
ward and  drive  back  the  sharpshooters  that  were  delivering  a  galling 
fire  from  concealed  positions  in  our  front.  The  Fifth  Regiment  of  our 
division  was  deployed  in  extension  of  our  line  to  the  left,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  Second  and  Third  Kegiments  I  advanced  rapidly,  gaining 
the  enemy's  position  and  pouring  a  destructive  tire  into  his  retreating 
line.  From  this  point  the  enemy  was  seen  massing  his  forces  for  an 
attack  upon  our  left  flank,  and  being  already  enfiladed  by  a  battery, 
the  line  retired  to  its  original  position.  Owing  to  the  exposure  of  my 
men  to  a  sharj)  fire  from  Avell-armed  marksmen  securely  posted  several 
casualties  occurred,  but  all  the  wounded  were  brought  safely  to  the 
rear.  I  was  recalled  from  this  position  in  time  to  j)articipate  with  the 
rest  of  the  command  in  the  general  engagement  of  the  day.  My  regi- 
ment, although  much  reduced  by  four  companies  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kane  being  detached  on  duty  guarding  the  wagon  train  and 
worn  down  by  the  fatigue  of  the  three  preceding  engagements,  entered 
into  action  with  unabated  spirit.  Our  position  was  on  the  right  of  the 
First  Brigade,  immediately  under  the  notice  of  General  Meade,  when 
the  Reserves  made  their  splendid  charge  upon  the  enemy,  and  it  would 
be  "Superfluous  for  me  to  state  here  how  my  command  conducted  itself. 
Tv/o  companies  (D  and  E)  were  without  a  single  commissioned  officer, 
but  by  their  steady  self-reliance  they  furnished  a  proof  of  the  marked 
intelligence  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Union  Army.  I  submit  herewith 
Asst.  Surg.  William  B.  Jones'  report  (paper  marked  "B")  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  during  the  recent  engagements.* 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  w.  McNeil, 

Colonel,  Commandiiuj  Rifles. 
Oapt.  EnwARD  (3.  Baird, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Brigade. 

[luclosure.] 

A. 

Groveton,  August  28, 1862. 
Col.  H.  W.  McNeil,  ' 

Commanding  First  Rifles: 

About  noon  of  the  28th  instant,  shortly  after  we  had  been  deployed 
by  your  order  as  skirmishers  on  the  Warrenton  road  at  the  point 
where  the  head  of  our  column  had  been  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  battery 
1  was  ordered  by  General  Reynolds  to  take  the  three  companies  then 
deployed  upon  the  left  of  the  road  immediately  in  front  of  our  battery 

*  Embodied  in  table,  Vol.  XTI,  Pan,  II,  p.  250. 
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aud  proceed  in  the  direction  of  and  to  Sudley  Springs  to  ascertain  the 
force  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  A  portion  of  a  company  of  cav- 
alry were  placed  under  my  command,  and  ivith  them  in  advance  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  direction  indicated,  carefully  examining  the  woods  and 
ravines  on  my  flanks  to  guard  against  a  concealed  enemy.  At  a  point 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  Warrenton  road  a  squad  of 
rebel  cavalry  were  seen  in  the  distance,  who  retired  as  we  advanced. 
Within  sight  of  Sudley  Springs  we  met  a  contraband  direct  from  the 
enemy's  lines,  who  informed  me  that  the  rebels  lay  in  force  immediately 
in  rear  of  their  battery,  and  were  then  commencing  to  move  ofi"  to 
their  left  across  the  Warrenton  road.  Upon  receiving  this  information 
1  changed  my  direction  aud  moved  more  to  the  right  to  ascertain  if  pos- 
sible more  fully  their  position  and  force,  when  an  order  was  received 
from  General  lleynolds  to  fall  back  upon  the  road,  as  the  command 
was  moving  off  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  Manassas.  1  Ipon  reach- 
ing the  road  I  madeaverbal  report  to  the  general  in  substance  as  above. 
The  day  being  warm,  and  we  necessarily  moving  rapidly,  the  men 
were  much  fatigued,  when  about  3  p.  m.  we  joined  your  command. 
llespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  IKVIN, 
[12.]  Gommandind  Comxmnies. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frank  H.  Langley,  First  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations 

August  29-30. 

BlVOXTAC  NEAR  WiNOHBSTKE,  October  m,  1862. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  for- 
ward to  you  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Virginia  Eegiraent 
in  the  battle  of  Groveton: 

This  regiment  arrived,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Skinner, 
with  the  brigade  upon  the  right  of  our  lines,  on  the  railroad  leading 
from  Gainesville  to  Manassas,  on  Friday,  the  29th  of  August,  at  about 
1.30  o'clock.  From  there  we  moved  across  the  railroad  about  half  a 
mile  under  a  heavy  shelling  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  to  our  left. 
We  then  fell  back  under  cover  of  a  woods,  and  after  remaining  in  that 
position  an  hour,  returned,  marching  past  the  lirst  position,  and  i'ormed 
in  line  in  i-ear  of  Hood's  brigade,  remaining  there  that  night  and  until 
Saturday  evening,  when,  at  4  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  forward  and  to 
the  left  to  support  General  Jenkins.  Passing  through  a  small  woods, 
we  came  into  a  large  field,  having  the  Chinn  house  to  left.  Then  we 
were  ordered  to  make  a  half  left  wheel,  and  then  forward  under  a  heavy 
cannonade  for  about  500  yards.  Tiic  enemy  holding  on  most  stubbornly, 
but  unable  to  stand,  they  fell  back,  leaving  the  battery  in  onr  hands. 
Here,  colonel,  allow  me  to  call  attention  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Skinner,  who,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  rode  into  the 
battery,  cutting  down  two  of  the  enemy  at  their  guns.  We  advanced 
beyond  the  battery  down  a  slope  into  some  pines  and  there  remained, 
holding  this  position  until  night,  then  falling  back  and  bivouacking  near 
our  first  position.  Loss  during  both  days,  4  killed  and  2G  wounded  (3 
since  dead),  and  1  missing. 

I  have,  colonel,  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  11.  LANGLBY, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Colonel  Corse, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 
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Report  of  CajJt.  Philip  S.  Ashby,  Seventh  Yirfiinia  Infantri/,  of  oiierations 

August  29-HO. 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  TiEoiMENT  Virginia  Infantry, 

Vamp  near  Winchester,  October  11,  18(12. 

Colonel:  I  Lave  tlie  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  ■n'as  under 
a  severe  fire  of  artillery  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  August,  but 
met  wi  th  no  casualties.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  the  regiment  was 
again  in  action,  commanded  by  Colonel  Patton,  near  the  battery  taken 
by  the  Seventh  and  Twenty-fourth  Virginia.  Colonel  Pattoi  ,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Flowerree,  Major  Swindler,  Adjutant  Patton,  aiic  Captains 
Boleu,  Harris,  and  Fry,  Vith  Lieutenants  Miller,  Estes,  Dean,  MuUins, 
and  liosser,  were  wounded.  After  passing  the  battery,  the  right  wing 
moved  forward  and  the  left  wing  formed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  to  the 
left,  and  advanced  iu  pursuit  of  the  enemy  until  relieved.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  give  the  number  of  men  engaged  in  the  action.  Officers 
and  men  all  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

PH.  S.  ASHBY, 
Captain,  Commanclinfi  Regiment. 

Col.  M.  T>.  Corse, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Casualties:  Officers,  none  killed,  12  wounded;  enlisted  men,  5  killed, 
36  wounded ;  total,  53. 

[12.]  

Report  of  Capt.   Robert   M.   Mitchell,   Eleventh    Virginia   Infantry,   of 

operations  August  30. 

Bivouac  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment, 

Near  Winchester,  Ya.,  October  ID,  1862. 
Colonel:  Agreeably  to  your  order  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  as 
m'ade  by  (Japtain  Mitchell  of  the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  Manassas 
August  30, 18fi2,  by  the  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment: 

The  regiment  vent  into  tliis  actiini  nnder  connniiuid  of  Maj.  Adam  Clement,  and, 
iu  con.iunctiou  with  other  regiments  of  this  brigade,  captnred  two  batteries,  drove 
their  Mipports  from  the  held,  and  held  a  position  a  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the 
position  of  the  batteries,  keeping  the  enemy  iit  bay,  we  being  too  few,  having  lost 
considerably,  to  advance  against  such  odds  as  confronted  us,  until  our  supports  came 
upon  the  field,  when  we  retired,  by  order,  to  reform. 

In  conse(|ncnce  of  the  abNeuce  of  the  adjutant,  I  am  unable  to  state,  with  any 
certainty,  the  number  carried  into  this  engagement.  Both  officers  and  men  con- 
ducted themselves  with  their  usual  skill,  courage,  ajid  bravery,  losing  1)  killed  and 
55  wounded. 

GEO.  W.  LAZiENBY, 

Actin<i  Adjutant. 

[Col.  M.  I).  Corse.] 

[12.]  


Report  of  Maj.  Arthur  Herbert,  Seventeenth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations August  29-30. 

Camp  of  SEVii^NTEENTii  Virginia  Infantry, 

October  JJ,  18G2. 
Sir  :  I  herein  report  part  taken  by  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  Regiment 
in  tlic  actions  of  the  2!)th  and  30th  of  August  at  and  near  Manassas: 

liCaviiig  our  bivouac  at  Thoroughfaie  (hip  on  morning  of  29th,  we 
soon  came  in  sound  of  the  guns,  and  a  short  distance  below  (Tainesville. 
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in  sight  of  our  batteries,  tlien  replying  rapidly  to  those  of  the  enemy, 
■were  sent  with  our  brigade  and  took  position  on  extreme  right  of  oar 
line.  In  taking  this  position  we  had  to  cross  an  open  field  in  lull  view 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  opened  upon  us  with  a  hot  flre  of  shell, 
under  which  our  line  advanced  steadily  and  coolly.  Our  casualties 
were  two  men  wounded.  We  were  afterward  moved  with  our  brigade 
some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  left,  where  wo  reinaiued  under  arms 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  again 
under  arms  in  same  position,  and  remained  so  until  about  4  o'clock  in 
tlie  evening,  when  orders  arrived  for  our  brigade  to  forward  in  the 
direction  of  the  Chinu  house.  Some  half  a  mile  this  side,  our  brigade 
was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  the  Seventeenth  occui)yiug  the  right. 
Colonel  Marye  commanding.  When  near  the  Chinu  house  came  under 
heavy  fire  of  shell  and  musketry,  the  enemy's  batteries  and  line  of 
battle  being  in  full  view  on  the  hill  beyond.  Our  line  advanced  firmly 
under  the  enemy's  fire,  and  not  until  the  men  commenced  firing  and 
advancing  did  any  irregularities  occur,  though  many  were  shot  down 
in  this  part  of  the  engagement.  It  was  here  that  our  lieutenant- 
colonel  received  his  wound  and  fell  nobly  doing  his  duty.  The  well- 
known  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  this  oflicer  needs  no  eulogy.  Our 
color-sergeant  being  struck  down,  the  colors  were  hardly  allowed  to 
touch  the  ground  before  they  were  seized  by  Corporal  Harper,  of  the 
color  guard,  and  by  him  carried  steadily  and  bravely  to  the  front  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  fight.  Though  somewhat  scattered,  our  regi- 
ment assisted  in  capturing  the  enemy's  guns  and  driving  them  from 
that  portion  of  the  field.  Private  Colema]i,  Company  E,  taking  from 
the  enemy's  color-bearer  the  national  colors  of  one  of  their  regiments, 
handed  them  to  Colonel  Corse,  who,  waving  them  in  front  of  the 
brigade,  added  life  and  renewed  energy  to  our  men.  Officers  and  men, 
with  rare  exceptions,  behaved  well.  Conspicuous  for  their  coolness  I 
beg  leave  to  mention  Lieutenant  Gardner,  acting  adjutant  of  tlie  regi- 
ment; Lieutenant  Perry,  in  command  Company  A ;  Lieutenant  Turner, 
commanding  Company  C;  Lieutenant  Wallace,  commanding  Company 
F;  Lifeutenant  Tubman,  commanding  Company  I*; ;  Sergeant  Lovelace, 
Company  H,  killed  on  the  field ;  Privates  Harper  and  Manly,  Company 
G;  Corpl.  T.  Ryan,  Company  I,  and  many  others  whose  names  cannot 
be  learned  at  this  late  day,  owing  to  absence,  wounds,  and  death  of 
officers.  Below  please  find  list  of  casualties.* 
liespectfully, 


Col.  M.  L>.  Corse. 

[12.] 


A.  HEltBERT, 
Major  ^Seventeenth  Virginia  liegiment. 


Report  of  Gapt.  Joseph  A.  Rambriel;  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry, 
of  operations  Angust  39-30. 

Hkadquabteks  Twenty-fouetu  Virginia  RBfiiMENT, 

October  11,  1802. 

Sill :  In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Terry  and  the  other  field  officers  of 
the  regiment  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
2!)th  of  August  this  regiment  was  detached  from  the  brigade  and  ordered 
to  the  support  of  Captain  Rogers'  battery,  and  although  subjected  to  a 
severe  artillery  fire  for  several  hours,  I  have  no  casualties  to  report 

'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  men  killed  and  5  officers  and  39  men  wounded.     , 
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except  that  Captain  Shelton  was  severely  wouDtled  by  a  fragment  of 
sbell.  Lieutenant  Smith,  commanding  Company  B,  was  sent  forward 
with  his  company  deployed  as  skirmishers,  but  sustained  no  injury. 
The  Tweutj^-fourth  remained  in  supporting  distance  of  the  battery  until 
theafternoon  of  the  30th,  when  it  wa  s  ordered  to  join  the  brigade.  Being 
formed  on  tlie  left  of  the  brigade,  the  whole  brigade  moved  off  in  the 
direction  of  the  Ohinn  house,  now  the  theater  of  a  furious  cannonade. 
A  short  halt  was  made  in  a  corn-field  and  the  brigade  formed  in  line  of 
battle.  A  moment  afterward  and  the  word  "forward,  men,  forward," 
rang  out  along  the  whole  line.  The  regiment  moved  oft'  in  good  order, 
passed  over  the  corn-field  and  through  a  narrow  skirt  of  woods,  and 
came  suddenly  upon  an  open  field  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
not  more  than  COO  yards  distant,  its  supports  and  his  long  line  of  bat- 
tle to  the  right.  No  halt  was  made,  but  the  men  and  officers  dashed 
forward  in  splendid  style.  Just  before  reaching  the  Chinn  house  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hairston  received  a  painful  wound  in  the  thigh  and 
retired  from  the  field.  In  passing  the  house  tlie  light  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  and  the  left  of  the  Seventh  became  intermingled,  but  formed 
promptly  as  soon  as  the  obstacle  was  passed.  "VVe  were  not  more  than 
250  yards  from  the  enemy's  battery.  He  at  once  opened  upon  us  with 
canister,  doing  considerable  damage,  but  the  men  went  forward  like 
heroes.  Lieutenant  French  was  here  killed,  Lieutenants  Carter  and 
Shockley  severely  wounded.  The  enemy  stood  by  his  guns  until  we 
had  almost  reached  his  line  of  battle,  when  he  suddenly  gave  way  and 
went  iicll-mell  across  the  field,  leaving  their  splendid  battery  a  trophy 
to  the  valor  of  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Seventh  Virginia  Regiments  (the 
light  of  the  Twenty-fourth  and  the  left  of  the  Seventh  having  passed 
directly  over  the  ground  occupied  by  it).  The  enemy  was  pursued  to 
the  neighboring  woods,  when  the  brigade  was  relieved.  Colonel  Terry 
had  his  horse  shot  in  two  places  and  behaved  most  gallantly.  I  regret 
to  say  that  our  loss  was  very  heavy,  being  nearly  40  per  cent.,  having 
11  killed  and  G7  wounded,  a  good  many  of  whom  have  since  died. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  HAMBRICK, 
Capt.,  Gomdg.  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  licgt.,  Kemper's  Brigade. 

Colonel  CoESE, 

Commanding  First  lirigade,  Kemper'n  Division. 

[12.] 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1862.— Evacuation  of  Frederick,  Md.,  by  Union  forces. 

Report  of  Vapt.  William   T.  Faithful,  First  Maryland  Totomac  Home 

Brigade  Infantry. 

Camp  at  Sandy  Hootc,  Md., 

September  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  been  notified  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  September, 
1802,  by  Col.  IJ.  S.  Miles,  commanding,  that  Frederick  was  threatened 
by  the  enemy,  and  that  I  should  destroy  all  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary stores,  I  hereby  make  the  following  report: 

I  immediately  had  all  the  horses  sent  oft'  to  a  place  of  safety  in 
Pennsylvania.  1  immediately  gathered  up  all  the  cars  in  Frederick 
and  loaded  them  with  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  and 
shi])ped  them  to  Baltimore.  I  then  ])roceeded  to  gather  all  Govern- 
ment wagons,  with  others  that  I  pressed  into  service,  and  loaded  them 
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witli  tlie  most  costly  of  liosyittil  stores,  aud  all  books  aud  papers  of  tlie 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments,  and  placed  them  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  G.  T.  Castle,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  aud 
sent  tliem  on  toward  Pennsylvania,  after  which  1  sent  some  275  con- 
valescents from  the  hospital  to  Gettysburg,  to  intercept  the  Northern 
Central  Eailroad,  that  they  might  be  shipped  to  Baltimore  or  Phila- 
delphia, and  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Such  hospital  stores 
as  could  not  be  sent  oil'  for  the  want  of  transportation  I  ordered  to  be 
destroyed,  under  the  superintendence  of  Asst.  Surg.  li.  F.  Weir,  in 
charge  of  hospital.  After  having  seen  everything  safely  off,  I  then 
ordered  the  telegraph  operator  to  detach  his  instruments  and  leave  for 
Baltimore  or  Washington,  to  report  to  the  general  superintendent. 
This  having  been  accomplished,  I  started  with  my  company  and  all 
men  belonging  to  the  regiment  for  Kuoxville.  Having  arrived  there, 
and  iiuding  no  headquarters,  I  came  on  to  Sandy  Hook  and  re])orted  my 
command  to  Col.  W.  P.  Maulsby.  I  have  further  to  report  that  in 
consequence  of  having  no  means  of  conveyance  I  could  not  bring  any 
of  my  company  property  along  Avith  me,  consequently  I  am  without 
companjr  books,  tents,  &c.  I  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  Saturday  after- 
noon at  4  o'clock,  September  0,  1862. 
All  of  Avhich  I  most  respectfully  submit. 
I  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  FAITHFUL, 
Gapt.,  Late  Provost- Marshal  and  Comdy.  Officer  at  Fredericlc,  Md. 

liieut.  H.  C.  IIEYNOLUS, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  liailroad  Briijade,  llarperh  Ferry,  Va. 

[PJ.J 


SEPTEMBER  3-20,  1862.— The  Maryland  Campaign. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Peter  G.  Ilains,  U.  ;S'.  Corps  of  Engineers,  commanding 
Jiuttery  M,  Second  U.  *V.  Artillery,  of  operations  September  5-18. 

Camp  at  Shakpsbtirg,  Md., 

September  3H,  1803. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  Horse  Battery  M,  Second  Artillery,  during  the  recent  engage- 
ments with  the  enemy.  The  battery  was  attached  to  General  Pleason- 
ton's  cavalry  division  September  5, 18G2.  It  was  complete  with  six 
pieces,  3-incli  caliber.  We  left  Tennallytowu  on  the  evening  of  5th 
of  September,  iind  proceeded  with  the  cavalry  on  the  advance,  without 
any  occurrence  of  im])ortauce  till  we  arrived  at  Uawsonville.  By  Gen- 
eral Pleasonton's  order  a  section  under  Lieutenant  Chapin  was  detached 
and  sent  forward  with  Colonel  Farnsworth's  cavalry  to  Poolesville 
(Lieutenant  Chapiu's  report  is  annexed).*  Lieutenant  Chapin  rejoined 
the  battery  at  Barncsville  on  the  9th  instant.  On  the  morning  of  the 
10th,  by  General  Pleasonton's  order,  his  section  was  sent  to  report  to 
CJolonel  Mclteynolds.  On  the  11th  instant  the  rest  of  the  battery 
moved  forward  with  the  cavalry,  and  overtook  the  enemy  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  loth,  posted  on  the  crest  of  the  hills  commanding  the  road 
to  Middletown.  The  enemy  opened  Are  on  us  as  we  approached,  at 
about  0  a.  m.  I  brought  forward  the  leading  section  aud  placed  it  in 
action  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  other  section  was  held  in  reserve. 
Captain  Kobertsou  took  position  on  my  left  and  somewhat  nearer  the 

*  Not  found. 
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enemy.  The  firing  wa«  thus  kept  up  for  some  time.  Being  under  Cap- 
tain llobertson's  orders,  I  received  orders  from  bim  to  bring  forward  my 
reserved  section  and  open  fire.  This  section  I  placed  in  an  orchard  about 
1,400  yards  from  the  enemy.  The  other  section  was  moved  up  closer  on 
the  right.  The  whole  battery  then  opened  a  fire  of  case-shot  and  percus- 
sion-shell on  the  enemy,  and  after  a  sharp  cannonade  of  several  hours 
the  enemy  retired.  Notwithstanding  the  inequality  of  position  of  our 
battery  and  that  of  the  enemy,  we  drove  them  froju  their  position  with 
the  loss  of  only  two  horses.  Upon  their  retiring,  we  followed  with 
alacrity,  aTid  overtook  them  again  near  Middletown.  A  few  rounds 
from  a  section  of  my  battery,  and  from  Captain  Gibson's  battery  on  my 
right,  sufliced  to  silence  tbem  again,  this  time  without  loss  on  our  part. 
That  night  one  section  was  placed  in  a  commanding  position,  covering 
the  road  to  Boonsborough,  and  supported  by  three  squadrons  of  the 
First  Massachusetts  Cavalry.  The  battery  did  not  engage  the  enemy 
again  until  the  battle  of  Shariisburg,  on  the  17th  instant.  On  the 
morning  of  the  17th  orders  were  received  to  move  forward,  which  I  did, 
supjwrted  by  Colonel  Childs'  cavalry.  We  crossed  the  bridge  at  the 
Antietam  Creek,  moved  forward,  and  immediately  engaged  the  enemy. 
One  section,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  was  jdaced  in 
position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  the  other,  under  Sergeant  Keilly,  on 
the  left,  placed  there  by  ('a])tain  Bobertson.  The  enemy  were  in  con- 
siderable force  in  front  of  us,  and  concentrated  a  heavy  artillery  fire  on 
theright  section.  Sharpshooters  sent  forward  bythe  enemy,  and  posting 
tliemsehes  behind  a  stone  wall,  annoyed  us  some,  they  being  in  good 
rifle  range.  After  several  hours'  hard  lighting,  the  enemy  were  either 
driven  from  their  guns  or  compelled  to  retire.  About  this  time  I 
received  orders  to  retire  my  battery,  which  not  being  immediately 
obeyed  was  repented.  I  then  retired  the  right  section  one  piece  at  a 
time.  As  sooji  as  the  right  section  was  fairly  on  the  road  I  retired 
the  other.  Our  loss  in  the  whole  engagement  was,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  single  horse,  confined  wholly  to  Lieutenant  Hamilton's 
section.  In  that  section  I  lost  Lance  Corporal  Frain,  wounded,  2  pri- 
vates killed,  2  wounded,  and  '2  horses  wounded.  At  the  other  section 
our  loss  was  1  horse  killed.  One  of  the  ammunition  chests  had  a  shot 
put  through  it.  The  projectiles  ijrincipally  used  were  case-shot  and 
percussion  shell.  At  about  5  p.  m.  I  took  ])osition  on  the  same  hill, 
but  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  engaged  the  enemy  again.  The  fire 
this  time  was  directed  against  their  infantry  entirely.  The  column  of 
the  enemy  that  moved  against  our  right  wing  sufiered  severely  from 
our  fire,  both  on  their  advance  and  on  being  driven  back.  At  dark  I 
received  orders  to  retire  to  my  former  camping  ground.  I  am  grati- 
fied to  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Hamil- 
ton, chief  of  the  right  section,  who  had  to  act  as  gunner  at  one  of  his 
pieces  under  a  galling  fire,  wliich  had  disabled  the  gunner  of  it  and 
wounded  and  killed  four  of  its  cannoneers.  First  Sergeant  Beilly,  who 
counnanded  the  left  section,  performed  his  duties  with  remarkable 
coolness.  Sergeants  Pfett'er  and  Flood  and  Corporal  Hasenzahl  and 
Liuice  ('orporal  Frain  (who  was  wounded)  all  deserve  special  notice. 
All  the  men  of  the  company  behaved  with  their  accustomed  coolness 
and  courage  with  one  exception,  Private  Litten,  who  was  not  at  all 
remarkable  for  coolness  or  courage.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th 
iiistant  the  battery  started  witli  Colonel  McReynolds'  cavalry  toward 
Williamsport.  Lieutenant  Chapin  was  detached  with  his  section  to  go 
with  a  battalion  of  the  First  New  York  Cavalry  on  the  Sharpsburg 
road.    His  annexed  report  will  show  the  part  taken  by  the  section  in 
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tlie  encounter  that  ensued.'  On  the  morning  of  the  lOth  we  entered 
Williamsport  and  remained  there  till  the  22d  instant,  when  I  was 
relieved  in  command  of  the  company  by  Lieutenant  Pennington, 
Second  Artillery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  C.  nAINS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Corps  of  Iliir/ineers. 
Oapt.  A.  J.  Cohen, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Phasonionh  Cavalry  Division. 
[19-]  

Report  of  Capt.  James  Thompson,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  of  oper- 
ations September  17. 

Camp  Near  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  September  22,  18G2. 

SlE:  I  beg  to  report  for  your  information  the  part  taken  and  list  of 
casualties  in  Capt.  James  Thompson's  battery,  Pennsylvania  ^'olun- 
teer  Light  Artillery: 

In  accordance  with  orders,  received  through  Captain  Williams,  we 
moved  from  the  position  occupied  by  us  during  the  night  and  followed 
the  division,  as  ordered,  and  selected  a  position  in  grass  field,  in  rear 
of  General  Duryea's  brigade,  and  replied  to  a  rebel  battery  to  our  right 
front;  but  finding  that  a  battery  to  our  left  front  had  got  the  correct 
range  of  our  position,  I  directed  my  fire  on  it,  and  as  the  smoke  from 
the  enemy  and  our  guns  prevented  me  from  closely  observing  the 
effects  of  our  fire,  I  directed  my  men  to  fire  slowly  lantil  they  could  get 
the  correct  range,  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  came  into  action 
in  plowed  field  for  a  few  minutes,  when  I  advanced  into  corn-field,  in 
rear  of  right  of  Duryea's  brigade,  and  continued  in  action  until  about 
10  a.  m.  During  the  action  I  observed  the  enemy  advancing  from  the 
wood  to  our  right  front,  when  we  directed  our  fire  on  them,  nsing  short 
fuse,  as  we  could  not  use  canister,  as  many  of  our  men  were  lying 
wounded  in  front  of  our  guns.  "When,  findhig  that  our  division  had 
retil^d,  and  that  I  had  not  sufficient  men  left  to  man  my  guns,  I  retired 
to  first  position  in  grass  field.  The  moment  I  halted  eighteen  of  my 
horses  fell  dead,  when  1  retired,  having  to  abandon  the  disabled  guns 
for  a  few  moments  until  I  could  return  with  teams  to  haul  them  to  the 
rear.  I  afterward  returned  to  recover  the  harness,  but  found  it  cut 
and  destroyed,  having  had  19  team  and  4  non-commissioned  officers' 
horses  shot  and  several  others  wounded.t 
A^ery  respectfully, 

JAMBS  THOMPSON, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Independent  Battery  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Artillery. 

General  J.  B.  Eicketts. 

[19-]  

L'eport  of  Brig.  Gen.  Abram  Buryca,  U.  H.  Army,  of  operations  Septem- 
ber 17. 

Hdqes.  First  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  First  Corps, 

Near  Sharpsburg,  September  20,  18G2. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  the  division,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  at  early 

*Notfonnd.  ,      ,  ^„  ,   ,    •     ,    t       o 

\  Nominal  list  of  casualties  (hero  omitted)  shows  12  men  -wounded,  luclnding  2 

men  attaclied  from  the  One  liiiudie.l  iind  lilth  New  York  Infantry,  both  of  whom 

Bubsequeutly  died  in  the  Snioketowii  hospital. 
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dawn,  we  took  the  position  assigned  iis  on  tlie  field  of  battle  as  a 
reserve  in  support  of  General  Hartsufffor  tlie  engagements  of  the  day. 
The  action  opened  at  daylight,  but,  owing  to  the  early  fall  of  General 
Hartsuflf,  wo  quickly  gained  the  right  of  the  division  and  immediately 
became  hotly  engaged  Avith  the  enemy.  The  position  of  the  enemy  was 
in  a  corn-field  slightly  oblique  with  the  center  lines,  forming  an  acute 
angle  with  the  left  of  the  first  line.  There  were  two  batteries  on  our 
right,  which  opened  with  terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy.  Our  infantry, 
maintaining  their  ground,  poured  in  a  flank  fire  Avith  great  execution. 
The  conflict  continued  until  there  were  only  about  100  men  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fourth  and  One  hundred  and  fifth  New  York  Kegiments 
left  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  At  this  point  the  cannoneers  of  one 
of  the  batteries  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  guns.  The  remnants 
of  the  two  regiments  above  named  rallied  behind  a  large  rock  and  con- 
tinued to  pour  in  a  deadly  fire  until  re-enforcements  came  up  and  cov- 
ered the  guns.  The  enemy's  dead  upon  the  field  were  almost  in  as 
perfect  line  as  if  on  dress  parade.  It  gives  jne  pleasure  to  say  that  the 
men  coirld  not  have  fought  with  more  deterjnination  and  gallantry. 
Tours,  most  respectfully, 

A.  DURYEA, 

Briga  Mcr-  General. 

Capt.  John  W.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[19.J 


Report  of  Col.  Richard  Coulter,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  com- 
manding brigade,  of  operations  September  10-17. 

Hdqks.  Third  Bnia.,  Second  Div.,  Fiest  Akjty  Corps, 

Camp  near  Bharpsbnrg,  Md.,  September  .91,  1862. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  oi-ders  I  report  the  following  as  the  part  borne 
by  this  (General  Hartsuff's)  brigade  in  the  action  with  the  enemy  of 
16th  and  17th  instant: 

On  evening  of  IGth  brigade  was  (under  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
with  loss  of  some  wounded)  placed  in  position,  in  line,  connecting  with 
General  Buryea's  (First)  brigade  on  ri  ght  and  left  resting  in  rear  of  right 
of  General  Seymour's  brigade.  Here  remained  on  arms  during  night. 
At  daylight  17th  General  Hartsuff  moved  brigade  forward,  skirmishers 
being  advanced,  who  soon  engaged  the  enemy.  On  reaching  wood  in 
which  General  Seymour  was  already  engaged,  learned  that  General 
Hartsufl:' (who  was  in  advance  examining  position)  had  been  severely 
wounded  and  removed  from  the  field.  I  here  assumed  command  of 
brigade,  which  was  at  the  time  in  line  as  follows,  connnencing  on  the 
right:  Twelfth  Massachusetts,  Major  Burbank;  Eleventh  Pennsylva- 
nia, Colonel  Coulter;  Thirteenth  Massachusetts,  Major  Gould,  and 
Eighty-third  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Atter bury,  tlie  left  ( Eighty- 
t))ird  New  York  Volunteers  and  Tliirteenth  Massachusetts)  occupy- 
ing rear  of  wood  occupied  by  General  Seymour  and  right  (Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  and  Twelfth  Massachusetts)  1  lie  open  ground  to  ri"-ht 
of  woods.  In  this  position  1  advanced  brigade  to  front,  and  "at 
suggestion  of  General  Seymour,  to  right,  so  as  to  clear  right  of' his 
line.  This  obliquing  to  the  right  had  tlie  ett'ect  of  bringing  one-half  of 
Thirteenth  Massachusetts  into  o])en  ground,  leaving  the  other  half  of 
this  regiment  and  the  I'jighty-third  New  York  Volunteers  in  the  wood 
somewhat  protected  by  the  trees  and  nature  of  the  ground.    The 
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advance  was  maintained  under  a  most  severe  tire  of  artillery  and 
infantry,  wbicli,  however,  was  as  briskly  replied  to  as  the  forward  move- 
ment would  admit  of.  Tbis  continued  until  the  left  liad  reached  within 
about  forty  yards  of  the  front  of  woods  mentioned,  and  in  front  of 
which  the  enemy  had  well  established  their  line.  The  loss  Avas  becom- 
ing very  heavy,  especially  on  the  right,  and  repeated  demands  were 
being  made  throughout  the  line  for  additional  ainniunitioi) — the  supply 
being  by  this  time  nearly  exhausted.  The  left  was  re-enforced  by  a 
part  of  the  Second  (General  Tower's)  Brigade,  in  consequence  of  which, 
and  the  protected  nature  of  the  ground,  a  vejy  heavy  lire  was  main- 
tained from  this  quarter,  while  ou  the  right  tJie  lire  lessened  every 
moment.  At  this  time  Colonel  Lyle,  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, advanced  through  the  woods  to  the  right  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
Their  ammunition  being  now  entirely  exhausted,  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania and  Twelfth  Massachusetts  were  Avithdrawn  about  200  yards 
to  the  rear,  where,  being  afterward  joined  by  the  Eighty-third  New 
York  and  Thirteenth  Massachusetts,  the  brigade  was  reformed.  Here 
remained  until  the  front  line  was  occupied  by  another  division,  when, 
by  orders  of  General  Eicketts,  again  moved  forward  to  join  other 
brigades  of  division,  where  a  supply  of  ammunition  was  received  and  a 
rest  allowed. 

In  the  afternoon  again  moved  witli  division  to  the  right  to  the  sup- 
port of  batteries  engaged  at  that  point,  and  there  remained  during  even- 
ing and  night.  The  brigade  went  into  action  about  5  o'clock  and  retired 
about  9  a.  m.  For  two  hours  of  that  time  it  was  exposed  to  a  most 
galling  fire,  as  is  shown  by  the  casualties  rei)orted,  while  a  view  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  this  attack  exhibits  at  least  a  fourfold 
mortality.  The  Eighty-third  New  York  went  into  action  with  fifteen 
officers,  of  whom  three  were  disabled.  I  would  desire  to  make  favora- 
ble mention  of  Captain  Moesch  and  Captain  Hendrickson,  of  this  regi- 
ment. The  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  had  disabled  three  officers  out  of 
twelve  taken  into  action.  I  would  here  make  especial  mention  of  Major 
Gould,  commandingthis  regiment.  He  brought  his  men  well  into  action, 
by  his  gallantry  maintained  and  encouraged  them  while  there,  and  was 
among  the  last  to  leave  the  field.  The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  had  five 
officers  disabled  (two  temporarily)  out  of  nine  taken  into  action.  Upon 
my  assuming  command  of  the  brigade  tlie  command  of  this  regiment 
devolved  upon  Capt.  D.  M.  Cook,  who  commanded  throughout  the 
action  and  brought  it  ofi'  the  field.  Adjutant  Uncapher  had  his  horse 
killed  and  was  himself  injured  by  the  fall,  but  remained  upo  i  the  field. 
The  services  of  this  officer  were  invaluable  to  me,  being  the  only  mounted 
assistant  I  had  upon  the  field.  Lieutenant  Thomas  also  deserves  men- 
tion for  his  gallantry.  The  Twelftli  Massachusetts  had  killed  and  dis- 
abled eleven  officers  of  fifteen  taken  into  tlie  field.  The  loss  of  this 
regiment,  owing  to  its  position ,  was  by  far  the  most  severe  in  the  brigade. 
Major  Burbank  commanded  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  and  was 
disabled  early.  He  performed  his  whole  duty  while  in  the  field.  Cap- 
tain Allen,  who  next  assumed  command,  was  also  severely  wounded. 
I  cannot  express  too  high  an  opinion  of  this  oflicer.  He  has  proved 
himself  one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  in  the  brigade.  The  command 
of  this  regiment  next  devolved  upon  Capt.  B.  F.  Cook,  who  commanded 
during  the  remainder  of  the  action,  and  brought  the  regiment  off  the 
field.  Lieutenant  Clark  and  Lieutenant  Dehon  (acting  adjutant),  who 
with  Captain  Cook  were  the  only  officers  left,  are  mentioned  for  their 
coolness  and  the  efficient  assistance  rendered.  The  loss  of  officers 
cannot  be  replaced— many  have  been  lost  permanently  to  the  service, 
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■while  others  will  be  disabled  for  a  long  time.  This,  however,  is  of 
miuor  iniportaiice  to  the  h)ss  of  General  Hartsuff  at  the  time  and  under 
the  circumstances  when  it  occurred.  To  appreciate  this  it  is  necessary 
to  know  both  tlie  oflicer  and  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by 
his  entire  brigade.  All  had  been  schooled  to  look  to  him  as  their  leader, 
in  whom  aUtrust  could  be  placed  and  no  faltering  was  to  be  appre- 
hended. It  was  with  elasticity  and  buoyancy  of  spirit  unprecedented 
that  our  line  first  moved  to  the  fight.  The  change  was  most  percepti- 
ble when  we  had  learned  that  (ieneral  Hartsuff  could  not  further  lead 
his  regiments  on  that  day.  A  detailed  report  of  casualties  has  been 
heretofore  fnrnished.  This  was  incomplete,  however,  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumstances. An  additional  report  of  casualties  will  be  made  when  the 
necessary  information  can  be  obtained.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  COULTEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Capt.  John  W.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I  of  Division. 

110.1 


Report   of  Col.   K.   Biddlc  Rohcrts,   First   Pennsylvania  Reserves,    of 
operations  September  11. 

Hdqrs.  Fikst  IIegt.,  Pennsylvania  Keseeve  Corps, 

Cam})  near  Sliarpshurg,  September  10,  1802. 
Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  tbat  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Sep- 
tember 14,  ISUL*,  the  regiment,  as  a  portion  of  the  First  Brigade,  Penn- 
sylvania Keserve  Corps,  advanced  to  South  Mountain,  moving  in  column 
of  division,  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  the  shell  of  the  enemy,  and 
gaining  the  immediate  base  of  the  mountain,  remained  some  time  under 
cover  of  a  forest,  and  having  formed  lino  of  battle,  two  companies, 
to' wit,  A,  Lieutenant  Nields  commanding,  and  B,  Lieutenant  Bear 
commanding,  were  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  to  support  the  First  Rifles, 
who  were  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  right.  About  5  o'clock 
a  general  engagementcanieon,  and  having  received  an  order  to  advance, 
I  moved  the  eight  remaining  comi)anies  forward,  and  under  the  imme- 
diate personal  direction  of  General  Seymour  charged  up  the  juountain 
side.  The  enemy  were  strongly  intrenched  at  the  top  "jeliind  rocks  and 
temporary  protections,  and  while  advanchig  upon  chem  we  suffered 
severely  from  their  fire,  but  by  a  rapid  move  Ave  succeeded  in  driving 
them  and  gained  the  apex  of  the  mountain  in  advance  of  all  others. 
The  enemy  were  armed  with  Enfield  rifles  (Tower  guns),  and  their  fire 
was  particularly  destructive,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  list  of 
casualties  already  sent  forward.!  Having  gained  the  field  and  darkness 
coming  on,  we  were  unable  to  pursue  the  enemy  farther,  and  lay  upon 
our  arms  for  the  night.  The  troops  engaged  by  us  were  mainly  Ala- 
bama regiments,  but  their  numbers  or  commanders'  names  I  am  unable 
to  give,  with  tbe  single  exception  of  the  name  of  Colonel  Gayle,  who 
was  killed,  and  whose  body  was  carefully  buried  by  my  men.  On  Mon- 
day we  moved  forward  under  general  orders.  1  take  pleasure  in  naming 
among  my  surviving  officers  and  men  the  following  as  having  particu- 
larly distinguished  themselves  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct :  Capt. 

*  I'^or  reviaecl  table  ol'  losses,  sec  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  190. 
t  Embodied  in  table,  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  185. 
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William  Cooper  Talley,  Company  F;  Capt.  T.  B.  Kaufman,  Company  I; 
Lieut.  J.  R.  T.  Coates,  Company  C ;  Private  (now  Actiu  g  Lieutenant)  John 
C.  Harvey,  Private  (now  Acting  Lieutenant)  Alfred  llupert,  and  I'rivate 
Thomas  McNamee,  wlio  bore  the  colors.  The  general  deportment  of 
both  officers  and  men  was  such  as  to  secure  my  unqualified  approbation 
and  to  render  personal  notices  extremely  diftioult  to  make  M'ith  justice 
to  all. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  BIDDLE  EOBEETS, 
Colonel  First  Iie(/iment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps. 
[19.] 


Report   of  Capt.    William   C.  Talley,  First  Pennsylvania  Reserves,   of 
operations  September  lC-17. 

Hdqrs.  First  Eegt.,  Pennsylvania  Eeservk  Coeps, 

Camp  near  Sharpsbiirff,  September  21,  J862. 
Captain:  Late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  ICth  the  regiment  moved 

■with  the  division  into  a  forest  near ,  and  while  crossing  a  field  to 

take  position  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  upon  us  by  the 
enemy,  lasting  until  the  darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  them.  We 
succeeded  in  driving  them  from  the  woods,  threw  out  four  companies 
as  skirmishers,  who  kept  up  a  desultory  fire  all  night.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th,  as  soon  as  day  dawned,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
renewed.  The  skirmishers,  however,  held  their  position  until  relieved 
by  some  troops  from  Tower's  brigade,  when  the  regiment  was  with- 
drawn in  good  order.  The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  has  already 
been  forwarded,  to  which  reference  is  respectfully  made.*  Six  prisoners 
were  taken,  1  commissioned  officer  and  5  men,  and  sent  to  the  rear. 
The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  highly  commendable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  COOPER  TALLEY, 
Captain  of  Company  F,  Commandinfi. 
[19.J 


Report  of  Lieut.   Col.  John   Clark,   Third  Pennsylvania  Reserves,   of 
operations  September  14-17, 

Hdqrs.  Sn  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

October  2,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  regiment  at 
the  battles  of  the  14th  and  17th  of  September: 

On  the  14th,  soon  after  arriving  on  the  field,  I  was  ordered  to  move 
off  to  the  right  with  the  regiment  and  take  a  position  on  an  eminence 
to  guard  against  and  arrest  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  our  right 
flank  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  to  (reneral  Hooker  any  movement 
of  the  enemy  tliat  I  saw.  I  marched  the  regiment  to  the  point  desig- 
nated and  remained  there  until  near  sundown,  when  ]  received  orders 
from  General  Ilqoker  to  return  to  the  point  we  had  left,  as  the  cavalry 
were  able  to  atte'nd  to  that  part  of  the  field.  I  returned  as  ordered, 
and  found  that  the  division  had  moved  farther  up  the  mountain.    1 

•  See  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  i>.  190. 
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sent  a  lieutenant  to  report  to  General  INIeade  for  orders.  After  consid- 
erable difficulty  Le  found  llie  general,  wLo  gave  orders  ior  the  regiment 
to  move  up  and  support  Ransom's  battery.  I  marclied  the  regiment  to 
the  point  as  directed,  and  found  that  Captain  Itansoni  had  been  able 
to  move  but  two  pieces  on  the  hill.  I  remained  with  them  until  they 
were  ordered  away.  I  followed  them  down  to  the  turnpike  and  on  to 
Antietam  Creek,  but  in  consequence  of  the  road  being  blocked  ui)  with 
trains  and  troops,  we  were  unable  to  rejoin  the  division  until  sunrise 
on  the  IGth.  On  the  morning  of  the  Icth  we  took  our  place  in  the 
division  and  marched  with  them  until  near  what  was  afterward  the  bat- 
tle-field of  the  17th.  Here  I  was  ordered  to  throw  out  eight  companies  of 
the  regiment  as  skirmishers  in  different  directions.  With  the  balance 
of  tlie  regiment  I  marched  to  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  us  with  artillery,  and  remained  in  this  wood  all  night.  Was 
engaged  early  on  Wednesday  morning.  We  first  marched  some  dis- 
tance by  the  right  flank,  then  closed  column  by  division  and  approached 
the  enemy.  When  near  enough  we  deployed  into  line  of  battle;  but 
unfortunately  we  halted  and  fronted  two  or  three  times,  which  kept 
our  flank  for  a  considerable  time  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire,  Tlie  last  time 
our  men  became  somewhat  confused,  but  were  soon  rallied  and  held  the 
enemy  in  check  for  a  time  until  General  Meade  got  a  battery  in  i)lace, 
which  aided  very  materially  in  turning  the  tide  of  battle  at  that  point 
until  re-enforcements  arrived  on  the  ground.  We  were  then  relieved 
and  ordered  to  retire  to  the  rear.  I  would  state  that  the  eight  com- 
panies of  this  regiment  sent  out  as  skirmishers  were  detained  so  late 
on  Tuesday  that  many  of  the  men  and  some  of  the  officers  were  unable 
to  find  the  regiment  in  tlie  darkness ;  consequently  we  had  short  of  200 
men  in  the  engagement.  Out  of  this  number  our  killed  and  wounded 
was  just  25  per  cent.  I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  efficient  aid 
rendered  me  on  the  field  by  the  following  officers:  Maj.  William  Briner, 
Actg.  Adjt.  H.  fS.  Jones,  Captains  Harkins,  Straub,  and  Davenport, 
Lieutenants  Bamford,  Nicholson,  and  Glenn. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CLARK, 
LieuicHaiit- Colonel,  Commanding  licyiment. 
[19.] 


Reports  of  Gapt.  Thomas  F.  T>.  Tapper,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
of  operations  September  14-17. 

Hdqrs.  4th  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Near  Sharpsburtj,  Aid.,  October  1,  18G2. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  in  the  action 
of  youth  Mountain,  September  14, 18C2: 

The  Fourth  Regiment  started  from  the  Monocacy  River  Sunday, 
September  14, 1862,  and  marched  on  the  Hagerstown  turnpilce  until  it 
reached  the  base  of  the  South  Mountains.  Here  the  regiment  was 
marched  on  a  road  leading  to  the  right  about  two  miles,  and  formed  in 
line  of  battle  facing  the  mountains.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  to 
advance  up  the  mountain.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we  engaged 
the  enemy,  but  the  regiment  advanced  steadily  and  drove  the  enemy 
over  the  mountain,  and  took  u])  a  position  near  the  summit,  and  slept 
on  our  arms  for  the  night.    The  next  morning  it  was  found  the  enemy 
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had  retired  some  time  during  the  night.    A  list  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  has  been  furnished.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  F.  B.  TAPPEE, 
Gapt.,  4th  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps,  Comdg.  Regt. 
Oapt.  E.  C.  Baibd,  U.  S.  Army, 

Asst.  Adit,  Gen.,  Div.  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps. 
[19.] 

Hdqrs.  4th  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Near  Sharpshurg,  Md.,  October  1,  18G3. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
Fourth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  in  the  actions 
of  Antietam,  September  16-17, 1862: 

The  Fourth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps, 
marched  from  near  Keedysville,  on  the  Williamsport  road,  on  the  16th 
of  September,  1862.  When  near  the  Williamsport  and  Sharpsburg 
turnpike  the  enemy  was  discovered  to  our  left.  We  immediately  ad- 
vanced toward  the  enemy,  marching  in  column  of  division,  until  we 
arrived  at  a  woods  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position,  where  we 
were  deployed  in  line  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and  where  we  lay  on 
our  arms  for  the  night,  throwing  out  a  few  men  as  pickets.  Early  next 
morning  we  were  marched  in  column  of  division  to  the  front  and 
deployed  in  front  of  the  enemy.  We  were  then  marched  by  the  left 
flank  under  a  very  destructive  flre  from  the  enemy,  when  the  regiment 
gave  way,  but  it  soon  rallied  and  advanced  to  the  front,  maintaining 
its  ground.  Shortly  after  the  enemy  gave  way.  Being  relieved  by 
Sumner's  corps,  fell  to  the  rear,  where  the  regiment  was  again  formed 
ready  for  action,  but  was  not  called  upon.  A  list  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  has  been  furnished.! 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  F.  B.  TAPPER, 
Capt,,  4th  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps,  Comdg.  Regt. 

Capt.  B.  C.  Baird,  U.  S.  Army, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Div.  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps. 

[19-]  ' 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  W.  Fisher,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  oper- 
ations September  14-17. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 

September  22,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
battles  of  14tli,  16th,  and  17th  instant.  I  embrace  the  whole  in  one 
general  report  from. the  consideration  that  separate  reports  would  cover 
more  space  than  I  wish  to  inflict  upon  you : 

On  Sunday,  14th  instant,  my  regiment  was  ordered  by  you  to  take  a 
position  on  the  north  side  of  a  hill,  a  spur  of  the  South  Mountain,  in  the 
good  old  State  of  Maryland,  near  the  Monocacy,  and  charge  the  enemy 
through  a  corn-field  on  the  northern  slope,  go  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
hold  it,  and  be  sure  to  kill  some  of  the  rebels.  In  the  march  my  regi- 
ment was  the  fourth  in  the  brigade.    I  followed  the  skirmishers  of  the 

»  See  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  185.  t  See  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  191. 
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First  Pennsylvania  Rifles.  On  arriving  on  the  summit  of  the  first  hill 
I  discovered  that  the  Rifles  -n-ere  engaged  with  a  body  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  giving  them  an  undue  share  of  the  work.  I  then  changed 
direction  and  marched  by  the  left  flank,  where  I  gave  them  (the  rebels) 
a  raking  fire,  punishing  them  severely  and  causing  them  to  break  and 
retreat  in  great  disorder.  I  at  once  pursued  them  over  a  higli  stone- 
wall and  through  a  corn-field,  reaching  the  top  of  the  hill  before  either  of 
the  other  regiments,  all  the  time  keeping  my  line  in  perfect  order. 
When  I  arrived  at  the  summit  I  halted,  called  my  rolls,  and  found  only 
eight  of  my  men  unaccounted  for.  In  this  fight  I  lost  1  killed  (John 
A.  Hougeudoubler,  of  Company  K,  a  gallant  and  faithful  soldier,  who 
in  seventeen  months'  service  has  not  to  my  knowledge  ever  had  to  be 
reproved  by  his  company  or  regimental  commander),  and  12  wounded. 

1  wish  to  ask  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  although  my  regi- 
ment had  been  several  hours  engaged,  I  had  but  eight  men  absent  at 
my  evening  roll-call.  On  Tuesday  evening,  September  16, 1  was  ordered 
by  you  to  take  a  position  on  the  left  of  your  brigade  and  make  iny 
quarters  for  the  niglit  under  a  tree  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  point 
out.  When  I  halted  I  told  my  men  where  I  might  be  found,  but  uiifor- 
tunately  the  enemy,  or  at  least  a  regiment  of  them,  were  lying  in  a 
piece  of  woods  within  twenty  paces  of  my  line,  and  heard  all  my 
arrangements  for  the  night,  and  scai'cely  had  I  lain  down  when  they 
opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  nie,  but  fortunately  none  of  their  missiles 
took  eflect  as  they  intended,  and  in  consequence  I  am  here  to  tell  the 
story.  I  immediately  got  my  men  into  proper  position,  and  returned 
their  fire  with  such  effect  that  I  have  understood  from  prisoners  taken 
the  next  day  that  we  killed  or  wounded  about  half  of  their  men.  I 
kept  my  men,  although  very  tired,  under  arms  during  the  night.     About 

2  a.  m.  they  again  opened  on  me,  thinking  no  doubt  that  in  the 
still  hour  of  the  night  they  would  take  me  oft'  my  guard.  But  I  have 
not  so  learned  duty.  I  at  once  returned  their  fire,  and  although  I 
punished  them  rather  severely,  I  did  not  lose  a  man.  I  regret  to  say, 
hawever,  in  the  first  attack  I  lost  Hardinan  P.  Petrikin,  of  Company 
E,  one  of  my  most  daring  and  gallant  officers.  I  also  had  one  man 
wounded.  As  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  see  what  I  was  doing 
I  charged  across  the  piece  of  woodland  in  my  front,  routing  the  enemy 
and  taking  possession  of  the  woodland,  which  I  held  until  the  regiments 
on  my  riglit  fell  back,  when  I  very  reluctantly  retired,  which  was  done 
in  excellent  order. 

In  all  these  battles  my  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest 
coolness  and  bravery,  with  very  few  exceptions.  In  this  connection  it 
is  but  right  that  I  should  mention  the  names  of  some  of  my  officers  and 
men  who  distinguished  themselves  by  most  remarkable  bravery — among 
whom  may  and  should  be  mentioned  Major  Zentmyer,  Captains  Larri- 
mer,  McPherran,  Wolfe;  Lieutenant  Snay,  Company  A;  Lieutenants 
Slater  and  Waus,  Company  B;  Lieutenant  McGaughey,  Company  C, 
who  had  been  wounded  at  Bull  Run  and  just  returned  to  duty;  Lieu- 
tenant Potter,  Company  C;  Lieutenant  Schaffle,  Company  D,  who  for  his 
gallantry  I  have  recommended  for  a  captaincy ;  Lieutenant  Hildebrand, 
Company  G;  Sergeant  McNally,  who  was  in  command  of  Company  H; 
Lieutenants  Porter  and  Zentmyer,  of  Company  I;  Sergeant-Major 
McCall,  whose  name  has  since  been  forwarded  for  a  lieutenancy;  Sergt. 
John  M.  Rhoads,  of  Company  H,  whose  name  has  also  been  forwarded 
for  a  lieutenancy.  Among  the  privates  I  am  not  pre])ared  to  say  who 
most  distinguished  themselves,  but  my  attention  was  particularly 
directed  to  Thomas  Carney,  of  Company  K;  Mullin,  of  Company  P; 
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Betts  of  Comnfl-ny  0,  of  whom  1  have  had  occasion  to  mention  favor- 
ably in  a  former  report.  1  will  take  occasion  to  forward  at  an  early 
period  a  list  of  the  names  of  private  soldiers  whom  I  regard  as  worthy  of 
especial  mention.  I  must  not,  however,  before  closing  this  report,  fail  to 
mention  the  case  of  Major  Ghamberlin,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
Pennsylvania  Tolunteers.  He  was  formerly  a  captain  of  iny  legiment, 
and  severely  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  White  Oak  Swamp,  on 
the  Peninsula.  Although  having  in  his  hands  a  commission  as  major  of 
another  regiment,  he  heard  that  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserves  were  likely 
to  get  into  active  operation,  he,  although  still  suffering  from  his 
wound,  came  on  and  asked  a  place  with  his  old  companions,  and  went 
through  the  three  above-named  battles,  rendering  the  most  elHcient 
services,  clearly  winning  for  himself  the  title  of  the  bravest  of  tlie 
brave.  In  thus  speaking  of  the  gallantry  of  my  ofiicers  and  men  I 
regret  that  candor  compels  me  to  give  the  other  side  of  the  picture. 
Cayjtaiu  Collins,  of  Company  K,  by  some  strange  fatality  finds  his  health 
to  fail  about  the  commencement  of  almost  every  battle,  and  I  regret  to 
say  that  in  our  late  struggle,  on  which  so  much  depended,  the  captain 
did  not  make  his  appearance,  and  is  now  absent  without  proper  leave. 
Lieutenant  Shaw,  of  Company  F,  disgracefully  fled  when  the  regiment 
was  fired  upon  in  the  night,  and  gave  an  alarm  wliich  to  others,  had 
they  been  as  cowardly  as  himself,  might  have  proved  disastrous.  My 
only  regret  is  that  his  cowardly  legs  were  not  equal  to  the  task  of 
carrying  him  out  of  reach  of  the  regiment.  I  will  forward  at  an  early 
day  an  application  for  his  prompt  dismissal.  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  commanders  of  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  and  their  entire  commands: 
Colonels  lloberts,  McNeil,  Sinclair,  and  Captain  Byrnes,  all  of  whom 
behaved  well  themselves,  and  their  troops  came  up  to  the  great  work 
before  them  in  such  a  manner  that  we  were  enabled  constantly  to 
present  an  unbroken  front  to  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  FISHEE, 
Colonel  Fifth  Begiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves. 

[Brig.  Gen.  T.  Seymour.] 

[19.] 


Keport  of  Col.  William  Sinclair,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  oper- 
ations /September  16-17. 

Shaepsbukg,  Md.,  September  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Sixth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps, 
in  the  action  of  September  16  and  17,  1862,  near  Sharpsburg,  Md. : 

The  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  Sej^mour's  brigade,  and  advanced  into 
the  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy  about  6.30  p.  m.  on  tlie  Kith  instant. 
After  reaching  the  woods  a  few  rounds  were  fired  into  the  corn-field  in 
front  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  batteries  of  the  enemy  shelled  the 
woods  until  after  dark.  The  enemy  began  an  attack  with  musketry  at 
daylight  on  the  17th  instant,  and  shortly  after  opened  on  the  woods 
with  shot  and  shell.  When  Ilartsufl's  brigade  advanced  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  take  post  about  200  yards  farther  to  the  left.  It 
remained  in  this  position  until  all  of  our  troops  had  retired  and  the 
woods  Avas  occupied  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  when  it  retired. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  good  on.  the  10th.    Ou  the 
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17th  tlie  regiment  was  very  much  reduced  in  numbers  by  men  taking 
the  wounded  to  the  rear  without  my  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  SINCLAIR, 

Colonel  Sixth  Begiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

Lieut  0.  N,  Jackson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

fl9.1 


Report  of  Maj,  Chauncey  A.  Lyman,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of 
operations  September  14-17. 

EtDQRS.  7th  Eegt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Ooeps, 

Gamp  near  Sharpshurg,  Md.,  October  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  circular  of  to-day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  on  the  14th  of  September,  18(i2,  the  Seventh  Regiment, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Bolinger,  marched  from  camp  near  Fred- 
erick City  to  South  Mountain,  and  was  engaged  with  the  brigade  in 
that  battle.  Our  loss  was  inconsiderable,  except  that  Colonel  Bolinger 
was  seriously  wounded  duriug  the  action,  and  the  command  of  the  regi- 
ment devolved  upon  myself.  The  next  day  (being  Monday)  we  marched 
to  Autietam  Creek,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night.  On  Tuesday 
the  regiment  crossed  with  the  brigade  and  proceeded  toward  Sharps- 
burg,  where  we  met  the  enemy  near  night  and  lay  on  our  arms  in  the 
woods  until  morning,  when,  at  about  6  a.  m.,  the  line  was  formed  and 
the  enemy  met  in  front  in  a  corn-field.  The  regiment  was  under  a  gall- 
ing fire  of  musketry  for  some  time,  and  lost  about  one-thii"d  their  nnm- 
ber  engaged,  but  firmly  remained  on  the  ground  until  their  ammunition 
was  nearly  expended  and  relieved  by  other  troops.  With  the  excep- 
tions, one  lieutenant  and  a  few  skulkers,  I  can  only  [state]  that  officers 
and  men  are  deserving  the  highest  praise  for  gallantry  and  obedience 
during  both  actions,  and  we  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Captain  Colwell, 
of  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Sanders,  of  Company  K  (acting  adju- 
tant), who  were  killed  while  at  their  post,  manfully  doing  their  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  LYMAN, 
Major,  Commanding  Seventh  Regiment. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade. 

[19.] 


Report  of  Maj.  Silas  M.  Baily,  Mghth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  oper- 
ations September  14-17.* 

Camp  near  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  October  2, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  battles  of 
the  14th,  16th,  and  17th  ultimo,  in  which  the  Eighth  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Reserve  Corps,  was  engaged : 

On  Sunday,  the  14th,  the  regiment,  which  constituted  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  was  marched  from  Mouocacy 
bridge  to  near  the  base  of  South  Mountain,  when  it  was  marched  about 
a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  National  pike,  when  the  division  deployed 
into  line.    The  Third  Brigade  having  been  sent  toward  the  right,  the 

*  See  also  report  of  September  21,  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  1093. 
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Eiglith  Eegiment  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the  division.  The  order 
to  advance  soon  passed  along  the  line,  which  the  men  responded  to  in 
fine  style,  and  were  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  mountain  side, 
whom  they  drove  at  every  point,  and  about  dark  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  last  of  them  pushed  over  the  brow  of  tbe  hill  iu  full  retreat, 
leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  in  our  hands.  I  regret  to  have  to 
report  the  death  of  First  Lieut.  William  M.  Carter,  of  Company  B,  a  fine 
soldier  and  brave  man,  who  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  company  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  iu  this  engagement 
was  13  killed  and  36  wounded.  On  the  16th  ultimo  the  regiment,  with 
the  division,  was  thrown  across  Antietam  Creek,  and  after  marching 
for  some  distance  through  woods  and  fields,  the  First  Brigade  became 
engaged  with  the  enemy;  but  on  being  sent  farther  forward  was  not 
engaged  except  with  artillery.  Being  screened  by  a  strip  of  woods, 
we  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  where  we  remained  all  night.  We  were 
thrown  into  the  field  with  the  division  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
and  were  soon  hotly  engaged  in  front  of  the  corn-field.  Officers  and 
men  behaved  themselves  nobly.  Where  all  did  their  duty  so  well  it 
would  be  invidious  for  me  to  mention  names.  The  loss  of  the  regiment 
was  11  killed  and  40  wounded,  including  3  commissioned  officers,  who 
were  wounded ;  two  of  them  but  slightly,  however,  who  are  again  at 
their  posts. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  M.  BAILY, 
Major,  Comdg.  Eighth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps. 

General  Magilton. 

[19.] 


Reports  of  Capt.   Samuel   B.   JMcIc,  Ninth   Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of 
operations  September  14-17. 

Hdqks.  Ninth  Eegt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps, 

Gamp  near  Sharpshurg,  Md.,  September  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Ninth  Eegiment  whilst  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  the  14th  instant: 

The  regiment  moved  forward  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colouel  Anderson,  until  we  had  gained 
a  point  about  midway  down  the  hill,  when  owing  to  the  wounds  Colonel 
Gallagher,  commanding  brigade,  had  received  (compelling  him  to  retire 
from  the  field), he  turned  the  command  of  the  brigade  over  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson.  The  command  of  the  regiment  devolving  on  me,  I 
continued  to  advance  my  reghnent  under  a  heavy  fire  until  we  had 
gained  a  stone  fence  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  which  wc  used  as  a  breast- 
work to  fire  from.  I  remained  there  about  twenty  minutes,  directing 
the  fire  of  my  regiment  toward  a  log-house  in  the  hollow,  from  which 
point  we  were  receiving  a  heavy  iire.  I  tlien  ordered  an  advance,  when 
we  surrounded  the  house  and  took  its  inmates  prisoners,  numbering 
some  fifteen  men.  My  ammunition  by  this  time  was  about  exhausted, 
which  fact  I  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  commanding 
brigade,  who  immediately  ordered  the  Tentli  Regiment,  which  had  been 
held  in  reserve,  to  advance  at  double-quick  to  my  relief,  and  ordered 
me  to  halt  at  that  point  for  ammunition.  I  halted  and  endeavored  to 
iollect  my  men,  who  were  much  scattered  from  the  broken  nature  of  the 
ground  we  had  been  occupying,  and  found  I  had  upward  of  100  pris- 
oners.   By  this  time  the  Tenth  had  driven  the  enemy  over  the  moun- 
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tain,  and  I  remained  at  that  point  ,e:athering  in  prisoners  and  collecting 
arms,  &c.,  until  dusk,  -when  the  firing  had  altogether  ceased  on  my 
front.  Lieutenant  Bemus  then  rode  forward  and  informed  me  that  a 
fresh  brigade  had  gone  in  to  relieve  us.  Being  much  encumbered  by 
my  prisoners,  I  determined  on  going  back  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to  turn 
them  over  to  the  provost  guard,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  while 
reforming  my  regiment  General  Meade  rode  uj)  and  ordered  me  back  to 
the  mountain.  I  started  up  the  road  again,  and  it  being  intensely 
dark,  and  having  no  guide,  I  wandered  on  until  I  came  to  General  Sey- 
mour's pickets,  wlierc  I  halted  and  reported  to  General  Seymour,  who 
directed  me  to  remain  where  I  was  to  support  Captain  Eansom's  bat- 
tery. I  accordingly  bivouacked  where  I  was  until  morning,  when  I 
rejoined  the  balance  of  tlie  divisioii  on  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The 
otificers  and  men  all  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  during  the 
entire  engagement,  and  injustice  would  be  done  unless  mentioning  all 
of  them.     Full  lists  of  the  casualties  have  already  been  forwarded.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAML.  B.  DICK, 

Captain,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  George  H.  Bemus, 

Actinff  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[19.] 


Hdqrs.  9th  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Camp  near  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  October  [,?|,  18(i3. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  the  ])art 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  actions  of  September  16  and  17: 

We  moved  from  our  camp  near  Keedysville  about  3  p.  m.  on  the  Wil- 
liamsport  road,  following  the  First  and  Second  Brigades.  After  cross- 
ing Antietam  Creek  we  moved  on  nearly  two  miles,  when  we  left  the 
road,  taking  into  the  fields  to  the  left,  where  we  closed  in  mass  by 
colfimn  of  division.  We  then  moved  forward  following  the  preceding- 
brigades  until  the  enemy's  pickets  were  met  and  driven  in  by  the  First 
Brigade.  We  continued  our  advance  toward  a  piece  of  woods  in  our 
front,  when  we  were  opened  on  by  the  enemy's  batteries  from  a  hill  on 
our  right.  I  was  directed  to  Hank  my  regiment  and  move  at  double- 
quick  into  the  shelter  of  the  woods,  forming  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right 
of  the  Second  Brigadei  The  Tenth  Regiment  being  now  on  my  right 
flank,  facing  the  Sharpsburg  and  Hagerstown  turnpike,  I  threw  out 
three  companies  on  picket  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  wood,  connecting 
witli  the  picket  of  the  Tenth  on  tlie  turnpike  and  within  300  yards  of 
the  enemy's  battery.  All  remained  quiet  on  my  line  until  5  a.  m.,  when 
I  again  received  orders  to  mass  my  regiment  in  column  of  divisi(ni  and 
move  forward  in  the  rear  of  King's  division.  Having  arrived  at  the  outer 
edge  of  the  woods  I  was  again  halted,  but  owing  to  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery on  the  right  having  obtained  our  range  I  was  again  withdrawn 
into  the  woods.  After  remaining  here  a  few  moments  I  was  moved  by 
the  left  flank  until  we  had  cleared  the  woods,  when  I  again  moved  to 
the  front  toward  a  corn-field,  where  a  portion  of  King's  division  was 
hotly  engaging  the  enemy.  I  formed  my  line  of  battle  close  to  the 
fence  and  instructed  my  men  to  lie  down  and  await  orders.  Wa  had 
not  been  Jong  in  this  ]iosition  when  I  discovered  the  New  York  Four- 
teenth coming  out  of  tlie  corn  in  some  confusion,  hotly  pursued  by  the 
enemy.     We  held  our  fire  until  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within 

'  See  Vol.  XIX,  J'art  I,  p.  186. 
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twenty-five  yards  of  us,  when  we  delivered  the  entire  volley  of  the 
regiment,  driving  them  back  in  coTifusiou.  General  Gibbon  then 
ordered  me  to  advance  through  the  corn,  as  his  brigade  was  on  my 
right.  I  advanced  and  continued  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  corn, 
capturing  two  stand  of  their  colors,  which  have  already  been  for- 
warded to  headquarters,  until  we  came  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  field, 
where  we  remained  firing  at  a  new  brigade  of  the  enemy  who  were 
advancing  through  the  open  field.  My  ammunition  by  this  time  wns 
running  very  low  and  we  were  compelled  to  empty  the  cartridge-boxes 
of  our  dead  and  wounded  to  gain  a  supply.  Colonel  Anderson  then 
informed  me  he  would  try  and  get  a  regiment  to  come  and  relieve 
me,  but  before  his  return  I  was  informed  that  the  regiments  on  my  left 
had  fallen  back,  whilst  the  right  had  been  gone  for  some  time;  and  as 
my  men  were  dropping  very  fast  and  their  ammunition  exhausted  I  was 
compelled  very  reluctantly  to  fall  back  or  be  cut  to  pieces  by  the  new 
troops  advancing  against  me.  I  withdrew  my  regiment  and  formed  it 
in  a  gully  to  the  rear  of  the  corn  field,  where  I  remained  until  I  was 
ordered  still  farther  to  the  rear,  where  1  met  Geiieial  Meade,  who 
directed  me  to  form  my  regiment  along  a  line  of  fence  to  the  rear  of 
Cooper's  and  Simpson's  batteries,  wheie  we  received  ammunition  and 
remained  the  balance  of  the  day  without  being  again  engaged.  I  have 
again  to  speak  of  the  gallant  and  able  sui)[)ort  I  had  from  all  the  oflEicers 
of  the  regiment  present,  and  also  of  the  magnificent  fighting  of  the' few 
men  I  had,  who  rema-r.ed  in  the  field  without  any  urging  until  nearly 
half  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  finally  falling  back  in  the 
coolest  manner  possible,  ready  and  willing  to  go  in  again  if  necessary. 
I  have  also  to  mention  the  able  services  of  iSurgeon  ]'hillips  and  his 
assistants  and  their  care  of  our  wounded,  working  night  and  day  until 
all  had  been  cared  for  before  they  thought' of  rest  for  themselves.  Full 
lists  of  the  casualties  have  already  been  forwarded.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  &c., 

SAML.  B.  DICK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  Geoiige  H.  Bemus, 

Actimi  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[19-]  ■  

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Adoniram  J.   Warner,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves, of  operations  September  17. 

Hageestown,  Md.,  September  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  brief  statement  relating  to 
operations  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th  up  to  the  time  1  was  wounded: 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  genei-al  commanding  the  division  that 
I  was  ordered  to  move  with  my  regiment  to  our  right  and  front  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  tliat  direction.  When  about 
half  a  mile  out  my  scouts  reported  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  moving  rap- 
idly to  our  left,  as  if  hastening  to  that  part  of  the  field  where  General 
Hooker's  corps  was  so  hotly  engaged.  L  sent  a  messenger  to  convey 
this  fact  to  the  general,  and  at  the  same  time  moved  toward  the  front, 
where  we  came  in  reach  of  the  brigade  moving  as  reported.  Conceal- 
ing, as  well  as  the  ground  would  permit,  ray  real  force,  I  threw  out 
skirmishers  to  annoy  the  enemy  and,  if  possible,  prevent  him  from 

*  Seo  Vol.  XIX;  Part  I,  p.  191. 
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proceeding  farther,  which  for  the  time  was  accomplished.  The  rebels 
halted,  formed  front,  and  began  a  scattering  fire.  At  this  juncture  a 
ball  struck  me  in  the  right  hip,  inflicting  a  rather  severe  wound.  Just 
then  also  a  battery  on  our  right  opened  upon  us.  I  directed  that  the 
regiment  be  moved  a  little  to  the  left,  under  cover  from  the  fire,  when 
I  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  field,  the  command  devolving  upon 
Captain  Smith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  WAENER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Tenth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps. 
Captain  [Baird], 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Meade's  Division. 

[19-]  

Report  of  Capt.  Jonathan  P.  Smith,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of 
operations  September  17. 

Hdqrs.  10th  Eegt.,  Pennsylvania  Ebsbrve  Vol.  Corps, 

N^ear  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  October  7, 1862, 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  8  a.  m.  of  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, during  the  battle  of  Autietam,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner,  com- 
manding Tenth  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  was 
wounded  and  loft  the  field.  Being  senior  offlcer  present  I  assumed 
command  of  the  regiment.  Eeceived  no  orders  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Warner.  Found  the  enemy  moving  a  battery  supported  by  infantry 
into  position  about  400  or  500  yards  to  our  right.  Moved  the  regiment 
under  cover,  deployed  skirmishers  in  front,  and  sent  an  officer  to  report 
to  you,  who  returned  shortly,  reporting  that  he  was  unable  to  find  you, 
but  saw  General  Hooker  and  reported  to  him.  Eeceived  no  orders  from 
him.  Skirmishers  soon  engaged  the  enemy,  picking  ofi"  cannoneers, 
when  a  battery  opened  on  them  from  our  rear,  the  shell  bursting  among 
uSv  Drew  the  regiment  back  to  the  woods  from  wliich  we  had  started 
in  the  morning.  Found  a  part  of  the  Seventh  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania 
Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps,  under  charge  of  Major  Lyman,  who  formed 
in  rear  of  us.  Could  find  no  general  ofQcer.  Quite  a  number  of  strag- 
glers were  coming  back.  Deployed  regiment  and  tried  to  stop  them. 
Saw  General  Sumner  and,  along  with  Major  Lyman,  reported  who  we 
were,  what  we  had  been  and  were  doing.  He  ordered  us  to  close  up 
and  move  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  woods.  We  did  so,  the  Seventh 
Eegiment  on  the  left.  At  the  edge  of  the  woods  came  under  a  heavy 
enfilading  artillery  fire.  Several  shots  struck  in  the  column,  killing  and 
wounding  several  in  the  Seventh  Eegiment.  Found  one  of  General 
Sumner's  regiments  occupying  the  only  cover.  Fell  back  to  their  rear 
to  support  them,  remaining  some  time,  when,  learning  that  the  division 
had  been  taken  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  and  General  Sumner's  men 
all  moving  back,  I  fell  slowly  back  to  division  and  reported  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson,  commanding  brigade.  Was  joined  in  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  by  Captain  McDaniel,  of  the  Tenth,  who,  being 
senior  officer  to  me,  took  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO,  P.  SMITH, 
Captain,  Tenth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

Lieutenant  Bemus, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade, 

Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

[19.] 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Jaclcson,  Eleventh  Pemmjlvania  Reserves, 
of  operations  September  11-17. 

Hdqrs.  11th  Eegt.,  Pennsylvania  Eesebve  Vol.  Corps, 

Vamp  near  Sharpsbury,  Md.,  October  2,  1863. 

Sir:  I  liave  tlie  liouor  herewith  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the 
Eleventh  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps,  in  the  bat- 
tles of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  September  14,  IG,  and  17,  1862: 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  September  14,  my  regiment  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Gallagher,  then  commanding  Third  Brigade,  to  support  a 
section  of  Captain  Cooper's  battery,  whicli  had  been  placed  in  position 
to  bear  upon  a  battery  of  the  enemy  that  had  been  shelling  our  brigade 
furiously  as  we  approached  the  base  of  the  mountain.  We  had  been 
in  position  but  a  few  minutes  when  I  received  orders  to  advance  my 
regiment  to  the  front  in  closed  coUimns  of  division  until  we  emerged 
from  the  corn-field,  when  we  were  to  deploy  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left 
of  the  Ninth  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps.  I 
immediately  complied  with  this  order,  and  on  reaching  the  open  Held 
moved  my  regiment  forward  in  line  of  battle  with  the  balance  of  the 
brigade.  We  were  here  exposed  to  a  shower  of  shell  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  which,  fortunately,  took  no  ettect  on  my  command.  I  ordered 
my  men  to  press  forward  rapidly  to  a  ravine  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
but  on  reaching  this  we  received  a  deadly  volley  from  the  enemy's 
infantry,  who  were  strongly  posted  in  the  rocks  on  the  mountain  side 
and  but  a  short  distance  from  our  lines.  This  single  volley  brought 
down  more  than  the  half  of  my  commissioned  officers  present,  but  the 
men  continued  to  press  forward  with  a  seeming  determiuatioii  to  win, 
and  soon  succeeded  in  forcing  the  enemy  from  their  strong  and  well- 
selected  position,  when  they  continued  to  drive  them  steadily  before 
them  to  the  mountain  top.  I  was  here  ap]>rised  of  the  shortness  of  our 
ammunition,  and  on  reporting  the  same  to  Lieutenant  Bemus,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general,  Third  Brigade,  I  was  told  we  would  soon  be 
relieved,  when  we  could  have  our  empty  boxes  replenished.  Soon  after 
this  General  Duryea's  brigade  advanced  and  covered  a  portion  of  my 
front.  Darkness  having  stopped  the  farther  pursuit  of  the  enemy  for 
the  night,  I  ordered  a  portion  of  my  men  to  see  to  the  carrying  of  our 
wounded,  as  up  to  this  time  thej"^  had  been  left  untouched  on  the  field. 
Our  casualties  in  this  day's  engagement  were  as  follows:  Killed,  Capt. 
E.  E.  Brady,  Lieut.  W,  E.  Jackson,  and  10  enlisted  men;  wounded, 
Col. Thomas  F.  Gallagher, Capt.  Nat.  Nesbitt  (since  dead),  Capt.  E verard 
Bierer,  Lieut,  and  Quartermaster  H.  A.  Torrence,  Lieut.  James  S.  Ken- 
nedy, and  25  enlisted  men.  On  Tuesday  evening,  September  16,  iifter 
having  crossed  Antietam  Creek,  my  regiment,  with  the  balance  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  was  ordered  to  take  a  i)osition  in  line  of  battle  in  a  strip 
of  woods  and  on  the  right  of  Captain  Cooper's  battery,  which  we  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  under  a  terrific  shower  of  shell  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  our  front  and  on  our  right,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  wounded 
of  my  command.  I  was  then  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  to  hold  our  position  here  at  any  cost,  and 
to  cover  our  entire  front  by  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  which  later 
order  I  complied  with  by  posting  a  line  of  skirmishers  along  the  outer 
edge  of  the  woods  and  near  to  the  enemy's  lines.  At  early  dawn  Wed- 
nesday, September  17,  my  regiment  was  ordered  forward,  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  Third  Brigade,  to  support  a  portion  of  General  King's 
forces,  which  had  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  through  a  corn-field  in 
our  front.     We  were  ordered  by  Geneial  Meade  to  halt  our  command 
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at  the  edge  of  tlie  com- field,  and  to  liave  our  men  lie  down  under  sliel- 
ter  of  the  fence.  We  had  been  in  position  here  but  a  short  time  when 
the  forces  of  General  King  were  forced  to  retire  from  the  corn-fleld, 
being  closely  followed  by  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy,  who  advanced 
to  within  a  few  paces  of  our  lines  before  we  discovered  them  to  be  foes. 
The  order  was  then  given  along  our  whole  line  to  open  fire  upon  them, 
which  was  done  with  signal  effect,  as  the  enemy  after  a  few  well-directed 
volleys  from  our  lines  retired  in  confusion.  We  were  then  ordered  to 
follow  them  through  the  corn,  but  had  not  advanced  far  when  my  com- 
mand was  relieved  by  a  portion  of  General  Mansfield's  command,  which 
had  iust  arrived  and  took  the  advance.  The  casualties  of  my  regiment 
in  the  battle  of  Antietam  were  as  follows:  Killed,  7  enlisted  men; 
wounded,  Oapt.  Daniel  Kistler  (since  dead),  Lieut.  Eli  Waugamau,  and 
16  enhsted  men.  I  deem  it  just  before  closing  tliis  report  to  make 
honorable  mention  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  throughout  those  series  of  engagements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Ool,  Gomdg.  Eleventh  Begt.,  Pa.  Reserve  Volunteer  Vorpn. 

Col.  J.  T.  Kirk, 

Gomdg.  Third  Brigade,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps. 

[19-]  

Report  of  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Bolar,  Twelfth  Pemisylvania  Reserves,  of 
operations  September  11-17. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regt.,  Pennsylvania  Eesebye  Corps, 

Gamp  on  the  Potomac,  October  ,?,  18(>3. 

SiK:  In  compliance  with  general  orders  I  make  the  following  report 
of  the  part  the  Twelfth  llegiment,  Pennsylvania  lleserve  Corps,  took  in 
the  engagement  of  September  14,  at  South  Mountain,  Md.,  coumianded 
by,Capt.  Richard  Gustin: 

Tlie  regunent  arrived  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  about  -1  p.  m.  As 
soon  as  General  Hooker  had  discovered  the  position  of  the  enemy  by 
shelling,  the  Third  Brigade  was  ordered  into  line  of  battle  iu  view  of 
the  enemy,  posted  iu  hidden  position  on  the  mountain.  Duriug  the 
time  the  line  was  being  formed  the  regiment  was  exposed  to  shell  and 
canister  from  a  rebel  battery  on  the  hill,  which  fortunately  did  but  little 
execution.  At  the  command  -'advance"  tlie  Twelfth  liegimeut,  on  the 
left  of  the  brigade,  marched  forward,  crossed  a  small  ravine  and  entered 
the  mountain,  under  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  could  not  be  seen  until  we 
had  come  into  close  quarters.  The  regiment  went  on  up  the  mountain 
without  halting.  The  progress  was  slow  on  account  of  the  steepness 
of  the  hill  and  the  rocks,  logs,  and  brush  with  which  the  ground  was 
covered.  The  firing  Avas  incessant  on  both  sides,  the  rebels  yielding 
the  ground  only  when  routed  out  of  their  hidden  positions  by  the  balls 
and  bayonets  of  our  men.  The  musketry  was  constant  from  the  base 
to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  regiment  was  somewhat  broken  when 
it  arrived  at  the  toi)  of  the  mountain,  in  consequence  of  the  roughness 
of  the  ground  and  the  weariness  of  the  men.  The  casualties  iu  this 
engagement  were  0  men  killed,  1  officer  (Lieut.  Edward  Kelly),  and  18 
men  wounded. 

Antietam:  Leaving  our  bivouac  on  the  hill  above  Keedysville,  Md., 
on  the  afternoon  of  tlie  16th,  the  Twelfth  Regiment,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Richard  Gustin,  crossed  the  Antietam  with  the  Third  Brigade, 
Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  marching  toward  the  richt  of  the  ffeueral 
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battle  line  (occupied  by  General  Hooker's  corps).  We  reached  the 
wood  near  the  enemy's  pickets,  where  our  regiment  staid  all  night, 
occupying  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade.  Dm  ing  the  night  we  threw 
out  a  full  regimental  front  of  picket  guards,  wIjo  maintained  tiieir 
posts  until  early  dawn,  when  they  were  withdrawn.  In  tlie  forepart  of 
the  night  the  enemy  kept  up  a  terrific  shower  of  shot  and  sliell,  which 
fortunately  did  no  injury  to  our  regiment  other  than  a  few  slight 
wounds  from  Hying  si)linters  and  stones.  On  tlie  morning  of  the  17th, 
about  dayliglit,  we  were  ordered  to  advance  in  <!lose  column  by  divis- 
ion obliquely  to  the  right  through  the  woods,  when  we  changed 
direction  to  the  left,  coming  into  an  open  field  and  to  the  top  of  a  hill, 
wliere  we  again  deployed  into  line  of  battle  in  front  of  a  corn-field 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  Here  we  replied  to  their  fire,  which  began  to 
take  ettect  on  our  ranks,  and  advanced  firing  to  a  fence,  behind  which 
we  took  position,  keeping  up  a  constant  musketry  until  an  enfilading 
fire  from  one  of  our  brigades  on  the  left  caused  the  enemy  to  waver. 
We  then  crossed  the  fence,  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy  under  a  terrible  fire,  which  killed  and  wounded  nearly 
one-half  the  command,  a  position  which  our  men  gallantly  held  until 
ordered  to  fall  back.  Being  relieved  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  we  marched 
back  and  to  a  position  in  the  rear  designated  by  General  Meade,  where 
the  division  was  reassembled.  Our  loss  in  this  action  was  13  men 
killed,  1  officer  (Lieut.  Samuel  J.  Cloyd)  and  47  men  wounded,  3  of 
them  mortally.  The  color-bearer,  D.  H.  Graham,  Company  E,  was 
killed,  and  the  guard  all  wounded,  one  of  whom,  after  he  was  wounded 
in  two  places,  dragged  the  torn  tiag  from  the  field.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  both  officers  and  men  for  their  gallant  conduct  in 
these  engagements.  They  fairly  won  their  portion  of  the  field. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  BOLAE, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Twelfth  Eegt.,  Fcnnsylvania  lieserve  Vol.  Corps. 

Lieut.  Geouge  H.  Bemus, 
'  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Third  Brig.,  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Corps. 

[19-]  ' 

Reports  of  Capt.  Dennis  McGce,  First  Pennsylvania  Rifles  ( Thirteenth 
Kescrves),  of  operations  September  14-17. 

Udoks.  1st  Rifles,  Pennsylvania  Keseeve  Vol.  Corps, 

September  22,  1862. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Kifles  went  into 
action  on  the  14th  instant  with  about  ^75  men  and  13  officers,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Hugh  W.  McNeil.  Six  companies  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers  and  the  remaining  four  held  as  supports.  We  advanced 
but  a  short  distance  up  the  mountain  before  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
were  discovered,  when  a  brisk  fire  was  encountered.  The  order  was 
immediately  given  to  advance  at  a  double-quick,  which  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  driving  the  enemy  before  us,  until  we  came  upon  hia 
main  body  placed  in  a  most  advantageous  position  for  offering  a  strong 
resistance  to  our  farther  advance.  Our  men  now  engaged  the  enemy 
with  great  spirit.  At  this  moment  our  re-enforcements  appeared,  caus- 
ing the  enemy  to  waver  and  gradually  retire  up  the  mountain.  The 
order  to  charge  was  now  passed  along  the  line,  and  we  rapidly  pushed 
forward,  causing  him  finally  to  give  way  and  beat  a  precipitate  retreat 
down  the  Avesteru  slope  of  the  mountain,  leaving  us  in  possession  of 
+1.0,  fi/ji/i  Qi./^i  iinoi+ir.ii.     Owing  to  tlic  dcatli  of  Colonel  McNeil  I  am 
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unable  to  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  action  of  this  day.  Our 
loss  during  this  engagement  wa.s  IG  killed  and  35  wounded;  of  the  lat- 
ter C)  arc  known  to  have  since  died.  Among  tliose  who  particularly 
distinguished  themselves  for  gallantry  on  this  occasion  I  have  to  men- 
tion tlie  following :  Oapt.  Edward  A.  Irviu  (severely  wounded),  Oapt.  A. 
E.  Niles,  Adjt.  William  li.  Hartshorne,  Lieuts.  James  M.  Welch,  Lucius 
Truman,  8.  A.  Mack,  jr.  (wounded),  N.  B.  Kinsey,  David  G.  McNaugh- 
ton,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  Koger  Sherman.  I  feel  great  reluctance  in  sin- 
gling out  individuals,  as  the  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion  behaved 
most  gallantly. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfulh ,  your  obedient  servant, 

DENI^IS  McGEE, 
Captain,  Commanding  First  Rifles. 
Col.  E.  BiDDLE  Egberts, 

Commandinq  First  Brigade. 
[19.]  ■  _ 

Hdqrs.  1st  Eiples,  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Vol.  Corps, 

September  22,  1862. 

Colonel:  I  have  to  report  that  the  First  Rifles,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Hugh  W.  McNeil,  was,  about  4  p.  m.  of  the  16th  instant, 
ordered  by  General  Seymour  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  and  ascertain 
the  enemy's  position.  Four  companies  were  immediately  deployed,  the 
remaining  six,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Welch,  lield  in  reserve. 
The  whole  advance  moved  forward  steadily  but  cautiously  for  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  were  discovered 
extending  in  a  line  across  a  i)lowed  field  in  front  of  a  large  strip  of 
woods,  in  which  a  large  body  were  masked.  They  at  once  opened  upon 
us  a  raking  tire  from  the  infantry,  which  was  replied  to,  the  reserve  of 
our  regiment  being  at  once  called  to  the  support  of  our  skirmishers. 
No  sooner  had  we  formed  a  line  of  battle  than  we  were  opened  upon  by 
twp  batteries,  one  upon  our  right,  with  grape  and  canister,  the  other 
on  our  left,  throwing  shell.  After  remaining  in  this  position  some  fif- 
teen minutes  Colonel  McNeil  gave  the  order  to  charge  and  drive  the 
enemy  from  the  woods.  Gallantly  placing  himself  in  the  advance,  he 
led  the  command  to  within  a  few  paces  of  the  woods,  when  he  fell, 
pierced  to  the  heart  by  a  rifle-ball.  Still  we  did  not  pause,  but  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  woods  and  maintahied  the  position  during  the 
night,  re-enforcements  having  come  to  our  assistance.  As  soon  as  day- 
light appeared  on  the  following  morning  (the  17th  instant)  the  enemy 
again  opened  upon  us.  We  remained  in  our  position  until  our  ammuni- 
tion was  ex])endcd,  when,  relieved  by  another  regiment,  we  were 
ordered  to  fall  back  to  sui)ply  ourselves  afresh  with  ammunition.  About 
12  o'clock  we  were  again  ordered  to  the  front,  but  were  not  brought 
into  action.  Our  loss  during  this  battle  was  6  killed,  among  whom  was 
Colonel  McNeil  and  Lieut.  William  Allison;  23  wounded,  including  2 
oflicers.  Lieutenants  Welch  and  Bell.  We  also  lost  in  missing  10  men 
of  whom  nothing  has  since  been  learned.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly 
of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion,  and  feel  unwill- 
ing to  make  a  distinction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

DENNIS  McGEE, 
Captain,  Commanding  First  Rifles. 

Col.  E.  BiDDLE   EonKBTS, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 
[19.] 
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Reports  of  Col.  Peter  H.  Allabach,  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  commanding  brigade,  of  operations  Sej)tember  17-18. 

April  4, 1863. 
General:  I  have  examined  all  the  comniaudiug  officers,  and  tliey 
all  agree  that  the  command  was  available  at  10  o'clock.  As  regards  the 
number  of  men  of  each  regiment  absent,  tlie  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
tliird  had  800  i)resent  at  the  first  formation,  and  at  the  second  forma- 
tion 900;  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  had  850  to  875;  One  hundred 
and  thirty-first  had  850;  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  had  725.  Tlie 
officers  in  command  all  agree  that  we  were  at  Boonsborough  at  sun- 
rise, and  that  we  were  on  the  ground  that  Morell  occupied  at  10  o'clock. 
I  read  them  the  report  of  General  McClellan  and  they  all  said  at 
once  that  it  was  a  scandal  on  the  troops. 
I  am,  general,  truly,  yours, 

r.  H.  ALLABACH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  all  of  the  officers  to  report  to  you  in  fifteen 
minutes. 

P.  H.  A. 

[Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys.] 

[19.] 


Hdqbs.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Humphreys,  Va.,  April  4, 1803. 

General:  My  attention  having  been  drawn  to  General  McClelhm's 
report  of  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  particularly  to  that  portion  of  it 
which  refers  to  yoni-  division,*  and  having  had  the  honor  to  command 
the  Second  Brigade  at  that  time,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  ask  the  regimental 
comnfanders  to  make  a  written  statement  as  to  the  time  my  command 
passed  through  Boonsborough,  and  the  halts  from  there  to  tlie  battle- 
field, the  time  they  arrived  on  the  field,  the  time  at  which  1  formed  them 
in  line  of  battle  by  your  orders,  and  the  strength  of  each  regiment  at 

that  time.  „,,./>, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  the  reports  of  the  different  regi- 
mental commanders.  They  all  agree  as  to  the  time  of  <nir  arrival  on 
the  battle-field,  and  I  am  willing  to  be  qualified  that  my  brigade  was 
available  at  10  a.  m.  of  the  18th  of  September,  18G2. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders 
for  the  number  of  men  present  at  the  time  I  formed  line  of  battle, 
10  a  m  of  the  18th.  It  will  be  observed  that  I  had  at  that  hour  .3,125 
men'  and  consequently  the  number  of  stragglers  must  have  been  com- 
paratively small,  although  the  men  had  been  marched  all  the  previous 
night  and  part  of  the  day  preceding.  ,    ,.     , 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  «^*®^'^"*  f^y^^^^*?,jj 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 


*  See  Vol.  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  32. 
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[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Heabquakteks  123d  Pennsylvania  Yoluntebrs, 

Gamj)  Uumpkreya,  Va.,  Aiwll  1,  18G3. 

Col.  P.  H.  Allabach, 

Commanding  Second  Brifjadc : 

Colonel:  At  your  request  I  make  the  following  statement  on  honor 
in  regard  to  a  part  of  our  march  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Sharps- 
burg,  Md. : 

On  the  17th  of  September  we  left  jMouocacy  Junction  about  3  p.  m. 
We  arrived  at  Boousborough  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  between  day- 
light and  sunrise.  At  this  place  we  halted  about  thirty  minutes,  then 
we  marched,  I  should  think,  from  one  mile  to  one  mile  and  a  quarter, 
where  we  again  halted,  from  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  an  hour,  by 
the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woodland.  Then  we  were  marched  forward  near 
the  vicinity,  I  think,  of  Keedysville,  where  the  Second  Brigade  was 
formed  in  battle  line  by  battalion  in  the  following  order: 

One  hundred  and  tihirty-tirst  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
first;  One  hundred  and  twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  second; 
One  hundred  and  thirty-third  Pennsylvania  "N'oluuteers,  third,  and  One 
hundred  and  fifty- tifth  Penn.sylvania  Volunteers,  fourth.  At  this  place 
they  were  thus  formed  between  the  hours  of  9  a.  in.  and  10  a.  m.  At 
this  precise  time  I  have  no  means  of  determining  the  exact  number 
of  men  jn-esent  when  the  above  line  was  formed.  There  were  certainly 
not  short  of  850  enlisted  men  present.  Such  was  my  impression  at  the 
time.    I  remember  distinctly  that  my  battalion  line  was  quite  long. 

September  19,   our  consolidated  morning  report  shows  that  809 
enlisted  men  were  present  and  36  commissioned  officers. 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  CLAllK, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Incloanrc  Ko.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  131st  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Camp  Humphreys,  Va.,  April  4, 1863. 
Col.  P.  H.  Allabach, 

Commanding  Brigade  : 

Sir:  In  answer  to  inquiry  of  this  date,  about  what  time  my  com- 
mand passed  through  Boousborough,  Md.,  September  18,  1862,  would 
report  its  arrival  there  at  7  a.  m.  The  column  was  halted  at  the  edge 
of  the  town  before  passing  through  about  one  hour.  Also  while  i)ass- 
ing  through  Boousborough  our  march  was  constantly  impeded  by  the 
passing  of  artillery,  baggage  wagons,  &c.  A  halt  of  half  an  hour  was 
made  in  the  town.  The  column  was  next  halted  at  the  edge  of  the 
woods  about  au  hour.  We  then  marched  on  the  hill  and  formed  line 
of  battle  ou  the  left  of  the  road.  It  being  now  about  10  a.  m.,  remained 
here  about  half  an  hour  and  were  then  marched  to  the  right  of  the 
road  and  formed  line  of  battle  under  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  rear  of 
the  artillery.  Taking  the  morning  report  of  September  17,  I  should 
say  I  had  not  more  than  650  men  in  line  at  the  last  formation. 

Ilesi)ectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B,  SHAUT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 
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[Inclosuro  Ko.  :t.] 

Headquarters  133d  Penksylvakia  Voliintbees, 

Gaimp  Humphreys,  Va.,  April  d,  1803. 
Col.  P.  n.  Allabach, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  In  refer- 
ence to  the  miirch  to  and  arrival  of  my  command  at  the  battle-field 
of  Antietam  on  the  morning-  of  the  18tU  of  September,  1802: 

We  left  Monocacy  Junction  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 18G2,  about  4  o'clock,  and  inarched  all  night,  passing  through 
Boonsborough  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and  halted 
in  the  woods  between  Boonsborough  and  Keedysville,  where  we 
remained  about  half  or  three-quarters  ol"  an  hour.  Then  marched 
through  Keedysville,  arrived  on  the  battle-field  of  Antietam,  and 
formed  line  of  battle  at  10  a.  m.  of  September  18  on  left  of  road  and 
on  top  of  hill.  We  remained  here  half  an  hour,  when  we  advanced 
about  half  a  mile,  when  we  again  formed  line  at  the  base  of  a  small 
liill  or  bluff  and  in  rear  of  a  battery  that  occupied  the  top  of  the 
bluff.  Tliis  point  was  reached  about  11  a.  m.  September  18.  Had  at 
that  time  nine  companies  present,  numbering  about  775  effective  men. 
The  tenth  company  (B)  was  detailed  at  Monocacy  as  division  rear 
guard.  That  company  came  u))  and  rejoined  the  regiment  about  7 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  it  having  remained  with  the  divis- 
ion train  during  the  night  of  18th  instant  near  Keedysville. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPEAKMAN, 
Colonel  133d  Regiment  J'ennsylvania  Volunteers. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  4.] 
HEADQtTAETERS   laOTII   PENNSYLVANIA, 

Ajiril  J,  1863. 
Col.  P.  H.  Allabach, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 
Colonel:  I  have  the  uonor  to  report  that  this  command  left  Monoc- 
acy Junction  about  4.30  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  September, 
18G2,  marched  all  night  and  passed  through  Boonsborough  about  7.30 
a.  m.  on  the  18th,  and  halted  near  woods  between  Boonsborough  and 
Keedysville,  and  rested  about  half  an  hour.  Arrived  on  battle-field 
and  formed  line  of  battle  about  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th 
of  September.  This  was  on  the  left  of  the  road  on  top  of  hill.  Re- 
mained there  about  half  an  hour,  then  crossed  over  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  moving  about  half  a  mile  from  former  position,  when  we  formed 
in  line  again  at  the  base  of  a  slight  eminence  and  in  rear  of  a  battery. 
At  the  time  of  our  first  formation  this  regiment  numbered  about840  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  L.  PEARSON, 
Major,  Commanding  l:j5th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

[19-]  

Report  of  Col.  Edgnr  M.  Gregory,  Ninety-first  Bennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  brigade,  of  operations  September  18. 

Hdqes.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

April  4,  18C3. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  the  general  com- 
manding division  the  statements  of  Colonel  O'Brien,   One  Imndred 
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and  thirty-fourth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Major  Anthony, 
One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  my  own,  relative  to  the  inquiries  of  this  date. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  GREGOKY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

(.'apt.  Carswell  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[lucloaurc  No.  1.] 

Hdqbs.  134th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Aj^ril  4,  1863. 
Col.  E.  M.  Gregory, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 
Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows:  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-fourth  Regiment  went 
into  position  on  the  left  of  the  road  between  9  and  9.30  a.  m.  with  650 
men.  On  moving  about  an  hour  afterward  to  the  position  formerly 
occupied  by  Morell,  some  400  yards  iu  advance,  my  regiment  numbered 
760  ofiBcers  and  men. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

ED.  O'BRIEN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqes.  129th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  A^olxjnteers, 

April  4,  1863. 
Col.  E.  M.  Gregory, 

Ninety -first  Bennsylvania  Volunteers  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  moruing  of  the  18th  of 
September,  1862,  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  had  iu  line  758  men  when  we  formed  line  to  the 
left  of  the  road  before  we  were  formed  for  the  support  of  the  batteries 
on  the  hill  (previously  supported  by  General  Morell)  between  the  hours 
of  9  and  10  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  IStli  of  September,  1862. 
When  we  moved  forward  to  the  support  of  said  batteries  we  had  at 
least  the  above-mentioned  number  of  men  in  line. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOS.  ANTHONY, 
Major,  Commanding  ISfHh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

[Iiiclosurc  Ko.  3.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Third  ]>ivision.  Fifth  Corps, 

April  4,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  in  reply 
to  your  inquiries:  The  loss  of  our  regimental  books  at  Snicker's  Gap, 
wherein  we  noticed  all  movements,  prevents  me  from  making  it  strictly 
(iorrect,  but  from  my  owu  recollection  and  that  of  my  oflicers  I  would 
state  that  we  arriveil  into  position  on  the  left  of  the  road  at  Antietam 
about  9  a.  m.  on  the  18th  of  September,  1862;  we  numbered  about  500 
men  on  our  arrival.  The  number  present  was  the  same  when  about  an 
hour  afterward  we  moved  into  the  position  formerly  occupied  by  Morell's 
division  on  the  right  of  the  road  under  the  hill.    1  am  positive  that  we 
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arrived  in  position  with  our  entire  command,  less  nine  men,  for  it  was 
a  subject  of  remark  at  the  time,  when  the  result  of  the  roll-call  was 
announced. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  GKEGOEY, 
Colonel,  (Jommandina. 
[19.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  D.  Watson  Eowe,  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  September  18. 

Hdqks.  12GTH  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Voluntebes, 

Camp  near  Falmouth,  Pa.,  April  11,  18C>3. 
General  :  In  comi)liance  with  your  request  of  yesterday  evening,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  when  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  arrived  at  the  battle-field  of  Autie- 
tam  and  occupied  the  position  vacated  by  the  troops  of  General  Morell, 
about  11  a.  m.  of  the  18th  of  September,  the  number  of  men  present  was 
730.  I  form  this  estimate  of  the  strength  of  the  regiment  at  that  time 
from  my  recollection  of  conversations  with  Colonel  Elder,  who  then 
commanded  the  regiment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  WATSON  ROWE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  126th  Pennsylvanin  Volunteers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
[19.1 


Report  of  Col.  Henry  L.  Penning,  Seventeenth   Georgia  Infantry,  com- 
manding Toombs''  brigade,  of  operations  September  15-17. 

Headquarters  Toombs'  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Winchester,  October  13,  1862. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  Sharpsburg  on  the  17th  ultimo  by 
Toonibs'*brigade,  the  command  of  which  devolved  on  me  by  his  being 
in  command  of  the  division : 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  was  ordered  by  General  Toombs  to 
l)lace  the  brigade  across  the  road  leading  from  Sharpsburg  to  Rohrers- 
ville  at  the  Stone  Bridge  over  Antietam  Creek  and  to  defend  the 
bridge.  Hardly  had  t  received  this  order  and  commenced  to  execute 
it  when  I  received  another  order  from  him  to  detach  two  regiments  of 
the  brigade  and  send  them  toward  Williamsport  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  whfch  the  night  before  had  escaped  from  Harper's 
Ferry  and  gone  toward  "Williamsport  to  the  peril  of  oni'  wagon  train, 
proceeding  to  that  place  from  Hagerstown.  Accordingly,  I  detached 
the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeemth  Georgia  and  sent  them  off  under  Colonel 
Millican  on  this  duty.  This  left  me  for  the  defense  of  the  bridge  only 
two  small  regiments,  the  Second  Georgia,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Holmes,  and  the  Twentieth  Georgia,  under  Col.  John  B.  Gumming. 
With  these  two  regiments  I  proceeded  to  the  bridge  and  there  put 
them  in  position  as  ordered.  For  a  long  distance  below  the  bridge, 
and  for  some  distance  above  it,  the  ground  rose  very  steeply  from  the 
11  E  B— VOL  LI,  PT  I 


162  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chai".  LXTXIT. 

creek  for  fifty  or  sixty  yards.  The  face  of  tlii.s  slope  vras  clothed  with 
rather  thinly  scattered  trees,  and  in  one  place  on  the  left  it  had  a  sort 
of  pit  large  enough  to  hold  twenty  or  thirty  men.  Behind  the  trees  at 
the  top  of  the  steep  slope  ran  a  rail  fence.  Alongr  the  face  of  this  slope 
among  the  trees,  in  a  ratlier  irregular  line,  to  suit  the  ground,  I  placed 
the  two  regiments,  the  Second  ou  the  right  and  the  Twentieth  ou  the 
left,  witli  the  line  of  the  Twentieth  extending  forty  or  fifty  yards  above 
the  bridge.  Thus  the  greater  part  of  the  general  line  was  placed  below 
the  bridge.  This  disposition  was  ado])ted  because  the  road  to  the 
bridge  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek  ran  from  below  up  the  bank  of 
the  creek  near  the  water  foi- 100  or  200  yards.  The  rails  were  taken 
from  the  fence  and  built  up  against  such  trees  as  were  in  suitable 
situations,  and  where  there  were  no  such  trees  the  rails  were  laid  in 
simple  piles.  These  rude  barricades,  few  and  far  between,  afforded  to 
men  lying  behind  them  tolerable  shelter  against  small-arms.  Such 
was  the  protection  on  which  the  regiments  had  to  rely.  The  creek  was 
fordable  everywhere  above  and  below  the  bridge;  in  most  plactes  was 
not  more  tiian  knee-deep.  The  hillside  occupied  by  the  regiments 
was  on  its  left  commanded  by  a  sharp  ridge  about  liOO  yards  beyond  the 
creek,  and  throughout  by  good  positions  for  cannon  at  the  distance  of 
from  500  to  000  yards  beyond  the  creek.  Pickets  and  skirmishers  were 
soon  thrown  across  the  creek  several  hundred  yards  to  the  front.  The 
day  ])assed  off  with  perhaps  an  occasional  shot  from  these;  and  so 
])assed  the  next  day,  except  that  the  skirmishing  was  heavier  and 
that  a  number  of  well-directed  shells  were  thrown  across  the  creek 
from  (Japtaiu  Eubank's  battery  at  small  parties  of  the  enemy  as  they 
showed  themselves  and  at  spots  in  which  it  was  supposed  the  enemy 
lay  concealed. 

The  next  morning  early  (that  of  the  17th)  the  skirmishing  was 
renewed.  It  continued,  constantly  growing  heavier  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  till  about  0  o'clock,  when  our  skirmishers  were  driven  in.  At 
abont  8  o'clock  (Japtain  Eubank  discovered  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
opi>osite  to  him  in  a  wood  witliin  range  of  his  gnus.  He  opened  fire 
on  them  and  drove  them  in  confusion  from  the  wood,  and  with  loss,  to 
judge  from  tlie  m!)vement  of  their  ambulances.  Not  long  after  his  bat- 
tery had  finished  this  work  it  was  ordered  away.  Thus  the  two  regi- 
ments were  left  nt  the  bridge  without  any  artillery  supports  whatever. 
The  general  line  of  battle  of  our  army  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  three- 
qnarters  of  a  mile  in  their  rear,  and  not  a  soldier  was  between  them 
and  that  line.  The  intervening  ground  for  a  great  part  of  the  way  was 
a  long  slope  facing  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  thus  commanded  by  those 
batteries,  so  that  rc-euforcemeuts,  if  they  had  been  sent,  would  have 
been  cut  up  by  shells  before  they  could  have  reached  their  destination. 
A  regiment  had  been  posted  on  the  right  farther  down  the  creek,  but 
this  soon  after  the  battle  commenced  abandoned  its  post  and  went  to 
the  rear.  Thus  the  two  regiments  were  also  without  infantry  supports, 
and  without  tlie  expectation  of  receiving  any  re-enforcements.  The 
two  together  numbered  not  more  than  '6'A)  men  and  officers,  the  Second 
ha\ing  only  97,  and  the  Twentieth  not  more  than  250.  In  their  front 
was  Burnside's  whole  corps  of  not  fewer  than  12,000  or  15,000  of  the 
enemy's  best  men,  with  a  numerous  artillery.  In  this  forlorn  condition 
were  the  two  regiments  at  about !)  o'clock,  when  the  fight  opened  in 
earnest.  At  this  time  the  enemy's  infantry,  aided  by  the  fire  of  many 
pieces  of  artillery,  advanced  in  heavy  force  to  tins  attack;  and  soon  the 
attack  opened  ou  our  whole  line  as  iar  uj)  as  the  bridge.  It  was  bold 
and  persevering.    The  enemy  came  to  the  creek.    The  fire  not  only 
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from  their  infantry,  but  from  the  artillery,  was  incessant,  the  artillery 
being  so  placed  that  it  could  fire  over  the  heads  of  the  infantry.  It 
was  met  by  a  rapid,  well-directed,  and  unflinching  fire  from  our  men, 
under  which  the  enemy,  after  a  vain  struggle,  broke  and  fell  back. 
This  attack  was  succeeded  by  two  similar  ones  from  apparently  fresh 
bodies  of  troops,  and  with  like  results,  the  last  of  the  two  extending 
above  the  bridge  to  the  upper  part  of  our  line.  At  length,  toward  12 
o'clock,  the  enemy  made  preparations  for  a  still  more  formidable  attack. 
A  battery  was  placed  in  position  from  which  it  could  command  at 
almost  an  enfilade  the  whole  face  of  the  hill  occupied  by  our  troops. 
Soon  it  opened  fire,  and  the  infantry,  in  much  heavier  force  than  at  any 
time  before,  extending  far  above  iis  well  as  below  the  bridge,  again 
advanced  to  the  attack.  The  combined  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery 
was  terrific.  It  was,  however,  withstood  by  our  men  until  their  ammu- 
nition was  quite  exhausted,  and  until  the  enemy  had  got  upon  the 
bridge  and  were  above  and  below  it  fording  the  creek,  I  then  gave  the 
order  to  fall  back.  Colonel  (Jumming,  with  two  companies  which  had 
a  few  rounds  of  ammunition  left,  remained  near  the  bridge  as  a  little 
rear  guard,  and  was,  with  these,  the  last  to  leave  the  ground.  When 
he  left  it  the  enemy  had  crossed  above  and  below  him,  and  were  coining 
up  on  both  his  flanks.  They  indeed  cut  oft'  a  few  of  his  men  by  getting 
to  his  rear.  The  men  of  both  regiments,  though  retreating  difllerent 
ways,  were  exposed  for  a  long  distance  to  the  shells  of  the  enemy.  Under 
an  order  received  from  General  Toombs  they  retired  to  a  position  near 
the  right  of  the  general  line  of  battle.  Thus  at  near  1  o'clock  we  were 
driven  from  the  bridge,  but  we  had  held  it  long  enough  to  enable  the 
advance  troops  of  General  A.  P.  Hill  to  reach  their  position  in  the  line  of 
battle;  and  this,  I  suppose,  was  attaining  the  great  ob)ect  of  defending 
a  place  so  far  in  front  of  that  line — a  place  so  untenable  as  was  the 
bridge. 

The  Second  Eegiment  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  forty-two,  nearly 
half  of  its  number.  Among  its  killed  was  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Holmes, 
a  gopd  officer,  and  as  gallant  a  man,  I  think,  as  my  eyes  ever  beheld. 
The  loss  of  the  Twentieth  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  sixty- 
eight,  more  than  a  fourth  of  its  number.  No  words  of  mine  in  praise 
of  officers  and  men  are  needed.  The  simple  story  is  eulogy  enough. 
I  must,  however,  bear  witness  to  one  fact:  During  that  long  and  terri- 
ble fire  not  a  man,  except  a  wounded  one,  fell  out  and  went  to  the 
rear— not  a  man.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  heavy.  Near  the  bridge 
they  lay  in  heaps.  Their  own  estimate,  as  a  paroled  sergeant  of  ours 
taken  at  the  bridge  told  me,  was  at  from  .500  to  1,000  men  killed.  He 
also  told  me  that  they  informed  him  that  at  about  12  o'clock  an  order 
came  from  General  McClellau  to  take  the  bridge,  cost  what  it  might, 
and  that  then  the  whole  corps  advanced  to  the  attack,  and  Colonel 
Gumming  counted  seven  flags  near  the  bridge.  Shortly  before  the 
fight  at  the  bridge  terminated  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  by  forced 
marches  had  returned  from  Williamsport  by  way  of  Shepherdstowu, 
and  when  that  fight  terminated  they  were  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right 
and  400  or  500  yards  in  advance  of  the  general  line  of  battle,  which 
was  along  the  summit  of  the  ascent  from  Antietam  Creek.  This  posi- 
tion they,  together  with  about  half  of  the  P:ieveiith  Georgia,  under 
Major  Little,  had  been  placed  in  by  General  Toombs,  who  ordered  me, 
when  I  returned  from  the  bridge,  to  take  command  of  the  whole.  I  did 
so.  All  remained  in  this  position  until,  I  think,  near  4  o'clock.  The 
enemy,  except  a  few  skirmishers,  were  too  far  ofl'  to  be  fired  upon. 
These  skirmishers  were  driven  back  by  ours,  and  themselves  got  out 
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of  range.  Shortly  after  1  was  put  in  command  by  General  Toombs, 
he  informed  me  that  we  would  be  relieved  by  General  Gregg's  brigade, 
and  that  then  I  must  carry  the  men,  much  exhausted  by  their  late 
long  and  rapid  march  to  the  right  of  the  general  line  for  rest.  At 
about  4  o'clock  General  Gregg  brought  his  brigade  down  and  took 
our  place,  and  we  commenced  marching  to  the  position  assigned  us. 
I5efore,  however,  we  got  half  way  there,  an  order  was  sent  to  me  to 
hasten  the  inarch  and  carry  the  command  some  distance  to  tlie  left  of 
that  position  along  the  road  running  into  Sharpsburg  until  we  came 
opposite  to  the  enemy  advancing  from  the  bridge.  This  point  was 
distant,  I  suppose,  half  a  mile. 

Again  and  again  was  this  order  repeated,  the  last  time  with  the  start- 
ling addition  that  the  enemy  had  broken  our  line  and  were  nearly  n])to 
the  road  with  not  a  soldier  of  ours  in  their  front.  The  pace  was  acceler- 
ated to  a  double-quick,  which  in  a  short  time  carried  the  head  of  the  line 
beyond  the  corn-iield  and  in  sight  of  the  enemy.  A  brigade  of  theiu  was 
standing  composedly  in  line  of  battle  not  200  yards  from  the  road, 
apparently  waiting  for  the  nearer  approach  of  supports,  and  neither  in 
their  front  nor  far  to  their  right  (our  left)  was  a  man  of  ours  to  be  seen, 
but  three  abandoned  pieces  of  ours  were  conspicuous  objects  about  mid- 
way between  the  road  and  the  enemy's  line.  Major  Little,  with  his  bat- 
talion, was  in  advance.  The  Seventeenth,  under  Captain  McGregor, 
was  next,  the  Fifteenth,  under  Colonel  Millican,  was  next,  and  a  large 
part  of  the  Tweutietli,  under  Colonel  Gumming,  again  ready  for  action, 
notwithstanding  the  severe  work  of  the  morning,  brought  up  the  rear. 
All,  however,  made  but  a  short  line.  I  carried  the  head  of  the  line  oppo- 
site to  the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  ordered  it  to  commence  firing  on  the 
enemy  without  waiting  for  the  rest  of  the  line  to  come  up.  It  did  so 
with  promptness  and  spirit.  The  rest  of  the  line  as  it  came  up  joined 
in  the  fire.  Tlie  fire  soon  became  general.  It  was  hot  and  rapid.  The 
enemy  returned  it  with  vigor,  and  showed  a  determination  to  hold  their 
position  stubbornly.  In  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  a  cannon  or  two 
o])ened  on  them,  and  their  hue,  which  had  already  shown  signs  of  wav- 
ering, broke  and  fled  down  the  hill  and  was  soon  out  of  sight,  concealed 
by  the  crest  of  the  hill.  (Tcneral  Toombs  ordered  pursuit,  and  our 
whole  line  rapidly  advanced  after  them.  We  could  not  see  what  was 
below  the  crest  of  the  hill,  but  I  knew  a  very  large  force  of  the  enemy 
must  be  somewhere  below  it,  for  I  had  from  our  late  position  seen  three 
or  four  successive  long  lines  of  them  march  out  from  the  bridge.  I 
therefore  suggested  to  General  Toombs  the  propriety  of  halting  the 
line,  as  its  numbers  were  so  small  and  it  had  no  supports  behind  it,  just 
before  it  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  sending  to  that  crest  only 
the  men  armed  with  long  range  guns.  This  suggestion  he  adopted,  and 
the  men  armed  with  those  guns  (juickly  advanced  to  the  crest  and 
opened  on  the  retreating  enemy.  Their  other  forces  under  the  hill  soon 
commenced  falling  back  also.  After  getting  near  the  creek,  however 
a  large  portion  of  them  halted  and  formed  behind  a  fence.  On  discov- 
ering this  General  Toombs  ordered  down  the  greater  part  of  the  com- 
mand to  dislodge  them,  soon  following  himself.  After  a  very  hot  fight 
in  which  Colonel  Millican  fell  mortally  wounded,  he  succeeded  in  his 
object.  But  it  is  for  him  to  relate  what  took  place  there,  as  1  remained 
behind  with  the  small  reserve.  Our  loss  in  this  part  of  the  battle  ^as 
ill  numbers  light,  considering  the  large  force  of  the  enemy  and  the  short 
distance  of  the  fire.  Their  loss  was  very  heavy.  The  conduct  of  both 
officers  auti  ineu  was,  as  far  as  I  could  observe  it,  as  good  as  it  could  be, 
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To  mention  .sonio  names  without  mentioning  all  would  tberefore  be 
unjust.  TLe  service  tliey  rendered,  to  say  nothiii"-  of  the  saving  of  the 
tliree  abandoned  guns,  was,  I  think,  hardly  to  be  overestimated.  If 
General  Burnside's  corps  had  once  got  through  the  long  gap  in  our  line 
it  Avould  soon  have  been  in  the  rear  of  our  whole  army,  and  that  any- 
body can  see  would  have  been  disastrous. 

I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  liENNING, 
Colonel,  Cominan(Un</  Toombs^  Briqade. 
Capt.  T).  M.  Du  BosE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[19-] 


Report  of  Capt.  Ahner  McC.  Lewis,  Second  Georr/ia  Infantry,  of  opera- 
tions September  15-17. 

Headqitarters  Second  GEORraA  Volunteers, 

September  28,  1862. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  orders  we  inclose  you  a  list  of  casualties,  also 
report  of  the  engagement  of  this  regiment  on  the  Ifitli  [17th]  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  Idth  [15th]  wo  were  ordered  to  take  position 
on  the  banks  of  the  Antietam  Biver,  to  the  right  of  the  bridge.  The 
Twentieth  Georgia  was  on  our  left  and  directly  in  front  and  to  the  left 
of  the  bridge.  We  remained  in  this  position,  after  having  deployed 
the  regiment  behind  trees  and  barricades  made  of  fence  rails,  until  the 
morning  of  the  ICth  [17thJ  when  our  juckets  were  driven  in.  The 
enemy  commenced  an  attack  upon  the  center  of  the  regiment  at  9 
o'clock;  then  immediately  afterward  upon  the  left,  with  how  many 
regiments  we  are  unable  to  ascertain.  They  were  repulsed  several 
times,  but  their  re- enforcements  continually  came  pouring  in;  and 
besijdes,  all  the  while  a  battery  completely  enfilading  our  lines  was 
playing  upon  us.  We  held  the  position  until  our  last  round  of  ammu- 
nition was  exhausted.  At  this  time  Lieut.  Col.  William  K.Holmes,  com- 
manding, was  killed,  the  command  falling  upon  Maj.  W.  T.  Harris. 
He,  seeing  the  condition  of  affairs,  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire  by 
the  left  flank,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  Tlie  regiment  was  con- 
ducted by  the  major  back  to  the  reserve,  where  it  remained  until  next 
morning.  Below  you  will  find  list  of  casualties.* 
Kespectfully, 

A.  MoG.  LEWIS, 
Captain  Company  B,  Commanding  Second  Georgia  Volunteers, 

Col.  H.  L.  Benning, 

Commanding. 

Our  regiment  went  into  the  engagement  with  eighteen  officers  and 
eighty-nine  men.  The  number  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been  less 
than  7,000.  From  what  we  saw,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  supposed 
to  be  300  or  400. 

[19-] 

'Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  2  officers  and  4  meu  killed,  2  offlrer.s  .and  26  men 
wounded,  and  2  ofBoers  and  6  men  captured. 
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Report  of  Capt.  Thomas  H.   Jackson^   Fifteenth    Georgia  Infantry,   of 
operations  September  17. 

Camp  near  Mautinsburg,  Va., 

September  23,  1862. 

I  liave  tlie  Lonor  of  rei)ortiii<?  thioush  von  to  Col.  11.  L.  Beuniug, 
ooininaiidiiij;-  Goiieral  Toombs'  brigade,  tlic  following  report  of  a  battle 
fought  near  Sliarpsbiirg,  Md.,  on  the  17th  instant: 

On  the  niorniug  of  the  date  above  iiientioiied  the  regiment  crossed 
the  Potomac  from  Shepherd.stown  and  marched  toward  the  scene  of  bat- 
tle; Avas  ordered  in  jiosition  on  tlie  right  wing  on  a  road  leading  I  know 
not  where;  remained  but  a  short  time,  when  orders  came  to  move  for- 
ward toward  a  bridge  leading  across  the  Antietam  lliver.  Before  reach- 
ing there  were  ordered  to  halt  by  General  Toombs  in  person,  to  remain 
in  a  corn-lield,  after  Avhich  we  were  ordered  to  about  face,  and  march  by 
the  right  flank  by  file  left  into  a  clover  lield,  wliere  Ave  were  ordered  to 
lie  doAvn.  In  the  meantime  skirmishers  AA'ere  ordered  forward,  wlio 
engaged  the  enemy's  skirmishers  with  great  gallantry;  also  a  company 
of  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  our  positioTi  as  skirmishers 
to  prevent  a  tiaidt  movement  from  the  enemy.  The  regiment,  then  com- 
posed of  eight  companies,  lay  inactive  until  about  4  o'clock  in  tlie  after- 
noon, Avheu  we  Avere  relieved  by  General  Hill's  division.  We  immedi- 
ately were  ordered  by  Colonel  Benning  to  draw  in  our  skirmishers  in 
front  and  moA'e,  Avhich  A\'e  did,  on  the  road  Ave  first  occupied.  We 
marched  but  a  short  distance  up  the  road  when  the  enemy  advanced  on 
a  battery,  which  when  Ave  reached  had  been  deserted  by  our  troo])s.  We 
checked  them,  crossed  the  fence  at  the  road,  and  charged  the  enemy  a 
distance  of  half  a  mile,  until  we  reached  a  rock  fence,  Avhere  we  halted 
and  continued  firiTig  until  dark,  at  which  point  the  colonel  command- 
ing was  killed,  and  I,  second  in  command,  was,  after  dark,  ordered  by 
General  Toombs  in  person  to  move  the  regiment  and  occupy  a  different 
position.  Not  knowing  of  the  orders  that  Avere  issued  during  the  day, 
and  unable  to  give  a  more  perfect  account  of  the  movements  ordered,  of 
all  I  could  see  the  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly,  and  obeyed  every 
order  issued  to  them  with  jiromjdness.  Tlie  company  sent  out  as  skir- 
mishers on  the  right  of  our  position  reported  back  tlie  next  morning, 
they  not  bein?  relieved  until  the  regiment  was  moved  from  Avherethey 
left  it,  Avhich  ])revented  them  from  finding  the  regiment  sooner. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  JACKSON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieutenant  Mott, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[lD<lorHement8.] 

Fifteenth  Georgia  Regiment, 

Sharpsburg. 
Captain:  State  the  number  of  officers  and  men  you  carried  into 
action  as  well  as  you  cau. 

H.  L.  B. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  men  and  thirteen  oificers. 

[19.] 
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Report  of  Capt.  John  A.  McGregor,  Seventeenth  Georgia  Infantry,  of 
operationn  September  17. 

Camp  near  Maktinsbitrg,  Va., 

September  23,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  my  com- 
mand, Seventeenth  Georgia  Volunteers,  during  tlie  engagement  near 
Sharpsburg,  Md.,  on  the  Antietani,  September  17,  18(52: 

My  command,  together  with  Fifteenth  Georgia  and  five  companies  of 
the  Eleventh  Georgia  Kegiment,  were  posted  as  support  to  the  Twentieth 
and  Second  Georgia  Kegimeuts,  who  were  engaged  at  the  Stone  Bridge, 
and  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  extreme  in  driving  tlie  enemy 
away,  who  attacked  tliem  with  vastly  superior  numbers  of  infantry; 
also  had  batteries,  which  commanded  the  bridge.  Still  the  gallant 
Twentieth  and  Second  held  the  position  until  all  their  ammunition  was 
exhausted.  They  then  fell  back.  About  this  time  we  were  relieved  by 
a  portion  of  General  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  as  I  thought  to  go  to  the  sup- 
port of  our  own  division  and  to  rest  a  little,  for  we  were  worn  almost  down 
by  fatiguing  marches,  but  in  the  meantime  the  enemy  were  advancing 
on  the  left  of  the  position  which  we  had  been  holding.  After  the  posi- 
tion was  taken  by  those  who  relieved  us  we  proceeded  to  go  to  the 
jjosition  where  we  were  ordered,  and  while  on  the  march  toward  the  left 
we  were  notified  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  strong  force,  and 
that  our  forces  which  were  posted  in  their  front  had,  after  a  very  short 
resistance,  given  way  and  left  one  of  our  batteries  exposed  to  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy.  Of  course  tlie  gunjiers  were  then  compelled  to  leave, 
and  their  condition  was  such  that  two  or  three  pieces  were  left  on  the 
field.  I  received  an  order  to  bring  my  command  up  in  double-quick 
time  and  engage  the  enemy,  which  I  promptly  obeyed.  Never  could 
men  have  ."cted  more  gallantly  tlian  those  under  my  command,  save  a 
few,  which  I  shall  hereafter  mention.  When  I  reached  the  field  I  found 
the  enemy's  long  lines  in  xjosition  in  grand  style.  I  took  position  and 
ordexed  my  men  to  open  fire  upon  them,  at  the  same  time  to  be  cool  and 
aim  well,  which  they  did.  After  a  short  but  desperate  struggle  the 
enemy  gave  way,  and  we  went  forward.  The  battery  was  then  safe. 
We  engaged  the  enemy  about  4  p.  m.,  and  it  lasted  until  dark.  We 
drove  the  enemy  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  should  have  still 
pursued  but  for  the  prudence  of  yourself  and  General  R.  Toombs,  who 
had  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  batteries  on  our  left  and  were  only 
waiting  for  our  approach. 

(  I  must  here  thank  Capt,  H.  L.  French,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
Lieut.  W.  M.  Middlebrook,  acting  adjutant,  for  their  aid  to  me  in  keep- 
ing the  men  in  position  and  in  encouraging  them  during  the  engage- 
ment. Lieut.  J.  B.  Pickett  acted  very  gallantly  in  encouraging  his 
men.  I  muvSt  ment'on  also  that  those  men  of  Company  A  who  went  in 
acted  gallantly,  as  they  remained  without  a  conjniander.  Lieutenant 
Fentrall  receiving  a  wound  at  the  commencement  of  the  tight.  1  nmst 
further  inention  the  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers  who  came 
under  my  immedi.ite  notice,  and  who  deserve  praise  for  their  daring 
and  coolness,  viz:  J.  H.  Howell,  private  Company  B;  C.  C.  Fickling, 
J.  McCullough,  and  W.  J.  Skinner,  privates  of  Company  C;  Sergt. 
J.  C.  Haire  and  Corpl.  C.  K.  Perry,  Company  D;  G.  W.  Hall,  private 
Company  F;  Daniel  Duffy,  of  Company  G;  J.  N.  Hutchinson,  Company 
H.  In  fact,  it  is  hard  to  make  any  distinction,  as  all  acted  gallantly. 
I  will  here  mention  those  spoken  of  above  as  reported  to  me  by  com- 
pany commanders,  viz :  E.  W.  King,  J.  L.  Darby,  K.  A.  Bell,  McFarland, 
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and  G.  L.  Matthews,  privates  of  Company  A,  fell  out  and  were  not  seen 
on  the  battle  field.  B.  Beeman,  private  Company  B,  failed  to  stand  to 
the  colors.  John  Key,  private,  Company  C,  fell  out  without  permission 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  W.  Emanuel  and  J.  McNair,  privates  Com- 
pany D,  not  in  the  battle — absent  without  leave.    A.  H.  Howell,  private 


I  report  until  next  day. 
pany  G,  failed  to  stand  to  the  colors.  Sergt.  P.  P.  Truett,  Corpl.  J.  W. 
Cline,  and  C.  Chase,  private  Company  H,  fell  out  on  the  way  to  the 
field  without  permission.  E.  McLeod  and  W.  J.  Wimberly,  privates 
Company  K,  detailed  to  bring  water,  and  did  not  return  until  after  the 
fight. 

JNO,  A.  McGEEGOK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Seventeenth  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 

Col.  H.  L.  Benning, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division. 
[19.)  

Report  of  Col.  John  B.  Ctimming,  Twentieth  Georgia  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations September  15-17. 

Hdqks.  Twentieth  Kegiment  Georgia  Volunteers, 

September  2.3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  report  the  part  taken  by  Twen- 
tieth Ri'giment  Georgia  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  of  the  17th 
instant: 

On  the  15th  instant  I  was  stationed  at  a  post  as  picket  guard,  which 
post  was  the  scene  of  action  on  the  17th,  so  far  as  my  regiment  was 
concerned.  On  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant,  the  enemy  appear- 
ing in  Ibrce,  I  sent  out  a  body  of  skirmishers,  who  were  driven  back. 
Early  the  next  morning  the  enemy  showed  in  great  force — at  least  three 
brfgades,  supported  by  artillery,  among  which  were  some  mountain 
howitzers.  They  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon  us,  which  continued  almost 
uninterruptedly  for  nearly  five  hours.  My  regiment,  about  200  strong, 
maintained  its  position,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss  to  the  enemy,  killing 
and  wounding,  according  to  statements  of  some  members  of  my  com- 
mand who  were  taken  prisoners,  nearly  1,000.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
continued  in  undiminished  force,  and  as  all  the  ammunition  available 
on  the  ground  from  the  boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded  men  had  been 
expended,  and  being  enfiladed  by  a  battery  which  the  enemy  had 
planted  on  our  left,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  withdraw  my  command. 
This  order  was  not  given  until  the  advancing  enemy  were  M'ithin  six 
or  seven  yards  of  my  line.  A  portion  of  the  regiment  under  my  imme- 
diate Command  returned  to  the  engagement  during  the  afternoon  and 
fought  on  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  (ieorgia  llegi- 
ments  until  after  dark.  "Wiieu  men  acted  as  my  command  did,  I  cannot 
mention  the  names  of  any  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves, 
as  every  one  did  his  whole  duty.  Accompanying  this  is  my  list  of 
casualties,  showing:  Killed,  4;  wounded,  47;  missing,  17;  total,  68. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  gumming. 
Colonel,  Commanding  Tiventieih  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 

John  R.  Mott, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

fl9.] 
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Report  of  Col.  Montgomery  D.  Corse,  Seventeenth  Virginia  Infantry,  of 
operations  September  '14.* 

Hdqbs.  Seventeenth  Kegiment  Virginia  Infantry, 

Gamp  near  Winchester,  October  13, 1862. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment 
m  the  battle  of  14th  of  September  on  the  mountain  near  Boonsbor- 
oxigh,  Md.: 

Ey  your  order  my  regiment  was  'placed  in  line  of  battle  about  4  p.  m. 
in  a  field  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
and  to  the  left  of  Crampton's  Gap.  In  the  act  of  taking  their  position 
the  regiment  was  subjected  to  a  very  fierce  shelling  from  a  battery  of 
the  enemy  about  600  or  800  yards  on  our  right,  which  enfiladed  our  line. 
Fortunately,  however,  we  suffered  very  little  loss  from  this,  having  but 
two  men  slightly  wounded.  I  moved  the  nigiment  forward  about  100 
yards  by  your  order  toward  a  wood  in  our  front,  and  ordered  Lieuten- 
ant Lehew  with  his  company  to  deploy  forward  as  skirmishers  into  the 
woods  and  to  engage  the  enemy,  who  were  supposed  to  be  there.  Very 
soon  I  heard  shots  from  our  skirmishers.  Your  aide,  Captain  Beckham, 
at  this  time  delivered  me  an  order  to  move  my  regiment  by  the  left  flank 
and  to  connect  my  line  with  the  Eleventh,  occupying  a  corn-field,  which 
order  was  obeyed.  We  remained  in  this  position  a  few  moments,  when 
Colonel  Stuart's  regiment  (Fifty-sixth),  of  Pickett's  brigade,  joined  my 
right.  Immediately  the  brigade  on  our  right  became  hotly  engaged. 
We  reserved  our  fire,  no  enemy  appearing  on  our  front.  After  the  fire 
had  continued  about  fifteen  minutes  Colonel  Stuart  re])ortedto  me  that 
the  troops  on  his  right  had  fallen  back.  I  also  observed  that  they  had 
abandoned  the  left  of  the  Eleventh.  I  communicated  my  intention  to 
Colonel  Stuart  and  to  Major  Clement,  of  the  Eleventh,  to  fall  back  about 
ten  or  fifteen  steps  behind  a  fence,  Avhich  was  simultaneously  done  by 
the  three  regiments  in  good  order.  We  held  this  position  until  long 
after  dark  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  obliquely  on  our  right  flank 
and  in  front  until  nearly  every  cartridge  was  exhausted.  Shortly  after 
the  enemy  had  ceased  firing,  about  7.30  p.  m.,  I  received  your  order  to 
withdraw  my  regiment,  which  was  done  in  good  order  and  halted 
to  rest  on  the  Boonsborough  and  Fredericktown  road  with  the  other 
regiments  of  your  brigade.  In  this  engagement  I  was  particularly 
struck  with  the  determined  courage  of  ofticers  and  men.  They  held 
their  ground  manfully  against  largely  superior  numbers,  as  far  as  I 
could  judge  from  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  upon  our  right  and  front. 
Those  who  deserve  particular  mention  for  distinguished  gallantry  and 
activity  were  Capt.  J.  T.  Burke,  of  Company  D ;  Lieut.  Thomas  Perry, 
of  Company  A;  Lieut.  S.  S.  Turner,  of  Company  B,  and  Lieutenants 
Athey  and  Littleton,  of  Company  C.  Color  Corpl.  J.  Murphy,  of  Com- 
pany C,  and  Color  Corpl.  W.  M.  Harper,  of  Company  E,  won  my  highest 
admiration  for  their  cool  bravery. 

llespectfnlly  submitted  with  a  list  of  casualties.! 

M.  D.  COKSE, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  Kemper. 

[19.1 

*See  also  VoL  XIX,  Part  I,  p.  901. 

t  Nominal  list  (omitted)  sUowb  8  officers  wounded   and  1  man  killed,  10  men 
wounded,  and  3  meu  missing. 
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OCTOBER  16-17,  1862.— Reconnaissance  from  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  to  Smith- 
field,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Grcelij  S.  Cvrti.s.  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

Camp  of  First  Oavalky  Brigade, 
Near  Ilagerstotcn,  Md.,  October  20,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at 
11  p.  in.  of  tlie  15th  instant  a  detachment  of  this  brigade,  500  strong, 
left  camp  under  my  command.  The  detachment  was  composed  of  150 
men  from  the  Fifth  Regulars,  conimanded  by  Lieutenant  Ash ;  150  from 
the  Fir.st  Massachusetts,  under  Capt.  C.  Crowninshield;  150  from  the 
Fourth  Pennsylvania,  under  Captain  Shorts,  aiid  50  from  the  Third 
Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  Captain  Hess. 

At  3.a0  a.  m.  of  the  10th  I  reported  for  instructions  to  General  A.  A. 
Humphreys,  near  Sharpsburg,  and  at  daybreak  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Blackburn's  [Blackford's]  Ford.  The  command  halted  one  mile  beyond 
Shepherdstown  on  the  Smithtield  turnpike  until  the  main  body  had 
crossed  the  river  and  then  proceeded  along  the  turnpike,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets  and  acting  as  supjwrts  to  our  artillery  in  the 
skirmishes  which  occurred  until  Kearneysvillewas  reached  in  the  after- 
noon, where  the  entire  force  halted  and  cami)ed  for  the  night.  During 
the  day  the  Martinsburg  road  from  Shepherdstown  was  held  by  a 
detachment  of  150  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  C.  Crowninshield,  with  orders  to  advance  if  possible  to 
a  crossroad  connecting  tlie  Martinsburg  and  Smithlield  turnpikes,  by 
which  tliey  were  to  rejoin  the  main  force,  leaving  a  sufficient  number  to 
hold  the  cross-road  at  the  junction.  Captain  Crowninshield  advanced, 
driving  in  the  enemy's  pi(;kets  until  he  was  checked  by  a  heavy  force 
of  rebel  cavalry,  who  subsequently,  being  re-enforced  by  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  caused  our  men  to  retire  for  nearly  a  mile.  This  command 
rejoined  the  main  body  of  the  advance,  by  orders,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  17th. 

At  sunrise  of  the  17th  the  cavalry  resumed  their  advance  until  Lee- 
town  was  occupied.  From  that  point  twenty-five  of  the  First  Massa- 
chusetts Cavalry  went  with  me  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Smithfield, 
which  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  the  rebel  cavalry.  The  exact  orders 
of  expedition  having  been  carried  out,  the  force  returned  to  Shepherds- 
town and  recrossed  the  river  by  Blackburn's  [Blackford's]  Ford,  the 
cavalry  aided  by  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Hazlett,  of  the  Fifth  Begimcnt  Artillery,  protecting  the  rear.  The 
innnediate  rear  guard  was  taken  from  the  Fifth  Regular  Cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Ash,  and  behaved  with  great  steadiness  though 
{ilosely  pressed  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  large  numbers  and  annoyed 
by  a  concealed  musketry  tire.  From  the  beginning  of  the  return  march 
to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Shepherdstown  the  enemy  Avere  shellinn- 
the  rear  with  little  success.  The  casualties  of  the  cavalry  command 
were  1  private  of  the  First  Massachusetts  slightly  wounded  by  shell 
and  1  horse  killed  and  2  wounded  of  the  Fifth  Regulars.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  CURTIS, 
Major,  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

General  A.  A.  Humphkeys, 

Conidy.  Reconnaissance  in  Force  from  Sharpsburg,  Md. 

of  October  10  and  17,  1862. 

[19.] 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Hazlett,  Battery  D,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Battery  1),  Fifth  Abtilleky, 

Octoher  30,  18(!2. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  followiug-  actions  of  my  coin- 
iiiand  ou  returuing  from  Leetowu  on  the  ITtli  instant: 

Immediately  after  the  artillery  had  been  removed  from  the  position 
it  occupied  near  Leetown  and  started  on  the  retnrn  the  enemy  opened 
with  two  guns  on  our  retiring  columns,  but  wifhont  injury  to  our  troops. 
1  kept  two  guns  with  the  rear  guard  of  cavalry.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
followed  us  as  we  letired,  and  word  being  sent  me  tliat  tliey  were  get- 
ting ready  to  charge  on  the  rear  of  our  column,  I  halted  and  came  in 
oattery  on  the  road  Avhich  was  straight  for  about  half  a  mile.  Our 
cavalry  moved  ofl'  to  one  side  of  the  road,  and  as  the  enemy  came  in 
sight  over  the  crest  of  a  hill  1  opened  on  them,  wheu  they  immediately 
fell  back  out  of  sight.  This  1  repeated  two  or  three  times.  The  effect 
of  the  shots  could  not  be  ascertained  certainly,  but  tliey  apparently  did 
execution,  as  most  of  them  burst  directly  in  largo  groni)s  of  cavalry 
and  caused  them  to  fall  back  in  haste  out  of  sight.  The  enemy  also 
flred  upon  our  column  with  artillery.  The  oidy  damage,  however,  as 
far  as  1  could  learn,  was  the  wounding  of  one  man  in  my  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  HAZLETT, 
Firnt  Lieutenant,  Fifth  Artillery. 
Captain  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[19.1 


OCTOBER  26-NOVEMBER  10, 1862. — Operations  in  Loudoun,  Fauquier,  and 
Rappahannock  Counties,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  E.  B.  Stuart,  G.  S.  Army,  of  slcirmish  at 
Movntville,  October  31.* 

IlEADQlTARTERS   GAVALEY   DIVISION, 

UpperoiUe,  November  1,  1HG2 — 6'  a.  m. 
General:  Yesterday  I  succeeded  in  surprising  the  enemy  (cavalry) 
at  Mountville,  ca.j>turing  Ins  camp  and  giving  chase  all  the  way  to 
Aldie.  Here  we  found  artillery  strongly  jiosted  in  the  mountain  gap. 
This,  however,  delayed  us  only  long  enough  to  bring  up  our  own,  which 
drove  their  batteries  away,  and  the  whole  concern  left  in  the  direction 
of  Fairfax  Court-House.  We  captured  about  seventy  prisoners  armed 
and  equipped  and  mounted  complete.  Left  four  or  five  of  the  enemy 
at  farm-houses,  too  badly  hurt  to  be  moved,  who  i)robably  died  last 
night.  Captured  two  colors.  It  was  Bayard's  brigade,  comiwsed  of 
live  regiment8,aud  six  pieces  of  artillery.  As  it  was  sundown  when  the 
enemy's  battery  Avas.  silenced,  and  as  I  was  thirteen  miles  from  here, 
with  my  rear  and  left  flank  exposed  to  attack  by  Pleasonton,  1  did  not 
continue  the  pursuit  with  the  horses  so  jaded,  but  returned  to  camp 
near  Union.  The  enemy  were  roughly  handled,  onr  sabers  showing 
blood.  Colonels  Wickham,  Kosser,  and  Owen  did  their  duty  nobly,  as 
did  the  officers  and  men  of  the  command.  Tliere  is  no  cooler  or  more 
intrepid  man  in  action  than  Ros.ser.     The  enemy  nnute  several  charges, 

'  See  also  A'ol.  XIX,  Part  II,  p.  141. 
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but  were  met  -with  signal  defeat.  I  had  tbe  pleasure  to  witness  a  collis- 
ion between  two  of  the  enemy's  squadroDS,  one  charging  to  the  front 
and  the  other  to  the  rear.  They  could  not  stand  the  sabers.  Captain 
Watkins,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry,  behaved  heroically,  and  was,  I  regret 
to  say,  severely  wounded.  We  had  none  killed,  but  several  wounded 
and  several  horses  killed.  I  had  Lee's  brigade  only,  now  commanded 
by  Wickham.  Bayard  had  his  own  and  Stoneman's  cavalry.  Our 
wounded  and  many  of  the  enemy's  were  brought  away.  One  captain 
among  the  prisoners.  I  have  no  information  particularly  important. 
Heintzelman  and  Sigel  are  about  Fairfax  Court- House.  I  will  thank 
you  to  send  tliis  hurried  note  to  General  E.  E.  Lee. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B,  B.  STUAET, 
[19.]  Major-General. 


DECEMBER  11-15,  1862.— Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Nelson  Taylor,  IT.  8.  Army,  commanding  division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fiesx  Army  Corps, 

Cnmp  near  Fletcher's  Chapel,  Va.,  December  31,  1862. 
General:  I  herewith  inclose  the  brigade  reports  of  tlie  brigades 
composing  this  division,  together  with  the  reports  from  the  comman- 
dants of  regiments  composing  the  brigades,  and  also  the  report  of  the 
chief  of  artillery,  accompanied  with  the  reports  of  the  commandants  of 
each  battery.*  From  a  careful  perusal  of  these  reports  you  will  be  en- 
abled to  obtain  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  part  taken  by  each  regiment 
and  brigade,  the  details  of  which  I  thought  might  be  of  assistance  to  you 
in  making  ont  tlie  report  for  the  division.  You  will  observe,  of  course, 
some  conllict  in  the  various  statements,  but  from  your  own  observation 
and  that  of  your  aides  you  will  easily  discriminate  between  that  which 
tlfey  represent  and  which  really  took  place,  and  no  doubt  be  enabled 
to  draw  sound  aud  correct  conclusions  of  tlie  whole.  A  very  little  is 
to  be  said  of  what  took  place  after  you  retired  from  the  field.  The  bay- 
onet charge  over  the  railroad  track  and  into  the  woods  was  pre  eminently 
successful.  The  enemy  was  routed  and  driven  from  his  position  with 
actual  loss  by  the  bayonet  and  many  prisoners  taken.  We  possessed 
ourselves  of  his  position  aiid  occupied  it  for  some  time,  aud  I  only  con- 
sented to  give  it  up  when  I  found  the  troops  on  my  left  had  retired  and 
saw  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  marching  down  the  skirt  of 'the  wood 
to  attack  my  left  Hank.  (See  Colonel  Bates'  (Twelfth  Massachusetts) 
reportt)  No  re-enforcements  coming  to  my  support,  aud  amid  a  uni- 
versal cry  of  a  want  of  ammunition,  I  deemed  the  position  no  longer  ten- 
able. Such  being  the  state  of  affairs,  I  felt  that  it  was  my  duty  to  order 
the  division  to  fall  back;  that  to  persist  in  holding  the  position  longer 
without  the  assurance  of  being  speedily  re-enforced  (which  I  was  not) 
would  be  tlie  sacrihcing  unnecessarily  of  many  lives.  Tlie  division,  at 
about  2.30  p.  m.,  fell  back  to  the  position  it  occupied  in  the  morning  In 
comparative  good  order  with  but  slight  loss,  where,  covered  by  skir- 
mishers, it  was  reformed  and  at  5  p.  m.  supplied  with  ammunition. 
Between  3  and  4  p.  ra.  General  Sickles'  division,  of  General  Stoneman's 
corps,  took  a  position  on  the  ground  which  our  division  occupied  in 
the  morning  and  relieved  our  skirmishers.     No  real  demonstration  was 


*See 
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made  on  the  enemy's  line  near  this  part  of  the  Held  after  the  withdrawal 
of  tliis  division.  About  3  a.  m.  on  the  14th,  by  direction  of  General 
Keynolds,  I  marched  the  division  to  the  left  to  support  General  Double- 
day's  division,  where  the  divisi(m  remained  until  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  when,  by  direction  of  General  lieynolds,  1  recrossed  the  river 
with  the  division,  leaving  300  pickets  on  their  posts,  who  all  rejoined 
the  command  before  daylight  next  morning.  The  loss  of  the  division, 
as  I  stated  to  you  in  a  short  note  a  day  or  two  since,  was  1,241).*  The 
foregoing,  as  near  as  1  can  recollect,  comprehends  about  the  substance, 
il  not  the  details,  of  what  took  place  subsequent  to  the  time  you  left. 
1  give  you  this  information  to  enable  you  to  complete  tlie  report  of  the 
division,  Which  I  think  you  may  do  Avith  propriety.  However,  if  you 
think  differently  and  desire  it,  I  will  take  up  the  subject  where  you 
leave  off',  but  would  much  prefer  that  you  would  complete  it  yourself. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  TAYLOK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  &c. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  L.  Benning,  Seventeenth  Georgia  Injantry,  com- 
manding Toombs'  brigade. 

ITeadqxjabtees  Toombs'  Brigade, 

December  20,  1862. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  part  taken  in  the 
action  of  the  13th  instant  by  Toombs'  brigade  was  slight.  The  brigade 
occupied  a  position  near  the  center  of  the  second  general  line  of  battle. 
The  enemy  never  approached  near  enough  to  that  line  to  draw  its  fire. 
Still,  the  brigade  was  near  enough  to  his  batteries  to  suffer  some  casu- 
alties from  the  artillery  fire  directed  at  our  batteries  or  other  troops 
in  its'fi'ont  and  on  its  flanks.  A  list  of  these  casualties  I  send  you.t 
The  brigade  displayed  the  most  commendable  activity  and  energy  in 
strengthening  its  ])osition  to  resist  attack.  In  a  single  night,  with  eight 
spades,  six  or  eight  picks,  aud  a  very  few  axes,  it  rendered  its  position 
impregnable  to  small-arms,  and  to  every  kind  of  attack,  except  one  by 
artillery,  conducted  on  the  princijiles  of  a  regular  siege.  On  the  day  of 
the  battle  it  was  without  any  of  these  artificial  defenses,  hence  the  casu- 
alties it  sustained.  Shells  were  bursting  on  its  line,  especially  that  part 
of  the  line  occupied  by  the  Fifteenth  and  Twentieth  Georgia,  every  few 
minutes  during  the  whole  battle;  and  it  is  cause  for  thankfulness  that 
the  casualties  were  so  few.  The  men  were  quiet  and  firm  under  this 
long  ordeal.  Only  one  other  thhig  deserves  mention :  From  the  time 
the  signal  guns  were  fired  on  the  night  of  the  11th  to  the  time  when  the 
enemy  retreated  across  the  river  in  the  night  of  the  16th,  the  number  of 
men  for  duty  remained  about  the  same,  rather  increasing  toward  the 
last.    The  desire  to  meet  the  enemy  was  universal. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  L.  BENNING, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Major  Sellers, 

Assistant  Adjuta/nt- General. 

[21-]        

*Bnt  Bee  revised  statement,  Vol.  XXI,  p.  139. 

t  Shows  1  wail  killed,  2  officers  aud  7  luen  wounded,  and  1  mau  missing. 
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Report  of  Col.  Lewifi    B.  WUliams,  jr.,  of  the  operations  of  the  First 
Virginia  Infantry  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  December,  1862. 

Headquarters  First  Virginia  Hegiment, 

December  18,  1862. 

The  regiment  on  the  morning  of  the  13tU  with  the  brigade  took  posi- 
tion as  support  to  G-eneral  Armistead,  Crarnett's  command  occupying 
that  position  until  3.30  o'douk,  when  it  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the 
left  and  down  the  Telegraph  road  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg, 
turning  to  the  left  where  that  road  reaches  the  foot  of  the  bluff,  cross- 
ing a  mill-i)ond  and  halting  under  the  point  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  said 
road,  remainiTig  there  as  "support  to  General  Ransom,  during  which 
maneuver  and  halt  we  were  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and 
jnusketry,  in  which  seven  of  its  men  were  wounded.  At  dusk  the 
regiment  was  carried  forward  and  put  into  position  behind  a  stone  wall 
in  the  suburbs  of  Fredericksburg  where  the  above  mentioned  road 
leads  into  said  ]ilace.  During  the  night  the  regiment  took  four  pris- 
oners, coming  into  our  lines,  one  of  whom  was  sent  to  the  general  com- 
manding the  brigade,  the  other  three  (two  officers  and  one  private,  all 
mounted)  were  turned  over  to  General  Kershaw,  with  horses,  &c., 
nothing  more  of  interest  occurring  during  the  night.  The  morning  of 
tlie  14th  brought  on  a  sharp  skirnnsh,  which  was  kept  up  during  the 
day,  with  a  loss  of  two  men  to  the  regiment,  and  as  far  as  could  be  seen 
some  ten  or  twelve  to  the  enemy.  At  11  o'clock  upon  the  night  of  the 
14th  the  regiment  took  up  the  line  of  march  with  the  brigade  and 
returned  to  bivouac;  occupied  the  night  of  the  12th.  The  conduct  of 
the  men  and  officers  was  such  as  to  call  forth  the  highest  praise,  not 
one  absenting  himself  the  whole  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  B.  WILLIAMS,  Jr., 

Colonel,  (Jommanding, 

[2L] 


Report  of  Col.  William  R.  Terry,  Twenty -fourth   Virginia  Infantry. 

IlEADnUARTEIlS   T-\VENTY-FOURTH   ViRUINIA   REGIMENT, 

Camp  near  Fredcrichsburg,  December  18,  1862. 
General:  In  giving  an  account  of  the  part  taken  by  the  regiment 
in  the  late  actions  in  front  aiid  near  the  city  of  Fredericksburg  on  the 
13th  and  14th  instant,  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  13th  we  were  held 
ill  reserve  of  the  positions  taken  by  Brigadier-Generals  Armistead  and 
Garnett  ready  to  support  whichever  might  lirst  need  our  support. 
About  3  p.  m.  we  were  marched  to  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle  imme- 
diately in  front  of  Fredericksburg  to  reenforce  General  McLaws' 
division,  a  part  of  which  was  then  warmly  engaged  in  action  with  the 
enemy.  During  our  march  my  regiment  was  severely  shelled  by  the 
enemy's  batteries,  but  suffered  comparatively  little  loss.  During  a 
small  portion  of  the  march  we  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  small-arms 
at  long  range.  About  9  p.  m.  we  arrived  in  the  ditch  immediately  iu 
front  of  the  city,  which  position  we  held  during  Sunday,  the  14th  (suf- 
fering no  annoyance  except  from  the  enemy's  sharp  shooters,  who  were 
posted  under  cover  immediately  in  our  front),  until  relieved  by  another 
brigade  about  the  hour  of  10  p.  m.,  when  we  were  marched  to  our  origi- 
nal position  iu  reserve  in  rear  of  Pickett's  division.    My  loss  was  only 
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some  seven  or  eight  wounded,  a  report  of  which  has  been  furnished.  In 
conchision  I  have  only  to  say  that  my  regiment  acted  entirely  to  my 
satisfaction. 

W.  R.  TERRY, 

Colonel  Ttcenty-fourth  Virginia  liegiment. 


FEBRUARY  25,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Hartwood  Church,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  ])e  Witt  C.  Baxter,  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

commanding  brigade. 

Hdqes.  Second  Bbiu.,  Second  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps, 

February  27,  1803. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Brij;ade  in  carrying  out  the  order  transmitted 
from  corps  headquarters  through  you  to  mc: 

On  the  25th  instant,  about  9..'i()  p.  m.,  the  brigade  was  ordered  under 
arms,  and  with  instructions  to  hold  the  cross-roads  at  Berea  Gliurch, 
marched  for  that  point  about  10  o'clock.  We  arrived  there  about  11.15. 
The  night  was  dark,  and  the  roads  were  in  a  very  bad  condition  from 
the  recent  fall  of  snow,  in  consequence  of  which,  although  the  distance 
marched  was  but  little  over  two  miles  and  a  half,  the  men  were  much 
iatigued,  but  in  the  best  of  spirits.  I  made  the  following  disposition 
of  my  men  at  this  point:  One  division  ironi  the  Seventy-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  was  stationed  on  the  road  intersecting  the  Warren- 
ton  road  at  this  place,  and  about  500  yards  to  the  left  of  the  latter; 
one  division  from  the  Seventy- second  Pennsylvania  was  stationed  on 
this  road  to  the  right,  a  like  distance  from  the  Warrenton  road;  one 
division  from  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was 
sent  up  the  Warrenton  road  a  like  distance  beyond  the  Berea  Church. 
Eacl»-of  these  divisions  had  vedettes  thrown  out  beyond  their  posts. 
One  division  from  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  sta- 
tioned in  the  church.  This  left  each  of  my  battalions  four  divisions. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  buildings  around  Pollard's  house,  two  battalions 
(the  Seventy-first  and  Seventy- second)  were  placed  in  position  there, 
with  the  intention  of  forming  square  or  line  of  battle  as  occasion  might 
require.  The  other  two  battalions  were  held  in  reserve  in  close  column 
of  division.  The  cavalry  escort  sent  with  me  I  found  very  useful  in 
patrolling  the  roads  and  keeping  up  communication  with  the  main  body 
and  outposts.  The  above  disposition  was  eflected  by  13  o'clock. 
Guards  were  placed  over  the  surrounding  liouses  to  prevent  comnmni- 
catiou  with  the  enemy.  About  3.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  brigade 
of  U.  S.  cavalry  commenced  moving  to  the  front  and  continued  until 
after  5  o'clock.  About  this  hour  I  received  orders  to  report  to  General 
Stoneman.  About  7  a.  ni.  I  received  orders  from  (Jeueral  Stoneman  to 
march  the  biigade  .some  two  miles  farther  up  the  Warrenton  road  and 
take  a  position  of  defense  at  that  point.  The  rain,  which  commenced 
falling  about  12  o'clock  and  continued  all  night,  now  fell  in  torrents. 
The  roads  were  impassable,  and  the  men  were  wet  to  the  skin.  About 
11  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  return  witli  the  brigade,  and  arrived  at 
camp  about  2.30  p.  m.,  without  having  met  the  enemy.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  shocking  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  heavy  rain  that  con- 
tinued without  cessation,  the  morale  of  the  men  was  excellent,  and  I 
am  sure  if  occasion  had  reqniied  they  would  have  given  a  good  report 
of  them-splvAs.    Tn  tiip  officers  who  accompanied  me  1  am  under  lasting 
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obligations  for  the  promptness  and  alacrity  with  wliicli  all  my  orders 
were  executed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  C.  BAXTER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Capt.  E.  Whittlesey,  AsHintant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
[25.]  

MARCH  28,  1863. — Skirmish  at  Hurricane  Bridge,  W.  Va. 
Report  of  Capt.  James  W.  Johnson,  Thirteenth  West  Virginia  Infantry. 

HunmCAJJE  Beidge,  Va.,  April  .5,  1803. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  assault 
made  on  this  post  by  the  rebel  General  Jenkins  and  his  command  on 
the  28th  instant  [ultimo] : 

About  G  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant  [ultimo]  our 
pickets  brought  in  a  flag  of  truce,  with  the  following  note  from  Jenkins : 

Hdrbicant!  Bridge,  Va.,  April  [Marchl  SS,  1863. 
Colonel  Brown, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Eegiment  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Hurricane  Bridge: 
CoLOXiiL:  I  have  now  an  overwhelming  force  so  disposed  as  to  completely  sur- 
round you  and  cut  off  your  retreat.  A  humane  desire  to  avert  the  loss  of  life  iuducea 
me  to  demand  your  surrender.  In  the  event  of  yonr  compliance,  and  the  surrender 
in  good  faith  of  all  forces  nuder  yonr  command,  they  shall  receive  the  treatment 
■wan-anted  by  the  usages  of  war,  and  both  officers  and  men  will  be  paroled.  Twenty 
minutes  will  he  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  this  note  and  to  return  a  reply. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  JENKINS, 
Brifjadier-Geiieral,  C.  S.  Army. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  above  note  I  immediately  sent  in  reply  that 
I  should  not  surrender  the  forces  under  my  command  unless  forced  to 
do  so  by  an  exhibition  of  his  boasted  strength,  and  immediately  set 
about  making  the  best  possible  disposition  of  the  limited  forces  under 
my  command.  In  fifteen  minutes  we  were  ready  for  action.  All  our 
available  forces,  numbering  about  150  effective  men,  were  drawn  up 
inside  our  fortifications,  when  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  and  opened 
a  furious  fire  upon  us  simultaneously  on  three  sides  from  as  many  dif- 
ferent hills,  owing  to  the  high  elevation  of  which  and  the  nuflnished 
condition  of  our  works,  exposed  our  men  to  a  most  galling  cross  fire, 
which  they  withstood  and  returned  with  the  firmness  of  veterans.  The 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  posted  on  the  adjacent  heights  and  armed  with 
globe-sighted  rifles,  were  constantly  endeavoring  to  pick  oft'oflicers  and 
men.  After  about  five  hours'  brisk  and  animated  firing  from  both  sides 
the  enemy  sullenly  withdrew  his  forces,  leaving  a  few  of  his  wounded, 
who  fell  into  our  hands,  from  whom  we  have  learned  that  the  enemy's 
force  engaged  did  not  number  less  than  500  men.  Our  loss  was  3  killed 
and  4  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died.  To  both  oflBcers  and  men 
I  return  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  bravery  and  gallantry  displayed 
during  the  engagement.  Where  so  many  heroic  deeds  were  performed 
it  would  bo  unjust  to  mention  individual  acts  of  gallantry.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  all  behaved  in  the  most  noble  and  gallant  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfnllv, 

J.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Detachment  Thirteenth  Regt.  Virginia  Vol.  Infty. 

Col.  W.  E.  Brown, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry. 

[25.J 
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APRIL  21-24,  1863.— Scout  to  Leesburg,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Tlioman  Gibson,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Camp  op  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

April  34,  1863. 
Captain:  I  respectfully  report  tliat  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  (len- 
eral  Kelley,  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant,  at  11.02  o'clock,  I 
started  with  211  men  and  G  commissioned  officers  for  Lovettsville.  I 
arrived  at  Lovettsville  at  daybreak  on  the  22d,  and  found  that  Cap- 
tain Means'  company  was  at  Grubb's  Mill,  three  miles  distant;  that  a 
party  of  rebels  twelve  strong  had  stolen  a  horse  from  John  Snoots 
about  five  hours  before  my  arrival.  I  put  out  patrols  and  vedettes, 
aua  permitted  the  men  to  rest  until  8  a.  m.  I  joined  Captain  Means  at 
Grubb's  Mill,  and  fed  from  the  corn  of  one  Joseph  Mead,  a  rebel.  I 
scouted  the  country  between  the  west  slope  of  tlie  Catoctiii  Mountain 
and  Waterford.  I  camped  at  Waterford  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Cap- 
tain Hall,  who  was  sent  to  catch  Mobberly,  the  guerrilla.  Mobberly  was 
not  found.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  23d  it  commenced  to  rain.  We 
pushed  on  for  Leesburg  by  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Catoctin  Mountain, 
Stunii>town,  and  Goresville.  At  Leesburg  we  found  Charles  Cooper  and 
John  Taylor,  of  White's  cavalry,  hidden  in  a  haymow ;  GeorgeG.  Harper, 
who  was  i)ointed  out  by  a  negro  as  a  spy  from  Richmond ;  James  Shehuf, 
a  refugee  from  Alexandria.  Near  Leesburg  we  found  William  Fletcher, 
formerly  of  the  Loudoun  (Cavalry,  who  says  he  was  never  mustered  in, 
and  served  as  wagon-master  of  tlie  Eleventh  Virginia  for  tliree months. 
I  returned  to  Waterford  and  remained  for  the  night.  On  this  morning- 
it  continued  to  rain.  Our  men  were  out  of  rations,  and  the  creeks  all 
unfordable,  and  after  gleaning  all  the  information  possible  from  scouts 
and  refugees,  I  continued  by  a  circuitous  route,  on  account  of  the 
creeks,  my  way  to  camji.  I  learned  that  Mosby  had  been  in  Water- 
ford ill  person ;  that  he  intended  to  attack  our  outposts  at  this  place 
on  the  night  of  the  21st;  but  as  he  was  doubtless  gone  two  days  I 
thought  any  attempt  to  cut  him  off  between  Hillsborough  and  the 
Ferry,  considering  the  roads,  to  be  useless.  I  learned  that  Fitzhugh 
Lee  had  fallen  back,  leaving  Mosby  and  four  comi)anies  to  catch  any 
small  parties  we  miglit  send  out,  particularly  Captain  Means'  company. 
Mosby  was  last  camped  at  Bloomfleld,  six  miles  from  Leesburg.  I 
took  a  horse  from  Mrs.  Louders,  near  Lovettsville,  telling  her  that  if 
she  brought  in  the  one  left,  a  worn-out  one,  she  should  have  her  own. 
We  got  five  prisoners  and  four  horses.  Forage  in  the  country  scouted 
in  is  jilenty.  The  people  complain  of  the  rebels  stealing  horses,  and 
many  express  themselves  gratified  at  our  presence.  There  is  one 
Shugart,  near  Leesburg,  who  harbors  and  feeds  the  rebel  horse-thieves. 
The  prisoner  Cooper  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  once.  The  man  John 
Taylor  admitted  that  he  was  a  native  of  Baltimore  and  a  deserter  from 
a  Maryland  regiment.  Cooi)er  should  be  tried  by  a  military  commis- 
sion for  bushwhacking  and  horse  stealing.     He  admits  having  shot 

pickets. 

T.  GIBSON, 
Major,  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Capt.  T.  Melvin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[25.] 
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APEIL  27-MAy  6,  1863. — The  Chancellorsville  Campaign. 

Report   of   Brig.    Gen.  Joshua    T.    Owen,    U.   S.   Army,   commanding 

brit/ade.* 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Second  Corps, 

Jn  Blvonne  at  Bnnks'  Ford,  May  i,  1S63. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  repoit  tliat  1  detailed  a  compauy 
of  tlie  Sixty-ninth  Kegiment  Tennsylvaiiia  Volunteers  as  skirmisliers 
to  cross  tlie  river  under  cbarse  of  one  of  my  aides  de-cam)),  Lieut,  li.  S. 
Seabury,  and  to  sconr  the  woods  on  tlie  enemy's  side,  ascertain  his 
force  and  whereabouts,  and  if  possible  communicate  with  General 
Sedgwick's  forces,  then  advancing  in  gallant  style  from  Fredericks- 
burg on  the  ])lauk  road.  Tbese  objects  were  accomplished  without 
loss.  Ten  ])risoners  were  taken,  whom  I  send  herewith  to  General 
Gibbon.  At  4..3()  p.  m.,  hearing  the  heavy  fusilade  and  discovering 
that  the  enemy  had  been  driven  beyond  the  ford  which  I  was  to  pro- 
tect, and  believing  that  I  might  be  of  assistaiice  to  General  Sedgwick, 
I  quickly  formed  my  brigade  and  hastened  across  the  bridge,  at  this 
time  finished.  On  my  way  aiul  near  tlie  bridge  I  met  Generals  Hunt 
and  Benham,  who  approved  of  my  action.  I  sent  my  acting  assistant 
adjutant  general.  Captain  Banes,  to  General  Sedgwick  witli  my  com- 
pliments and  the  request  that  I  might  be  assigned  a  position  and  be 
allowed  to  take  part  in  the  fight.  Just  as  I  had  reached  the  point 
where  my  left  would  join  his  right  1  received  for  answer  that  he  was 
strong  enough  for  the  enemy,  and  advising  nie  to  prevent  him  from 
either  crossing  or  destroying  the  pontoon  bridge,  for  which  I  at  once 
made  my  arrangements.  I  have  experienced  some  inconvenience  from 
a  question  of  rank  and  a  conflict  of  authority  between  Generals  Hunt 
and  Benham.  I  am  alternately  ordered  by  each,  and  sometimes  these 
orders  are  conflicting.  When  they  have  conflicted  I  have  taken  the 
responsibility  of  acting  according  to  my  own  judgment.  During  my 
progress  I  picked  up  a  number  of  our  wounded  and  had  them  brought 
o'^r  by  stretchers  and  ambulances  to  a  hospital  which  I  have  estab- 
lished near  my  headquarters,  under  charge  of  my  brigade  surgeon, 
Doctor  Kizer.  The  oflicers  and  men  of  my  command  acted  with  prompt- 
ness and  manifested  their  usual  readiness  to  obey  my  orders  and  do 
their  duty. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  T.  OWEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  F.  A.  Haskell, 

Acting  Assistatit  Adjutant-General. 

[25.] 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  K.  Zoolc,  V.  8.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brkt.,  Hancock's  Div.,  Second  Corps, 

Vamp  near  Falmouth,  Va.,  May  12,  1863. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  recent  operations  of  the  Army  of  the 
Totomat;: 

On  the  28th  ultimo  we  broke  camp.  On  the  evening  of  the  3()th  we 
crossed  the  Kappahannock  at  United  States  Ford  and  bivouacked  that 
night  near  Chancellorsville.    At  noon  on  the  1st  instant  the  brigade  was 

"  See  also  Vol.  XXV,  Part  I,  p.  357. 
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marched  ont  the  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville  pike  to  a  hill  in  the 
direction  of  Fredericksburg,  about  a  mile  from  the  Chancellor  house, 
•where  it  was  formed  in  two  lines  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  the  First 
Brigade.  The  Sixty-sixth  New  York  and  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth 
Peunsylvaiiia  formed  the  first  line  and  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty- 
secoud  New  York  the  second.  Skirmishers  werc'tlirown  out  from  the 
first  line  with  instructions  to  remaiu  under  cover  of  the  woods  out  of 
the  enemy's  view.  Subsequently  Major  Scott,  of  the  di\'isioii  staff',  in  the 
name  of  the  general,  required  of  me  a  regiment  to  support  the  skirmish 
line,  which  he  himself  undertook  to  post.  The  Fifty-second  New  York 
was  assigned  to  the  performance  of  the  required  duty,  and  by  some  mis- 
take was  deployed  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  in  easy  range  of  his 
batteries.  Uf  course,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  regiment  with 
his  artillery,  and  advanced  his  infantry  against  it  with  such  effect  that 
24  enlisted  men  out  of  124,  the  total  of  the  regiment,  were  killed  or 
wounded  without  accomplishing  any  possible  good.  Some  time  later  I 
received  orders  to  fall  back  with  the  brigade  200  yards  and  await  orders, 
which,  however,  were  soon  given  to  hasten  out  of  the  woods,  march 
rapidly  toward  the  Chancellor  house,  and  re-form  line  of  battle.  The 
line  was  formed  in  the  best  position  the  ground  afforded,  with  one  bat- 
tery in  front  and  another  in  rear.  The  fire  of  the  latter  injured  one 
otticer  and  several  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  by  premature 
shell  explosions.  After  the  rejmlse  of  the  enemy  the  brigade  again 
advanced  over  the  road  by  whicli  it  had  just  retired  and  took  position 
to  its  lelt  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge  recently  abandoned,  forming  a  second 
line  to  the  First  JJrigade,  General  Caldwell's.  It  remained  here  until  3 
a.  m.  of  tlie  2d,  when  it  Avas  again  withdrawn  to  the  Chancellor  house. 
The  enemj-  had  shelled  the  positiou  ineffectually  during  the  early  part 
of  the  night.  At  suurise  tlie  Fifty-seventh  New  York  was  detailed  to 
picket  near  the  grouiul  jnst  vacated  by  our  lines.  During  tliedayit 
was  frequently  and  determinedly  attacked,  but  resisted  successfully, 
killing  and  wounding  many  of  the  enemy.  In  the  course  of  the  morn- 
ing a  part  of  the  Fifty-second  was  sent  to  its  assistance,  and  of  course 
shared  the  fighting  and  honor.  The  remainder  of  the  larigade  at  the 
same  time  was  mart^hed  toward  the  place  of  our  first  night's  bivouac 
to  occupy  a  crest  looking  toward  Fredericksburg,  which  they  subse- 
quently strengthened  by  liile-pits.  At  10  a.  ui.  the  Sixty-sixth  New 
York  was  detach(!d  to  report  to  (ieneral  Caldwell,  and  later  in  f  he  day 
what  remained  of  the  Fifty-second  was  sent  him  also.  A  battery  enfi- 
lading my  positiou  threw  a  few  sheila  about  sunset,  but  fortunately  with- 
out injury  to  the  command.  At  9  p.  m.  the  Sixty-sixth  and  two 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  relieved  the  Fifty-seventh 
and  tlie  part  of  the  Fifty  second  which  was  on  picket,  tlie  latter  falling 
back  to  the  rifle-pits  vacated  by  the  Sixty-sixth,  in  General  Caldwell's 
line.  These  pickets  experienced  severe  fighting  and  considerable  loss 
next  day,  especially  Avhen  ordered  to  fall  back. 

On  the  morning  of  the  .'5d,  some  regiments  having  been  witlidrawn 
from  the  rifle-]nts  on  my  right,  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  was 
moved  in  that  direction  to  maintain  connection  with  those  which 
remained.  In  this  new  position  the  regiment  lost  some  men  killed  and 
wounded  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  Lieut.  John  S.  Paden,  Fifty-seventh 
New  York,  my  acting  aide  de  camp,  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  by 
a  piece  of  shell  at  this  place.  Subsequently  the  One  hundred  and 
fortieth  was  moved  to  the  support  of  a  battery  on  the  right  of  the 
Chancellor  house — the  Fifth  Maiiie.  Half  an  hour  after  taking  this 
position  the  house  caught  fire.  Being  filled  with  our  wounded  a  com- 
pany of  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  was  ordered  to  assist  in  their 
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removal,  which  duty  was  well  performed  uuder  very  severe  fire. 
Another  detail  of  forty  men  was  made  to  bring  off  the  guns  of  the 
battery  above  named,  which  had  lost  all  its  officers  and  nearly  all  its 
men  and  horses.  This  detail  first  drove  two  caissons  into  the  woods, 
out  of  the  enemy's  sight,  and  tbeii  returned  and  removed  two  guns  to 
the  same  position.  It  was  then  and  there  they  first  saw  men  of  any 
other  brigatle.  Some  men  of  the  Second  Brigade  assisted  part  of  the 
detail  to  bring  off  these  guns,  whilst  the  remainder  went  back  for  the 
other  three,  which  tliey  found  some  men  of  the  Second  and  Fourth 
Brigades  endeavoring  to  remove.  Lieutenant  Linton,  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fortieth,  in  charge  of  the  detail,  ordered  some  of  his  men  to 
assist  with  each  gun,  until  they  reached  a  place  of  safety,  which  was 
done.  The  gun  detail  and  that  for  the  removal  of  the  wounded  iieces- 
sarily  left  their  arms  with  the  regiment,  which  moved  away  in  obedience 
to  orders  during  their  absence.  In  this  way  some  rifles  were  lost, 
although  many  of  the  men  and  some  of  the  officers  each  carried  off 
quite  an  armload  of  pieces.  Conspicuous  amongst  the  latter  was 
Lieutenant  Stokes,  who  abandoned  his  rations,  blankets,  &c.,  for  the 
purpose.  On  arriving  upon  the  field  near  the  white  house  in  rear  of 
(Jhancellorsville,  I  found  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  the  Fifty- 
second  and  Fifty-seventh  New  York,  which  had  been  operating  under 
General  Caldwell,  as  he  informed  me,  with  great  credit,  and  the  Sixty- 
sixth,  returned  from  picket.  These  with  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth 
were  formed  in  line  in  rear  of  General  Caldwell's  brigade,  in  the  new 
position  to  the  left  of  the  Third  Corps,  where  we  remaiued  until  our 
withdrawal  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  I  am  happy  to  express 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  my  cjommand,  and  to  return  my 
thanks  to  Captain  Kose,  and  Lieutenants  Faville,  Broom,  and  Paden, 
of  my  staff,  for  their  efficient  assistance. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  ZOOK, 
Brigadier-  General. 
,.Maj.  John  Hancock, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[25.] 


Report  of  Col.  Hiram  Burnham,  Sixth  Maine    Infantry,  commanding 
Light  JJivision,  Sixth  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Light  Uivision,  Sixth  Corps, 

May  IS,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Light  Division  from  the  date  of  the  resignation  of 
General  Pratt,  April  30,  when  the  command  devolved  njwn  me,  to  the 
time  when  the  command  was  withdrawn  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Ra))- 
pahannock  on  tlie  morning  of  May  5: 

In  j)ursuance  of  orders  received  from  corps  headijuarters,  I  marched 
the  Light  Division  to  the  right  bauk  of  the  river  on  tlie  morning  of 
May  1,  crossing  near  Deep  liun  and  reporting  to  Brigadier-General 
Brooks  for  orders.  I  was  directed  to  take  up  a  position  in  front  of  our 
forces  at  this  point,  which  I  accordingly  did,  relieving  all  pickets  which 
had  previously  lieen  thrown  out.  This  position  was  maintained  almost 
without  incident  until  5  p.  m.  May  2,  when  it  was  determined  to  drive 
the  enemy  ba<!k,  and  the  necessary  preparatious  were  accordingly 
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made.  The  Thirty-first  Nefr  York,  Colonol  Jones,  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed up  Deep  Enn  to  clear  that  ravine  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters 
aud  to  commence  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  lines.  This  regiment  hav- 
ing become  warmly  engaged,  my  whole  line  was  ordered  forward  and 
moved  up  gallantly,  my  skirmishers  driving  the  enemy  everywhere 
before  them,  and  pressing  him  completely  back  to  the  base  of  the  line 
of  hills  which  bristled  with  his  fortifications.  Ilere  a  halt  was  ordered 
by  General  Brooks,  and  the  engagement  was  discontinued,  the  enemy 
haying  been  driven  wherever  found.  Subsequently  my  command  was 
relieved  and  drawn  back  near  its  former  position,  where  the  men  were 
allowed  to  rest  until  the  movement  toward  Fredericksburg  was  com- 
menced at  11  p.  m.,  when  I  reported  with  my  command  toMajor-Geueral 
Newton,  aud  in  obedience  to  orders  moved  in  the  rear  of  his  division. 
The  entire  night  was  consumed  in  this  movement.  Just  as  day  was 
beginning  to  dawn  I  halted  my  command  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
and  remained  there  for  a  short  time  until  a  position  was  assigned  me 
in  front  of  the  fortifications  upon  the  heights  of  Saint  Marye.  I  occii- 
pied  this  position  at  about  G  a.  m.  and  disposed  of  my  forces  as  follows: 
The  Sixth  Maine,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris;  Thirty- first  New  York, 
Colonel  Jones,  and  Fifth  Wisconsin,  Colonel  Allen,  I  placed  directly  in 
front  of  the  fortifications  and  just  to  the  lett  of  the  plank  road  where 
it  winds  down  the  hill  and  crosses  the  canal. 

The  Forty-third  New  York,  Colonel  Baker,  and  the  Sixty- first  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  were  reserved  for  purposes  which  will  be  indicated 
hereafter.  The  men  were  informed  that  they  were  to  take  the  fortifica- 
tions in  front  of  them  by  storm,  aud  regimental  commanders  were 
urged  to  enforce  upon  them  the  necessity  of  relying  upon  the  bayonet 
alone  instead  of  wasting  ammunition  by  firing  upon  a  foe  sheltered 
behind  fortifications.  To  the  fidelity  with  which  this  instruction  was 
observed  I  consider  the  glorious  success  of  my  command  entirely  due. 
All  preparations  having  been  completed,  I  commenced  the  attack  at  10 
a.  m.  by  pushing  forward  upon  the  plank  road  an  attacking  column, 
consisting  of  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Spear,  and  the 
Forty-third  New  York,  Colonel  Baker,  the  Sixty-first  being  in  front. 
Tliis  force,  marching  in  columns  of  fours  and  having  reached  the  bridge 
across  the  canal,  took  up  the  double-quick,  pushing  up  tlie  hill  gallantly 
under  a  witberiTig  fire  of  musketry.  The  head  of  the  column  becoming 
engaged  with  the  enemy  was  the  signal  for  the  direct  attack  upon  the 
fortifications  by  the  remainder  of  my  command.  Accordingly  the  regi- 
ments npon  the  left  of  the  rojid  were  at  once  put  in  motion  and  swept 
steadily  up  the  hill  unmindful  of  the  terrific  fire  of  musketry  and  can- 
ister which  was  vomited  forth  upon  them  from  stone  walls,  rifle-pits, 
and  redoubts.  Silent  and  cool,  with  ranks  well  closed,  they  rushed  on 
without  firing  a  shot,  routed  the  enemy  from  behind  the  stone  wall  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  and  without  a  i)ause  pushed  him  before  them  up  the 
heights.  At  this  critical  juncture  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  was 
thrown  into  momentary  confusion  by  the  death  of  its  gallantcolonel,  and 
fell  back  in  some  disorder.  This  exposed  the  flank  of  the  Sixth  Maine 
to  a  most  destructive  cross  fire  of  musketry,  but  nothing  could  check 
these  men  of  iron  will.  The  rifle-pit  was  carried  by  a  bayonet  charge  in 
which  many  of  the  enemy  were  slain ,  and  still  pressiu  g  on  after  the  routed 
and  panic-stricken  foe,  they  carried  the  earth-works  upon  the  crest  of 
the  hill  and  planted  our  colors  there  in  triumph.  The  confusion  in  the 
column  upon  the  plank  road  was  only  momentary.  Colonel  Baker  at 
once  pushed  his  regiment  to  the  front  and  the  works  at  this  point  were 
carried  with  small  loss,  the  enemy's  lines  having  already  been  broken. 
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The  works  having  heen  thus  carried,  my  whole  command  was  pushed  on 
down  the  phiuk  road  iu  ]iursnit  of  the  flying  enemy,  and  assisted  iu 
carrying  his  second  line  of  works,  after  wliicli  General  Brooks  took  the 
front,  and  my  command  was  not  again  engaged  with  the  enemy  during 
the  daj\  I  need  hardlj-  speak  of  tlie  advantages  which  accrued  to  our 
forces  from  the  desperate  and  successful  assault  upon  the  heights  of 
Saint  Marye,  of  which  I  have  just  given  tlie  details.  Tbe  splendid 
battery  and  the  many  prisoners  which  were  captnred  were,  after  all, 
Xierhaps  the  least  of  the  fruits  of  our  victory.  Later  in  the  day  when 
(ieneral  Brooks'  command  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  Salem 
Heights,  I  placed  my  command  within  su])i»orting  distance  and  awaited 
Orders.  Just  at  dark  I  moved  the  Light  Division  to  the  front  and  there 
passed  the  night. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  May  4,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I 
moved  my  command  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines  and  took  position 
near  Brooks'  Ford.  During  the  day  tlie  position  of  the  Light  Division 
was  changed  several  times.  In  the  afternoon  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  and 
Sixty-first  Pennsylvania,  under  command  of  Colonel  Allen,  were 
attached  to  the  command  of  General  Brooks.  They  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  but  did  not  sufler  severely.  At  night  the  Sixth 
Maine,  Forty-third  New  York,  and  two  comi)anies  of  the  Thirty-first 
New  York  were  posted  near  the  position  which  they  occupied  in  the 
morning,  on  tlie  extreme  right  of  our  lines  fit  Brooks'  Ford.  The 
liositiou  was  somewhat  isolated,  and  by  breaking  through  our  picket- 
line  the  enemy  jiiaced  himself  between  this  portion  of  my  command 
and  the  remainder  of  the  corjis.  He  then  advanced  in  heavy  force  at 
about  midnight  to  attack  the  command.  He  succeeded  in  capturing 
some  of  my  pickets  from  the  Thirty-tirst  New  York  and  Forty-third 
New  Y'ork,  but  the  Sixth'Main^  met  him  and  repulsed  him  handsomely, 
alter  a  fight  of  less  than  half  au  hour.  He  at  once  reformed  his  col- 
umns, and  bringing  up  fresh  troops  prepared  to  renew  the  attack. 
Finding  a  much  larger  force  opposed  to  me,  the  command  was  with- 
drawn, after  being  virtually  cut  off  from  the  corps  and  surrounded  by 
the  enemy,  by  being  led  to  the  water's  edge  and  thence  following  the 
river  to  Banks'  Ford.  At  li  o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of  the  oth  of  May 
the  command  recrossed  the  river  at  Banks'  li'ord,  encamping  on  the  left 
bank  near  that  place.  In  detailing  the  operations  of  the  Light  Division 
I  should  not  omit  to  speak  of  the  sei  vices  rendered  by  the  Third  New 
York  Independent  Battery,  Lieut.  W.  A.  Ilarn,  which,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Colonel  Tompkins,  chief  of  artilFery  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  par- 
ticipated in  the  engagements  at  the  heights  of  Saint  Marye  and  Salem 
Heights,  on  both  of  which  occasions  it  behaved  gallantly  and  was 
skillfully  and  etliciently  liandled.  I  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Colonel 
Spear,  of  the  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  fell  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment  in  the  assault  ui^on  the  heights  of  Saint  Marye,  and 
also  the  loss  of  Ma}.  Joel  A.  Haycock,  of  tlie  Sixth  Maine,  who  fell  in 
the  same  engagement.  The  loss  of  these  and  other  valued  and  gallant 
ofticers  cannot  be  too  deeply  regretted.  Throughout  these  operations 
the  conduct  of  the  ofticers  and  nien  of  my  command  was  splendid, 
almost  witliout  exception.  The  following  are  deserving  of  special 
mention,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  them  to  your  notice, 
viz:  Colonel  Allen,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers;  Colonel  Baker,  Forty- 
third  New  York  Volunteers;  Colonel  Jones,  Thirty-first  New  York 
Volunteers;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harris,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  Major 
Dawson,  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Harn, 
Third  New  York  Independent  Battery.    The  able  manner  in  which 
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these  officers  handled  their  commands,  and  the  personal  gallantry 
which  they  displayed  in  the  engagements  Avith  the  enemy,  cannot  be 
too  highly  commended.  Adjt.  Charles  A.  Olark,  Sixth  Maine  Volun- 
teers, should  also  be  specially  commended.  His  coolness,  gallantry, 
and  presence  of  mind  in  the  engagement  at  Brooks'  Ford  contributed 
in  a  great  measure  to  saving  his  regiment  from  annihilation  and  cap- 
ture. I  submit  herewith  a  si)ecial  report  of  such  officers  and  men  as 
have  been  brought  to  my  notice  by  regimental  commanders  and  are  in 
my  opinion  deserving  of  mention.  I  also  submit  a  special  report  of 
casualties.* 

Very  resjiectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

HIllAM  BTJRNnAM, 
Colonel  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers,  Gomdfj.  Light  Division. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps. 

{llicloaure.] 

Heabqxjakters  Light  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 

May  13,  18/13. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  following-named 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  this  command  who  distinguished  them- 
selves during  the  recent  operations  of  the  army  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rappahannock.  Special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  following 
officers  of  my  staff',  whose  services  throughout  were  of  value  to  me  and 
who  distinguished  themselves  on  more  than  one  trying  occasion  by 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct,  viz:  Capt.  A.  E.  King,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Cai)t.  Enoch  Totten,  acting  assistant  inspector- 
general;  First  Lieutenant  Bissell,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  aide- 
de-camp,  and  First  Lieut.  J.  G.  Eoberts,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers, 
division  provost-marshal.  I  have  already  in  my  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  command  brought  to  your  notice  the  several  regimental 
commanders  and  the  commander  of  t!ie  Third  New  York  Independent 
Battery.  I  would  again  say  that  the  gallantry  and  bravery  of  Colonel 
Baker,  Colonel  Jones,  Colonel  Allen,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris,  and 
Major  Dawson,  deserve  special  njention.  1  have  also  mentioned  Adjt. 
Charles  A.  Clark,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers,  in  my  re])ort  of  operations. 
He  is  highly  commended  by  his  regimental  <;ommander  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct,  both  at  the  heights  of  Saint  Marye  and  Brooks' 
Ford.  From  my  personal  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  I  would  say 
that  his  coolness,  bravery,  and  good  behavior  elicit  my  warmest  admi- 
ration and  praise.  He  has  fully  earned  promotion,  has  the  ability  and 
would  make  a  good  assistant  adjutant-general.  The  following  officers 
are  mentioned  for  distinguished  services  at  Saint  Marye's  Heights, 
where  they  were  wounded  seriously:  Capt.  B.  J.  Buck,  Sixth  Maine 
Volunteers;  Capt.  Thomas  P.  lloach,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  First 
lAent.  J.  B.  McKinley,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  Maj.  H.  M.  Wheeler, 
Filth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  The  following  are  commended  for  gallant 
conduct  at  the  heights  of  Saint  Marye  and  Brooks'  Ford:  Lieut.  Col. 
.John  Wilson,  Forty  third  New  York  Volunteers;  Maj.  John  Fryer, 
Forty-third  New  York  Volunteers;  Capts.  Theodore  Lincoln,  jr.,  and 
Geor'ge  Fuller,  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers;  First  Lieuts.  A.  B.  Sumner, 
H.  H.  Waite,  L.  Smith,  and  Second  Lieuts.  Fred.  A.  Hill,  Fred.  B.  Ginii, 
and  George  W.  Burnham,  all  of  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers.  All  com- 
manded companies  after  the  charge  at  heights  of  Saint  Marye.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Catlin,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  deserves  honorable 

•Embodied  iu  tables,  Vol.  XXV,  Part  I,  pp.  172,  191. 
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mention  for  gallant  conduct  at  lieiglits  of  Saint  Marye,  where  he  com- 
manded the  left  wing  of  his  regiment.  The  following  enlisted  men  are 
mentioned  for  reasons  set  against  tlieir  names:  Private  James  Eobb, 
Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  seized  the  colors  of  his  regiment 
when  the  color-sergeant  was  wounded  and  bore  them  until  relieved  by 
one  of  the  color-corporals.  Corpl.  C.  T.  Packard,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers, pursued  and  captured  two  rebels.  Corpl.  J.  F.  Elliott  and  Corpl. 
O.  H.  Beal,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  who  insisted  upon  following 
the  rebels  after  being  wounded.  Corpls.  V.  13.  Gee,  Charles  O.  Brown, 
and  Privates  John  Ross  and  Alexander  Johnson,  Fifth  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  wounded  at  heights  of  Saint  Marye,  but  remained  with  the 
regiment  throughout,  (^olor  Sergt.  John  A.  Gray,  Sixth  Maine  Vol- 
unteers, distinguished  himself  at  heights  of  Saint  Marye,  being  the 
first  man  of  our  forces  to  enter  the  enemy's  works,  and  planting  his 
colors  upon  them  before  auy  others  waved  over  them,  and  while  the 
cannoneers  were  still  at  their  guns  and  the  infantry  making  a  stub 
born  resistance.  First  Sergt.  Lindrofl"  W.  Smith,  Sixth  Maine,  distin- 
guished himself  by  gallantry  at  heights  of  Saint  Marye  and  Brooks' 
Ford.  At  latter  engagement  he  commanded  his  company  after  the 
wounding  of  Lieutenant  Burnham. 

I  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  regimental  commanders  have  been 
remiss  in  bringing  to  my  notice  officers  and  men  who  deserve  commen- 
dation for  distinguished  and  meritorious  services;  only  one  regiment, 
the  Sixth  Maine,  having  submitted  a  special  report  of  persons,  as 
required  by  regulations.  For  this  reason  the  number  mentioned  from 
this  regiment  is  larger  than  from  any  other. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

IIIRA^r  BUliNllAM, 
Colonel,  (Jommanding  Light  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Sbdgwicjc, 

Commanding  Sixth  Corps. 

[25.]  

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Harris,  Sixth  Mniiie  Infantry. 

Hkadquarteks  Sixth  Maine  Volunteeks, 

Canqj  near    White  Oak  Church,  Ya.,  May  9,  1863. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  which  this  regiment  took  in  the  recent  battles  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  operations  connected  therewith: 

The  regiment  left  its  former  camp  near  Belle  Plain  on  the  2Sth  day 
of  Ajjril  ultimo,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  marched  toward  the  point  on  the  river 
where  General  Franklin  crossed  his  command  last  December.  Having 
arrived  near  that  ])oint  at  5  p.  m.  the  Light  Division  was  halted  a  little 
back  from  the  river,  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy.  The  regiment  was 
drawn  uj)  in  the  skirt  of  a  pine  forest  and  allowed  to  rest  until  it 
became  so  dark  that  the  operations  for  which  tlie  regiment  was  detailed 
could  be  carried  on  without  fear  of  discovery  by  the  enemy.  Tlie  com- 
mand was  then  marched  into  the  open  field,  where  tlie  pontoon  train  was 
drawn  up, aboutonemileand  acjuarterfrom  the pointof  crossing.  From 
this  place  the  bateaux  were  to  be  carried  to  the  river  by  the  Light  Divis- 
ion and  launched  into  the  water  preparatory  to  throwing  a  force  upon 
the  right  bank  of  the  river.  For  this  purpose  the  regiment  was  divided 
into  ])arties  of  seventy  men  each.  At  10  o'clock  the  bateaux  were 
taken  from  the  wagons  and  carried  by  the  men  toward  the  river.    The 
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distance  was  quite  long  and  the  road  slippery,  owing  to  the  heavy  rain 
which  had  fallen  during  the  day;  nevertheless  the  men  worked  with  a 
will,  and  some  hours  before  daylight  the  boats  were  all  in  position  at 
the  water's  edge.  So  silently  were  these  operations  conducted  that  I 
iudge  the  enemy  had  no  idea  of  our  presence,  although  his  pickets  were 
posted  on  the  opposite  bank  only  a  few  rods  from  us.  Just  before  day- 
light the  boats  were  launched  and  filled  with  men  by  General  Brooks. 
This  regiment  was  then  drawn  back  a  little,  and  with  the  first  gleam 
of  light  the  line  of  boats  swept  across  the  river,  and  after  a  sharp, 
skirmish  General  Brooks  occupied  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  My 
command  lay  in  line  of  battle  on  the  bank  of  the  river  until  8  a.  m. 
of  the  29th,  when  I  was  ordered  to  march  it  to  the  right  of  the  bridges 
which  had  been  laid  and  station  it  to  guard  the  mouth  of  Deep  Eun. 
After  remaining  here  until  10  a.  m.  I  was  relieved,  and  the  command 
was  withdrawn  to  the  heights,  a  little  distance  back  from  the  river. 
We  remained  there  until  the  afternoon  of  May  1,  but  little  being  done 
in  front  of  us  meanwhile.  Just  at  twilight  of  this  day  the  command 
was  marched  across  the  river  and  took  i)osition  in  the  first  line  of  bat- 
tle, the  Light  Division  doing  picket  duty  for  the  whole  force,  which 
had  crossed  the  river  at  this  point.  My  whole  command  was  virtually 
on  i)icket,  and  as  extreme  vigilance  was  used,  the  men  rested  but  little. 
The  night  wore  away  quietly,  as  did  the  next  day  (May  2),  until  about 
noon,  when  a  company  of  the  enemy's  shariishooters  crept  up  Deep 
Eun  and  commenced  a  sharp  attack  u])on  my  pickets.  They  were 
repulsed  and  lost  several  men  in  wounded  and  prisoners.  At  5  in  the 
evening  an  advance  of  our  entire  line  was  ordered  and  we  swept  for- 
ward, driving  the  enemy  everywhere  before  us,  and  forcing  him  to  retire 
to  the  base  of  the  line  of  hills  which  lie  had  so  strongly  fortified.  Here 
a  halt  was  ordered,  and  at  8  o'clock  another  regiment  took  our  place 
in  the  first  line,  and  my  command  was  drawn  back  near  the  end  of  the 
bridge,  where  the  men  were  permitted  to  rest  until  lip.  m.  At  this 
hour  the  regiment  was  again  put  in  motion  and  marched  with  the  rest 
of  tjie  Light  Division  through  Deey)  Eun  and  advanced  toward 
Fredericksburg. 

The  column  moved  very  slowly  and  the  entire  night  was  consumed 
in  this  movement,  so  that  we  did  not  enter  the  streets  of  the  town 
until  about  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  May  3,  After  a  halt,  we 
marched  out  and  took  position  directly  in  front  of  the  fortifications  on 
the  heights  of  Saint  Marye,  probably  tlie  strongest  portion  of  the 
enemy's  works-.  Here  our  lines  were  formed  witli  a  view  to  charging 
the  enemy  and  taking  his  formidable  foi'tifications  by  storm.  This 
regiment  formed  the  right  of  our  lines.  The  right  flank  rested  near 
the  i)lauk  road  where  it  winds  down  the  hill  and  crosses  the  canal;  the 
left  rested  near  a  small  redoubt,  from  which^  the  enemy  had  been 
driven  in  the  early  part  of  the  day.  On  my  immediate  left  was  the 
Thirty-first  New  York,  while,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  in  front  of  both 
regiments  was  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin.  Dispositions  were  at 
once  made  for  an  attack.  The  men  were  informed  what  was  to  be  done, 
and  instructed  to  press  on  at  double-quick  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  over 
the  meshes  of  rifle-pits  and  stone  walls  which  intervened.  Above  all, 
they  were  instructed  to  rely  upon  the  bayonet  and  not  to  fire  a  shot 
until  the  fortifications  were  carried.  At  11  o'clock  an  attacking  col- 
umn, consisting  of  tlie  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  and  Forty-third  New 
York,  marching  by  the  flank,  moved  across  the  bridge  on  my  imme- 
diate right  and  advanced  uj)  the  plank  road  to  attack  the  enemy. 
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This  was  the  signal  for  a  general  attack,  a)id  as  tbey  became  warmly 
engaged  with  the  eueuiy  my  command  was  ordered  forward.  The 
instant  that  the  advance  commenced  all  of  the  enemy's  works  in  front 
of  us,  stone  walls,  rifle-pits,  and  redoubts,  vomited  forth  a  tremendous 
tire  of  musketry,  which  did  fearful  e.xecutiou  in  our  ranks.  Silent, 
cool,  and  determined,  with  ranks  well  closed,  my  men  rushed  steadily 
on,  and  routing  the  enemy  from  behind  the  stone  wall,  at  the  iioiut  of 
the  bayonet,  pressed  on  for  the  ritie-i)it  without  a  halt  aud  without 
firing  a  shot.  Hotter  aud  hotter  M'axed  the  tire  of  the  enemy.  Besides 
tlie  terrific  musketry,  canister  was  poured  into  my  ranks  from  the  guus 
at  the  top  of  the  hill,  while  my  right,  which  was  left  entirely  unpro- 
tected by  the  breaking  of  the  Sixty-tirst,  was  subjected  to  a  flank  fire, 
before  which  it  seemed  that  every  man  must  go  down.  As  we  neared 
the  rifle-pit  the  tire  of  the  enemy  reached  its  greatest  fury  aud  did  the 
most  fearful  execution.  It  was  here  that  those  gallant  otti(;ers — Cap- 
tains Young,  Ballinger,  and  Gray — fell,  fighting  like  brave  and  true 
men,  as  they  were.  Scores  of  the  men  fell,  too,  but  nothing  could 
check  our  line,  which  swept  steadily  ou  up  the  hill.  The  rifle-pit  was 
reached,  and  then  for  the  first  time  a  shout  of  victory  went  up,  and  in 
the  fierce  hand-to  band  fight  which  ensued  many  of  the  enemy  were 
slain,  while  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  were  killed  by  the  bayonet 
alone.  One  man  in  Company  K,  Private  George  Brown,  bayoneted 
two  of  the  enemy  in  succession,  and  then,  as  the  resistance  was  obsti- 
nate, he  brained  a  third  with  the  butt  of  his  miasket.  At  this  point 
the  tight  was  waged  only  for  a  moment.  The  enemy's  line  gave  way 
in  wild  confusion  and  dismay  aud  fled  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  followed 
so  closely  by  our  men  that  they  were  never  rallied,  but  either  surren- 
dered in  the-fort  or  continued  their  flight  down  the  plank  road.  Our 
men  rushed  ou,  scaled  the  earth  work  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  capturing 
many  prisoners  and  a  battery  of  seven  guns  from  the  celebrated  Wash- 
ington Artillery.  In  five  minutes  from  the  time  which  we  started  on 
the  charge  our  colors  waved  over  the  enemy's  strongest  work,  and  the 
day  was  ours.  My  loss  in  this  charge  was  128  officers  and  men  killed  aud 
woululed — a  fearful  rate  of  mortality,  when  the  short  time  which  we  were 
under  fire  is  considered.  Major  Haycock,  one  of  the  most  valued  and  gal- 
lant officers  in  the  regiment,  fell  among  the  first,  cheering  ou  the  men 
by  his  example  and  words.  I  cannot  deplore  his  loss  too  deeply. 
After  a  halt  of  a  few  moments  in  the  formidable  works,  which  our  wild 
charge  had  so  successfully  carried,  the  regiment  was  pushed  ou  down 
the  plank  road  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  euemy,  who  had  fled  toward 
Chancellorsville.  Signs  of  panic  and  rout  were  everywhere  visible,  aud 
many  ])risoners  were  captured  by  our  pursuing  forces. 

Brooks'  division  having  taken  the  front,  the  regiment  was  marched 
very  slowlj'  with  the  remainder  of  the  Light  Division,  and  was  not 
again  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  the  day.  Just  .at  dark  I  marched 
my  regiment  to  the  front,  in  obedience  to  orders,  aud  supported  our 
artillery.  Here  the  night  was  passed,  and  as  the  men  had  left  their 
knapsacks  at  the  foot  of  the  heights  of  Saint  Marye  before  the  charge, 
they  were  without  blankets  and  rested  but  little.  May  4  the  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  continued.  My  regiment,  with  the  whole  Light 
I^ivision,  was  changing  position  almost  constantly,  occupying  different 
portions  of  our  lines,  which  were  threatened  strongly  by  the  enemy, 
but  at  no  time  becoming  engaged.  At  night  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Sixth  Corps  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  having  been  determined  upon, 
this  regiment,  together  with  the  Forty-third  New  York  and  two  com- 
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pauies  of  the  Thirty-first  New  York,  were  posted  to  hold  the  extreme 
right  of  our  lines,  which  rested  ou  the  ri^-er  at  Brooks'  Ford.  The 
position  was  a  critical  one,  as  wo  Avere  detached  from  the  remainder  of 
the  corps  by  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles,  and  it  was  oiily  necessary 
for  the  enemy  to  break  through  a  picket-line  and  place  himself  between 
my  command  and  Banks'  Ford,  in  order  to  coin])letely  cut  us  off  and 
render  our  capture  almost  certain.  This  he  did  a  little  before  midnight, 
and  at  once  advanced  to  attack  my  connnand,  which  was  strongly 
posted  in  a  skirt  of  pine  forest.  The  pickets  in  front  of  jiiy  command 
from  the  Thirty -first  and  Forty-third  Ke^\'  York  Ecgimcnts  all  surren- 
dered or  fell  back  without  firing  a  gun.  I  Avas  warned  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  only  by  the  tread  of  his  troops  and  his  huriied  orders, 
which  were  given  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice.  Having  obtained  precise 
information  of  my  position  from  the  captured  pickets,  he  advanced  to 
attack  me  in  heavy  force.  For  nearly  half  an  hour  the  fight  raged 
furiously,  but  my  regiment,  though  unsupported  and  with  both  flanks 
entirely  unprotected,  met  the  attack  as  brave  men  should,  and  finally 
the  enemy  was  driven  back  in  confusion,  having  sustained  severe  losses. 
After  the  first  heat  of  the  conflict  1  sought  Colonel  15aker,  on  my  right, 
who  was  in  command  of  the  whole  force,  to  ascertain  what  his  instruc- 
tions were  at  this  critical  juncture  of  affairs.  J)uring  my  absence  the 
services  of  Adjt.  Charles  A.  Clark  were  invaluable.  While  the  fight 
continued  he  rode  back  and  forth  along  the  line,  fearlessly  exposing  his 
person  and  encouraging  the  men  by  all  the  means  in  his  power.  His 
excellent  conduct  did  mucli  toward  insuring  the  success  of  which  I 
have  spoken.  The  enemy  at  once  rallied  his  forces  and  prejjared  to 
renew  the  attack  with  overwhelming  numbers.  Annihilation  and  cap- 
ture stared  the  regiment  in  the  face  unless  it  could  be  withdrawn  in 
pursuance  of  orders  previously  received.  This  was  successfully  accom- 
plished by  Adjutant  Clark,  who  led  the  regiment  through  almost 
impenetrable  underbrush  to  the  bank  of  the  river  and  then  over  a  pre- 
cipitous bluff  to  the  water's  edge,  riding  his  horse  down  this  blufl"  which 
it  seemed*  impossible  for  any  mounted  man  to  descend  alive.  Having 
arrived  at  the  water's  edge,  the  regiment  Avas  led  by  him  down  the 
river  to  Banks'  Ford,  and  there  rejoined  the  Light  ])ivision.  I  cannot 
praise  the  behavior  of  Adjutant  Clark  on  this  occasion  too  highly. 
His  gallantry  and  presence  of  mind  extricated  the  regiment  from  a 
most  perilous  position  after  it  had  repulsed  a  superior  force  of  the 
enemy  in  a  handsome  manner.  At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  May  5 
the  regiment  recrossed  the  river  at  Banks'  Ford,  encamping  for  a  few 
hours  at  that  place.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the  same  day  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Sedgwick  to  march  my  regiment  to  Richards'  Ford,  to  resist 
the  passage  of  the  enemy  at  that  point.  I  remained  at  Richards'  Ford 
until  May  7  without  being  attacked  by  the  enemy,  when  I  rejoined  the 
Light  Division  in  pursuance  of  orders.  I  submit  herewith  a  special 
report  of  the  officers  and  men  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
actions  above  mentioned.* 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Comniandinfi  Regiment. 

Capt.  A.  E.  King, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  TAght  Division. 

■  [25.]  '  


■  Not  found,  but  names  probably  embodied  in  IJiirnhaui's  report  of  May  13,  p.  183. 
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Beport  of  Col.  John  J'Jly,  Tirenty -third  Pennsylvania  Tiifantry. 

IlBCiKs.  Twenty-third  JIegt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Bivouac  near  Banlis'  Ford,  May  a,  ]803. 

Sir:  1  liave  the  lioiior,  iu  pursuance  of  instructions  fioni  lieadquar- 
ters,  to  make  tbe  following-  report  of  the  movements,  operations,  and 
casualties  of  this  conunaud  sint^e  jVjjril  128,  18(>3: 

On  Tuesday  evening,  -!8th  ultimo,  this  regiment  was  detailed  to  carry 
five  pontoon-boats  to  a  point  on  the  river  opposite  Deep  Itun.  This 
was  accomplished  quietly,  and  before  daylight  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the 
regiment  having  tlic  honor  of  lanncLing  the  first  boat.  On  the  29th 
and  30th  ultimo  and  1st  instant  we  lay  opposite  the  bridges,  moving 
several  times  from  the  upper  to  tbe  lower  one.  Ou  Saturday  evening 
the  legiment  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Deep  Euu  and  moved  to  the 
left  of  the  IJernaid  house,  where  we  remained  until  midnight,  whence 
with  the  brigade  we  n)oved  along  the  Bowling  Green  road  to  Fred- 
ericksburg, where  we  arrived  about  3.30  a.  m.  of  Sunday,  after  consider- 
able skirmishing  at  the  head  of  the  colunm.  We  there  relieved  the 
First  U.  S.  Chasseurs,  taking  the  head  of  the  column  on  the  right  of 
the  railroad  near  the  depot  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  fronting  the 
noted  stone  wall  rilie-pits.  Just  at  daybreak  we  received  orders  to  feel 
the  enemy  at  that  point.  I  immediately  ordered  the  right  wing,  com- 
posed of  Companies  A,  D,  G,  H,  and  F,  under  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Glenn, 
to  be  deployed  forward  as  skirmishers,  and  supporting  him  myself  with 
the  left  wing.  Companies  C,  E,  I,  K,  and  B,  my  skirmishers  advanced 
to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  stone  wall,  when  the  enemy  arose  from 
behind  it  and  delivered  a  very  heavy  lire  upon  us.  Not  being  sup- 
ported, and  knowing  the  impossibility  of  gaining  anything  by  being 
thus  exposed,  we  fell  back  to  our  position  in  the  ravine,  from  where 
we  started,  in  good  order.  We  experienced  but  a  slight  loss  in  this 
movement,  having  2  men  killed  and  0  wounded.  We  remained  in  this 
position  until  about  11  o'clock,  when  our  artillery  opened  with  much  vigor 
upon  the  enemy,  and  under  cover  of  this  cannonade  the  assaulting  party 
moved  forward,  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  and  Sixth  Maine  on  our  right  fiank. 
I  had  no  orders  to  move  forward,  but  I  took  the  responsibility  of  order- 
ing my  regiment  to  the  charge,  Avhen  I  heard  the  orders  given  to  the 
Fifth  Wisconsin  and  Sixth  Maine  to  storm  the  enemy's  works  on  my 
front.  We  charged  up  the  hill  under  a  most  furious  cross  fire,  and 
arrived  simultaneously  on  the  enemy's  works  M'ith  the  two  regiments 
before  mejitioned,  the  colors  of  the  Sixth  Maine  being  the  first  on  the 
stone  wall,  and  the  colors  of  my  regiment  being  the  first  unfurled  on  the 
heights,  immediately  behind  the  stone  wall.  Capt.  U.  Reese,  of  K  Com- 
])any,  captured  eighteen  prisoners,  including  one  commissioned  officer 
(LieutenantClements)of  theSixth*  Mississippi  Regiment.  Myregiment 
then  reformed  and  rapidly  pursued  the  enemy  on  the  left  of  the  plank 
road.  We  arrived  on  the  second  line  of  hills  and  reported  to  General 
Newton,  who  ordered  the  regiment  into  line  on  the  left  side  of  the  road, 
and  remained  there  for  an  hour.  Then,  by  your  orders,  Me  rejoined  our 
brigade.  About  4  j).  m.  we  were  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  battery,  which  was  in  danger.  In  this  position  we  remained 
all  night. 

At  daylight  on  Monday  we  were  placed  on  ]»icket  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Eustis,  who  had  charge  of  the  picket-lines,  where 
we  remained  until  0.30  p.  m.     Then  by  your  orders  we  prepared  to  fall 

*  Mistake  .as  to  number  of  regiment.  The  Sixth  Mississippi  was  not  in  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia. 
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back.  This  we  had  scarcely  commeuced  when  Colonel  Eastis  ordered 
me  to  resume  my  position,  which  was  done.  Orders  were  then  received 
from  Major-General  Newton  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  good  order 
and  without  loss.  We  then  moved  to  the  rear  toward  Banks'  Fovd, 
about  one  mile  and  a  half,  when  we  were  directed  by  you  to  support  a 
battery  under  Major  Duncan  [Doull"?]  and  to  be  relieved  by  his  orders. 
This  being  accomplished  we  again  fell  back  and  rejoined  onr  brigade, 
and  arrived  on  the  hills  near  Banks'  Ford  about  10.30  p.  m.  Detailed  one 
company  under  Captain  Marchant  on  provost  duty  at  the  lower  bridge. 
After  crossing,  my  regiment  and  the  One  liuudred  and  twenty-second 
New  York  Volunteers  were  ordered  by  General  Newton  to  report  to 
General  Tyler  to  support  Battery  M,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  which  was 
on  the  extreme  right  of  our  crossing  position.  We  remained  there 
under  a  very  annoying  fire  from  a  rebel  battery  (though  a  harmless 
one)  until  all  the  troops  and  artillery  had  reorossed  and  the  bridges 
taken  up,  when  we  rejoined  our  brigade  and  encamped  with  it  on  tlie 
Falmouth  road.  From  crossing  the  river  at  Deep  Eun,  below  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  its  recrossing  at  Banks'  Ford  T  have  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing casualties,  viz:  Four  killed,  18  wounded,  and  40  missing;  total, 
62.  I  cannot  close  my  report  without  acknowledging  my  obligations 
to  the  field,  staff,  and  line  officers,  and  to  every  man  in  this  regiment  for 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  with  which  every  order  was  executed 
by  them. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  ELY, 
Colonel  Twenty -third  licgimeut  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Gonidg. 

Capt.  W.  P.  KooME, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[25.J  

Report  of  Col.  James  B.  Walton,  Louisiana  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery. 

First  Army  Corps. 

Hdqes.  Artillery  Corps,  First  Army  Corps, 

May  11, 1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Pendleton  given  to 
Captain  Esldeman  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  April,  in  the  absence 
of  myself  at  Eichmond  on  duty,  ten  guns  of  the  Biittalion  Washington 
Artillery  left  the  camp  at  Chesterfield  Station  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th;  reached  the  front  near  Fredericksburg  on  the  afternoon  of  May  1. 
Unavoidably  delayed  in  Eichmond  endeavoring  to  procure  horses  essen- 
tial to  move  the  guns  to  the  front,  a  detail  for  whicli  purpose  was  wait- 
ing in  Richmond,  I  reached  the  command  near  Fredericksburg  a  short 
time  after  its  arrival  there.  Shortly  after  they  liad  been  placed  in  park 
behind  the  hill  near  Alsop's  house  an  order  was  received  from  General 
Pendleton  directing  four  Parrotts  or  Napoleons  to  be  sent  forthwith  to 
Hamilton's  Crossing  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Andrews,  com- 
manding the  artillery  battalion,  Early's  division,  Second  Corps.  Cap- 
tain Eichardson,  with  one  section  of  Second  Company  and  one  section 
of  Fourth  Company,  four  Napoleons,  Avas  immediately  detached  and 
reported  as  ordered  at  about  11  o'clock  that  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  May,  heavy  firing  being  heard  on  the  left 
in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville,  the  remaining  guns  were  held  in 
constant  readiness  to  move.  At  !).10  a.  m.  I  received  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Pendleton  to  send  all  the  guns  to  the  front.    The  remaining  six 
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jjuns  were  moved  up  tlie  Telegrapli  road  and  subsequently  placed  by 
General  Pendleton's  order  in  position  in  tlie  redoubt  about  1,000  yards 
to  the  lelt  of  tLe  plank  road.  Here  tiiey  remained  until  evening,  wlieu 
General  Pendleton  ordered  tbe  guns  to  be  withdrawn  to  the  Telegraph 
road.  Before,  however,  they  reached  that  road,  about  sunset,  a  staff 
officer  of  General  Pendleton  came  to  me  upon  Marye's  Hill  with  orders 
to  send  all  the  guns,  including  a  section  of  Parrotts  of  Parker's  battery, 
then  in  position  on  that  hill,  to  the  rear  toward  Ohesterfleld  Station. 
The  order  was  immediately  communicnted  to  Gaptaiu  Eshlemau  and  to 
the  lieutenant  commanding  the  section  of  Parrott  guns,  who  at  once 
began  the  march  as  directed.  After  marching  about  two  miles  I  was 
met  by  P>rigadier-General  Barksdale  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  going 
rapidly  to  the  front,  who  inipiired  by  whose  orders  the  artillery  was 
being  removed,  stating  thnt  General  Early  was  in  command  and  that 
he  was  on  the  march  with  his  division  coming  to  re-enforce  the  center. 
My  column  was  ordered  to  be  reversed  at  once  and  the  artillery  was 
bivouacked  on  the  Telegraj)!!  road  overlooking  Fredericksburg. 

At  -.30  a.m.  3d  of  May  General  Barksdale  sent  an  aide  to  me  to  say 
that  he  considered  it  necessary  that  guns  should  be  placed  upon  Marye's 
Hill  to  command  the  plank  road  and  the  causeway.  Aware  of  the 
meager  and  insufficient  infantry  force  in  front  of  the  works,  and  the 
absence  of  any  troops  in  support  in  the  rear  of  them,  I  saw  General 
Barksdale  in  person  and  i)rotested  against  their  being  placed  there 
until  thejr  could  be  better  ])rotected,  to  avoid  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  should  he  charge  the  position.  General  Barksdale 
urged  comi)liance  with  his  order,  and  Ca,])tain  Miller  was  sent  with  two 
Napoleon  guns  to  the  position  indicated;  one  was  placed  in  the  work 
immediately  to  the  left  of  the  ])lunk  road  and  the  other  on  the  right  of 
the  road  and  to  the  left  of  the  Mai  ye  house.  About  sunrise,  3d,of 
May,  by  General  Pendleton's  order,  one  Napoleon  and  one  3-inch  ritle, 
under  Cap,tain  Squires,  were  sent  to  Marye's  Hill  and  placed  in  position 
in  front  of  the  graveyard  to  the  right  of  Marye's  house.  The  section 
of  Parrotts  of  Parker's  battery  h.ad  also  been  ordered  to  and  replaced 
in  i)ositiou  in  the  works  on  the  extreme  right  of  Marye's  Hill.  At  8 
a.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  demonstration  above  the  town  and  opposite  to 
Falmouth.  By  General  Pendleton's  order  the  twoiemaining  guns  of 
the  "VN'ashington  Artillery  (two  12-pounder  howitzers),  under  Lieutenant 
Norcom,  Avere  sent  to  the  left  and  i)hiced  in  position  in  two  small  and 
incomplete  works  on  the  brow  of  tlie  hill  300  yards  in  front  of  the  main 
line  of  redoubts  and  about  SOO  yards  to  tlje  lelt  of  the  plank  road. 
One  of  the  Napoleons,  under  Captain  Miller,  in  position  commanding 
the  plank  road  and  causeway,  was  ordeied  by  General  Barksdale  to  be 
removed  to  the  left  of  the  Avorks  occupied  by  the  howitzers  under 
Norcom,  leaving  only  one  gun  to  command  those  ajiproaches. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  enemy's  batteries  on  tlie  edge  of  the  town  opened 
a  vigorous  fire  of  shell  upon  Marye's  Hill.  Inimediateiy  his  columns 
appeared  formed  for  the  assault,  and,  notwithstanding  the  three  guns 
(Squires' two  aiul  Miller's  one)  opened  ujjon  him  with  vigor  and  pre- 
cision, he  advanced  steadily  over  the  i>lain  and  in  column  u])the  plank 
road.  The  road  running  behind  the  stone  wall  in  front  of  ]\Iarye's  Hill 
being  gained,  the  small  force  in  the  trenches  gave  way  before  the  heavy 
columns  which  yu-essed  ui)on  them,  leaving  the  guns  ujKm  the  hill  with- 
out support.  The  enemy,  hugging  the  slope  of  the  hill,  chmbed  to  the 
crest  and  flanked  and  captured  the  guns  there  in  position  almost  before 
it  was  ascertained  the  itifantry  had  been  driven  back.  Other  columns 
advanced  and  Hanked  Norcom's  position  on  the  left,  where  the  howitzers 
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had  be«n  placed.  He  had  been  firing  upon  them  on  the  plank  road, 
and  was  only  aware  of  their  close  proximity  when  he  discovered  them 
in  the  adjoining  work  and  upon  his  flank.  Giving  the  order  to  limber 
to  the  rear,  he  made  the  attempt  under  a  fire  of  musketry  to  carry  off 
his  guns,  but  his  horses  were  shot  down,  and  he  was  thus  compelled  to 
abandon  them.  As  soon  as  Marye's  Hill  was  seen  on  tlie  right  to  be 
occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force  General  Barksdale  formed  a  regiment 
in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  the  crest  of  the  Telegraph  road.  Eichard- 
sou,  with  the  four  Napoleons  sent  the  day  before  to  Ramilton's  Crossing, 
had  just  returned  to  report  to  me.  His  four  guns  were  immediately 
ordered  to  the  front  and  ])laced  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  Napo- 
leons, llichardson  continued  tiring  upon  Marye's  Hill  until  a  col- 
umn of  the  enemy  that  had  appeared  within  about  forty  yards  of  his 
guns  poured  into  him  a  volley,  when  he  was  ordered  to  save  his  guns 
and  men,  which  I  then  considered  of  doubtful  accomplishment.  He 
succeeded  in  withdrawing  all  his  guns  and  carriages  but  one  Napoleon 
gun,  which  had  to  be  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  horses 
rendering  it  impracticable  to  remove  it.  iMoving  M'ith  tlie  remaining 
guns  to  the  rear,  General  Pendleton  ordered  me  to  place  them  in  bat- 
tery at  the  first  proper  and  commanding  position.  I  selected  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Telegraph  and  military  roads,  and  there  on  the  left  of  the 
Telegraph  road  I  placed  the  three  remaining  guns  of  llichardson  in 
battery,  and  on  the  right  of  the  road  two  howitzers  of  Colonel  Cutts' 
battalion,  which  were  afterward  withdrawn.  Here  Lieutenant  Hero, 
Avith  the  Napoleon  gun  of  the  Washington  Artillery  saved  from  the 
extreme  left  position  in  front,  joined  the  command  and  was  also  placed 
in  battery.  General  Early  subsequently  formed  his  line  of  battle  at 
this  point.  Toward  dark  in  the  evening  forges,  battery  wagons,  and 
forage  of  the  enemy  were  discovered  coming  down  the  road  toward  our 
position.  Orders  were  given  to  fire  upon  them.  Captain  liichardson, 
being  ready,  fired  the  first  gun,  followed  by  the  guns  of  Andrews'  bat- 
talion, which  had  been  placed  oji  the  right  of  this  road.  The  wagons 
beat^  hasty  retreat  and  were  found  upon  the  road  in  the  morning.  At 
dark  the  four  guns  were  sent  a  mile  to  the  rear,  where  the  command 
bivouacked. 

Fully  alive  to  the  disaster  and  sincerely  deploring  the  loss  of  the 
guns  by  the  Washington  Artillery  and  the  section  of  Parker's  battery, 
aft'ording,  as  it  will,  the  only  cause  for  congratulation  and  boast  the 
enemy' can  have  after  this  our  last,  most  brilliant  victory,  I  cannot 
close  this  report  without  asserting  that  upon  no  previous  occasion 
during  this  war  have  the  officers  and  men  exhibited  more  courage  and 
devotion  to  the  sacred  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  Tlie  guns 
were  fouglit  until  the  enemy's  colors  were  planted  upon  the  works  in 
which  they  were.  To  have  fought  them  longer  would  have  been  mad- 
ness and  resulted  in  wanton  sacrifice  of  life.  The  loss  of  the  Wash- 
ington Artillery  is  as  follows:  Killed — nou-commissioned  officers,  3; 
])rivates,  1;  total,  4,  Wounded — commissioned  officers,  Lieutenant 
Deliussy,  1;  non-commissioned  officers,  3;  privates,  4;  total,  8.  Miss- 
ing— commissioned  officers,  Capt.  C.  W.  Squires,  First  Lieut.  E.  Owen, 
First  Lieut.  J.  M.  Galbraith,  3;  non-commissioned  oflicers,  4;  i>rivates, 
26;  total,  33.  Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  45.  The  loss  in 
guns,  carriages,  and  horses,  as  follows:  Fiist  Company,  1  U.  S.  3-inch 
rifle  and  limber,  1  Napoleon  and  limber;  Second  Company,  1  12-pounder 
howitzer  and  limber;  Third  Company,  1  Napoleon  and  1  caisson; 
Fourth  Company,  1  Napoleon  gun,  1  Iw'-pounder  howitzer  and  limber; 
total,  C  guns,  4  limbers,  and  1  caisson.    Horses  killed  and  lost  in 
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action,  First  Company,  16;  Second  Company,  8;  Third  Company,  4; 
Fourth  Company,  1 ;  total,  29,  In  the  absence  of  reports  from  other 
batteries  or  battalion  commanders,  -which  I  presume  will  be  forwarded 
directly  to  the  division  commanders,  I  am  unable  to  embrace  in  this 
report  any  more  than  it  contains — the  operations  transpiring  under  my 
immediate  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  First  Army  Corps. 
Capt.  ]).  D.  Pendleton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[25.] 


Report  of  TAeut.  G.  11.  C.  Brown,  First  Company,  Battalion  T]^ashington 

[Louisinna)  Artillery. 

Camp  Stanard's  Farm,  May  10,  1863. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  given  to  Capt.  C.  W.  Squires  on 
the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  two  guns  of  the  First  Company,  Battalion 
Washington  Artillery,  one  Napoleon  and  one  3-inch  rifle  gun,  were 
placed  into  position  by  him  on  Marye's  Heights  at  7.30  a.  m.,  with  the 
caissons  some  300  yards  in  the  rear,  protected  by  a  ravine.  By  the 
capture  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  company  the  report  of  the  engage- 
ment devolves  upon  me,  but  as  I  was  in  rear  in  charge  of  the  caissons 
and  did  not  witness  the  engagement  I  am  unable  to  report  upon  it. 
About  10.30  a.  m.  I  was  informed  by  the  company  quartermaster- 
sergeant,  J.  G.  Timmons,  that  the  heights  had  been  taken  and  the  enemy 
were  advancing,  whereupon  I  moved  my  caissons  with  all  dispatch  from 
thefield  down  the  plank  road  and  reported  with  them  at  camp  near  Ches- 
terfield Station.  During  the  engagement  the  valuable  services  of  Sergt. 
William  H.  West  and  Corpl,  T.  J.  Lutman  were  lost,  both  having  been 
killed  while  at  their  posts.  Braver  and  more  chivalrous  men  never 
fought.  Private  J.  E.  Florence  received  a  mortal  wound  and  died 
from  its  effects  on  the  Gth  instant.  I  have  to  report  by  the  taking  of 
Marye's  Heights  the  loss  of  the  First  Company,  Battalion  Washington 
Artillery:  1  Napoleon  gun  and  limber,  complete;  1  3-inch  rifle  gun  and 
limber,  complete;  16  horses;  4  sets  lead  and  2  sets  wheel  harness.* 
Yery  respectfully, 

C.  H.  C.  BROWN, 

Second  Lieut.,  Comdg.  First  Company,  Battln.  Washington  Artillery. 

[Capt.  B.  F.  BSHLEMAN.J 

[25.1 


Report  of  Capt.  John  B.  Richardson,  Second  Company,  Battalion  Wash- 
ington [Louisiana)  Artillery. 

Camp  Battalion  Washington  Artillery, 

Near  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  the  following  report: 
On  Friday,  the  1st  of  May,  soon  after  arriving  in  bivouac  near  Fred- 
ericksburg, I  was  ordered  with  a  section  of  my  battery,  two  Napoleon 

"Nominal  list  of  casualties  (here  omitted)  shows  3  men  killed  and  3  officers  and 
24  men  missiug. 
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guns,  uuder  Lieut.  John  D.  Britton,  and  a  section  of  the  Fourth  Com- 
pany, two  Napoleon  guns,  under  Lieut.  H.  A.  Battles,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Andrews,  General  Early's  division,  at  Hamilton's  Crossing,  which  I  did 
about  11  o'clock  the  same  night.  Next  day  all  of  General  Early's  divis- 
ion except  General  Hays'  brigade  was  moved  and  my  battery  was 
attached  to  his  brigade.  I  remained  in  position  near  Hamilton's  Cross- 
ing until  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May,  when  I  found  the  enemy  making 
an  attack  in  front  of  Fredericksburg.  Finding  my  guns  would  not  be 
wanted  where  they  were,  I  requested  General  Early  to  allow  mo  to  move 
my  battery  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  which  I  did  by  the  Tele- 
graph road.  When  I  arrived  I  found  the  eneniy  had  taken  Marye's 
Heights  and  everything  was  falling  back  in  confusion.  I  was  ordered 
forward  by  Colonel  Walton  and  took  position  in  and  to  the  right  of  the 
Telegraph  road,  commanding  Marye's  Heights,  and  immediately  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy,  who  by  that  time  had  occupied  the  heights  in  con- 
siderable force.  I  fired  from  this  position  fifty-one  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, when  I  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  having  no  support,  and  the 
enemy  coming  up  under  cover  of  the  hill  so  close  as  to  force  me  to  leave 
one  of  Lieutenant  Battles'  Napolpou  guns.  His  wheel  driver  having 
been  wounded  and  one  of  his  horses  killed,  made  it  impossible  to  move 
the  gun  in  time.  We  then  fell  back  one  mile  on  the  Telegraph  road, 
where  a  new  line  of  battle  was  formed.  A  battery  of  the  enemy  made 
its  appearance,  on  which  we  opened  fire  and  drove  away.  I  remained 
in  this  position  until  relieved  late  in  the  evening.  I  have  to  report 
Privates  P.  Von  Coin  and  B.  T.  Kirk,  of  the  Second  (Company,  wounded, 
and  Corpl.  J.  B.  Valentine  and  Privates  Carey  and  Anderson,  of  the 
Fourth  Company,  wounded.  The  officers  and  men  were  cool,  worked 
the  guns  well,  and  acquitted  themselves,  as  they  always  do,  with  credit. 
Privates  Freret,  Payne,  Humphreys,  and  Meux  being  under  arrest,  were 
allowed  to  volunteer  and  assist  in  working  the  guns,  which  they  did  to 
my  entire  satisfaction. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  PJCHARDSON, 
Capt.,  Comdg.  Second  Company,  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Capt.  B.  F.  ESHLEMAN, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 
[25.]  

Report  of  Capt.  Merritt  B.  Miller,  Third  Company,  Battalion   Wash- 
ington (Louisiana)  Artillery. 

Headqttakteks  Battalion  Washington  Artillery, 

Near  I'o  River,  May  10,  ISO'S. 

Captain:  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May,  about  2.30  o'clock,  I 
received  orders  from  you  to  move  my  company,  composed  of  two 
l-!-l>ounder  Napoleons,  from  Lee's  Hill  down  to  Fredericksburg,  and  on 
arriving  there  I  placed  one  of  the  guns  in  position  on  theleft  of  theplank 
road  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hero.  The  other  gun  was  placed  to 
the  right  of  the  plank  road  under  command  of  Lieutenant  McBIroy.  I 
remained  with  this  gun,  and  nothing  occurred  Avorthy  of  notice  until 
about  10.30  a.  m.,  when  the  enemy  commenced  moving  heavy  columns 
of  infantry  out  of  the  city,  down  the  plank  road,  as  well  as  a  road  lead- 
ing from  the  city,  which  my  piece  commanded ;  also  on  the  open  j^lateau 
in  front  of  Marye's  Hill  and  to  the  right  of  my  position.    I  immediately 
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opened  fire  upon  them  -with  splierical  case  and  sncceeded  in  driving 
tlienibaclc.  They  reformed  and  again  advanced  and  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing tlie  cover  of  the  hill.  I  continued  firing  at  their  bodies  of  infan- 
try, but  on  looking  toward  Marye's  Hill  on  my  right  I  saw  our  forces 
retreating,  and  that  the  enemy  had  gained  the  heiglits  and  were 
advancing  toward  nie,  being  then  only  about  150  yards  to  the  right  and 
roar  of  my  jmsition.  I  immediately  ceased  firing  and  ordered  the  ])iece 
to  be  limbered  up,  but  ])erceiving  that  the  enemy  were  gaining  on  me 
and  that  tliere  was  no  possibility  of  saving  the  piece,  1  ordered  the 
limber  and  caisson  to  retire  from  the  field,  which  they  succeeded  in 
doing.  Three  of  my  men  are  missing  and  are  supposed  to  have  been 
taken  iirisouers,  viz:  Sergt.  J.  T.  Handy,  Privates  B.  E.  Dick  and  W. 
1*.  Noble.  I  expended  about  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition.  I  here- 
with submit  thereportof  Lieutenant  Hero,*  by  which  you  will  perceive 
that  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  compelled  to  abandon  his  caisson 
and  that  he  had  three  men  wounded 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

M.  B.  MILLER, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Third  Company^  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Capt.  B.  V.  ESHLEMAN, 

Commanding,  itc. 

[25.1 


Report  of  Limit.  Andrew  Hero,  jr.,  Third  Company,  Battalion   Wash 

ingion   (JjOirif/iand)  Artillery. 

Camp  Battalion  WAsiiiNii^TON  Aktillery, 

Near  Bo  L'iver,  May  10,  1863. 
Captain:  About  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  .3d  instant  I  was 
placed  by  you  in  command  (»f  a  lli-pounder  Napoleon  in  position  on  the 
left  of  the  plank  road,  with  orders  not  to  respond  to  any  artillery  lire, 
Ibut  to  operate  against  infantry.  I  remained  in  this  jiosition  until  about 
9  a.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  by  Captnin  Eshleman  to  move  toward  tlie 
Stant^bury  house,  opposite  Falmouth,  and  occupy  one  of  tlie  fortifica- 
tions iidjoining  the  house.  I  succeeded  in  gaining  the  position  under 
a  severe  tire  without  any  injury.  Nothing  occurred  here  worthy  of 
notice  until  nearly  11  a.  m.,  when  I  discovered  that  our  forces  ou  my 
right  toward  Marye's  Hill  were  retreating,  and  that  the  enemy  had 
gained  possession  of  the  works  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road  and  within 
abont  500  yards  of  ray  position.  At  this  juncture  Captain  Eshleman 
arrived  at  the  work  and  ordered  me  to  limber  up  and  move  to  the  rear, 
which  1  did,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  our'  second  line  of  works,  but 
was  compelled  before  reaching  them  to  abandon  my  caisson  owing  to 
the  jaded  condition  of  my  horses.  Un  arriving  at  this  point  the  piece 
was  uiilind)ered  jireparatory  to  going  into  action,  but  my  cannoneers 
not  having  arrived  at  the  position,  and  having  no  infantry  support,  and 
the  enemy  then  advancing  ui>  the  plank  road,  I  was  ordered  by  Cap- 
tain Eshleman  to  rcjiair  to  the  Telegraph  road.  Ou  arriving  there  I 
^ecured  a  <"iissoii  of  the  Fourth  Company  and  moved  down  the  Tele- 
graph load.  Here  I  remained  until  about  5..30  p.  m.,  when  I  moved 
with  the  residue  of  the  battalion  to  camp  for  the  night  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  Hamilton's  Crossing  and  Telegraph  roads.  Before  leaving  I 
fired  two  rounds  of  spherical  case  at  some  wagons  and  pieces  of  the 
enemy  which  were  coming  up  the  Telegraph  road.     My  casualties  were 
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three  -wouiided,  Gorpl.  R.  P.  Many  severelj-,  and  left  on  the  field  near 
the  second  position  which  I  occupied  and  siipi)osed  to  have  been  taken 
prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  Privates  Otto  Frank  and  L.  A.  Aaani,  both 
slightly. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  IIEKO,  Jii., 
Lieutenant,  Third  Gompany^  Battalion  ^VanlmKjton  Artillery. 
Capt.  M.  B.  MiLLEB, 

Comdg.  Third  Covqyany,  Battalion  Wanhinyton  Artillery. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Joe  Norcom,  Fourth  Company,  Battalion  Washington 

{Louisiana)  Artillery. 

Camp  of  Wasuington  Artillkey, 

8tanard\s  Farm,  ]\fay  10,  ItlG.'J. 

Captain:  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  tlie  following- 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  section  under  my  command  in  the  late 
battle  of  Fredericksburg  on  the  moruing  od  of  May,  1803: 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  7  o'clock,  iu  obedience  to  your  order  I  moved 
the  section  of  howitzers  under  my  command,  comprising  one  of  Second 
Company,  under  Lieut.  G.  B.  De  IJussy,  and  one  of  Fourth  Company, 
under  Lieut.  G.  E.  Apps,  from  the  Telegrai)h  road  to  the  left  of  the 
plank  road  to  take  position  iu  the  small  and  incomplete  Avorks  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  300  yards  in  front  of  the  maiu  line  of  redoubts,  and 
about  800  yards  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road.  Upon  entering  the 
redoubts  I  immediately  opened  fire  upon  a  column  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  moving  to  our  left  on  tlie  plain  beneath,  soon  compelling  them 
to  scatter  and  seek  cover  under  a  stone  wall  running  along  the  canal. 
Their  infantry  now  being  under  cover  and  out  of  sight  I  oi)ened  upon 
a  battery  of  six  guns  moving  into  position  in  their  rear  and  on  a  line 
with  the  town  of  Falmouth,  distant  about  1,000  yards.  A  spirited  duel 
took  place  lasting  for  the  period  of  thirty  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
withdrew  badly  crippled.  During  this  unequal  contest  the  section  of 
howitzers  were  subjected  to  the  tire  of  two  other  batteries  of  six  guns 
each,  one  directly  in  front  000  yards  distant  and  the  other  behind  the 
graveyard  in  the  rear  of  the  town ;  also  three  heavy  guns  on  the  heights 
of  Falmouth.  After  silencing  this  battery  I  ceased  firing  to  save  my 
ammunition  in  case  the  enemy  should  attemjit  to  cross  the  canal.  At 
10.30  a.  m.,  finding  that  the  enemy  remained  quiet  on  my  front  and 
that  they  were  advancing  to  storm  Marye's  Hill,  1  immediately,  by  firing 
to  the  right,  began  shelling,  and  with  good  effectt,  their  columns  advanc- 
ing over  the  causeway  at  the  foot  of  the  plank  road.  While  thus 
engaged  I  saw  the  enemy's  flag  surrounded  by  men  planted  upou  the 
redoubt  on  my  right  and  about  100  yards  distaiit.  The  order  to  "lim- 
ber to  the  rear"  was  immediately  given  and  executed,  but  too  late  to 
escape.  Finding  it  impossible  to  save  the  guus,  the  men  were  ordered 
to  scatter  and  the  horses  to  be  cut  loose.  Tlie  gun  .of  the  Second  Com- 
l)any  being  in  the  advance  was  cai)tured  with  its  horses,  the  enemy 
crippling  two  of  them.  The  horses  of  tlie  gun  of  the  Fourth  Company 
were  brought  oft',  but  the  gun  lost.  Having  "no  support  whatever  of 
infantry,  we  were  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as  the 
hill  was  taken,  the  raising  of  the  flag  upon  the  redoubt  on  our  right 
being  the  first  intimation  of  their  proximity.  I  am  much  indebted  to 
Lieutenants  Apps  and  De  liussy,  the  former  deserving  much  praise  for 
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Lis  coolness  in  action  aud  liis  endeavors  to  save  the  guns;  to  the  latter 
also  I  am  much  indebted  for  his  services  during  the  time  he  was  on  the 
field,  but  being  struck  by  a  piece  of  shell  was  disabled  and  forced  to 
leave  the  field  early  in  the  action.  The  uon-coninnssioncd  officers  and 
privates  deserve  much  praise,  all  acting  alike  with  coolness  aud  bravery. 
The  gunners,  I  am  proud  to  say,  Avasted  no  ammunition.  My  loss  was: 
Lieutenant  De  Eussy  severely  and  Corpl.  L.  L.  Lewis,  of  Fourth  Com- 
pany, mortally  wounded,  G  horses,  and  U  guns.  The  section  fired  225 
rounds  of  spherical  case  and  shell.  Tlie  caissons  being  sent  to  the  rear 
to  refill  the  chests  thus  escaped  capture. 

Trusting  that  the  above  report  may  ]irove  satisfactory  and  suihcieutly 
explicit,  1  subscribe  myself,  yours,  verv  respectf'ullv, 

JOE  NOllCOM, 
Lieut.,  Gonulg.  Fourth  Company,  Battalion  Wanhiuytoii  Artillery. 

[Capt.  B.  F.  ESIILEMAN.j 

[25.] 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Weill,  U.  >S.  Army,  commanding  Lir/ht 
Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac* 

Hdqbs.  Light  Division,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Funksfoivn,  Md.,  July  13,  18G3. 

SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
received  from  Major-General  Meade,  commanding  the  Army  of  tlie 
Potomac,  to  follow  up  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  and  send  informa- 
tion of  his  movements,  the  following  was  the  result  of  my  operations : 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  July  I  marched  my  command,  consist- 
ing of  Colonel  Mcintosh's  brigade  of  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  mounted 
artillery  attached  thereto.  Captain  Martin's  regular  battery  rifled  pieces 
(lb  pounder  Parrott),  and  my  own.  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Sixth  Corps  Infantry,  through  the  gap  in  tlie  mountains  leading  from 
Fairfield  to  ^Yaynesbo^ough,  Pa.,  into  which  gap  J  had  driven  the  rear 
guard  of  the  enemy  the  night  before  with  my  brigade,  the  advance  of 
the  Sixth  Cori)s.  We  moved  rapidly  through  this  pass,  and  upon 
advancing  into  the  valley  beyond,  I  left  my  infantry  behind  and  pushed 
forward  at  a  trot  to  Waynesborough.  Found  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy  had  left  for  Hagerstown  about  three  hours  before.  1  pushed 
through  the  town,  took  the  Hagerstown  i^ike,  and  about  two  miles  out 
found  the  enemy  had  burned  the  bridge  over  the  Antietam  at  that 
point.  This  prevented  me  from  crossing  my  artillery.  I  pushed  my 
cavalry  forward  to  a  point  about  four  miles  from  Hagerstown  and 
found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  at  all  the  fords  and  bridges  on  the 
Antietam  and  covering  Ewell's  corps,  which  was  in  ]iosition  along  tlie 
north  of  Hagerstown.  I  sent  Colonel  Mcintosh,  with  his  brigade  of 
cavalry  and  four  pieces  artillery,  to  feel  the  enemy  and  draw  his  fire 
along  the  various  crossings  of  the  Antietam.  This  he  did  in  a  very 
gallant  and  professional  manner.  Upon  arriving  at  Zeigler's  Mills 
about  three  miles  from  Hagerstown,  he  found  the  enemy  strongly 
posted  with  the  three  arms.  He  allowed  the  enemy  to  fire  forty  or  fifty 
lounds  from  his  artillery,  then  i>laced  his  troops  in  position,  opened 
with  his  own  artillery,  dismounted  his   skirmishers,  and  drove  the 
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eiK^my  back  across  the  Antietam  in  gallant  style.  I  cannot  refrain 
lioiii  expressing  my  admiration  of  tbe  daring,  courage,  and  excellent 
Jndgnient  exliibited  by  Colonel  Mcintosh  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
he  was  under  my  command,  and  would  most  urgently  recommend  that 
he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier,  in  order  that  he  may  fill  a 
wider  sphere  of  usefulness  toward  the  accomplishment  of  the  good 
cause.  Tlie  day  after  my  command  arrived  at  Waynesborough  General 
W.  F.  Smith  arrived  with  his  command  of  three  brigades,  fifteen  regi- 
ments infantry,  of  militia  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and  two 
batteries  of  artillery.  From  his  arrival  I  was  governed  by  his  counsel, 
advice,  and  orders,  and  cooperated  with  him  in  daily  trying  to  bring 
the  militia  under  fire,  but  the  enemy  did  not  recross  the  Antietam  in 
this  direction.  Information  of  the  strength,  position,  and  attitude  of 
the  enemy  was  sent  daily  to  Major-General  Meade.  On  the  evening 
of  the  11th  we  had  marched  the  whole  command  to  Leitersburg,  about 
five  miles  from  Hagerstown,  where  I  was  placed  in  receipt  of  an  order 
to  rejoin  my  corps  (the  Sixth),  two  miles  from  Boonsborough.  On  the 
12th  I  marched  my  Light  Division  toward  Boonsborough,  found  the 
corps  had  moved,  marched  to  Funkstown,  crossed  the  Antietam,  rejoined 
my  corps  and  division,  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle  opposite  the 
enemy  about  5  o'clock  that  evening. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  NEILL, 
Brif/adier- General,  U.  8.  Vols.,  late  Comdg.  Light  Division. 

General  Seth  Williams, 

Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[27.J  

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  T.  Ecl-ert,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army, 
Assistant  Huperintendent  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph,  of  operations  July  I, 
1863,  to  June  30,  1804. 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph.  War  Department, 

Washington,  December  8,  1864. 

General:  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  Quartermaster- 
General's  Office,  No.  29,  dated  July  G,  18(54,  I  have  the  honor  herewith 
to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1864: 

General  Orders,  No.  29,  was  not  received  by  me  until  November  6, 
and  this  report  has  been  prepared  as  rapidly  as  jjossible  since  that 
date.  I  respectfully  refer  to  my  annual  report  for  the  previous  year, 
dated  November  30,  1863.  First.  I  have  been  throughout  the  entire 
year  on  duty  at  the  War  Department  as  assistant  superintendent 
U .  S.  Military  Telegraph,  and  as  such  have  had  direct  charge  of  the  con- 
struction, operating,  and  management  of  all  military  telegraph  lines 
in  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  and  the  Department  of  the  South.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
fiscal  year  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  command  of  Major-Genei'al 
Meade,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.  Telegraph  wire,  instru- 
ments, material,  &c.,  together  with  a  full  force  of  builders  and  oper- 
ators, were  on  hand  Avith  the  army,  but  the  commanding  general  did 
not  think  it  expedient  to  have  telegraph  lines  established  to  the  army. 
Communication  was  kept  up,  however,  by  means  of  a  line  of  couriers 
from  Frederick  City,  Md.,  and  from  Hanover,  Pa.,  to  both  of  which 
points  we  telegraphed  directly  from  the  War  Department.  Within  a 
short  time  after  the  1st  of  July  the  army  moved  to  Frederick,  having 
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defeated  tlie  rebel  army  in  a  severe  enfjagemeiit  at  Gettysburg.  From 
Frederick  our  aruiy  moved  toward  Hagerstowii  and  Williaiiis])(>rt,  and 
lines  were  at  once  extended  from  the  first-named  ylaco  to  the  lioad- 
qiiarters  of  General  Meade  and  to  the  several  corps  head(iuarters. 
These  lines  were  worked  continually  until  after  the  rebel  army  had  evacu- 
ated Willianis]>ort,  wlien  the  main  force  of  our  army  moved  to  Pleasant 
Valley,  Md.,  the  headquarters  of  General  Meade  being  established  at 
Knoxville.  Lines  were  then  built  to  the  army,  connecting  with  our 
line  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

July  19  and  20,  our  army  crossed  the  Potomac  near  Berlin,  Md.,  and 
immediately  moved  to  Gainesville,  \'a.,  where  telegrai)h  communication 
with  Washington  was  renewed  via  Manassas  Gap  Kailroad.  Within  a 
few  days  the  army  marched  to  the  line  of  the  Grange  aiul  Alexandria 
Railroad.  From  this  time  until  IMay,  180-1,  when  the  army  began  its 
spring  campaign,  two  wires  were  kept  in  constant  working  order  from 
Washington  to  the  army,  one  being  used  exclusively  for  military,  the 
other  for  railroad  business.  In  addition  to  these  lines  otliers  were  built 
from  (jeneral  jAleade"s  headquarters  to  all  of  the  corps  and  some  of  tlie 
division  headquarters.  Tliese  lines  were  of  very  great  value  to  the 
army,  keeping  all  its  parts  in  quick  communication  with  each  other 
and  with  Washington.  In  March,  18(54,  the  Secretary  of  War  ordered 
tiie  construction  of  a  telegraph  line  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  via  Port 
Tobacco,  to  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  that  being  the  new  depot  for  rebel 
I)risoners  of  war.  Tliis  line  wiis  commenced  March  14  and  finished 
April  3,  offices  being  o])ened  at  Point  Lookout,  at  Saint  Mary's,  tiie 
headquarters  of  the  Potomac  fiotilla,  at  Port  Tobacco,  and  afterward 
at  Leonardtown,  Md.  The  use  of  tliis  line  has  been  of  immense  advan- 
tage to  the  Government.  From  June,  1S02,  a  field  telegraph  had  been 
worked  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sig- 
nal Corps,  the  wire  used  boiTig  of  steel  (six  strands),  covered  with  rub- 
ber, aud  the  instrument  the  Ueardslee  magneto-electric  machine.  This 
instrument  was  found  to  be  inefficient  for  speedy  communication  aud 
failed  to  accom])]ish  the  result  desired.  In  March,  1804,  by  an  order  of 
tlie  Secretary  of  War,  these  field  lelegrajjli  lines  and  instruments  were 
turned  over  to  me  to  be  worked.  I  gave  them  a  thorough  trial.  The 
instruments  ]>roved  to  be  of  very  little  practical  use,  and  were  sent  to 
the  rear,  by  order  of  Major-General  Meade,  previous  to  the  movement 
of  the  army. 

In  contemi)lation  of  the  spring  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
a  complete  field  telegraph  construction  and  working  party  was  organ- 
ized under  charge  of  D.  Uoren,  superintendent  of  construction,  and 
A.  IT.  Caldwell,  chief  oy)erator.  An  arrangement  for  the  speedy  run- 
ning out  of  telegraph  wire  was  made  as  follows:  Pack-f>addles  were 
fitted  for  reels,  each  containing  one  mile  of  wire,  and  were  placed  on 
pack-mules.  By  making  fast  the  end  of  the  wire  and  starting  the  mule 
oft'  the  wire  was  unwound  and  run  out  witli  great  rapidity.  This 
arrangement  has  enabled  us  to  construct  field  lines  with  great  prompt- 
ness, many  times  having  them  u])  and  working  before  the  troops  them- 
selves had  changed  position.  To  furnish  current  for  the  army  lines,  1 
fitted  u))  a  portable  battery,  consisting  of  sixteen  sections  of  six  cells 
each.  The  cells  are  of  cojiper,  about  four  iiuthes  Iti  diameter  and  nine 
in  depth,  and  contain  a  solution  of  blue  vitriol  and  water.  In  this  solu- 
tion is  placed  a  leather  cup  one-half  the  diameter  of  the  copper,  con- 
taining a  zinc  plate  and  water.  Each  cell  is  insulated  by  a  casing  of 
thiu  sheet  rubber,  and  fitted  on  the  tap  is  a  bone  rubber  cap,  thus 
making  the  cells  water-tight.     Each  section  is  inclosed  in  a  strong  box, 
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and  the  whole  securely  packed  in  a  common  army  wagon,  in  which  is 
also  placed  a  box  of  blue  vitriol,  the  only  article  necessary  to  re])lenish 
the  battery  and  keep  it  in  working  order.  A  table  is  arranged  in  the 
wagons  with  instruments,  tools,  &c.,  tlius  making  in  itself  a  complete 
telegraph  office,  with  everything  necessary  to  the  working  of  any  num- 
ber of  lines  required  at  a  moment's  notice.  This  wagon  was  placed  at 
General  Meade's  headquarters  and  has  accomi)anied  them  tlirougliout 
the  operations  of  the  spring  and  sunmier  campaign.  It  has  proved 
successful  in  every  respect.  By  its  aid  battery  has  been  furnished  the 
field  lines  at  all  times. 

On  the  night  of  May  3  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  crossed  the  llapidau 
at  Ely's,  Germanna,  and  Oulpeper  Fords,  and  advanced  to  the  vicinity 
of  Ghaucellorsville,  where  the  engagements  known  as  the  battles  of  tlie 
Wilderness  took  place.  Prom  liere  the  army  moved  to  near  Spotsyl- 
vania Court-House,  on  May  10,  where  another  sanguinary  battle  was 
fought,  continuing  through  tlnee  days.  After  those  engagements  tlie 
town  of  Fredericksburg  was  taken  possession  of  by  our  forces  and 
constituted  a  temporary  base  of  su])p]ies.  To  open  communication 
with  the  army  by  this  route  a  line  was  built  from  Port  Tobacco,  Md., 
to  Maryland  Point,  on  the  Potomac,  where  a  submarine  cable,  six 
miles  in  length,  was  laid,  and  the  line  extended  thence  via  Belle  Plain 
to  Fredericksburg,  from  which  point  a  line  of  couriers  was  estabUshed 
with  tlie  army.  The  office  at  Maryland  Point  was  opened  May  10  and 
those  at  Belle  Plain  and  Fredericksburg  within  a  day  or  two  there- 
after. On  the  night  of  May  20  the  Army  of  tlic  Potomac  moved  from 
Spotsylvania  Court-House  to  Bowling  Green  and  Milford  Station,  on 
the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  Kailroad,  and  a  temporary  base 
established  at  Port  Koyai,  on  the  llappahainiock,  beh)w  Fredericks- 
burg. A  line  was  built  from  Belle  Plain  to  Port  Royal,  the  office  at 
the  latter  place  being  opened  on  Miiy  24.  After  a  short  halt  the  army 
moved  forward  from  Bowling  Green  and  vicinity  to  and  across  the 
North  Anna,  where  several  s])irited  engagements  took  place. 

On  ]^ay  28  our  forces  withdrew  from  south  of  the  North  Auna  and 
marched  to  Hanovertowu,  on  the  Paniunkey,  where  they  crossed  and 
took  position  about  Gold  Harbor.  Tlie  offices  at  Belle  Plain,  Freder- 
icksburg, Port  Koyal,  and  Maryland  Point  were  closed  about  May  30, 
the  base  of  supjilies  having  been  changed  to  White  House,  Va. 

The  line  from  Fortress  Monroe,  Va..  to  Yorktown  was  extended  along 
the  north  bank  of  the  York  from  Gloucester  Point  to  West  Point,  with 
submarine  cables  crossing  the  York  at  Gloucester  and  the  Mattajiony 
at  West  Point.  From  the  latter  place  a  line  was  built  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Pamunkey  to  White  House.  The  office  at  West  Point  was 
oiieiied  June  2,  and  at  White  House  the  day  following.  Between 
White  House  and  Gold  Harbor  a  line  of  couriers  was  established.  In 
the  construction  of  the  line  from  Gloucester  to  West  Point  the  building 
force  had  several  serious  skirmishes  with  guerrillas  in  which  the  guer- 
rillas were  driven  ofi'.    Two  of  our  men  were  killed  and  several  wounded. 

While  the  operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  going  on 
General  Butler,  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  landed  a  force  at  Bermuda  Hundred  and  threatened  Kichmond 
and  Petersburg.  The  telegraph  line  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Williams- 
])ort  [Williamsburg]  via  Yorktown  was  extended  to  Jamestown  Island. 
Dispatch  boats  were  kept  running  between  the  last-Tiamed  place  and 
Bermuda  Hundred.  Lines  were  built  from  Bermuda  Hundred  to  the 
headquarters  of  (Tcueral  Butler  on  Proctor's  Creek,  and  to  both  wings 
of  his  army,  and  were  invaluable  to  General  Butler  in  conducting  his 
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operations.  The  telegraph  lines  in  this  department  were  under  the 
direction  of  liichard  O'Brien,  chief  operator,  who  has  been  indefatigable 
in  his  exertions  to  render  them  of  service  to  the  Government.  June  13, 
13,  and  14  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  moved  from  its  position  about 
Cold  Harbor  to  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point,  crossing  tbe  James 
River  immediately  above  Fort  Powhatan.  A  telegraph  line  was  built 
on  the  south  side  of  the  James  from  City  Point  to  Swan  Point,  there 
connecting  with  a  submarine  cable  to  Jamestown  Island,  but  owing  to 
interruptions  by  guerrillas  this  line  was  not  worked  successfully  until 
June  24,  at  which  time  a  suflicient  force  was  stationed  along  tlie  line  to 
protect  it  from  guerrilla  raids.  From  City  Pointlines  were  built  to  Gen- 
eral Meade's  headquarters,  two  miles  and  a  half  southeast  of  Peters- 
burg, and  to  General  Butler's  headquarters  at  Point  of  liocks  on  the 
Appomattox,  crossing  at  that  place  with  submarine  cable.  Lines  were 
also  constructed  to  all  tbe  corps  headquarters  and  to  our  advanced 
works.  During  the  operations  at  Spotsylvania,  on  the  North  Anna,  at 
Cold  Harbor,  in  the  march  from  Cold  Harbor  to  City  Point,  and  in  the 
battle  in  front  of  Petersburg  iu  June,  tbe  held  telegraph  lines  were 
worked  with  great  success,  and  invaluable  aid  was  thus  rendered  the 
Government.  General  Grant  and  General  Meade  were  kept  in  almost 
constant  communication  with  each  other  aiid  with  the  different  corps 
of  the  army.  In  tbe  above-mentioned  operations  I'ti)  miles  of  field 
telegraph  were  constructed  and  worked,  and  when  the  army  moved 
were  taken  down,  thus  making  it  necessary  for  the  construction  ])arty 
to  travel  a  distance  of  300  miles.  To  D.  Doren,  superintendent  of  con- 
struction, A.  H.  Caldwell,  chief  operator,  and  the  men  under  them,  is 
due  much  of  the  success  attending  these  lines.  Tbey  have  worked 
many  times  in  tbe  face  of  the  enemy,  exposed  to  fire  without  shelter, 
have  been  ke])t  up  day  and  night  whenever  required,  and  have  had 
innumerable  difficulties  which  can  never  be  known  to  but  few.  They 
deserve  the  highest  commendation.* 

T.  T.  ECKEET, 
Major  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  of  Volunteers. 
'"Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartermaster- General,  Washington,  ]J.  C. 
[Ii7,  36,  40.] 


Report  of  Gapt.  Alexander  Moore,  aide-de-camp,  U.  S.  Army,  of  opera- 
tions July  1-2. 

Washington,  September  8, 18(13. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of 
facts  connected  with  the  battle  of  (Gettysburg,  July  1  and  2,  as  they 
transpired  under  my  immediate  observation,  and  of  the  orders  intrusted 
to  me  for  execution : 

About  2  ]).  m.  July  1  you  directed  me  to  proceed  from  your  head- 
quarters at  Emmitsburg  and  communicate  with  General  Keynolds  at 
or  near  Gettysburg.  Upon  reaching  Gettysburg  I  found  that-Geuei'al 
Keynolds  bad  been  killed,  and  the  trooi)s  under  command  of  General 
Howard,  who  was  anxious  to  learn  when  your  corps  would  be  uj). 
Returning  to  report,  I  met  iit  short  distance  from  Gettysburg  the  bead 
of  your  column  advancing,  under  command  of  General  Birney,  and 
learned  from  him  that  you  had  already  gone  forward  to  communicate 

*  Remainder  of  report  (here  omitted)  relates  to  the  constructiou  aud  manajronieiitof 
linee  iu  the  Department  of  the  South  aud  stateuieut  of  xiroperty  aud  expeuditurcB. 
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witli  General  Howard.  Early  on  the  morning  of  July  2,  after  accom- 
panying you  to  General  Meade's  headquarters,  I  rode  with  you  around 
our  lines.  After  the  formation  of  your  new  line  of  battle,  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  from  General  Meade  empowering  you  to  call 
upon  the  Fifth  Corps  on  your  left,  and  upon  the  Second  Corps  on  your 
right,  for  any  needed  re-enforcements,  you  directed  me,  at  about  2.10 
p.  m.,  to  proceed  to  General  Sykes  and  request  him  to  send  a  brigade 
to  support  General  Birney  on  the  road  connecting  the  Taneytown  and 
Emmitsburg  roads.  General  Sykes  informed  me,  upon  delivery  of  my 
communication,  that  he  would  rather  not  send  a  brigade  at  once,  but 
would  do  so  if  any  necessity  arose.  General  Birney,  or  General  Ward, 
who  commanded  Birney's  left,  to  notily  him  of  such  an  event.  On  my 
return  the  artillery  fire  had  just  opened,  and  T  was  dire(!ted  by  you  to 
return  to  General  Sykes  and  bring  up  a  brigade  immediately.  Upon 
reaching  General  Sykes'  headquarters  I  found  him  absent,  but  his 
adjutant  had  authority  to  detach  a  brigade  from  General  Ayres'  com- 
mand, and  I  conducted  General  Weed's  brigade  to  General  Birney's 
line,  General  Weed  ac(tompanyiug  me  in  person  to  your  headquarters 
near  the  wooden  barn.  Immediately  thereafter  the  signal  officer  on 
Round  Top  Mountain  reported  to  you  in  person  that  the  enemy  was 
advancing  in  great  force,  with  the  evident  design  of  carrying  that 
position,  thus  flanking  General  Birney's  lines,  and  you  again  directed 
me  to  go  for  further  re-enfoicements  from  the  Fifth  Corps.  On  my  way 
to  where  I  had  last  found  General  Sykes,  I  met  General  Crawford,  com- 
manding the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  was  informed  by  him  that  he 
had  not  received  any  orders  at  all  that  day,  and  although  very  anxious 
to  take  part  in  the  battle  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  move  without 
orders  from  General  Sykes.  I  proceeded  at  once  to  find  General  Sykes, 
but  failing  in  that  I  met  General  Slocum,  to  whom  I  explained  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs.  General  Slocum  immediately  authorized  me  to  use  any 
troops  I  might  meet.  Thus,  triply  armed,  with  your  own.  General 
Meade's,  and  General  Slocum's  authority,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  call- 
ing again  upon  General  Crawford,  who  gladly  acquiesced,  and  his  col- 
unfn  was  instantly  put  iti  motion,  rea(;hing  the  extreme  left  of  the  line 
in  time  to  defeat  the  enemy's  attack  upon  Round  Top  Mountain.  Leav- 
ing General  Crawford  to  report  to  you,  I  met  Ca])tain  Roland,  who 
informed  me  of  your  disablement,  which  misfortune  I  at  once  proceeded 
to  report  to  General  ]\Ieade,  and  upon  my  return  at  dark  met  you  as 
you  were  being  borne  from  the  held. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

'  ALEXANDER  MOORE, 

Gaptain  and  Aids-de-Gami). 
Major-General  Sickles, 

Third  Corps. 

[27.]  

Report  of  Gapt.  Lovell  Purdy,  jr.,  Seventy-fourth  JSTeic  York  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Regiment,  Excelsior  Bhigaue, 

AuguHt  11,  1863. 
Major:  Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  your  head(]uarters,  I  most 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  participation  of  this 
regiment  in  the  moveuients  of  this  army  between  the  dates  of  June  11, 
1863,  and  August  1,  186;'.: 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1863,  orders  were  received 
at  these   headquarters,  originating  from  headquarters  Third  Army 
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Corps,  to  move  at  10  p.  m.  the  same  day.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt, 
then  iu  comuiand  of  the  resimeut,  doing  at  tlie  time  picket  duty  with 
a  detachment  of  it,  Capt.  F.  E.  Tyler,  senior  officer  jiresent,  immedi- 
ately prepared  that  part  of  the  regimeut  which  still  remained  iu  camp 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  At  about  12  m.  First  Lieutenant  Bel- 
ger,  aide-de-camp  to  Colonel  Brewster,  coumiunicated  verbally  to  Cap- 
tiiin  Tyler  to  move  liis  men  on  the  road  in  front  of  the  encampment  of 
this  brigade  where  to  form  in  line  of  battle  on  the  rest  of  the  regiments 
belonging  to  this  brigade,  whence  to  proceed  on  the  road  to  the  extreme 
front  in  order  to  meet  the  detachment  at  tlie  time  doing  picket  duty  iu 
front,  wlio  had  already  received  orders  to  march  for  that  purpose  on 
the  aforesaid  road.  Accordingly  Captain  Tyler  formed  his  men  in  line 
of  battle  on  his  parade  ground,  when  the  previously  given  orders  to 
move  immediately  were  conntenuanded  by  Lieutenant  lielger,  and  the 
men,  after  having  formed  stacks,  were  allowed  to  rest,  he  also  stating 
that  tlie  pickets  had  received  final  orders  to  join  their  regiments  in  their 
diflt'erent  encampments.  During  the  night  of  the  11th  the  pickets  joined 
us  after  a  very  severe  and  rapid  marcb.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th  orders  were  received  to  move,  the  regiment  was  formed,  and  after 
joining  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  the  column  was  marched  off.  Nothing 
of  importance  occurred  that  day.  Tlie  weather  was  extremely  hot. 
Halted  the  column  for  the  night  at  about  5  p.  m.  within  four  miles  ot 
(Irove  Cluirch.  Orders  were  given  in  the  evening  to  be  prepared  to 
move  early  next  morning.  The  line  of  marcli  was  accordingly  taken 
up  at  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  liith  and  halted  at  6  p.  m.  on  the 
arrival  at  Eapi)ahannock  Station,  the  marching  having  been  severe 
and  the  weather  sultry.  There  being  indications  of  a  short  stay  ou 
Ihe  morning  of  the  14th,  the  men  were  ordered  to  clean  their  guns  and 
accouterments  and  a  thorough  inspection  of  both  was  immediately 
made.  In  the  evening  of  that  day  orders  were  received  to  move.  The 
march  was  continued  during  the  whole  night  and  until  the  next  morn- 
ing, June  15,  18G3,  at  8  a.  m.,  and  halted  at  Catlett's  Station.  Left  at 
2  p.  m.  and  arrived  at  Manassas  Junction  at  !).30  p.  m.  the  same  day. 
The  marching  from  l'api)ahannock  Station  was  very  severe,  the  weather 
being  sultry  and  the  night  dark,  causing  some  men  to  straggle,  who, 
however,  rejoined  the  regiment  at  Catlett's  Station  previous  to  its 
departure  from  there.  IJeniained  at  Manassas  Junction  during  the 
liight  of  the  loth  and  the  whole  day  and  night  of  the  Kith,  (ireat 
scarcity  of  water.  Started  from  Manassas  Junction  on  the  morning  of 
the  17th;  crossed  Bull  Ituu  Creek,  whore  a  short  halt  was  made,  and 
arrived  at  Centerville  iu  the  afternoon.  Keceived  orders  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  19  to  accompany  the  coqis  wagon  train  as  guard,  upon 
which  Colonel  Holt,  after  joining  the  same,  (livided  the  regiment  into 
different  sqiuads  and  inarched  them  at  intervals  among  the  train. 
Iv'eports  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  hovered  about  our  rear  beiug  in  cir- 
culation, the  strictest  precautions  were  taken  against  an  emeigency. 
1  Jeutenant-Coloiiel  Molt  ordeied  the  arms  to  be  loaded  and  the  men  to 
be  kept  on  a  continual  alert.  These  orders  were  strictly  comj)]ied 
with,  but  nothing  of  iuiiiortance  occurred.  The  train  was  halted  on 
the  arrival  at  (ium  Springs  in  the  evening,  and  the  regiment  encamped 
near  the  wagons  of  the  train  where  it  remained  till  the  21st  day  of  ,J  une, 
when  orders  were  received  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  which  was  complied 
with  at  8  a.  m.  that  day.  Tlie  line  of  march  was  again  taken  ujt  at  10 
a.  m.  on  the  25th  of  June.  Crossed  the  Potomac  liivcr  at  Edwards 
Ferry  ou  pontoons,  proceeded  along  the  Chesapeake  and  Olno  Canal, 
and  arrived  at  Aqueduct  Bridge  at  I  a.  m.  the  2(ith  of  June,  under  a 
very  heavy  raiu-storm,  wliere  a  bivouac  was  made.    The  line  of  march 
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was  again  taken  up  at  7  a.  m.  on  fbe  2Ctli.  The  roads  being  in  a  bad 
condition  and  tbe  weatber  bad,  tbe  progress  was  slow  and  difficult. 
Crossed  tbe  Baltimore  and  Obio  Jlaiiroad  and  baited  ior  tbat  nigbt  in 
the  vicinity  of  it.  Left  on  tbe  morning  of  tbe  27tb,  passed  tbrougb 
Jefferson  City,  Md.,  and  arrived  near  Middletown,  iMd,,  at  7  p.  in. 
Started  early  next  morning  (tbe  L'Stli)  and  procredi  d  on  tbe  macadam- 
ized road  tbrougb  I-'rederick,  Md.,  and  balled  abont  seven  miles  beyond 
tbat  city  for  tbe  nigbt.  JJrokc  np  next  morning,  June  29,  and  pass- 
ing tbrongb  Woodville  and  Middleborongb,  Md.,  left  the  macadamized 
road  and  proceeded  abont  one  mile  on  a  country  road  leading  to  tbe 
frontier  of  Pennsylvania,  wliere  tbe  regiment  bivouacked  for  tbe  nigbt. 
Left  at  an  early  bour  next  morning  and  ])assing  tbrongb  Taneytown, 
Md.,  encamped  two  miles  beyond.  Tbe  line  of  marcb  was  again  taken 
up  on  tbe  1st  day  of  July,  1S()3,  ])assed  tbrougb  Emmitsburg,  Md.,  at 
10  a.  m.,  crossed  tbe  frontier  of  Pennsylvania  early  in  tiie  afternoon, 
and  arrived  at  Cettysbnrg,  Pa.,  at  12  ]>.  m.  tlie  same  day. 

Tbe  morning  of  tbe  memorable  2d  of  July  opened  and  tbe  men, 
antici|)ating  an  engagement,  were  cleaning  tlieir  guns,  adjusting  their 
cartridges,  and  making  evei'y  other  preparation  for  the  coming  conflict 
with  a  cheerfulness  and  good  will  never  before  suri)assed.  J'^arly  in  the 
morning  tbe  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  variously  chang- 
ing position,  when  at  about  I  j).  m.  tbe  battalion  being  formed  in  close 
column  by  division  it  was  advanced  to  tbe  support  of  the  first  line  of 
battle,  which  was  tlien  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Tlie  enemy 
evidently  espying  our  position,  opened  a  vigorous  fire  of  artillery  onus, 
throwing  shot  and  shell  with  such  an  accuracy  into  the  midst  of  this 
regiment  that  Colonel  Holt  deemed  it  advisable  to  advance  tbe  regi- 
ment out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.  After  advancing  about  fifty 
paces  tbe  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down.  Tbe  enemy  here  also  directed 
bis  fire  with  remarkably  good  aim,  compelling  the  battalion  to  seek  a 
more  sheltered  place  some  distance  in  front.  Several  shells  exploding 
among  the  regiment,  Colonel  Holt  again  advanced,  and  bad  scarcely 
reached  a  new  position  when  orders  were  received  to  deploy  on  tbe 
road  in  front  of  it,  on  the  riglit  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Hegiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  of  tbe  First  Brigade,  this  division,  and  in  the  rear  of 
the  First  Regiment  Massa(^hnsetts  Volunteers,  of  the  same  brigade. 
There  being  a  remnant  of  a  fencie  in  close  proximity  Colonel  Holt 
immediately  had  breast  works  erected  (using  fence  rails  for  that  pur- 
pose). The  men  worked  with  an  alacrity  I  scarcely  ever  before  wit- 
nessed. The  First  Massachusetts  Vobmteers  meanwhile  being  engaged 
in  our  immediate  front,  .several  men  in  this  i-egiment  were  wounded  by 
chance  shots.  The  regiment  was  tlien  ordered  to  lie  down  behind  the 
erected  breast- works,  which  they  had  scarcely  done,  when  an  order  was 
received  to  change  front  and  to  form  in  the  rear  of  the  Fourth  Excel- 
sior, Avhich  at  the  time  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  This  regiment 
being  in  the  Immediate  rear  of  the  Fourth  Excelsior,  Colonel  Holt  gave 
the  order  to  fire  left  oblique,  there  being  an  oi)en  space  on  the  left  of 
the  Fourth  Excelsior,  through  which  the  regiment  could  fire  withoirt 
endangering  our  own  troops.  Tlie  regiments  in  our  front  were  subse- 
quently compelled  to  fall  back  on  our  regiment,  which  had  now,  tbe 
front  being  clear,  commenced  a  direct  fire,  until  ordered  to  retreat 
slowly,  which  they  did,  continually  firing  in  retreat.  Meanwhile  tbe 
rest  of  the  brigade  having  rullied  in  the  rear  of  our  i»osition,  we  were 
formed  on  their  line  of  battle  and  again  advanced.  On  the  way  toward 
the  front  several  12-pounder  brass  guns  were  detected  between  the  two 
contending  forces,  when  a  detachment  of  this  regiment  voluntarily 
seized  the  ropes,  and  after  pulling  two  of  them  into  our  lines,  deliverc<l 
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them  to  Oaptiiin  McOlellan,  chief  of  staff  of  (ieneriil  nnmphreys.  This 
act  was  performed  under  a  vigorous  Are  of  the  enemy  and  several  offi- 
cers and  men  were  wounded. "  In  the  charge  following  the  retirement 
of  our  troops  ninety-two  ])risoners  were  captured  and  turned  over  by 
the  men  of  this  regiment  to  Major  Bull,  provost-marshal  of  the  Second 
Corps.  Among  the  prisoners  captured  was  the  adjutant  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Georgia  Volunteers,  0.  S.  Army,  on  whom,  on  being  searched, 
were  found  important  i)apers  which  were  given  over  to  Brigadier- 
General  Humphreys  in  person.  The  enemy  having  been  driven  from 
the  position  he  occupied,  the  battalion  received  orders  to  retire  to  the 
second  line  of  battle,  after  the  compliance  of  which  night  set  in  and 
the  men  were  cautioned  to  rest  on  their  arras.  Tlie  casualties  during 
this  engagement  were  as  follows:  One  officer  killed  and  five  officers 
wounded,  namely:  Capt.  William  H.  Chester,  killed,  and  Capt.  F.  E. 
Tyler  and  First  Lieut.  Willard  BuUard,  wounded,  Second  Lieuts.  Charles 
G.  Summers  and  Charles  Dussuet,  wounded.  Asst.  Surg.  Joseph  D. 
Stewart,  wounded;  .S  sergeants,  4  corporals,  and  4  privates  killed;  12 
sergeants,  16  corporals,  38  privates,  wounded;  3  privates  missing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  the  battle  having  recommenced, 
the  regiment  was  again  formed  in  Hue  of  battle  behind  a  fence  in 
front  of  our  position  and  remained  under  a  very  brisk  artillery  fire  of 
the  enemy  for  about  one  hour,  when  the  regiment  was  marched  to  the 
rear  in  order  to  obtain  provisions,  after  which  it  was  again  moved  to 
the  front  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  First  Division,  this  corps.  Staid 
there  until  the  afternoon  and  tlien  moved  up  to  the  support  of  a  battery 
and  remained  under  a  heavy  shelling  of  the  enemy  for  several  hours. 
Two  men  were  wounded.  The  regiment  was  marched  into  a  piece  of 
woods  for  the  night.  Received  orders  toward  0  o'clock  Jiext  morning, 
July  4, 1863,  to  proceed  to  the  right  of  our  front,  and  remained  there  as 
support  for  the  pickets  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  with- 
drawn and  bivouacked  on  an  open  field  and  on  the  left  of  our  late  posi- 
tion for  the  following  night.  Details  were  also  sent  out  to  identify  the 
killed  of  the  regiment  and  bury  them.  Daring  the  day  of  the  flth  of 
July  men  were  also  sent  out  to  pick  up  arms  and  accouterments  which 
they  might  see  lying  round  on  the  battle-field.  On  the  morning  of  the 
6th  of  July  received  orders  to  move,  which  were,  however,  counter- 
manded after  the  column  had  moved  but  a  few  hundred  yards.  It  was 
accoidiugly  countermarched  to  the  position  previously  occupied.  The 
total  loss  at  Gettysburg  was  as  follows : 


Killo<T  or  rtifid  from  wounds  received. 

Wounded 

Missiim 


Total . 


12 

73 

3 


82 


The  line  of  march  was  again  taken. np  on  the  morning  of  July  7,  at 
4 o'clock;  passed  through  Bmmitsburg,Md.,  after  recrossing  the  frontier 
of  Tennsylvania,  and  through  Mechanicsville,  Md.,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  about  half  a  mile  beyond  that  town.  Left  in  the  morning  of 
the  8th,  at  6  o'clock,  repassed  Mechanicsville  and  Frederick,  Md.,  and 
bivouacked  two  miles  beyond  that  town  for  the  night.  Broke  up  next 
morning  (on  the  9th),  passed  through  Middletown,  Md.,  and  bivouacked 
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for  the  night  on  South  Mountain.  Started  again  in  the  morning  of 
the  10th,  passed  Mount  Carniel  Church,  through  Keedysville,  crossed 
Little  and  Big  Antietam  Creeks,  and  bivouacked  for  the  following  night 
on  the  Antietam  battle  field.  July  11  passed  through  Sharpsbur'g,  Md., 
and  staid  that  night  some  distance  beyond  it.  Took  u])  the  line  of  march 
again  on  the  12th  day  of  July  and  stopped  for  the  niglit  within  sup- 
porting distance  of  the  Twelfth  Corps.  Moved  up  to  the  iutreuchmeuts 
on  the  13th,  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  again 
moved  to  the  road  on  our  right,  on  Avhicli  we  proceeded  some  distance 
and  then  encamped.  Eemaliied  there  on  the  14th.  Orders  were  pro- 
mulgated on  the  15th  in  the  morning  to  move.  Took  up  the  liue  ot 
march  again,  and  jjassing  tlirough  Fair]>lay,  Md.,  moved  on  the  turn- 
pike to  Sharpsburg,  passed  through  tliat  town,  and  encamped  two  miles 
beyond  it  for  the  night.  The  weather  was  extremely  hot  and  sultry,  and 
several  men  were  sunstruck  during  that  day's  march.  Left  again  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  passing  through  Pleasant  Valley  encamped 
within  sight  of  the  fortifications  of  Maryland  Heights  and  four  miles 
from  Harper's  Ferry.  Before  leaving  the  loyal  States  1  must  remark 
that  the  people  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  welcomed  us  wher- 
ever we  passed  with  ai)parent  joy,  displaying  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and 
singing  national  songs.  They  also  aided  us  in  every  possible  way,  some- 
times sacrificing  their  own  comforts  for  that  of  thetrooi)s.  Crossed  the 
Potomac  and  into  Virginia  on  the  17th  of  July  in  the  afternoon,  and 
staid  that  night  about  three  miles  beyond  Harper's  Perry.  Moved 
again  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  18th  of  July,  and  passing  through  Loudoun  Val- 
ley encamped  near  Hillsborough,  Va.  Took  up  our  liue  of  march  on 
the  19th  and  halted  one  mile  beyond  Berryville,  Va.  Started  again  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  toward  Snicker's  (xaj),  turned  off  near  Snick- 
ersville  to  the  left,  marched  along  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  and 
remained  that  night  near  Upperville,  Va.  Staid  there  during  the  day 
of  the  21st  of  July  and  until  noon  of  the  22d  of  July,  wlien  we  marched 
toward  Piedmont  Station,  Va.,  where  we  l)ivouacked  for  the  night. 

Op  the  morning  of  the  23d  orders  were  received  to  move.  The  regi- 
ment was  consequently  decamped  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
marched  on  the  road  toward  Manassas  (iaxj,  where  we  arrived  at  about 
1  p.  m.  Here  again,  in  anticipation  of  an  engagement,  the  so  often-tried 
veterans  of  this  regiment  were  snapping  caps,  cleaning  and  preparing 
their  arms  for  the  soon-to  come  trial.  After  a  short  delay,  occasioned 
by  the  skirmishing  in  front,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  close  column 
by  division  and  advanced  towaid  the  mountains.  My  pen  can  hardly 
describe  the  difllculty  of  ascending  and  descending  the  two  gigantic 
mountains  which  lay  on  the  road  to  the  front ;  adding  to  it  a  big  swamp 
at  the  foot  of  the  second  mountain,  which  this  regiment  had  to  pass.  I 
may  justly  add  that  none  but  the  often-tried  heroes  could  have  passed 
through  the  fatigues  of  snch  a  march  and  accomplish  wliat  they  subse- 
quently did.  After  passing  through  the  swamp  and  ascending  another 
less  steep  mountain,  the  regiment  was  halted  and  time  allowed  to  those 
men  to  join  who  had  not  been  able  to  follow  up  with  the  same  rapidity 
with  which  the  head  of  the  column  had  niar<;hed,  of  whi(!h  opportunity 
they  availed  themselves.  The  column  was  then  deployed  and  marched 
left  in  front  through  a  ravine  and  then  fronted  and  formed  in  the  bri- 
gade line.  The  men  were  cautioned  to  load  their  pieces  and  after  a  short 
stay  they  were  ordered  to  charge  bayonets.  Though  1  never  doubted 
their  courage,  the  eflPect  which  this  order  had  on  the  men  by  far  sur- 
l)assed  my  expectations.  They  charged  over  one  and  then  another  hill 
with  an  endurance  rarely  witnessed.  Using  their  hands  to  aid  their 
progress  they  at  last  reached  the  summit  of  the  hill  on  which  the  enemy 
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was  statioued  and,  cbargiug,  drove  tbeni  from  their  position.  In  utter 
confusion  the  enemy  threw  away  arms  and  accouterments  and  left  us  in 
possession  of  the  field,  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  several  prisoners. 
They  were  pursued  by  our  men,  who  continually  fired  at  the  foe.  Night 
set  in  and  ])revented  further  movements.  A  detachment  of  this  regi- 
ment was  then  deployed  as  skirmishers,  while  the  rest  were  ordered  to 
sleep  on  their  arms.  Among  the  casualties  in  this  engagement  I  regict 
to  annonnce  the  death  of  two  of  the  best  ofticers  of  this  regiment,  First 
Lieut.  Charles  S.  Preston  and  Second  Lieut.  James  Short. 

Total  loDS  of  the  regivicvt  at    Wapping  Heights,  July  2,",  1SG3. 
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Started  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  July  in  ])ursuit  of  the  enemy, 
and  after  proceeding  some  distance  on  the  road  to  Front  lioyal,  Va., 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  a  field  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  advanced 
toward  that  place,  which  we  reached  at  about  12  m.  After  proceeding 
about  a  mile  beyond  Front  Koyal  orders  were  received  to  countermarch, 
and  the  regiment  accordingly  returned  on  the  same  road  and  halted  for 
the  night  at  Markham  Station  after  a  very  severe  march,  the  weather 
being  extremely  hot  and  the  men  without  rations.  On  the  25th  day  of 
July,  while  on  the  march  to  Salem,  Va.,  the  column  was  halted  in  an 
open  field  and  rations  were  drawn  for  the  Tneu,  after  which  we  again 
left  and  bivouacked  the  following  night  at  White  Plains.  The  line  of 
march  was  again  taken  up  on  the  26tl*;  we  marched  through  WaiTeu- 
ton' Va.,  and  encamped  about  one  mile  beyond  it  until  the  1st  day  of 
August,  1863,  when  we  broke  ui)  camp  and  i)roieeded  to  our  present 
])osition.  During  this  last  march,  Colonel  Holt  having  left  for  New 
York  on  detached  duty,  I,  being  the  senior  officer  present,  was  in 
command  of  the  regiment.  In  reviewing  the  operations  of  this  regiment, 
l)erloimed  since  the  beginning  of  this  campaign  and  up  to  the  time  of 
our  arrival  here,  I  can  state  that  the  members  of  it — officers  and  men — 
are  deserving  of  much  praise  for  the  gallantry  with  which  they  have 
gone  through  so  many  hardships,  suffering  from  the  weather,  want  of 
clothing,  and  hunger.  I  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  inefficiency  or 
neglect  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  commissary  departmefit  of  this 
brigade,  the  oflBcers  of  this  regiment  were  only  very  seldom  allowed  the 
privilege  due  to  them  of  purchasing  stores  from  that  department,  which 
certainly  caused  suft'ering  and  dissatisfaction  among  the  members  con- 
cerned, and  through  the  ineflicieucy  of  another  officer  the  allowance  of 
clothing  and  company  stores  was  insufficient,  tlie  baggage  wagons  hav- 
ing been  sent  to  the  rear  on  leaving  camp  and  subseijuently  burned,  thus 
depriving  us  of  necessary  change  of  clothing,  &c.,  and  embarrassing 
company  commanders  greatly  in  settling  their  accounts  and  furnisbing 
reports  daily  required  from  different  sources. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

LOVELL  PUEDY,  Jr., 
Gapt.j  Fifth  Excelsior  ^  Comdg.  Seventy  fourth  lieyt.  New  York  Vols. 
[27.] 
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JULY  2-26,  1863.— Morgan's  Kaid  in  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Ohio. 

Report  of  Col.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  Ticenty-third  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqus.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  White,  W.  Va.,  July  23,  1i<r>3. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Scamiiiou,  two  reftimeiits 
of  the  brij^ade  under  my  coniinaud,  viz,  Twenty-third  Ohio  and  Tliir- 
teenth  Virginia  Volunteers,  marched  from  Fayetteville  on  the  evening 
of  the  Kith  instant,  eu  route  for  the  Ohio  I?iver,  to  aid  in  preventing 
the  escai)e  of  the  rebel  forces  under  General  Morgan.  We  reached 
Gallipolis  bj'  steam-boats  from  Loop  Creek  at  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  ISth;  thence  we  i)roceeded  up  the  Ohio  to  Pomeroy.  At  this 
point  General  Jlorgan  attempted  to  force  a  passage  over  the  Ohio,  on 
the  ISth.  By  direction  of  General  Scammon,  the  Twenty-third  Ohio, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Comly,  and  the  Thirteenth  Virginia,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Jones,  of  General  Scaramon's  staff,  were  marched 
to  the  roads  on  which  Morgan  was  attempting  to  reach  the  river.  On 
the  ai)proach  of  the  rebels  these  regiments  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and 
■with  four  companies  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers,  advanced  to  meet 
the  enemy,  who  were  dismounted  and  also  formed  in  line  of  battle.  A 
short  skirmish  ensued,  when  the  rebels  retreated,  hastily  mounted  their 
horses,  and  pushed  on  u])  the  Ohio.  Our  loss  was  one  wounded,  Cor- 
poral Clemons,  Twenty  third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  The 
enemy  lost  5  killed  and  1(5  wounded  left  on  the  field.  The  troops  were 
immediately  embarked  on  transports  and  steamed  up  the  Ohio  to  Buf- 
fington  Island,  where  Morgan,  on  the  morning  of  tlie  19tli  instant,  again 
attempted  to  cross,  but  was  defeated  by  the  cavalry  under  (General 
Judah,  and  the  gun-boats  under  Captain  Fitch.  The  infantry  under 
my  command  were  present  in  time  to  witness  the  defeat  of  the  enemy, 
but  not  in  time  to  render  important  assistance.  On  the  19th  my  com- 
mand went  uj)  the  Ohio  to  Hockingport.  The  Twenty-third  Kegiment, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Comly,  scouted  the  woods  iii  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  and  captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners  and  horses.  During 
the  night  of  the  19th  the  two  regiments  were  deployed  on  the  A'irginia 
shore  for  a  distance  of  ftve  miles,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing. 
It  is  believed  that  no  rebels  succeeded  in  crossing  during  the  night, 
although  attempts  were  made  to  do  so.  On  the  2 1st  instant  we  started 
on  our  return,  and  reached  this  camp  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant. 
The  total  number  of  prisoners  reported  to  these  headquarters,  (captured 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  was  L'08, of  whom  were  commis- 
sioned ofHccrs.  ^o  full  report  of  captured  horses  has  yet  been  made; 
the  number  will  exceed  fifty.  A  quantity  of  arms  and  cavalry  e(iuip- 
meuts  were  also  captured.  Tlic  troops  under  my  command,  it  is  believed, 
prevented  the  rebels  from  crossing  tiie  Ohio  at  Pomeroy,  and  gave 
important  aid  to  those  engaged  in  intercepting  them  at  points  higher 
up  on  the  river.  It  is  ])ropcr  to  add  that  (ieneral  Scanmion  and  staff 
were  witli  the  advances  during  tiie  whole  of  the  expedition,  and  that  all 
the  movements  referred  to  in  this  report  were  directed  by  the  general. 
J  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  HAVES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  James  L.  Botsford, 

Aunt.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Thir''  IHrinion,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

[23.J 
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NOVEMBER  26-DECEMBER  2,  1863.— The  Mine  Run  (Virginia)  Campaign. 

Report  of  Col.  Clement  A.  Evans,  Thirty-first  Georgia  Infantry.* 

Headquarters  Gordon's  Brigade, 

January  31,  1864. 

Ma.tor  :  On  the  2Gth  of  November,  1803,  this  brigade,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  moved  from  its  camp  near  Somerville  Ford  to  the  old  turnpilie 
road,  about  one  mile  Avcst  of  Mine  Run,  and  picketed  various  roads  by 
rejiiments  during  tbe  night.  On  the  morning  of  next  day  advanced 
across  Mine  liuii  and  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy  at  Locust  (.xrove. 
The  Sixtieth  Georgia  Regiment,  Maj.  W.  B.  Jones  commanding,  was 
de])loyed  as  skirmishers;  advanced  and  engaged  the  skirmishers  of  the 
enemy,  driving  them  nearly  upon  the  main  line,  and  held  their  position 
during  the  day.  The  casualties  of  this  regiment  in  this  affair  was: 
Killed,  3;  wounded,  15;  missing,  13;  total,  31.  During  the  night  our 
line  of  battle  was  withdrawn  to  the  west  side  of  Mine  Run,  about  half  a 
mile  distant,  where  position  was  again  taken  and  fortified.  Eight  com- 
panies of  the  Sixty-first  Georgia  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  W.  McArthur 
commanding,  covered  the  brigade  front  as  skirmishers.  The  enemy 
followed,  crossed  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  in  front  of  Early's  divis- 
ion, drove  in  our  skirmishers,  but  the  lost  ground  was  soon  recovered, 
the  enemy  again  retiring  their  skirmishers  beyond  the  run.  The  loss 
of  the  Sixty-first  Georgia  Regiment  in  this  skirmish  was:  Killed,  1; 
wounded,  10;  missing,  8;  total,  19.  On  the  29th  and  30th  no  operations 
of  any  importance,  and  on  the  2d  of  December,  being  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  retreated,  the  brigade  as  part  of  the  division  pursued, 
but  without  results,  as  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Rapidan.  On  the 
same  day  the  brigade  returned  to  its  former  camp. 

C.  A.  EVANS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Maj.  .1.  \y.  Daniel,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Uarly's  Division. 

Headquarters  Gordon's  Brigade, 

January  22,  J8G4. 

^lAJOR:  hi  compliance  with  your  note  just  received,  I  respectfully 
add  the  following  to  my  within  report: 

On  the  2Gth  of  November,  1863,  four  regiments  of  this  brigade,  viz, 
the  Sixtietli  Georgia,  Major  Jones  commanding,  the  Sixty-first  Georgia, 
Colonel  Lamar  commanding,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia,  Colonel  Smith 
commanding,  and  the  Thirty-eighth  Georgia,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davant  commanding,  were  marclied  to  the  junction  of  the  Zoar 
Church  and  Fredericksburg  road,  and  the  following  dispositions  made: 
The  Thirty-eighth  Georgia  was  posted  on  the  old  turnpike  about  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  junction  referred  to.  The  Sixtieth 
Georgia  and  Sixty-first  Georgia  were  posted  on  the  road  leading  from 
New  Verdierville  to  Locust  Grove.  The  Thirteenth  (Georgia  was 
posted  on  the  plank  road  about  one  mile  east  of  Verdierville.  None  of 
these  regimeiits  were  relieved  or  re-enforced  until  they  all  marched  on 
the  27th  to  Locust  Grove.  On  the  day  first  mentioned  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Georgia  Regiment,  Colonel  Atkinson  commanding,  was  on  picket 
at  Robertson's  Ford,  and  the  Thirty-first  Georgia  Regiment,  commanded 
by  myself,  was  ordered  to  take  position  near  the  ford  to  support  Colonel 
Atkinson,  if  necessary.  I  was  placed  in  command  of  both  regiments, 
and  about  dark  was  directed  to  return  my  regiment  to  camp.  When 
nearly  at  camp  I  received  another  order  from  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  the  division  to  take  the  Twenty-sixth  Georgia  as  soon  as 
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it  was  relieved  aud  my  own  regiment  and  rejoin  the  brigade.  I  com- 
mnnicatcd  the  order  to  Colonel  Atkinson  inniiediately,  and  as  soon  as 
he  was  relieved  and  had  joined  me  with  his  regiment  (which  was  about 
10  p.  m.),  I  marched  both  regiments  aud  reported,  with  the  orders  I 
had  received,  to  Brigadier-General  Gordon. 
I  am,  major,  vours,  very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  EVANS, 
[Maj.  J.  W.  Daniel.]  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[29.]  . 

DECEMBER  6,  1863.— Recomiaissance  to  Woodville,  Va. 

lieporf  of  Col.  Thomas  C.  Devin,  Sixth  Nciv  Yorlc  Cavalry,  command- 
ing brigade. 

TIdqus.  Second  Brigade,  Fiust  Cavalry  Division, 

December  6,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  12  m.  this  day,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders,  I  dispatched  Captain  Corrigan,  with  thirty-two  men 
of  Niutli  New  York  Cavalry,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Cating,  of  my 
stall",  with  orders  to  ]>roceed  in  the  direction  of  Woodville  and  ascertain 
whether  any  force  was  or  had  been  moving  in  the  direction  of  that 
place  or  Sperryville.  The  party  proceeded  up  the  Sperryville  pike  to 
Hazel  liiver,  crossing  at  the  covered  bridge;  thence  to  the  left  to  State 
Mills;  thence  to  Mount  Lebanon  Church;  thence  to  Woodville.  On 
the  road  Ivieutenaiit  Cating  pursued  and  captured  one  private  of  the 
Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry,  who  stated  that  there  were  forty  of  the  enemy 
in  Woodville.  The  party  charged  in  the  town,  but  found  no  one  there; 
nor  had  there  been  any  except  one  or  two,  who  fled  on  the  approach  of 
the  i)arty.  At  this  place  they  picked  up  a  negro  just  from  Sperryville, 
who  stated  that  no  force  was  or  had  been  there  except  the  squadron  of 
cavalry  that  has  been  there  constantly.  He  states  that  there  is  a  guer- 
rilla force  about  one  mile  and  a  half  li-om  Woodville,  who  have  a  num- 
ber of  Union  prisoners  aud  horses.  As  it  was  now  dark,  the  party 
were  obliged  to  return.  The  inhabitants  all  stated  that  there  was  no 
force  nearer  than  the  Little  Forks,  near  the  meeting-house  on  the  road 
from  Madison  Court-House  to  Sperryville.  The  party,  on  their  return 
on  the  pike,  found  that  tiie  bushwhackers  had  been  busy  in  their  rear 
and  had  torn  up  the  bridge  over  the  run  at  Little  Boston  aud  the  cov- 
ered bridge  over  Hazel  liiver.  At  both  places  they  were  attacked  from 
the  woods  on  each  side  and  on  the  hill  above  the  road,  which  passes 
through  a  defile,  but  the  darkness  favored  them  as  well  as  the  enemy, 
whose  ammunition  also  seemed  poor.  The  party  succeeded  in  fording 
the  river,  losing  but  one  horse  killed.  Not  a  man  was  hurt.  The  party 
exceeded  their  orders  in  going  to  a  distance  which  precluded  their 
return  before  dark,  but  their  object  was  praiseworthy  (although  its 
execution  was  attended  with  great  danger),  as,  without  reaching  Wood- 
ville, from  the  nature  of  the  country  and  roads,  the  reconnaissance 
v.'OuId  not  have  been  complete,  as  it  now  certainly  is,  and  Captain  Cor- 
rigan and  Lieutenant  Cating  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  cool- 
ness and  perseverance.  Not  a  horse  was  blown,  although  the  party 
marched  thirty-two  miles  from  12  m.  until  10  p.  m. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  C.  DEVIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  T.  C.  Bacon,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[29.] 
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DECEMBEE  18,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Indiantown,  or  Sandy  Swamp,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  B.  Cock,  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

Intrenched  Camp  near  Norfolk,  Va., 

December  39,  1863. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  action  aud 
casualties  sustained  by  a  detachment  of  the  Fifth  liegiment  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Troops,  under  my  eonmiand,  at  Sandy  Swamp,  near  Indiantowu, 
N.  C,  on  the  18th  instant: 

The  detachment  consisted  of  four  companies,  numbering  near  200 
men.  Of  these  one  company  was  detached  as  rear  guard.  At  about 
11  a.  m.,  while  on  the  march,  Lieutenant  Bennett,  commanding  the  van- 
guard, reported  to  Captain  Jones,  commanding  a  detachment  in  the 
advance,  tliat  the  enemy  was  near.  The  detachments  were  then  halted 
while  the  vanguard  went  forward  to  reconnoiter.  Scarcely  had  we 
halted,  however,  Avhen  a  volley  was  fired  upon  us  from  a  dense  thicket 
of  pines,  distant  400  yards,  by  which  2  men  were  killed,  1  mortally 
and  1  severely  wounded.  1  immediately  commanded  the  men  to  lie 
down  and  fire  on  the  enemy  from  behind  the  fence,  whicli  was  obeyed 
in  time  |to]  escape  a  second  volley.  For  a  few  minutes  the  firing  was 
rapid  and  general  on  both  sides.  Two  companies  were  then  sent  out  to 
the  right  and  one  to  the  left  to  ilank  them,  while  I  was  to  attack  them 
in  front.  I  immediately  mo\'ed  by  tlie  road  in  front  of  the  thicket, 
commanded  "fix  bayonets,"  and  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  the 
pines,  but  the  enemy  had  fled.  We  then  returned,  jiicked  up  our  dead 
aud  wounded,  and  continued  the  march.  The  casualties  sustained  by 
my  command  were  as  follows:  Privates,  Eichard  II.  Fox  and  Jeremiah 
Franklin,  killed;  Jordon  Dorton,  shot  in  the  neck,  mortally  wounded, 
died  the  following  morning;  David  Quan,  shot  through  the  right  lung; 
all  of  Company  G,  Fifth  Kegiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.  The  behavior 
of  the  men  while  under  fire  was  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  COCK, 
Captain  Company  G,  Fifth   U,  8.  Colored  Troopn. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General   U.  IS.  Army. 

[29.1 


JANUARY  22-23,  1864.— Scout  from  Manassas  Junction  to  Middleburg,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  George  H.  Covode,  Fourth  Pennsylvamta  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Brintoe  station,  Va.,  January  24,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  scout  sent 
out  from  Manassas  Junction  under  the  comniaiudof  Capt. E. D. Martin : 

He  started  from  camj)  at  Manassas  and  took  the  road  to  Sudley's 
Mills  on  Cathar]Hn  Uun,  about  twelve  miles  from  camp  in  a  northwest- 
erly direction.  When  he  arrived  at  that  place  he  saw  two  mounted 
men,  apparently  soldiers.  He  immediately  charged  with  a  portion  of 
his  men,  when  they  ran.  His  men,  following  rapidly,  fired  several 
times  at  them,  but  they  escaped  by  dismounting  and  leaving  their 
horses,  which  he  captured,  the  men  escaping  through  the  woods.  He 
then  advanced  Avith  his  command  in  the  direction  of  Aldie,  crossing 
the  run,  and  after  marching  about  a  mile  came  in  sight  of  three  mounted 
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men,  who  ran  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  they  also  dismounted  and 
escaped  to  the  woods,  when  he  took  possession  of  the  horses.  Nothing 
of  importance  transpired  until  he  arrived  at  a  point  about  one  mile  this 
side  of  Aldie,  where  there  is  a  tanyard.  He  was  informed  by  a  colored 
woman  that  rebel  soldiers  had  been  receiving  leather  from  that  place. 
He  could  not  find  any  linished  leather,  but  the  vats  were  all  full. 
There  are  five  or  six  men  at  work  there.  He  then  passed  through 
Aldie,  where  nothing  of  importance  transpired,  but  was  informed  that 
rebel  soldiers  were  in  the  habit  of  passing  through  the  town  nearly 
every  day.  He  stopped  the  command,  fed  the  horses,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Middleburg,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles  from  Aldie,  ou 
the  Winchester  turnpike.  After  going  about  two  miles  he  came  in 
sight  of  several  mounted  men  (ap])arently  soldiers),  who  ran  as  soon  as 
they  discovered  his  command.  He  sent  a  squad  of  men  after  them, 
ordering  not  to  follow  any  farther  than  a  bridge  this  side  of  Middle- 
burg, where  he  formed  his  command  and  cliarged  through  the  town. 
While  there  he  heard  lieavy  cannonading  in  tlie  direction  of  Winches- 
ter. He  saw  about  eight  soldiers  going  out  of  the  town  in  the  direction 
of  Upperville.  His  command  was  not  large  enough  to  surround  the 
town,  which  might  have  enabled  him  to  capture  the  entire  party. 
Thinking  that  his  command  was  too  small  to  advance  any  farther,  and 
in  consideration  that  the  horses  were  very  much  fatigued,  he  returned 
to  camp  by  the  way  of  Centerville,  hurting  nothing  of  importance.  He 
rested  his  command  for  about  four  hours  near  the  so-called  double 
tollgate  on  the  Fairfax  pike,  and  arrived  in  camp  on  tbe  23d  about  10 
a.  m.,  making  the  march  (a  distance  of  sixty  miles)  in  thirty  hours. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  COVODE, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Maj.  Robert  A.  McCoy, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
[33.J 


JAWUAEY  27,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Wayne  Conrt-House,  W.  Va. 
Report  of  Capt.  John  S.  Witclicr,  Third   West  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Barboiirsville,  W.  A'A.,  January  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have thehonortoreportthatin pursuance toordersreceivedfrom 
you  on  the  27th  instant  I  marched  at  daylight  on  the  27th  with  twenty- 
five  men  of  my  company  in  pursuit  of  a  body  of  rebels  who  were  reported 
to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Guyandotte.  I  marched  to  Gnyandotte,  crossed 
the  suspension  bridge,  and  went  up  to  the  mouth  of  Kussell's  Creek, 
about  one  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Guyandotte  Eiver.  I  there  learned 
that  a  body  of  rebels  under  the  command  of  the  notorious  Capt.  Hurston 
Spurlock  had  been  tliere,  and  after  capturing  Mr.  Smith,  the  deputy 
sheriff  of  Cabell  County,  wliom  tliey  robbed  of  about  $500,  and  Mr. 
Wright,  commissioner  of  tlie  revenue  of  Cabell  County,  John  Ferguson, 
a  magistrate,  and  four  or  live  veteran  soldiers  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth 
Virginia  Volunteers,  they  had  left  the  neighborhood,  taking  the  direct 
road  to  Wayne  Court-House.  I  pursued  them  until  I  came  to  the  forks 
of  the  road  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Guyandotte.  I  there  found 
that  they  had  divided  their  force,  one  party  going  on  the  Beach  Fork 
road  and  the  other  the  forks  of  Twelve  Pole  road.  From  the  best 
information  that  I  could  obtain  at  this  jjoint,  I  was  satisfied  that  the 
largest  party  had  gone  by  the  Twelve  Pole  road;  this  i)arty  numbered 
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about  thirty  men.  My  force  not  being  large  euougli  to  divide,  I  pushed 
on  after  this  party  with  my  wliole  command.  I  came  up  with  them 
about  10  o'clock  at  Squire  Barbour's  (whom  they  had  just  arrested), 
about  six  miles  from  Wayne  Oourt-House,  the  head(}uarters  of  the  rebel 
Colonel  Ferguson.  I  found  Captain  Spurlock  here,  strongly  posted  on 
ahill  with  thirty  men.  I  immediately  charged  his  position,  liring  briskly 
as  I  advanced,  and  after  a  spirited  skirmish  lasting  about  half  an  hour 
the  rebels  gave  way  and  fled  in  all  directions  tlirough  the  woods.  1 
ordered  a  vigorous  pursiiit,  and  two  of  my  men,  recognizing  Caj)tain 
Spurlock  with  live  of  bis  men,  gave  chase,  and  after  pursuing  them  about 
a  mile  succeeded  in  capturing  Captain  Spurlock  and  killing  one  of  his 
men.  Captain  Spurlock  fought  bravely,  firing  at  us  every  opportunity. 
He  shot  one  of  my  horses  five  times  with  his  own  baud.  The  result  of 
the  engagement  was  tlie  capture  of  Capt.  1  lurston  Spurlock  and  4  of  his 
men,  killing  3,  recai>turing  2  soldiers  of  the  ISTinth  Virginia  Volunteers 
and  2  citizens.  I  also  captured  10  Enfield  rifles,  5  revolvers,  and  3 
horses.  I  learned  from  the  prisoners  that  they  had  sent  Mr.  Smith,  the 
sheriff,  Mr.  Wright,  the  commissioner,  and  Squire  Ferguson  to  Wayne 
Court-House  by  the  other  route,  thus  preventing  their  recapture;  they 
had  also  disposed  of  the  money  and  papers  taken  from  Mr.  Smith  by 
sending  them  by  another  route.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall,  with  adetach- 
ment  of  the  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  came  up  just  after  the  engage- 
ment, but  our  united  forces  being  small,  he  deemed  it  prudent  not  to 
advance  nearer  to  Wayne  Court  House,  and  ordered  me  to  return  to 
Barboursville,  which  place  I  reached  about  sunset,  having  traveled 
about  forty  miles  in  twelve  hours  without  stopping  long  enough  to  get 
anything  to  eat  for  either  men  or  horses.  I  was  compelled  to  swim  the 
Guyandotte  River  on  my  return,  in  doing  which  I  had  one  horse  drowned. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  S.  WITCHEK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company  G,  Third  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Col.  W.  R.  Brown, 

Gommandinq. 
[33.J 


FEBRUAKY  14,  1864.— Affair  near  Brentsville,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  Carle,  Sixth  I'ennsylvanin  Reserves,  Provost- 
Marshal. 

Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 

Office  of  Provost-Makshax,, 
Gamp  at  Brisioe  Station,  Ya.,  February  14,  186i. 
Sir  :  At  1  p.  m.  to-day  I  accompanied  a  detachment  of  twenty  five 
men  from  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant 
Earley,  with  orders  trom  General  Crawford  to  cross  Cedar  Run  beyond 
Brentsville,  and  to  scout  through  the  country  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and 
a  halt  beyond  that  place  if  safety  would  apparently  permit,  ^^')^i]e 
passing  through  Brentsville  one  of  four  men  sent  in  advance  rode  back 
and  reported  three  rebel  soldiers  having  run  from  the  town  into  a 
thicket  of  pines  m  the  direction  of  Cedar  Run,  some  few  rods  farther 
on.  Upon  arriving  at  this  thicket  four  men  were  dismounted  to  examine 
through  It,  and  the  balance  of  the  party,  except  three  men  to  lead  the 
horses  of  the  dismounted  and  to  guard  at  the  bridge  on  the  side  of 
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Bieiitsville,  proceeded  on  tlie  road  to  <;ioss  the  bridge,  the  coudition 
of  which  wouhi  jiermit  the  crossing  only  in  single  file.    When  the  head 
of  the  colnnm  had  reached  the  o])posite  side  several  shots  were  fired 
frovii  a  thicket  of  pines  a  few  rods  in  advance  to  the  right  of  the  road, 
andheingin  an  exposed  position  which  afforded  no  chance  to  oppose 
the  adversary,  the  head  of  the  column  (about  eight  persons)  who  had 
crossed  with  the  officer  in  charge  dashed  rapidly  forward  to  a  point 
opposite  the  thicket,  about  fifteen  rods  beyond,  where  it  terminates  to 
a  point  extending  toward  the  bridge,  when  Major  Larrimer,  who  accom- 
panied the  expedition,  and  two  men  fell  killed  and  four  were  wounded 
by  a  volley  (apparently  from  carbines)  proceeding  from  the  thicket. 
This  brought  the  party  to  a  halt,  except  two  ofBcers  (the  one  in  com- 
mand) and  one  man,  who  had  gone  so  far  and  were  under  such  head- 
way as  to  make  it  prudent  to  go  ahead,  which  they  did,  passing  the 
enemy  masked  close  to  the  road  on  their  light.    Being  thus  separated 
from  the  officer  in  command,  I  assumed  command  of  the  party  (consist- 
ing then  of  thirteen  men)  and  went  back  to  the  terminus  of  this  neck 
of  timber,  intending  to  advance  along  on  its  right  to  endeavor  to  get  a 
view  of  the  rebels  and  if  possible  to  cut  off  their  retreat  and  attack 
them,  but  the  men  evinced  much  reluctance  and  hesitancy  in  following, 
and  it  was  only  by  force  that  a  party  would  go  dismounted  through  the 
thicket  to  where  the  njajor  was  lying,  upon  which  being  done,  however, 
he  was  found  to  have  been  stripped  of  his  boots,  and  the  enemy  had 
gone  (apparently  retired)  to  a  more  elevated  position  a  little  farther  on, 
as  vedettes  could  be  seen  at  various  points  and  in  different  directions. 
At  first  I  thought  to  pursue  and  attack  them,  but  the  other  ofttcers, 
Captain  llestieaux  and  Lieutenants  Scudder,  Schutt,  and  Quail,  de- 
nouncing the  pohcy  of  doing  so  with  so  small  a  party,  and  consider- 
ing the  diffidence  evinced  by  the  men  from  the  beginning,  I  deemed  it 
expedient  to  return  to  Brentsville,  where  I  posted  the  men  and  came 
into  camp  to  report  to  General  Crawford,  who  ordered  out  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  all  the  available  cavalry  force  attached  to  his 
headquarters  to  pursue  the  enemy.    We  went  this  time  about  five  miles 
beyond  Brentsville,  encountering  no  obstacle,  when  it  became  dark  and 
we  returned  to  camp,  having  seen  no  traces  of  the  enemy  beyond  where 
the  skirmish  had  ensued  except  fresh  tracks  of  horses  upon  different 
by-roads,  indicating  their  departure  in  groups  of  from  three  to  five 
each.    It  is  impossible  to  judge  what  force  they  may  have  had  con- 
cealed, but  I  doubt  whether  those  engaged  exceeded  our  own  number. 
Our  casualties  were  1  officer  and  2  men  killed  and  4  men  wounded.   The 
enemy's  could  not  be  determined,  there  being  one  dead  body  on  the 
ground  and  traces  (by  pools  of  blood)  of  some  two  others  having  lain 
and  being  carried  off. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'        -^  JAMES  OAELE, 

Captain  and  Provftst-Mamhal,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

Mai.  !''■  ^^-  McCoy, 

'  Acifj.  AsHt.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

[33.]  

Report  of  Maj.  Michael  Keririn,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

HdQBS.   ThIETEENTH  liEGT.  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALEY, 

Jtristoe,  Va.,  February  14,  1864. 
Ma.toe:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders 

/.  IT  A--,,    ,i«*.«;i;..«.    ^..rt   /./.mn-kicci/\TiA/l  rifhfAr  n.nfl    t,WATit,v-five 
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men  to  report  to  Captain  Carle,  provost-marshal  of  division,  I  detailed 
Lieut.  P.  S.  Earley  to  report,  who,  upon  reporting-,  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Brcntsville,  and  when  about  one  mile  from  that  place, 
across  the  Broad  Eun  bridge,  his  command  was  attacked  by  the  enemy. 
Major  Larriuier  (staff  officer)  ordered  him  to  charge  the  enemy,  which 
he  "did,  killing  some  5  of  them,  with  a  loss  of  3  killed  (1  major  and  2 
])rivates)  and  3  wounded;  none  captured.  We  also  lost  ibur  horses 
killed.  The  euemy  fired  from  an  ambuscade  in  the  pine  woods  on 
the  right  of  the  road.  The  horses  of  his  command  were  taken 
from  the  unserviceable  ones  of  the  regiment  in  order  to  furnish  the 
detail,  and  consequently  were  totally  unlit  to  move  and  unable  to 
attack  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Re-enforcements  being  ordered, 
I  proceeded  with  the  balance  of  the  command  and  scoured  the  country 
some  six  miles  beyond  Broad  llun  without  being  able  to  meet  the 
enemy  and  returned  to  camp,  arriving  at  8  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your   obedient 

servant, 

'  M.  KERWIN, 

Major,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Maj.  R.  A.  McCoy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- (I eneral. 
[33.J 


FEBETJARY  25-26,  1864. — Scout  from  Vienna  to  Farmwell  Station,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gasper  Crowninshield,  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 

Vienna,  Va.,  February  2(1,  1861. 
Sir:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  orders  received 
frOm  Colonel  Lazelle,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  I  left  this  camp  at 
7  a.  m.  February  I'S  with  the  following  force:  Second  Massachusetts, 
200;  Sixteenth  New  York,  200;  Tliirteenth  New  York,  125;  total,  525 
men.  1  marched  up  the  pike  to  Dranesville,  Avhere  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  were  said  to  have  been  the  day  before.  On  the  M'ay  up  one  or 
two  rebel  cavalrymen  were  seen  on  the  hills  on  the  right  of  the  pike. 
At  IJranesville,  having  satisfied  myself  that  no  large  force  of  the 
euemy  had  been  in  that  vicinity  since  the  day  on  which  Captain  Reed's 
party  was  attacked,  I  moved  on  to  Belmont.  On  tlie  way  up  1  could 
not  hear  of  any  force  of  the  enemy  having  been  seen,  excei)tin  small 
'parties.  I  also  leained  that  there  was  no  force  of  the  enemy  either  at 
Leesburg  or  vicinity.  I  learned  that  the  force  which  had  attacked 
Captain  Reed  had  gone  back  toward  the  Blue  Ridge,  i)assing  through 
Middleburg  on  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  22d.  A  Union  man  who 
had  just  come  from  Aldie  said  that  there  was  no  force  of  the  enemy 
there  or  in  the  vicinity.  From  Belmont  I  went  to  Farmwell  Station. 
Here  I  heard  of  a  small  party  of  ten  rebels  having  passed  down  toward 
Herndon  Station  that  morning.  I  also  crossed  Mosby's  trail  going 
toward  Aldie,  after  the  fight  with  Captain  Reed.  From  Farmwell  Sta- 
tion 1  went  to  Gum  Spring,  and  here  also  heard  that  the  rebels  had 
gone  through  Middleburg  with  their  prisoners  on  Monday  afternoon 
and  had  not  been  back  since.  At  Gum  Spriug  we  saw  two  rebels  in 
the  distance.  I  then  marched  to  Centerville,  and  thence  into  camp, 
reaching  camp  at  a  little  after  1  o'clock  this  morning.    From  all  that  I 
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can  learn,  I  should  judge  that  Mosby  had  a  force  of  300  men,  or  even 

r^tiriT^f  Jjf  attacked  Captain  Heed.     Many  accounts  put  his  force 
as  high  as  400  or  oOO  men. 

('eiy  resiiecCtatTy,  yoar  o6erfi'eni;  servant, 

C.  OKOWNINSHIBLU. 

Major,  Commanding  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Stone, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FEBRUAEY  28,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Spring's  Ford,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Udward  O'Sliea,  Thirteenth  I'ennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
Camp  near  Bristoe  Station,  Vn.,  Fchruary  29,  18(11. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  from  divis- 
ion headquarters  I  left  this  camp  at  3  a.  m.  February  28  with  a  detail 
of  fifty  men.  By  avoiding  the  road  and  keeping  in  the  fields  1  got 
between  Brentsville  and  the  bridge  over  Cedar  Run,  having  previously 
posted  guards  at  every  outlet  from  the  town.  I  then  advanced  to 
Erentsville  from  the  bridge  and  searched  every  house,  but  found  no 
enemy.  1  then  crossed  tlie  bridge  and  reconnoitered  through  the 
woods;  saw  nothing  of  the  enemy.  Returning  to  Brentsville,  I  took 
the  telegraph  road  and  traveled  rapidly  to  Bland's  Ford,  and  after 
crossing  dismounted  half  my  command  and  scouted  that  section  of 
country  to  a  i)lace  called  the  Forest,  crossing  another  ford  called 
Sprigg's  Ford.  I  crossed  this  ford  about  sunrise,  and  deploying  my 
men  as  skirmishers  I  proceeded  to  search  the  Forest  and  all  tlie  houses 
therein.  Here,  at  a  house  which  I  think  is  the  place  marked  deserted 
on  the  map  in  my  possession,  a  few  of  my  mounted  men  came  in  view  of 
a  house  from  whence  two  bushwhackers  emerged,  who,  on  seeing  the  sol- 
diers, made  for  a  pino  wood  close  by,  discharging  their  pist(»ls  as  they 
ran,  one  shot  wounding  one  of  the  mounted  men  in  the  arm  while  in  the 
act  of  dismounting  to  go  in  pursuit,  it  being  impossible  to  bring  a  horse 
through  so  dense  a  pines.  At  first  sight  of  the  bushwhackers  and  pre- 
vious to  dismounting,  the  mounted  party,  numbering  six,  discharged 
their  carbines  simultaneously  with  the  fire  of  the  l)ushwhai;kers'  pis- 
tols. By  this  time  I  arrived  on  tbe  ground,  bringing  with  me  the  dis- 
mounted men  with  whom  I  was  scouting  in  another  direction,  from  which 
direction  I  changed  my  course  to  that  from  whence  came  the  reports  of 
the  eight  shots.  I  got  a  view  of  the  enemy  whilst  making  through  the 
woods  and  jxtnred  a  volley  of  twenty  shots  after  him,  some  of  which  I 
believe  took  eflect,  for  one  of  the  bushwhackers  .lumped  some  two  feet 
from  the  ground  and  lost  his  hat,  which  was  immediately  picked  up  by 
my  men.  The  bushwhackers  pushed  their  way  through  an  almost 
impassable  swamp,  when  they  succeeded  in  getting  bey(md  our  view. 
We  saw  no  more  of  them,  though  making  a  diligent  and  thorough 
search.  I  captured  1  horse  and  horse  equipments,  1  saber,  1  Spring- 
field rifle,  1  officer's  hat,  which  formerly  belonged  to  an  officer  in  the 
First  Division,  Second  Corps;  4  ounces  coffee,  such  as  is  furnished  by 
U.  S.  commissary.  The  two  men  had  but  one  horse.  From  inquiries 
made  i  believe  one  of  the  bushwhackers'  name  is  Higgisou.    He  has  a 
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house  near  Sprigg's  Ford  at  the  mill.  His  wife  resides  there,  but  he  is 
never  at  home  when  I  get  there.  The  property  captured  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  quartermaster.  Arrived  iu  camp  at  12  m.  Dis- 
tance traveled  twenty  miles. 

I  am,  major,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  O'SHEA, 
Lieut,  Gomdfj.  Company  L,  Thirteenth  I'cnnsylvania  Cavalry. 

Maj.  K.  A.  McCoy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oencrul. 

[33.1 


MARCH  8,  1864.— Scout  from  Bristoe  Station  to  Brentsville,  Va. 
Report  of  Capt.  Andrew  II.  McHenry,  Thirteenth  Fennsylrania  Cavalry. 

Camp  near  Bristoe  Station,  March  8, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  iu  compliance  with  your  order  (verbal) 
I  proceeded  from  this  camp  at  6.40,  instant,  with  a  detail  of  forty 
mounted  cavalry  from  various  companies  of  this  (Thirteenth)  regiment, 
with  one  sergeant  from  Company  H.  Proceeded  about  south  by  south- 
east to  aud  through  a  part  of  improved  country  that  is  known  as 
the  Jersey  Settlement;  then  moved  eastward  by  private  roads  over 
plantations,  crossing  Kettle  and  Cedar  Runs.  The  latter  is  a  large 
stream.  After  crossing  two  or  more  roads,  public,  leading  northward, 
at  about  nine  miles  by  route  came  in  a  public  road.  At  about  ten  miles 
came  a  place  called  Cole's  Store.  The  improvements  here  are  two 
dwellings,  one  small  store-house,  a  shop,  aud  small  church  contiguous. 
The  country  so  far  is  comparatively  open,  but  few  if  any  places  in  which 
an  ambuscade  could  be  formed  or  a  surprise  made  by  an  enemy.  The 
country  has  about  95  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area  cleared  and  the  greater 
part  grown  up  with  pine,  red,  and  black  oak.  Searched  the  houses 
generally  so  far,  but  found  nothing  deemed  contraband.  Mr.  Cole  and 
one  very  aged  man  reside  here.  Mr.  Cole  informed  me  that  some  three 
days  prior  a  number  of  rebel  cavalry  passed  there  in  squads,  the  whole 
amounting  to  200  or  300.  From  this  took  the  public  road  leading  north- 
westward in  the  direction  of  Manassas.  At  about  one  mile  on  this 
road,  at  a  house  said  to  be  occupied  by  a  Union  man,  was  informed  that 
the  rebels  had  maintained  a  picket-post' for  about  one  day  and  a  half. 
Along  this  road  to  near  Cedar  Run  bridge  is  skirted  with  small  second- 
growth  pines  on  either  side,  generally  favorable  for  bushwhackers  to 
carry  out  their  mode  of  warfare.  Approached  the  Cedar  Ruu  with 
caution,  reconnoitered  the  position,  then  crossed  by  twos.  Came  to 
Brentsville,  examined  the  place,  found  live  hoitses  occupied,  including 
the  jail.  But  two  men  reside  in  this  town;  the  court-house  has  but  a 
part  of  the  roof  remaining  on;  the  houses  are  generally  iu  ruins.  The 
town  stands  on  an  elevation,  said  to  be  five  miles  from  Cole's  Store, 
nineteen  miles  to  Potomac  via  Dumfries.  From  this  came  to  the  Jersey 
Settlement,  from  thence  to  camp,  uot  having  met  or  seen  any  enemy  iu 
arms. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

A.  H.  MoHENRY, 
Captain  Company  <{,  Thirtecntlt  rennsylvania  Cavalry. 
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Note.— Arrived  at  Cole's  Store  10.13  a.  m.  Whole  distance  traveled 
about  twenty  jniles.  Arrived  in  camp  at  2.30  p.  m.  Kain  falling  nearly 
the  whole  time  of  travel. 

A.  H.  McHENKY, 

Captain,  djc. 
MaJ.  Michael  Kekwin, 

CommaniHtKj  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
[33.] 


MARCH  9,  1864.— Skirmish  near  Greenwich,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.  Michael  Kerivin,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hd^ks.  Thirteenth  Kegt.  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Bristoe  /Station,  Ya.,  March  9,  1864. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  White  with  a 
detachment  of  forty  men  left  tliis  camp  at  7  a.  ni.,  proceeding  in  the 
direction  of  Greenwich,  near  Avhich  place  he  was  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  Mosby's  command.  Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and 
Chincapin  Eangers,  numbering  in  all  some  200  men.  One  of  Lieu- 
tenant White's  coTnniand  succeeded  in  efl'ecting  his  escape  to  camp, 
rei)orting  the  circumstances  of  the  attack  to  me.  I  immediately 
ordered  Lieut.  Ed.  O'Shea  to  report  the  circumstances  to  you,  and  iu 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  colonel  commanding  the  division,  I 
repaired  with  the  whole  available  for(!e  remaining  in  camp,  numberiug 
In  all  some  sixty-five  men,  to  tlie  scene  of  action,  taking  the  road  to 
Greeuwicli.  When  within  three  miles  of  the  latter  place,  observed  a 
squad  of  about  fifteen  rebels  upon  the  top  of  a  hill  and  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  left  of  the  maiu  road.  Not  knowing  but  that  they  might  be 
in  force,  I  deployed  a  line  of  skirmishers,  advancing  cautiously,  in  the 
meantime  deploying  a  portion  of  the  connnand  to  the  left.  The  woods 
being  very  dense,  the  movement  could  not,  1  thought,  be  observable  to 
them,  and  calculated  getting  in  their  rear.  But  before  the  party 
approached  within  half  a  mile  of  them  they  left.  I  then  advanced  the 
whole  command  to  Greenwicb,  feeling  tlie  way  cautiously.  I  met  on 
the  road  three  men  of  Lieutenant  White's  command  who  were  wounded, 
and  one  who  had  been  captured,  confined  in  a  house  with  an  infantry- 
man captured  sometime  previously,  under  tlie  guard  of  one  man. 
liequesting  a  drink  of  water,  the  sentinel  went  to  a  spring  some  dis- 
tance away,  and  whilst  away  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  alone, 
the  infantryman  not  feeling  inclined  to  hazard  the  attempt.  From 
him  we  learn  the  following  information,  as  obtained  from  the  rebel 
guard  placed  over  him  and  his  own  observation :  A  party  of  about 
forty  of  Mosby's  command  charged  them  iii  the  rear  on  the  roarl,  whilst 
a  party  of  about  fifty  advanced  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  charging 
])iirty,  otlier  squads  also  attacking  ou  the  fianks  at  the  same  time. 
The  whole  rebel  force  was  commanded  by  Mosby,  consisting  of  the 
Fourth  Virginia,  Chincapin  Kangers,  and  forty  of  Mosby's  old  com- 
mand, the  latter  party  i)roceeding  Avith  the  prisoners  captured  through 
( ireenwich.  The  two  other  columns,  the  Chincapin  Rangers  and  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  crossed  Broad  Kun,  proceeding  in  the  direction  of 
Gainesville.  The  command  remained  one  hour  at  Greenwich,  during 
which  time  I  sent  parties  to  reconnoiter  the  woods  in  the  vicinity. 
Observing  no  indications  of  the  enemy,  returned,  arriving  iu  camp 
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about  G  p.  m.    The  casualties  will  foot  up  as  follows:  Ten  missing,  3 
wounded  (i)resent  in  camp). 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  KEKWIN, 
Major,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

MaJ.  KoBERT  A.  McCoy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

[33.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  A .  White,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Camp  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Near  Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  March  !>,  1864. 

MA.TOR :  1  liave  tlie  lienor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  are  the  par- 
ticulars of  tlio  scout  made  by  forty  rank  and  tile  of  the  Thirteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  under  my  command : 

I  left  camp  at  about  7  a.  m.  to-day;  aioved  up  toward  Nokesville. 
On  coming  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  that  ])lace  I  obliqued  to  the 
right,  and  throwing  front  and  rear  guards  out  proceeded  across  the 
country  in  the  direction  of  Crreenwich  and  came  out  on  the  Greenwich 
road  about  three  miles  this  side  of  Doctor  Payne's  house,  having 
thoroughly  scoured  the  roads  on  the  way.  Here  1  halted  and  with 
about  tiltecn  dismounted  men  skirmished  through  a  pine  woods  to  the 
right  of  the  road.  Finding  no  indication  of  the  enemy,  mounted  and 
moved  forward  very  slowly,  throwing  out  Hankers  to  ride  through  the 
woods  on  cither  side  of  the  road,  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  column 
off  the  main  road  whenever  it  was  practicable.  I  nrrivetl  at  Doctor 
Payne's  house  at  alxmt  10.30  a.  m.  Here  I  again  halted  and  sent  men 
to  skirmisli  through  the  woods,  also  to  search  Doctor  Payne's  house  and 
the  outhouses  adjoining.  Finding  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  enemy 
had  btien  there,  I  slowly  moved  on  ;igaiii.  On  coming  opposite  to  Doctor 
IJuifter's  house  I  took  sixteen  men  and  galloped  forward  with  them, 
giving  a  sergeant  coniraand  of  the  balance  of  the  men  (about  twelve 
men);  on  arriving  at  the  pine  woods  convenient  to  Doctor  Hunter's 
house,  I  dismounted  the  men  and  proceeded  to  skirmish  through  these 
woods,  when,  having  gone  but  about  100  yards  through  them,  i  heard 
cheering  and  immediately  after,  tiring  on  the  road.  The  men  holding 
the  horses  of  those  dismounted  succeeded  in  bringing  five  or  six  of 
tlieni  to  the  woods.  We  then  mounted  and  came  out  on  the  road 
when  1  saw  about  fifty  of  the  enemy,  mounted  and  drawn  up  in  line 
on  a  hill  northwest  of  the  aforesaid  pine  woods,  and  .several,  I  thiisk 
about  thirty,  riding  about  in  almost  every  direction.  I  then  tried  fo 
find  the  men  1  left  mounted  on  tiie  road,  but  could  see  no  one  but  the 
enemy  in  strong  force,  consisting,  as  I  afterward  learned,  of  the  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  Mosby's  guerrillas,  and  those  known  as  the  Chincapin 
Hangers,  the  whole  commanded  by  Mosbyin  person.  Knowing  that  no 
good  could  be  tlone  with  the  few  men  1  had,  1  ordered  them  to  get  to 
camp  as  quickly  as  possible  and  notify  Major  Kerwin  of  the  affair.  I 
met  two  men  of  my  <;ommand  coming  out  of  the  woods  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  outside  our  [lickets,  whom  1  ordered  to  catch  five  riderless 
horses  that  came  running  down  tiie  road.  Here  I  and  these  two  men 
remained  until  Major  Kerwin  came  up  witli  his  commaiul,  to  wliom  I 
reported,  and  with  whom  1  went  to  Creenwich.    The  loss  sustained  in 
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men  and  horses  is  as  follows,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  at  present, 
viz:  Men  wounded,  3;  missing,  10. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  WHITE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Maj.  M.  Kerwin, 

Commandinq  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
[33.] 


MARCH  11,  1864. — Scout  from  Bristoe  Station  to  Greenwich,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  Andreiv  H.  McHenry,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  March  11,  1804. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  your 
order  at  7.30  instant  I  left  this  ])ost  in  command  of  tlie  available  force 
of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  now  at  the  post,  and  proceeded 
by  the  route  leading  to  Greenwich  Plantation.  Upon  arriving  at  the 
exterior  line  of  our  pickets  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant  O'Sliea,  with 
Company  L,  as  advance  guard,  with  skirmishers  at  rectangle  with  the 
right  flank  of  his  command,  with  instructions  to  arrest  all  citizens 
found  on  the  route.  In  this  way  the  country  was  thoroughly  scoured, 
houses  examined,  and  information  obtained  that  could  reasonably  be 
done.  This  was  strictly  adhered  [to]  until  arriving  within  the  picket- 
line  of  the  Second  Infantry  (Eegulars)  near  Catlett's  Station.  The 
course  or  route  from  camp  was  by  the  road  to  Greenwich  until  arriving 
within  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  Observation  Mountain  (where 
we  saw  the  rebel  cavalry  on  the  9th  instant).  From  this  point  digressed 
to  the  left,  thus  avoiding  any  viev.^  that  could  be  taken  from  Observa- 
tion, Mountain,  passing  generally  through  land  covered  by  second- 
growth  timber,  in  part  small  jnnes.  About  three-fourths  of  the  land 
had  been  originally  covered  with  white  oak,  was  of  clay  formation,  the 
horses  sinking  each  step  irom  three  to  five  inches  in  the  flat  land. 
When  within  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  of  Greenwich  crossed  a 
small  branch  of  Kettle  liun.  Kunning  left  a  short  distance  farther, 
touched  on  the  northern  bend  of  Kettle  llun;  kept  this  run  to  left; 
raised  the  ridge.  A  part  of  this  was  red  shale  soil  and  firm  road. 
Our  skirmishers  dis(!overed  the  place  occupied  by  the  rebels  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  prior  to  their  attack  on  our  scout.  Arrived  at  Green- 
wich Church  (Episcopal)  at  11.06  a.  m.  Sent  out  one  detachment  to 
Gaines'  Cross-Roads,  New  Baltimore  pike,  with  Lieutenant  O'Shea; 
another  detachment  with  Lieutenant  Wliite  to  the  battleground  of  the 
9th  instant.  Diligent  search  was  made  for  men  that  might  have  fallen 
on  the  9th;  found  none,  as  all  our  men  are  accounted  for ;  nine  men 
made  prisoners  and  taken  away;  two  others  were  taken  and  escaped; 
eleven  horses  were  lost.  We  ascertained  from  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try two  of  the  enemy  Avere  mortally  wounded  and  one  favorite  white 
horse  was  killed.  They  report  tlie  enemy's  force  consisting  of  thirty- 
eight  of  Mosby's  guerrillas,  part  of  the  I'ourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and 
the  Chincapiu  Rangers,  numbering  from  250  to  300  men.  From  Gi'een- 
wich  proceeded  on  the  route  in  the  direction  of  Catlett's  Station ;  about 
two  miles  was  through  woo(ts  of  coke  red,  white,  and  black-oak,  the 
land  rather  sterile  and  roads  or  route  firm.    At  about  two  miles  and  a 


220  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXIII. 

half  crossed  Kettle  Eun.  About  one  mile  farther  cro.ssed  the  north 
branch  of  Cedar  Run,  i)assing-  through  cleared  laiid  and  along-  a  i»iiblic- 
road  until  within  the  picket-line  of  the  Second  Regulars  near  Oatlett's 
Station,  to  the  station;  thence  returned  to  camp  by  the  line  of  tlie 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad.  Had  no  information  of  guerrillas  on 
this  route  for  many  months.  The  peo])le  informed  ns  that  the  i-'onrtli 
■Virginia  Cavalry  had  orders,  to  return  to  Stuart's  cohiniand  ami  bid 
them  good-by,  and  was  to  meet  the  Sixtli  Virginia  Cn.valry  in  tbe 
mountains  (Blue  Ridge),  by  whom  tliey  were  to  be  relieved.  Arrived 
at  camp  at  4.15  p.  m.    Whole  distance  traveled  abont  thirty  fonr  miles. 

A.  11.  McllENUY, 
Captain  Company  (f,  TIrirtcenlli  Pcnnsijlrania  Carulnj. 

Maj.  Michael  Kerwin, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  Pennxylvunia  Cavalry. . 

[IndorseTueTit.  ] 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

March  11,  1804. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

One  of  the  twelve  horses  mentioned  in  yesterday's  report  as  being 
captured  was  abandoned  by  our  men,  he  being  foundered. 

M.  KERWIK, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
[33.] 


MARCH  28-29,  1864.— Scout  to  Aldie  and  Middleburg,  Va. 

Report  of  Maj.   George  F.  McCabe,   Thirteenth    Pennsylrania    Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Bristoe  Station,  Va.,  March  30,  1804. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

I  left  this  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  March,  on  a  scout,  hav- 
ing in  my  command  225  men  and  9  officers,  and  proceeded  by  way  of 
Manassas  to  Aldie.  Not  finding  the  enemy,  I  went  on  to  Middleburg. 
1  drove  the  pickets  of  Mosby's  command  from  the  town,  none  oC  the 
enemy,  with  the  exception  of  the  pickets,  being  there.  1  thei'e  learned 
that  Mosby,  with  from  400  to  GOO  men,  had  been  encamped  the  past 
week  six  miles  north  of  Middleburg.  As  my  horses  by  that  time 
needed  feeding,  having  marched  thirty  miles,  I  fell  back  to  Aldie  to 
feed.  Whilst  there  the  enemy  sent  forward  several  men  on  the  road 
and  hills  around  to  watch  us.  I  sent  forward  one  company  to  show 
fight  and  to  fall  back  if  the  enemy  would  attack,  that  I  might  have  the 
advantage  of  ground,  and  would  tight  them  at  the  east  end  of  Aldie,  as 
the  ground  and  roads  at  the  west  end  were  not  fit  for  me  to  use  a  small 
force  of  cavalry  against  double  their  numbers  without  great  danger  to 
the  safety  of  the  command,  and  as  I  was  well  aware  that  Mosby  would 
not  fight  us  unless  he  had  double  our  numbers  and  that  he  would  have 
to  have  all  advantages,  and  I  could  not  catch  his  few  men  who  were  in 
my  front  as  decoys.  I  discovered  during  the  time  that  he  was  trying 
to  draw  me  west  of  Aldie,  that  100  of  Mosby's  men  were  nearly  a  mile 
off'  and  northeast  of  Aldie,  evidently  intending  to  get. in  my  rear  if  I 
would  advance  on  Middleburg  to  engage  the  party  in  my  front.  I 
report  the  men  of  the  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Fifteenth  Virginia  Regi- 
ments of  rebel  cavalry  as  having  joined  their  commands.    No  eueiny  in 
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that  neighborhood  except  Mosby's  command,  which  may  be  set  down 
at  500  all  told.  He  is  plauuiiig  to  catch  the  wagons  going  out  from 
Fairfax  to  Washington,  and  tbey  should  use  great  care,  as  lie  is  going 
to  ambush  the  roads  in  tbat  vicinity.  I  arrived  back  at  camp  at  this 
place  at  (i  p.  ni.  29th  instant.  Command  all  safe  and  in  good  condition. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  F.  McCABE, 
Major,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Colonel  ^NIcCandless, 

Commaniling  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
[33.J 


JSTAY  4- JUNE  2, 1864. — Operations  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  River,  Va. 

Keport  of  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Kansom,jr.,  C.  S.  Army,  of  action  at  Chester 

Station,  AUiy  10. 

Headquaetebs,  &c., 
Near  Dreicry's  Blvf,  May  10, 1^01— 3.30  p.  m. 

Geneeax  :  We  moved  out  early  this  morniugand  at  10  o'clock  attacked 
the  enemy  near  and  at  Wiufree's  house,  between  the  turnjtike  and  Ber- 
muda road.  Barton's  brigade  was  on  the  turnpike  and  one  regiment 
ol  it  on  the  right  of  the  Beimndii  Hundred  road;  Gracie  on  the  river 
road,  his  lell  near  Howlett's  liousc.  We  had  only  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery— two  on  river  road,  one  on  turnpike,  and  one  near  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred road;  Dunovant's  dismounted  men  and  the  cavalry  under 
(General  Chilton  on  the  railroad  and  near  it.  The  attack  was  com- 
menced on  nearly  the  whole  hue  to  tJie  right  of  the  turnpike  at  once, 
and  for  a  short  time  seemed  to  be  jmigressing  favorably.  As  the  right 
under  General  Chilton  with  one  regiment  of  Barton's  passed,  it  was 
feebly  seconded  by  the  other  regiments  of  Barton's,  and  on  this  part  of 
the  Itne  the  men  behaved  very  badly  from  the  beginning  of  the  fight. 
After  about  an  hour's  firing,  Ceneial  Barton  reported  his  left  broken 
and  turned.  Ineflectually  1  tried  to  get  it  to  regain  its  lost  position. 
By  this  Gracie  had  to  be  ciiUed  suddenly  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike. 
Shortly  after  this  Barton's  brigade,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  was  thor- 
oughly demoralized,  and  1  knew  was  worthless  for  a  further  contest. 
About  12.4.^  I  fell  back  to  the  trenches,  which  we  have, just  reached. 
The  casualties  are  numerous,  I  am  informed.  Colonel  Cabell,  Thirty- 
eighth  Virginia,  is,  I  fear,  mortally  wounded.  The  most  of  the  ground 
is  covered  with  thickest  undergrowth.  We  are  trying  to  get  oft"  the 
wounded.  Some  fifty  prisoners  were  taken  by  us.  They  all  report  a 
large  force  between  the  rivers,  Butler  commanding;  W.  F.  Smith  and 
Gillmore  chief  subordinates.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the 
number  opposed  to  us.  The  work  of  the  day  is  very  unsatisfactory  to 
me,  and  the  only  consolation  1  have  is  in  hoping  we  prevented  or 
deferred  an  attack  on  Petersburg.  The  fatigue  of  the  men  seems  to 
be  very  great. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  EANSOM,  Jb., 

Major-Qeneral. 

p.  s. — There  has  been  no  firing  heard  toward  Petersburg  since  I 
attacked  this  morning. 

rdftnprfl]  liRAXTON  BRAGPtJ 
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pTirst  indorsement.] 

I  have  ordered  Colouel  Fry  to  report  to  General  Eansom  to  relieve 

General  Barton. 

B.  B. 

[SecoDct  mdorsement.] 

Kespectfully  returned  to  the  files  of  General  Bragg's  office. 

BUKTON  N.  HAKKISOjST, 

Frivate  /Secretary, 
January  17,  1865. 

[36.]  

Report   of  Lieut.   Col.  Benjamin   F.  Eshlcman.  commanding  Battalion 
Washington  Artillery,  of  operationa  May  5-21. 

Headquakteks  Battaxion  Washington  Artillery, 

Hear  Petersburg,  Ya.,  May  30,  1864. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Oa  the  5th  of  May,  by  order  of  Major-General  Pickett,  commanding,  I 
marched  from  camp  at  Model  Farm,  near  Petersburg,  with  the  follow- 
ing batteries  of  my  command:  First  Company,  Capt.  E.  Owen,  three 
Napoleons  and  one  bronze  8  inch  rifle;  Second  Company,  Capt.  J.  B. 
Kichardson,  three  Napoleons;  Thiid  Company,  Capt.  A.  Hero,  jr.,  three 
Napoleons;  Fourth  Company,  Capt.  Joe  Norcom,  tliree  Napoleons, 
making  twelve  Napoleons  and  one  3-inch  rifle,  a  total  of  thirteen  gnus. 
These  batteries  were  placed  on  the  eastern  fortifications  of  Petersburg 
in  the  following  order:  Captain  Hero's  in  Battery  No.  2,  commanding 
City  Point  road;  Captains  Nurcom's  and  Eichardson's  in  Battery  No. 
5,  commanding  the  City  Point  and  Broadway  roads;  Captain  Owen's 
in  Battery  No.  11,  commanding  Prince  (ieorge  and  Jordan  Point  roads. 
On  the  following  day  (<>th  instant)  Lieutenant  McElroy,  of  Third  Com- 
pany, was  placed  in  charge  of  three  Napoleon  guns  of  Bead's  battalion 
in  Batteries  No.  9  and  10,  commanding  Prince  George  and  Jordan  Point 
roads.    At  9.30  a.  m.  Captain  Owen  with  his  battery  was  ordered  by 
General  Pickett  across  the  Appomattox  liiver  on  the  line  of  Swift 
Creek,  and  on  the  following  morning  went  into-  position  on  the  road 
guarding  the  Swift  Creek  bridge.     On  tbe  7tb,  by  order  of  Col.  H.  P. 
Jones,  chief  of  artillery,  1  was  j/laced  in  command  of  all  the  artillery  on 
the  line  of  Swift  Creek.     Lieut.  Samuel  Hawes,  of  Second  Company, 
Washington  Artillery,  having  been  placed  in  command  of  a  battery 
(which  was  en  route  for  General  Morgan's  command  in  charge  of  Ser- 
geant Payne),  manned  by  some  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  Washington  Artillery  and  fnrloughed  and  convalescent 
men  from  Petersburg,  was  placed  in  position  atPort  Walthall  Junction 
and  engaged   the  enemy  upon   their  advance.     Perceiving  that  the 
enemy  was  about  to  turn  onr  left  flank,  I  ordered  Captain  Owen's  bat- 
tery down  at  a  trot,  but  re  enforcements  having  arrived,  driving  the 
enemy  back,  he  did  not  go  into  position.     At  11  p.  m.  he  was  onlered 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liglitfoot,  commanding  artillery,  back  to  Swift 
Creek,  our  trooi)S  having  retired  to  that  line.    During-  the  8th  and  9th 
there  was  general  skirmishing  along  the  line.    A  section  of  Lieutenant 
Hawes'  battery  was  engaged  at  different  times  during  both  days.     I 
ordered  over  Lieutenant  Britten's  section  of  Second  Company,  Wash- 
ington Artillery,  from  the  south  side  of  the  Appomattox  and  held  it  in 
reserve.    On  the  11th,  an  advance  being  ordered,  I  sent  for  the  remain- 
ing batteries  of  my  battalion,  stationed  across  the  river,  which  reported 
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to  me  -witli  the  foUowiug  guns :  Captain  Norcoiu,  Fourth  Company, 
three  Napoleons ;  Captain  Kichardson,  Second  Company,  two  Napo- 
leons, one  of  which  was  taken  from  Kead's  battalion;  Captain  Hero, 
Third  Company,  six  Napoleons,  three  of  which  were  taken  from  Read's 
battalion,  making  ibur  gnns  received  from  Eead's  battalion.  These 
batteries,  together  with  Captain  Owen's  First  Company,  and  a  section 
of  Second  Company,  under  Lieutenant  Britton,  made  a  total  of  seven- 
teen guns,  sixteen  of  which  were  Napoleons  aud  one  3-incli  rifle. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hoke,  commanding,  the  different  batteries 
were  placed  temporarily  with  the  following  brigades,  in  which  order 
they  took  up  the  line  of  march  toward  Drewry's  Bluff:  First  Company, 
Captain  Owen,  with  Corse's  brigade;  Second  Company,  Cai)tain  Rich- 
ardson, with  Hagood's  brigade;  Third  Company,  Captain  Hero,  with 
Ransom's  brigade;  Fourth  Company,  Captain  Norcom,  with  Kemper's 
brigade.  At  9.30  on  tlie  morning  of  the  12th,  the  enemy  being  reported 
advancing  and  our  troops  forming  in  line  of  battle,  I  ])laced  a  section 
of  the  First  Company  under  l^iieutenant  Brown  on  the  turnpike  at  the 
Half-Way  House  and  engaged  the  enemy,  driving  back  his  skirmishers 
and  disabling  one  of  his  guns.  At  night  Lieutenant  Brown  retired  to 
our  first  line  of  works  and  joined  his  battery,  which  was  afterward 
ordeied  into  the  work  to  the  left  of  the  Chesterfield  Court-House  road. 
Captain  Richardson's  battery  was  placed  in  the  work  on  the  left  of  the 
turni)ike.  Captain  Hero's  battery  was  i^laced  in  position  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line  on  Wooldridge's  farm.  Captain  Norcom's  battery  occu- 
pied the  works  between  Captains  Owen's  and  Hero's  batteries.  At 
9  p.  ni.,  by  order  of  General  Hoke,  Hero's  battery  was  withdrawn  and 
ordered  into  park  near  the  Chesterfield  road.  At  3  o'clock  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  13th,  the  enemy  liaving  turned  our  right  flank,  Caiitaiu 
Norcom's  guns  were  Avithdrawn  to  the  second  line  of  woi'ks.  Hero's 
battery  and  a  section  of  Owen's,  under  Lieutenant  Galbraith,  were 
placed  in  position  by  MajorOwen  (Washington  Artillery)  near  Proctor's 
Creek,  and,  opening  fire,  kept  the  enemy  at  bay,  thereby  affording 
Brigadier-General  Ransom  time  to  withdraw  his  brigade  and  form  a 
new  line  of  battle,  after  which  the  guns  were  retired  to  our  second  line 
of  works.  All  the  troops  having  fallen  back  to  this  line,  my  batteries 
occupied  the  following  positions:  First  Comijany  on  tlie  extreme  right 
at  Gregory's  Crossing;  Second  Company  and  a  section  of  the  Third 
Company,  under  Lieutenant  Stocker,  in  Fort  Stevens;  Third  Company 
to  the  right  of  the  sawmill ;  Fourth  Company  between  the  First  and 
Third  Companies  in  these  works.  Captain  Norcom,  Fourth  Company, 
found  four  iron  guns  (two  C-pounder,  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  and  one 
3-inch  rifle)  in  position,  which  were  manned  by  him  in  addition  to  his 
three  Napoleons.  On  the  14th  the  batteries  of  Norcom,  Richardsoii, 
and  Hero  were  engaged  at  different  times  duriiig  the  day.  The  enemy 
made  an,assault  at  night  on  Norcom's  position,  but  were  easily  repulsed 
by  him.  Lieutenant  Battles  giving  them  a  few  rounds  of  canister.  On 
the  l.Otli  there  was  but  little  firing  from  any  of  my  guns.  We  were  very 
much  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  On  the  Ifith,  having 
been  assigned  with  my  battalion  to  Major-General  Hoke's  division  for 
tlie  attack  as  soon  as  our  troops  liad  driven  the  enemy  from  our  outer 
line  of  works,  I  advanced  Captain  Owen's  battery  down  the  turnpike. 
Captain  Owen  sent  forward  Lieutenant  Galbraith  with  a  section,  who 
engaged  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries  (one  of  three  20-pounderParrotts 
and  one  of  two  Napoleons)  at  about  100  yards.  The  other  section  of 
the  First  Company,  under  Lieutenant  Brown,  was  placed  on  the  right 
of  the  road  and  opened  fire  with  great  effect.    Owen  soon  silenced  the 


224  MD.,  E.  K.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXIU. 

enemy's  batteries,  blowing  up  two  of  their  limbers  and  killing  many  of 
their  horses,  thus  causing  their  guns  to  fall  into  our  hands. 

At  this  juncture  the  valuable  services  of  Galbraith  and  himself  were 
lost  to  his  company,  they  both  being  severely  wounded.  Brown,  now- 
left  in  command,  still  kept  up  the  tire  from  the  battery,  although  liis 
men  were  falling  thick  and  fast  around  liim,  until  he  expended  all  liis 
ammunition,  when  he  was  relieved  by  a  battery  from  Major  Owen's 
reserve  artillery.  During  this  time  llichardson,  on  the  turnpike  between 
the  two  lines  of  works,  was  engaged  in  firing  upon  the  enemy,  who 
were  advancing  through  the  woods  to  the  right  of  tlie  road.  Norcom 
and  Hero  fired  on  the  enemy  iu  their  front  until  our  infantry  charged, 
when  they  ceased  firing.  One  of  the  20  pounder  Parrotts  captured 
from  the  enemy  (by  direction  of  General  Beauregard)  I  turned  upon  the 
enemy's  retreating  column.  This  gun  was  mauned  by  Captain  Ghisolm 
(of  the  general's  staff),  my  adjutant  (Lieut.  Edwin  I.  Kursheedt),  and 
Sergeant-Major  Randolph.  On  tlie  17th  the  batteries,  following  their 
respective- brigades  to  wliich  they  had  been  temporarily  attached,  weni; 
into  position  with  them  on  tlie  old  stage  road.  Tlie  First  Company, 
having  received  the  captured  guns  presented  to  them  by  General  Beau- 
regard on  the  field,  was  assigned  for  temporary  duty  with  Brig.  Gen. 
B.  B.  Johnson  and  placed  by  liim  in  jiosition  in  Howlett's  field,  on  James 
River.  On  Wednesday,  the  IStli,  at  12  m.,  a  section  of  Captain  Nor- 
com's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Battles,  was,  by  order  of  Major-General 
iloke,  sent  to  the  front,  where  it  remained  until  dark  shelling  tlie  ene- 
my's line  and  keeping  back  his  advancing  column.  This  section  was 
highly  complimented  by  General  Hoke  for  its  accuracy  in  firing  and 
great  execution.  My  men  having  undergone  severe  trials  and  discom- 
fiture by  marches  and  exposure  and  throwing  up  works  at  night  for 
sixteen  days,  now  required  some  rest.  The  horses,  having  been  kept 
constantly  in  harness  day  and  night  and  subsisting  on  very  short  rations 
of  corn,  were  very  much  jaded.  With  a  view  to  the  recuperation  of  my 
men  and  horses,  I  was  on  the  21st  ordered  by  Col.  H.  P.  Jones  to  the 
rear  with  the  batteries  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Companies 
(th'e  First  being  left  with  General  Johnson),  and  upon  reporting  to 
Brigadier-General  Colston,  commanding  at  Petersburg,  was  ordered 
by  him  to  place  one  battery  on  the  Swift  Creek  line;  the  Second  Com- 
pany was  ordered  to  this  position.  Subsequently  T  received  orders  troni 
General  Colston  to  place  one  battery  in  Battery  No.  2,  eastern  defenses 
of  Petersburg,  and  another  on  the  turnpike  guarding  the  Swift  Creek 
bridge.  The  Third  Company  was  assigned  to  the  former  position  and 
the  Fourth  to  the  latter. 

The  officers,  non-commissioned,  and  men  acted  with  their  usual  gal- 
lantry and  zeal,  such  as  has  been  displayed  by  them  on  many  bloody 
fields.  While  all  are  deserving  of  much  praise,  I  cannot  close  with- 
out paying  a  special  tribute  to  Captain  Owen  and  his  officers  and  men 
who  maintained  their  position  on  the  16th,  althongh  subjected  to  a 
galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  infantry.  Captain  Richardson  makes 
special  mention  of  Private  William  Forrest,  who  exposed  his  life  in 
replacing  the  colors  which  were  twice  shot  down  from  the  ramparts  of 
Fort  Stevens.  To  my  staff  officers  (Maj.  W.  M.  Owen  and  Adjt.  E.  L 
Kursheedt)  I  am  especially  indebted  for  thcirvery  valuable  services  ren- 
dered on  the  field.  These  officers  acted  with  their  accustomed  coolness 
and  gallantry.  Major  Owen  was  ordered  by  General  Beauregard,  on 
the  night  of  the  loth,  to  command  the  reserve  artillery.  He  desires 
special  mention  made  of  Frank  P.  Villasana,  chief  bugler  of  this  bat- 
talion, who  was  detached  with  Major  Owen  and  acted  aa  he  always 
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has  done  with  special  gallantry  and  courage  during  the  battle.  Before 
the  advance  of  the  army  from  Swift  Creek  toward  Drewry's  Bluff, 
Lieutenant  Hawes  was  ordered  with  his  battery  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Appomattox  to  the  eastern  defenses  of  Petersburg.  During  the 
engagement  at  Port  Walthall  Junction,  Lieutenant  Hawes  rendered 
eflflcient  service  with  his  battery  and  was  highly  complimented  by  the 
commanding  general.  Lieutenant  Braselman  and  Ordnance  Sergeant 
Meek  rendered  themselves  highly  efficient  in  promptly  supplying 
ammunition.  Sergeant- Major  Eandolph  proved  himself  by  his  un- 
daunted courage  worthy  of  the  highest  esteem.  Below  I  annex  a  list 
of  the  casualties  during  the  operation  near  Drewry's  Bluff.  The  bat- 
teries expended  2,430  rounds  of  ammunition.  Captain  Eichardson  had 
one  of  liis  guns  disabled  from  constant  firing,  cracked  in  the  muzzle. 
Captain  Hero  lost  the  rear  portion  of  a  caisson  which  was  upset  in  a 
ditch  of  one  of  the  works  while  changing  position  at  night. 


KUled. 

Woanded. 

Captured. 

3 
5 

Horses  and 
mules,  a 

Batteries. 

s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•a 

1 

5 

"3 

Firat  Company,  Cnptain  OweD     

4 
1 
1 

4 

2 
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3 
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1 

15 
4 

4 
8 

7 
9 

7 

7 

5 

5 

11 

11 

SccniidUompa'ny,  Captain  Hicliardsou. 
Thirfi  Company,  Captain  Hero 

12 

14 

18 

Total 

10 

2 

18 

I 

31 

27 

28 

a  Two  private  horses  killed. 

I  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  ESHLEMAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Cap't.  John  M.  Otey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[36.] 


Report  of  Capt.  Edward  Owen,  First  Company,  Battalion  Washington 
Artillery,  of  operations  May  5-16. 

Richmond,  May  26, 1864. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  battery 
in  the  campaign  on  the  south  side: 

On  the  5th  of  May  I  left  camp  at  Model  Farm  with  three  guns  (Napo- 
leons). Subsequently  my  rifled  gun  was  sent  to  me  and  was  placed  in 
position  the  same  evening  at  Battery  No.  11,  near  the  Prince  George 
road.  The  next  day,  the  6th  instant,  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Pickett's  headquarters  at  a  trot,  and  was  ordered  by  him  across  the 
Appomattox  Eiver.  Tlie  enemy  in  heavy  force  under  Butler  were  ad- 
vancing on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  via  Port  Walthall. 
I  went  in  posi  tion  on  th  e  turn  pik  e  about  two  miles  from  Petersburg.  The 
enemy  were  then  reported  advancing  on  this  road  in  heavy  force.  Be- 
sides my  battery  there  were  about  200  infantry  to  meet  them.  At  day- 
light on  7th  instant  took  position  on  the  road  protecting  the  Swift 
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Creek  bridge.  About  9  a.  m.  was  ordered  to  near  Fort  Clifton.  At 
3.30  p.  m.  was  ordered  by  yon  to  Port  Walthall  Junction  at  a  trot, 
a  heavy  fight  having  been  in  progress  at  that  point  for  several  hours, 
but  when  I  arrived  found  the  enemy  withdrawing,  so  did  not  go  in 
position.  At  11.30  o'clock  that  night  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lightfoot  to  march  quietly  to  Swift  Creek  and  to  place  one  sec- 
tion in  position  in  the  road,  jjrotecting  the  bridge,  and  the  other  section 
near  the  railroad  bridge  on  Dunlop's  place.  At  6.20  a.  m.  on  the  9tli 
instant  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  road  by  General  Johnson,  and  about 
9  a.  m.  was  placed  in  position  on  the  creek  on  the  left  of  our  line.  Our 
troops  had  all  fallen  back  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  and  occupied 
the  line  of  the  Swift  Creek.  At  10  a.  m.  heavy  skirmishing  commenced 
in  the  front,  and  soon  the  tight  became  general  with  artillery  tiring,  the 
shells  from  which  fell  very  near  my  battery.  No  enemy  appeared  in  my 
front.  At  4  a.  m.  on  the  10th  instant,  by  your  order,  I  again  changed 
my  position  to  Dunlop's  place,  placing  one  section  near  the  railroad  and 
the  other  farther  to  the  right.  At  7  a.  m.  a  battery  of  the  enemy  in  my 
fiont  opened  on  the  section  near  the  bridge  under  Lieutenant  Galbraith. 
They  tired  well,  but  did  no  damage.  I  was  not  allowed  to  open  on  it. 
At  9  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Galbraith  opened  on  the  position  wliere  this 
Yankee  battery  was,  but  found  they  had  left.  At  12  m.  opened  again 
on  them,  but  could  get  no  response.  Fired  about  forty  rounds.  The 
enemy  were  reported  withdrawing  all  day.  About  11  a.  m.  on  the  11th 
instant  was  ordered  to  join  the  battalion,  then  on  the  turnpike  in  rear 
of  Pickett's  division,  then  commanded  by  General  Corse,  in  the  move 
to  Drewry's  Bluff.  Moved  at  3.30  a.  m.  on  the  12th  instant;  continued 
our  march.  At  7.30  a.  m.  placed  two  guiis  in  position  on  the  turnpike 
at  the  Half-Way  House;  enemy  reported  advancing,  when  all  the  troops 
were  withdrawn  behind  the  fortifications.  1  was  left  with  one  section 
and  General  Corse's  brigade  on  picket.  The  skirmishing  continued 
heavy  in  our  front  all  day.  About  4  p.  m.  it  became  so  heavy  on  the 
left  that  I  took  one  Napoleon  to  the  field  and  opened  on  the  enemy. 
lUd  some  execution.  Shortly  after  this  the  enemy  opened  with  one  gun 
on  my  rifled  gun  in  the  turnpike  under  Lieutenant  Brown.  One  shot 
struck  the  wheel  of  the  limber.  Lieutenant  Brown  fired  a  few  shots  at 
them,  and  at  the  third  fire  disabled  the  enemy's  gun.  At  7  p.  m.  with- 
drew to  the  fortifications  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
Fired  to-day  eighty  six  rounds. 

About  4  p.  m.  the  next  day,  the  13th,  the  enemy  turned  the  right  of 
our  line  of  battle.  In  their  advance  Lieutenant  Galbraith's  section  did 
great  execution,  also  that  under  Lieutenant  Brown,  upon  the  enemy 
advancing,  they  having  a  fire  on  their  flank.  My  battery  was  greatly 
divided  on  the  line  of  works,  extending  over  a  space  of  at  least  half  a 
mile.  When  our  troops  fell  back  to  the  second  line  of  works  Lieuten- 
ant Galbraith,  with  one  gun,  brought  up  the  rear  with  General  Corse. 

In  this  engagement  had  no  one  hurt  in  my  company.  Fired rounds. 

On  the  14th  instant  was  placed  in  the  work  at  Gregory's  Crossing  on  tlie 
railroad.  Here  we  remained  till  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant.  About 
daylight  on  the  16th  instant  went  to  the  turnpike  to  await  further  orders. 
Moved  with  Major  Owen  to  the  second  line  of  works.  At  —  a.  m. 
ordered  by  yourself  to  move  to  the  first  line  of  works,  just  taken  by  our 
troops,  aud  if  I  could  to  put  my  battery  in  position  therie.  I  moved  down 
the  road  till  the  minie-balls  fell  so  thick  about  us  that  I  was  afraid  to 
take  the  battery  any  farther  for  fear  the  enemy  might  be  i>ressing  our 
forces  back  (the  fog  was  so  thick  I  could  not  see  twenty  yards  ahead  of 
me),  so  I  halted  and  sent  Lieutenant  Galbraith  forward  with  one  gun, 
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with  orders  to  lire  at  anything  he  sa-w.  Very  shortly  I  sent  forward  the 
other  gun  of  his  section,  but  could  not  then  put  tbe  other  section  in 
position  in  the  works,  as  the  enemy  was  just  in  front  of  tbe  works  and 
could  have  killed  all  my  horses  and  probably  men  while  moving  by  the 
flank.  After  this,  and  while  I  was  in  the  front,  Lieutenant  Brown  was 
ordered  by  General  Beauregard's  aide  to  take  position  to  the  riglit  of 
the  road  and  in  rear  of  the  line  of  Avorks.  In  these  positions  our  iire 
had  terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy.  Several  times  tliey  attempted  to 
advance  columns  up  the  road,  but  a  few  well-directed  shots  from  Lieu- 
tenant Galbraith's  section  would  cause  them  to  melt  away  into  the  woods. 
A  battery  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and  not  more  than  100  yards  dis- 
tant, composed  of  three  20-pounder  Parrotts  and  two  Napoleons,  suffered 
heavily  from  the  fire  of  Lieutenant  Galbraith's  section,  and  was  finally 
silenced  by  our  fire,  together  with  that  of  Hagood's  and  Johnson's  bri- 
gades. This  captured  battery  was  afterwards  presented  to  me  by  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  for  the  services  of  the  First  Company  on  that  day. 
About  8.15  a.  m.  I  was  struck  on  the  head  by  a  minieball  and  had  to 
leave  the  field,  and  very  shortly  after  Lieutenant  Galbraitli  was  struck 
in  the  hip.  Lieutenant  Brown  was  then  in  command  of  the  battery. 
He  withdrew  at  10  o'clock,  having  expended  nearly  all  his  ammunition. 
In  this  engagement  I  lost  four  killed,  viz:  G.  E,  Walden,  P.  D.  Sim- 
mons, n.  Peychaud,  George  Chambers,  and  11  wounded — Capt.  B.  Owen, 
Lieut.  J.  M.  Galbraith,  Oorpl.  C.  A.  Everett,  Corpl.  S.  Turner,  Privates 
J.  Meyers,  N.  B.  Phelps,  E.  Peychaud,  J.  J.  Norment,  C.  E.  Eossiter,  J. 
Wilson,  W.  W.  Spencer;  also  had  3  horses  killed  and  7  wounded.  One 
limber  was  broken  by  the  mules  getting  frightened  and  running  away 
into  the  woods.  I  fired  251  rounds,  viz,  rifle,  6  shell,  0  canister ;  Napo- 
leons, 125  case-shot,  16  shell,  13  solid  shot,  31  canister.  Lieutenants 
Galbraith  and  Brown  and  Sergeants  McGaughy,  Hardie,  and  Norment, 
also  my  corporals  and  men,  acted  with  conspicuous  gallantry.  Every 
man  did  his  duty  nobly.  After  Lieutenant  Galbraith  was  wounded 
First  Sergt.  J.  E.  McGaughy  took  command  of  his  section  and  still 
retains  it.  Lieutenant  Brown  now  has  command  of  the  First  Company, 
with  the  captured  guns  presented  to  it. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  OWEN, 
Captain,  Comdg.  First  Company,  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Eshleman, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

[30.]  

Report  of  Capt.  John  B.  Richardson,  Second  Company,  Battalion  Wash- 
ington Artillery,  of  operations  May  5-16. 

Camp  Near  Swift  Creek,  Ya.,  May  27, 1864. 
Colonel:  I  marched  from  camp  at  Model  Farm  on  the  evening  of 
the  5th  of  May  with  three  Napoleon  guns  of  my  battery  and  went  into 
position  on  Jordan's  Hill, commanding  the  City  Point  road.  Moved  on 
the  7th  to  Halifax  and  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  Eemained  there  until 
the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  I  moved  across  the  A])pomattox  River 
to  Swift  Creek  and  reported  with  four  guns  to  General  Hagoocl,  of  South 
Carolina.  Marched  on  the  Eichmond  turnpike  and  halted  near  1  he  Half- 
Way  House  for  the  night.  Marched  into  the  fortifications  at  Drewry's 
Bluff'  Friday  [sic],  the  12th.  On  Saturday  [sic],  the  13th  instant, 
abandoned  the  outer  works  and  occupied  Fort  Stevens  at  4  o'clock  iu 
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the  morning.  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fort  with  Captain 
Hankins'  battery  of  four  guns  and  my  own  battery  of  four  guns.  Soon 
after  daylight  the  enemy  opened  on  the  fort  from  sharpsiiooters  and 
two  batteries  (Napoleons  and  20-pounder  Parrotts),  which  was  kept  up 
without  intermission  from  daylight  until  dark,  to  wliich  I  replied  at 
intervals  throughout  the  day  with  the  guns  in  the  fort.  My  company 
flag  was  twice  shot  down  and  each  time  replaced  by  Private  William 
Forrest,  under  a  very  severe  fire.  Private  M.  Page  Lapham  was  mor- 
tally wounded  in  the'faco  and  since  died.  Private  George  Gessner  was 
severely  wounded  in  tbe  knee;  Oorpl.  J.  H.  Goodin  slightly  wounded 
in  the  arm.  I  would  mention  Thomas  Joynes,  David  May,  and  Ed. 
Mann,  all  of  Petersburg,  volunteered  with  my  battery  and  behaved 
conspicuously.  Ed.  Mann  had  his  leg  badly  injured  by  the  trail  of  the 
gun.  Sunday,  the  15th,  the  enemy  continued  their  fire  on  the  fort 
throughout  the  day.  Monday  morniug  I  inarched  with  my  battery 
from  the  fort  to  the  Richmond  turnpike,  when  the  attack  was  made  on 
the  enemy  and  was  engaged  on  that  road  between  the  two  outer  fortifi- 
cations. Remained  on  the  field  at  night.  Marched  Tuesday  morning 
with  the  column  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  On  Wednesday  Private 
J.  M.  Greenman,  of  my  company,  was  painfully  wounded  through  the 
leg  while  my  guns  were  in  ]>osition  on  the  line  of  battle.  One  of  my 
guns  in  Lieutenant  Britton's  section  was  dismounted  on  Saturday  at 
Fort  Stevens  and  so  much  damaged  that  I  was  comi)elled  to  send  it  to 
Richmond  for  repairs.  Also  one  of  my  guns  in  Lieutenant  De  Russy's 
section  was  damaged  from  long  use  and  constant  firing.  Thinking  it 
unsafe  I  exclianged  it  for  one  of  the  captured  Napoleon'guns.  I  have 
fired  during  the  several  engagements  about  490  rounds  of  ammunition, 
and  have  lost  C>  horses  killed  and  7  wounded  and  disabled.  Lieut. 
Samuel  Hawes  was  detached  from  my  battery.  Lieuts.  J.  D.  Britton 
and  George  B.  De  Russy  were  each  in  command  of  a  section  and  with 
me.  The  ofQcers  and  men  acted  at  all  times  with  their  accustomed 
gallantry. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  RICHARDSON, 
Capt,  Gomdg.  Second  Company,  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Eshleman, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

[36.J  

Report  of  Capt.  Andrew  Hero,  jr.,  Third  Company,  Battalion  Washing- 
ton Artillery,  of  operations  May  5-23. 

Camp  Third  Company,  Batt,  Washington  Artilleey, 

Dumi's  Hill,  Chesterfield  County,  Va.,  May  25,  1864. 

Colonel:  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  services  rendered  by 
my  company  since  leaving  camp  at  Model  Farm,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

May  5,  pursuant  to  your  orders  the  battery,  composed  of  three  Napo- 
leon guns  with  caissons  and  thirty  horses  for  same,  moved  from  camp 
at  Model  Farm  about  4  p.  m.  down  the  City  Point  road  to  Battery  No,  2 
and  occupied  the  same.  May  6,  guns  still  in  Battery  No.  2.  Three 
Napoleon  guns  with  caissons  and  twenty-four  mules  for  same  were 
placed  in  Batteries  No.  9  and  10,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  McElroy, 
manned  by  thirty  men  from  my  company.  (Guns  were  taken  from 
camp  of  Major  Read's  battalion,  order  of  Colonel  Jones.)  All  the  guns 
in  the  same  position  until  2  o'clock  morning  0th  instant,  when,  per 
orders  of  Major  Owen,  a  section  from  Battery  No.  2,  under  Lieutenant 
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McNeill,  reported  to  Captain  Sturdivant  and  moved  down  the  river  for 
tbe  purpose  of  firing  into  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  but  owing  to  an 
advance  by  the  enemy  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  frustrated  and 
the  section  returned  to  Battery  No.  2  at  dusk.  About  4  p.  m.  a  gun 
under  Sergeant  De  Blanc  was  moved  from  Battery  No.  0.  On  the 
morning  of  the  10th  instant  one  of  the  guns  was  moved  from  Battery 
No.  li  to  Battery  No.  7  and  placed  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Stocker, 
and  the  gun  under  Sergeant  De  Blanc  transferred  thence  to  Battery 
No.  8  (all  per  orders  of  Major  Owen).  Tiieutenant  McElroy  still  at 
liatteries  No.  9  and  10  with  a  section,  and  Lieutenant  McNeill  at  Bat- 
tery No.  2  with  the  remaining  section.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th 
instant,  per  orders  of  Major  Owen,  the  company  was  withdrawn  from 
the  several  batteries  they  then  occupied  and  marched  across  the  Appo- 
mattox River  to  Richmond  turnpike,  where  my  company  was  assigned 
to  Ransom's  (afterward  Corse's)  division,  and  marched  in  front  of  Ran- 
som's brigade  toward  Richmond  beyond  the  intersection  of  the  Ber- 
muda Hundred  road,  where  I  parked  for  the  night.  May  12,  about  G 
a.  m.,  the  line  of  march  was  resumed  and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  Half- 
Way  House,  where  I  halted  and  came  into  park.  About  1  o'clock  inoved 
over  to  the  river  road  and  placed  three  guns  in  position  in  the  rear  of 
Ransom's  brigade.  About  1.30  ]>.  m.,  per  orders  of  Brigadier-General 
Ransom,  I  retired  with  my  six  guns  to  Fort  Stevens  and  occupied  the 
works  on  tlie  left  thereof.  About  2.30  p.  m.,  per  yonr  orders,  I  moved 
thence  to  tbe  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  across  Proctor's  Creek.  About 
9  p.  m.,  by  order  of  Major-General  Hoke,  I  withdrew  my  guns  from 
these  works  across  Proctor's  Creek  and  parked  for  the  night  in  a  field 
near  General  Clingman's  headquarters.  May  13,  turned  over  to  Cap- 
tain Owen,  commanding  First  Company,  a  Napoleon  gun  and  caisson 
(received  from  Read's  battalion)  in  exchange  for  my  gun  and  caisson 
which  he  had  brought  from  camp  at  Petersburg,  Va.  Remained  in 
park  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when,  per  orders  of  Major  Owen,  I  moved 
down  to  Proctor's  Creek  and  came  into  battery  on  the  left  of  a  section 
of  the  First  Comi^any  of  the  battalion  and  commenced  firing  upon  the 
enenfy,  who  had  gained  possession  of  the  works  on  the  extreme  right 
of  our  lines.  After  half  an  hour's  firing  I  retired,  i^er  orders  of  Major 
Owen,  to  our  second  line  of  fortifications  and  parked  for  the  night. 
In  this  engagement  Private  H.  A.  Madden  was  killed,  H.  Guillotte 
wounded;  1  horse  killed,  3  horses  wounded,  and  60  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition expended.  About  11  p.  m.  a  section  under  Lieutenant  Sto<;ker, 
per  your  orders,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Captain  Martin,  commanding 
battalion  of  artillerj',  which  was  placed  in  position  in  works  on  turn- 
pike, and  moved  thence  to  works  on  the  left  of  Fort  Stevens.  On  the 
morning  of  the  14th  instant  I  placed  a  section  under  Lieutenant  McEl- 
roy in  the  works  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  and  a  section  under 
Lieutenant  McNeill  to  the  right  of  him,  adjoining  tlie  Fifty-first  North 
Carolina  Regiment.  Firing  was  kept  up  at  iiitervuls.during  the  day, 
confined  to  the  shelling  of  the  woods  in  the  immediate  front  of  these 
two  sections.  At  one  time  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  (since  learned  to 
be  tlie  Fortieth  Massachusetts)  advanced  across  the  open  field  in  front 
of  Lieutenaiit  McNeill's  section  for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  occupying  an  orchard  in  front  of  this  section,  but 
were  speedily  broken  and  driven  back  by  a  few  rounds  of  spherical  (sase 
from  Sergeant  Ellis'  gun.  Lieutenant  Stocker's  section  still  remained 
in  the  works  to  the  left  of  Fort  Stevens.  This  day's  losses  were  Pri- 
vate A.  Leefe,  wounded;  1  horse  killed,  1  horse  and  1  mule  wounded; 
also,  Lieutenant  McBlroy's  horse  killed. 
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Sunday,  May  15,  the  several  sections  in  the  same  positions.  Desul- 
tory firing  at  intervals  during  the  day  by  the  sections  of  Lieutenants 
McElroy  and  McNeill.  This  day  I  had  2  horses  and  2  mules  killed, 
also  lieutenant  McNeill's  horse  killed.  On  the  morning  of  the  lUth 
instant,  about  4  o'clock,  the  general  engagement  commenced  on  the  left 
and  firing  was  taken  up  along  the  whole  line.  I  0])eued  with  the  sec- 
tions of  Lieutenants  McElroy  and  McNeill  as  well  as  with  a  G-pounder 
gun  which  I  found  in  my  works,  shelling  at  long  distances  beyond  the 
woods  in  my  front,  where  it  was  supposed  the  enemy  had  massed  their 
troops.  Private  James  Crilly  was  wounded  during  this  firing.  Lieu- 
tenant Stocker's  section  reported  back  to  me  at  11  a.  m.    About  4  p.  m. 

1  moved  out  of  the  works  with  Lieutenants  McNeill's  and  Stocker's 
sections  to  our  first  liueof  fortillcations  and  parked  for  the  night  in  the 
field  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike.  Lieutenant  McElroy's  section  was 
sent  oft'  about  1  p.  m.,  per  orders  of  Major-General  Hoke,  with  Brigadier- 
General  Johnson's  command.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  the 
line  of  march  was  taken  up  toward  Petersburg,  my  battery  marching 
in  the  rear  of  Corse's  brigade.  I  proceeded  as  far  as  the  road  leading 
to  Bermuda  Hundred,  when  I  halted  in  the  road  for  the  night.     About 

2  a.  m.  May  18  a  section  under  Lieutenant  Stocker  (per  order  of  Major- 
General  Hoke)  was  sent  to  the  front  to  report  to  General  Corse  and 
placed  in  position  in  the  center  of  Corse's  brigade.  About  12  m.  Lieu- 
tenant McElroy,  then  in  position  in  front  of  Hagood's  brigade,  was 
relieved  by  the  First  Company  of  the  battalion,  and  1  moved  my  com- 
pany into  camp  in  a  field  near  General  Beauregard's  headquarters. 

About  9  p.  m. ,  under  Lieutenants  McElroy  and  McNeill,  was 

sent  to  the  front  to  throw  up  works.  About  3  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th  of  May  I  moved  the  guns  of  the  First  Company  (one  3-iu(!h 
rifle  and  two  Napoleons)  down  to  the  works  erected  during  the  night, 
and  at  about  7  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  supposed  whereabouts  of  the 
enemy  and  expended  ninety-five  rounds  of  ammunition.  At  dusk  these 
guns  were  taken  to  the  rear  of  my  camp.  The  3-inch  rifle  with  detach- 
ment and  horses  from  my  company  (per  your  orders)  was  sent  to  report 
to  Major  Kead's  battalion  and  assigned  to  Captain  (Jraham's  company. 
I  also  sent  a  full  detachment  to  Lieutenant  Brown  to  man  a  32-pounder 
on  the  left  of  our  lines.  On  the  morning  of  May  20,  about  3  o'clock,  a 
section  under  Lieutenant  McElroy  was  sent  to  the  front  and  occupied 
tlie  works  used  tlie  day  before,  but  were  withdrawn  about  11  a.  m.  and 
placed  in  position  near  the  section  of  Lieutenant  Stocker.  Per  orders 
of  Major  Owen  I  turned  over  to  Captain  Martin  two  Napoleon  guns  and 
caissons  and  a  limber  received  from  Ma-jor  Bead's  battalion,  and  by 
orders  of  Colonel  Jones  I  turned  over  the  3-inch  rifled  gun  and  caisson 
to  Captain  Graham,  thereby  relieving  the  detachment  of  horses  there- 
with. Private  E.  A.  Clark  was  bruised  by  the  explosion  of  a  gun-boat 
shell  whilst  serving  with  detachment  on  32-pouuder.  At  dusk  this 
detachment  reported  back  to  me.  Ou  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  instant 
my  four  guns  out  on  the  front  were  relieved  by  order  of  Colonel  Jones 
and  on  morning  of -'3d  of  May,  per  Colonel  Jones'  orders,  I  reported  to 
you  at  this  camp.  1  regret  to  aimouuce  that  on  the  night  of  the  12th 
instant,  on  retiring  from  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  owing  to  the 
narrowness  of  the  road  and  the  mules,  one  of  my  caissons  Avas  capsized 
in  the  moat  of  the  works  and  1  was  compelled  to  abandon  all  the  ammu- 
nition and  only  succeeded  iu  saving  the  limber  of  the  caisson.  By  this 
accident  Private  G.  Leclerc  was  seriously  injured.  My  whole  losses 
since  leaving  Petersburg  have  been  1  man  killed  (Private  H.  A.  Mad- 
den); 3  wounded,  viz.  Privates  Leefe,  Guillotte,  and  Crilly,  and  2 
bruised  and  injured  (Privates  Leclerc  and  Clark).     J  have  had  4  horses 
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killed,  3  mules  killed;  4  horses  -wounded  and  1  mule  wounded,  and  I 
have  expended  of  12-pounder  gun  ammunition  63  rounds  of  shot,  026 
rounds  of  spherical  case,  32  rounds  of  canister,  and  of  C-pounder  gun 
ammunition,  62  rounds  of  shot,  G2  rounds  of  spherical  case,  and  2 
rounds  of  canister,  making  a  total  of  1,878  [sic]  rounds  of  ammunition 
(including  3  rounds  shell  3-inch  rifle).  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  my 
lieutenants  for  the  zealous  and  efficient  aid  they  have  rendered  in  dis- 
charge of  the  arduous  duties  that  have  devolved  upon  me  in  this  cam- 
paign, each  one  having  been  dismounted,  and  to  my  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  for  their  ready  fulfillment  of  all  duties  imposed  upon 
them  either  by  night  or  day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  HERO,  Jr., 

Captain,  Comdg.  Third  Company,  Battln.  Washington  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Eshleman, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 
[36.]  

Bqaort  of  Capt.  Joe  Norcom,  Fourth  Company,  Battalion  Washington 
Artillery,  of  operations  May  5-21. 

FouETH  Company,  Washington  Artillery, 

Swift  Creek,  May  25,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
sustained  by  the  battery  of  the  Fourth  Company  under  my  command 
in  the  recent  engagements  around  Petersburg  and  Kiclimond: 

On  Thursday,  5th  instant,  three  guns  of  my  battery  of  Napoleons 
were  sent  to  Battery  No.  5  to  guard  the  City  Point  road;  the  other  gun 
by  order  of  Major  Owen  was  turned  over  to  First  Company,  Capt.  E. 
Owen,  and  nine  of  my  horses  to  Captain  Richardson,  Second  Company. 
I  remained  at  Battery  No.  o  without  anything  occurring  until  Wednes- 
day^ 8th  instant,  when  I  marched  in  obedience  to  your  order  at  8.30  a.  m., 
crossing  the  Appomattox  and  moved  down  the  turnpike  to  the  toll-gate. 
Here  I  halted  until  3  o'clock,  and  then  in  rear  of  KemiJer's  brigade  my 
battery  moved  toward  Richmond.  At  10  o'clock  Thursday  morning, 
12th  instant,  went  into  battery  at  Half- Way  House,  it  being  reported 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing.  At  1  o'clock  by  your  order  moved 
back  to  first  line  of  fortifications.  After  entering  the  fortifications  I 
moved  down  to  the  right  of  line  and  placed  my  guns  in  position,  two 
of  them  in  works  on  Mr.  Wooldridge's  farm  and  the  other,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Apps,  farther  to  the  right,  in  the  railroad  cut.  On  Friday 
afternoon,  at  or  about  4  o'clock,  the  enemy  having  flanked  the  fortifica- 
tions on  my  right,  by  your  order  I  moved  my  guns  out  on  the  road  to 
await  orders.  About  6  o'clock  moved  into  our  second  line  of  works, 
distributing  my  guns  as  follows:  One  gun,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
H.  A.  Battles,  in  a  work  to  the  right  of  Clingman's  brigade;  one  gun, 
under  Lieut.  G.  E.  Apps,  in  work  with  General  Corse's  brigade,  and  one 
gun,  under  Lieut.  William  J.  Behan,  in  work  to  the  left  of  Ransom's 
brigade.  In  the  works  occupied  by  Lieutenants  Battles  and  Apps 
were  the  following  guns,  which  were  put  in  requisition  by  some  of  my 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates:  Two  iron  6-pounders  in  work 
of  Lieutenant  Battles  were  manned  by  Sergeant  Fish,  Corporal  McDon- 
ald, and  Quartermaster  Sergeant  Haile,  and  in  that  occupied  by  Lieu- 
tenant Apps  was  a  rifled  gun  (3-inch)  and  howitzer.  The  rifled  gun 
was  well  served  by  Sergt.  John  C.  Wood  and  a  squad  of  men  from  the 
different  detachments.    On  Saturday  the  enemy  annoyed  us  very  much, 
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tlieir  sharpshooters  having  advanced  to  within  450  yards  of  our  lines. 
At  night  they  endeavored  to  storm,  but  were  easily  repulsed,  Lieutenant 
Battles  giving  them  from  his  gun  a  few  rounds  of  canister.  My  loss  this 
day  was  3  killed,  2  wounded,  and  1  bruised;  also  several  horses  killed 
and  8  or  10  wounded.  Sunday  was  occupied  in  watching  and  firing  an 
occasional  shot  at  the  skirmishers  in  our  front. 

On  Monday,  as  instructed,  we  opened  briskly  upon  the  lines  of  the 
enemy  massing  on  our  front.  This  lire  was  continued  until  the  charge 
was  made  by  our  men.  I  was  unable  to  follow  the  infantry,  they  having 
commenced  to  fall  back  by  the  time  my  horses  were  hitched  up.  Here 
I  beg  to  state  that  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  tire  from  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  enemy  I  was  obliged  to  send  my  horses  some  distance 
to  place  them  under  cover,  as  it  would  have  endangered  them  all  by 
keeping  them  in  works  which  were  enfiladed  on  all  sides.  My  men, 
while  in  these  works,  were  busily  occupied  every  night  strengthening 
the  works  and  building  traverses  to  protect  themselves  from  the  enfi- 
lading fire  poured  into  the  works  day  and  night  by  the  sharpshooters. 
On  Monday  afternoon,  the  enemy  being  driven  from  our  front,  I  reported 
to  General  B.  E.  Johnson;  halted  for  the  night  about  one  mile  from 
turnpike.  On  Tuesday  morning,  about  5  o'clock,  placed  two  guns  in 
position  under  Lieutenant  Battles,  near  Cheatham's  house,  and  shelled 
the  woods  for  an  hour.  Moved  on  about  7  o'clock  down  the  turni)ike 
and  road  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  in  rear  of  Clingman's  brigade,  and 
placed  guns  again  In  position  on  the  old  stage  road,  and  at  night  threw 
up  fortifications,  my  men  working  all  night.  At  12  o'clock  Wednesday, 
by  order  of  General  Hoke,  sent  Lieutenants  Battles  and  Behan  to  the 
front  with  one  section.  They  remained  there  until  dark,  shelling  the 
enemy's  line  and  keeping  back  their  skirmishers.  Lieutenant  Battles 
had  his  section  complimented  by  General  Hoke,  who  was  with  them 
part  of  the  time,  for  their  fine  shooting.  On  Thursday  morning,  at  3 
o'clock,  mo%'ed  two  guns,  under  Lieutenant  Apps,  to  the  pits  in  the  field 
to  the  left  of  Mrs.  Clay's  house.  They  returned  about  dark  to  their 
foTfner  position,  having  fired  over  100  rounds  of  ammunition.  Friday 
morning  again  sent  my  battery  to  the  position  occupied  by  them  the 
preceding  day.  We  did  not  open  fire,  but  were  ordered  back  about  10 
o'clock.  I  remained  in  position  until  Saturday  morning,  when  I  was 
relieved  by  Captain  Miller's  battery  and  moved  down  the  turnpike  to 
Dunn's  Hill.  To  Lieutenants  Battles,  Apps,  and  Behan  I  am  under 
many  obligations  for  their  assistance  and  the  readiness  displayed  at  all 
times  to  discharge  their  various  duties.  To  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  men  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given.  They  had  but  little 
rest  for  ten  days,  night  or  day,  yet  performed  their  various  duties  at  all 
times  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  4 
good  men  killed,  viz:  Corpl.  E.  G.  McDonald,  Privates  E.  A.  Mellard, 
John  Foulks,  and  Ed.  Condon ;  also  4  wounded,  viz,  Sergt.  J.  B.  Valen- 
tine, Privates  Martin,  A,  Norcom,  and  Hood;  1  bruised  by  horse  falling, 
Private  John  Shackler.  My  loss  in  horses  sums  up  Tkilled  and  11 
wounded.  My  battery  fired  during  these  various  engagements  585 
rounds  shot,  case,  and  shell.  Of  the  iron  C  pounder,  the  ammun'tion 
being  mixed  and  partly  damaged,  we  kept  no  account  of  the  number  of 
rounds  fired. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOE  NOECOM, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Fourth  Company,  Battln.  Washington  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Eshleman, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

[36.1 
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MAY  4-JUNE 12, 1864— Campaign  from  the  Eapidan  to  the  James  Eiver,  Va. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Merrill,  Seventeenth  Maine  Infantry, 
including  operations  to  July  31. 

Headqtjakters  Seventeenth  Maine  Eegiment, 

August  11,  1804. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  command  in  the  several  operations  of  the  present  campaign : 

First  epoch. — The  Seventeenth  Maine  llegiment,  under  command  of 
Col.  George  W.  West,  broke  camp  at  Brandy  Station,  Va.,  on  tlie  night 
of  May  3,  and  crossed  the  Rapidan  Eiver  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
with  21  commissioned,  5  acting  oificers,  and  439  guns,  and  bivouacked 
that  night  on  the  old  battle-field  of  Ghancellorsville.  On  the  5th 
moved  as  far  as  Todd's  Tavern,  when,  pursuant  to  orders,  the  direction 
was  changed  and  the  regiment  marched  by  the  left  flank  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  plank  and  Brock  roads.  The  brigade  (Second)  was  then 
hastily  placed  in  position,  and  this  regiment  was  carried  to  the  extreme 
right  of  the  Second  Corps,  moving  by  the  left  into  the  dense  woods 
skirting  the  road,  with  orders  from  General  Hays  to  connect  with  the 
Sixth  Corps  on  the  right.  After  repeated  attempts  to  discover  the 
troops  with  whom  tlie  connection  was  to  be  formed  had  failed,  the  reg- 
iment was  advanced  in  line  to  meet  the  enemy.  Flankers  were  thrown 
out  and  a  skirmish  line  established.  At  this  time  the  regiment  was  in 
advance  of  the  brigade  and  came  upon  the  enemy,  with  whom  they  at 
once  engaged.  The  right  of  the  regiment  was  then  thrown  forward, 
the  enemy  falling  back,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 
About  thirty  prisoners  were  taken.  Night  coming  on,  and  the  supply 
of  ammunition  failing,  no  i'arther  advance  was  made,  but  the  position 
was  held  till  fresh  troops  arrived,  when  the  regiment  joined  the  bri- 
gade at  the  rear.  The  casualties  of  the  regiment  in  this  engagement 
were  2  ofBcerS  wounded,  11  enlisted  men  killed,  65  wounded,  and  1 
missitig. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  regiment  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
brigade,  and  at  about  4  o'clock  the  whole  line  moved  forward  and  soon 
became  engaged  with  tbe  enemy,  driving  them  as  far  as  the  plank  road 
and  capturing  many  prisoners.  The  enemy  having  gained  a  position 
on  the  plank  road,  opened  upon  our  lines  a  most  deadly  fire  with  both 
musketry  and  artillery,  so  that  the  advance  was  checked.  The  Fourth 
Maine  llegiment  (Colonel  Walker)  on  the  left  and  the  Seventeenth  were 
disconnected  from  and  were  in  advance  of  the  brigade  line.  At  this 
point,  while  at  the  head  of  his  command.  Colonel  West  was  wounded 
by  a  musketball  through  his  leg,  his  horse  having  previously  been  shot 
from  under  him,  and  was  taken  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Walker,  of  the 
Fourth  Maine,  then  assumed  command  of  both  regiments,  but  was 
unable  to  hold  the  position,  as  it  was  flanked  by  the  enemy  and  the 
command  was  forced  to  retire.  Had  support  been  at  hand  the  result 
of  the  day  might  have  been  far  diflerent.  The  brigade  retired  and 
took  position  on  the  Brock  road.  About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  renewed 
the  attack  but  was  repulsed  with  great  loss.  The  casualties  for  the 
day  in  the  regiment  were  1  officer  killed  and  0  wounded,  12  enlisted 
men  killed,  74  wounded,  and  11  missing.  It  may  not  be  inappropriate 
here  to  speak  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  General  Wadsworth,  of  New 
York,  who  fell  mortally  wounded  during  the  engagement.  His  pres- 
ence on  the  field  under  the  hottest  fire  inspirited  and  encouraged  the 
men,  and  they  will  ever  cherish  with  pride  the  memory  of  the  chivalric 
braverv  exhibited  bv  him  in  this  battle.     On  the  7th  the  regiment  took 
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part  in  a  reconnaissance  made  by  the  brigade,  in  wbicli  the  casualties 
were  3  enlisted  men  killed,  5  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

iSccond  epoch. — May  8,  marched  rapidly  to  Todd's  Tavern,  intrenched 
and  remained  till  the  afternoon  of  the  0th,  when  the  movement  to  the 
Ny  River  was  commenced;  crossed  and  bivouacked  between  Ny  and  Po 
Eivers.  The  larger  portion  of  the  regiment  was  placed  on  picket.  On 
the  10th  the  picket-line  was  driven  in  by  the  enemy,  the  casualties  of 
this  command  amounting  to  10  enlisted  men  wounded  and  2  missing. 
During  the  day  the  brigade  was  not  engaged.  On  the  11th  the  regi- 
ment supported  a  skirmish  line  while  a  line  of  works  was  erected  in  the 
rear;  casualties  for  the  day,  1  officer  wounded  and  1  enlisted  man. 
During  the  night  the  regiment  marched  with  the  corps,  and  at  daylight 
on  the  12th  formed  into  line  and  advanced  in  the  charge  on  the  enemy's 
works.  Their  pickets  were  surprised  and  captured,  and  the  first  line 
of  works  was  easily  carried.  An  attempt  was  made  to  carry  the  second 
line,  but  proved  unsuccessful,  though  a  portion  of  this  regiment  passed 
beyond  them.  A  section  of  a  battery  taken  from  the  enemy  was  turned 
upon  them  and  worked  under  command  of  Captain  Pennell,  of  this  regi- 
ment. Major-General  Johnson,  a  division  commander,  was  taken  pris- 
oner by  Sergt.  Frank  Haskell,  of  Company  C,  and  Private  John  F. 
Totman,  Company  A.  The  regiment  remained  at  the  front  during'the 
day  and  jiight.  Casualties  were  3  enlisted  men  killed,  40  wounded,  and 
10  missing.  On  May  16  Major  Moore,  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, who  had  been  in  command  since  May  7,  was  relieved  by  me. 
On  the  17th  the  regiment  moved  into  the  front  line  of  works  and  relieved 
a  portion  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  occupied  the  position  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  First  Division.  Soon 
after  an  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy's  lines  by  the  First  and  Second 
Divisions,  the  Third  I)ivision  being  held  in  reserve.  Though  under 
fire  most  of  the  time,  we  sustained  no  loss.  On  the  19th  moved  with 
the  division  into  a  field  near  the  Anderson  house,  where  it  was  expected 
the  day  would  be  given  to  rest,  but  about  5  p.  m.  orders  came  to  "fall 
i4,"  and  we  marched  at  double-quick  in  the  direction  of  the  Fredericks- 
burg road,  where  the  enemy  (Ewell's  corps)  had  commenced  an  attack 
on  our  supply  trains.  The  brigade,  under  the  immediate  supervision 
of  Major-General  Birney,  was  formed  into  two  lines;  the  second,  consist- 
ing of  tte  Ninety-third  New  York  and  this  regiment,  was  placed  under 
my  command.  An  advance  was  ordered,  and  we  marched  in  line  into 
the  dense  woods.  Here  we  became  separated  from  the  first  line.  I 
sent  out  messengers  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  its  position.  Not  meeting 
with  any  success,  I  ordered  the  command  to  advance  toward  the  firing 
in  our  front.  We  soon  found  the  heavy  artillery  brigade  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  and  moving  to  tlie  front  relieved  a  battalion  of  the  First 
Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  forming  a  connection  with  the  left  of  the  First 
Brigade  (Colonel  Egan).  Night  coming  on,  a  picket  line  was  estab- 
lished in  our  front,  and  we  remained  in  position,  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  Earth-works  were  thrown  up  for  protection,  the  men 
using  tin  ])lates  and  bayonets  for  the  i>urpose.  At  daylight  the  whole 
line  advanced,  and  in  connection  with  the  First  Brigade  we  captured 
a  large  number  of  i)risoners.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy  having  with- 
drawn and  recrossed  the  river,  we  rejoined  the  Second  Brigade  and 
returned  to  camp. 

Third  epoch. — Pearly  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  we  commenced  a 
movement  to  the  left,  and  at  noon  passed  through  Bowling  Green.  The 
heat  and  dust  were  oppressive,  and  rendered  the  march  excessively 
fatiguing.     We  took  up  a  position  near  Milford  Station,  where  we 
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remained  till  the  23d.  A  strong  line  of  works  was  erected  in  anticipa- 
tion of  an  attack  from  the  enemy.  On  the  23d  started  at  daylight, 
and  in  the  afternoon  formed  a  junction  with  the  Fifth  Corps  near  the 
North  Anna  Eiver.  The  enemy  was  found  in  force  at  the  different 
fords,  and  strong  earth-works  had  been  erected  by  them  at  Taylor's 
Bridge.  A  portion  of  the  Third  Division  was  immediately  ordered  up 
and  to  Colonel  Egan,  First  Brigade,  was  assigned  tlie  duty  of  driving 
the  enemy  across  the  river  and  securing  the  possession  of  the  bridge. 
The  line  of  the  Second  Brigade,  under  Col.  B.  li.  Pierce,  was  formed  in 
a  belt  of  woods  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  from  the  river.  The  enemy 
occupied  the  crest  of  a  hill  in  our  front  sloping  toward  the  river.  At 
the  word  of  command  the  whole  line  on  the  right  moved  forward  in 
splendid  order.  The  enemy  broke  and  ran.  A  battery  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  swept  the  field  across  which  we  advanced,  but  our  line 
kept  on  till  we  came  to  the  river,  which  at  that  point  was  not  fordable. 
We  held  the  position  till  after  dark,  keeping  up  a  continuous  flre  upon 
the  enemy.  Our  whole  supply  of  ammunition  was  exhausted.  There 
was  no  brigade  commander  on  the  line.  I  sent  messengers  to  the  rear 
to  notify  the  brigade  commander  that  the  ammunition  was  exhausted 
and  to  ask  for  a  new  supply  or  that  we  might  be  relieved.  Failing  in 
this,  I  again  dispatched  a  messenger,  and  Colonel  Egan,  Fortieth  New 
York  Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  relieved  our  portion  oi 
the  line  with  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Trip]>.  During  the  whole  atf'air  both  officers  and 
men  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  The  casualties  were  1  officer  killed 
and  3  enlisted  men,  17  men  wounded.  Among  these  I  have  to  mention 
Lieut.  James  S.  Roberts,  Com])auy  B,  who  tell  mortally  wounded  in 
the  charge  and  died  on  the  next  day.  He  was  a  brave  .and  good 
soklier.  I  would  mentjon  with  praise  the  color  guard  as  cons]>icuous 
for  bravery  and  good  conduct.  During  the  night  we  were  engaged  in 
throwing  up  earth- works.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  a  heavy  fire  from  their  batteries.  About  10  a.  m.  we 
moved  across  Taylor's  Bridge,  and  in  the  afternoon  built  breast- works, 
all  the  while  exposed  to  a  severe  shelling  from  the  rebel  batteries. 
Lieut.  W.  F.  Noyes,  Company  G,  in  charge  of  the  brigade  pioneers,  was 
struck  by  a  shell  and  mortally  wounded.  He  died  at  his  post  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  was  buried  upon  the  field  a  short 
distance  from  the  spot  where  he  fell. 

Fourth  epoch. — During  the  night  of  the  2Gth  recrossed  the  North 
Anna,  and  moving  toward  the  Pamunkey  crossed  it  the  next  day  at 
about  5  p.  m.  On  June  1  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  First  Bri- 
gade, and  reported  for  duty  to  Colonel  Egan,  then  commanding.  On 
the  I'd,  at  midnight,  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Cold  Harbor,  and  on 
the  3(1  and  4th  were  under  fire  in  reserve  to  the  First  Division,  having 
several  men  wounded  by  shells.  Jmie  5  received  129  men  by  transfer 
from  the  Third  Maine.  From  this  time  till  the  12th  the  regiment 
remained  in  the  works  near  Barker's  Mills. 

Fi/ih  epoch. — On  the  night  of  the  12th  moved  to  the  left,  and  on  the 
next  day  crossed  the  Chickahomiuy  and  marched  by  the  Charles  City 
Court- House  road  to  the  James  River,  which  we  crossed  on  the  14th. 
On  the  15th  commenced  a  movement  toward  Petersburg,  and  at  night 
bivouacked  behind  rebel  fortifications  whicli  had  that  day  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Eighteentli  Army  Corps.  On  the  morning  of  June  IG,  at 
dayhght,  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  their  batteries  while  we  were 
lying  en  masse,  badly  wounding  several  of  the  officers  and  men,  among 
them  Capt.  John  C.  Perry,  who  was  at  that  time  in  command  of  the 
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regiment.  The  brigade  was  at  once  formed,  and  an  assaulting  column, 
consisting  of  this  regiment  and  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  was 
ordered  to  charge  and  take  the  enemy's  works  in  our  front.  An 
advance  was  made,  but  the  position  being  one  of  great  strength  and 
held  by  a  large  force  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  it.  The  line  was 
reformed,  and  a  second  attempt  was  unsuccessful.  The  enemy  were  too 
strong  and  tlieir  position  impregnable  to  the  small  force  brought  against 
it.  The  gallantry  of  the  charging  party  was  not  equal  to  taking  a  posi- 
tion which  a  whole  division  afterward  failed  to  carry.  The  list  of 
casualties  for  the  day  was  7  enlisted  men  killed,  2  officers  and  46 
enlisted  men  wounded,  5  men  missing.  On  the  17th  the  regiment 
occupied  the  front  line  of  works  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy,  where 
it  was  exposed  to  a  severe  and  incessant  musketry  fire.  Capt.  B.  C. 
Pennell,  Company  B,  then  commanding  the  regiment,  was  killed  by  a 
sharpshooter.  He  was  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier,  and  by  his  death 
the  service  has  sustained  a  great  loss.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  18th 
a  general  assault  on  the  enemy's  lines  was  made  by  our  forces,  resulting 
in  no  decided  success.  Our  loss  was  6  enlisted  men  killed  and  18 
wounded.  On  the  19th  the  regiment  occupied  an  exposed  position  in 
the  front  line,  and  was  relieved  by  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  Corps  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th.  Our  losses  were  2  enlisted  men  killed  and  7 
wounded.  From  this  time  until  the  11th  of  July  we  were  engaged  in 
erecting  works  and  picketing  on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  On  the 
night  of  July  11,  after  having  leveled  the  line  of  works  in  our  front, 
we  moved  out  and  took  position  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  where  we 
remained  till  the  13th,  when  we  moved  into  camp  in  our  present  location. 
From  that  time  till  the  25th  the  regiment  was  engaged  on  fatigue  duty. 
July  20  left  camp  at  5  p.  m.,  crossed  the  Appomattox,  and  after  march- 
ing all  night  crossed  the  James  Eiver  at  Jones'  Landing  on  pontoons 
just  before  daylight.  The  regiment  was  formed  in  a  beautiful  oak 
grove  near  Strawberry  Plains,  and  at  sunrise  the  .batteries  of  the 
enemy  opened  and  announced  that  our  advance  had  been  discovered. 
Throughout  the  day  we  were  in  the  reserve  portion  ot  the  brigade.  As 
the  enemy  were  driven  back  we  advanced,  and  at  night  formed  a  picket- 
line  on  the  right.  On  the  28th  we  relieved  the  Ninety-ninth  and  One 
hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiments,  and  remained 
on  picket  on  the  l^ew  Market  road  till  night,  when  we  were  relieved  by  a 
portion  of  the  First  Division,  and  recrossed  the  James  and  Appomattox 
liivers,  and  at  daybreak  on  the  29th  were  massed  in  the  rear  of  the 
Eighteenth  Corps,  where  we  remained  all  day.  At  night  we  moved 
into  the  front  line  of  works  and  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Tenth  Army 
Corps.  During  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  works  on  the  morning  of  the 
30th  by  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  we  were  exposed  to  the  shot,  shell,  and 
musketry  fire  of  tlie  enemy,  but  escaped  without  any  loss.  Returned 
to  camp  on  the  31st.  During  this  long  and  eventful  campaign  both 
officers  and  men  have,  by  their  bravery,  constancy,  and  devotion  to 
duty,  exhibited  themselves  as  worthy  soldiers  of  the  Republic.  I  would 
refer  to  the  nominal  list  of  casualties,  numbering  374,  as  a  proof  of  the 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  by  the  Seventeenth  Maine  Regiment.  To 
several  privates  warrants  as  non-commissioned  officers  have  been 
issued  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  during  the  several  enga"-e- 
ments  in  which  the  regiment  has  participated.  To  Major  Moo're 
Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Major  Gilbreath,  Twentieth 
Indiana,  who  at  different  times  were  in  command  of  the  regiment  I 
would  tender  my  thanks  for  their  valuable  services.    Our  gratitude'is 
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due  to  "Him  who  is  the  only  giver  of  all  victory"  for  whatever  of 
success  our  arms  have  achieved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  B.  MERRILL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Seventeenth  Maine  Regiment. 
Lieut.  J-  H.  LoCKWOOD, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade, 
[36  and  40.] 


Report  of  Maj.  Walter  A.  Van  Rensselaer,  Eightieth  New  York  Infantry 
(Twentieth  State  Militia),  including  operations  to  July  30. 

Hdqes.  Twentieth  Re&t.  New  Toek  State  Militia, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  6,  1864. 
Captain  :  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  209,  current  series, 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
no  casualties  occurred  iu  this  regiment  during  the  time  mentioned  in 
that  order,  and  also  to  submit  the  inclosed  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Major,  Commanding. 
Capt.  Ph.  Schutlee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[iDclosure.] 

Operations  of  Twentieth  Regiment  of  New  York  State  Militia  from 
May  1  to  July  30,  1864. 

FIRST  EPOCH. 

May  4. — All  public  property  that  could  be  taken  away  having  been 
removed  from  Brandy  Station  Depot,  regiment  marched  at  11  p.  m., 
and  bivouacked  at  Stevensburg.    Distance,  Ave  miles. 

May  5. — Resumed  march  at  6  a.  m.  Crossed  Rapidan  River  on  a 
pontoon  bridge  at  Gold  Mine  Ford,  and  reached  headquarters  of  the 
army  at  Wilderness  Tavern,  in  the  Wilderness,  at  7  p.  m.  Distance 
marched,  eighteen  miles. 

May  6. — Guarding  prisoners  of  war. 

May  7. — Guarding  prisoners  of  war. 

SECOND  epoch. 

May  8. — Marched  at  1.30  p.  m.  in  charge  of  prisoners,  and  encamped 
at  7  p.  m.  near  Piney  Branch  Church.    Distance,  twenty  miles. 

May  9. — Marched  about  six  miles  and  encamped  north  side  of  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Orange  plank  road. 

May  12. — Marched  to  near  Salem  Church,  on  plank  road.  Distance, 
six  miles. 

May  13. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  in  charge  of  7,000  prisoners  of  war  to 
Belle  Plain.     Distance,  seventeen  miles. 

May  li. — Marched  at  2  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  near  Rappahannock 
River  opposite  Fredericksburg.    Distance,  seventeen  miles. 

May  15. — Marched  at  8  a.  m.,  and  encamped  in  rear  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Va. 
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May  21. — G  and  I  Companies  marched  to  Belle  Plain  in  charge  of 
prisoners  of  war.  Remainder  of  regiment  marclied  at  7  p.  m.  down  the 
Bowling  Green  road  and  bivouacked  at  12  p.  m.  near  the  Massaponax 
Kiver. 

May  22. — Marched  at  o  a.  m.,  following  the  Bowling  Green  road,  and 
halted  for  night  near  Wilbon.     Distance  marched,  ten  miles. 

May  2S. — Companies  G  and  I  rejoined  regiment.  Marched  at  7  a.  m. 
and  encamped  at  Milford,  on  the  Mattapony.  Distance  marched,  nine 
miles. 

May  24. — Marched  at  3  p.  m.,  crossing  the  Mattapony  at  Milford,  and 
encamped  near  Wright's  Tavern.     Distance  marched,  four  miles. 

FOTJETH   EPOCH. 

May  27. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.,  recrossing  the  Mattapony  at  Milford, 
and  encamped  a  mile  west  of  the  Mattacocy.  Distance  marched,  fifteen 
miles. 

May  28. — Marched  at  7  a. m.,  and  passing  through  Newtown,  encamped 
near  the  Mattapony,  opposite  Dunkirk.   Distance  marched,  twelve  miles. 

May  29. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  and  encamped  two  miles  north  of 
Pamunkey,  opposite  jSIew  Castle.    Distance  marched,  ten  miles. 

31ay  30. — Crossed  the  Pamunkey  on  a  pontoon  bridge  and  encamped 
two  miles  from  bridge  on  the  Hanover  Court-House  road,  A  and  K 
Companies  guarding  bridges. 

May  31. — Moved  back  one  mile  nearer  bridge.  Total  number  of 
prisoners  of  war  received  during  the  month,  10,315. 

June  1. — Marched  at  11  a.  ra.  toward  White  House,  Va.,  and  biv- 
ouacked near  Old  Church.    Distance  marched,  nine  miles. 

June  2. — Marched  at  8  a.  m.,  and  passing  Old  Church  encamped  at 
Parsley's  Corner,  near  Anderson's  Mill,  three  miles  east  of  Cold  Harbor. 

FIFTH  EPOCH. 

June  11.— Marched  at  3  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  at  7.30  p.  m.  at  Tun- 
stall's  Station.    Distance  inarched,  eight  miles. 

June  12. — Marched  at  C  p.  m.  to  near  White  House  and  bivouacked. 
Distance  marched,  four  miles. 

June  13. — Marched  at  0  a.  m.,  and  taking  the  river  road  passed  Cum- 
berland Landing  and  Slatersville,  and  bivouacked  at  Eoper's  Church. 
Distance  marched,  twenty  miles. 

June  14. — Marched  at  5.30  a.  m.  three  miles  and  encamped. 

June  15. — Marched  at  3  p.  m.,  crossing  the  Chickahominy  at  6  p.  m. 
on  a  pontoon  bridge,  and  bivouacked  at  12  p.  m.  Distance  marched, 
fifteen  miles. 

June  16. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.  to  the  James  liiver  opposite  Fort  I*ow- 
hatan.  Crossed  the  river  at  3  p.  m.  on  pontoon  bridge  and  bivouiicked 
one  mile  beyond. 

June  17. — Marched  at  6  a.  ni.,  passed  Merchant's  Hope  Church,  and 
bivouacked  at  Knox's  Cross  Eoads  at  4  p.  m.  Distance  marched, 
eighteen  miles. 

June  18. — Marched  a*  3  p.  m.  to  City  Point,  Va.,  and  encamped.  Dis- 
tance marched,  tliree  miles.  Colonel  Gates  apijointed  military  com- 
mandant of  City  Point. 
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June  23. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardenbergh,  with  a  detachment  con- 
sisting of  three  officers  and  eighty  men,  embarked  on  steamer  Guide  to 
proceed  to  Point  Lookout  and  Fort  Delaware  as  guard  for  700  prisoners 
of  war. 

June  25. — Kegiment,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Lientenant-General 
Grant,  embarked  on  transport  and  proceeded  to  Wilcox's  Landing, 
where  disembarked  and  marched  toward  Charles  City  Court-House,  to 
report  to  Major-General  Sheridan.  After  marching  five  miles  was 
ordered  to  occupy  earth- works  two  miles  nearer  the  landing,  under  com- 
mandof  General  Getty,where  remained  about  three  hours,  when  returned 
to  the  landing  and  bivouacked. 

June  2(>. — By  order  of  General  Sheridan  embarked  on  steamer  and 
returned  to  City  Point. 

June  29. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardenbergh  and  detachment  rejoined 
regiment.  From  this  date  to  July  30  regiment  engaged  in  doing  pro- 
vost and  guard  duty  at  City  Point  and  on  the  lines  of  communication 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

W.  A.  VAN  EENSSELAEE, 

Major,  Commanding. 

[36  and  40.] 


Report  of  Maj.  James  W.  Walsh,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  including 

operations  to  July  30. 
Hdqrs.  Battalion,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  5, 1864. 

Report  of  part  taken  by  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  in  campaign 
from  May  4  to  July  30,  1864. 

FIRST   EPOCH. 

May  4,  1864. — Eegiment  moved  from  Brandy  Station,  Va.,  and  en- 
camped on  south  side  of  Rapidan  River,  at  Germauna  Ford, 

May  5.-vRegiment  moved  to  near  Wilderness  Tavern,  where  the 
enemy  having  been  engaged,  it  was  employed  in  provost  duty,  driving 
up  stragglers  and  escorting  prisoners. 

3{ay  6  and  7. — Regiment  employed  in  provost  duty,  escorting  prison- 
ers and  driving  up  stragglers.  Evening  of  7th  moved  about  8.30  p.  m, 
and  marched  to  Todd's  Tavern. 

SECOND  EPOCH. 

May  8. — Regiment  moved  to  Piney  Branch  Church,  and  after  a  short 
halt  marched  to  near  Spotsylvania  Court  House,  encamping  in  Spots- 
wood's  Beaph.    Engaged  in  driving  up  stragglers. 

May  9.— 'i'urnished  escort  to  accompany  the  body  of  Major-Genera/ 
Sedgwick. 

May  10. — Regiment  deployed  in  right  flank  of  army,  occasioned  by 
an  alarm  that  the  enemy  were  making  a  demonstration  on  that  flank. 
Evening,  broke  camp  and  marched  about  two  miles,  camping  in  an  oak 
woods  for  the  niglit. 

May  li.— Regiment  in  camp.  Parties  employed  in  driving  up  strag- 
glers and  keeping  the  roads  open. 
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May  12. — Engaged  in  escorting  to  the  rear  prisoners  taken  by  Second 
Army  Corps,  among  which  were  Major-General  Johnson  and  Brig.  Gen. 
G.  H.  Steuart.    Evening,  two  officers  and  fifty  men  were  sent  on  picket. 

May  13. — Engaged  keeping  roads  open  and  driving  up  stragglers 
from  the  woods. 

May  14. — Regiment  moved  to  front  of  Spotsylvania  Court-House, 
camping  on  main  road  leading  to  it. 

May  15. — Engaged  escorting  prisoners  to  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

May  16. — Regiment  in  camp. 

May  J(7.— Broke  camp  at  10  a.  m.  Moved  two  miles  to  the  left  and 
camped  in  an  oak  woods  opposite  Anderson's  house. 

May  iS.— Broke  camp  at  5  a.  m.,  and  marching  toward  the  right  of 
army,  were  employed  in  keeping  up  stragglers  until  noon,  when  the 
regiment  returned  to  camp. 

May  19. — Small  scouting  parties  out  hunting  up  stragglers  in  the 
woods. 

May  30. — Escorted  prisoners  to  Fredericksburg. 

May  5i.— Moved  at  9.30  a.  m.,  and  halting  for  a  short  time  at  Massa- 
ponax  Church,  marched  to  Guiney's  Station,  where,  finding  some  cav- 
alry pickets  of  the  enemy,  wire  ordered  to  the  front,  but  were  not 
engaged. 

THIRD   EPOCH. 

May  33. — Moved  about  noon,  and  crossing  the  river,  camped  on  Mr. 
Tyler's  place,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  bridge. 

May  33. — Marched  about  8  o'clock ;  halted  for  an  hour  at  New  Bethel 
Church,  and  camped  for  the  night  near  North  Anna  River. 

May  34. — Moved  at  6  a.  m.,  and  halting  at  Carmel  Church  until  4 
p.  m.,  marched  to  south  side  of  North  Anna  River  and  encamped  for 
the  night. 

May  25. — Moved  at  2  p.  m.,  recrossing  the  river  and  camping  on 
north  side. 

May  36. — Engaged  in  bringing  in  prisoners  and  escorting  them  to 
thft'rear. 

May  27. — Broke  camp  early  in  the  morning,  and  marching  rapidly 
down  parallel  with  North  Anna  River,  through  Chesterfield  Station, 
halted  at  Mangohick  Church  for  the  night. 

POUKTH  EPOCH. 

May  38. — Marched  at  8  a.  m. ;  crossed  the  Pamunkey  River  about 
noon  on  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Abney's  Ford,  Hanovertown,  and  went 
into  camp  two  miles  from  river. 

May  39. — Regiment  in  camp. 

May  30. — Marched  at  7  a.  m. ;  halted  at  Salem  Church  until  noon, 
when,  moving  a  mile  farther,  regiment  went  into  camp  in  a  pine  woods 
which  bore  marks  of  the  heavy  cavalry  fight  of  the  Saturday  before. 

May  31. — One  or  two  small  parties  out  driving  up  stragglers. 

June  1. — Marched  at  8  a.  m.  through  breast -works  over  a  very  dusty 
road,  and  halted  for  the  night  in  an  oak  woods. 

June  5.T— Marched  at  7  a.  m.  along  the  line  of  Eighteenth  Corps  to 
Cold  Harbor,  camping  on  right  of  road  leading  to  Old  Church.  Escorted 
prisoners  to  rear. 

June  3. — Regiment  in  line  near  Kelly's  house  keeping  up  stragglers 
and  escorting  prisoners  to  rear.  Returned  to  camp  in  after  part  of  the 
day. 

June  4. — Regiment  on  duty  collecting  stragglers. 
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June  5.— EveniDg,  under  arms  expecting  to  be  called  on,  a  charge 
having  been  made  on  the  line  of  Second  Army  Corps. 

June  6'.— Portion  of  regiment  sent  to  wagon  train  for  duty  in  its 
vicinity. 

Jtme  7  and  S.— Eegiment  in  camp.  Small  details  furnished  to  escort 
prisoners  to  corps  headquarters. 

June  9. — One  or  two  detachments  out  on  escort  duty. 

June  10  and  11. — lieginient  in  camp. 

June  12. — Broke  camp  at  '6  p.  ni.,  and  marching  parallel  to  the 
Ohickahominy,  passing  Saint  James  Ohurch,  camped  for  the  night  on 
Tyler's  plantation. 

FIFTH   EPOCH. 

June  13. — Moved  at  5  a.m.;  halted  at  Emmaus  Church  about  an 
hour;  crossed  the  Ohickahominy,  and  passing  Saint  Mary's  (3hurch, 
marched  to  Clarke's  farm.  Halted  until  headquarters  arrived,  when 
regiment  went  on  picket  near  Westover  Ohurch. 

June  14.— Scouting  parties  out  looking  for  General  Wilson's  cavalry 
division,  which  arrived  about  noon,  and  about  '6  p.  m.  regiment  returned 
to  Charles  City  Court-House. 

June  15. — Broke  camp  at  10  a.  m.  and  marched  to  James  iiiver,  halt- 
ing for  the  night  near  Douthat's  plantation,  liegiment  employed  in 
hunting  up  stragglers. 

June  Hi. — Broke  camp  at  9  a.  m.;  crossed  James  lliver  on  i^ontoon 
bridge,  and  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  Va. 

June  17. — Portion  of  regiment  engaged  in  taking  stragglers  to  dif- 
ferent corps  headquarters  and  part  on  duty  in  rear  of  Fifth  Corps  line. 

June  18. — liegiment  on  duty  in  rear  of  Fifth  Corps  line. 

June  19. — Kegimeut  on  picket  on  left  of  army. 

June  20. — Regiment  on  picket.    Returned  to  camp  late  in  the  evening. 

June  21. — Engaged  bringing  in  prisoners  and  escorting  stragglers  to 
different  corps  headquarters. 

June  22. — Broke  camp  at  7  a.  m. ;  crossed  Suffolk  railroad,  and  after 
scouting  during  the  day  on  left  flank  of  army,  camped  near  old  Jeru- 
salein  plank  road. 

June  23. — Moved  about  10  a.  m.  one  mile  farther  front,  and  went  into 
camp.  Evening,  portion  of  regiment  on  duty  on  line  occupied  by  Sixth 
Army  Corps. 

June  24. — Regiment  scouting  in  the  direction  of  Surry  Court-House. 

Jrine  25. — Regiment  in  camp. 

June  26. — Small  parties  taking  prisoners  to  different  corps  liead- 
quarters. 

June  27. — Regiment  in  camp. 

June  28. — Small  parties  out  hunting  up  stragglers. 

June  29, — Regiment  on  picket  on  left  of  lino. 

June  30. — Regiment  returned  to  camp  in  evening  at  9  p.  m. 

July  1  and   2. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  3. — Engaged  escorting  prisoners  to  different  corps  headquar- 
ters. 

July  4,  5,  and  6. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  7. — Engaged  escorting  stragglers  to  different  corps  headquar- 
ters. 

July  8. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  9. — Regiment  on  escort  duty. 

July  10. — Portion  of  regiment  engaged  in  examination  of  corps  trains 
for  unlicensed  sutlers. 
16  R  R- 
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July  11. — Portion  of  regiment  scouting  in  the  evening. 

July  12. — Broke  camp  at  8  a.  m.,  marching  toward  the  right  and 
one  mile  and  a  half  in  rear  of  Eighteenth  Corps  line,  and  went  into 
camp. 

Jtihj  13  and  14. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  15. — Keginient  under  arms  and  present  at  execution  of  two 
soldiers. 

July  16  and  17. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  18. — Small  parties  escorting  prisoners  to  ditterent  corps  head- 
quarters. 

July  19  and  20. — Portion  of  regiment  on  escort  duty. 

July  21. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  22,  23,  21,  and  55.— Small  parties  out  on  escort  duty. 

July  26,  27,  and  2s. — Regiment  in  camp. 

July  29. — Escorting  prisoners. 

July  30. — Regiment  in  saddle  at  3.30  fa.  m.];  moved  to  front  and 
drawn  up  in  line  in  rear  of  troops  of  Eighteenth  Corps.  After  tlie 
explosion  of  the  mine,  escorted  a  few  prisoners  to  the  rear.  Returned 
to  camii  about  noon. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  WALSH, 
Major,  Commanding  Battalion,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

[36  and  40.] 


Report  of  Col.  Andrew^  H.  Tippin,  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
including  operations  to  June  30. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-etctHth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

August  6,  1864. 

Captain:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  called  for 
by  Special  Orders,  No.  209,  head(iuarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August 
5, 1864,  of  the  part  taken  bj^  this  regiment  in  the  several  operations  of 
the  campaign  from  the  date  mentioned  and  in  the  order  required: 

First  epoch. — (iuarding  prisoners,  under  direction  of  provost-mar shal- 
general.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  arresting  stragglers  from  the 
dittVrent  corps  composing  the  array. 

Second  epoch. — Guarding  prisoners,  and,  in  connection  with  other 
troops,  delivered  about  7,500  rebel  prisoners  to  General  Abercrombie 
at  Belle  Plain,  Va. 

Third  epoch. — Guarding  prisoners  and  headquarters  wagon  train. 
Brisk  skirmish  at  Guiney's  Bridge  on  May  21,  and  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing the  enemy  (in  connection  with  the  troops  of  the  brigade)  from  his 
position. 

Fourth  epoch. — Guarding  prisoners  and  headquarters  wagon  train. 

Fifth  epoch. — Guarding  prisoners  and  headquarters  wagon  train.     On 
the  night  of  the  23d  June  moved  to  the  left  of  the  line,  south  of  Peters 
burg,  for  the  ])urpose  of  supporting  Battery  E,  Fiftli  Q.  S.  Artillery. 
Was  relieved  the  next  morning.     Occupied  the  same  position  on  the 
20th,  and  relieved  on  the  evening  of  the  30th. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  H.  TIPPTK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania   Volunteers. 

Capt.  Ph.  Schuyler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[36  and  40.] 
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Report  of  Gol.  Charles  H.  T.  Gollis,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  including  operations  to  July  31. 

• 

Hdqbs.  114th  Ebgiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

August  9, 1864. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  my 
regiment  during  the  campaign  of  the  spring  and  summer  of  1864: 

FIRST  epoch. 

Left  Brandy  Station,  near  Oulpeper,  Va.,  on  the  morning  of  May  4 
witli  16  officers  and  232  men.  Marched  in  charge  of  general  headquar- 
ters train  to  Oulpeper  Mine  Ford.  Crossed  the  ford  and  went  into 
camp  at  8.30  p.  m. 

May  5. — Marched  to  Wilderness  Tavern,  Was  temporarily  assigned 
to  Major-General  Warren.    Eo  die  returned  to  headquarters. 

SECOND  epoch. 

May  7. — Marched  to  Todd's  Tavern. 

May  8. — Marched  to  Lewis'  farm  on  Spotsylvania  road,  four  miles 
from  Spotsylvania. 

May  12. — Changed  camp  to  Armstrong's  farm. 

May  14. — Changed  camp  to  Harris'  farm. 

3Iay  17. — Changed  camp  to  Anderson'    farm. 

May  18. — Changed  camp  to  Harris'  farm,  but  returned  to  Anderson's 
farm. 

THIED  EPOCH. 

May  21. — Broke  camp  at  5.30  a.  m.  and  marched  in  charge  of  wagon 
train  toward  Guiney's  Station.  At  12  m.  heard  that  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry were  in  our  front.  Ordered  my  own  regiment  and  Sixty  eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  the  head  of  the  train.  Deployed  two  com- 
panies of  the  Sixty-eighth  on  each  side  of  the  road  and  threw  out 
flankers.  Moved  forward  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Cuiney's  Bridge,  to 
which  point  the  enemy  had  retired.  Sent  Captain  Gallagher  with  fifty 
men  of  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  report  to  the  officer  at 
the  bridge  (Colonel  Pope,  I  believe).  Not  knowing  which  road  the 
wagon  train  was  ordered  to  take  I  halted  here  for  further  instructions. 
Received  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  in  person  to  "  drive 
the  enemy  from  the  bridge  and  bold  it."  Moved  to  the  bridge  with  my 
own  regiment  and  the  Sixty  eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Ordered 
Captain  Gallagher  to  carry  the  bridge  by  assault.  The  attempt  was 
made  with  commendable  gallantry,  but,  owing  to  barricades  thrown  up 
by  the  enemy,  failed.  I  then  put  my  own  regiment  (in  charge  of  Major 
Bo  wen)  across  the  stream  below  the  bridge,  and  directed  him  to  move 
rapidly  on  the  enemy,  drive  them  from  the  bridge,  and  capture  his  entire 
force  if  possible.  This  movement  had  the  desired  ett'ect  of  clearing 
the  way.  The  enemy  immediately  retired,  and  after  crossing  my  whole 
force,  now  augmented  by  the  arrival  of  a  battalion  of  regular  engineers 
(Capt. )  and  a  squadron  of  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry  (Cap- 
tain Adams),  I  deployed  my  infantry  as  skirmishers,  moved  rapidly 
forward,  and  directed  Captain  Adams  to  move  through  the  woods  on 
my  left  to  the  enemy's  right  flank,  attack  him  in  reverse,  and  capture 
his  right  wing.  Captain  Adams,  however,  owing  to  the  swampy  nature 
of  the  ground,  was  unable  to  execute  this  order.    Having  driven  the 
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enemy  to  Catlett's  house,  I  was  relieved  by  a  brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
aud  returned  to  headquarters.  1  lost  1  man  killed  and  2  wounded  in 
the  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Captured  2  officers  and  9 
men  and  killed  and  wounded  a  few  of  the  enemy. 

May  22. — Encamped  at  Tyler's  farm. 

May  23. — Marched  to  Chesterfield's,  or  Montague's,  farm. 

May  24. — Crossed  North  Anna  at  Jericho  Mills. 

May  25. — Kecrossed  North  Anna  at  Island  Ford. 

FOURTH   EPOCH. 

May  27. — Marched  to  Mangohick.  Started  at  3  a.  m. ;  went  into 
camp  at  4  p.  m. 

May  28. — Crossed  Pamunkey  and  went  into  camp  on farm. 

May  30. — Marched  to  Salem  Church. 
June  1. — Marched  to  Armstrong's  farm. 
June  2. — ^Marched  to  Cold  Harbor. 

PIFTH  EPOCH. 

June  12. — Marched  to  Summit  Station. 

June  13. — Crossed  Chickahominy  at  Long  Bridge  and  went  into  camp 
at  Charles  City  Court-House. 

June  15. — Arrived  at  Wilcox's  Landing,  on  James  Itiver. 

June  16. — Grossed  James  River  and  went  into  camp  on  Bryan's  farm, 
near  Petersburg. 

June  22. — Moved  to  Jones'  farm. 

June  23. — Regiment  ordered  to  left  flank  of  the  army  to  report  to 
commanding  officer  of  a  brigade  in  Fifth  Corps;  threw  up  works; 
returned  to  camp  same  night. 

June  29. — Ordered  to  report  to  General  Gibbon  at  the  Williams 
house. 

Juyie  30. — Returned  to  camp. 

^uly  12. — Changed  camp  to  present  location. 

There  have  been  no  casualties  in  my  regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  H.  T.  COLLIS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Ph.  Schuyler, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[36  and  40.] 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early,  C.  S.  Army,  of  overations  May  30- 

June  6, 

Mat  30,  [1864]— 11  p.  m. 
General  :  I  moved  out  this  afternoon  on  the  Mechanicsville  road 
and  advanced  to  Bethesda  Church,  where  a  force  of  the  enemy  was 
found  upon  the  road  toward  Old  Cold  Harbor.  This  was  driven  back 
by  Rodes'  division  beyond  Bethesda  Church  and  the  road  to  Cold  Har- 
bor cleared.  Rodes  then  extended  down  the  road  toward  Old  Church, 
and  I  brought  up  my  own  division.  The  enemy  being  in  force  along 
and  this  side  of  the  road  from  Hundley's  Corner  to  Old  Church,  I 
determined  then  to  advance  toward  McGregor's  and  try  and  cut  the 
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enemy's  line,  and  sent  a  request  to  Anderson  to  advance  a  division 
along  the  road  to  Old  Church  and  take  the  enemy  in  the  flank,  and 
when  I  supposed  he  was  advancing  I  sent  forward  two  brigades  with 
the  intention  ot  supporting  them  by  the  other  troops,  including  Gor- 
don's division,  which  had  come.  The  enemy  was  found  in  heavy  force, 
intrenched,  and  was  also  extending  rapidly  to  my  right.  Pegram's 
brigade  was  compelled  to  retire,  sustaining  considerable  loss,  and  hear- 
ing nothing  from  Anderson  I  desisted  from  the  effort  to  break  the  enemy's 
line,  as  it  was  evident  it  would  be  attended  with  considerable  loss  and 
the  attack  had  to  be  made  under  great  disadvantages.  I  have  main- 
tained the  position  gained  until  after  dark,  but  am  now  withdrawing  to 
connect  with  Anderson's  right,  forming:  a  line  across  the  Mechanicsville 
road  by  Mrs.  Dickinson's  house  and  Johnson's.  Only  one  division  will 
be  in  line,  and  the  rest  in  the  rear,  the  whole  corps  being  south  of 
Beaver  Dam.  The  enemy  is  evidently  in  heavy  force  along  the  ridge  on 
which  the  road  from  Hundley's  Corner  to  Old  Church  runs.  Prisoners 
(of  which  we  have  about  100)  were  taken  from  the  Fifth  and  Second 
Corps,  and  I  am  told  there  are  more  from  the  Ninth  Corps,  but  of  this 
I  am  not  certain.  I  regret  to  say  that  Colonel  Willis  is  very  severely 
wounded  and  Colonel  Terrill  killed  or  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
wounded.  My  loss,  except  in  Pegram's  brigade,  is  small.  I  send 
letter  from  General  Butler.*  My  headquarters  will  be  on  the  Mechan- 
icsville road  near  the  troops. 
EespectfuUy, 


J.  A.  EARLY, 

Blajor-  General. 


General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
[36.J 


June  3,  [1864]— 8.30  p.  m. 
GfiNEEAL :  The  enemy  has  made  five  or  six  assaults  on  us  to-day,  all 
of  which  have  been  repulsed  with  slight  loss  to  us  and  I  hope  heavy 
loss  to  the  enemy.  He  is  strongly  posted  at  Bethesda  Church,  and  in 
the  country  between  the  [road]  running  by  it  and  the  road  from  Hund- 
ley's Corner  to  Ealeigh's.  My  left  (Heth's)  has  nothing  to  rest  upon, 
and  is  exposed  to  flank  movements,  and  as  I  have  nothing  whatever  in 
reserve,  I  cannot  now  move  with  advantage  on  the  enemy's  flank,  and 
as  the  enemy  moves  farther  to  our  right  we  would  be  too  far  off  to  reach 
the  right,  I  intend  withdrawing  back  to  the  old  line  of  breast-works, 
leaving  Ransom  and  Gordon  on  the  south  side  of  Beaver  Dam,  and 
putting  Eodes  across  the  road  at  Hundley's  Corner,  leaving  Heth  to 
rejoin  his  corps.  This  is,  according  to  my  judgment,  the  best  thing  to 
be  done  under  present  circumstances.  Hampton  has  not  communicated 
with  me  since  he  started  out.  Some  shells  were  thrown  into  Heth's 
rear  from  the  direction  of  Haw's,  evidently  from  a  cavalry  command, 
and  a  small  body  of  cavalry  appeared  on  the  left,  in  the  direction  of 
Haw's  Shop.  But  I  have  a  suspicion  that  the  cavalry  may  have  been 
Ham])ton's.  The  pickets  that  were  out  ran  in  witliout  ascertaining, 
and  1  would  not  be  surprised  if  the  shells  were  also  thrown  by  Hamp- 
ton's command.  If,  however,  it  was  Yankee  cavalry  there  is  a  stronger 
reason  for  my  withdrawing.  My  headquarters  will  be  at  Mr.  Hunter's, 
Avhere  I  saw  you  yesterday,  or  on  the  Mechanicsville  road  near  the  lane 

*  Not  found. 
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to  his  house,  but  it  will  be  late  before  I  get  there.  I  will  keep  a  look- 
out, and  if  I  get  a  chance  to  strike  the  enemy  on  the  flank  I  will  do  so. 
I  have  an  idea  that  the  enemy  may  withdraw  farther  to  the  right,  but 
this  is  another  reason  why  I  should  withdraw,  so  as  to  have  my  troops 
available  for  a  move  to  the  right.  Though  I  witlidraw,  I  think  we  have 
done  very  well  and  the  movement  is  in  accordance  with  what  I  think 
are  your  views.  I  don't  think  the  enemy  has  any  designs  to  advance 
on  the  road  by  Hundley's  Corner,  but  I  have  Itodes  there  to  prevent 
reconuoitering  parties  and  for  greater  security.  Burnside's  corps  is  on 
this  flank,  and  the  whole  object  of  the  enemy  is,  I  think,  to  protect  his 
flank. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  EAELY, 

Major-  General. 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
[36.] 

June  4,  [1864]. 
GenekAL:  Scouts  report  no  movement  of  enemy  against  my  left  or 
to  our  left.  Enemy's  cavalry  pickets  from  Bowles'  to  Via's  and  across 
to  Haw's  Shop.  No  infantry  beyond  Totopotomoy.  I  think  enemy's 
right  rests  at  Bethesda,  thrown  back  and  strongly  intrenched.  All 
quiet  in  front  except  occasional  sharpshooting. 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Major-  General. 
General  Lee. 
[36.] 


June  5, 1864—5.30  p.  m. 
Geneeal:  Captain  Page  crossed  the  Totopotomoy  at  Pole  Green 
Church,  and  went  down  and  recrossed  to  F.  Whitlock's,  (see  General 
Smith's  map),  and  from  there  to  Via's  near  road  from  Bowles'  to  Haw's 
Shop,  and  found  this  road  picketed  with  cavalry,  and  he  could  not  get 
through.  My  left  brigade  was  thrown  back  yesterday  before  moving 
on  this  road  to  protect  the  left  flank.  Captain  Page  then  recrossed  the 
Totopotomoy  and  went  down  in  the  direction  of  Haw's  Shop  and  found 
the  road  picketed  by  cavalry  here  also.  He  learned  from  some  citizens 
that  all  the  infantry  had  crossed  over  to  this  side  of  the  Totopotomoy. 
He  saw  no  infantry  about  Whitlock's  or  Via's.  If  any  advance  had 
been  contemplated  on  my  left,  he  certainly  would  have  found  infantry 
at  Whitlock's,  which  is  a  commanding  position.  He  could  not  see  near 
Bethesda,  but  I  am  satisfied  from  the  state  of  things  we  left,  and  the 
existence  of  tbe  cavalry  pickets,  that  the  enemy's  right  is  at  Bethesda, 
thrown  back  along  and  i)arallel  to  the  road  from  Bethesda  to  Gilman's 
Mill.  The  enemy  certainly  had  intrenched  at  Bethesda,  and  the  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  of  one  of  the  divisions  of  Burnside's  corps,  who 
was  captured  by  Rodes'  command,  stated  that  they  had  intrenched  at 
that  point  a  day  or  two  before  with  a  view  to  the  movement  by  the  left. 
In  the  morning  I  will  test  the  enemy^s  strength  at  Bethesda.  It  is  too 
late  now.  I  have  no  fears  for  my  left.  I  saw  to-day  some  prisoners 
from  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  One  of  them  was  quite  communicative  and 
said  Butler  had  been  superseded  by  Smith.  He  further  said,  though 
not  in  my  presence,  that  their  loss  was  quite  large  yesterday,  and  that 
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his  commaud  had  just  arrived  wheu  it  advanced  to  the  attack.  He  says 
Gillmore  is  certainly  here,  that  he  saw  him  himself,  aud  that  only  a 
brigade  of  negroes  and  some  cavalry  were  left  on  the  south  side.  Pris- 
oners taken  by  some  men  of  Heth's  yesterday  say  that  their  loss  was 
heavy  on  that  tiauk.  My  headquarters  will  be  at  Nance's,  about  200 
yards  north  of  Mechanicsville  road  and  from  a  quarter  to  a  lialf  mile 
from  Turner's.  General  Field  is  at  latter  place. 
Respectfully, 


Telegraph  sent  coutaining  substance  of  this. 
[General  E.  E.  Lee.] 
1 36.] 


A.  EARLY, 
Major-Oeneral. 


June  6,  [1864]— 10.20  a.  m. 

General  :  As  before  stated,  the  enemy  is  not  in  my  front,  nor  is  he 
in  the  front  of  General  Field  or  the  left  of  Pickett's  line.  1  have 
advanced  skirmishers  along  in  front  of  our  lines  across  the  enemy's  until 
they  are  in  front  of  Pickett's  corps.  A  line  of  skirmishers  have  been  found 
running  back,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  across  from  some  point  on  Pickett's 
line  to  the  Mattadequin  or  beyond  it  in  the  direction  of  Raleigh's  or  Old 
Chui-ch.  Sheridan's  cavalry  is  reported  by  prisoners  to  be  north  of  the 
Totopotomoy.  Certaiuly  cavalry  was  on  that  side  late  last  evening.  My 
troops  are  between  Bethesda  and  Pickett's  left,  in  front  of  Field's  left, 
with  one  division  thrown  across  perpendicular  to  our  lines.  As  the  last 
message  from  you  stated  that  no  movement  is  reported  to  our  right,  it 
has  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  the  enemy  has  moved  back  his  right 
to  induce  us  to  uncover  the  Mechanicsville  road,  and  I  do  not  deem  it 
prudent,  therefore,  to  advance  farther  until  I  ascertain  something  defi- 
nite of  the  enemy's  movements,  which  I  am  endeavoring  to  do.  The 
country  in  front  of  our  line  is  very  rough  and  difiicnlt,  and  rendered 
more  so  by  an  intricate  system  of  works  made  by  the  enemy.  I  see  as 
yet  no  road  along  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines  on  which  artillery  or 
wagons  have  been  heard. 
Respectfully, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 

Major-  General, 

[General  R.  B.  Lee.] 

[P.  S.] — I  have  heard  nothing  from  Hampton  for  two  days.     He 
would  be  of  great  assistance  to  me  now. 

J.  A.  E. 

[36.]  _ 

June  6,  1864—1.30  p.  m. 
General  :  I  have  ascertained  very  closely,  I  think,  that  the  enemy's 
infantry  is  moving  to  your  right.  Warren's  corps,  the  last  which  left, 
passed  to  the  rear  by  Allen's  Mill.  The  enemy  have  aline  running 
from  about  the  middle  of  General  Anderson's  line  across  the  Mattade- 
quin, east  of  Barton's  house,  and  our  skirmishers  are  across  the  creek 
at  Barton's.  I  am  going  to  try  and  strike  at  the  enemy  on  the  other 
side  of  Mattadequin  aud  run  down  toward  Beulah  Church.  The  move- 
ment will  be  a  difficult  one,  as  1  find  the  enemy  lias  everywhere  the 
mnat  intrip.ate  svstem  of  brcast-works,  facinir  every  way  and  making  a 
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perfect  labyrintli,  and  that  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility  to 
strike  him  on  the  right  flank,  as  he  always  has  a  fortified  position  for 
it  to  rest  on.  A  lady  from  near  Old  Church  reports  a  large  body  of 
cavalry  moving^  by  that  place  toward  Hanover  Court-FIouse  and  that  it 
was  movinjj;  from  sunrise  to  9  o'clock  this  morning. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  A.  EAELY, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Genenil  11.  E.  Lee. 

[3«.]  

Report  of  Maj.   Gen.  Richard  H.  Anderson^  C.  S.  Army,  commandinf) 
First  Army  Corps,  of  operations  May  S. 

Sl'OTSYLVANlA   GOURT-IJOUSE, 

May  .S',  1804— n.HO  a.  m. 
General:  After  a  sharp  encounter  with  the  Fifth  Army  Corps 
(Warren's)  and  Torbert's  division  of  cavalry,  our  trooi)S  re]>ulsed  the 
enemy  with  heavy  slaughter,  and  took  possession  of  this  place  at  10.30 
o'clock.  I  do  not  think  that  our  loss  has  been  great,  but  1  have  no 
rei)ort  as  yet.  The  Fifth  Army  Corps  and  Torbert's  cavalry  have  been 
beaten  back  on  the  Todd's  Tavern  road  and  the  cavalry  which  came 
u])  on  the  Fredericksburg  road  have  been  beaten  back  on  that  road. 
I  have  just  received  intelligence  from  General  Fitz.  Lee  that  the  enemy 
are  showing  increased  force  on  the  Todd's  Tavern  road,  but  I  have  at 
the  same  time. the  very  agreeable  information  that  General  Ewcll's 
corps  is  <!oming  up  and  is  now  within  supporting  distance.  1  have  not 
been  able  to  find  out  whether  the  cavalry  which  came  up  the  Fredericks- 
burg road  were  a  part  of  Torbert's  or  some  other  command. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ANDEESON, 


General  E.  E.  Lee. 

[36.] 


Major- General. 


Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  James  E.  li.  Stuart,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations 

May  7. 

IMes.  Eowe's  Orchard,  May  7,  18(11. 
General:  The  situation  on  extreme  right  is  as  follows:  Enemy 
occupies  Todd's  Tavern;  General  Fitz.  Lee,  between  that  point  and 
Spotsylvania  Court-llouse,  was  hard  pressed  just  before  dark,  when  1 
made»an  attack  with  Gordon  and  Kosser  on  Catharpiu  road,  driving 
him  to  within  a  mile  of  Todd's  Tavern,  where  fighting  was  kept  up 
after  dark  but  has  now  ceased.  The  line  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  very 
long,  apjiarently  a  mile.  Cavalry  was  driven  back  but  could  not  dis- 
cover whether  infantry  occupied  the  line  finally  taken.  Have  been 
trying  to  ascertain  that  fact  but  have  not  yet  succeeded.  General 
Fitz.  Lee  evidently  believes  infantry  was  attacking  him  at  Todd's 
Tavern.  Our  scout  found  no  column  moving  there  after  the  enemy 
was  engaged  with  General  Lee  beyond.  General  Lee  could  see  cavalry 
moving  from  Chancellorsvillc  via  Todd's  Tavern.  A  division  of  cav- 
alry would  be  more  like  to  move  on  tlie  flank  than  on  the  same  point. 
General  F.  Lee  has  said  nothing  of  i)lank  and  Fredericksburg  turn- 
pikes. Since  writing  tht^  foregoing  have  received  your  note  of  7  p.  m. 
I  will  have  a  guide  at  !Shady  Grove  for  (ieneral  Anderson.     He  will 
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liave  to  take  Spotsylvania  Court- House  road  at  that  point,  and  I  pre- 
sume the  route  to  White  Hall  is  known  to  his  command  (Field's  divis- 
ion). I  will  send  confidential  notice  to  General  Fitz.  Lee,  so  that  he 
•will  make  arrangements  accordingly.  It  is  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
Shady  Grove.  General  A[ndersonJ  may  find  it  nearer  to  cross  over  at 
Tinder's  Mills,  to  General  Lee's  present  position.  I  am  at  Mrs.  Kowe's. 
I  will  go  with  General  A[nderson]  if  deemed  best.  Please  let  me  know. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Major-  General. 
General  R.  E.  Lee. 
[3C.J  _ 

Mrs.  Rowe's  Orchard,  May  7,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
General:  Inclosed  is  General  Fitz.  Lee's  latest,  7.30  to-night.  I 
regret  exceedingly  his  losses.  The  enemy  was  attacked  here  as  soon 
as  possible  after  his  engagement  became  known  and  the  fight  continued 
until  after  dark,  all  to  relieve  General  Lee.  He  could  not  hear  it  where 
he  was.  Courier  says  General  Lee's  prisoners  are  all  cavalry,  taken  in 
the  severest  attack. 

Most  respectfully,  J.  E.  B.  STTJAET, 

Major-  General. 
General  R.  E.  Lee. 

I'.  S. — I  do  not  consider  the  presence  of  infantry  at  Todd's  Tavern 
at  all  certain. 

[Inclosure.] 

Two  Miles  and  a  half  from  Todd's  Tavern,  on 

Spotsylvania  Court-House  Road, 

May  6  [7?],  1864—7.30  j>.  m. 
[General  J.  E.  E.  Stuart:] 

Genkral  :  Since  my  last  dispatch  I  have  been  attacked  by  a  heavy 
force  of  enemy.  Dismounted  and  mounted  cavalry,  with  artillery,  as  far 
as  I  could  learn.  Tlieforce  was  the  old  division  of  Bulord's, commanded 
by  Torbert.  Prisoners  state  he  was  assisted  by  Gregg.  After  a  des- 
perate tight  I  was  forced  to  relinquish  the  position  1  had  chosen  and 
fell  back  three-<iuarters  of  a  mile  to  another  one,  where  tlie  advance  of 
the  eneujy  was  checked  and  he  in  turn  driven  back.  My  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  very  heavy,  amongst  them  very  valuable  officers. 
Colonel  Collins  was  killed  or  mortally  wounded  and  his  body  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Owen,  of  the  Third,  wounded;  Cap- 
tains Ball,  Weaver,  and  Carter,  and  Lieutenant  Fuller,  of  Sixth,  all 
wounded;  Lieutenant  l<]dinondson,  of'First,  and  Lieutenant  Wingtield, 
of  I'^ourth,  killed,  and  many  others  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  at  tltis  time  how  many.  Captain  Harding,  of  Fif- 
teenth, and  Lieutenant  Dutton,  of  Fifth,  also  reported  wounded.  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  also  that  Major  Bowie,  of  my  staff,  and  Cap- 
tain Grady,  of  General  Loniax's  staff,  were  wounded  on  yesterday. 
Seeing  the  heavy  odds  against  me,  I  sent  in  the  beginning  of  the  fight 
to  General  Rosser,  stating  if  he  was  not  employed  where  he  was  he 
had  better  re  enforce  me.  It  was  not  done.  I  now  respectfully  sug- 
gest that,  if  the  enemy's  cavalry  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Todd's  Tav- 
e,rn  tomorrow,  our  cavalry  in  this  vicinity  co-operate  and  attack. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

FITZ.  LEE, 
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P.  S.— Major  McClellan's  dispatch  of  3.30  p.  m.  just  received.  I 
can't  ascertain  at  the  present  moment  whether  the  force  in  my  front  at 
Todd's  Tavern  to-day  Avas  infantry  or  not.  Major  Flournoy,  of  Sixth, 
and  Captain  Fitzhugh,  of  Fifth,  and  all  the  vedettes  and  scouts  out, 
reported  it  infantry.  Infantry  was  also  reported  in  liosser's  front. 
There  is  no  infantry  anywhere  in  my  vicinity  that  I  know  of. 

F.  L., 
Major-  General. 
[36.J 


Report  of  Maj.  Oen.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  G.  S.  Army,  of  operations  May  9-13. 

Near  Pole  Green  Church, 

May  13, 1861—11  a.  m. 
Geneeax:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  communication*  just  re- 
ceived from  General  Bragg  for  your  information.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
retreated  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Tunstall's  and  Dispatch  Sta- 
tions, after  quite  a  spirited  effort  to  capture  Richmond.  My  division, 
after  leaving  Spotsylvania  Court-House  on  9th,  engaged  the  enemy's 
rear  heavily  on  that  day  and  on  10th.  On  lltli  drove  the  enemy  out 
of  Ashland,  and,  following  the  Telegraph  road  down,  intersected  the 
enemy's  line  of  march  at  Yellow  Tavern,  six  miles  from  Richmond.  I 
at  once  attacked  them  and  the  fight  raged  with  fury  until  dark,  the 
enemy  making  no  progress  that  day  beyond  that  point.  General 
Bragg  attributes  the  safety  of  Richmond  to  the  vigor  of  this  attack, 
which  enabled  him  to  draw  troops  from  Drewry's  Bluff  to  repel  their 
assault  on  Richmond  the  next  day.  Their  force  is  a  very  heavy  one, 
under  the  command  of  Sheridan.  1  shall  retain  Gordon's  brigade  with 
me  for  the  present  to  watch  their  further  movements  on  Peninsula.  My 
division  alone  was  engaged  at  Yellow  Tavern,  Gordon  being  on  their 
rear  some  distance  behind,  delayed  by  their  obstructing  the  roads.  My 
lifles  were  finally  forced  (« )  back  three-quarters  of  a  mile  just  before  dark 
by  their  overwhelming  numbers.  General  Stuart  was  with  me,  and  I 
deeply  regret  to  add  that  he  received  a  wound  which  has  since  proved 
mortal.  My  loss  during  tliese  engagements  has  been  very  heavy,  par- 
ticularly in  oflBcers.  In  addition  to  those  you  already  know  of,  Colonel 
Pate,  of  Fifth,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Randolph,  of  Fourth,  were  killed,  and 
Major  Wooldridge,  of  Fourth,  lost  a  leg,  besides  the  loss  of  many  sub- 
ordinate officers  killed  and  wounded,  particularly  captains.  Many  com- 
panies are  without  a  commissioned  officer  and  several  squadrons  are 
commanded  by  second  lieutenants.  In  the  flght  yesterday  General 
Gordon  was  wounded  in  the  arm  and  will  probably  lose  it.  Colonel 
Cheek,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  has  also  been  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ.  LEE, 
Major- General. 

<iThe  left  of  the  line  was  forced  back,  losing  two  pieces  of  artillery 
which  were  posted  on  extreme  left. 

F.  L., 
Major- General. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Gommanding. 

[36-] 

*  Not  found. 
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JUNE  13-JULY  31,  1864.— The  Richmond  (Virginia)  Campaign. 

Report  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Bufus  Ingalls,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  Quartermas- 
ter Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  of  operations  July  1, 1864,  to 
June  30,  1865. 

Headquakters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  28, 1865. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1865,  called  for  in  your  General  Orders,  No.  39,  of 
July  1,  of  the  present  year.  By  reference  to  my  report  of  last  year, 
rendered  on  the  28th  of  August,  1864,  and  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  publish  with  your  own,  together  with  my  report  for  the  previous 
fiscal  year  and  the  Chancellorsville  Campaign,  it  will  be  observed  that 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1864, 1  was  on  duty  at  City  Point,  Va.,  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  as  chief  quartermaster  Armies  operating  against  Rich- 
mond. These  armies  were  composed  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
Army  of  the  James,  and  our  lines  extended  from  the  north  side  of  the 
James  River  near  Richmond  to  the  southeast  of  Petersburg,  a  distance 
of  over  twenty-five  miles,  along  the  whole  length  of  which  was  almost 
constant  skirmishing  nigljt  and  day.  Several  attempts  had  been  made 
before  the  1st  of  July  to  carry  the  enemy's  works  and  to  find  and  turn 
his  flanks,  sometimes  bringing  on  severe  conflicts,  but  without  material 
success  on  our  side.  I  refer  to  the  attacks  of  the  IGth,  17th,  18th  of 
June,  and  to  Generals  Wilson's  and  Kautz's  expedition  to  Reams'  Station 
J  une  22  to  28,  more  particularly.  It  became  manifest  that  the  defense  of 
Richmond  and  Petersburg  would  be  as  protracted  and  stubborn  as  the 
resources  and  ability  of  the  rebel  commander  could  render  it.  I  pro- 
ceeded, therefore,  under  the  written  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general,  to 
create  suitable  depots  for  receiving  and  storing  and  issuing  necessary 
supplies  for  the  armies.  The  principal  depot  was  establislied  at  City 
Point,  on  the  James,  at  the  inouth  of  the  Appomattox,  and  was  made 
one  of  the  most  convenient,  commodious,  economical,  and  perfect  ever 
provided  for  the  supply  of  armies.  I  have  already  rendered  you  a 
special  report  on  the  24th  of  June  last  of  this  depot,  showing  the  amount 
of  wharfage,  store-houses,  railroad  shops,  tracks,  &c.,  with  a  recommen- 
dation how  to  dispose  of  the  same.  A  secondary  depot  was  kept  up  at 
Bermuda  Hundred,  and  a  still  lesser  one  at  Deep  Bottom,  more 
especially  for  the  Army  of  the  James.  There  was  an  average  of  some 
40  steam-boats  of  all  sorts  including  tugs,  75  sail  vessels,  and  100 
barges  daily  in  the  James  River,  engaged  in  the  transportation  of 
supplies,  and  plying  between  that  river  and  the  Northern  ports.  With 
such  facilities  an  army  of  500,000  men  could  have  been  fully  supplied 
within  any  reasonable  distance  of  our  base.  I  do  not  know  the  whole 
number  of  vessels  employed  in  our  supply.  A  daily  line  of  boats  was 
established  between  City  Point  and  Washington  for  mail  and  passenger 
service.  Besides  this,  our  transport  fleet  was  constantly  engaged  in 
bringing  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  mules,  clothing,  ammunition,  sub- 
sistence, &c.,  and  carrying  back  to  Washington  broken-down  animals 
and  other  unserviceable  property.  The  depot  was  placed  under  the 
charge  of  Col.  P.  P.  Pitkin,  who  held  the  position  of  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  depot  until  November  7,  1864,  when-  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  position  of  quartermaster-general  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Col.  George  W.  Bradley.  Both  of  the  gentle- 
men were  highly  experienced,  vigorous,  and  accomplished  officers,  and 
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performed  their  very  arduous  and  responsible  duties  with  great  credit  to 
themselves  and  advantage  to  the  service.  The  chief  quartermaster  at 
the  principal  depot  always  kept  direct  charge  of  the  water  transporta- 
tion in  James  River.  The  other  branches  of  the  department,  however, 
such  as  employes,  forage,  clothing,  and  railroad  transportation,  were 
in  charge  of  subordinate  quartermasters,  selected  for  peculiar  fitness, 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  chief  depot  quartermaster,  who  was 
required  to  report  to  me  in  writing  every  day,  such  as  arrivals  and 
clearances  of  shipping,  receipts  and  issues  of  clothing,  forage,  «&c.  The 
chief  quartermaster  of  each  army  was  required  to  render,  on  or  before 
the  25tli  of  every  month,  a  detailed,  consoJdated  estimate,  revised  and 
approved  by  the  army  commander,  of  the  supplies  required  for  issue  to 
the  army  the  month  following.  Upon  this  data  I  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted my  estimate  for  the  combined  forces  on  or  before  the  1st  of  each 
month.  This  metliod  had  very  many  good  results.  It  compelled  all 
interested  to  ascertain  the  real  wants  of  the  troops,  and  to  secure  their 
regular  and  prompt  supply.  No  quartermaster's  stores  were  permitted 
to  be  sent  to  the  armies,  except  over  my  signature.  The  funds  were 
generally  deposited  to  the  credit  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  William  T.  Howell, 
on  duty  in  my  office  as  disbursing  officer,  on  my  requisition,  and  distrib- 
uted by  him  to  division  and  brigade  quartermasters  on  their  estimates, 
duly  approved  by  the  various  commanders  and  countersigned  by  me. 
My  printed  orders  and  circulars  in  the  hands  of  my  subordinates  pre- 
scribed the  manner  in  which  they  should  perform  their  duties  on  all 
points  where  the  regulations  and  general  orders  were  silent.  An  exten- 
sive repair  depot  was  established  near  City  Point,  and  placed  in  charge 
of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  J.  Strang,  who  received  all  serviceable  animals 
and  means  of  transportation  from  the  Washington  depot  and  made  the 
issues  to  the  armies,  and  who  received  from  the  armies  unserviceable 
stock,  wagons,  ambulances,  &c.,  and  shipped  back  all  that  could  not 
be  repaired  in  his  shops.  He  employed  a  force  of  about  1,800  car- 
penters, wheelwrights,  blacksmiths,  saddlers,  corral  hands,  teamsters, 
laborers,  and  guards. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  18G5,  he  had  repaired  3,Go3  army 
wagons  and  2,414  ambulances.  He  had  shod  19,018  horses  and  31,028 
mules.  He  received  27,116  serviceable  horses  and  10,803  mules,  430 
wagons,  and  30  ambulances.  He  received  frotn  the  troops  10,344 
unserviceable  horses,  9,084  mules,  1,392  wagons,  and  400  ambulances. 
He  received  also  by  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  400  horses,  1,300 
mules,  101  wagons,  and  90  ambulances.  He  issued  to  the  troops  31,380 
horses,  18,891  mules,  1,536  wagons,  and  370  ambulances.  He  sent  back 
for  recuperation  and  repair  13,575  horses,  4,313  mules,  743  wagons,  and 
36  ambulances,  besides  a  great  amount  of  harness  and  other  property. 
I  mention  these  items  simply  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed at  depots.  This  was  only  one  branch.  As  soon  as  we  occupied 
City  Point,  General  McCallum,  the  able  officer  in  charge  of  U.  S.  niilit  ary 
railroads,  had  a  strong  construction  corps  on  the  spot  prepared  to 
rebuild  the  railroad  up  to  our  lines  near  Petersburg,  and  afterward  as 
fast  as  the  army  gained  ground  to  the  southeast  a  temporary  extension 
was  laid  close  to  our  forces,  until  finally  it  extended  to  Hatcher's  linn 
a  distance  of  about  nineteen  miles.  Along  this  road  were  stations  as 
described  in  my  last  report  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad, 
where  sidings  and  platforms  were  made  for  the  prompt  distribution  of 
supplies  to  the  different  commands.  This  road  saved  much  wear  and 
tear  of  the  wagon  trains  and  enabled  the  lieutenant-general  to  concen 
trate  troops  rapidly  at  any  desirable  point.     After  the  surrender  of 
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Lee,  tliis  road — the  new  portion — was  dismantled  and  the  material 
placed  ill  depot  to  be  disposed  of  in  proper  time.  The  great  field  hospital 
at  City  Point  has  been  described  in  other  reports.  It  was  a  very  perfect 
one  for  the  purpose.  The  medical  officers  in  charge  exercised  great 
taste  and  judgment  in  its  management.  There  was  a  somewhat  similar 
field  hospital  for  the  Army  of  the  James  at  Point  of  Rocks,  on  the 
Appomattox.  The  medical  department  of  each  army  had  its  own 
wharves,  store-houses,  transports,  and  hospitals,  under  the  control  of 
its  medical  officers.  The  ordnance  and  subsistence  departments  had 
special  wharves  and  store  houses,  so  also  had  General  Abbot,  who  had 
charge  of  siege  guns  and  material  for  the  entire  line,  all  constructed  by 
the  quartermaster's  department.* 

******* 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  there  were  on  hand  in  the  armies  operating 
against  Eiclimond  means  of  land  transportation  as  follows:  41,329 
horses,  23,901  mules,  4,440  army  wagons,  57  two-horse  light  wagons, 
and  915  ambulances. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  campaign  my  returns  show  on  hand  as 
follows:  24,192  horses,  23,356  mules,  4,071  army  wagons,  144  two-horse 
light  wagons,  and  907  ambulances. 

After  the  close  of  the  final  campaign,  say  on  May  1,  1865,  the  means 
of  transportation  were  as  follows:  33,948  horses,  25,093  mules,  4,207 
army  wagons,  140  two-horse  light  wagons,  and  820  ambulances. 

This  property  was  used  as  prescribed  in  the  orders  of  the  lieutenant- 
general,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  my  last  report,  and  most  of  it 
came  to  Washington  with  the  troops  last  May  and  June,  and  was 
turned  into  the  depot,  as  the  troops  were  discharged,  for  final  disposi- 
tion under  your  orders.  This  transportation  was  in  most  excellent 
condition  and  rendered  services  of  vital  importance  on  the  last  grand 
campaign  from  Petersburg  and  Richmond  to  Appomattox  Oourt-House. 
There  were  many  partial  movements  of  the  armies  from  July  1, 1864, 
to  the  opening  of  the  last  campaign,  but  they  did  not  render  many  new 
dispositions  necessary  in  our  department  as  to  the  transportation. 

On  the  30th  of  July  the  battle  of  the  Mine  was  fought. 

On  the  9th  of  August  near  noon  there  occurred  a  fearful  explosion 
in  the  midst  of  the  City  Point  depot,  killing  and  wounding  some  250 
employes  and  soldiers,  throwing  down  over  600  feet  in  length  of  ware- 
houses, and  tearing  up  some  180  linear  feet  of  the  wharf.  It  was  found 
that  a  barge  laden  with  ordnance  stores  had  been  blown  up.  Immense 
quantities  of  shot  and  shell  were  thrown  into  the  air  and  much  of  it 
Jell  in  the  encampment  of  the  lieutenant-general,  wounding,  however, 
only  one.  Colonel  Babcock,  of  his  staff.  The  lieutenant-general  him- 
self seeins  proof  against  the  accidents  of  flood  and  field.  It  was 
assumed  at  the  time  that  the  explosion  was  the  result  of  carelessness 
on  the  iiart  of  some  one  in  or  near  the  barge,  but  the  developments 
made  in  the  trial  of  the  assassins  of  the  late  President  would  show 
that  it  was  tiie  dastardly  work  of  that  infernal  rebel  torpedo  bureau  in 
Eichmond.    The  damages  of  the  depot  were  soon  repaired. 

August  18  to  20,  the  Weldon  road  was  seized  and  thereafter  held. 
An  attempt  was  also  made  on  our  right  at  Deep  Bottom. 

September  30,  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
were  engaged  at  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  the  Army  of  the  James 
captured  Fort  Harrison  and  one  line  of  works. 

*  Some  matter  of  detail  here  omitted. 
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October  24  [27]  and  25  [28],  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  engaged  at 
Hatcher's  Run. 

December  5  [7],  the  Fifth  Corps,  supported  by  the  Ninth,  made  a  march 
toward  Weklon.  On  such  occasions  the  moving  columns  were  generally 
directed  in  orders  to  be  provided  with  a  small  stated  allowance  of  sub- 
sistence, forage,  and  ammunition  Avagons  aiid  ambulances.  The  main 
trains  remained  parked  in  safe  and  convenient  positions  near  the  outer 
defenses  of  the  City  Point  depot,  but  always  loaded  and  fully  prepared 
to  move  forward  whenever  and  wherever  needed.  It  was  the  rule,  after 
having  passed  the  James,  in  June,  1864,  that  each  corps  should  gener- 
ally be  followed  by  its  own  trains. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  January,  1865,  it  was  known  that  the 
rebels  were  apparently  preparing  to  make  a  raid  down  the  James  with 
their  fleet  of  ironclads  and  wooden  boats  for  the  pur])ose  of  destroying 
our  depots  on  the  river,  particularly  that  great  one  at  City  Point,  where 
supplies  had  been  accumulated  and  stores  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
armies  in  case  the  James  River  and  Northern  ports  should  be  closed  by 
ice.  The  weather  was  already  very  inclement,  and  the  Potomac  and 
Delaware  M'ere  then,  or  shortly  afterwards,  rendered  entirely  unnavi- 
gable  by  ice. 

Early  on  the  24th  the  rebel  fleet  approached  our  obstructions,  and 
one  of  the  ironclads  passed  them,  but  tlie  one  following  got  foul  upon 
them.  Our  batteries  made  obstinate  resistance,  and  lalew  up  one  of 
the  smaller  gun  boats.  Our  men  even  were  led  with  great  effort  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  poured  volleys  of  musketry  into  the  ram  that 
had  passed  the  obstructions.  The  navy  at  that  point  were  not  prepared 
at  the  moment  for  any  effective  resistance.  Had  the  rebels  persisted 
at  that  time  they  could,  had  they  succeeded,  have  inflicted  upon  us  incal- 
culable losses,  tlie  result  of  which  no  one  can  pretend  now  to  estimate; 
but  most  fortunately  for  us  they  abandoned  the  raid  and  retired  to 
their  former  position.  Two  or  three  days  later  it  was  impossible  for 
these  boats  to  make  a  descent.  The  navy  was  thoroughly  prepared, 
and  I  had  sent,  by  order  of  the  lieutenant-general,  my  aide-de-camp, 
Byt.  Capt.  J.  W.  French,  Eighth  Infantry,  up  the  river  with  vessels 
laden  with  coal,  who  .sunk  two  on  the  night  of  the  25th  to  fill  up  the 
gap  made  in  the  obstructions.  He  performed  this  service  under  the 
enemy's  guns  with  great  gallantry. 

Our  lines  were  extended  to  Hatcher's  Run  on  the  7th  of  February. 
The  enemy  attacked  and  carried  Fort  Stedman,  within  the  lines  of  the 
Ninth  Corps,  on  the  morning  of  25th  of  March,  but  were  shortly  driven 
out  with  a  loss  of  some  4,500  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Mean- 
time the  lieutenant-general  was  preparing  to  strike  the  decisive  blow 
of  the  whole  war.  The  sick  were  sent  to  the  rear.  The  different  staff 
departments  were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  with  all  necessary  supplies 
for  the  expected  march.  The  arrangements  made  by  me  were  similar 
to  those  described  in  my  reports  of  other  great  battles.  The  trains 
were  laden  with  ten  days'  subsistence  and  forage  and  sixty  rounds  i)er 
man  of  ammunition.  The  troops  were  fully  supplied  with  clothing, 
and  were  required  to  carry  Ave  days'  subsistence  and  forty  rounds  of 
ammunition  on  their  persons.  The  trains  were  to  remain  in  park  as 
usual  until  the  result  of  the  attack  should  be  known. 
The  movement  commenced  by  the  left  on  the  2!»th  of  March. 
On  the  evening  of  April  1,  Sheridan  overthrew  the  enemy  at  Five 
Forks,  and  gave  us  possession  of  the  South  Side  road. 

On  the  next  night  and  morning  the  Sixth  Corps,  under  General 
Wright,  carried  the  enemy's  works  in  its  front.     The  enemy  were  driven 
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from  his  works  around  Petersburg  and  Eichmond,  and  fled  toward  the 
Danville  road.  He  was  pursued  with  such  vigor  that  our  forces  reached 
Burkeville  Junction  in  advance  of  him  and  obliged  him  to  attempt 
some  other  road.  At  Amelia  Court-House  he  lost  many  of  his  wagons 
and  troops.  Our  cavalry  hung  on  his  rear  and  destroyed  a  great 
amount  of  his  transportation.  The  rebel  army  became  utterly  demor- 
alized, beaten,  dispirited,  and  was  surrendered  entire  to  the  lieutenant- 
general,  at  Appomattox  Court-House,  on  the  memorable  9th  of  April. 
Immediately  after  the  surrender  I  inspected  the  rebel  trains  and  saw 
they  were  in  a  horrible  condition.  I  gave  orders  for  the  supply  of  for- 
age to  the  animals  and  that  the  transportation  should  be  sent  into  the 
City  Point  depot.  Permission  had  been  given  that  all  private  mules 
and  horses  might  be  taken  away  by  their  owners.  I  was  not  greatly 
surprised  to  learn  afterward  that  the  greater  portion  of  all  the  animals, 
particularly  all  the  good  ones,  were  taken  away  on  this  pretext.  It 
was  very  natural  to  expect  it,  and  I  am  told  the  same  was  observed 
after  the  surrender  of  other  rebel  armies.  There  finally  reached  the 
City  Point  depot  from  General  Lee's  army  only  400  horses,  1,300  mules, 
101  wagons,  and  90  ambulances.  Doubtless  many  animals,  wagons, 
and  ambulances  were  loaned  to  Confederate  officers  to  enable  them  to 
reach  certain  points,  where  they  probably  turned  them  over.  Having 
made  all  the  necessary  dispositions,  the  lieutenant-general  left  on  the 
10th  to  return  to  City  Point. 

On  the  3d  1  had  directed  the  superintendent  of  the  railroad  to  repair 
it  at  once  as  far  as  Burkeville  Junction,  a  distance  of  fifty-four  miles. 
The  gauge  had  to  be  reduced  to  four  feet  eight  inches  and  a  half  from 
Petersburg.  When  the  lieutenant-general  and  staff  reached  Burke- 
ville at  noon  on  the  11th,  a  special  train  was  in  waiting  for  us  and  we 
arrived  at  City  Point  that  same  night.  Supplies  were  forwarded  and 
the  sick  and  wounded  were  taken  in  at  once  over  this  road.  Subse- 
quently the  road  was  worked  by  the  Government  to  Danville  and 
Lynchburg.  It  is  proper  to  record  that  I  personally  accompanied  the 
lieutenant-general  and  staff  on  all  the  campaigns  of  the  year  past  and 
was  present  in  all  the  principal  engagements  and  battles. 

I  remained  on  duty  at  City  Point,  directing  the  reduction  of  employes, 
the  discharge  of  transports,  and  the  diminution  ol  expeuses  generally 
in  the  quartermaster's  department,  until  the  8th  of  May,  when  I  received 
a  telegraphic  order  from  the  lieutenant-general  to  report  in  person  to 
him  in  Washington, 

I  reported  accordingly  on  the  10th  and  since  that  date  have  held 
myself  directly  subject  to  his  orders  from  day  to  day.  I  established 
an  office  for  the  settlement  of  outstanding  accounts  of  the  armies  lately 
operating  against  Eichmond  and  continued  it  until  yesterday,  when 
Colonel  Howell,  who  was  my  disbursing  officer,  was  ordered  to  report 
to  you.    The  office  is  no  longer  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  Treasury  Departmeat  is  now  engaged  in  the  settlement  of  my 
accounts,  which  have  not  been  entirely  settled  since  185G.  I  request 
the  privilege  of  attending  to  this  duty  "before  I  am  again  assigned  to 
any  permanent  station  outside  of  this  city.  It  is  important  to  me  and 
to  the  Government  that.my  accounts  shall  be  closed.  1  am  not  respon- 
sible now,  according  to  my  returns,  for  any  public  funds  or  property, 
so  a  better  opportunity  can  never  be  presented  for  the  settlement.  I 
have  stated  to  you  that  In  addition  I  will  cheerfally  attend  to  any  duty 
in  this  city,  such  as  service  on  boards,  to  which  you  may  wish  to  have 
me  assigned. 
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My  money  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  are  correctly  stated  below  as 
follows.* 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EQFUS  INGALLS, 
Brevet  Major- General  of  Volunteers  and 
Chief  Quartermaster  Armies  before  Richmond. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  0.  Meigs,  U.  S.  Army, 

Quartermaster- General,  Washington,  D.  G. 

[40,  42,  and  46.] 

Report  of  Col.  Richard  N.  Batchelder,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  Quartermaster 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  operations  June  30,  1864,  to  June  30,  1865. 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Atlantic, 

Office  of  Chief  Quaktermastee, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  15, 1865. 
General  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  39,  from  the  Quar- 
termaster-General's OfiBce,  I  have  tVie  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1865.  The  report  for  the  previous  year  of  the 
operations  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  and  Army  of  the  Potomac,  while 
chief  quartermaster,  was  transmitted  on  the  15th  of  September,  1864. 
On  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  lay  before  Petersburg, 
confronting  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  commanded  by  General  Lee. 
The  long  and  wearisome  march  from  the  Kapidan,  the  sanguinary 
battles  of  that  campaign,  and  the  continued  operations  before  Peters- 
burg had  produced  no  decisive  results.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1864,  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  numbered  as  follows :  Commissioned  oflicers,  5,237 ; 
enlisted  men,  109,011;  private  horses,  4,044;  public  horses,  29,564;  mules, 
21,171 ;  ambulances,  755,  and  army  wagons,  3,777 ;  being  90,685  infantry, 
17,370  cavalry,  and  6,194  artillery.  The  unit  of  organization  for  the 
ambulance  trains  was  by  corps;  for  the  supply  and  ammunition  trains 
by.  divisions.  Seven  wagons  for  supplies  and  three  for  ammunition  were 
allowed  for  every  1,000  men  present  armed  and  equipped  for  duty,  being 
ten  days'  rations  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  The  intrench- 
ing tools,  consisting  of  1,000  each  of  axes  and  spades  and  300  picks,  were 
required  to  be  kept  at  corps  headquarters.  The  most  of  July  was 
devoted  by  the  army  in  strengthening  tlie  line  of  intrenchments  from 
the  Jerusalem  ])lauk  road  to  the  Apjjomattox  with  redoubts  and  siege 
batteries.  In  the  meantime  the  attention  of  officers  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  was  given  to  the  general  improvement  of  the 
trains,  which  were  held  in  readiness  at  all  times  for  any  immediate  oper- 
ations of  the  army.  A  large  force  of  the  construction  corps  was  engaged 
in  repairing  the  railroad  from  City  Point.  Corduroy  roads  were  also 
built  from  the  several  commands  to  the  main  roads,  and  thence  to  City 
Point,  where  all  supplies  were  obtained.  On  the  26tli  of  July  the  line 
of  defense  was  held  by  the  Fifth  and  jSTinth  Corps.  The  Second  Corps, 
with  two  divisions  of  cavalry  under  the  command  of  General  Hancock, 
crossed  the  James  Eiver  at  Deep  Bottom,  where  the  enemy's  works 
were  carried;  four  guns  and  several  prisoners  captured.  The  trains 
belonging  to  the  commands  accompanied  under  cover  of  darkness. 
This  demonstration  on  our  part  drew  to  the  north  side  of  the  river 
a  large  portion  of  Lee's  army,  presenting  a  favorable  opportunity 
for  exploding  the  mine  that  had  been  prepared  by  the  Ninth  Corps 
under  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.    To  this  end  preparations  were 
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made,  General  Hancock  withdrawing  under  cover  of  darkness  on  the 
night  of  the  29th  from  the  north  side  of  the  James,  accompanied  by  his 
trains.  On  the  morning  of  June  [July]  30,  at  4..30  a.  m.,  everything  being 
ready,  the  mine  was  exploded,  and  immediately  the  Mnth  Corps  made 
an  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  in  front.  The  enemy,  however,  rallied 
his  troops  at  the  point  of  attack  and  rendered  further  eflbrts  of  no 
avail.  Daring  these  operations  the  trains  of  the  whole  army  were 
loaded,  hitched  up,  and  awaiting  events  of  the  day.  During  the  month 
of  July  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  was  ordered  to  Washington  and  was 
followed  by  General  Sheridan  with  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  the 
Cavalry  Corps.  On  the  14th  of  August  the  Second  Corps  and  Second 
Division  of  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  General  Hancock,  again 
crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  at  Deep  Bottom,  on  pontoon 
bridges,  their  trains  accompanying,  under  cover  of  darkness.  The  Fifth 
Corps  was  now  relieved  by  a  portion  of  the  Ifinth,  and  for  the  time 
massed  in  the  rear.  From  this  position  the  Fifth  Corps  moved  to  the  left, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Weldon  railroad,  near  Globe  Tavern. 
In  this  they  were  aided  by  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  enemy 
now  beginning  to  mass  his  troops,  the  remainder  of  the  Ninth  ('orps 
was  sent  to  their  aid,  arriving  in  time  to  participate  in  repulsing  the 
enemy.  Heavy  rains  now  set  in,  rendering  it  impossible  to  forward 
supplies  by  the  ordinary  method.  Eecourse  was  had  to  the  pack-mules, 
which  were  required  to  be  kept  by  each  division.  During  these  oper- 
ations the  main  trains  remained  loaded  with  the  prescribed  amount  of 
supplies  and  ammunition  in  their  respective  parks.  The  Second  Corps 
having  withdrawn  from  the  north  side  of  the  James,  moved  on  the  2Jd 
to  the  left  of  the  line  of  works  at  Reams'  Station,  on  the  Weldon  rail- 
road, followed  the  next  day  by  the  Second  Division  of  Cavalry,  and  were 
successful  in  destroying  several  miles  of  railway,  but  on  the  25th  the 
enemy  appeared  in  force  and  checked  further  operations.  They  now 
charged  upon  our  troops  with  great  fury,  causing  considerable  loss  on 
our  side,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Until 
the  month  of  October  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  along  the  lines. 
During  the  intervening  time  the  railroad  was  completed  along  our  lines 
from  City  Point,  thus  giving  ample  means  to  provide  for  the  wants  of 
the  army.  Depots  were  located  at  convenient  points,  and  officers  of 
this  department  placed  in  charge  to  promptly  and  properly  distribute 
the  supplies  to  the  various  commands.  In  order  to  secure  system  and 
dispatch  daily  estimates  of  forage  were  required  to  be  made  upon  the 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  army,  and  requisition  by  him  was  made 
upon  the  principal  depots  at  City  Point  for  the  different  stations  upon 
the  road.  Monthly  estimates  for  all  the  stores  required  for  the  use  of 
the  army  were  made  in  the  same  way,  thus  securing  such  articles  as 
were  required  for  immediate  use,  and  providing  against  any  accumu- 
lation. On  the  1st  day  of  October  a  portion  of  the  Second,  Fifth,  Ninth 
Corps,  and  Second  Division  of  Cavalry,  under  their  respective  com- 
manders, made  a  demonstration  on  the  extreme  left,  near  Poplar  Springs 
Church.  Hard  fighting  ensued  and  the  enemy  driven  from  his  position. 
On  this  reconnaissance  the  troops  took  four  days'  rations  and  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  upon  the  person.  All  the  trains  were  loaded  with 
six  days'  rations  and  forage  to  their  utmost  extent,  hitched  up  ready  to 
move  on  immediate  notice.  The  only  transportation  allowed  with  the 
troops  was  one-half  of  the  ambulances,  spring  wagons,  and  pack-mules 
belonging  to  headquarters.  On  the  27th  of  October  another  demon- 
stration was  made  on  the  left,  with  a  view  of  extending  our  lines.  Por- 
tions of  the  Second,  Fifth,  and  Ninth  Corps,  and  the  Second  Division 
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of  Cavalry  moved  early  iu  the  day.  While  the  Filth  and  Ninth  Corps 
confronted  the  enemy,  the  Second  Corps  and  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Hancock,  crossed  Hatcher's  Eun,  on  the  Vaughaa 
road.  The  Fifth  Corps  then  moved  up  the  stream,  with  the  view  of 
connecting  with  the  Second  Corps,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  The 
enemy  taking  advantage  of  our  position,  came  down  upon  our  troops 
with  great  impetuosity,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss.  On  the 
28th  all  the  troops  returned  to  tUeir  former  camps.  During  these 
operations  the  wagons,  containing  i-.itrenching  tools,  the  ammunition, 
hospital  stores,  and  forage,  that  were  to  accompany  the  troops,  remained 
parked  in  a  secure  place,  waiting  the  developments  of  the  demon- 
stration at  Hatcher's  Kun.  Four  days'  rations  and  sixty  rounds  of 
ammunition  were  taken  upon  the  persou,  one  lialf  of  the  cavalry  small- 
arm  ammunition  and  forty  rounds  of  infantry  were  takei]  in  wagons. 
One-half  of  the  ambulances,  one  medical  and  one  hospital  wagon  to 
each  brigade,  one  forage  and  one  battery  wagon  to  every  twelve  guns, 
and  such  pack  animals  as  were  required  to  carry  the  rations  of  oiiicers, 
accompanied  the  troops.  The  cavalry  took  no  forage  trains  whatever, 
each  cavalryman  being  required  to  carry  sufficient  forage  to  last 
during  the  operations.  The  general  trains  of  the  army  were  loaded 
with  the  prescribed  amount  of  suj^plies  and  ammunition,  and  moved 
to  City  Point,  within  the  fortification.  All  artillery  animals  in  the 
inclosed  works,  not  required,  were  sent  to  City  Point  to  the  Artillery 
Keserve  ammunition  train.  The  depots  upon  the  line  of  railroad  were 
broken  up  and,  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise,  all  the  em- 
ployes of  the  (]uartermaster's  department  belonging  to  the  general 
trains,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  to  every  three  teams,  were  organ- 
ized, armed,  and  equipped  for  duty,  and  placed  under  competent  ofli- 
cers.  By  this  arrangement  a  brigade  of  2,724  men  was  obtained,  and 
such  were  the  preparations  made  and  precautions  taken  by  this  depart- 
ment during  the  operations  of  the  army  that  no  special  guards  were 
required  for  the  wagon  trains.  During  the  first  week  of  December  the 
Sixth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  General  Wright,  returned  from  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  the  trans]>ortation  being  shipped  from  Alexandria 
to  City  Point,  Va.  On  the  2Jth  of  March  the  enemy  concentrated  his 
troops  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  made  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
attack,  and  succeeded  in  breaking  through  the  lines  at  Fort  Stedman. 
They,  however,  were  soon  repulsed  and  driven  back  with  great  loss  to 
his  intrenchments,  the  works  retaken,  and  many  prisoners  captured. 
Preparations  now  commenced  for  the  most  brilliant  and  successful  cam- 
paign of  the  war.  The  transportation  of  the  whole  army  was  in  a  per- 
fect state  of  readiness,  the  wagons  repaired,  animals  recuperated,  and 
everything  complete.  Ou  the  29th  of  March  the  Second  Division  of 
Cavalry  was  detached  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  joined  the 
other  two  divisions  under  General  Sheridan,  who  was  to  co-operate  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  movements.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac 
at  this  time  numbered  as  follows : 


Arm  of  service. 


Infantry  .. 
Artillery... 
Engineers. 

Total 


Number  of  each  claas. 


1  Average  per  1,000  men. 


Men.  Animals.      Wagons.       Animals.       Wagons. 


97, 921 
6, 7'J2 
3,064 


15,  949 
7,439 
2,408 


107,777 


25, 796 


1,  7.i6 
49.)  I 
197 


162 

1,095 

785 


2,448 


17 
73 
64 


22 
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The  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  moved  from  their  -works  to  the  left,  the 
Sixth  and  Ninth  Corps  occupying  their  line.  The  troops  were  supplied 
with  four  days'  rations  and  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  upon  the  person, 
eight  days'  supplies  for  men  and  animals  being  taken  in  the  supiily  and 
sixty  rounds  per  man  in  the  ammunition  trains.  The  Fifth  Corps  moved 
westerly  to  the  junction  of  the  Old  Stage  and  Vaughau  roads,  supporting 
the  Second  Corps.  The  latter,  taking  the  Vaughau  road,  crossed  Hatch- 
er's Eun  and  communicated  with  the  Fifth  Corps.  The  Sixth  and  Ninth 
Corps  remained  in  their  line  of  works  before  Petersburg,  the  surplus 
artillery  being  placed  in  their  rear.  The  ammunition  train  of  the  Artil- 
lery Reserve  did  not  accompany  the  troops,  but  remained  in  park  at  City 
Point.  All  the  sick  were  removed  to  the  depot  field  hospital  at  City 
Point.  The  supply  trains  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps  not  accompany- 
ing the  troops  remained  in  park  near  Hatcher's  Run.  Each  corps  had 
flvefour-gunbatteries,  one  battery  wagon, intrenching  tools,  and  half  the 
ambulances,  one  medical  and  one  hospital  wagon  to  each  brigade,  and 
one  with  forage  for  each  division  ammunition  train  that  accompanied 
the  troops.  The  remaining  ambulances  were  parked  with  the  general 
trains  of  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps.  Twelve  wagons,  with  twenty 
rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  were  taken  with  each  division.  On  the 
30th  the  trains  of  the  Fifth  Corps  moved  to  the  north  side  of  Gravelly 
Eun,  the  other  trains  moving  on  the  Vaughan  road.  Heavy  rains  now 
set  in  and  continued  unceasingly  for  forty-eight  hours,  rendering  the 
roads  im])a8sable  for  heavy  trains  and  artillery,  the  trains  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  being  fifty-six  hours  in  making  the  distance  of  four  miles.  Dur- 
ing the  day  the  enemy  made  an  attack  upon  the  Fifth  Corps,  forcing 
them  back,  and  then  immediately  turned  upon  the  cavalry,  which 
retired  to  the  vicinity  of  Dinwiddle  Court-House.  The  Fifth  Corps 
moved  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry,  reporting  to  General  Sheridan, 
and  succeeded  in  checking  the  farther  advance  of  the  enemy.  The 
ambulances  of  the  Sixth  Corps  were  used  to  convey  the  wounded  of 
the  cavalry  to  the  railroad,  from  whence  they  were  conveyed  to  City 
Point-Hospital.  On  the  morning  of  the  lid  of  April  an  attack  was  made 
along  the  front  line,  which  was  broken  by  the  Sixth  Corps  pressing  rap- 
idly forward,  cutting  the  enemy's  line  in  the  center,  forcing  a  part  back 
into  Petersburg,  and  drove  the  balance  up  the  line  of  the  South  Side 
Eailroad,  where  they  were  closely  followed  by  the  Second  Corps.  All 
the  available  ambulances  were  sent  to  convey  the  wounded  to  the  hos- 
pitals. During  the  night  Eichmond  and  Petersburg  were  evacuated  by 
the  enemy,  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corps  following  the  retreating  army, 
giving  them  no  time  to  rest  or  intrench.  The  trains,  replenished  with 
the  prescribed  amount  of  supplies,  moved  toward  Burke's  Station,  on 
the  Cox  road,  at  such  a  distance  as  would  not  embarrass  the  movements 
of  the  troops.  On  the  4th  of  April  heavy  rains  set  in,  rendering  the  roads 
almost  impassable  for  heavy  teams.  Men  were  detailed  from  the  several 
commands  to  corduroy  the  roads  and  otherwise  aid  in  moving  forward. 
On  the  6th  the  enemy  still  continued  his  retreat,  the  Second,  Fifth,  and 
Sixth  Corps  pursuing  by  the  Eichmond  and  Danville  Eailroad  toward 
Deatonsville.  At  Salem  [Sailor's]  Creek  the  enemy  endeavored  to  make 
a  stand,  but  were  soon  driven  by  the  Second  Corps  across  the  creek  to 
the  Appomattox,  capturing  350  wagons,  which  were  burned,  and  about 
1,500  prisoners.  On  another  portion  of  the  line  the  Sixth  Corps  also 
attacked  and  drove  the  enemy,  capturing  several  thousand  prisoners,  and 
continued  the  pursuit  toward  Farm  ville.   Theempty  supply  wagons  were 
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used  to  convey  tlie  wounded  of  their  respective  corps  to  Burke's  Station. 
On  the  7th  the  pursuit  was  still  kept  up  with  renewed  vigor,  the  enemy 
abandoning  and  destroying  wagons,  caissons,  and  stores  along  the  line 
of  march.  Our  forces,  losing  no  time,  moved  to  the  enemy's  right,  left, 
and  center,  keeping  him  constantly  compelled  to  defend  his  trains,  and 
on  the  9th  had  so  completely  surrounded  him  that  when  the  head  of 
his  column  reached  Appomattox  Court-House  the  cavalry  and  Fifth 
Corps  were  there  to  confront  him.  All  hopes  to  extricate  his  army 
having  fled,  General  Lee  accepted  the  terms  offered,  and  surrendered 
all  the  forces  known  as  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  formal 
surrender  took  place  on  the  10th  of  April.  All  the  ordnance  stores 
resulting  from  the  surrender  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  chief  of 
ordnance  at  army  headquarters,  and  were  transported  to  Burke's  Sta- 
tion by  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
All  the  quartermaster's  property  received  from  the  surrender  was 
turned  over  to  the  cbief  quartermaster  Army  of  the  James.  The 
reports  of  the  chief  quartermasters  of  the  several  corps  of  the  army 
will  give  in  detail  their  operations  during  the  year.  Immediately  after 
the  surrender  all  the  transportation  of  the  army  moved  to  the  vicinity 
of  Burke's  Station.  The  Ninth  Corps  guarded  a  portion  of  the  line 
of  railroads  to  Petersburg  until  the  20th  of  April,  when  it  was  detached 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C.  On 
the  23d  of  April  the  Sixth  Corps,  and  twelve  days'  marching  rations 
and  the  full  amount  of  ammunition,  with  a  pontoon  train,  started  for 
Danville,  where  they  arrived  on  the  27th.  On  the  2d  day  of  May  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  started  on  its  homeward  march  for  Washington, 
arriving  at  Eichmond  on  tlie  4th  and  5th  of  May.  On  the  6th  the 
whole  army  (save  the  Sixth  Corps)  i)assed  in  review  at  Eichmond,  and 
moved  directly  for  Washington  witli  the  trains,  by  way  of  Hanover 
Court-House,  Fredericksburg,  Fairfax  Court-House,  arriving  near  Fort 
Albany  on  the  11th  of  May.  The  Sixth  Corps,  returning  from  Danville 
by  the  same  route,  arrived  a  few  days  later.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of 
thje  army  before  Washington  orders  were  received  from  the  War 
Department  to  muster  out  a  large  portion  of  its  troops.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  28th  of  June,  that  portion  of  the  army  not  mustered  out 
was  converted  into  the  provisional  corps,  commanded  by  General 
Wright,  and  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ceased  to  exist.  I  should  fail 
doing  justice  to  many  worthy  officers  serving  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac did  I  not  acknowledge  their  signal  ability  on  every  occasion  during 
the  late  campaign  and  the  interest  and  zeal  they  have  ever  manifested 
in  the  performance  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them,  nor  should  I  fail 
to  acknowledge  the  ready  and  unceasing  co-operation  I  have  received 
in  my  official  position  from  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Armies  oper- 
ating against  Eichmond — Maj.Gen.EufusIngalls.  Accompanying  this 
report  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  distance  traveled  daily  by  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  as  indicated  by  the  odometer,  and  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  public  money  received,  transferred,  and  remaining  on 
hand  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1865. 
BespectfuUy  submitted. 

E.  N.  BATCHELDEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  tlie  Potomac. 


Chap.  LXni.] 


THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN. 


261 


Taih  of  distances  traveled  Vy  the  Amiy  of  the  Potomac  daily,  as  indicated  hy  the 

odometer. 


Bate. 


Places. 


Miles. 


MaT.  29,1865 
April  1, 1865 
April  2, 1865 
April  a,  186.=< 
April  4, 1865 
April  5, 1365 
April  6, 1865 
April  7, 18C5 
April  8, 1865 
April  9, 1865 
Aprilll,1865 
Aprill2,18fl5 
May    2, 1865 


M.xy 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
Mav 


3, 1865 
4, 1865 
5, 1865 
6, 18G5 
7, 1865 
8, 1865 
9, 1865 


May  10,1865 
May  11,1865 

Total  . . 


From  Aiken's  Honse  to  near  Hatcher's  Knn 

From  near  Hatcher's  Run  to  near  Dahney's  Mill 

From  near  Dabuey'sMill  to  Talley'a  Hou.se 

From  Talley'a  House  to  Sutlierlaud's  Station 

From  Sutheriand's  Station  to  Jones'  House 

From  Jones'  House  to  near  Jctersrillo  Station 

From  ri^ar  Jetersville  Station  to  Deatonsville 

From  Deatonsville  to  Hioe's  Stiitiou 

From  Kice's  Station  to  Shepherd's  House 

From  Shepherd's  Honse  lo  near  Abbitt's  House 

From  near  Abbitt's  House  to  near  Farroville 

From  near  Farmville  to  Burke's  Station 

From  Bnrkp's  Station  to  Scott's  Shop 

From  Scott's  Shop  to  Cox's  Honse 

From  Cox's  House  to  near  Mancliester,  Ta 

From  Manchester  to  near  James  River 

From  Manchester  to  Hanover  Court- House 

From  Hanover  Conrt-House  to  "White  Chimneys 

From  AVhite  Chimneys  to  beyond  Villeborouch 

From  beyond  Villebo'ronffh  to  Stafford  Court-Honse. 
From  Stafford  Court-Housc  to  Manchester  House  . . . 
From  Manchester  House  to  Fort  Albany 


9i 

I' 
8 

II' 

18i 
17 

20J 
244 
20i 

m 

20j 

lOJ 

24i 

28J 

2) 

23.i 
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Statement   of  public  money   received,  transferred,  and  remaining  on  hand   during   tfte 
fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1S65. 


On  hand  June  30,  1864 

Received  from  officers 

Expended  during  the  year . . 
Tran.sferred  during  the  year 
On  hand  June  30,  1865 

Total 


$13, 534. 45 
42, 833. 87 


2,  903. 83 
36, 561.  68 
IC,  902. 81 


56,  368.  32 


Respectfally  submitted. 

E.  K.  BATCHELDEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  0.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  JD.  G. 

[40, 42, 46.1 


Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  T.  Eclcert,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  TT.  S.  Army, 

Assistant  Superintendent  U.  8.  Military  Telegraph,  of  operations  July  1, 

1864,  to  June  30,  1865. 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  0,  1865. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  18C5,  pursuant  to  General  Orders, 
No.  39,  dated  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  July  1, 1805: 

My  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1804,  was  for- 
warded to  your  office  December  8,  1804. 

I  have  been  on  duty  during  the  year  as  assistant  superintendent  IT.  S. 
Military  Telegraph,  in  charge  of  all  telegraj)h  lines  in  the  Departments 
of  the  Potomac,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  the  South.  My  head- 
quarters have  been  at  Washington,  D.  C 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  tiscal  year  the  armies  under  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Grant  were  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Eichmond  and  Petersburg, 
and  communication  was  had  from  Washington  via  Wilmington,  Del., 
thence  along  the  Eastern  Shore  to  Cherrystone  Point,  connecting 
there  with  cable  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  thence  via  Torktown,  Jamestown 
Island,  Surry  Court-House,  Fort  Powhatan,  and  City  Point.  The  line 
from  Swan  Point,  opposite  Jamestown  Island  via  Surry  Court-House, 
being  frequently  interrupted  by  guerrillas,  and  as  a  sufficient  force 
could  not  be  spared  for  its  proper  protection,  it  was. decided  to  lay  a 
cable  from  Jamestown  Island  to  Fort  Powhatan,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
two  miles  by  water.  This  cable  was  [laidj  in  July,  1864,  and  with  but 
few  interruptions,  occasioned  by  passing  vessels,  has  worked  more 
successfully  than  was  anticipated.  The  total  number  of  miles  of  cable 
in  the  line  between  Washington  via  Wilmington  to  City  Point,  is  fifty- 
two,  and  this  circuit  has  been  worked  direct  (that  is,  without  repeating 
stations)  and  almost  continually. 

The  headquarters  of  the  different  corps  of  the  armies  were  in  direct 
communication  with  each  other  and  with  Lieutenant-General  Grant's 
headquarters  by  means  of  the  field  telegraph.  In  case  of  a  temporary 
advance  of  our  troops  the  field  telegraph  wires,  arranged  on  reels 
placed  on  the  backs  of  mules  and  supported  by  small  poles  prepared 
for  the  purpose,  were  strung  out  and  offices  established  at  the  advanced 
posts  almost  simultaneously  with  the  advance. 

During  the  month  of  July,  1864,  a  rebel  force,  uiider  General  Early, 
made  a  raid  into  Maryland,  cutting  the  telegraph  line  leading  from 
Washington  to  Harper's  Ferry  a  short  distance  from  this  city,  and  all 
the  lines  connecting  Washington  with  tlie  North  at  a  point  near  Belts- 
ville,  nine  miles  from  Washington,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Ilailroad. 
Field  lines  were  rapidly  built  to  the  forts  around  Washington,  and 
offices  opened  at  Forts  Lincoln,  Totten,  Stevens,  Eeno,  and  Corcoran, 
at  Chain  Bridge  and  Arlington.     These  offices  were  kept  open  until 
the  rebel  army  had  retreated,  and  were  of  great  service  in  affording  a 
nieans  of  rapid  communication  between  all  parts  of  our  line.    The  mil- 
itary telegraph  line  to  Point  Lookout  was  the  only  line  extending  from 
the  city  any  considerable  distance,  and  for  three  days  all  telegrams  for 
the  army  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  for  the  North  were  sent  to 
Point  Lookout,  and  thence  by  dispatch  boat  to  Fort  Monroe,  from 
which  point  they  were  transmitted  to  their  destination.    By  this  means 
but  little  delay  was  occaf  oned  in  reaching  tlie  lieutenant-general  by 
telegraph.     As  our  forces  gradually  advanced  toward  Eichmond  by 
way  of  Chaffiu's  farm  and  to  the  southwest  of  Petersburg  across  the 
Weldon  railroad,  the  telegraph  lines  were  thrown  forward  to  all  of  the 
advanced  positions.     Until  the  movement  by  General  Grant,  about 
the  latter  part  of  March,  the  lines  remained  in  about  the  same  con- 
dition.   Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Eichmond  the  line  was 
extended  to  that  city,  and  an  office  opened  there  early  on  the  morning 
of  April  4.    An  office  was  also  opened  in  Petersburg  on  the  same  day. 
The  telegraph  line  on  the  South  Side  Eailroad  was  repaired  as  fast  as 
the  troops  advanced  in  pursuit  of  Lee,  communication  being  had  direct 
from  City  Point  to  headquarters  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant  each 
evening.    An  office  was  opened  at  Appomattox  Court-House  two  hours 
after  the  surrender  of  Lee  with  the  army  under  his  command.    Measures 
were  at  once  taken  to  repair  the  telegraph  lines  leading  west  and  south. 
An  office  was  opened  at  Lynchburg  April  16,  and  at  Danville  April  21. 
The  lines  of  the  Department  of  tlie  Potomac  and  Department  of 
Virginia  were  in  charge  of  A.  H.  Caldwell,  chief  operator,  and  D.  Doren, 
superintendent  of  construction,  both  of  whom,  with  the  men  under 
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their  charge,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  skill  and  energy  displayed  in 
establishing  and  maintaining  communication  with  the  advance  of  the 
army.  When  General  Schotiehl  went  to  North  Carolina,  in  January,  a 
telegraph  party  under  Eichard  O'Brien,  chief  operator,  was  sent  with 
him.  A  line  was  already  [established!  from  Morehead  City  to  a  short 
distance  beyond  Kew  Berne,  N.  C,  connecting  the  different  military 
posts  with  district  headquarters.  As  General  Schofield  advanced,  the 
line  was  extended  from  New  Berne  toward  Goldsborough. 

To  assist  in  the  operation  of  the  force  advancing  against  Wilming- 
ton by  way  of  Port  Fisher  a  line  was  built  from  the  fort  up  the  Penin- 
sula toward  the  city,  and  immediately  after  the  capture  was  extended 
into  the  city,  and  an  oflice  opened  there  February  23.  From  there  the 
line  was  extended  to  Goldsborough,  and  thence  to  Raleigh ;  the  office 
at  the  former  place  being  opened  JNIarch  23,  and  at  the  latter  place 
April  14.  Mr.  O'Brien  is  deserving  of  special  notice  for  his  energy  and 
perseverance  in  establishing  prompt  communication  by  telegraph  in 
this  department,  and  the  men  under  him  for  their  vigilance  and  faith- 
ful attention  to  the  interests  of  the  service. 

After  the  surrender  of  General  Johnston  and  the  forces  under  his 
command  arrangements  were  made  to  open  telegraphic  communication 
with  all  important  points  in  the  South  as  speedily  as  possible. 

In  April  a  line  from  Petersburg  to  Weldon  was  built,  and  the  line 
from  there  to  Ealeigh  and  to  Goldsborough  repaired.  The  lines  from 
Ealeigh  to  Greensborough  and  from  DanAdlle  to  Greensborough  were 
also  repaired. 

In  May  a  new  line  was  built  from  Alexandria  to  Fredericksburg,  and 
the  railroad  line  thence  to  Eichmond  repaired.  During  June  a  line  was 
built  from  Eichmond  to  Williamsburg,  Va.,  connecting  there  with  the 
line  to  Fort  Monroe. 

By  these  means  communication  was  had  with  all  important  points 
south,  and  all  telegraph  lines  placed  under  direct  supervision  of  the 
War  Department  through  the  military  telegraph. 

Fot  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  military  telegraph  in  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annual  report  of 
Capt.  James  E.  Gilmore,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  assistant  super- 
intendent U.  S.  Military  Telegraph,  who  had  charge,  under  my  direc- 
tion, of  the  lines  in  that  department. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  ECKEET, 
Major,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  and 
Assistant  Saperintendent  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General   U.  8.  Army,  Washington  Gity,  D.  G. 

[40,  42,  46.] 


Report  of  Col.  John  H.  Holman,  First  U.  S.  Golored  Troops,  of  oper- 
ations June  13. 

Headquarters  First  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Gamp  in  the  Field,  June  20, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movement  of  the  troops  under 
my  command  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  and  the  assault  upon 
his  works  before  Petersburg  on  the  15th  instant : 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  moved  from  City 
"P/^i.if  Q+.  9  a  m  nn  tha  iHt.h  instint  wifli  thft  fnllnwin<r  Command:  First 
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U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright;  Fifth  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  Colonel  Kussell;  two  companies  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cav- 
alry, Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn,  and  Captain  Choate's  battery. 
My  troops  composed  the  second  line  in  the  charge  upon  the  enemy's 
works,  encountered  about  five  miles  from  City  Point.  Colonel  Russell 
was  wounded  in  the  charge,  and  was  obliged  soon  after  in  consequence 
to  retire.  The  command  of  that  regiment  then  devolved  upon  Major 
Weld.  After  the  rout  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  the  First  United 
States  was  ordered  in  the  advance,  with  directions  to  clear  the  way  for 
the  advance  of  the  column,  and  upon  arriving  at  the  bridge,  about  one 
mile,  where  the  enemy  had  been  previously  intrenched,  and  deploy  to 
the  right  of  the  road.  From  this  point  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
engaged  and  quickly  di-iven  iji,  and  the  high  ground,  which  was 
desired  for  the  position  of  our  batteries,  secured.  This  was  about  9 
a.  m.  Seven  companies  of  the  First  United  States  were  subsequently 
deployed  ui)on  this  line.  About  this  time  Colonel  Washburn  was 
relieved  from  my  command,  as  was  also  Captain  Choate's  battery.  The 
Fifth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  were  partially  held  in  reserve  and  par- 
tially deployed  upon  the  left  flank  to  protect  that  part  of  the  line  and 
give  notice  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  The 
enemy  opened  and  kept  up  a  destructive  fire  from  his  artillery  and 
sharpshooters  upon  my  skirmish  line,  which  could  not  be  returned  with 
much  effect,  as  he  was  well  protected  by  his  intrenchments.  About 
5  p.  m.  I  was  informed  that  the  assault  would  soon  be  ordered  by  the 
skirmish  line  only.  I  made  such  dispositions  of  my  command  as  seemed 
to  me  best  suited  to  insure  success.  At  0  p.  m.  I  received  the  order 
from  General  Hinks  to  make  the  assault  with  the  skirmish  line.  I 
immediately  ordered  Colonel  Wright,  First  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  to 
advance  upon  the  enemy's  works;  at  the  same  time  I  ordered  the  cap- 
tain commanding  two  companies  of  the  Fifth  Q.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
whose  men  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  left,  to  make  a  deter- 
mined assault  upon  the  enemy's  works  in  his  front  in  connection  with 
the  First  United  States.  Those  two  companies  did  not  advance,  for 
what  reason  I  am  not  aware.  At  the  same  time  I  dismounted  and  took 
immediate  command  of  two  companies  of  the  First  United  States  on 
the  left  near  the  Jordan  Point  road.  The  ground  upon  the  left  cover- 
ing the  approach  to  the  works  in  my  front  was  found  to  be  covered 
with  timber  and  brush,  and  exceedingly  difllcult  to  cross.  The  right 
of  the  line  under  Colonel  Wright,  having  smooth  ground  to  advance 
over,  reached  and  carried  the  enemy's  works  known  as  Battery  No.  6 
before  I  had  very  much  advanced  through  the  brush  and  timber  on  the 
left.  I  moved  forward  the  two  companies  on  the  left  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble, and  received  the  fire  from  the  gun  known  as  Battery  No.  9  when 
within  fifty  yards,  and  carried  the  battery  from  the  front,  the  enemy 
running  to  Battery  No.  10,  which  was  still  stubbornly  held,  when 
opportunely  the  Fourth  United  States,  Avho  had  entered  the  enemy's 
works  farther  to  the  right,  came  down  upon  their  flank  and  carried  the 
position. 

Great  credit  is  due  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright,  commanding  First 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  all  the  line  ofiicers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand; also  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Cav- 
alry for  the  prompt  obedience  to  the  orders  communicated  to  him. 

For  further  details  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright,  together 
with  a  diagram  of  the  enemy's  position,  is  herewith  forwarded.    Par- 
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ticular  attention  is  called  to  that  part  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright's 
report  relative  to  the  inefiBciency  of  the  stretcher  corps. 

Much  to  my  surprise  I  received  notice  about  9  o'clock  the  next  day 
that  some  of  the  wounded  had  not  been  removed  from  near  Battery 
No.  8,  which  fact  I  immediately  communicated  to  the  adjutant-general. 
I  am,  captain,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  HOLMAN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  Solon  A.  Carteb, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[40.] 


Report  of  Col.  Samuel  A.  Duncan,  Fourth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  com- 
manding brigade,  of  operations  June  15-19. 

Hdqbs.  2d  Beig.,  3d  Div.,  Eighteenth  Army  Coeps, 

In  the  Field,  June  25,  1864. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  operations  before  Petersburg  from  the  15th 
instant  to  the  19th,  inclusive: 

The  brigade  broke  camp  near  Point  of  Kocks,  Ya.,  on  the  evening  of 
the  14th,  crossed  the  Appomattox  on  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Broadway 
at  11  p.  m.,  and  went  into  bivouac,  reporting  to  the  division  commander, 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Hinks.  At  3  a.  m.  of  the  15th  the  brigade  moved  out 
toward  Petersburg  on  the  middle  road,  its  march  being  somewhat 
impeded  by  the  passage  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  The  effective  fighting  force  of  the  brigade  on 
the  morning  of  the  15th  was  about  2,200  men. 

Three  miles  from  Broadway  the  progress  of  the  column  was  arrested 
by  the  fire  of  a  rebel  battery  posted  on  Baylor's  farm,  a  mile  in  advance. 
A  reconnaissance  by  General  Kautz's  cavalry  developed  the  position  of 
the  enemy.  It  was  naturally  one  of  very  considerable  strength,  being 
the  crest  of  rapidly  rising  ground  300  yards  in  rear  of  an  exceedingly 
difficult  wood.  The  wood  deserves  special  mention.  It  was  about  600 
yards  in  depth  and  was  traversed  by  a  turnpike  and  a  railroad  in  direc- 
tions diagonal  to  that  to  be  followed  by  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
works.  These  roads  in  places  were  deep  cuts,  and  proved  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  advance  of  a  line  of  battle.  Moreover,  the  bottom  of 
the  wood  was  marshy  and  obstructed  with  fallen  timber  and  covered 
with  a  dense  thicket  of  vines  and  bushes  twenty  feet  high. 

A  hastily  constructed  earth-work  with  a  connected  line  of  rifle-pits, 
crossing  the  road  at  right  angles  and  running  along  the  crest  nearly 
parallel  to  the  outline  of  the  wood,  added  much  to  the  natural  strength 
of  the  position,  and  rendered  the  enemy's  occupation  of  this  point  a 
serious  obstacle  to  farther  progress. 

Behind  this  parapet  the  enemy  was  posted  with  four  pieces  of  artillery 
and  a  considerable  force  of  infantry.  This  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  in  front  of  the  wood  with  orders  from  General  Hinks  to  move 
through  and  take  the  enemy's  works.  The  Fifth  Regiment,  Colonel 
Conine,  held  the  right;  the  Twenty-second,  Colonel  Kiddoo,  the  right 
center;  the  Fourth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers,  the  left  center;  and  the 
Sixth  Regiment,  Colonel  Ames,  the  left.  Colonel  Holman's  command 
formed  the  second  line.    The  order  given  to  each  regimental  commander 
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of  the  first  line  was  to  open  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy  upon  reaching  the 
farther  skirt  of  the  wood,  to  reform  the  line  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
which  would  necessarily  become  much  disjointed  in  passing  over  such 
obstructed  ground,  and  then  await  the  order  to  charge. 

As  the  line  moved  forward  the  enemy's  battery  opened  a  furious  shell- 
ing of  the  woods,  inflicting  considerable  damage.  The  Fourth  Eegi- 
ment  was  the  first  to  reach  the  open  field.  The  center  companies  of 
this  regiment,  injudiciously  and  without  orders,  and  before  any  attempt 
at  a  correction  of  the  alignment,  started  forward  for  the  works  with 
cheers.  This  demonstration,  checked  immediately  by  Colonel  Eogers, 
who  ordered  the  couijjanies  back  to  the  cover  of  the  woods,  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  who  instantly  opened  upon  the  regiment  a 
destructive  fire  of  canister  from  all  his  guns.  The  inexperience  of  the 
troops,  the  terrible  fire  to  which  they  were  subjected,  and  the  nature  of 
ground  caused  no  little  confusion  among  them,  which  was  much  increased 
by  the  second  line  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment  opening  fire  upon 
the  first  line. 

Captain  King  was  killed  and  Captains  Mendall  and  Parrington  and 
Lieutenant  Brigham  wounded,  the  latter  mortally. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  men  of  the  regiment  were  killed  and 
wounded  at  this  point. 

The  Sixth  Kegimeut  in  the  blindness  of  the  wood  had  partially  over- 
lapped and  become  involved  with  the  Fourth.  On  reaching  the  edge 
of  the  wood  it  found  itself  subjected  to  an  enfilading  fire  on  the  left. 
These  combined  circumstances  rendered  tbo  left  of  the  line  of  no  avail 
for  an  immediate  charge,  but  the  fire  directed  toward  the  left  had 
enabled  the  right  of  the  line  to  form  with  comparative  regularity,  when 
the  charge  was  ordered.  Through  the  brisk  fire  now  turned  upon  the 
right  wing  the  Fifth  and  Twenty-second  IJegiments  swept  gallantly  up 
the  intervening  declivity  and  into  the  rebel  works.  The  enemy  fled 
precipitately,  abandoning  one  12-pounder,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Twenty-second,  and  was  immediately  turned  upon  the  retreating  foe. 

The  charge  was  made  at  8  a.  m.  The  brigade  rested  for  an  hour, 
reformed,  and  then  moved  on  toward  the  strong  deienses  at  Jordan's 
field.  Arriving  near  these  works  at  10  a.  m.,  the  Fifth  Regiment  was 
deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  moved  forward 
through  a  dense  thicket  f  r  half  a  mile  to  a  position  fronting  Batteries 
Nos.  9  and  10.  It  was  hoped  that  the  fire  of  these  skirmishers  would 
seriously  annoy  if  not  entirely  silence  the  guns  in  these  works,  which 
held  a  very  commanding  position  relative  to  the  works  opposite  our 
right  and  against  which  the  main  attack  was  intended,  but  the  distance 
from  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  the  redoubts  against  which  the  regiment 
was  operating  was  so  great — fully  COO  yards — that  they  accomplished 
little,  save  to  distract  the  enemy's  attention. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  it  was  impossible  for  the  skir- 
mishers to  advance  nearer  to  the  works  with  any  safety,  except  under 
cover  of  night.  Furthermore,  any  advance  of  the  regiment  beyond  this 
lioint  would  have  separated  it  from  all  support  from  the  rest  of  the 
command,  which  was  to  be  advanced  in  a  dilierent  direction. 

Meanwhile  an  attempt  was  made  to  open  an  artillery  fire  npon  these 
redoubts  from  an  open  field  to  right  and  rear  of  this  regiment.  Both 
Captain  Choate's  and  Captain  Angel's  batteries  were  brought  up,  but 
every  part  of  the  field  was  so  thoroughly  commanded  by  a  direct,  an 
oblique,  and  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns  that  prudence 
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dictated  the  withdrawal  of  the  batteries.  At  1  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  General  Hinks,  the  Fifth  Regiment,  which  had  suffered 
considerably,  was  Avithdrawn,  two  companies  being  left  to  continue  the 
demonstration  and  to  guard  our  left  ilank. 

A  double  line  of  battle  was  then  formed  in  the  field  before  mentioned 
in  the  following  order:  The  Fourth  Eegiment  on  the  right  and  the 
Twenty-second  on  the  left  of  the  first  line,  and  the  Fifth  on  the  right 
and  the  Sixth  on  the  left  of  the  second  line.  The  First  Regiment 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright, 
connected  with  the  left  of  the  first  line.  The  lines  when  formed  were 
advanced  600  yards  to  the  crest  in  Jordan's  field,  which  had  been  par- 
tially occupied  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  First  Eegiment. 

This  was  a  work  of  great  difficulty  owing  to  the  triple  fire  of  the 
enemy,  which  had  previously  prevented  the  planting  of  our  batteries, 
and  which  was  now  directed  with  increasing  rapidity  and  with  great 
accuracy  upon  all  our  movements.  In  this  advance  our  batteries, 
placed  well  in  the  rear,  were  used  with  effect,  drawing  off  somewhat 
the  fire  that  would  otherwise  have  been  directed  upon  our  infantry  lines. 

It  was  2  p.  m.  when  the  crest  was  gained  and  the  right  of  the  brigade 
connected  with  General  Brooks'  left.  Here  we  lay  five  hours,  suffering 
much  from  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  he  never  remitted. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  the  skirmish  line  was  re-enforced,  three  companies  of 
the  Fourth,  under  Majjor  Boernstein,  and  four  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
second,  under  Major  Cook,  being  used  for  this  purpose.  These  officers 
were  instructed  to  push  their  skirmishers  well  to  the  front  and  to 
charge  the  works  as  soon  as  the  charge  should  begin  to  their  right. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  were 
driven  in  by  repeated  advances  of  our  skirmish  line,  and  when  at  7 
p.  m.  General  Brooks  moved  forward  to  the  assault  our  skirmishers 
charged  gallantly  through  a  very  heavy  fire  upon  the  works  immedi- 
ately before  them,  carrying  them  with  loud  cheers  and  capturing  one 
iron  gun  and  two  12-pounders  in  Battery  Ko.  7.  The  honor  of  this 
capture  is  claimed  by  both  the  Fourth  and  the  Twenty-second  Regi- 
ments. As  the  work  was  near  the  middle  of  our  line  it  is  probable 
that  men  from  both  regiments  entered  it,  but  in  the  absence  of  any 
formal  investigation  into  the  question  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the 
work  was  first  entered  by  men  of  the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  and 
that  to  this  regiment  belongs  the  chief  credit  of  this  affair,  so  far  as 
any  portion  of  the  line  can  appropriate  to  itself  the  credit,  where  all 
behaved  so  gallantly  and  success  depeuded  so  greatly  upon  the  mutual 
support  of  all  the  parts.  As  soon  as  the  works  were  carried  the 
reserves  of  the  Fourth  and  the  Twenty-second  Regiments,  which  had 
been  kept  back  out  of  canister  range,  were  ordered  forward  under 
their  respective  commanders  to  support  the  skirmishers  in  such  move- 
ment against  the  remaining  defenses  as  circumstances  might  warrant. 

Colonel  Kiddoo,  passing  into  the  works  at  Battery  No.  7,  hastily 
reformed  bis  command,  and  supported  by  the  First  Regiment  pushed 
gallantly  on  against  Battery  No.  8,  a  strong  work  advantageously 
posted  on  a  considerable  elevation  behind  a  difficult  ravine.  This, 
after  heavy  resistance  and  considerable  loss,  he  turned  and  carried, 
capturing  one  gun. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Rogers,  meanwhile,  having  reformed  his  regi- 
ment, moved,  by  command  of  Major-General  Smith,  against  Battery 
No.  8,  but  finding  it  already  held  by  our  forces  passed  in  front  of  it 
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op  through  the  deep  ravine  and  made  for  Battery  No.  9,  a  work  500 
yards  distant  and  commanding  the  positions  already  taken.  As  he 
approached  the  enemy  retired  to  Battery  No.  10,  upon  which  Colonel 
Eogers  immediately  charged,  driving  out  the  occupants  and  capturing 
one  gun,  with  caissons  and  horses. 

This  position  taken  the  enemy  immediately  abandoned  Battery  No.  11, 
although  from  the  statements  of  prisoners  it  appears  that  the  Forty- 
second  North  Carolina  Eegiment  was  close  at  hand  to  re-enforce  the 
work. 

It  was  impossible  to  move  our  second  line  of  battle  in  the  direction 
pursued  by  the  first,  on  account  of  the  angle  which  it  formed  with  the 
lines  of  General  Brooks,  and  with  which  by  a  forward  movement  it 
would  become  involved.  Consequently  it  was  swung  around  and  moved 
forward  toward  the  front  of  Batteries  Nos.  9, 10,  and  11,  with  view  to 
feeling  the  strength  of  the  positions,  and  if  found  advisable  attacking 
them.  As  these  dispositions  were  being  made  an  order  was  given  by 
General  Smith,  who  now  appeared  in  person  on  this  part  of  the  field, 
to  assault  the  works.  A  column  with  battalion  front  was  at  once 
formed,  the  Sixth  Eegiment  leading  and  the  Fifth  forming  the  second 
line.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  and  the  advance  commenced,  a 
battery  being  ordered  up  to  assist  the  movement. 

The  way  lay  over  a  ravine  600  yards  in  extent  and  greatly  obstructed 
by  stumps,  piles  of  wood,  fallen  timber,  bushes,  and  pools.  Darkness 
had  come  on,  so  that  our  only  guide  was  the  flashes  from  the  enemy's 
guns.  The  column  advanced  as  best  it  could,  receiving  only  an  occa- 
sional shot,  the  main  fire  of  the  enemy  being  directed  upon  the  storm- 
ing parties  approaching  ou  the  flank.  The  column  had  only  reached 
the  bottom  of  the  ravine  when  the  shouts  ahead  told  that  our  forces 
had  gained  the  works. 

It  was  now  9  o'clock.  The  brigade  was  reformed  and  rested  for 
the  night  near  Battery  10,  details  being  set  at  work  cutting  down  the 
reverse  slope  of  the  fortifications  as  a  precaution  against  an  appre- 
hended attack. 

In  the  morning  the  brigade,  having  been  relieved  by  troops  of  the 
Second  Army  Corps,  moved  to  the  rear  and  took  position  near  the 
junction  of  the  Spring  Hill  and  City  Point  roads,  where  details  were 
employed  in  constructing  defensive  works. 

On  the  17th  the  Sixth  Eegiment  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Martindale  for  a  reconnaissance,  but  returned  soon  after  going  out,  the 
reconnaissance  having  been  given  up. 

The  Fifth  Eegiment  on  the  same  day  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Martindale  for  ijicket  duty,  and  was  so  employed  during  the  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  Fifth  Eegiment  rejoined  the  brigade, 
which  now,  by  order  of  General  Hinks,  reported  to  General  Martindale 
for  duty.  Two  regiments,  the  Sixth  and  the  Twenty-second,  were  held 
in  reserve.  The  other  two,  the  Fourth  and  the  Fifth,  were  sent  to 
General  Stannard,  by  whom  they  were  employed  to  form  the  right  of 
our  second  line  of  battle  resting  on  the  Appomattox.  An  advance  of 
our  lines  took  place  in  the  afternoon,  in  which  these  regiments  suffered 
considerably. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  19th  the  brigade  was  relieved  by  troops  of 
the  Sixth  Corps,  and  returned  to  the  division  near  the  "Walthall  house. 
Thence  it  marched  to  Spring  Hill,  and  at  6  p.  m.  crossed  the  Appo- 
mattox and  went  into  camp  near  Point  of  itocks. 
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lu  these  operations  the  brigade  lost  as  follows 

Killed 


Troope. 


4th  V.  S.  Colored  Troops . 
5th  V.  S.  Cotared  Troops  . 
6th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  . 
22d  n.  S.  Colored  Troops  . 
4th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  . 
4th  tr.  S.  Colored  Troops  . 
5th  IT.  S.  Colored  Iroopa . 


Total. 


■Wounded,  r    Missing. 


E 


Total  of  Idlled,  mounded,  and  missing  is  416. 


42 


114 
19 
47 

125 

1 

11 

22 


I 

g  i  June  15, 1364, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Jnne  16, 1864. 

June  18, 1864. 

Do. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  loss  on  the  15th  was  very  severe,  being  in 
the  aggregate  378;  but,  while  deeply  deploring  the  loss  of  so  many 
valued  officers  and  brave  men,  the  colonel  commanding  finds  abundant 
occasion  for  rejoicing  over  the  important  successes  of  the  day  and  the 
splendid  behavior  of  the  troops.  The  troops  were  all  untried  in  battle, 
and  by  many  it  was  still  a  problem  whether  the  negro  would  fight. 
The  events  of  the  day  justify  the  most  sanguine  expectations  for  the 
future.  Skirmishers  pushed  forward  with  boldness;  lines  advanced 
firmly ;  hours  of  inaction  under  hea  vy  fire  were  endured  with  fortitude ; 
assaults  were  made  with  gallantry,  and  wounds  endured  heroically. 

The  brigade  captured  during  the  day  six  pieces  of  artillery,  the 
work  and  line  of  rifle-pits  at  Baylor's  farm,  and  five  of  the  strongly 
fortified  works  on  the  principal  line  of  defenses  around  Petersburg. 

Appended  are  the  correspondiug  reports  of  the  several  regimental 
commanders  of  the  brigade.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  A.  DUNCAN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Solon  A.  Caetbr, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[40.] 


Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Morgan.,  Assistant  Tnspector- General, 
U.  8.  Army,  chief  of  staff,  Second  Army   Corps,  of  operations  June 

15-16. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

June  25,  1864. 

Gbnerax:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of 
occurrences  preceding  and  attending  the  march  of  this  corps  to  Peters- 
burg, June  14  and  15 : 

About  11  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  14th  a  telegraphic  message  was 
received  from  Major-General  Meade,  stating  that  60,000  rations  had 
been  ordered  from  City  Point;  that  as  soon  as  they  were  issued  the 
corps  would  take  the  nearest  and  most  direct  route  to  Petersburg, 
taking  position  with  its  left  on  the  City  Point  Eailroad,  where  the  road 
from  Windmill  Point  crosses,  and  extending  along  Harrison's  Creek 
toward  its  mouth.  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  I  sent  the  chief  com- 
missary, Colonel  Smith,  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river  to  make  all 

•  N«ft  found. 
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necessary  arrangements  for  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  the  rations, 
and  directed  the  quartermaster,  Captain  McBntee,  to  send  the  trans- 
port to  the  upper  wharf,  then  in  process  of  repair,  as  soon  as  it  arrived. 
At  2  o'clock  I  went  down  to  the  wharf  to  expedite  the  crossing.  About 
8  a.  m.  Major  Braiuerd,  engineer  detachment,  who  had  been  repairing 
the  wharf  where  the  rations  were  to  be  received,  returned  to  the  north 
bank  and  reported  to  me  that  Colonel  Smith  was  at  the  wharf  with  his 
detaDs,  and  that  the  transport  containing  the  rations  had  just  arrived. 
I  saw  a  transport  then  lying  at  the  wharf,  and  after  watching  it  for  a 
length  of  time  sufficient  to  allow  of  its  being  unloaded  it  disappeared. 
I  reported,  therefore,  to  Major- General  Hancock  that  the  rations  had 
come  and  were  being  issued.  (It  is  proper  to  state  that  Major  Brainerd 
now  says  he  stated  only  to  me  his  impression  that  the  rations  had 
arrived.  It  was  conveyed  to  me  in  so  positive  a  manner,  indeed  as  a 
message  from  the  commissary,  that  I  had  no  doubt  of  the  fact.)     At 

a.  m.,  when  the  order  came  for  the  corps  to  march  without  its 

rations,  an  answer  was  returned  that  they  had  arrived.    The  mistake 

was  discovered  at ,  and  the  order  was  at  once  given  for  the  corps 

to  move.  I  understood  that  General  Hancock  had  sent  it  by  signal 
telegraph,  but  my  recollection  is  that  when  I  arrived  at  General  BLr- 
ney's  headquarters  he  had  not  received  it.  The  column  was  put  in 
motion  about  11.30,  as  I  learn  from  a  memorandum  I  made  at  the  time. 
I  was  at  the  head  of  column  conducting  the  march  in  the  absence  of 
General  Hancock.  I  had  as  guide  an  intelligent  negro,  familiar  with 
the  country,  on  whom  I  depended  almost  entirely,  as  the  map  furnished 
was  very  much  in  error.  We  pursued  the  nearest  and  most  direct 
route  to  Petersburg,  to  a  point  on  the  Prince  George  Court- House  road 
within  two  miles  of  the  court-house.  I  made  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the 
location  of  Harrison's  Creek,  but  at  no  time  during  the  day  could  I  find 
any  one  who  knew  where  it  was.  On  arriving  at  the  point  above  men- 
tioned, the  column  was  turned  to  the  right  toward  Old  Court-House, 
as  the  only  way  of  getting  behind  Harrison's  Creek.  The  rear  division 
(General  Barlow),  followed  by  the  train,  was  turned  oft'  near  Powell's 
Creek,  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  three  divisions  should  meet  near 
Old  Church.  The  cross-road  ou  which  we  moved  struck  what  is  known 
in  the  neighborhood  as  the  Middle  road,  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  Prince  George  Court-House  road.  Just  at  the  point  of  leav- 
ing, an  aide  of  General  Barlow  appeared  with  a  dispatch  from  General 
Grant,  saying  that  General  Smith  had  attacked  Petersburg,  and  desir- 
ing the  corps  to  hasten  to  his  support.  I  took  the  responsibility  there- 
upon of  abandoning  the  route  to  Harrison's  Creek  and  turned  the 
head  of  column  down  the  Middle  road,  and  rode  rapidly  ahead  to  find 
General  Smith.  I  reported  to  him  on  the  field,  I  think,  as  early  as 
6.30,  informing  him  of  the  exact  position  of  the  corps,  and  asking  him 
where,  under  the  circumstances,  the  troops  ought  to  go.  He  said  "On 
my  left,"  but  neither  indicated  to  me  where  his  left  was  nor  sent  his 
staff  officer.  Finally  he  referred  me  to  General  Hinks  for  the  informa- 
tion. Captain  Wilson  and  myself  started  back  to  find  General  Hinks 
and  met  a  staff"  officer  of  General  Birney's,  sent  forward  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Smith.  On  my  advice  he  returned  at  once  with  Captain  Wilson  to 
conduct  the  head  of  column  to  such  point  as  General  Hinks  might 
advise.  I  did  this,  knowing  that  General  Hancock  would  have  great 
diflBculty  in  getting  to  the  front  to  give  the  necessary  orders  in  time 
General  Barlow's  division,  meanwhile,  was  supposed  to  be  marching 
from  Old  Church  toward  the  railroad.  Being  informed  by  Gener^ 
Smith  that  there  were  cross-roads  leading  from  the  road  on  which 
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General  Barlow  was  marcLing  to  liis  (General  Smith's)  left,  1  rode  in 
that  direction,  hoping  to  get  General  Barlow's  division  up  about  the 
same  time  as  General  Gibbon's  division,  and  so  have  the  corps  massed 
in  time  for  any  offensive  operation  General  Eancock  might  determine 
upon.  I  found  that  General  Barlow  had  lost  his  road,  marching  toward 
City  Point  instead  of  Petersburg,  though  lie  had  read  General  Grant's 
dispatch  previously  referred  to.  It  was  nearly  midnight  before  I  found 
(leueral  Hancock's  headquarters,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  what  had 
transpired  meanwhile.  Shortly  alter  daylight  on  the  ICth  I  was  di- 
rected by  the  major-general  commanding  to  go  to  the  left  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  ground  and  to  report  the  result  on  my  return.  I 
proceeded  to  the  left  of  General  Birney's  division,  arriving  there,  say, 
one  hour  after  daylight.  The'  enemy  were  then  placing  a  battery  in 
the  cultivated  field  near  the  Sliands  house,  where  General  Buruside's 
corps  and  the  part  of  the  Second  Corps  afterward  operated.  They  were 
going  into  position  in  great  haste  and  had  not  yet  thrown  out  skir- 
mishers, for  I  was  within  200  or  300  yards  of  their  position.  I  immedi- 
ately notified  General  Birney,  whose  own  skirmishers  did  not  cover 
the  ground  as  I  thought  they  should  have  done.  The  enemy  rapidly 
seized  the  ground  in  General  Birney's  front,  and  I  am  very  much  of 
the  opinion  that  the  attack  made  by  General  Birney,  in  which  Colonel 
Egan  was  wounded,  was  made  to  retake  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy 
some  time  after  daylight  on  the  IGth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MOEGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Major-General  Hancock, 

Commanding  Second  Corps. 

140.1 


Report  of  Capt.  Michael  Beahen,  Eighth  Hew  Jersey  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations July  26-29. 

Headquaeteks<  Eighth  New  Jersey  Battamon, 

I^ear  Petershurg,  Va.,  October  7,  1864. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  October  G,  1864,  from  head- 
quarters Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

This  regiment,  in  conjunction  with  the  brigade,  broke  camp  on  tho 
afternoon  of  July  26,  1864,  and  marched  all  night,  arriving  at  i/eep 
Bottom  on  the  morning  of  the  27th.  We  took  an  equal  part  with 
others  of  the  brigade  in  all  the  movements  that  occurred  during  the 
day,  which  resulted  in  the  abandonment  of  an  advanced  line  of  works 
by  the  enemy.  On  the  evening  of  the  28th  we  recrossed  the  river  at 
Deep  Bottom,  and  arrived  in  rear  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  at  4  a.  m. 
of  the  29th,  where  we  remained  during  the  day.  At  night  we  took  u]> 
a  position  on  the  line  made  vacant  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  portion  o ! 
the  Eighteenth  Corps. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  BEAHEN, 
Captain,  Eighth  New  Jersey  Battalion,  Commanding. 

Capt.  T.  H.  Dunham, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[40.] 
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Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  ^Y.  M.  F.  Lee,  G.  S.  Army,  of  operations  June  23-24. 

JusTis'  House,  Theee  Miles  from  Blacks  and  Whites, 

June  24,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 

General:  My  cominand  striking  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  cut 
his  column  at  this  place  yesterday  and  had  a  severe  engagement  with 
him.  As  I  think,  only  some  four  or  five  regiments  had  gone  on  in 
advance  to  the  Junction.  We  took  possession  of  the  road  on  which  he 
was  marching  to  Nottoway  Court-House,  preventing  his  joining  his 
advance  and  repelling  several  desperate  attempts  on  his  part  to 
carry  it.  He  withdrew  at  daylight  this  morning,  leaving  his  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  line  that  we  took.  He  has  gone  on  the  road  in  the 
direction  of  Hungarytown  and  Keysville.  My  scouts  report  that  his 
forces  at  Burkeville  have  gone  down  toward  Scottsburg  ou  the  Danville 
railroad.  I  think  it  probable  that  the  two  bodies  may  unite  somewhere 
iu  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Staunton  River  and 
returu  by  way  of  Stony  Creek,  so  as  to  damage  the  Weldon  railroad 
as  much  as  possible.  I  do  not  think  that  they  will  cross  the  Roanoke 
River.  I  shall  send  back  some  of  my  artillery,  as  I  am  out  of  ammu- 
nition and  am  delayed  here  this  morning  for  the  want  of  rations  tor  the 
men,  but  am  resting  and  grazing  my  horses  and  will  push  on  this 
afternoon.  My  command  has  behaved  in  the  most  creditable  manner, 
though,  as  the  fight  lasted  without  intermission  from  12  m.  till  night,  I 
have  lost  some  gallant  officers  and  men,  among  the  former  Colonel 
Andrews,  Second  North  Carolina  Regiment,  who  died  from  eflect  of 
amputation  of  his  leg,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Claiborne,  Seventh  C.  S. 
Cavalry,  who  I  fear  is  mortally  wounded.  My  entire  loss  is  between 
CO  and  100.  I  trust  my  attack  may  have  interfered  somewhat  with  his 
plans,  but  cannot  as  yet  say.  He  has  damaged  the  railroad  from  Ford's 
all  the  way  up,  but  not  very  materially,  and  burned  two  trains  with 
two  engines  at  Ford's,  which  were  used  by  refugee  families. 

Respectfully,  W.  H.  F.  LEE, 

Major-  General. 

Creneral  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding. 

[40.1 


Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  White,  Forty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations June  IT. 

Headquarters  Forty-sixth  Virginia  Regiment, 

In  the  Trenches,  July  19,  1864. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  observation  on  the  part  taken  by 
the  Forty-sixth  Virginia  Regiment  in  the  engagement  of  June  17.  In 
presenting  this  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  as  the  brigade  was  divided 
by  the  Twenty-third  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  or,  as  I  have  since 
learned,  by  a  detachment  of  that  regiment,  on  our  left,  I  cannot  speak 
of  the  movement  of  any  but  my  own  regiment: 

Early  in  the  forenoon  of  the  17th  ultimo  we  received  orders  to  move 
to  the  right  of  the  line  and  take  position  immediately  on  the  right  of 
the  Twenty-third  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Elliott's  brigade.  At 
this  point  it  was  necessary  to  construct  breast-works,  and  iu  doing 
which  my  men  were  exposed  to  the  fire  both  of  the  enemy's  shariv 
shooters  and  batteries;  the  work  was  accomplished,  however  to  a 
slight  degree,  barely  enough  to  afford  [protection]  to  the  men,  when  the 
enemy  charged  in  our  front  and  alojig  tlie  left  of  the  line  toward  Cling- 
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man's  brigade.  His  attack  was  handsomely  repulsed,  and  about  twenty 
of  the  Forty-sixth  Virginia  advanced  in  front  of  the  works  and  cap- 
tured some  thirty-live  prisoners.  We  were  aware  that  the  enemy  were 
massing  in  large  force,  undercover  of  a  hill  iu  our  front,  and  continued 
to  work  oil  the  intrenchments  until  G.30  i).  m.,  when  four  Yankee  flags 
were  displayed  above  the  crest  of  the  hill  with  the  evident  design  of 
drawing  the  fire  of  our  men.  This  movement  savored  so  strongly 
of  the  Yankee  that  our  forces  needed  no  telling  to  denounce  it  as  a  trick. 
Finding  that  his  design  was  futile,  the  enemy  immediately  advanced 
four  regiments  in  column  by  division,  and  when  within  200  yards  of 
our  works  the  rear  rank  of  the  left  wing  was  ordered  to  open  fire  upon 
him,  which  they  did  with  great  precision,  that  not  only  checked  his 
advance  but  literally  mowed  them  down,  all  four  of  the  flags,  and  when 
the  smoke  rose  only  a  few  could  be  seen  struggling  to  the  rear  and 
right  oblique.  The  firing  of  the  Forty- sixth  Virginia  was  for  a  short 
time  continuous,  and  when  itceased  in  a  measure  the  men  were  in  a  great 
glee  at  [the]  easy  success  we  had,  when,  looking  to  the  left,  to  my  utter 
astonishment  and  dismay,  I  saw  the  Twenty-third  South  Carolina  Itcgi- 
ment  leaving  the  trenches  and  scattering  helter-skelter  to  the  rear. 
We  called  on  them  to  come  back ;  cheered  them ;  threatened  to  shoot 
some,  and  finally  did  shoot,  but  only  a  few  of  them  could  be  stopped 
with  us.  Major  Hill  ordered  the  regiment  to  move  by  the  left  flank, 
and  the  left  wing  moved  as  directed,  some  of  the  men  occupying  part 
of  the  trenches  so  shamefully  and  disgracefully  deserted l^)y  the  Twenty- 
third  South  Carolina  Kegiment.  An  Alabama  regiment  jiassed  me, 
and  had,  I  supposed,  re-enforced  the  lines.  When  Captain  Cleveland, 
Forty  sixth  Virginia,  reported  that  the  enemy  had  carried  the  works 
on  our  left  in  such  overwhelming  force  that  it  was  impossible  for  our 
left  wing  to  hold  out  any  longer,  I  reminded  Captain  C.  that  the  Ala- 
bama regiment  had  gone  to  the  left,  and  asked  him  to  ascertain  certainly 
who  it  was  in  the  trenches.  He  returned  in  a  few  minutes  and  again 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  carried  our  works.  I  j^erceived  at 
this  time  that  the  left  was  being  forced  back,  which  information  was 
comm'unicated  to  Major  Hill,  when  he  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back 
to  Blount's  battery,  distant  from  where  the  right  of  our  regiment  rested 
about  100  yards,  which  they  did  in  good  order.  Halting  at  the  latter 
place,  they  were  rallied  almost  instantly  and  quickly  charged  the  works, 
carrying  them  as  far  as  the  left  center  of  the  regiment,  and  were  still 
advancing  when  a  Yankee  officer  called  out,  "What  regiment  is  that?" 
Major  Hill  leaped  upon  a  traverse  and  answered,  "The  Forty-sixth 
Virginia."  The  response  of  the  enemy  canie  immediately,  "Give  it  to 
them,  boys,"  A  volley  was  poured  in  upon  us,  and  here  Major  Hill, 
Ensign  Kogers,  and  many  others  were  killed  and  w^ounded;  the  flag 
staff  was  shot  in  two  pieces  and  when  we  left  the  field  there  were  eight- 
een holes  through  the  colors.  In  some  confusion  the  regiment  fell  back 
a  short  distance  and  the  command  devolved  upon  me.  I  rallied  the 
men  in  as  short  time  as  possible  and  re[)()rted  to  you.  This,  sir,  is  a 
fair  statement  of  the  affair  occurring  as  it  did  under  my  own  eye,  and  I 
trust  it  may  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  who  it  is  that 
merits  blame  for  the  disaster. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  n.  WHITE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Col.  J.  Thomas  Goode, 

Commanding  Wise's  Brigade. 

IS    W.    ■R. VOT.    T,T.  PT     r 
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AUGUST   1-DECEMBER  31,  1864— The  Richmond  (Virginia)  Campaign. 

Report  of  Maj.  Nathaniel  MicMer,   Corps  of  Engineers,   U.  S.  Army, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  operations  September 

10-17* 

Headquaetees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Engineer  Department,  ticpiemher  17,  1864. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  91,  headquarters 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  dated  September  12,  1864,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  the  engineering  operations  under  my  direction  during 
the  week  ending  to-day  along  the  line  extending  from  the  Appomattox 
on  the  north  to  the  Weldou  railroad  on  the  south,  tlience  back  to  the 
Blackwater  Swamp,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles;  also  of  other  duties 
appertaining  to  this  department,  such  as  reconnaissances,  topographi- 
cal surveys,  completion  of  maps,  and  improvement  and  construction  of 
roads : 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  U.  S.  Engineer  Battalion  were  engaged 
as  follows:  Captain  Harwood  superintended  the  tracing  of  the  work, 
erection  of  profiles,  and  construction  of  magazines  and  drains  for  Fort 
Stevenson,  one  face  of  which  is  a  bastioned  front.  The  site  had  been 
previously  selected  by  me  near  the  Williams  house.  Two  companies, 
C  and  D,  were  detailed  for  this  duty.  He  also  planned  the  three 
redoubts  Forts  McMahon,  Blaisdell,  and  Kelly,  located  respectively  on 
the  same  line  near  the  Smith  house  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  and  in 
front  of  Widow  Smith's.  The  construction  of  these  works  was  subse- 
quently turned  over  to  Captains  Van  Brocklin,  Hine,  and  Dexter,  of 
the  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers.  The  details  of  working 
parties  are  furnished  by  the  Ninth  and  Second  Corps.  Captain  Har- 
wood to-day  examined  the  ground  from  Prince  George  Court- House  to 
Zion  Church  in  reference  to  the  defense  of  the  crossings  of  the  Black- 
water  in  those  localities.  Captain  Gillespie  has  had  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  works  between  Forts  Morton  and  McGilvery.  During 
the  week  Battery  11  was  constructed  between  Fort  Morton  and  Fort 
Haskell,  and  the  line  connecting  the  latter  fort  with  the  battery  was 
also  completed,  excepting  the  abatis  in  front  of  it.  Fort  Haskell  is  also 
finished  with  the  exception  of  three  traverses  for  guns.  The  line  con- 
necting Forts  Haskell  and  Stedman  is  ready  to  be  occupied.  Along  it 
a  mortar  battery  for  two  8-inch  mortars  and  three  Coehorns  has  been 
constructed.  An  epaulement  has  been  made  connecting  the  fort  with 
Battery  10  and  additional  embrasures  pierced  in  the  latter.  The  new 
line  connecting  this  battery  with  the  lunette  near  the  City  Point  rail- 
road is  finished  within  thirty  yards  of  the  former,  but  no  abatis  has 
yet  been  formed.  No  work  has  been  done  on  the  new  line  between 
the  railroad  and  Appomattox,  but  it  will  be  laid  out  and  thrown  up 
during  the  next  week.  Fort  McGilvery  is  in  course  of  construction 
and  will  be  in  readiness  to  be  occupied  in  about  three  days.  A  battalion 
of  the  First  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  commanded  by  Ma,jor 
Walker,  has  furnished  the  officers  and  men  to  superintend  the  working 
parties,  details  for  which  have  been  made  from  the  Tenth  Army  Corps. 
Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  with  details  from  A  Company,  U.  S.  Engi- 
neers, has  had  charge  daring  the  last  several  days  of  the  line  from  the 
Norfolk  railroad  south  as  far  as  Fort  Davis,  conforming  it  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  new  works  recently  built.  In  addition  to  demolishing  the 
old  batteries  and  lines  in  front  of  the  present  one  he  superintended  the 

*See  also  reports.  "Vol.  XLII,  Part  I,  p.  162. 
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tracing  and  construction  of  Battery  19  between  Forts  Eice  and  Meikel, 
drained  the  former  fort,  and  built  a  magazine  in  it,  and  also  drained  a 
magazine  in  Fort  Davis.  Battery  18,  on  the  Norfolk  railroad,  was  also 
finished  during  the  week.  Lieutenant  Benyaurd  is  also  directed  to 
finish  the  new  line  between  Fort  Sedgwick  and  Fort  Davis.  Working 
parties  are  furnished  him  from  the  Second  Corps.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  weekly  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spaulding,  com- 
manding detachment  of  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  will 
give  a  succinct  statement  of  the  engineering  operations  performed  by 
the  officers  and  men  of  his  detachment  and  the  probable  time  to  com- 
plete the  duties  assigned  them : 

Major  Brainerd  has  had  general  charge  of  draining  and  corduroying  the  covered 
ways  in  rear  of  the  works  from  Fort  Sedgwick  to  the  Norfolk  railroad,  Captain 
McGrath  having  immediate  superintendence  of  the  work  and  employing  parts  of 
Companies  F,  G,  and  M.  Major  Brainerd  reports  the  drainage  of  the  covered  ways 
completed  and  about  one-third  part  of  the  corduroy  work  done.  With  the  force  I  have 
.available  for  this  work  it  will  i^robably  require  ten  days  to  complete  it.  Captain 
Pettes  with  his  company  has  been  engaged  upon  the  two  bomb-proofs  in  Fort  Morton. 
These  bomb-proofs  are  each  ten  feet  in  width  and  about  eighty-four  feet  in  length 
in  the  clear.  Captain  Pettes  reports  them  finished,  except  that  additional  earth  cov- 
ering should  bo  placed  on  them  by  the  garrison.  Major  Boers  has  had  general  charge 
of  the  line  of  abatis  from  the  right  of  Battery  No.  13  to  the  left  of  Fort  Sedgwick, 
and  the  work  has  been  chiedy  done  by  Companies  E  (Captain  Hine),  H  (Captain 
Palmer),  and  L  (Captain  Dexter).  This  work  is  now  completed  between  the  points 
above-mentioned  and  around  the  forts.  The  whole  line  of  this  abatis  is  believed  to 
be  very  strong,  and  from  the  left  of  Fort  Sedgwick  to  the  ravine  near  the  Norfolk 
railway  it  has  the  additional  obstruction  of  a  strong  wire  entanglement  in  front  of 
the.abatis.  Captain  Schenck  has  been  occupied  with  his  company  upon  the  nine-gun 
battery  on  the  left  of  Fort  Sedgwick  in  completing  the  platforms,  ramps,  embra- 
sures, bomb-proofs,  and  magazines.  He  reports  this  iaattery  as  being  now  complete  so 
far  as  instructious  have  been  received.  Captain  Schenck  w^ent  to  Fort  Alexander 
Hays  with  his  company  this  morning  to  stockade  the  gorge  of  this  work  and  build 
a  traverse.  Lieutenant  Bacon  has  had  charge  of  the  corduroy  road  from  the  Jeru- 
salem plank  road  to  the  Weklon  railway  near  Major-General  Warren's  headquarters. 
With  fifty-five  men  from  this  command  and  an  average  daily  detail  of  about  460  infan- 
try, he  has  during  the  past  week  completed  about  one  mileof  corduroy  road  and  built 
four  bridges — No.  1, 145  feet  loug  and  24  feet  wide;  No.  2, 180  feet  long  and  12  feet  wide; 
No.  3, 55  feet  long  and  12  feet  wide;  No.  4, 33  feet  long  andl2  feet  wide.  Captain  Fol  well 
has  been  engaged  with  his  company  upon  Fort  Wadsworth  in  completing  the  parapets, 
revetments,  and  platforms,  building  bomb-proofs,  magazines,  and  traverses,  and  in 
placing  a  strong  abatis  and  wire  entanglement  outside.  Captain  Folwell  reports  that 
four  days  more  good  weather  will  enal>le  him  to  complete  these  works,  and  that  the 
fort  has  been  in  a  defensible  condition  for  several  days.  Captain  McDonald,  having 
charge  of  Fort  Dushane,  has  been  engaged  with  his  company  in  completing  the  par- 
apets, platforms,  and  ramps,  building  an  abatis  in  front  and  placing  a  wire  entangle- 
ment within  the  abatis  and  also  one  outside  of  it.  He  has  also  made  considerable 
progress  with  the  magazines,  bomb-proofs,  and  traverses.  Captain  Palmer  with  his 
company  has  been  engaged  upon  Fort  Davison,  and  he  reports  that  the  work  will  be 
finished  this  evening.  Captain  Van  Brocklin  proceeded  yesterday  with  his  company 
to  Fort  Stevenson  and  relieved  Captain  Harwood,  in  charge  of  that  work.  Besides 
his  own  men  he  is  working  details  of  1,500  infantry  night  and  day.  Captain  Hine 
marched  his  company  yesterday  to  the  vicinity  of  the  plank  road  and  took  charge 
of  the  construction  of  Fort  McMahon.  I  directed  him  this  morning  to  divide  his 
company  so  as  to  put  a  portion  of  them  on  Fort  Blaisdell,  take  charge  of  that  work 
also,  and  call  for  suflScient  infantry  details  to  push  the  work  on  l)oth  forts.  Captain 
Dexter  moved  his  company  yesterday  to  Fort  Kelly  and  took  charge  of  laying  out 
and  building  that  work.  Captain  Palmer  will  commence  work  on  Battery  No.  40 
to-morrow  morning. 

In  addition  to  the  above  duties  by  difl'erent  officers,  I  beg  leave  to  add 
those  performed  by  Lieutenant  Lydecker,  17.  S.  Engineers,  and  Captain 
Paine,  aide-de  camp,  both  of  whom  are  connected  with  the  department 
at  these  headquarters.  The  former  has  been  principally  occupied  in 
examining  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  reporting  npon 
the  nature  of  obstructions  in  advance  of  it,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
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was  connected  with  Fort  Davis.  He  also  located  on  the  map  the  sec- 
ond line  in  rear  of  that  fort,  to  be  taken  up  in  the  event  of  its  being 
blown  up  by  the  enemy.  He  also  had  charge  of  Fort  McMahon  until 
relieved  by  Captain  Hine ;  assisted  Captain  Harwood  in  planning  Forts 
Blaisdell  and  Kelly,  and  accompanied  him  in  the  reconnaissance  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Prince  George  Court-House  and  along  the  Blackwater. 
Captain  Paine  has  been  engaged  in  examining  and  mapping  the  roads 
between  the  Jerusalem  jilank  road  and  the  Weldon  railroad  as  far 
toward  the  south  as  he  was  able  to  go.  In  the  topographical  department 
I  directed  my  principal  assistant,  Major  Weyss,  assisted  by  INlr.  Theil- 
kuhl,  to  survey  the  new  line  of  works  extending  from  Fort  Dushane, 
on  the  Weldon  railroad,  to  Fort  Bross,  near  the  Blackwater  Swamp. 
The  survey  has  been  completed  and  plotted  and  added  to  the  large 
8-inch  map  of  the  operations  in  front  of  Petersburg.  The  new  line  from 
Fort  Sedgwick  to  Fort  Haskell  was  also  surveyed  yesterday.  The  con- 
struction and  drawing  of  tlie  large  map  of  Petersburg  have  been  pro- 
gressing with  every  prospect  of  completing  it  by  the  end  of  the  next 
week.  Detailed  measurements  and  sketches  preliminary  to  i)roparing 
accurate  plans  and  profiles  have  been  made  within  the  last  few  days  of 
Forts  Sedgwick,  Wadsworth,  Eice,  Alexander  Hays,  Dushane,  Howard, 
Meikel,  Morton,  and  Haskell.  Tracings  fiom  the  original  drawings* 
have  been  made,  and  are  now  respectfully  submitted  with  this  report,  of 
Forts  Davis  and  Prescott  (redoubts  on  the  plank  road) ;  of  the  eighteen- 
gun  battery  (now  part  of  Fort  Sedgwick);  of  the  10  inch  mortar  bat- 
tery (now  forming  one  face  of  Fort  Bice),  and  of  the  field  battery  for 
eighteen  guns  (located  near  the  Norfolk  railroad,  but  recently  demol- 
ished). A  map  of  Dinwiddle  County  (scale  one  inch  to  the  mile)  has 
also  been  completed  and  photographed  and  copies  forwarded  for  the  use 
of  the  lieutenant-general.  Campaign  maps  (scale  one  inch  to  the  mile) 
are  also  in  course  of  compilation  from  the  liapidan  to  the  Appomattox. 
The  Culpeper,  Spotsylvania  Court-House,  and  Fredericksburg  sheets 
are  already  finished,  and  those  of  Hanover  Court-House,  Richmond, 
aqd  Petersburg  are  far  advanced  toward  completion;  the  construction 
and  compilation  have  been  going  on  during  the  week.  A  "copy  of  sec- 
tion of  photograph  map  captured  from  the  enemy,  showing  the  country 
adjacent  to  Bichmond  and  lines  of  defensive  works  surrounding  the 
city,"  is  also  being  made  in  the  office;  part  of  it  is  already  completed 
and  photographed,  and  the  other  part  will  probably  be  finished  in  the 
course  of  several  days.  A  sketch  (two  inches  to  the  mile)  giving  the 
relative  positions  of  the  different  forts,  redoubts,  and  batteries,  and 
the  infantry  parapets  connecting  them,  of  the  entire  line  from  the  Appo- 
mattox to  the  Blackwater  Swamp  has  just  been  prepared  to  show  the 
names,  numbers,  or  letters  of  the  respective  works.  Sign-boards  have 
also  been  iminted  to  designate  each  fort  and  battery.  A  list  has  been 
prepared  to  be  printed,  giving  the  armament,  garrison,  name,  and  local- 
ity of  each  work.  The  line  is  sixteen  miles  in  length,  and  along  it  have 
been  constructed  or  are  in  course  of  construction  nineteen  forts  and 
redoubts  and  forty-one  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

N.  MICHLEK,       ' 
Major  of  Engineers. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  Bowers,  "^ 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Edqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point   Va 
JfJ ' 

*  On  file  iu  Engineer  Bureau. 


CBAP.LXIII.]  THE   RICHMOND    CAMPAIGN.  277 

Reiwrt  of  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  Smart,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector 
Second  Army  Corps,  of  operations  October  1-31. 

Headqxtabtehs  Second  Army  Corps, 

November  16,  1864. 

Doctor:  The  following  report  for  the  month  of  October,  1864,  is 
respectfully  submitted : 

By  referring  to  the  close  of  the  report  for  September  it  will  be 
observed  that  at  the  end  of  that  mouth  the  troops  composing  this  corps 
were  under  arms  in  the  trenches  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  in 
hourly  expectation  of  orders  calhng  them  to  a  more  active  field  of 
service.  The  division  hospitals  liad  been  depleted  of  tlieir  sick,  and 
were  in  readiness  to  move  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so  by  any 
Jiiovemeut  of  their  respective  divisions.  One-lialf  of  the  ambulances 
and  one  medicine  and  one  army  wagon  to  a  brigade  were  harnessed  and 
hitched  in  accordance  with  orders.  The  wagons,  as  is  usual  under  such 
(tircnmstances,  were  loaded  with  a  few  flys,  kitchen  arrangements,  and 
battle  supplies.  Under  cover  of  the  night  of  September  30  the  Third 
Division  was  removed  from  the  trenches  and  bivouacked  in  the  woods 
in  rear,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  stretching  out  on  the  left  to 
occui)y  the  vacated  works.  On  the  following  morning  the  liberated 
troops,  proceeded  by  rail  to  Yellow  Tavern,  from  which  they  marched 
along  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  past  Poplar  Spring  Church,  to  the 
Peebles  house,  then  General  Warren's  headfjuarters.  General  Warren, 
with  the  larger  half  of  the  Fifth  and  Kinth  Corps,  was  at  this  time 
pushing  toward  the  South  Side  road.  After  some  little  delay  at  the 
Peebles  house  our  Third  Division  was  ])laced  in  ])osition  on  the  left  of 
the  line  and  retiring  somewhat,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  execut- 
ing successfully  his  usual  flank  attack.  The  weather  during  this  move- 
ment was  very  unpropitious,  the  rain  on  the  1st  and  2d  of  October 
having  been  continuous  and  heavy,  the  nights  chilly  and  raw,  and  the 
roads  so  muddy  as  to  render  marching  very  disagreeable  as  well  as 
laborious.  The  hospital  of  the  Third  Division,  as  soon  as  the  troops 
had  started  on  the  cars,  followed  the  course  of  the  corduroy  road  until 
it  reached  the  Yellow  House,  where  it  went  into  park  until  future 
develoimients  should  iudicate  a  suitable  i)osition  for  its  estabHshment. 
In  the  afternoon  it  was  located  and  put  into  working  condition  in  the 
strip  of  woods  about  midway  between  Yellow  Tavern  and  the  Gurley 
house.  This  position  was  selected  because  it  was  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Warren  Station,  from  which  it  was  intended  to  send  by  rail 
to  City  Point  whatever  wounded  might  be  received.  Tlie  distance 
between  this  ]ioint  and  the  position  held  by  the  division  was  nearly  three 
miles,  a  distance  which,  if  the  troops  became  only  lightly  engaged, 
would  entail  no  discomfort  upon  those  wounded,  but  which  in  the  case 
of  a  serious  engagement  would  prevent  the  wounded  from  being 
removed  from  the  field  with  the  refpiisite  celerity.  In  selecting  this 
place  it  was  therefore  distinctly  understood  that  should  an  engagement 
of  moment  seem  imminent  the  hospital  would  move  forward  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  field.  The  First  and  Second  Divisions  in  the  meantime 
were  occupying  the  works  in  front  of  the  city.  The  former  stretched 
from  the  Appomattox  to  Fort  Morton,  the  latter  connected  on  the  left 
with  the  colored  division  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  month  the  hospital  of  the  Second  Division  was  situated  at  the 
Soutball  house,  that  of  the  First  at  the  Birchett  house,  but  on  the 
afternoon  of  October  1,  when  the  Third  Division  hospital  vacated 
the  woods  in  rear  of  Deserted  House  to  follow  the  troops  to  the  left,  the 
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First  Division  hospital  was  removed  to  the  unoccupied  camp,  as  the 
Birchett  house  during  the  pending  operations  was  considered  to  be 
insecure.  No  heavy  engagement  took  place  on  the  left.  General 
Mott's  division  (Third)  participated  only  in  some  active  skirmishing, 
which  yielded  the  hospital  about  seventy  wounded.  These  were 
speedily  dressed  and  sent  by  rail  to  City  Point.  On  the  6th  the  divis- 
ion returned  to  its  old  position  in  the  works  on  the  left  of  the  corps 
front.  The  hospital  again  assumed  its  position  in  the  wood  in  rear  of 
the  Deserted  House,  the  First  Division  hospital,  which  had  occupied 
this  ground  for  a  few  days,  moving  out  to  a  house  near  Meade  Station, 
which  had  been  its  location  during  the  heavy  assaults  of  the  16th  and 
18th  of  June,  1864,  the  situation  of  the  troops  and  hospitals  of  the 
corps  remaining  as  they  now  existed  until  the  night  of  the  24th.  The 
Second  and  Third  Divisions  were  then  relieved  from  the  works  and 
massed  for  action  under  cover  of  the  woods.  The  First  Division 
stretched  out  to  hold  the  line  hitherto  defended  by  the  corps  as  a 
whole.  On  the  25th,  as  it  was  necessary  to  put  the  hospital  in  march- 
ing condition,  the  sick  were  sent  to  the  Point  depot.  About  450  cases 
were  also  sent  away  who,  had  no  movement  been  on  the  tapis,  would 
perhaps  have  never  appeared  on  the  hospital  records.  They  were  men 
slightly  indisposed,  who  were  looked  upon  by  regimental  and  brigade 
medical  officers  as  unable  with  propriety  to  accompany  the  troops  o" 
the  move. 

At  2  p.  m.  of  the  26th  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  accompanied 
by  their  hospital  trains  (the  usual  allowance  of  one-half  of  the  ambu- 
lances and  one  medicine  and  one  army  wagon  to  each  brigade),  moved 
off  toward  the  left.  That  part  of  the  trains  not  permitted  to  follow  the 
troops  were  sent  within  the  defenses  of  City  Point,  there  to  remain 
until  called  for,  or  until  the  returii  of  the  troops.  The  line  of  march 
stretched  through  the  woods  by  the  Smith,  Williams,  and  Gurley 
houses  to  Fort  Dushane,  outside  of  which  the  men  bivouacked  at 
night-fall.  While  here  it  was  arranged,  in  order  that  the  march 
might  be  more  rapidly  effected  in  the  morning,  that  all  trains  per- 
mitted to  accompany  the  divisions  should  remain  at  the  Gurley  house 
in  park  until  their  presence  should  be  required  at  the  front.  To  this 
order  no  exception  was  made  of  the  wagons  carrying  medical  supplies, 
so  that  when  the  line  of  march  was  again  taken  up  the  ambulances 
only  accompanied  the  trooi>s.  Eeveille  was  sounded  about  3  a.  m.  of 
the  27th,  and  shortly  afterward  the  march  was  resumed,  the  Second 
Division  in  advance.  Leaving  Fort  Dushane  the  column  moved  along 
the  Halifax  road  for  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  when  it  struck  oil'  to 
the  right  along  a  narrow  wood  road  leading  to  a  crossing  over  Hatcher's 
Eun,  a  short  distance  below  Armstrong's  Mill.  An  hour  after  day- 
break the  head  of  our  column  struck  tbe  enemy's  pickets,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  the  crossing.  They  were  immediately  driven  in  and 
the  works  defending  the  passage  of  the  run  assaulted  and  captured. 
This  success  was  achieved  with  loss  of  about  fifty  wounded,  sufficient 
to  load  up  all  the  ambulances  present  with  the  Second  Division,  fifteen 
in  number.  The  medical  director  made  application  for  permission  to 
send  these  loaded  wagons  back  to  the  Gurley  house,  so  that  they  might 
be  relieved  of  the  wounded  they  carried,  and  to  have  them  return 
immediately  to  the  front,  where  their  services  might  possibly  be 
required.  This  was  disapproved,  on  the  ground  that  straggling  par- 
ties of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  now  in  our  rear  and  might  chance  to 
interfere  with  the  safe  conduct  of  the  train  unless  well  guarded. 
Application  for  an  armed  escort  was  also  refused.  The  wounded  had' 
therefore,  to  be  carried  along  with  the  troops  toward  the  Bovdtmi 


CBip.LXin.]  THE   RICHMOND   CAMPAIGN.  279 

plask  road,  which  was  struck  early  in  the  day  near  the  Burgess  house, 
where  the  run  and  the  road  intersect.  The  enemy  was  found  in  force 
at  this  i)oint  and  disputed  t)ur  fartlier  advance.  In  an  open  field  on 
the  east  side  of  the  plank  road,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Bur- 
gess house,  was  a  small  irame  building,  with  outhouses  attached,  called 
Bainey's.  This  seemed  the  most  suitable  position  obtainable  at  which 
to  establish  a  depot  for  wounded.  The  ambulances  were  instructed  to 
unload  here,  and  here  the  medical  officers  connected  with  the  field 
division  hospitals  were  ordered  to  report  to  dress  the  wounded  and 
perform  the  necessary  operations.  This  house  was  out  of  range  of 
those  guns  brought  by  the  enemy  to  bear  upon  the  right  and  center 
of  the  line,  but  later  in  the  day,  as  the  medical  officers  were  extem- 
porizing operating  tables  for  some  cases  that  demanded  operative 
interference,  an  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  upon  our  left,  where 
General  Gregg's  cavalry  were  dismounted. 

During  this  attack  the  house  unfortunately  was  directly  in  the  line 
of  flre,  and  so  near  this  part  of  the  front  that  musketry  reached  it,  A 
shell  passed  through  the  building,  luckily  without  injuring  any  of  the 
inmates.  It  became  necessary  to  discontinue  the  preparations  being 
made  for  operating.  It  became  necessary  even  to  have  the  wounded 
removed  from  this  dangerous  locality.  The  ambulances  were  accord- 
ingly loaded  well,  and  were  moved  to  a  grove  of  pine  trees  on  the  east 
side  of  the  open  space,  where  the  exposure  to  the  flre  then  existing  was 
materially  lessened ;  the  stretcher  carriers  in  the  meantime,  acting  upon 
orders  received  earlier  in  the  day,  continued  to  bring  in  the  wounded 
to  this  house,  where  the  medical  officers  still  remained  to  yield  them 
what  little  assistance  lay  in  their  power.  At  one  time  during  the  attack 
on  the  left  it  seemed  possible  that  the  enemy  might  succeed  in  driving 
us  back  so  far  as  to  obtain  possession  of  the  house.  In  view  of  this 
possibility  Surg.  Fred.  A.  Dudley,  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers; 
Asst.  Surg.  W.  T.  Hicks,  Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  Asst. 
Surg.  W.  J.  Darby,  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  volunteered 
to  remain  with  the  wounded  collected  there.  Darkness  shortly  after- 
ward set  in  and  fighting  ceased  for  the  day.  A  couple  of  hours  were 
passed  in  uncertainty,  and  then  it  became  known  that  the  struggle 
would  not  be  resumed  on  the  morrow.  Preparations  were  made  to 
have  the  troops  withdrawn  from  the  enemy's  front.  The  ambulances 
started  first  on  the  return  toward  the  fortifications.  They  were  escorted 
by  a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  were  ordered  to  report  at  the  Gurley 
house,  where  the  medicine  wagons  were  parked.  The  surgeons  accom- 
panying were  instructed  to  form  hospitals  there,  and  to  lose  no  time  in 
performing  the  necessary  operations,  so  that  the  wounded  might  be 
sent  to  the  point  by  rail  without  delay.  On  account  of  the  deficiency 
of  ambulances  all  the  wounded  collected  at  the  Eainey  house  had  to  be 
left  there  to  fall  next  morning  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  medi- 
cal officers  who  during  the  course  of  the  afternoon  had  gallantly  volun- 
teered to  remain  with  the  wounded  were,  by  order  from  the  medical 
director,  empowered  to  do  so.  The  supplies  left  at  their  disposal 
amounted  only  to  the  contents  of  two  or  three  of  Chapin's  field  com- 
panions, for  on  the  field  there  was  no  other  source  from  which  to  draw. 
The  number  of  wounded  left  at  the  house  and  on  the  field  amounted  to 
perhaps  250.  No  communications  on  this  subject  have  as  yet  been 
received  from  any  of  the  medical  officers  left  at  Eainey's.  They  are 
supposed  to  be  still  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  10  p.  m.  the  troops 
commenced  to  move  off,  the  Third  Division  in  advance.  The  night  was 
very  disagreeable ;  it  was  intensely  dark  and  rainy.  The  darkness  and 
+Vi/»  a^afa  nf  tVift  Tm.rrnw  rnaA  thrnntrh  thfi  woofis  rendftred  the  march 
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fatiguingly  slow.  They  bivouacked  on  the  banks  of  Hatcher's  Run 
near  the  mills,  and  early  next  morning,  all  the  stragglers  having  come 
up  with  the  main  body,  the  march  was  resumed.  Fort  Dushane  was 
reached,  and  after  some  delay  the  troops  went  into  camp  in  rear  of 
the  fortifications,  held  during  their  absence  by  the  First  Division.  At 
an  early  hour  of  this  morning  the  wounded  reached  the  Gurley  house, 
where  those  requiring  such  proceedings  were  operated  on.  About  3 
p.  m.  a  train  of  cars  left  Warren  Station  with  the  majority  of  them. 
The  few  then  remaining  were  sent  to  the  depot  at  the  Point  by  a  second 
train,  which  started  late  in  the  evening.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five 
cases  were  sent  away.  The  temporary  hospital  formed  at  the  Gurley 
house  was  then  broken  up,  and  its  constituent  parts.  Second  and  Third 
Divisions,  followed  in  the  track  of  the  troops  to  their  old  locations, 
Second  to  Southall  house  and  Third  to  the  rear  of  the  Deserted  House. 
In  this  Boydtou  road  engagement  1  medical  officer  was  wounded,  Asst. 
Surg.  P.  B.  Eose,  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers,  in  the  knee,  a  flesh  wound ; 
in  the  ambulance  train  2  sergeants  and  2  stretcherinen  were  wounded; 
2  of  the  latter  were  also  captured ;  indeed,  at  one  time  all  the  stretcher- 
carriers  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  but  with  the  exception  of  2  they  all  eflected  their 
escape  while  captors  were  engaged  with  the  First  Maine  Heavy  Artil- 
lery. Three  horses  were  shot.  No  ])roperty  belonging  to  the  medical 
(ambulance,  of  course,  included)  department  of  the  corps  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  other  than  the  two  or  three  field  companions  left 
at  the  Eainey  house.  During  the  time  spent  by  these  two  divisions  at 
the  Boydton  road,  the  First  Division  (Miles')  was  noisily  engaged  with 
the  enemy  in  front  of  Petersburg.  A  few  words  concerning  it  are 
necessary : 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Gth,  the  day  on  which  the  movement  was 
inaugurated,  the  First  Division  hospital,  then  situated  near  Meade 
Station,  was  broken  up.  In  view  of  the  extreme  caution  disjdayed  in 
having  all  trains  belonging  to  the  army  removed  to  the  fortifications  at 
City  Point,  we  considered  this  house  too  far  to  the  rear — too  much 
exposed,  if  not  to  the  enemy  in  force,  at  least  to  straggling  guerrilla 
parties.  It  was  the  intention,  therefore,  to  move  this  hospital  nearer 
the  front  to  make  it  hug  the  breast-works  as  a  protection  from  the 
implied  danger  in  the  rear,  but  a  peremptory  order  from  the  major- 
general  commanding  thecorits  to  have  all  the  wagons  and  ambulances, 
save  five  of  the  latter  belonging  to  this  hospital,  removed  at  once  to 
City  Point,  prevented  its  formation  anew.  It  was  then  decided  upon 
to  establish  brigade  hospitals  in  the  bomb-proofs  in  and  around  the 
forts  if  an  action  with  the  enemy  should  call  for  their  existence.  To 
this  end  battle  supplies  in  what  the  surgeon-in-chief  considered  to  be 
sufficient  quantity  were  taken  out  of  the  wagons  and  transported  to 
the  front.  Medical  officers  were  ordered  in  case  of  an  engagement  to 
rendezvous  at  certain  fixed  points,  and  the  five  ambulances  at  their 
disposal  were  informed  of  the  localities.  The  division  hospital  train 
then  moved  oft'  toward  the  Point  with  a  steward  in  charge  of  the  prop- 
erty, all  the  medical  officers  connected  with  the  institution  havin""-  for 
the  nonce  been  ordered  to  the  front.  On  the  27th  some  miniature 
assaults  were  made  upon  the  enemy's  line.  The  few  wounded  resulting 
(twenty-five)  were  very  satisfactorily  treated  in  the  brigade  hospital! 
A  lack  of  ambulances  was  the  only  drawback.  Not  that  the  number 
present  was  insufficient  for  the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed  but 
the  uncertainty  at  first  existing  concerning  the  amount  of  casualties  in 
connection  with  the  very  small  number  of  ambulances  (five),  created  for 
some  time  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness. 
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Next  day  the  wounded  were  sent  to  tlie  Point  depot,  the  division 
train  was  brought  up,  and  the  hospital  re-established  on  its  previous 
site.  On  the  evening  of  the  29th  the  Third  Division  assumed  the  posi- 
tion it  had  vacated  to  commence  the  Boydton  move.  After  dark  on 
the  31st  the  First  Division  was  relieved  from  the  trenches  by  General 
Gibbon's  (Second)  division.  The  First  thus  became  a  reserve  to  the 
others.  It  had  orders  to  encamp  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Southall 
house.  This  compelled  the  Second  Division  hospital  to  move,  even  had 
no  change  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  position  on  the  right  taken 
up  by  the  troops  of  its  own  command.  It  was  moved  accordingly  to 
the  house  near  Meade  Station,  which  had  in  the  meantime  been  vacated 
by  the  First  Division  hospital.  To  be  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
its  command,  the  First  Division  hospital  had  settled  in  an  open  space 
about  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  Deserted  House.  The  position  selected 
was  good,  an  elevated  sandy  soil  affording  excellent  natural  drainage. 
During  the  interval  elapsing  between  the  termination  of  the  movement 
by  General  Warren  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  and  the  commence- 
ment of  that  on  the  2oth  instant,  which  culminated  in  the  affair  at  the 
Boydton  plank,  the  troops  were  in  comparatively  comfortable  (quarters 
in  the  fortifications  in  front  of  Petersburg.  Police  duties  were  every- 
where well  attended  to.  The  bomb-proofs  were  commodious  and  clean, 
most  of  them  being  furnished  with  raised  bed  places  and  with  one  or 
more  brick  chimneys,  which  latter  acted  as  efficient  ventilators.  The 
men  were  well  furnished  with  underclothing  and  blankets,  a  lai;k  of 
which  during  the  previous  month  had  been  the  cause  of  much  discom- 
fort and  not  a  few  cases  of  sickness.  A  comparison  of  this  month's 
sick  rei)orts  with  those  of  September  shows  a  decided  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  sickness. 

Corps  sick  rate  for  September  (computed  from  regimental  monthly  reports  of 

sick) 52.42 

Corps  sick  rate  for  October 39.00 

K umber  of  sick  sent  from  field  to  depot  liospital,  September 1,564 

Number  of  sick  sent  from  field  to  depot  liospitiil,  October 991 

And  this,  although  over  400  of  those  sent  away  during  this  month 
were  only  sligh-t  cases,  such  as  could  not  with  propriety  acconii)any  the 
troops  on  the  march,  and  although  at  the  same  time  the  average 
strength  of  the  command  was  increased  by  3,000.  This  improvement, 
however,  seems  only  to  have  affected  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 
the  First  Division  presenting  as  heavy  a  sick  rate  as  during  September. 
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The  greater  sickness  prevailing  in  the  First  Division  is  attributed  to 
the  large  re- enforcements  of  new  men  which  the  command  has  received 
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sickness  have  been  of  typlio-malarial  fever.  Cases  of  pure  typhoid 
fever  have  not  been  seen,  and  unmodified  intermittent  have  been 
equally  rare.  A  very  few  cases  of  pneumonia  have  occurred,  less  than 
during  the  preceding  mouth,  probably  owing  to  the  full  supplies  of 
clothing  and  blankets  drawn  by  the  men  after  their  experience  of  the 
raw  weather  of  September.  The  great  mass  of  the  sick  in  the  corps 
have  been  affected  with  diarrhea,  which  is  looked  upon  in  the  majority 
of  cases  as  owing  origin  to  malaria. 

There  has  been  purchased  during  the  month  out  of  the  First  Division  hos- 
pital fund  supplies  to  the  value  of $1, 106.00 

Credit  due  hospital  October  31 1,968.14 

Purchased  out  of  Second  Division  hospital  fund 233. 16 

The  credit  due  this  hospital  on  October  31  cannot  be  specified,  as  the 
books  of  the  commissary  still  remain  in  some  confusion,  owing  to  the 
wound  inflicted  upon  Captain  Dennlston,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
as  mentioned  upon  report  for  last  month. 

Purchased  out  of  Third  Division  hospital  fund 

Credit  due  Third  Division  hospital  fund $938.  00 

Purchased  by  Artillery  Brigade  hospital 

Credit  remaining  Artillery  Brigade  hospital 80.  Olf 

Medical  inspector's  report  of  the  field  hospitals  of  the  Second   Corps  for   the  month  of 

October,  1S64. 
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Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  SMART, 

Asst.  Surg.,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Inspector  Second  Army  Corps. 
Surg.  Thomas  A.  McParlin,  U.  S.  Army, 

Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[42.1 
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AUGUST  7-NOVEMBEE  28,  1864— The  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign. 

Report  of  Ool.  William  W.  Henry,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  of  operations 

October  19* 

Camp  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Xear  Middletown,  Va.,  October  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  battle  fought  at  this  place  on  yesterday, 
the  19th  instant: 

The  regiment  went  into  action  with  17  ofiacers  and  280  men  in  line  of 
battle.  About  6  a.  m.  a  very  heavy  attack  was  made  on  the  left  of  the 
general  line.  Soon  after  daylight  the  Sixth  Corps  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  at  right  angles  to  our  original  position,  and  facing  toward 
what  had  been  the  left  flank.  The  enemy  had  at  this  time  broken  the 
left,  and  the  fugitives,  with  wagons,  &c.,  were  constantly  passing  our 
line.  About  7.30  o'clock  the  enemy  opened  a  very  severe  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  from  a  commanding  crest,  which  they  had  gained 
in  front  of  the  line  we  had  newly  taken  up.  Their  fire,  well  directed, 
swept  the  ground  we  occupied,  while  they  attempted  to  cross  the  val- 
ley in  our  front.  Under  the  severe  fire  from  the  front,  increased  by  a 
partially  enfilading  fire  from  a  hill  on  the  right,  our  line  fell  back  to  a 
low  ridge  about  400  yards  in  rear  of  that  at  first  occupied.  The  rebels 
advanced  their  line  of  battle  to  the  crest  we  had  left.  When  our  line 
fell  back,  three  pieces  of  Captain  McKnight's  battery  (M,  Fifth  United 
States)  had  been  left,  and  the  rebels  advanced  to  these  guns.  Seeing 
this,  a  charge  was  ordered,  and  the  regiment,  with  the  colors  in 
advance,  charged  up  to  the  guns  and  recovered  them.  Sergt.  William 
Mahoney,  of  Company  E,  color-bearer  of  the  regiment,  was  the  first  to 
reach  the  guns,  planting  the  colors  upon  one  of  them.  The  rebels  gave 
way  in  confusion  and  fled  across  the  valley  and  over  the  ridge  beyond. 
The  recaptured  guns  were  drawn  ofl:",  it  being  necessary  to  draw  two  of 
them  some  distance  by  hand.  The  rebels,  having  rallied,  poured  in  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  front  and  right,  a  heavy  column  advancing  up  the 
valley  from  that  direction.  The  troops  on  the  left  falling  back  beyond 
our  line,  we  were  soon  exposed  to  a  fire  from  that  flank  also.  The  loss 
at  this  point  was  very  severe,  and  the  line  fell  back  to  the  second  ridge. 
Here  a  stand  was  made,  and  the  rebels  were  again  driven  from  the  crest 
in  front,  which  they  attempted  to  carry.  But  pursuing  their  advan- 
tage on  the  left,  they  soon  flanked  us  in  such  force  as  to  compel  a  retreat 
of  the  whole  line.  Although  broken  and  somewhat  scattered  in  places, 
the  line  fell  back  slowly,  the  men  constantly  turning  and  firing.  In 
this  way  we  retired  about  a  mile,  the  enemy  having  all  the  time  a 
cross  fire  of  musketry  upon  us,  as  well  as  a  sharp  fire  from  several 
guns  commanding  the  whole  plain.  Capt.  L.  D.  Thompson,  command- 
ing Company  D,  was  killed  while  thus  retreating,  and  the  loss  was 
very  heavy.  Keaching  a  cross-road,  the  line  was  halted  and  reformed 
about  9  a.  m.  The  enemy  forebore  to  press  us  further  on  this  point, 
but  as  they  advanced  on  our  left  our  line  was  withdrawn  some  distance 
farther.  At  this  time  General  Sheridan  arrived  on  the  field.  The  line 
was  immediately  reformed.  Breast-works  of  rails  and  logs  were  thrown 
up,  in  which  we  lay  until  about  3.30  p.  m.,  when  a  general  advance  was 
ordered.    The  regiment,  with  the  general  line  of  the  division,  moved 

*  The  report  printed  in  Vol.  XLIII,  Part  I,  p.  244,  -was  evidently  prepared  for  the 
signature  of  Col.  William  W.  Henry,  bat  was  eigned  by  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  6. 
Chandler. 
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forward  througli  woods  into  an  open  field,  where  the  advance  was 
checked  for  a  few  minutes,  until  the  remainder  of  the  line  coming  up, 
we  again  pushed  on  and  drove  the  rebels  from  a  strong  position  behind 
a  stone  wall,  forcing  them  back  about  half  a  mile.  Here  they  took  up 
a  very  strong  position  on  a  continuous  ridge,  along  the  crest  of  which 
ran  a  stone  wall,  and  made  a  determined  stand.  The  fire  was  inces 
sant  and  very  heavy  for  about  half  an  hour,  but  the  enemy  finally  gave 
way  before  our  fire.  A  general  charge  was  ordered,  and,  the  troops 
advancing  on  the  run,  the  rebels  gave  way  in  complete  disorder.  The 
cavalry  took  up  the  pursuit,  and  little  resistance  was  attempted  after 
this  time.  In  this  last  charge  Sergeant  Mahoney,  color-bearer,  was 
shot  dead  while  gallantly  advancing  with  the  colors  at  the  front  of  the 
regiment.  We  advanced  over  the  battle-ground  of  the  morning,  and 
soon  after  dark  took  possession  of  our  old  camps.  It  is  impossible  to 
particularize  any  officers  or  men  where  all  so  fully  performed  their  duty 
and  behaved  so  nobly.  Adjutant  Lyman  was  wounded  while  falling 
back  from  the  first  position,  while  encouraging  the  men  by  voice  and 
examijle  and  most  gallantly  performing  the  duties  of  his  iwsition. 
Captain  Dewey,  Company  A,  commanded  the  regiment  during  the  last 
charge,  and  led  it  through  that  severe  engagement  iti  a  manner  calling 
for  high  commendation.  A  list  of  the  casualties  in  the  regiment  is 
inclosed.*  The  loss  is  very  great,  being,  as  will  be  seen,  about  one- 
third  of  the  total  number  engaged. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  HENRY, 
Colonel,  Gomdg.  Tenth  Regiment  Vermont  Vol.  Infantry. 

General  Peter  T.  Washburn, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[43.1  

Report  of  Lieut.  George  E.  Gilman,  First  Wew  Hampshire  Cavalry    of 
operations  8ej)tcmher  15-21. 

Camp  Stoneman,  D.  C,  September  20,  1864 

SiE:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

That  1  left  Camp  Stoueman  on  Thursday,  the  15th  day  of  September, 
with  a  detachment  of  men  under  command  of  Major  Fry  for  the  front 
We  arrived  at  head(|uarters  at  Strasburg  on  Wednesday,  September 
21,  and  turned  the  men  over  to  oiticer  detailed  to  receive  them.  We 
then  received  orders  to  return  to  Winchester  to  await  an  escort  back  lo 
Harper's  Ferry.  We  did  so  and  awaited  two  hours  over  tlie  time  for 
them  to  arrive.  Major  Fry  was  then  informed  by  some  wagon  masters 
that  tlie  escort  had  passed  through  town  on  the  Martinsburg  pike. 
We  innnediately  started  after  them,  and  when  about  five  miles  out  of 
Winchester  on  the  pike  toward  Martinsburg,  at  about  0  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  we  were  fired  into  by  a  band  of  rebels.  Jly  horse  was  shot 
and  1  was  taptuved  and  put  onto  another  horse  and  started  along  with 
them,  and  in  the  rush  after  the  other  oflicers  1  made  my  escape  and 
returned  to  Winchester,  and  here  1  found  the  escort  that  we  were 
ordered  to  wait  for,  and  1  came  to  Harper's  Ferry  with  them  and 
reported  to  Ceneral  Stevenson  and  was  ordered  to  report  to  my  regi- 
ment, which  I  did  as  so(m  as  possible.    The  officers  with  me  at  the  time 

*  See  Vol.  XLVU,  Part  I,  p.  132.  " 
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of  my  capture  were  Major  Fry,of  the  Sixteenth  Peunsylvania  Cavalry, 
Capt.  N.  H.  Browu,  First  Lieut.  F.  F.  Stone,  and  Second  Lieut.  George 
H.  Pressey,  of  the  First  New  H  anipshire  Cavalry,  and  they  are  supposed 
to  have  been  captured  as  nothing-  has  been  heard  from  them  since. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  GILMAN, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Neiv  Hampshire  Cavalry. 
Capt.  L.  L.  Barney. 
[43.] 


JANUARY  1-APRIL  3,  1865.— The  Richmond  (Virginia)  Campaign. 

Report  of  Lieut.  J.   Wehh  Adams,  Tenth  Battery  Massachusetts  Light 
Artillery,  of  operations  February  5-11. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery, 

February  1,9,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  instant  at 
6  a.  m.  I  reported  with  the  battery  to  Brigadier-General  Smyth,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  and  marched  with  that 
division  on  the  Vaughan  road  to  near  Hatcher's  Kun  and  went  into 
position,  the  right  section,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Day,  near  the 
Tucker  house,  the  left  section,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Green,  near 
young  Armstrong's  house,  covering  the  front  and  right  of  General 
Smyth's  division,  and  the  center  section,  commanded  by  First  Sergeant 
Townsend,  under  my  own  immediate  supervision,  near  General  Smyth's 
headquarters,  covering  a  ford  and  General  Smyth's  left  flank.  About 
4.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  in  strong  force  attacked  the  light  of  General 
Smyth's  division  and  attempted  to  turn  his  flank.  Lieutenant  Green 
changed  the  position  of  his  section  and  opened  an  enfilading  fire  within 
300  jfards  of  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  The  center  section 
changed  front  and  fired  to  the  rear,  having  an  oblique  fire  on  the  center 
and  left  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  After  a  hard  fight  of  an  hour  or 
more  (during  which  time  we  were  under  a  heavy  fire  from  a  rebel  battery 
on  our  then  left),  ajid  having  expended  nearly  300  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, doing  good  execution,  the  enemy  withdrew.  The  right  section  was 
not  engaged,  though  the  pieces  were  loaded,  and  Lieutenant  Day  and 
his  men  were  both  ready  and  willing.  On  the  6th  remained  in  position, 
but  not  engaged.  On  the  7tb  opened  with  one  section  toward  night 
on  a  rebel  battery  in  front  of  General  Warren's  line,  about  one  mile 
distant.  After  expending  twenty-five  rounds  the  rebel  battery  ceased 
firing.  I  afterward  learned  through  one  of  General  Smyth's  staff  that 
my  shell  fell  directly  in  the  rebel  battery  and  they  Avere  obliged  to  draw 
out.  On  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  in  the  same  jjosition,  but  not  engaged. 
On  the  11th,  at  4  a.  m.,  withdrew  the  battery  to  the  new  line  of  works, 
some  600  yards  to  the  rear,  where  I  now  remain. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WEBB  ADAMS, 
First  Lieutenant,  (Jommandinf/  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery. 

Lieut.  U.  D.  Eddy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[46.] 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Baxter,   U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  February 

5-7. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

February  16,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  part 
taken  by  this  brigade  in  late  movement  near  Hatcher's  E,un : 

Brigade  moved  from  camp  on  Jerusalem  plank  road  in  light  march- 
ing order  early  on  morning  of  5th  instant,  First  and  Third  Brigades  in 
advance,  marching  west  to  Halifax  road,  thence  south  on  said  road 
about  two  miles,  leaving  this  road  to  the  left,  still  marching  south,  cross- 
ing Kowanty  Creek  and  bearing  westerly  to  Vaughan  road  and  Gravelly 
Eun  farm.  Here  was  directed  by  the  general  commanding  division  to 
halt,  mass  brigade,  and  await  the  passing  of  wagon  train.  After 
remaining  about  one  hour,  received  orders  to  remain  for  the  night  and 
to  guard  well  the  approaches  from  all  directions.  The  Thirty-ninth 
Massachusetts,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tremlett,  was  immediately  placed  on 
picket,  forming  connection  at  Gravelly  Run  with  pickets  of  Second  Corps 
and  extending  to  the  left  around  our  position  to  near  Vaughan  road. 
Detachments  of  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  were  sent  to  guard  approaches 
on  left  of  Vaughan  road,  which  were  soon  relieved  by  First  Brigade,  as 
was  a  portion  of  Colonel  Tremlett's  line  by  Third  Brigade  having 
returned  to  this  position,  liemaiuder  of  brigade  formed  line  of  battle 
and  bivouacked.  Early  on  morning  of  6th  moved  back,  crossing 
Hatcher's  Run  on  Vaughan  road  about  8  a.  m.  and  massing  on  north 
bank  of  stream.  About  2  p.  m.  recrossed  Hatcher's  Run,  First  and 
Third  Brigades  in  advance,  moving  to  the  right.  First  Brigade  soon 
encountering  enemy's  pickets  and  driving  them  for  near  a  mile  to 
vicinity  of  IJabney's  Mill.  I  was  directed  to  move  forward  and  form 
connection  with  First  Brigade,  to  form  two  regiments  in  extension  of 
line  of  said  brigade  to  left.  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  Sixteenth 
Maine  were  moved  forward.  Ninety-seventh  New  York,  Eleventh 
Pefinsylvania,  and  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  formed  to  left  and  rear. 
The  line  immediately  advanced,  encountering  a  heavy  fire,  but  succeeded 
in  driving  the  enemy  and  occupying  Dabney's  Mill.  The  rear  line  was 
immediately  moved  forward  and  the  position  held  for  some  time,  until, 
the  enemy  receiving  heavy  re-enforcements,  we  were  pressed  back 
some  200  yards,  when  it  was  checked  and  soon  moved  forward,  reach- 
ing the  position  we  had  left.  We  were  again  forced  back,  the  enemy 
being  again  heavily  re-enforced,  and  the  troops  on  our  left  being  forced 
back,  subjecting  us  to  a  galling  flank  fire.  The  line  was  again  checked, 
about  200  yards  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy  checked  in  their  advance. 
Was  here  directed  to  throw  up  a  slight  protection  of  logs,  and  succeeded 
in  partially  doing  so.  The  brigade  had  expended  all  their  ammunition 
and  was  awaiting  a  supply  which  had  been  ordered  forward.  It  was 
near  dark  when  a  persistent  attack  was  again  made  by  the  enemy,  and 
the  troops  giving  way  on  our  left,  the  brigade  fell  back  in  some  disorder. 
Brigade  was  massed  on  south  side  Hatcher's  Run  and  remained  until 
morning  of  7th.  About  9  a.  m.  morning  of  7th  received  orders  to  move 
out,  taking  advance  of  division  and  moving  beyond  worit  occupied  by 
First  Division  toward  Dabney's  Mill.  On  arriving  outside  of  works 
was  directed  by  the  general  commanding  division  to  deploy  double  line 
of  skirmishers,  which  was  immediately  done,  the  Thirty -ninth  Masaa- 
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chusetts,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tremlett,  iu  advance,  and  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania, Major  Overmeyer,  second  line,  with  Sixteenth  Maine, 
Ninety-seventh  New  York,  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  in  line  of 
battle.  The  line  of  skirmishers  was  at  once  moved  forward,  meeting 
enemy's  skirmishers  and  pressing  them  steadily  back,  line  of  battle 
closely  following.  Continued  to  move  forward  for  a  mile  or  more  under 
a  severe  skirmish  fire  until  within  about  300  yards  of  enemy's  works 
and  was  directed  to  hold  this  position. 

It  became  necessary  to  deploy  remainder  of  line  as  skirmishers  to 
right  and  left,  receiving  a  severe  fire  on  either  flank.  Remained  in 
this  position  until  near  6  o'clock,  the  men  suffering  severely  from  the 
cold  storm  which  continued  the  entire  day.  Tlie  Fifty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lieutenant- Colonel  Jack,  of  Third  Brigade,  had  reported  to  me, 
and  was  held  in  reserve  until  an  advance  was  ordered,  when  it  moved 
forward  with  skirmishers,  officers  and  men  acquitting  themselves  with 
credit.  Near  G  o'clock  p.  m.  an  attack  by  the  division  was  made  on 
the  enemy's  works  in  our  front.  Skirmishers  advanced  about  100  yards 
supported  by  Third  Brigade,  and  here  encountered  so  severe  a  fire 
from  enemy's  works  was  forced  to  retire,  as  was  also  Third  Brigade. 
Again  occupied  same  position  as  during  the  day.  Was  relieved  from 
skirmish  line  about  9  p.  m.,  a  portion  of  the  line  by  troops  of  a  brigade 
of  Sixth  Corps,  which  had  been  moved  up,  and  portion  by  Third  Bri 
gade.  Formed  line  and  threw  up  works  about  400  yards  from  enemy's 
works,  connecting  on  right  with  Third  Brigade  and  on  left  with  brigade 
of  Sixth  Corps.  One  a.  m.  8th  moved  to  north  side  Hatcher's  Eun, 
near  Vaughan  road,  massed,  and  bivouacked.  Colonel  Tilden,  Sixteenth 
Maine,  received  a  painful  wound  on  the  6th,  rendering  him  unable  to 
remain  with  his  command,  but  although  still  suffering  returned  to  his 
regiment  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  and  remained  with  it,  sustaining 
his  well-earned  reputation.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haines,  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania,  commanding  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  was  seriously 
and  dangerously  wounded  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  on  the 
6th^  proving  himself  a  true  soldier.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spofford, 
Ninety-seventh  New  York,  was  wounded  while  directing  and  encour- 
aging his  men  on  the  skirmish  line  on  the  7th,  which  took  him  from 
the  field.  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Tremlett,  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts, 
and  Major  Overmeyer,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania,  did  all  that  could  be 
asked  of  the  best  soldier.  Captain  Cowdrey,  assistant  adjutant  general, 
was  severely  wounded  on  tlie  6th,  depriving  me  of  services  which  were 
performed  with  coolness  and  judgment.  Captain  Plummer,  Sixteenth 
Maine,  brigade  inspector,  and  Lieutenant  Leavitt,  Sixteenth  Maine, 
aide-de-camp,  are-entitled  to  favorable  mention  for  energetic  and  prompt 
action  and  soldierly  bearing  before  the  enemy.  Reference  is  made  to 
regimental  commanders'  reports,  which  are  herewith  forwarded,  for 
mention  of  officers, and  men  of  their  commands.  I  forward  tabular 
statement  of  casualties.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BAXTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  E,  C.  Baied, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[46.] 

•  Embodiert  in  table,  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  1,  p.  66. 
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Report  of  Col.  Charles   W.  Tilden,  Sixteenth  Maine  Infantry,  of  oper- 
ations February  5-11. 

Hbqes.  Sixteenth  Maine  Infantry  Volunteers, 

February  13,  1865. 

In  accordance  with  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  in  the  late  movements  near 
Hatcher's  Kun,  Va. : 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  the  regiment, 
numbering  8  line  ofticers  and  223  guns  (the  last  detachment  of  recruits, 
camp  guard,  and  sick  remaining  in  camp), broke  camp  about  7  a.m. on 
Sunday,  February  o,  moving  out  in  light  marching  order  and  supplied 
with  four  days'  rations.     Reached  Weldon  railroad  near  Hancock's 
Station  and  moved  from  thence  down  the  line  of  the  road  about  two 
miles,  then  turned  to  the  right  on  the  Halifax  road,  crossed  Rowanty 
Creek  about  3  p.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  the  Vaughan  road  about  two  miles 
southwest  of  Eowanty  Creek.    At  this  point  the  brigade  formed  a 
line  of  battle  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  my  regiment  having  the 
right  of  the  line  and  my  right  resting  on  the  road.     Moved  out  on 
the  Vaughan  road  about  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Cth  instant. 
Halted  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  east  side  of  Hatcher's  llun  and  remained 
until  2  p.  m.    Then  moved  about  two  miles  to  tlie  right,  or  southwest, 
when  tlie  brigade  was  formed  in  two  lines  of  battle,  my  regiment 
having  the  center  of  the  first  line,  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Massachu- 
setts on   my  right  and  the  Ninety-seventh  New  York  on  my  left. 
Advanced  and  engaged  the  enemy  near  Burgess'  Mills,  steadily  driv- 
ing liim  from  hi.s  position.    The  left  wing  of  my  regiment  became 
somewhat  broken  in  advancing  through  the  woods,  owing  to  the  dense 
thicket  and  swamp  through  which  it  was  obliged  to  advance,  but  was 
immediately  reformed  on  gaining  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  rushed 
forward,  wresting  from  the  enemy  an  elevated  position  formed  from  the 
debris  of  an  old  mill,  which  was  held  until  the  enemy  came  upon  my 
left  flank  in  strong  force,  compelling  the  line  to  retire  some  200  yards, 
which  it  did  in  good  order.     In  connection  with  the  advance,  I  desire 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding  the  name  of  Color 
Sergt.  Luther  Bradford,  who  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  (causing 
amjiutation  of  same)  while  gallantly  bearing  the  colors  in  advance  of 
the  line,  urging  the  men  on  to  their  work.     This  is  the  third  time  he 
has  been  wounded  since  his  connection  with  the  color  guard  of  the  regi- 
ment.   Corpl.  M.  J.  Grindle,  of  the  color  guard,  is  also  deserving  of  special 
commendation  for  the  bravery  he  displayed.     Seizing  the  colors  after 
Sergeant  Bradford  was  wounded,  he  rushed  forward  in  advance  of  the 
line  and  placed  them  upon  the  work  above  referred  to.    This  act  of 
bravery  was  performed  in  the  ])resence  of  the  general  commanding  the 
brigade.     He,  too,  was  wounded  when  we  were  obliged  to  fall  back. 
Three  times  in  succession  the  line  of  which  my  regiment  comprised  a 
part  advanced,  driving  the  enemy,  and  f  was]  as  many  times  forced  back 
by  superior  numbers.     The  last  movement  toward  the  rear  was  inadelatc 
in  the  afternoon,  and  caused  by  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  strong 
force  on  our  left  flank.    Our  line  was  re-established,  however,  after 
falling  back  a  short  distance,  and  the  enemy  who  was  just  appearing  at 
the  edge  of  the  woods  driven  back.    This  ended  the  operations  for  the 
day.    The  regiment  bivouacked  in  the  open  field  near  Hatcher's  Run, 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  scene  of  action.    The  casualties  of  the 
6th  instant  are  as  follows :  One  ofi&cer,  Lieut.  Gustavus  Moore, Company 
E,  wounded;  2  enlisted  men  killed,  34  wounded,  and  11  missing;  total 
loss,  1  officer  and  46  enlisted  men. 
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February  7,  moved  about  7  a.  m.;  marclied  two  miles  northeast  on 
the  Vaughan  road,  and  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  open  field  west  of 
the  road.  The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Thirty-ninth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  my  regi- 
ment formed  the  first  line  of  battle.  The  line  advanced  about  9  a.  m., 
forcing  the  enemy  from  his  temporary  works,  giving  us  possession  of 
an  elevated  position  running  through  a  belt  of  woods  some  350  or  400 
yards  in  front  of  the  enemy's  main  line.  About  11  a.  m.  my  regiment 
was  ordered  to  deploy  and  strengthen  the  skirmish  line,  which  was 
done,  under  charge  of  Capt.  E.  F.  Davis,  Company  O.  Immediately 
after  deploying  the  enemy  opened  his  artillery  on  the  right  of  our  line, 
compelling  the  men  on  this  part  of  the  line  to  retire.  They  were 
immediately  rallied,  however,  and  silenced  the  battery,  holding  the 
line  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  orders  were  received  to  advance 
to  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works.  Although  nearly  out  of  ammuni- 
tion my  regiment  moved  forward  steadily  at  the  command  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  and  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  when  we 
were  obliged  to  retire  (not  having  sufiQcient  support  to  carry  the  same) 
to  the  position  occupied  during  the  day.  About  1  o'clock  February 
8  the  line  was  withdrawn.  Bivouacked  the  day  and  night  of  the  8th 
about  two  miles  from  the  field  of  battle.  The  casualties  of  the  7th 
instant  are  as  follows:  Enlisted  men  killed,  1;  wounded,  25;  total  loss 
in  both  days,  1  officer  and  73  men.  February  9,  the  regiment  was  on 
picket  near  Halifax  road.  On  the  10th  returned  to  old  quarters.  On 
the  11th  moved  to  the  position  it  now  occupies.  It  is  with  great  pleas- 
ure that  I  am  able  to  speak  in  commendatory  terms  of  the  officers  of 
my  command,  who  were  constantly  with  their  companies  from  the  time 
of  our  breaking  camp  ou  the  5th  instant.  I  deem  it  also  worthy  of 
remark  to  state  that  with  two  exceptions  the  line  officers  present  came 
out  with  the  regiment  as  non-commissioned  officers  and  jirivates,  and 
have  earned  their  present  positions  by  their  meritorious  conduct  on 
former  occasions,  which  was  so  nobly  sustained  in  the  late  movements 
of  the  6th  and  7th  instant.  Especial  credit  is  due  to  Capt.  E.  F. 
Davis  for  his  efficient  aid  in  taking  charge  of  the  regiment  while 
deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  7th  instant.  I  can  also  speak  in  high 
terms  of  the  conduct  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  andmany  of  the 
men  of  my  command,  many  of  whom  have  never  before  been  brought 
under  fire.  I  should  not  forget  to  mention  Corpl.  James  Maloney, 
Company  H,  serving  on  the  color  guard,  who  picked  up  the  colors 
after  two  color-bearers  had  been  shot  in  succession  and  borne  wounded 
from  the  field,  and  carried  them  with  honor  and  credit  to  himself 
through  the  subsequent  movements. 

CHAS.  W.  TILDEF, 
Colonel,  Sixteenth  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers. 
Lieut.  AtTBBEY  Leavitt,  a.  a.  a.  <?.,  Second  Brigade. 

[46-]  

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Tremlett,  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts 
Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-10. 

Hdqrs.  Thiett-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

February  10, 1865. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 

operations  of  regiment  under  my  command  during  the  late  movement: 

Eegiment  left  camp  on  morning  of  Sunday,  5th  instant,  in  light 

1Q    -P    t> VnT.    T.T-   UT    T 
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inarehins"  order,  supplied  with  four  days'  rations.  Marched  all  day; 
at  uiglit  halted  near  (Travelly  Run ;  were  iininediately  placed  on  picket 
and  remained  ou  picket  until  daylight  Monday,  February  (>,  when  we 
were  withdrawn  and  rejoined  the  brigade,  which  marched  to  Hatcher's 
Kun.  At  4  p.  m.  advanced  against  the  enemy  and  remained  under 
fire  until  about  dark,  when  the  line  fell  back  to  Hatcher's  Kun,  reach- 
ing said  idace  about  7  p.  m.  My  loss  in  tliis  engagement  was  1  killed 
and  1l'  wounded.  Remained  iu  bivouac  until  11  a.  m.  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  at  which  time  we  advanced  outside  our  works  and  formed 
advanced  skirmish  line.  Immediately  engaged  the  enemy,  advanced 
and  carried  their  works,  cajituring  1  officer  (a  lieutenant-colonel)  and 
G  enlisted  men.  Were  relieved  at  10  p.  m.  by  a  portion  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  and  retired  behind  their  works;  at  midnight  were  with- 
drawn and  marched  to  Hatcher's  Run.  My  loss  in  this  engagement 
was  2  officers  and  V2  enlisted  men  wounded.  Remained  iu  bivouac  all 
day  Wednesday,  8th.  Thursday,  9th,  relieved  pickets  of  Third  Bri- 
gade and  remained  on  picket  near  Hatcher's  Run  until  Friday,  10th, 
when  we  were  relieved  and  retired  to  our  old  camp  near  Jerusalem 
plank  road.  Without  disparagement  to  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  whose 
conduct  iu  presence  of  the  enemy,  with  few  exceptions,  was  admira- 
ble, allow  me  to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  the  names  of  Capt. 
Joseph  J.  Cooper,  Coiniiany  F;  Sergt.  Lyman  A.  Spooner,  Company  I, 
and  Private  Thomas  H.  Rradley,  Company  K;  also  Corpl.  John  W. 
Bailey,  Company  G,  who,  by  their  marked  coolness  and  bravery,  proved 
themselves  on  this,  as  on  many  previous  occasions,  deserving  of  the 
highest  praise. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  M.  TREMLETT, 
TAeutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Eieut.  Aubrey  Leavitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

J46.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Spofford,  Ninety-seventh  New  Yorh  Infan- 
try, of  operations  February  rJ-8. 

Hdqrs.  97th  Regiment  ]S!"ew  York  State  Yols., 

February  in,  18G5. 

LiETTTENANT:  In  accordance  with  circular  from  your  headquarters, 
dated  February  I'i,  18G5,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as 
the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  during  the  recent  operations  near 
Hatcher's  Run: 

The  regiment  broke  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  march- 
ing with  the  column,  by  the  Halifax  road,  across  Rowanty  Creek. 
The  brigade  halted  on  Gravelly  Run  plantation,  and  formed  line  of 
battle,  remaining  until  about  4  a.  m.  (Jth  instant,  when  it  took  up  the 
line  of  march  on  the  Vaughan  road,  recrossing  Hatcher's  Kun  near  Dab- 
iiey's  Mil],  where  it  halted  until  about  1  ]).  m.  Again  crossed  Hatcher's 
Run  and  advanced  toward  Habney's  Mill,  near  which  we  formed  line 
of  battle,  this  regiment  forming  in  rear  of  the  Sixteenth  Maine  Volun- 
teers. The  line  then  advanced  steadily,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  until  we  had  gained  the  old  mill,  when  the  brigade  on  oar 
right  being  forced  back,  the  enemy,  pressing  forward,  both  on  our  right 
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and  left,  poured  in  a  heavy  cross  Are,  rendering  our  position  untenable, 
and  vre  were  forced  to  retire.  The  men  of  tlie  different  regimeats, 
mingling  together,  fell  back  in  some  confusion,  but  soon  rallied  around 
their  colors  and  drove  the  enemy  back,  reoccupying  the  former  posi- 
tion, holding  it  near  thirty  minutes.  The  enemy  being  re-enforced,  and 
pouring  in  a  terrible  Are  both  on  our  front  and  flanks,  compelled  us  to 
fall  back  the  second  time.  The  line  was  again  reformed,  amid  some 
confusion,  and  as  well  as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  went 
forward  again  with  the  brigade,  and  threw  up  temporary  breast-works 
and  held  them  until  the  Second  Division  fell  back,  leaving  us  unsup- 
ported on  either  flank ;  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  our  line  of 
works,  where  we  remained  during  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the 
7th  instant  advanced  up  Hatcher's  Hun  toward  Armstrong's  Mill  and 
to  the  right  of  the  battlefield  of  the  0th;  formed  line  of  battle  in  rear 
of  skirmish  line,  and  advanced,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  when  the  line  halted  and  oi)ened  fire,  remaining 
in  this  position  until  about  5  p.  m.,  when  the  Third  Brigade  was  ordered 
to  charge  the  enemy.  The  ranks  of  this  regiment  having  been  thinned 
to  such  an  extent,  was  ordered  to  advance  as  skirmishers  in  front  of 
the  charging  column;  were  repulsed,  and  retired  to  the  line  which 
we  had  held  during  the  afternoon,  where  we  remained  until  1  a.  m. 
8th  instant,  when  we  again  moved  back  to  the  fortifications.  I  take 
especial  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  Adjt.  W.  B.  Judd  (whose 
term  of  service  had  expired)  for  gallant  conduct  on  both  days  of  the 
fight.  On  the  7th,  many  yards  in  front  of  the  line,  while  cheering  on 
the  men  by  word  and  act,  he  was  struck  in  the  knee  by  a  musket-ball, 
by  which  he  lost  his  leg.  Many  instances  of  noble  daring  among  the 
enlisted  men,  too  numerous  for  this  report,  will  be  commended  in  regi- 
mental orders.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows:  February  6, 
1865,  9  enlisted  men  wounded  and  G  missing;  February  7, 1865,  3  com- 
missioned ofBcers  wounded,  3  enlisted  men  killed  and  14  wounded. 
Two  of  those  reported  missing  we  have  since  ascertained  to  have  been 
killed. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  P.  SPOFFOBD, 

Lieutenant-  Go  lonel. 

Lieut.  A.  Leavitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[46.]  

Report  of  Mqj.  John  B.  Overmeyer,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of 

operations  February  5-10. 

Hdqes.  Eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

Camp  near  Hatcher^s  Bun,  Va.,  February  13,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  circular  from  headquarters  Second  Brigade  of 
February  9, 1865, 1  make  the  following  report  of  regiment  during  recent 
movement  of  corps: 

On  morning  of  5th  instant  this  regiment,  with  brigade,  marched  from 

camp  near  Jerusalem  plank  road  along  Halifax  road,  crossing 

Creek,  and  encamped  for  the  night  on  Gravelly  Creek  plantation.  On 
morning  of  6th  instant  march  was  resumed,  crossing  Hatcher's  Eun, 
when  brigade  was  massed  with  division  on  east  side  of  stream  until  2 


292  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA,,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  "W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXni. 

p.  m.,  when  regiment,  with  brigade,  recrossed  stream,  taking  a  nortt- 
west  coarse,  and  marclied  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  when  line  of 
battle  was  formed.  Ninety-seventh  Kew  York  Volunteers,  Sixteenth 
Maine  Volunteers,  and  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  were 
formed  in  front,  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  and  Eighty-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  in  second  line.  Front  line  was  then  marched  by 
the  right  flank.  This  regiment  ordered  to  follow  Ninety-seventh  New 
York  Volunteers.  After  marching  in  that  direction  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  the  lines  were  re-established,  their  relative  i)ositions  being  the 
same  as  on  first  formation.  The  front  line  was  ordered  to  advance  and 
immediately  encountered  the  enemy.  I  followed  the  advance  and  soon 
became  engaged,  the  front  line  having  retired.  Quite  a  number  of  vol- 
leys were  exchanged  when  I,  with  permission  from  the  general  command- 
ing brigade,  advanced  my  line  some  fifty  yards,  which  position  I  held 
for  a  time,  when,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding  brigade,  I 
moved  my  command  a  short  distance  by  right  flank  and  erected  tempo- 
rary works,  but  on  account  of  no  troops  being  on  our  right  we  were 
compelled  to  leave  those  works,  but  were  successful  in  regaining  them 
after  a  short  action.  We  held  our  position  until  by  the  giving  way  of 
the  entire  line  on  our  right  and  the  exhaustion  of  our  ammunition  we 
were  forced  to  abandon  it  and  retire  to  the  fortifications  on  Hatcher's 
Run;  it  was  now  dark;  the  regiment  was  again  formed  and  remained 
inside  these  works  during  the  night.  At  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant 
regiment,  with  brigade,  marched  about  a  mile  along  earth-works  bearing 
northwest.  We  were  preceded  by  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, which  was  then  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  this  regiment  was 
ordered  to  support  them.  Both  lines  were  ordered  to  advance.  Thirty- 
ninth  Massachusetts  becoming  warmly  engaged,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  was  marched  to  their  assistance  and  drove  back  the  i  ebel 
skirmishers,  captured  one  line  of  temporary  earth  works,  and  advanced 
to  within  100  yards  of  the  enemy's  line  of  strong  earth-works.  The 
regiment  remained  on  skirmish  line  until  about  10  p.  m.,  when  it  was 
relieved  by  part  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  marched  a  short  distance  to 
the  rear.  Shortly  afterward  we  were  withdrawn  and  marched  across 
Hatcher's  Run  and  bivouacljed  on  east  side  of  stream  during  night. 
At  2  p.  m.  8th  instant  regiment  was  moved  about  300  yards  farther 
east  and  bivouacked  during  night.  Next  morning,  9th  instant,  regi- 
ment, with  brigade,  was  put  on  picket,  relieving  First  Brigade.  10th 
instant  regiment  marched  back  to  old  camp.  During  every  .action  in 
which  my  command  was  engaged  both  oflflcers  and  men  displayed  the 
most  conspicuous  gallantry,  coolness,  and  intrepidity  under  fire.  The 
regiment  was  in  the  "thickest  of  the  fight"  cm  that  part  of  the  line  on 
which  it  was  engaged.  The  following  is  the  loss  in  the  various  actions : 
February  6, 1  non-commissioned  oflicer  (Sergt.  B.  F.  Walker)  killed,  fi 
privates  killed,  2  oflicers  and  51  privates  wounded,  6  missing;  February 
7,  2  privates  killed,  15  privates  wounded,  4  missing.  Recapitulation  : 
Two  officers,  69  privates  wounded;  1  non  commissioned  otticer  and  8 
men  killed;  9  privates  missing;  total,  2  officers  and  87  enlisted  men. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  OVERMBYER, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  A.  Leavitt, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade. 

[46.1 
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Report  of  Gapt.  George  French,  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Infantry, 
Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  of  operations  Feb- 
ruary 5-10. 

HDQRS.  NliraTY-FOTJBTH  NeW  YoRK  VOLUNTEERS, 

February  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  report  of  operations  of  this  regiment  will  be  embodied  in 
the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Ninety-fifth  New  York 
Volunteers,*  as  the  two  regiments  were  consolidated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  FRENCH, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  J.  Harrison  Lambdin, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 


Report  of  Capt.  Archibald  McC.  Bush,  Ninety-fifth  New  York  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-10. 

Headquarters  Ninety-fifth  New  York  Volunteers, 

February  11,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  headquarters  Third  Bri- 
gade, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  recent  operations  near  Hatcher's  Run: 

By  order  from  Third  Brigade  headquarters  the  Ninety-fourth  New 
York  Volunteers  and  this  regiment  were  temporarily  consolidated  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Creney.  The  regiment  broke  camp 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  took  up  a  line  of  march  in 
a  westerly  direction,  until  it  reached  the  Weldon  railroad,  crossed 
Hatcher's  Run,  and  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night.  On  the  6th 
instant  we  moved  forward  and  formed  line  of  battle,  confronting  Dab- 
ney's-Mill,  connecting  on  the  left  with  the  Second  Brigade.  The  regi- 
ment then  moved  forward  against  the  enemy  and  became  hotly  engaged; 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  and  securing  an  advanced  position, 
which  was  held  almost  two  hours  and  until  the  men  were  entirely  out 
of  ammunition.  We  were  then  obliged  to  fall  back.  The  fighting  was 
of  a  very  severe  character,  but  the  men  stood  up  nobly  to  the  work. 
There  were  several  instances  of  good  conduct  and  acts  of  gallantry 
shown.  First  to  be  mentioned  of  them  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Creney, 
by  taking  the  colors  into  his  own  hands  and  thereby  keeping  the  line 
firom  breaking  several  difterent  times.  He  had  two  horses  shot  from 
under  him,  and  he  himself  finally  received  a  serious  wound  in  the  hip 
and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  Ca])tain  French  and  Lieutenant  John- 
son, of  the  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  also  deserve  to  be 
mentioned  for  coolness  and  bravery  displayed  by  them.  The  color 
benrers  and  guards  performed  their  duty  unflinchingly  aiid  proved 
themselves  to  be  brave  men.  The  greater  part  of  the  night  was  spent 
in  collecting  together  the  men  of  the  regiment,  who  had  been  consider- 
ably mixed  up  in  the  retreat.  The  regiment  bivouacked  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  night  near  Hatcher's  Run.  As  there  was  no  field  officer  in 
either  of  the  regiments,  the  Ninety-fourth  was  then  separated  from 
this  regiment.    We  remained  near  the  run  until  about  noon  of  the 

*  See  next,  pott. 
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7th,  when  we  were  moved  to  the  battleground  of  the  day  before  and 
were  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  Second  Brigade,  and  advanced 
with  them,  keeping  several  hundred  yards  in  their  rear.  After  the  Sec 
ond  Brigade  reached  an  advanced  position,  the  regiment  then  threw  up 
a  line  of  breast-works.  At  C  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  advance  and  drive 
the  enemy  from  his  works,  but  only  succeeded  in  getting  within  200  or 
300  yards  of  them,  where  we  again  threw  up  works.  Shortly  before 
daylight  the  regiment  was  moved  to  our  former  position  across  the 
run,  wliere  we  lay  until  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  8th  instant,  when 
the  regiment  was  i)laced  on  picket  on  tlie  left  flank  of  the  corps,  where 
we  remained  until  about  noon  on  the  9th.  We  then  moved  to  the  right 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th 
instant  we  moved  out  on  the  main  road  and  commenced  work  there. 
Were  relieved  in  the  afternoon  and  returned  to  the  old  camp. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SECOli  HYATT, 
Lieut,  and  Actg.  Adjt.  {for  A.  McG.  Bush,  Captain,  Commanding.) 

Gapt.  J.  Hakeison  Lambdin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Qe'^^eral. 

[46.] 


Report  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Dennis  B.  Bailey,  Sixth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
commanding  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York  Infantry,  of 
operations  February  5-10. 

Headqxjaetees  147th  New  Yoek  Volunteees, 

February  13,  1865. 
The  regiment  broke  camp  and  marched  at  daylight  Sunday,  the  5th 
instant.  It  encountered  the  enemy  at  Dabney's  Mill  on  the  Cth  instant, 
and  fought  him  until  the  ammunition  was  exhausted.  In  this  engage- 
ment 5  officers  and  42  men  were  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  In  the 
heat  of  the  engagement  volunteers  were  called  for  to  accompany  General 
Morrow  (commanding  brigade)  in  advance  of  the  line  of  brigade  colors. 
The  following-named  men  responded  promptly:  Sergt.  Patrick  Cash- 
man,  Company  I,  color-bearer,  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New 
York  Volunteers;  Sergt.  Maj.  William  Boyce;  Sergt.  J.  S.  McCoy, 
Company  G;  Sergt.  J.  McDonald,  Company  K;  Sergt.  Peter  Fannon, 
Company  K;  Corpl.  Volney  Eu.ssell,  Company  H;  Corpl.  P.  Cunning- 
ham, Company  B;  Private  William  Wilson,  Company  I.  In  this  engage- 
ment every  officer  and  man  performed  his  whole  duty.  About  5  p.  m. 
the  regiment  fell  back  to  the  line  of  works  in  rear,  and,  marching  across 
Hatcher's  Run,  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Kecrossed  the  run  the 
morning  of  the  7tb,  and  marched  nearly  to  the  ground  occupied  by  it 
(the  regiment)  on  the  previous  day.  Here  the  regiment  threw  up  a  line 
of  works  and  then  moved  to  the  left,  advancing  in  line  of  battle  through 
a  heavy  piece  of  woods,  when  it  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
advantageously  posted  on  a  rise  of  ground.  They  (the  enemy)  having 
a  battery  in  position,  the  regiment  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  a  tem- 
porary line  of  works  thrown  up  by  skirmisluers,  and  from  this  point 
again  advanced,  the  One  hundied  and  fortv-seventh  New  York  Volun 
teers  being  in  advance  of  the  line  a  great  part  of  the  time.  Moved  at 
dark  to  the  right  and  threw  np  wo-  ks,  and  at  about  1  o'clock  fell  back 
across  Hatcher's  Eun.  Keniiiincd  here  until  3  p.  m.  of  the  8th  instant 
when  the  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  on  picket  on  the  Halifax 
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road.  It  (the  regiment)  was  relieved  tlie  Otli  instant  about  4  p.  m.  and 
marched  to  tlic  north  sicicoftlieVanylianrdad,  where  it  tbicw  up  works, 
reinainiii<>-  here  until  the  morning  of  the  lOtli  instant,  when  it  in  irched 
to  tlie  south  side  of  the  Vaushan  road  and  c'hop])ed  timber  for  corduroy 
roads.  The  re}>i"ient  inarched  from  here  at  5  p.  m.  and  arrived  at  its 
old  camp  about  8  p.  m. 

D.  B.  DAILEY, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment, 
[40.J 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  T.  Jack,  Fifty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
of  operations  February  5-10. 

Hdqes.  56th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Yet.  Vols., 

February  10, 1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Fiftj'  sixth  Eegiment  Penusylvauia  Veteran  Volun- 
teers in  the  move  to  Hatcher's  Ituu: 

The  Fifty- sixth  Peunsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  broke  camp  at  6 
a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant;  marched  to  Halifax  road; 

followed  it  south  almost  two  miles.    Leaving  the  Halifax  road  at 

marched  westwaid  to  the  Vaughan  road,  and  crossing  Hatcher's  Eun 
proceeded  several  miles  beyond  and  halted,  forming  line  of  battle  with 
right  resting  on  swam^),  beyond  wliich  restid  the  left  of  General  Bragg's 
brigade,  left  joining  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers;  a  small  stream  running  iu  front,  beyond  which 
vedettes  were  posted,  and  a  road  that  passed  the  position  occupied  by 
the  Fifty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  and  across  the  stream, 
barricaded  effectually  by  slashing  heavy  timber  over  it.  The  line  had 
iust  been  established  when  an  order  came  to  full  iu  and  move  off.  We 
retraced  our  steps  about  two  miles;  halted  within  short  distance  of 

Hatyher's  liun;  threw  out  pickets  across  the  road  to Mills  (the 

Fiity-sixth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  being  the  picket).  In 
anticipation  of  an  attack  from  that  quarter  the  road  was  strongly  bar- 
ricaded. On  the  morning  of  the  Cth  we  were  called  in  before  daylight 
and  moved  off  on  the  Vaughan  road,  crossing  to  east  side  of  Hatcher's 
Run,  remaining  in  satne  ])Ositioii  until  afternoon.  We  again  recrossed 
Hatcher's  Run  and  moved  to  meet  the  enemy,  the  Fifty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Veteran  Volunteers  in  the  second  line  of  battle.  The  enemy 
were  steadily  pressed  back  at  all  points,  and  continued  to  be  until  our 
ammunition  giving  out  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  for  the  want 
of  ammunition  alone.  Retired  to  a  position  on  the  west  bank  of 
Hatcher's  Run;  camped  for  the  night.  Next  morning  (February  7) 
again  moved  out  to  meet  tlie  enemy,  the  Fifty-sixth  again  in  second 
line  of  battle.  The  enemy  were  again  pushed  back  to  their  old  line. 
The  Fifty  sixth  assisting  to  build  breast- works  until  nearly  noon,  when 
they  were  ordered  to  the  support  of  General  Baxter,  and  joined  with 
his  brigade  in  charging  the  enemy's  works  and  were  repulsed ;  returned 
during  the  night  to  the  east  side  of  Hatcher's  Run.  Remained  in  same 
place  until  afternoon  of  8th  instant.  Sent  on  picket.  Relieved  next 
morning  (February  9)  by  General  Baxter.  Returned  to  west  side  of 
Vaughan  road  and  assisted  in  ]>utting  up  breast-works.  Ceased  work 
early  in  the  evening  and  (tamped  ibr  tlie  jiight.  On  the  morning  of  the 
lOtli  instant  moved  to  Vaughan  road  and  were  detailed  as  working 


296  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXin. 

party.  On  evening  of  same  day  returned  to  camp.  I  bave  the  honor 
of  reporting  most  excellent  conduct  both  on  part  of  officers  and  men 
throughout. 

Hoping  the  above  may  be  satisfactory,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  T.  JACK, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Gomdg.  Fifty-sixth  Fennsylvania  Veteran  Tolunteera. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Hofmann. 

[46.] 


Report  of  Capt.  Henry  H.  Herpst,  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  of  operations  February  5-10. 

Headqxjabtebs  121st  Pennsylvania  Volunteees, 

February  11,  1865. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
in  the  recent  operations: 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant  the  regiment  took  up  the 
line  of  march  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  proceeding  down  the  Weldon 
railroad  for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  then  striking  west,  cross- 
ing Hatcher's  Run  at  3  p.  m.,  and  marching  until  about  G  p.  m.,  halted, 
threw  out  pickets,  withdrew  them  shortly  and  resumed  our  advance 
until  10  p.  m.,  encamping  for  the  night  some  three  miles  from  Dinwiddle 
Court-House.  Distance  marched  during  the  day,  fourteen  miles. 
Early  the  next  morning  recrossed  Hatcher's  Run  near  Armstrong's 
]\lil],  haltiug  ou  thenortli  bank  of  the  stream  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when 
we  again  crossed,  filing  through  the  breast-works,  formed  in  line  of 
battle  and  advanced  on  the  enemy,  successfully  engaging  him  till  dusk, 
when,  our  ammunition  being  exhausted,  the  men  were  forced  to  retire 
within  the  works,  where  they  remained  for  the  night.  On  the  7th  we 
again  attacked  the  enemy  about  noon,  driving  them  into  their  fortifi- 
cations. The  regiment  then  retired  and  built  works  in  advance  of  the 
old  works  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  moving  out  of  them  the  same 
evening  and  encamping  for  the  night  in  an  open  field.  On  the  8th 
remained  in  the  field  until  3  j).  m.,  when  the  regiment  was  thrown  on 
picket  on  the  left  of  the  line,  and  was  relieved  the  next  day  at  noon, 
returning  to  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge  crossing  Hatcher's  Kun,  erect- 
ing fortifications.  On  the  10th  the  regiment  was  employed  in  corduroy- 
ing roads,  and  started  for  our  camping  ground  at  5  p.  m.  It  is  hardly 
possible  for  me,  in  the  absence  of  Major  Funk,  to  mention  any  particu- 
lar acts  of  gallantry  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men,  and  where  all 
did  so  well,  particularly  in  the  engagement  on  the  6th,  it  would  be 
hard  to  discriminate  those  deserving  of  special  mention.  I  hope  Major 
Funk  will  be  allowed  to  submit  his  own  report,  as  this  will  be  the  oiily 
method  by  which  full  justice  can  be  given  to  the  regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  H.  HERPST, 
Captain,  Commanding  121st  Pennsylvania   Volunteers. 

Capt.  J.  Hakrison  Lambdin, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[46.] 
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Report  of  Maj.  Nathan  Church,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  of  operations  March  35. 

Hbadquakters  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 

CAPTAIN:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  this  date  1  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  by  this  regiment  in  the 
operations  of  yesterday : 

Marched  from  camp  about  9  a.  m..and  formed  line  of  battle  in  front 
of  the  Smith  house;  the  One  hundred  and  eighty- third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  on  our  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  on  our  left.  This  line  was  then  moved  forward  about  520 
yards  and  halted.  Eemained  here  about  an  hour  and  then  advanced 
about  200  yards  and  again  halted.  From  this  position  was  moved  by 
the  left  flank  for  a  short  distance  and  established  in  line  of  battle  along 
the  picket-line  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven  earlier  in  the  day. 
A  few  minutes  later  the  enemy's  bugle  sounded  the  advance.  The  skir- 
mishers in  our  front  were  soon  driven  in,  closely  followed  by  the  enemy's. 
When  within  short  range  the  line  of  battle  opened  on  them  and  they 
soon  retired.  The  regiment  then  advanced  in  connection  with  the  One 
hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  captured  eight  pris- 
oners. Eeturned  and  occupied  our  position  in  line  of  battle  along  the 
enemy's  picket-line.  The  enemy  soon  made  another  attack,  which  was 
also  repulsed.  About  midnight  the  troops  were  withdrawn  and  the 
regiment  returned  to  old  camp. 

Casualties.* 

N.  CHURCH, 
Major,  Commanding  liegiment. 

Capt.  William;  McCallistek, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[46.]  

Bepftrt  of  Lieut.  Col.  Welcome  A.  Crafts,  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Infantry, 
of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqrs.  Fifth  New  Hampshire  Battalion  Vols., 

March  26,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  in  which 
my  regiment  participated  March  25,  1865: 

Moving  from  the  works  at  10  a.  m.  by  order  of  Colonel  Scott,  com- 
manding brigade,  most  of  the  distance  on  the  double-quick,  formed  line 
of  battle  and  took  position  near  the  Watkius  house,  being  in  front  of 
the  picket-line  occupied  by  the  Third  Division,  and  about  1,000  yards 
from  the  enemy's  works,  with  orders  to  support  the  picket-line  deployed 
in  the  captured  pits  of  the  enemy  just  in  front.  Being  detached  from 
the  brigade,  I  acted  under  the  orders  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General 
Madill,  corps  officer  of  the  day.  At  2  p.  m.  I  ordered  Captain  Griggs, 
commanding  Ninth  Company  Sharpshooters,  to  deploy  his  company,  and 
advance  through  the  woods  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  left 
of  the  First  Brigade,  and  annoy  the  enemy's  gunners  if  possible,  or 
operate  against  their  skirmish  line,  according;-  to  circumstances.  Six  of 
this  company,  armed  with  target  rifles,  did  good  service  from  an  advanced 
position  in  front  of  the  regiment  upon  the  rebel  gun  ners.  About  5  p.  m. 
changed  position,  forming  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  threw  up  a  tem- 
porary breast  work,  and  at  12  o'clock  was  ordered  into  camp.  Although 
not  actively  engaged,  the  regiment  was  frequently  under  fire  of  rebel 
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batteries  and  sharpshooters,  changed  position  and  performed  several 
evolutions  under  fire  with  commendable  coolness  and  precision.  The 
total  loss  in  the  command  during  the  day  was  1  killed,  10  wounded  (one 
mortall}'),  24  missing.  The  latter  were  nearly  all  from  the  heavy  detail 
sent  to  the  skirmish  line,  which  I  am  informed  behaved  with  coolness. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  regiment  as  a  new  organization,  and  indeed 
nearly  every  man  was  for  the  first  time  under  tire,  the  result  may  be 
considered  satislactory. 

W.  A.  CRAFTS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
Capt.  William  McCallisteb, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[46.1  

Report  of  Capt.  Jervis  D.   Goolc,  Sixty-first   New   Yorlc  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Camp  of  Sixty-first  New  Yokk  Volunteers, 

March  26,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following 
report  of  the  part  which  a  portion  of  this  regiment  took  in  the  oper- 
ations of  yesterday,  the  2oth  instant: 

At  about  7.30  a.  m.  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Kerr,  aide-de-camp 
to  George  W,  Scott,  colonel  commanding  First  Brigade,  to  select  200  men 
and  five  commissioned  oflicers  as  a  charging  party  on  the  enemy  in  our 
front.  I  detailed  the  men,  and  Captain  Liebenau,  Lieutenants  Grady, 
Hudson,  Miller,  and  Sares  volunteered.  Tbey  were  conducted  to  the 
front  by  Captain  Ives,  stafi'  officer  of  the  First  Division.  At  about  9 
o'clock  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown  to  march  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment  to  the  old  picket  line  to  report  to  Colonel 
Scott.  I  got  my  men  in  position  by  right  by  iile  into  line  in  the  rear  of 
the  old  i)icket-line,  the  Eighty-first  I'ennsylvania  Volunteers  connecting 
on  niy  left  and  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
connecting  on  my  right.  Major  Schafi'cr,  having  been  relieved  as  officer 
of  the  day  (at  11  a.  m.),  assumed  command  of  the  regiment.  The  follow- 
ing casualties  occurred  among  the  200  men :  Two  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  3  privates  killed;  5  non-commissioned  officers  and  22  privates 
wounded;  15  privates  missing.  In  all  probability  a  number  of  euhsted 
men  reported  as  missing  will  return  to  camp  during  the  next  twenty- 
four  hours. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEEVIS  D.  COOK, 
Captain,  Sixty-first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  John  F.  Townsend, 

Acting  Adjutant. 

[46.] 


Report  of  Maj.  George  W.  Schafer,  Sixty-first  New  Yorlc  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Sixty-first  Kegiment  New  York  Vols. 

March  26,  1865. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  regiment  during  the  late  engagement,  Alarch  25  1865: 

I  relieved  Capt.  J.  U.  Cook  at  11  a.  m.;  at  11,30  a.  m.  1  was  ordered 
by  Capt.  William  McCallister,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  move 
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the  regiment  forward  in  line  of  battle  and  take  position  in  rear  of  picket- 
line  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy.  About  4  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced 
upon  us  and  were  driven  back  without  loss  to  the  regiment.  It  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  only  a  heavy  skirmish  line.  We  advanced  about 
twenty-live  yards,  when  I  received  orders  from  Captain  McOallister  to 
fall  to  the  rear  and  on  our  original  line ;  I  did  so.  Upon  taking  position 
I  ordered  a  line  of  breast  works  to  be  thrown  up.  About  7  p.  ni.  a  line 
of  vedettes  was  posted  in  front  of  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Cole.  At  8  p.  m.  were  relieved  by  the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  when  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  the  regimental  front,  so  as  to 
connect  with  the  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
on  our  right;  I  did  so.  About  midnight  I  was  ordered  by  Captain 
McCallister  to  face  the  regiment  to  the  left  and  file  after  him;  I  did  so, 
whereupon  we  were  conducted  to  camp,  arriving  there  about  1  a.  m.  on 
the  morning  of  the  26th. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHAFFER, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Capt.  William  McCallistbb, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps. 

[46.] 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Wilson,  Eighty  first  Pennsylvania  Infan- 
try, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  26, 1865. 

Captain:  In  answer  to  circular  of  this  date  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  engage- 
ment of  yesterday,  March  25,  1865: 

Ai)out  7.30  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  pack  up  and  strike  tents.  At 
10  a.  m.  T  received  an  order  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 
to  advance  iu  front  of  the  works  and  report  to  Colonel  Scott,  command- 
ing First  Brigade.  I  immediately  did  so  and  received  orders  from  Col- 
onel Scott,  to  take  position,  right  resting  on  a  by-road  (name  unknown) 
just  in  front  of  our  original  picket-line,  and  connecting  my  right  with 
the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers.  Eemaiuing  in  this  position 
about  twenty  minutes,  orders  came  to  advance,  keeping  my  connection 
with  the  Sixty-first  New  York,  and  reach  the  line  of  rifle-pits  which 
had  been  previously  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Movement  being  exe- 
cuted and  position  gained,  laid  iu  line  of  battle  till  about  4.30  p.  m.,  at 
which  time  the  enemy  advanced  on  our  position,  and  drove  iu  the  skir- 
mish hue,  which  I  assembled  on  my  left.  I  engaged  the  enemy  for 
about  fifteen  minutes,  drove  them  back  and  re-established  the  skirmish 
line  in  my  front  iu  its  original  position. 

Casualties  during  the  day.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  Eighty -first  Pennsylvania  Vols. 

Capt.  William  McCallister, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  1st  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps. 

[46.]  


nm\    \ici\iMMlf*fl  . 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  B.  Bodgers,  One  hundred  and  fortieth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquaetees  140th  Pennsylvania  Voltjntbees, 

March  36,  1865. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  orders  this  day  received  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fortieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the  engagement  of  yesterday: 

After  arriving  on  the  ground  beyond  our  picket-line,  in  obedience  to 
orders  of  the  brigade  commander,  I  formed  my  command  on  the  line  of 
rifle-pits  that  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  taking  posi- 
tion between  the  Sixty-first  New  Tork  on  the  left  and  the  Twenty-sixth 
Michigan  on  the  right.  While  here  we  several  times  re-established  the 
skirmish  line  of  another  brigade  in  our  immediate  front  by  driving  them 
back  to  the  line  they  had  left  without  good  reason.  Two  several  attacks 
of  the  enemy  were  successfully  repulsed;  one  between  3  and  4  p.  m.  and 
the  other  between  5  and  7  p.  m.  After  dark  I  sent  out  vedettes  of  my 
own  regiment,  who  remained  on  post  until  relieved  by  the  Eighty-first 
Pennsylvania,  under  order  from  the  brigade  commander.  I  then  de- 
ployed my  regiment  so  as  to  connect  on  the  right  with  the  Twenty- sixth 
Michigan,  which  had  moved  farther  to  the  right,  and  remained  in  this 
position  until  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in  and  march  back  to  camp.  The 
officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  behaved  well,  as  they  always  have 
done.  I  regret  to  have  to  mention  that  Oapt.  J.  F.  Wilson  was  severely 
wounded  early  in  the  action.  He  is  a  gallant,  faithful,  and  efficient 
officer,  and  his  loss  will  be  felt  by  the  regiment.  One  enlisted  man  was 
killed  and  3  were  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  EODGEKS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Comdg.  140th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

[Oapt.  William;  McCallistee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 

[46.] 


Report  of  Col.  George  T.  Bgbert,  One  hundred  and  eighty-third  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquaetees  183d  Pennsylvania  Volunteees, 

March  26,  1865. 
Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  A.  T.  Lynch,  moved  from  the  line  of  works  it  had 
occupied  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  and  took  position  in  line  of 
battle,  supporting  our  advanced  skirmish  line.  The  regiment  followed 
the  line  as  it  advanced  durin  g  the  day.  About  5  p.m.  the  enemy  advanced 
in  some  force  on  our  skirmish  line,  driving  it  back  nj^on  the  support. 
The  regiment  immediately  opened  a  fire  upon  the  advancing  party,  wh() 
quickly  retired.  In  about  an  hour  the  enemy  advanced  again  and  were 
repulsed  after  a  musketry  engagement  lasting  about  half  an  hour. 
About  11  p.  m.  the  regiment  moved  back  with  the  brigade  to  camp. 
The  following  list  of  casualties  occurred  during  the  day.* 

Very  respectfully,  GEO.  T.  EGBERT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Begiment. 
Capt.  William  McCallistee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Briaade 

[46.] ■ • 

•Nominal  list  (omitted)  shows  1  man  killed  and  14  men  wounded. 
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Report  of  Maj.  Oscar  F.  Eulser,  Second  New  Yorlc  Heavy  Artillery,  of 

operations  March  35. 

Headquarters  Seconb  New  York  Artillery, 

March  26, 1865. 
Captain:  I  hnve  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  as  follows  the 
result  of  the  operations  of  this  regiment  of  yesterday: 

At  9.30  a.  jn.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general,  to  move  out  to  the  then  picket-line  in  front 
of  this  brigade  and  report  to  Col.  G.  W.  Scott,  brigade  commander, 
which  I  did.  After  receiving  instructions  from  him  I  moved  at  once 
and  remained  in  position  until  ordered  by  him  (Colonel  Scott)  to 
advance  my  right  to  the  support  of  the  then  picket-hne.  According 
to  orders  I  then  moved  to  the  position  indicated,  and  subsequently 
took  position  on  the  right  of  First  Brigade,  where  we  encountered  the 
enemy  in  force.  After  participating  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  in 
two  separate  charges  made  by  them  upon  our  lines,  we  were  relieved 
at  10  p.  m.,  and  returned  back  to  camp.  The  casualties  in  the  com- 
mand were  1  commissioned  ofiicer  and  6  enlisted  men  woundea,  \.  ith 
4  enlisted  men  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

O.  r.  HULSEE, 
Major,  Commanding  Second  New  Yorlc  Artillery. 
Capt.  William  McCallister, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen,,  1st  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps. 
[46.] 


Report  of  Col.  Robert  Nugent,  Sixty-ninth  New  Yorlc  Infantry,  command- 
ing brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hbqks.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps, 

March  26, 1865. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  First 
Division,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  this  command  on  the  25th  instant: 

About  6.30  a.  m.  I  received  orders  to  strike  tents  and  hold  my  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice.  At  9  a.  m.  we 
moved  into  the  breast- works  vacated  by  the  First  Brigade  and  remained 
in  them  until  about  2.15  p.  m.,  when  I  received  orders  from  the  major- 
general  commanding  tlie  division  to  advance  about  half  a  mile  in  front 
of  the  works  and  form  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the  Skinner  house.  The 
line  was  then  advanced  into  the  woods  about  fifty  paces  in  front  of 
the  captured  rebel  picket-line,  my  left  connecting  with  the  right  of 
the  First  Brigade,  but  was  subsequently  retired  about  twenty  paces 
in  rear  of  the  woods.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  about  4.10 
p.  m.,  when  a  bugler  on  the  rebel  side  sounded  the  charge,  the  enemy 
advancing  on  us  at  the  same  time  with  a  yell  and  at  the  doable-quick. 
We  opened  a  terrific  musketry  fire  on  them ;  they  made  several  per- 
sistent attempts  to  break  through  my  line,  but  were  repulsed  in  every 
instance.  My  command  held  their  ground  with  unflinching  bravery, 
not  yielding  an  inch.  Failing  to  drive  us  in  front,  the  enemy  moved  to 
our  right,  doubtless  with  the  intention  of  turning  my  right  flank,  which 
was  protected  only  by  a  line  of  skirmishers,  who  kept  back  the  rebel 
skirmish  line  but  were  forced  to  retire  before  their  line  of  battle.  Per- 
ceiving their  object,  I  immediately  swung  the  right  wing  of  the  Sixty- 
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ninth  New.Tork  Volunteers  around,  and  gave  instructions  at  the  same 
time  to  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  to  obliquo  tbeir  Are  to  the 
right,  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  back,  but  not  before  they  had 
inflicted  a  severe  loss  on  us  by  an  enfilading  fire  which  they  kept  up 
while  they  held  this  ground.  I  was  relieved  at  G.30  p.  m.  by  a  portion 
of  the  Fifth  Corps,  lletiring  about  fifty  paces  I  reformed  Ihie  and 
awaited  orders.  1  remained  in  this  position  for  about  twenty  minutes 
when  I  was  ordered  still  farther  to  the  rear  and  instructed  to  stack 
arms,  allow  the  men  to  rest,  and  replenish  the  supply  of  ammunition. 
About  11  p.  m.  received  orders  to  place  a  regiment  in  tlie  interval 
between  the  left  of  the  First  Division  and  the  right  of  the  Third 
Division,  which  was  executed.  About  12  o'clock  the  regiment  was 
withdrawn,  leaving  sufficient  pickets  to  cover  their  front,  and  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  march  back  to  the  old  camp.  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  officers  and  men  behaved  in  a  most  gal- 
lant manner.  Where  all  performed  their  duty  so  faithfully  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  particularize,  yet  I  cannot  help  mentioning  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  different  regiments,  viz :  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Smith,  tSixtyninth  New  York;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming,  Twenty- 
eighth  Massachusetts,  who,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severely  wounded ; 
Captain  Smith,  Eighty-eighth,  and  Captain  Terwilliger,  Sixty-third 
New  York  Volunteers ;  also  Capt.  Murtha  Murphy,  Sixty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers,  who  was  in  command  of  th(i  skirmishers.  This  officer 
checked  the  advance  of  the  rebels  on  my  right  with  the  most  com- 
mendable tenacitj',  disputing  every  inch  of  the  ground,  until  he  finally 
formed  his  men  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  I  am  deeply  indebted  to 
the  members  of  my  staff,  viz.  Captains  Oldershaw  and  Foley  and 
Lieutenant  Granger,  for  the  able  assistance  they  so  willingly  rendered 
me.  I  will  particularize  Captain  Oldershaw  for  the  cool  bravery 
exhibited  by  him  throughout  the  engagement.  I  will  also  mention 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gleason,  Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers,  who, 
although  under  arrest,  rendered  me  great  assistance  in  carrying  orders 
at  different  times. 

Accompanying  I  send  a  nominal  list  of  the  casualties.* 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUBERT  NUGENT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Brown, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Division. 

[46.] 


Report  of  Maj.    Theodore  Tyrer,  Sixty-fourth   New    York  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  2o. 

Hdqks.  Sixty-foxtrth  New  York  Volunteers, 

March  26,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  on  the  25th  of  March,  1865: 

We  moved  with  the  brigade  at  2  p.  m.  to  the  front,  taking  position  on 
the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  forming  line  of  battle  on  the  old  picket-line. 
At  3  p.  m.  1  received  orders  through  Captain  Brady  to  support  the  First 
Brigade,  Colonel  Scott  commanding,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear 
of  bis  center.    After  remaining  some  time  there,  General  Miles  ordered 

'  Embraced  in  tables,  \o\.  XL\l,  Part  I. 
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iiie  to  rei>ort  to  Colonel  Nugent,  commanding  Second  Brigade.  From 
him  I  received  orders  to  form  on  his  right,  which  I  did.  After  some 
ujomeuts  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  Twenty-eighth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  got  out  of  ammunition,  and  Colonel  Nugent 
directed  me  to  send  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  to  the  left  of  the 
Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  hold  the  ground  until  ammuni- 
tion could  be  brought,  which  position  I  held  until  dark,  when  the 
Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  were  relieved,  when  1  formed  the  left  of  my  regiment  ou  the 
right  of  the  position  held  by  the  Second  Brigade  during  the  day  and 
remained  there  until  12  p.  m.,  when  relieved  and  returned  to  camp. 
My  regiment  behaved  splendidly.  My  loss  was  as  follows :  Three  killed, 
30  wounded,  and  3  missing.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  loss  of 
the  enemy,  as  they  were  much  concealed  by  the  brush,  but  I  think  it 
could  not  be  otherwise  than  heavy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODOEE  TYREE, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  S.  P.  Corliss, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fourth  Brigade, 

[46.1 


Report  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  P.  Lane,  Sixty-sixth  New  Yorlt  Infantry,  of 

operations  March  25. 

Hdqks.  Sixty-sixth  New  York  Veteran  Vols., 

March  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  of  operations  of  this  com- 
mand on  the  25th  of  March,  1865.  At  2  p.  m.  this  command  left  Fort 
Sampson  and  marched  by  the  right  flank  through  the  slashings  in  front 
of  Fort  Sampson  about  700  yards,  where  tlie  regiment  halted,  made 
front,  and  remained  in  line  of  battle  about  one  hour.  At  3  p.  m.  heavy 
musketry  firing  commenced  ou  our  left,  and  tlie  regiment  moved  by  the 
left  flank  in  double  quick  step  to  the  scene  of  action.  Arriving  there, 
it  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Miles  to  move  by  the  right  flank 
through  a  small  wood  into  an  open  field,  where,  throwing  out  skirmish- 
ers, it  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  11  p.  m.,  when  ordered  back  to 
its  original  camp.  It  arrived  there  at  11.30  p.  m.  The  regiment  lost 
none  in  killed  or  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

NATHANIEL  P.  LANE, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Sixty-sixth  New  Vorh  Veteran  Volunteers. 
[46.] 


Report  of  Col.  William  M.  Mintser,  Fifty-third  "Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
commanding  brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Fourth  Brig.,  First  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps, 

March  27, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of 
the  Fourth  Brigade  on  the  25th  instant: 

The  brigade  moved  in  accordance  with  orders  at  2  p.  m.  and  took 
position  ou  the  old  picket-line.    The  Fourth  New  York  Artillery  were 
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ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Nugent,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
which  it  did.  The  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  were  sent  to  the 
First  Brigade  by  order  of  General  Miles.  Firing  being  heard  in  our 
front.  General  Miles  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  forward  and  con- 
nect with  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  which  it  did.  The  right  of 
the  brigade  connected  with  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade.  The  com- 
mand lay  in  this  position,  holding  the  enemy  and  repelling  their  attack, 
until  ordered  into  camp  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  26th  instant.  The  officers  and 
men  behaved  nobly,  and  are  deserving  of  worthy  notice  for  their  gal- 
lant conduct  and  unflinching  bravery. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  MINTZEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Brown, 

Actg,  Ast^t.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

[46.]  

Report  of  Maj.  David  W.  Megraw,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  116th  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Yoltjnteers, 

March  26,  1865. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

This  command  left  camp  yesterday  afternoon  about  3  o'clock,  marched 
out  to  line  formerly  occupied  by  picket- line;  formed  line  of  battle; 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  half  an  hour.  Orders  were  then 
received  to  fall  in  and  march  to  the  left;  M'hich  was  done.  We  had 
advanced  but  a  short  distance,  when  orders  were  given  to  move  by  the 
flank;  advanced  through  the  woods  in  line  of  battle;  little  or  no  firing 
on  our  side;  sent  out  details  on  skirmish  line;  withdrew  them  about 
midnight  on  the  25th  instant. 
No  casualties  in  our  immediate  command. 
Eespectfully  submitted  : 

DAVID  W.  MEGEAW, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 
Lieut.  S.  P.  Corliss, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[46.J  

Report  of  Capt.  James  H.  Hamlin,  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  of  operations  March  25. 

Headquarters  145th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

March  26,  '1860. 
Lieutenant  :  Pursuant  to  orders  from  headquarters  First  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  requiring  report  of  operations  on  the 
25th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  in  regard  to 
this  command : 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  orders  were  received  to  have  the 
command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  •  meantime  that 
the  men  should  remain  at  the  works  in  line.    During'  this  time  there 
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was  desultory  firing  on  the  picket-line.  About  3  p.  m.  the  regiment 
moved  out  with  the  brigade  toward  the  scene  of  the  firing,  form- 
ing the  right  flank  thereof.  Arrived  at  the  old  reserve  line  of  the 
picket,  a  x)Osition  was  taken  in  line  with  the  brigade.  In  a  short  time, 
by  order  of  the  colonel  commanding  brigade,  we  moved  to  the  left  on 
the  double-quick  until  we  reached  a  position  in  the  immediate  rear  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  whence,  still  on  the  double-quick,  we  moved  by 
the  right  flank  until  we  connected  with  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  retained  the  original  position. 
The  movement  to  the  left  was  considered  as  necessary  in  order  to  avoid 
a  swamp  in  the  advance  to  the  last  position.  Tliis  was  retaiued  until 
the  return  to  camp,  which  occurred  about  12  p.  m.  of  the  25th  instant. 

While  in  this  last  position  1  man  was  killed  and  1  wounded  in  the 
regiment.  I  would  also  state,  as  an  instance  of  individual  bravery 
worthy  of  notice,  that  Corporal  Culbertson,  of  Company  B,  with  Privates 
Hand  and  Tamo,  of  Company  K,  at  this  Juncture,  under  a  severe  fire 
of  musketry,  advanced  alone  to  the  enemy's  lines,  occupying  three  of 
his  posts.  Corporal  Culbertson  capturing  and  bringing  in  one  x^risoner. 
Privates  Hand  and  Tarno  remained  some  time  in  the  occupied  posts, 
firing  at  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  H.  HAMLIN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Lieut.  S.  P.  OoELiss, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[46.]  

Report  of  Maj.  Derrick  F.  Hamlinh,  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqks.  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 

March  27,  1865. 

LrEUTENANT :  In  compliance  with  circular  from  brigade  headquar- 
ters dated  March  26,  1865,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

At  8  a.  m.  March  25,  1865,  orders  were  received  to  be  ready  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice  and  have  everything  packed  but  tents.  At  10.30 
a.  m.,  same  date,  orders  were  received  to  strike  tents  and  be  ready 
to  move.  At  11  a.  m.  were  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Nugent,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps.  Having 
reported  as  per  orders  received,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  form  to 
the  rear  and  right  of  the  brigade.  Soon  after  orders  were  received  to 
join  the  left  of  this  regiment  with  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
extending  the  line  of  battle.  This  was  done,  and  the  right  of  the  regi- 
ment was  turned  so  as  to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy  to  turn  our 
tlank  and  join  the  right  with  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Brigade.  When 
in  the  act  of  executing  this  order  the  skirmishers  fell  back  for  want  of 
ammunition,  and  their  places  were  supplied  by  men  from  this  regiment. 
After  having  been  in  position  for  some  time  orders  were  received  from 
General  Miles  to  send  out  three  additional  skirmishers  from  each  com- 
pany. This  was  accordingly  done,  and  for  some  time  this  regiment 
remained  in  this  position.  Later,  orders  were  received  to  open  an 
oblique  fire  to  the  left,  producing  with  that  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  a 
cross-fire  on  the  enemy.  About  8  p.  m.  orders  were  received  from  Gen- 
eral Miles  to  post  a  strong  picket  in  front  of  this  regiment  and  the 
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Fifth  Army  Corps,  joining  that  of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps  on  the  left,  and  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right. 
This  was  carried  out  as  follows :  The  posts  were  at  intervals  of  from  six 
to  eight  paces,  with  from  five  to  seven  men  on  a  post;  also  two  reserve 
forces  of  100  men  each  opposite  the  center  of  the  right  and  left  wings 
of  the  line.  About  half  of  the  regiment  was  thus  posted;  the  remain- 
ing portion  were  at  about  12  p.  m.  ordered  to  follow  tlie  Fourth  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  to  camp,  which  was  reached  at 
about  1  a.  m.  of  March  2G,  1865.  That  portion  of  the  regiment  which 
remained  on  picket  were  relieved  at  about  11  a.  m.  March  26,  18G5. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D,  F.  HAMLINK, 
Major,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  Stephen  P.  Corliss, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fourth  Brigade. 
[46.J 


Report  of  Col.  William  A.   Olmsted,  Fifty-ninth   New    Yorh  Infantry, 
commanding  brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Fiest  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  bv  this  brigade 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1805: 

The  brigade  struck  tents  at  7  a.  m.,  and  stacked  arms  in  the  breast- 
works, liemained  in  this  position  until  3  p.  m.,  when  we  deployed  and 
occupied  the  works  of  the  Third  Division,  on  our  right,  relieving  part 
of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Corps.  At  6  p.  m.  the  brigade  was 
marched  to  the  fiont  and  reported  to  General  Humphreys,  and  on 
reporting  was  ordered  to  return  and  occupy  the  line  of  works  we  had 
vacated.  Remained  in  the  works  until  4  a.  m.  March  26,  1865,  when 
we- moved  to  camp.  There  was  no  loss  in  the  brigade  in  killed, 
wounded,  or  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  A.  OLMSTED, 
Colonel  Fifty-ninth  Few   Yorl-  Veteran  Vols.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
Maj.  J.  M.  NoEVELL, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corns. 
[46.] 


R^ort  of  Col.  James  P.  Mclvor,  One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  Tork 
Infantry,  commanding  brigade,  of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  2d  Aemy  Corps, 

March  28,  1865. 

Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No,  77,  headquarters 
Second  Army  Corps,  March  27,  1865,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  operations  of  this  brigade  on  the  25th  instant: 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Second  Division  Second 
Army  Corps,  tents  were  struck,  and  the  baggage  packed  and  the  com- 
mand held  in  readiness  to  move  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant 
The  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  posted  at  the  breast- works  in  front 
of  their  respective  camps.  At  about  10  a.  m.  the  brigade  picket-line 
was  advanced  a  distance  of  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  having  a  slight  skir- 
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mish  with  the  enemy,  during  which  Lieut.  Col.  William  De  Lacy,  One 
hundred  and  sixty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  division  officer  of  the 
day,  was  severely  wounded. 

The  pickets  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  connecting  with  our  brigade 
on  the  left,  having  failed  to  advance,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  closed  in 
upon  the  left  of  our  line,  capturing  2  and  killing  1  of  the  Eighth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  at  the  same  time  causing  our  whole  line  to  fall 
back.  At  this  juncture  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteers  was  sent  forward  to  occupy  the  rifle-pits  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  run,  in  which  position  they  remained  until  night.  Our  force  on 
the  skirmish  lino  was  doubled  and  again  advanced  about  the  distance 
above  stated,  where  it  remained  until  night,  when  it  fell  back  to  the 
line  now  occupied.  During  the  night  of  the  25th  the  command  was 
extended  along  the  interior  works  so  as  to  cover  the  ground  previously 
occupied  by  the  First  Brigade.  At  about  2  a.  m.  on  the  26th  instant 
the  troops  were  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McIVOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  John  M.  Norvell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[46.] 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smyth,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  bri- 
gade, of  operations  March  25. 

Hdqes.  Thikd  Bkig.,  Second  Div.,  2d  Army  Corps, 

March  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  operations  of  the  25th  instant: 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  divis- 
ion, I  accompanied  the  detachment  of  500  men  belonging  to  this  bri- 
gade ordered  to  attack  the  enemy's  works  on  the  right  of  Hatcher's 
Run.  The  line  was  formed  in  the  wood  between  the  barn  in  front  of 
the  R.  Armstrong  house  and  Hatcher's  Run.  About  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  I  received  orders  from  Major-General  Humphreys  to  assault 
the  enemy's  works.  The  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
Colonel  Moore,  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  advanced  and  car- 
ried the  works  over  Hatcher's  Run  and  Picture  Run,  capturing  seventy 
prisoners.  The  skirmish  line,  under  the  command  of  Captain  McAnally, 
Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  advanced  to  within  sight  of  the 
Boydton  plank  road.  About  C  o'clock  the  remainder  of  my  brigade, 
with  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  reported  to  me 
and  were  placed  in  position  on  my  right  and  left.  I  remained  in  this 
position  until  about  10  p.  m.,  when  I  fell  back  to  the  advanced  picket- 
line,  and  at  11  o'clock,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  Major  General 
Humphreys,  my  command  returned  to  camp. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
Twelfth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  Sixty  ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers (the  regiments  engaged)  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  SMYTH, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  J.  M.  Norvell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

140.1 
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gorrespo:n^dence,  orders,  and  returns  relating  to 
operations  in  maryland,  eastern  north  caro- 
lina, pennsylvania,  virginia  (except  southwest- 
ern), and  west  virginia,  from  january  1,  1861,  to 

JUNE  30,  1865. 

Tjjsrioisr  coI^I^ESPOl^^r)EN■CE;,  etc.- 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  2,  1861. 

Oapt.  William  Maynadiee, 

Ordnance  Bureau  : 
SiE :  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  some  assault  will  be  made  upon 
the  U.  S.  Armory  at  Harper's  Ferry.  My  reasons  I  do  not  feel  at  lib- 
erty to  disclose.  They  may  or  may  not  be  well  founded.  I  deem  it 
•  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no  regularly  organized  defense 
for  the  post.  The  armorers  have  been  formed  into  volunteer  companies, 
and  arms  and  ammunition  furnished  them.  But  they  work  in  the  armory 
during  the  day,  and  of  course  are  not  on  duty  at  night.  They  would 
doubtless  come  to  the  protection  of  the  armory  when  notified  of  the 
necessity.  But  the  armory  might  betaken  and  destroyed;  the  arms 
might  be  abstracted  and  removed  or  destroyed ;  vast  amount  of  damage 
might  be  done  to  the  Government  property  before  the  comi:ianies  could 
be  notified  or  ralUed.  The  watch  force  on  duty  at  night  numbers  ten 
men,  who  are  put  there  more  to  keep  fires  burning  where  necessary  in 
certain  shops  and  as  general  guards  against  fire,  &c.  Of  course  they 
are  but  little  real  protection  against  assault  of  a  numerous  force.  They 
might  all  be  taken  without  difficulty,  though  they  are  armed.  I  deem  it 
my  duty,  tlierefore,  as  a  public  officer  and  as  a  citizen  of  Virginia, 
to  express  the  belief  that  a  company  or  more  of  regular  U.  S.  sol- 
diers should  be  placed  there  very  soon.  Willing  and  determined  to 
discharge  every  duty  devolved  uiion  me  in  my  relation  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  the  superintendent  of  the  armory,  I  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for' consequences  at  present,  unless  the  Government  itself  sees  to  the 
protection  of  its  property  by  placing  reliable,  regularly  drilled  forces  to 
sustain  me.  I  do  not  look  to  personal  consequences  at  all.  I  look  to 
the  duty  of  protecting  the  property  of  the  Federal  Government  now 
under  my  charge.  I  have  taken  every  precaution  which  could  be  taken 
with  the  means  at  my  command.  I  shall  cheerfully  abide  by  any  order 
or  decision  made  by  the  Department. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  M.  BARBOUR, 
Superintendent  U.  S.  Armory,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  3,  1861. 
Maj.  L.  P.  Graham, 

Second  Dragoons,  Supt.  Mounted  Eecruiting  Service. 

Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.  : 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  send  sixty  men,  com- 
posed of  the  permanent  party,  and  some  picked  men  ot  the  best  drilled 
recruits,  with  the  complement  of  non-commissioned  officers  for  a  com- 
pany to  Harper's  Ferry  Armory  without  delay,  under  charge  of  First 

*  For  Confederate  Correspondence,  &o.,  covering  the  aame  theaters  of  operations 
and  the  same  period  of  time,  eee  Part  II. 
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Lieut.  Eoger  Jones,  Mounted  Eifles.  The  company  will  be  reported  to 
Bvt.  Maj.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  Second  Artillery,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  who 
will  receive  orders  concerning  it.  The  company  will  take  no  arms  or 
accouterments,  but  as  it  may  remain  at  the  armory  some  time,  the  men 
should  go  provided  with  the  necessary  clothing.  Of  course  horses  will 
not  be  required. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  OOOPEE, 
[2.]  Adjutant- General. 


Adjutant-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  January  3, 1861. 
Bvt.  Maj.  H.  J.  Hunt, 

Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Washington,  J),  G. : 
Sir  :  A  picked  company  of  eight  non-commissioned  officers  and  sixty 
privates,  under  First  Lieut.  Eoger  Jones,  Mounted  Eifles,  has  been 
ordered  without  delay  to  Harper's  Ferry  Armory,  Va.,  to  report  to  you 
there.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Harper's  Ferry 
and  assume  the  military  command  of  the  armory ;  that,  without  making 
a  display  of  your  force,  you  so  dispose  it  as  to  prevent  the  success  of 
an  attack  upon  the  U.  S.  property  there,  should  one  be  attempted. 
The  company  will  go  without  arms  or  accouterments,  but  you  will 
equip  it  from  the  stores  in  the  armory.  In  your  selection  of  the  kind 
of  arms  for  your  command  you  will  be  guided  by  circumstances,  which 
will  appear  to  you  readily — such  as  the  manner  in  which  the  men  have 
been  drilled  and  the  kind  of  arms  disposable.  If  you  do  not  find  the 
proper  ammunition  there,  make  a  requisition  for  it  through  this  office, 
and  it  will  be  sent  from  the  arsenal  in  this  city. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  OOOPEE, 
[2.]  Adjutant- General. 


Harper's  Ferey,  January  5,  1861. 
Captain  Maynadier, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington: 
Major  Hunt,  U.  S.  Army,  is  here;  reports  that  sixty-eight  troops 
from  Carlisle  Barracks  will  arrive  here  to-night.    No  official  order  here 
to  that  effect.    I  cannot  admit  them  without  such  order.    Please  answer 
by  telegraph,  or  I  shall  hold  the  armory. 

A.  M.  BALL, 
[2.]  Master  Armorer. 

Washington,  January  5, 1861. 

Superintendent  of  Armory, 

Harper'' s  Ecrry : 
Sir:  The  telegram  of  Master  Armorer  Ball  to  Captain  Maynadier 
has  been  received.  You  will  afford  Major  Hunt  all  the  accommodation 
in  your  power  for  his  military  force,  and  such  aid,  facilities,  and  oppor- 
tunities that  he  may  require  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
him  at  the  armory,  of  which  he  will  advise  you. 

H.  K.  CEAIG, 
[2.]  Colonel  of  Ordnance, 
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Secketary's  Office, 
Providence,  January  12, 186J 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  The  Governor  of  this  State  has  to-day  been  informed  by  Col- 
onel Tew,  commanding  a  company  of  artillery  at  Newport,  in  this 
State,  that  Capt.  George  W.  GuUum,  of  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  requested 
the  mayor  of  that  city  on  the  10th  instant  to  detail  six  armed  men 
from  his  command  to  protect  Fort  Adams  from  a  threatened  plunder 
of  ammunition,  and  that  the  same  authority  infers  from  a  conversation 
between  the  mayor  and  Captain  Cullum  that  the  Department  will  need 
a  company  to  protect  this  fortification.  Governor  Sprague  desires  me 
to  say  that  he  would  not  correctly  represent  the  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  did  he  hesitate  to  assure  the  Department  that  they  are 
anxious  to  do  their  utmost  to  assist  the  Government  in  its  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  that  this  government  will  receive  with  much  satisfaction 
the  wishes  of  the  War  Department  in  view  of  any  assistance  Ehode 
Island  can  give  in  this  matter.  Orders  will  be  given  to  Colonel  Tew 
to  supply  the  men  wanted,  and  to  place  his  command  at  the  disposal 
of  the  mayor  of  Newport  for  the  defense  of  the  U.  S.  property  and  for 
the  occupancy  of  Fort  Adams  when  desired  so  to  do  by  any  competent 
TI.  S.  authority. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  E.  BARTLETT, 

[2,]  Secretary  of  State. 


Washington,  January  14,  1861, 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army : 

In  my  letter  of  instructions  from  your  office,  dated  January  3,  it  is 
stated  that — 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  assume  the 
military  command  of  the  armory;  that,  without  making  a  display  of  your  force,  you 
so  dispose  it  as  to  prevent  the  success  of  an  attack  upon  the  U.  S.  property  there, 
should  one  he  attempted. 

The  regular  force  at  my  disposal  is  one  oflScer  and  sixty  men.  Two 
companies,  composed  of  workmen  in  the  armory,  numbering  some  120 
men, could  probably  be  relied  upon  to  assist  in  repelling  any  attack  not 
authorized  or  countenanced  by  the  State.  If  such  attack  should  be 
authorized,  many  of  the  men  would  possibly  join  in  it,  and  from  the 
peculiarity  of  their  position  might  surprise  us  in  spite  of  any  vigilance. 
Shall  I  resist  such  an  attack?  The  armory  is,  in  its  present  couditioii, 
from  the  nature  and  position  of  the  buildings,  almost  entirely  indefen- 
sible by  a  small  force.  The  present  garrison,  if  attacked  by  superior 
numbers,  could  only  hope  to  defend  itself,  and  that  for  a  limited  time. 
To  do  this,  it  would  be  necessary,  besides  other  preparations,  to  take 
possession,  when  attacked,  of  one  or  more  private  buildings  near  and 
commanding  the  arsenal.  It  could  not  protect  the  public  property 
against  a  well-organized  or  persistent  effort  to  capture  it. 

From  the  nature  of  my  instructions  I  have  not  considered  it  proper 
to  make  any  of  the  usual  military  preparations  for  defense,  except  to 
keep  my  command  on  the  alert.  Any  measures  to  be  at  all  effectual 
would  be  of  such  character  as  to  excite  the  already  feverish  feeling  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  perhaps  induce  an  attempt  on  the  armory.  I 
have  therefore  abstained  from  all  such  labors  or  acts  as  wmiiH  auTiTo.  fn 
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increase  the  present  excitement.  As  the  two  duties  prescribed— to 
make  no  display,  yet  to  take  measures  to  prevent  the  success  of  an 
attack — would  seem  to  be  incompatible  with  each  otlier,  I  respectfully 
request  more  definite  instructions.  I  do  not  feel  authorized  without 
such  to  put  the  place  in  a  defensive  attitude;  and  unless  this  is  done, 
auy  defense,  however  destructive  to  either  party,  must  be  feeble. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  8.  Army,  Captain,  Second  Artillery, 

[ludorsemeTit.] 

War  Department,  January  16, 1861. 
':  Major  Hunt  will  conform  strictly  to  the  instructions  originally  given 
him.  His  present  command  would  not  be  available  for  purposes  of 
defense  against  any  powerful  organized  force.  It  is  desirable  to  avoid 
all  needless  irritation  of  the  public  mind,  and  in  any  effort  to  strengthen 
himself  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  property  from  any  irreg- 
ular, unorganized  assault  he  will  proceed  quietly,  so  as  to  avoid  all 
military  display, 

J.  HOLT, 
Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 
[2.J  

War  Department, 
Washington,  January  16,  1861, 
Hon.  John  E.  Bartlett, 

Secretary  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  Providence: 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  12th  instant,  stating  that  the  Governor  of  Khode  Island, 
upon  the  application  of  Capt.  George  W.  Cullum,  Engineers,  has  directed 
"a  detail  of  six  armed  men  to  protect  Fort  Adams  from  a  threatened 
plunder  of  ammunition,"  and  also  that  orders  will  be  given  "to  place 
a  company  of  artillery  at  the  disposal  of  the  mayor  of  Newport  for 
the  defense  of  the  U.  S.  property  and  the  occupancy  of  Fort  Adams, 
whenever  desired  to  do  so  by  any  competent  U.  S.  authority."  For 
this  prompt  and  loyal  conduct  and  for  his  patriotic  offer,  which  I 
trust  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  accept,  I  beg  that  you  will  return  to 
the  Governor  the  thanks  of  this  Department  and  of  the  President. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
[2.]  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


New  York  Hotel, 
New  York  City,  January  18,  1861. 
Col.  Francis  H.  Smith, 

Superintendent  Virginia  Military  Institute: 
Dear  Sir:  In  looking  over  the  files  of  the  National  Intelligencer 
this  morning,  I  met  with  your  advertisement  for  a  commandant  of 
cadets  and  instructor  of  tactics  at  the  institute.  If  not  already  filled, 
I  will  be  under  obligations  if  you  will  inform  me  what  salary  and  allow- 
ances pertain  to  the  situation,  as  from  present  api)earances  I  feel  it  will 
soon  be  necessary  for  me  to  be  looking  up  some  means  of  support. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  H.  THOMAS, 

^9,  ^  Hfninr     TT.   .S     A  rmu. 
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Memoranda. 

Janttaet  24,  1861. 

I  must  beg  the  Secretary  of  War  to  call  to  Washington  at  once  the 
light  battery  of  artillery  from  West  Point,  and  permit  me  to  give  like 
orders  to  the  light  battery  at  Fort  McHenry,  together  with  instructions 
for  the  accommodations  for  both  at  this  place.  Prior,  by  some  days,  to 
the  cast  of  ballots  for  President,  &c.,  in  the  House  of  Eeprescntatives, 
I  must  request  that  the  proposition  of  the  Governor  of  Maryland  to 
detach  companies  of  volunteers  (say  seven)  to  aid  in  tbe  maintenance 
of  law  and  order  in  this  city  be  accepted.  And,  further,  that  by  the 
period  named  above  (the  13th  proximo)  I  may  be  allowed  to  bring  up 
here  from  Fort  Monroe  some  four  or  five  companies  of  that  garrison, 
replacing  them  with  an  equal  number  of  recruits  from  the  harbor  of 
New  Tork. 

KespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

WIKFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — On  reflection,  I  think  the  Third  Regiment  of  Infantry,  now  on 
duty  on  the  southeast  of  Texas,  ought  first  to  be  brought  Ea.st :  First, 
because  it  is  nearest  to  (say)  New  York;  and,  second,  because  it  can 
be  best  spared  from  the  Indian  frontier,  as  there  would  still  remain 
thirty-odd  companies  in  Texas,  even  if  the  regiment  of  volunteeis 
should  not  be  authorized. 

12.] 


Headquarters, 
Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  January  28,  18(jl. 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir:  The  two  batteries  of  my  command  are  equipped  and  ready  for 
service.  Fort  McHenry  is  still  indefensible.  The  artillery  carriages 
and  &  great  part  of  the  stores  lequired  not  having  been  received,  their 
early  reception  is  very  desirable.  I  respectfully  remark  that,  in  case 
of  further  trouble,  Fort  Carroll,  if  seized,  as  other  Southern  forts  have 
been,  would  give  us  much  trouble.  Some  thirty  or  forty  guns  can  be 
mounted  with  but  little  labor  to  the  Engineers.  There  are  no  quarters 
at  the  fort,  but  some  slianties  there  would  serve  for  temporary  occu- 
pancy. Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  mount  some  half-dozen  guns,  and 
to  garrison  it  temporarily  with  a  small  detachment? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  BROWN, 

[2-]  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Navy  Department, 

January  28,  1861. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  hoiior  to  submit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Department  on  the  18th  instant  by  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Marine  Corps,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Captain 
Taylor  that  accompanied  it,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington, &c. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  TOTTni^.v 
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[IncluBures.] 

Headquarters  Marine  Corps, 

Washington,  January  18, 1861. 
Hon.  Isaac  Totjcey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  I  inclose  to  tbe  Department  a  copy  of  a  report  just  received 
from  Captain  Taylor  of  the  condition  of  Port  Washington,  and  respect- 
fully request  that  such  action  may  be  taken  as  tbe  case  requires.  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  the  Department  that  the  fifteen  days  for  which  the 
marines  were  sent  to  Fort  Washington  will  expire  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  HARRIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

FOBT  Washington,  January  16,  1861. 
Col.  John  Harris, 

Commandant  U.  S.  Marine  Corps: 
Sir  :  I  presume  that  tbe  object  of  tbe  Government  garrisoning  this 
post  at  this  time  is  to  hold  and  retain  possession  of  it  in  the  case  of  its 
being  attacked.  I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty,  in  consequence  of  its  de- 
fenseless and  pregnable  position,  to  request  a  re-enforcement.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  Lieutenant  Lee,  of  the  Engineers,  who  is  now  here  profes- 
sionally, that  150  tolerably  organized  men  could  enter  the  place  against 
the  force  now  here.  As  I  do  not  wish  to  be  placed  in  a  position  to 
detract  from  the  high  character  of  my  corps,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  make 
this  report.  Lieutenant  Lee  is  now  preparing  some  of  tbe  embrasures 
to  mount  howitzers  in,  but  when  mounted  I  have  not  men  sufficient  to 
work  them  and  at  the  same  time  protect  other  assailable  portions  of  the 
fort. 

Yery  respectfully, 

A.  S.  TAYLOR, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Fort  Washington. 
[2.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

Troy,  Fehriiary  2,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Washington  City,  I>.  C: 
Colonel  :  We  have  truly  fallen  on  evil  times.  Treason  is  rife  in  the 
Southern  States.  How  much  trouble  and  anxiety  would  have  been  pre- 
vented if  Lieuteuant-Geiieral  Scott's  advice  in  October  last  bad  been 
followed.  The  Union  would  have  been  safe  and  tbe  pillais  of  state 
would  not  now  be  tottering,  nor  the  capital  threatened,  nor  the  life  of 
tlie  general  put  in  jeopardy  "by  assassins  from  South  Carolina  and 
Mississippi."  Under  these  circumstances  I  am  anxious  to  be  with  the 
general,  to  perform  any  services  be  may  think  proper  to  require  of  me. 
I  therefore  request  that  be  will  give  me  an  order  to  repair  to  Washiug- 
ton  to  await  his  orders.  I  will  be  prepared  to  leave  at  any  moment, 
and  I  would  be  glad  of  tbe  order  in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 

[2.] 
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Thirty-sixth  Congress,  Second  Session. 

In  the  House  of  EEPRESENTATiAnes, 

February  11, 1861. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sickles : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  furnish  to  this 
House,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  service,  the  reasons  that 
have  induced  him  to  assemble  so  large  a  number  of  troops  in  this  city, 
and  why  they  are  kept  here,  and  whether  he  has  any  information  of  a 
conspiracy  upon  the  part  of  any  ))ortion  of  the  citizens  of  this  country 
to  seize  upon  the  capital  and  prevent  the  ina,uguration  of  the  Presi- 
dent-elect. 

Attest:  J.  W.  FOENEY,  Clerh. 

[2.]  

Headquaetees  op  the  Aemy, 

Washington,  February  12,  1861. 

The  following  general  instructions  are  issued  for  the  government  of 
the  troops  in  this  city :  The  several  companies  and  detachments  will 
have  their  arms  and  accouterments  so  arranged  that  by  day  or  night 
each  man  can  at  once  seize  his  own.  The  harness,  guns,  &c.,  will  be  so 
arranged  as  to  be  ready  for  prompt  service.  In  case  of  alarm,  every 
man  will  instantly  proceed  to  his  proper  place;  the  artillery  to  their 
stables ;  those  acting  as  infantry  to  their  parade  grounds.  A  corporal 
and  four  privates  of  dragoons  will  immediately  repair  to  the  quarters 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  to  bear  orders.  On  the  instant  of  alarm, 
whether  by  day  or  night,  a  mounted  messenger  from  GrifiQn's  battery 
will  proceed  at  full  speed  to  the  arsenal  to  notify  Barry's  battery. 
Brooks'  company  will  be  the  guard  of  Magruder's  battery;  Allen's 
company  the  guard  of  Grif&n's  battery;  Haskin's  company  the  guard 
of  Barry's  battery.  Should  the  troops  be  suddenly  called  out,  Magru- 
der's battery  will  at  once  occupy  the  square  containing  the  President's 
Mansion  and  four  of  the  Executive  Departments,  a  gun  near  each 
angle;  Elzey's  company  to  occupy  the  Treasury  building.  Griffin's 
battery  will  in  a  similar  manner  guard  the  General  Post  Office  and 
Patent  Office.  Barry's  battery  will,  by  the  shortest  route,  proceed  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  Oapitol,  and  there  await  further  orders.  Haskin's 
company  will  join  this  battery.  The  dragoons  will  be  held  in  readiness 
to  mount  at  their  stables.  The  sappers  and  miners  will  march  to  the 
front  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  there  await  orders.  In  case  of  alarm, 
outrage,  or  mob  violence,  at  or  near  any  of  the  public  buildings  or  in 
the  streets  or  squares  of  this  city,  Colonel  Harris,  (Jhief  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  will  please  put  in  rapid  march  to  Capitol  Square,  there  to  await 
for  further  orders,  as  many  of  his  marines  as  he  can  spare  from  other 
duties.  Major-General  Weightman,  with  his  foot  volunteers,  has 
charged  himself  with  the  care  of  the  bridges,  including  those  at 
Georgetown.  That  the  troops  may  know  the  officers  of  the  staff  of 
the  General-in-Chief  they  will,  in  addition  to  their  uniform,  wear  a 
blue  scarf  over  the  right  shoulder  to  the  left  hip. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

L.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

This  order  will  be  held  in  strict  confidence  by  all  of  the  officers  who 
may  see  it,  and  to  be  shown  to  none  but  officers. 

L.  THOMAS, 
[2. J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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KlOHMOND  OiTT,  Va.,  February  25, 1861. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  The  convention  now  in  session  in  this  city,  representing  the 
people  of  Virginia,  on  the  23d  instant  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with  instructions  to  inquire  and 
report  as  speedily  as  practicable  whether  any  movement  of  arms  or  men  has  been 
made  by  the  General  Government  to  any  fort  or  arsenal  in  or  bordering  upon 
Virginia,  indicating  a  preparation  for  attack  or  coercion. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  on  them, 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  furnish,  in  aid  of  their  investigation, 
such  information  as  may  be  in  possession  of  your  Department,  and 
which  may  not  be  deemed  to  be  incompatible  with  official  propriety 
and  the  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  TREDWAY, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
[2.] 


War  Depaetment, 
Washington,  February  27, 1861. 
Hon.  William  M.  Tredwat, 

Chairman  of  Committee,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. : 
SiE:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday  r25th  instant],  communicat- 
ing a  resolution  of  the  convention  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  directing 
an  inquiry  whether  "  any  movement  of  arms  or  men  has  been  made  by 
the  General  Government  to  any  fort  or  arsenal  in  or  bordering  upon 
Virginia,  indicating  a  preparation  for  attack  or  coercion,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  no  such  movement  has  taken  place  nor  has  any 
such  been  contemplated.  Within  the  period  supposed  to  be  referred 
to  there  has  been  no  increase  of  the  public  arms  in  the  arsenal  in  Vir- 
ginia nor  any  transfer  of  them  from  one  point  to  another  in  the  State, 
except  100  muskets  sent  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Fort  Monroe  to  sup- 
ply a  deficiency.  Some  months  ago  a  company  of  recruits  was  ordered 
from  Carlisle  Barracks  to  Harper's  Ferry  for  the  protection  of  the 
establishment  against  an  apprehended  attack  from  disorderly  persons. 
This  was  done  upon  the  request  of  Major  Barbour,  the  superintendent. 
Some  weeks  since  a  company  of  trooi)S  was  withdrawn  from  Fort  Mon- 
roe with  a  view  of  re  enforcing  a  Southern  fort,  but  not  for  any  purpose 
of  attack  or  coercion.  These  are  the  only  movements  of  troops  which 
have  taken  place  in  Virginia  within  the  last  twelve  months. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOL/T, 
Secretary  of  War. 
[2.] 


Oedees,  )  Headqtjaetees  aetilleey  Battalion, 

No.  61.    i  Washington,  J).  C,  March  2, 1861. 

As  precautionary  measures,  the  guards  of  all  the  stations  will  to- 
morrow evening  at  sunset  be  doubled;  the  horses  of  the  batteries  will 
be  kept  during  the  night  harnessed  and  those  of  the  dragoons  saddled. 
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The  officers  will  not  leave  their  respective  commands,  and  the  enlisted 
soldiers  will  be  in  readiness  to  act  at  a  moment's  warning.  Patrols 
from  the  dragoons  and  the  West  Point  Battery  guards  will  be  sent  out 
every  hour  during  the  night— the  former  to  visit  the  different  stables, 
and  the  latter  to  go  around  Judiciary  Square,  both  examining  the 
streets  in  the  neighborhood,  but  without  entering  them;  one-third  of 
the  West  Point  company,  besides  the  guard,  will  pass  the  night  at  the 
stables.  The  signals  from  Griffin's  battery,  in  case  of  an  alarm  from 
that  quarter,  will  be  fire-balls. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Brown : 

THOS.  C.  STJLLIVAK, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  and  Adjutant. 

[2.]  

Ordebs,  )  Heabquartees  Artillery  Battalion, 

No.  62.    j  Washington  City,  D.  C,  March  3, 1861. 

By  command  of  the  General-iu-Chief,  the  following  disposition  of  the 
troops  of  the  battalion  and  of  the  West  Point  detachment  of  sappers 
and  miners  will  be  made  on  the  4th  instant: 

I.  The  detachment  of  dragoons  and  of  sappers  and  miners  will  join 
in  the  procession.  The  former  will  lead  the  escort  and  the  latter 
immediately  precede  the  flag  which  is  carried  in  front  of  the  President. 

II.  Barry's  battery  will  at  10  o'clock  take  post  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  quarters  of  Haskin's  company  on  B  street.  Griffin's 
battery  will  take  i)Ost  in  line  immediately  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  at 
10  o'clock,  or  as  soon  as  the  street  is  vacated.  Fry's  battery  will  at  the 
same  hour  take  post  in  line  on  G  street,  its  head  resting  on  Fifteentli 
street.  Haskin's  company  will  support  IJarry's;  Allen's,  Griffin's;  and 
Brooks',  Pry's  battery;  and  will  be  placed  in  their  immediate  vicinity. 
In  case  of  alarm  these  companies  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  scene  of 
action,  except  Elzey's  comi>any,  which  will  remain  as  a  guard  of  the 
Treasury  building,  and  the  dragoons  will  proceed  without  delay  to  sup- 
port Griffin's,  and  two  volunteer  mounted  companies,  to  be  designated 
by  Major-General  Weightmau,  to  support  Barry's  and  Fry's  batteries. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Brown : 

THOS.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Adjutant. 
[2.1 


Hdqrs.  Receipiting  Service,  Eastern  Department, 

Fort  Columbus,  N.  T,,  March  5,  1861. 
Col.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General,  Washington,  I) .  C: 
Colonel:  The  public  authorities  sent  one  of  their  members  yester- 
day to  inform  the  commanding  officer  of  this  post  that  there  were 
rumors  that  certain  parties  iu  the  city  threatened  to  take  possession  of 
the  public  property  iu  tliis  harbor.  Though  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
attempt  will*  be  made  to  execute  such  a  threat,  we  are  in  times  when 
men  are  governed  by  passion  rather  than  reason.  1  have  thought  it 
advisable  to  send  a  command  to  Fort  Wood,  Bedloe's  Island. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Major  Eighth  Infantry,  Superintendent  Fastern  Department. 
[2.] 
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New  Yokic  Hotel,  March  12, 18G1. 
His  Excellency  Governor  John  Letcher, 

Richmond,  Va.: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  received  yesterday  a  letter  from  Major  Gilham,  of  the 
Virginia  Military  Institute,  dated  the  9th  instant,  in  reference  to 
the  position  of  chief  of  ordnance  of  the  State,  in  which  he  informs  me 
that  you  had  requested  him  "to  ask  me  if  1  would  resign  from  the  serv- 
ice, and  if  so,  whether  that  post  would  be  acceptable  to  me."  As  he 
requested  me  to  make  my  reply  to  you  direct,  I  have  the  honor  to  state, 
after  expressing  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  very  kind  ofl'er,  that 
it  is  not  my  wish  to  leave  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  long  as  it 
is  honorable  for  me  to  remain  in  it;  and  therefore  as  long  as  my  native 
State,  Virginia,  remains  in  the  Union,  it  is  my  purpose  to  remain  in  the 
Army  unless  required  to  perform  duties  alike  repulsive  to  honor  and 
humanity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
[2.]  Major,  U.  S.  Army. 

State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

A7i7iapolu,  March  IS,  1861. 
Lieutenant-General  Scott  : 

Sir  :  I  write  to  know  if  arms  can  be  furnished  for  some  2,000  men  if 
it  should  become  necessary  to  put  down  rebellion  in  this  State.  I  am 
strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  a  spirit  of  insubordination  is  increas- 
ing, and  that  any  unfortunate  movement  on  tlic  part  of  the  Virginia 
convention,  now  in  session,  may  cause  an  outbreak  in  Maryland.  We 
may  need  a  supply  of  arms  and  ball  cartridge  from  the  Government  for 
a  body  of  minute-men  that  I  know  can  be  relied  upon.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  know  from  you  as  early  as  convenient.  It  would  not,  perhaps,  in  the 
event  of  an  outbreak  be  prudent  to  send  any  of  your  force  now  in 
Washington,  and  it  is  important  that  we  have  arms  for  those  we  can 
rely  upon  in  the  State.  Preparation  may  save  bloodshed.  I  hope  there 
may  be  no  necessity,  but  I  wish  to  be  prepared  for  any  emergency. 
With  great  respect, 

THO.  H.  HICKS. 

[Indorsement.! 

When  militia  (or  volunteers)  are  mustered  into  the  pay  and  service 
of  the  United  States  it  is  a  matter  of  course  to  furnish  them  with  arms, 
accouterments,  and  ammunition  by  the  United  States.  That  arms  may 
be  loaned  to  a  State  to  suppress  insurrection  therein  or  for  other 
national  purpose,  though  not  expressly  provided  for  by  law,  seems  not 
unreasonable.  Of  the  50,000  stand  advertised  for  sale  under  the  act  of 
March  3, 1825,  by  Secretary  Floyd,  under  a  doubtful  construction,  about 
30,000  remain  (in  the  Washington  Arsenal)  unsold. 

Kespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

^  "^  WIN  FIELD  SCOTT. 

March  20, 1861. 

.[2.] 


War  Department,  March  20,  1861. 
Governor  Thomas  H.  Hicks  : 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  addressed  to  Lieutenant-General 
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should  occur  to  make  it  necessary  to  make  the  requisition  you  intimate, 
it  will  be  promptly  complied  with. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

[2.] 


HOT7SE  OF  Delegates,  Virginia, 

March  26,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  I  came  in  possession  to-day  of  information  from  a  respectable 
source  which  my  duty  as  a  good  citizen  constrains  me  to  disclose  to  the 
Federal  authorities.  It  is  this:  That  the  transfer  of  cannon  from  Bel- 
lona  Arsenal — Dr.  J.  J.  Archer — to  Fort  Monroe  will  be  resisted  by 
force.  I  am  informed  that  the  arrangements  are  already  made  in  detail. 
My  informant  is  a  gentleman  of  character,  formerly  an  officer  of  the 
Navy,  and  I  think  an  intimate  friend  of  Doctor  Archer.  The  perpetra- 
tion of  such  an  outrage  by  any  portion  of  the  people  of  Virginia  seems 
almost  beyond  the  reach  of  supposition,  but  as  the  times  are  revolution- 
ary and  madness  rules  the  hour  to  a  great  degree,  and  as  I  derive  my 
information  from  a  credible  source,  I  regard  it  proper  to  communicate 
the  facts  for  the  consideration  of  your  Department.  I  am  the  more 
inclined  to  make  the  communication  from  the  fact,  well  known  to  me 
and  others,  that  the  secessionists  and  disunionists  of  this  State  are 
exceedingly  anxious  for  an  opportunity  for  collision  between  the  people 
of  the  State  and  the  agents  of  the  Federal  Government.  They  are 
absolutely  agog  for  it.  No  matter  what  the  form,  so  collision  can 
take  place  and  force  be  used  or  blood  spilt,  it  is  all  they  require.  Now, 
this  class  may  find  iu  this  little  matter  the  means  of  accomplishing 
their  mistaken  schemes,  for  the  work  of  violence  once  begun  no  one 
can  say,  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  where  it  will 
end.  You  can  regard  this  communication  as  public  or  private  at  your 
option.  I  would  prefer  that  it  be  admonitory  and  private,  tor  the  disclos- 
ure of  my  name  in  connection  with  the  matter  would  subject  me  to 
great  odium  with  a  powerful  class  and  to  relentless  persecution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  SEGAE. 

[IndorBement.] 

A  contract  for  fifty  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  was  made  with  Doctor 
Archer,  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  who  has  a  foundry  twenty  miles  up  the 
river  from  Richmond.  For  Doctor  Archer's  accommodation  thirty  pieces 
were  inspected  and  paid  for  between  November,  1859,  and  November 
1860,  while  they  still  remain  at  Bellona.  Recently  the  other  twenty 
pieces  have  been  inspected  at  the  foundry,  and  Doctor  Archer  has 
drawn  for  $3,000,  which  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  refuses  to  pay  until  the 
guns  are  delivered  at  Richmond  according  to  contract.  Thus  thirty 
pieces  paid  for  before  the  contract  was  completed  remain  at  Bellona 
and  twenty  pieces  not  paid  for  should  not  be  paid  for  till  the  Virginians 
deliver  them. 

E.  D.  K[EYES], 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  JJ,  8.  Army. 
[2.J 
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House  op  Delegates, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  26,  1861. 
Hon.  Semcon  Cameron: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  orders  have  been  issued 
from  your  Department  to  have  certain  ordnance  stores  jirepared  for 
the  General  Government  at  Bellona  Arsenal  removed  to  Fort  Monroe. 
I  happened  a  few  moments  since  to  be  present  at  an  interview  between 
an  influential  and  prominent  member  of  our  Legislature  and  Governor 
Letcher,  in  which  the  former  said  to  the  Governor  he  had  heard  that 
such  orders  had  been  issued,  and  that  he  (the  Governor)  had  stated  he 
would  order  out  the  State  Guard  to  insure  them  an  uninterrupted  pas- 
sage through  the  city  to  Fort  Monroe.  Governor  Letcher  replied  the 
rumor  was  entirely  false;  that  he  had  juade  no  such  declaration.  The 
other  said  if  it  was  so  he  was  authorized  to  say  that  in  a  few  moments 
he  would  have  at  his  command  more  than  2,000  volunteer  troops  that 
would  resist  to  the  death  any  attempt  to  send  them  to  that  point.  Now, 
sir,  my  object  in  addressing  you  this  communication  is  this:  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  there  is  a  fixed  and  settled  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  extremists  or  secession  party  here  to  precipitate  revolution, 
spill  blood,  even,  in  the  slightest  imaginable  way,  and  they  will  rejoice 
at  any  such  opportunity  as  this.  Let  me  implore  you,  as  you  desire  to 
avoid  this,  the  last  and  most  to  be  dreaded  and  fearful  issue,  to  coun- 
termand such  an  order.  It  is  just  what  this  party  is  praying  for,  and 
to  succeed  in  their  wishes  will  precipitate  Virginia  into  immediate  seces- 
sion, or  what  is  worse,  into  revolution  and  internal  strife.  I  know  what 
I  speak  when  I  repeat  to  you  this  will  be  the  immediate  consequence  of 
the  attempt  to  execute  your  order.  You  may  perhaps  not  remember 
me  personally.  I  am  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates;  was  on  one 
occasion  introduced  to  you  in  the  Senate  Chamber;  know  General  Scott 
personally.  And  although  I  would  prefer  you  would  regard  this  com- 
munication as  confidential,  yet  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  it  as  you  please. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  McCUE, 

[2.]  

Special  Orders,  |  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  55|.  )  Washington,  D.  C,  April  3, 1861. 

Bvt.  Lieut.   Col.  John   B.   Magruder,  captain.  First  Artillery,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops  temporarily  on  duty  in  this  city. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.]  

Orders,  )  Headquarters  Artillery  Battalion, 

No.  107.  \  Washington  City,  B.  C,  April  4,  1861. 

I.  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief,  Bvt.  Lieut. 
Col.  John  B.  Magruder  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  troops  on  duty 
in  Washington  City. 

Bv  order  of  Colonel  Magruder : 

THOS.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Adjutant. 
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Special  Oedees,  )  Headquaetees  of  the  Aemt, 

Eo.  58.  (  Wanhimjton,  D.  C,  April  6,  1861. 

Bvt.  Col.  Charles  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  all  the  troops  stationed  in  this  city  and  at  Fort  Washington,  Md. 
By  command  of  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.]  

l^ATY   DePAETMENT, 

April  7,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameeon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Deae  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  recently 
addressed  by  Commodore  Hiram  Paulding  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  setting  forth  the  peculiar  position  of  our  national  capital,  and 
proposing  a  plan  for  its  protection.  Commodore  Paulding  is  aware  of 
the  liberty  that  I  have  taken  in  addressing  you.  At  a  period  so  critical 
as  the  present  it  may  not  be  deemed  ill-timed  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  contents  of  this  letter.  Ours  is  an  age  of  revolution  and  the  times 
seem  to  demand  energy  and  promptness.  The  cloud  of  war  has  already 
exceeded  in  dimensions  the  size  of  a  man's  hand,  and  it  may  soon  be 
surcharged  with  alarm  and  death.  It  becomes,  therefore,  iu  my  humble 
opinion,  the  custodians  of  our  national  welfare  to  guard  all  the  avenues 
of  safety,  and  carefully  to  cousider  the  hints  and  advice  of  tlie  patriotic 
and  distinguished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  nerfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOBAllT  BEEEIAN, 

Chief  Cleric. 

[Iiiclosure.] 

Washington  City,  March  SI,  1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 
SiE :  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  an  alarmist,  but  simply  to  con- 
vey a  theory  as  it  is  presented  to  my  mind.  The  cotton  States  have 
decreed  an  army,  and  an  iiidefluite  force  is  assembling  about  Pensacola, 
not  to  attack  Fort  Pickens,  but  for  ulterior  objects  of  greater  impor- 
tance. When  a  body  of  men  are  inured  to  the  life  of  a  camp,  trained 
to  arms,  and  instructed  in  the  varied  evolutions  of  the  field  by  able 
officers,  a  few  thousands  make  a  formidable  army,  and  may  be  used  for 
mischievous  purposes  and  with  great  effect  if  not  opposed  by  men  equal 
to  themselves  in  discipline.  If  iu  conspiracy  against  the  Government, 
with  an  able  leader  at  their  head,  they  can  move  secretly  and  with  great 
celerity,  what,  with  this  view,  will  prevent  the  army  of  the  cotton  States 
from  coming  to  Washington  when  they  are  ready?  Officers  who  some 
time  since  resigned  from  the  Navy  are  known  to  be  in  our  cities  at  the 
North.  Is  it  too  much  to  suppose  that  steamers  and  other  vessels  may 
be  employed  secretly  to  assemble  at  a  given  point,  take  on  board  as 
large  a  force  as  may  be  convenient,  and,  before  the  movement  is  known 
here,  land  at  no  considerable  distance  from  Washington,  coming  by  the 
Potomac  or  the  Cbesapeake  !  TLe  lailroads  afford  their  facilities.  Men 
uot  loyal  to  the  Union  would  swell  the  ranks  of  the  invaders  here  and 
there.  The  loyal  might  be  intimidated  or  paralyzed,  and  plenty  of  men 
might  be  found  to  break  up  the  railroads  and  obstruct  the  advance  of 
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the  friends  of  the  Union.  The  capital  would  be  iu  [their]  possessiou,  the 
archives  of  the  Government  lost,  and  the  ulterior  consequences  remain 
to  be  told  in  the  future  history  of  a  distracted  country.  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  an  intrusion  dictated  by  devotion  to  our  common  country. 
The  course  which  I  have  narrated  is  that  which  I  would  pursue  if 
placed  in  circumstances  so  far  to  abuse  the  blessings  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  PAULDING, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 
[2.] 


General,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Troops  in  Washington,  D.  C, 

No.  1.  \  April  7, 1861. 

Pursuant  to  Special  Orders,  No.  [58],  from  tlie  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  dated  on  the  Gth  instant,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  com- 
mand of  the  troops  stationed  in  this  city  and  at  Fort  Washington,  Md. 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Tenth  Infantry  and  Brevet-Colonel. 
[2.] 


War  Department, 
WasUngton,  D.  C,  April  'J,  1861. 
Lieutenant-General  Scott  : 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  direct 
you  to  take  all  necessary  precautions  for  protecting  this  capital  against 
a  surprise  or  any  assault  whatever,  and  that  for  this  object,  among 
other  means,  you  proceed  forthwith  to  mature  a  plan  under  the  twenty- 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia," approved  March  3, 1803,  and  that  you  advise  the  President  when- 
ever in  your  Judgment  the  occasion  shall  have  arisen  for  the  President's 
action  under  said  section. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMEKON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[2.]  

War  Department, 
Washinr/ton,  April  9,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  C.  Weightman, 

Commandhuj  Militia  of  the  District  of  CohimUa,  Washington: 
Sir:  Under  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  tlie  act  approved  March  3, 
1803,  the  President  desires  that  you  call  out,  to  be  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  ten  companies  of  militia,  constituted  pref- 
erably of  the  uniformed  volunteer  companies.  Major  McDowell,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  will  muster  the  troops  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  soon  as  presented. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       '  SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

■  [2.] 


c*-*      — ^ 
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General  Oedees,  )    Wae  Dept.,  Ad.jt.  General's  Office, 

No.  9.  )  Washington,  April  .9,  18(!1. 

I.  A  military  department,  to  be  taken  from  the  Department  of  tbe 
East  and  called  the  Department  of  Washington,  is  hereby  constituted, 
to  consist  of  the  State  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of  Columbia,' 
according  to  its  original  boundary. 

Bvt.  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  Tenth  Infantry,  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  this  department,  according  to  his  brevet  rank.  Headquarters  at 
Washington  City. 

♦  *#»*»* 

By  order : 

L.  THOMAS, 

[2.]  Adjutant- General. 

General  Ordees,  )    Hdqes.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  1.  \  Washington,  D.  C,  April  10,  1861. 

I.  Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  9,  War  Department,  dated  on  the 
9tL  instant,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Washington. 

TI.  Until  the  arrival  of  Oapt.  T.  Talbot,  assistant  adjutant- general,  at 
these  headquarters,  First  Lieut.  L.  A.  Williams,  Tenth  Infantry,  will 
be  recognized  as  the  assistant  adiutant-general  of  the  department. 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tenth  Infantry  and  Brevet  Colonel. 
[2.]  

Washington,  April  11, 1861. 
Col.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  progress 
in  mustering  the  ten  companies  of  militia  into  the  service  under  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  April  9,  1861 :  First.  The  first  com- 
pany which  was  presented  was  Capt.  John  E.  Smead's  (first  lieutenant, 
Second  liegiment,  U.  S.  Artillery,  on  coast  survey  duty  in  this  city,  and 
having  the  President's  commission  as  captain  of  militia).  Only  twenty- 
four  privates  having  ottered  themselves,  I  declined  to  accept  the  com- 
pany, requiring  a  minimum  of  forty-two.  A  large  number  of  the  men 
of  this  company  resigned  at  the  last  moment  rather  than  come  into 
service,  on  account,  I  was  told,  of  the  uncertainty  they  felt  of  the  posi- 
tion they  would  occupy  after  being  mustered  in,  and  a  large  number,  I 
was  also  told,  were  absent,  not  having  in  the  short  time  given  been 
notified.  I  dismissed  the  company  till  to-day,  the  captain  thinking  he 
could  obtain  enough  more  to  equal  the  minimum  of  forty-two  privates 
(the  lowest  minimum  in  a  company  known  to  our  laws).  Second.  The 
second  company  was  Capt.  E.  C.  Carrington's,  which  1  accepted.  It 
consisted  of  1  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  1  second  lieutenant,  1  third 
lieutenant,  4  sergeants,  3  corporals,  2  musicians,  83  privates.  On  admin- 
istering the  oath  (by  a  civil  magistrate)  several  of  this  company  declined 
being  sworn,  and  fell  out  of  the  ranks.  They  had  the  impression,  I  was 
told,  that  the  oath  being  that  taken  by  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of 
the  Army  would  make  regular  soldiers  of  them.  I  disabused  their 
minds  on  this  point,  telling  them  they  were  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict, taken  into  the  U.  S.  service  for  the  iirotection  of  the  District,  and 
would  not  be  ordered  off.    The  squad  tlien  who  had  not  taken  the  oath 
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took  it  by  tbemselves.  Third.  Captain  Balbach's  eoin|.aiiy  falling  below 
the  ininiimim,  aud  the  captain  assuring  me  he  could  readily  have  them 
by  to  morrow,  when  he  would  have  tune  to  notify  all  of  its  members,  I 
dismissed  the  company  till  the  next  morning.  Fourth.  Captain  Tow- 
ers' company  offered  itself  with  5  sergeants,  4  corporals,  and  50  pri- 
vates. It  was  inspected,  and  would  have  been  accepted,  but  when  the 
oath  came  to  be  administered  one  sergeant,  one  coi'poral,  and  fourteen 
])vivates  declined  to  take  it.  One  private  reconsidered  his  course  aud 
was  sworn  in.  The  company  now  was  under  the  minimum  of  forty  two 
privates,  but  as  it  only  required  five,  and  the  ofiBicers  assured  me  that 
number  could  easily  be  obtained  in  the  morning,  I  deferred  final  action  in 
the  case  till  that  time.  The  squad  of  non-jurors  were  marched  ofi  by 
themselves  to  deposit  their  arms  in  the  armory.  Fifth.  Captain  McKeii- 
ney's  company  oftered  itself  with  1  captain,  3  lieutenants,  4  sergeants, 
3  corporals,  2  musicians,  and  44  privates.  One  sergeant  and  fifteen  pri- 
vates refusing  to  take  the  oath,  and  the  company  being  below  the  mini- 
mum, and  being  assured  a  sufficient  number  could  be  produced,  I 
deferred  final  action  in  the  case  till  the  next  day.  I  requested  that  the 
non-jurors  might  not  be  put  back  into  the  ranks,  but  marched  away  sep- 
arately. Sixth.  Captain  Goddard's  company  was  the  next  and  last. 
In  this  case  1  commenced  by  ap])lying  the  text  of  the  oath  and  found, 
as  in  the  other  companies — but  fewer  than  the  last  two  I  had  seen — some 
who  declined  to  take  it.  I  then  directed  all  who  so  declined  to  take 
their  places  on  the  left  of  the  company.  Several  said  they  could  not 
on  account  of  their  business,  which  was  the  sup|)ort  of  their  families, 
be  mustered  into  service,  but  were  entirely  willing  to  take  the  oath,  and 
did  not  want  to  be  in  the  company  of  those  who  refused.  I  explained 
the  object  of  their  being  mustered  into  service,  the  intention  of  the 
General-m-<  )hief,  who  had  fully  appreciated  this  question,  of  keeping  not 
more  than  one-third  of  the  company  embodied  during  the  day,  requiring 
it  only  to  be  together  from  0  o'clock  at  night  till  morning.  I  then  had 
those  whose  business  would  not  permit  them  (under  the  above  explana- 
tion) to  serve,  to  take  their  places  on  the  right,  and  those  who  refused 
the  (Jath  to  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
obey  the.  orders  of  the  President,  &c.,  to  stand  on  the  left.  This  left  i  hose 
in  the  company  too  few  in  number  to  be  accepted,  and  I  dismissed  it  till 
it  should  be  able  to  complete  its  organization.  I  was  assured  that  the 
men  of  the  companies  had  had  every  appeal  made  to  them  by  the  crowd 
with  which  they  were  surrounded  not  to  take  the  oath.  I  endeavored 
to  have  the  inclosure  in  front  of  the  War  Department  kept  clear,  but 
was  not  able.  Tlie  duty  was  much  interfered  with  by  the  crowd,  among 
Avhom  1  was  told  were  a  large  number  Avho  were  inimical  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  reported  the  above  verbally  to  the  General-in-Chief  last 
night,  who  directed  me  to  make  this  written  report.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  to-day  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  defection  of  yesterday — 
whether  it  will  be  spread  among  the  others  or  will  rouse  a  contrary 
spir  it  and  bring  forward  the  loyal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

lEViN  Mcdowell, 

[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant- Generui. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept,  Ad.tt.  General's  Office, 

No.  102.  )  Washington,  April  11,  1861. 

1.  The  ten  companies  of  militia  called  out  and  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  in  obedience  to  orders  from  tlie  President, 


324  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [CH.vr.  LSin. 

dated  War  Department,  April  9, 1861,  will  be  placed  uuder  the  com- 
mand of  Bvt.  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  commanding  Department  of  Washington. 

By  order: 

L.  THOMAS, 

[2.]  Adjutant  General. 


Special  Oedbks,  )    Hdqrs.  Teoops  in  Washington,  D.  C, 

No.  119.  ]  April  11,  1861. 

I.  Oapt.  W.  T.  Magruder,  commanding  detachment  mounted  recruits, 
will  post  picket  guards,  consisting  each  of  one  non-commissioned  officer 
and  three  privates,  at  the  following  points,  viz :  Head  of  Long  Bridge, 
foot  Fourteenth  street;  head  of  new  aqueduct  bridge  across  Eock 
Creek;  out  Pennsylvania  avenue  at  the  toll-gate,  situated  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  road  leading  to  the  northern  bridge  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
of  Potomac  and  Baltimore  turnpike,  and  at  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Depot.  The  picket  guard  at  Jiew  aqueduct  bridge  will  also 
guard  as  much  as  possible  the  bridge[sj  above  and  below  them. 

II.  Captain  Carlisle,  commanding  Company  F,  will  detail  from  his 
company  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  and  nine  privates  as  a  guard  for 
the  President's  Mansion,  to  be  posted  nightly  at  9  p.  m.and  relieved  at 
sunrise. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

TITOS.  C.  SULLIVAN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  Adjutant 
[2.J 


Washington,  D.  C,  A2)ril  12,  1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  8.  Army: 
Colonel  :  Yesterday  I  mustered  into  the  service  the  following  com- 
panies of  militia :  Captain  Towers',  aggregate  54 ;  Captain  Kelly'ns,  aggre- 
gate60;  '^     ■   •    -'■^  "  '  ^      .   .    „  „      .. 

Ci 
Capta 

Mustered  in  on  the  10th  Captain  Carringtou's,  9G.  Mu'stered  in  on 
the  12th  (to-day)  detachments  of  Captains  Towers'  and  liutherford's 
companies,  10.  Total,  617.  Of  the  above,  Captain  Towers'  and  Bal- 
back's  companies  were  two  of  those  who  were  offered  on  the  10th,  they 
both  having  completed  their  organization  since  then.  No  objections 
were  made  yesterday  by  any  one  to  taking  the  oath. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

mviN  Mcdowell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  13,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  C.  Weightman, 

Gomdff.  Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Washington: 
Sir:  Under  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3 
1803,  the  President  desires  that  you  call  out,  to  be  mustered  into  the 
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service  of  the  United  States,  five  companies  of  militia  (constituted  pref- 
erably of  uniform  volunteer  coinpauies),  in  addition  to  tbe  ten  companies 
heretofore  called  out  under  orders  from  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
[2.]  Secretary  of  War. 

Special  Okdeks,  )    Hdqes.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  2.  J  Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  14,  1801. 

I.  Until  further  orders  Company  I,  First  Infantry  (Captain  King's), 
will  take  iiost  at  the  Arsenal. 

II.  Bvt.  Maj.  J.  A.  Haskin,  First  Artillery,  will  proceed  with  his 
company  as  soon  as  practicable  to  Fort  Washington. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

L.  A.  WILLIAMS, 

First  Lieutenant,  Tenth  Infantry,  and  Avtg.  Asst.  AAjt.  Gen. 

[2.] 


War  Department, 
Washington,  April  15, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  C.  Weightman, 

Gonidg.  Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Washington: 
Sir  :  Under  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3, 
1803,  the  President  desires  that  you  call  out,  to  be  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  one  company  of  militia  (constituted  prefer- 
ably of  uniform  volunteers),  in  addition  to  the  companies  heretofore 
called  out  under  order  from  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
[2.J  Secretary  of  War. 

General,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  2.  I  Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  15, 1861. 

I.  Capt.  Theodore  Talbot,  Adjutant-General's  Department,  having 
reported  iu  conformity  with  the  assignment  contained  in  General 
Orders,  No.  9,  dated  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  April 
9,  1861,  is  hereby  announced  as  assistant  adjutant- general  of  this 
department. 

II.  First  Lieut.  L.  A.  Williams,  Tenth  Infantry,  will  remain  on 
special  duty  at  these  headquarters. 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tenth  Infantry,  and  lircvet  Colonel,  Comdg. 

[2.]  

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  3.  )  Washington  City,  I).  C,  [April  16,  1861.] 

First  Lieut.  A.  Beckwith,  First  Artillery,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty 
as  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  acting  assistant  commissary  of 
subsistence  at  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
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General  Obdeks,  ^  Hdqrs.  Department  or  Washington, 

No.  4.  )  Washington  City,  I).  C,  April  16,  1861. 

Col.  Obarles  P.  Stone,  inspector-general  of  the  militia  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  companies  of 
volunteers  from  the  District  of  Columbia  iiow  being  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant- (reneral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  yesterday,  informing  me  that  a 
requisition  had  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  thirteen  regiments  of  volunteers,  to 
be  mustered  into  service,  and  adding  that  General  Scott  Joined  you  in 
the  hope  i  hat  I  will  be  in  command  of  t)ie  First  Division  of  these  troops. 
I  am  also  informed  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  that  he  intends 
to  place  all  the  troops  from  this  State  under  my  command.  I  feel  grat- 
ified by  the  expressions  of  confidence  from  yourself,  my  old  friend  and 
commander,  General  Scott,  and  the  Governor. 

1  had  hoped  we  might  be  saved  from  the  distressing  scenes  of  civil 
war,  but  it  appears  we  cannot,  and  must  now  meet  the  difficulties  of 
the  occasion  as  we  best  can.  1  hope  and  believe  that  every  son  of 
Pennsylvania  will  prove  his  loj'alty  to  the  flag  of  the  Union,  and  do  his 
duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability  in  whatever  grade  or  station  he  may  be 
placed. 

With  high  regard  and  esteem,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

K.  PATTEESON. 


Heabquarters  of  the  Army, 

^yashington,  April  16,  1861. 
Colonel  DiMiOK,  U.  S.  Army 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Colonel:  General  Scott  directs  me  to  write  you  by  Lieutenant 
Churchill  to  this  effect:  Be  on  the  alert  and  take  every  precaution 
against  surprise.  Your  fort,  of  the  greatest  importance,  must  not  be 
taken  from  the  United  States.  A  regiment  of  volunteers  will  arrive  in 
a  few  days  to  increase  your  garrison.  Make  every  provision  for  their 
accommodation.  Have  you  tents?  If  not,  require  them  at  once,  with 
poles  and  pins. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Executive  Department,  Md.,  April  17,  1861. 
Hon,  Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.  : 

Sir:  The  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State  at  this  time  requires  that 
arms  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  true  men  and  loyal  to  the  United 
States  Government  alone.    I  have  therefore  to  request  that  vou  nlace 


Chap.  LXIII.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  327 

at  the  disposal  or  subject  to  tlie  order  of  Jolin  K.  Kenly,  esq.,  assistant 
adjutaiit-gfeiieral  of  this  State,  such  iiumber  of  arms  as  may  be  required 
for  aniiiug  four  regiments  of  militia  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Federal  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  HIOKS, 

Governor  of  Maryland, 
[2.1 


WaK   DBl'AliTMBNT, 

Washington  City,  April  17,  1861. 
Maj.  (ien.  C.  W,  Sandpoed, 

N'etv  York  City: 
Send  to  this  place  the  Seventh  Kegiment  by  rail.    See  ((uartermaster, 
No.  ()  State  street,  for  transportation,  and  telegraph  me  the  hour  of 
departure  from  New  York. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Wak  Department, 
Washington,  April  17,  1861. 
J,  Edgar  Thomson, 

Philadelphia : 
Dear  Sir  :  The  Government  will  require  the  use,  to  some  extent,  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  the  Baltimore  and  Oliio  Road,  and  their 
connections,  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war  for 
some  time,  and  it  is  the  wish  ot  this  Department  that  you  shall  take 
charge  of  the  arrangements  necessary  to  the  speedy  and  correct  conduct 
of  the  business.  Will  you  oblige  me  by  seeing  and  arranging  with  the 
presidents  of  the  other  roads  named? 
'   Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMEKON, 
[2.]  Secretary  of  War, 


Coleman's  Eutaw  House, 

Baltimore,  April  17,  1801. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  stopped  here  to  see  Mr.  Garrett  about  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  from  this  [cityj  to  Washington.  He  says  that  he  is  pre- 
pared to  transport  all  that  will  come  to  IJaltimore,  and  as  fast  as  they 
will  arrive.  He  will  be  unable  to  carry  any  from  Parkersbnrg  or 
Wheeling.  Any  sent  from  the  W'est  will  have  to  come  via  Harrisburg. 
We  will  provide  the  necessary  transporUition  lor  them,  if  duly  advised. 
If  you  will  keep  me  daily  advised  at  Philadelphia  of  all  troops  to  be 
moved  from  the  different  points,  arrangements  will  be  made  for  trans- 
porting them  with  dispatch  and  economy.  The  secession  feeling  here 
is  quite  strong,  and  fears  are  entertained  that  the  secession  of  Virginia 
will  carry  Maryland  with  her. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Akmy, 

WasMnffton,  April  IT,  ISGI. 
Maj.  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

GofernnrKi  Island : 
(Oare  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  No.  6  State  street,  New  York.) 
Send  the  recvnits  drafted  for  Fort  Monroe,  under  a  reliable  ofticerj 
by  the  steam-boat  plying  between  New  Vork  and  Kichmond,  with  confi- 
dential orders  to  land  at  Fort  Monroe  and  not  to  permit  the  steamer  to 
take  them  beyond.     For  this  secret  purpose  the  recruits  may  be  armed. 

E.  IX  TOWNSEND, 
[2.]  Aissistant  Adjutant-General. 


State  of  Pennsylvania, 

JTarrisburg,  April  18,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar : 

Dear  Father  :  I  reached  here  lastnight  and  found  400  men,  and  they 
almost  entirely  without  arms.  I  sent  them,  however,  by  the  8  o'clock 
train  of  this  morning,  in  company  with  a  company  of  regulars,  who 
passed  through  from  Minnesota,  the  gentlemen  here  thinking  that  they 
would  be  a  suflicient  escort.  There  will  be  2,000  or  3,000  troops  here 
during  to-day,  but  without  arms  or  ammunition.  Please  instruct  Col- 
onel Craig  to  give  the  bearer  of  this.  Colonel  McCoy,  an  order  on  the 
arsenal  at  Philadelphia  for  5,000  stand  of  arms  and  a  sufdcient  quantity 
of  ammunition.  li'  this  is  done  immediately  we  will  be  able  to  start 
several  thousand  by  Saturday  morning,  or  if  Colonel  Craig  telegraphs 
to  Philadelphia  early  to  morrow  morning  we  can  send  them  by  to-morrow 
night. 

Your  son,  J.  D.  CAMERON. 

[2.] 


War  Department,  April  18,  ISGI. 
Captain  Porter: 

Dear  Sir:  This  will  introduce  to  you  Hon.  Joseph  Casey,  of  Har- 
risburg,  who  will  aid  you  in  any  way  he  can. 
Respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMl'HiON, 

[-•]  /Secretary  of  War. 

New  York  City,  A2)ril  18,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

iSccretary  of  War: 

Colonel  Lefferts'  Seventh  Regiment,  V50  men,  leave  to-morrow  aftc- 
noon  at  C  o'clock.     See  railroiid  arrangements  made. 

.„  ,  JOHN  B.  HASKIN. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  April  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  ' 

Seeretary  of  War,  Washington: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  will  not  intrude  on  your  time,  but  will  briefly  say  that 
I  understand  the  Governor  of  this  State  has  declined  furnishing  her 
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quota  of  men  on  your  requisition,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  militia 
law  in  operation  in  thi.s  State.  Nevertheless  volunteers  are  enrolling 
at  Wilmington,  several  companies,  but  have  no  arms  or  equi|>ments  of 
any  kind,  all  the  arms,  &c.,  belonging  to  tlie  State  being  in  the  hands 
ot  the  Governor's  friends  and  not  in  the  possession  of  Union  men.  To 
issue  more  arms  to  the  State  in  the  regular  way  would  be  of  no  use, 
except  to  strengthen  the  party  which  holds  the  State  arms  now.  Ft  is 
important  that  the  volunteers  who  are  willing  to  enroll  themselves 
should  have  the  assurance  of  being  equipped  and  armed,  or  they  will 
become  discouraged,  and,  however  wilhng  to  serve  their  country,  they 
cannot  do  so  without  the  necessary  accouterments,  &c.  Gould  not  arms, 
&c.,  be  issued  to  three  companies  from  the  Frankford  Arsenal  as  soon 
as  each  reports  its  complement  full  ?  1  will  remark  that  the  gunpowder 
mills  in  this  neighborhood,  of  which  I  am  at  the  head,  are  of  importance 
to  the  Government  in  the.se  times,  from  their  extent  and  immense  facili- 
ties of  production.  They  are  wholly  unprotected,  .and  there  is  not  a 
musket  or  rifle  in  the  jdace;  but  we  have  over  300  good  men,  true  and 
loyal,  and  if  we  could  get  some  200  or  300  stand  of  arms  from  Frank- 
ford  Arsenal  and  accouterments,  if  there,  we  could  take  care  of  ourselves 
for  the  present,  as  far  as  mobs  and  disafiectcd  persons  are  concerned. 
If  the  arms  are  to  be  had  it  would  be  prudent  to  have  them  soon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  DU  PONT. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  12.  I  Wui^kiru/toH,  J).  (J.,  April  10,  ISCh 

Col.  Charles  P.  Stone,  commanding  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers, 
will  immediately  detail  a  company  to  proceed  to  the  landing-place  in 
Washington  of  the  Aquia  Creek  .steamers,  with  orders  for  its  com- 
manding officer  to  report  in  person  for  further  instruction,  to  Maj.  J.  C. 
Peiyberton,  Fourth  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  who  will  be  found  at  that 
place. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Smith: 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[^•]  

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washinctton, 

No.  0.  i  Washington,  1).  C,  April  ;.'0,  1801. 

Bvt.  Maj.  James  Belger,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Army,  having 
reported   ibr  duty  in    accsordance  with   instructions  from    the  War 
Department,  he  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  of  the  quartermaster's 
dei)artment  at  these  head(juarters. 
By  order  of  Colouel  Smith: 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
12.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,)  Hdqrs.  Department  (»f  Washington, 

No.  (5.  )  Washiiu/ton,  1).  C,  April  20,  1861. 

Surg.  C.  H.  Laub,  medical  staff,  having  reported  for  duty  in  conform- 
ity with  Special  Orders,  No.  110,  current  series,  from  War  Dei)artinent, 
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Adjutant-General's  Office,  be  is  hereby  auuounced  as  medical  director 
and  purveyor  for  the  troops  (regulars  and  militia)  serving  in  this  depart- 
ment. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.]  

War  Department, 
Washington,  AjJril  31,  1861. 
Thomas  A.  Scott,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir:  Tliis  Department  needs  at  this  moment  a  man  of  great 
energy  and  decision,  with  ex[)erieuce  as  a  railroad  ofticer,  to  keep  open 
and  work  the  Northern  Central  road  from  Harrisburg  to  Baltimore  for 
the  ])urpose  of  bringing  men  and  munitions  to  this  point.  Yon  are  to 
my  mind  the  proper  man  for  this  occasion  and  this  duty.  Will  you 
report  to  me  to-morrow  morning? 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  (JAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[2.]  

Special  Orders,  )   Hdqes.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  16.  )  Washinoton,  D.  C,  April  21,  18G1. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  General-in-Chief,  the  colonel 
commanding  directs  that  the  commanding  officer  in  charge  of  the  guard 
on  the  four  steamers,  Baltimore,  Mount  Vernon,  Philadelphia,  and 
Powhatan,  will  get  up  steam  on  these  boats  immediately  and  convey 
them  to  the  Washington  Navy- Yard  wit^hout  delay,  and  on  his  arrival 
there  he  will  report  to  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the  navy-yard  for  an 
armament.  These  orders  will  be  carried  out  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner  possible.  The  troops  will  remain  on  board  the  steamers  until 
further  orders. 


By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 
[2.] 


THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Harrisburg,  April  21, 1861. 


General  Patterson, 

Philadelphia : 
We  have  reason  to  believe  the  Delaware  and  Earitan  Canal  and  tlie 
I'hiladelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  between  the  city  of 
I'hiladelphia  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay  may  be  interfered  with  or 
destroyed.  They  are  both  of  great  importance  to  the  (Government, 
and,  as  commander-in-chief  of  Pennsylvania,  I  command  you  to  send 
adequate  forces  there  to  protect  tliem.  Do  it  before  sundown.  We 
can  send  you  1,000  men  from  here.  Answer  immediately  if  men  are 
wanted. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

[2.] 
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Philadelphia,  April  21, 1861. 
Governor  Cubtin: 

It  is  impossible  to  obey  your  order  with  reference  to  tlie  Delaware 
and  Obesai)eake  Canal  and  carry  out  at  the  same  time  the  previous 
orders  of  Geiicral  Scott.  He  has  given  me  speciiic  orders,  and  it  is 
due  to  him  as  well  as  myself  that  1  sbonld  be  iJfermitted  to  carry  them 
out  as  well  as  tlie  means  at  my  command  will  permit.  One  thousand 
men  would  be  very  acceptable  if  they  are  in  condition  to  take  and 
keep  the  field.    If  not  they  would  be  an  incumbrauce. 

R.  PATTEESON. 

[2.] 


Hareisbttro,  April  22,  1861. 
General  Patterson, 

Fhiladclphia : 

The  military  route  via  Northern  Central  Railroad  to  Washington 
has  been  abandoned  by  orders  from  the  War  Department.  We  shall 
thei'efore  withdraw  our  forces  and  send  them  to  Pliiladelphia.  Can 
send  you  three  or  four  regiments  this  evening,  and  by  morning  may 
have  three  I'egiments  back  from  Maryland,  all  of  which  are  ordered  by 
Philadelphia.  Shall  we  send  them  to  you?  Please  advise  promptly. 
In  addition  to  our  own  forces  we  will  send  Major  Slierman  with  his 
battery  and  men  to  Phihidelphia.  They  will  leave  heie  about  12 
o'clock,  noon.  The  ammunition  ordered  for  him  should  bo  kept  in 
Philadelphia  and  be  given  to  him  there  if  you  want  him  for  active 
service. 

[2.]  A.  G.  CUETIK 

Orders,  )        Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
No.  7.     )  Fhiladelphia,  April  22,  1801. 

I.  In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  3,  from  the  Headquarters  of 
the  Army,  Washington,  dated  19th  instant,*  Ma,jor-General  Patterson 
assumes  command  of  the  Military  Department  of  Washington,  which 
"is  extended  so  as  to  include,  in  addition  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  Maryland,  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania." 

II.  Commanders  of  troops  entering  the  department  from  the  east, 
north,  or  west,  will,  on  arrival,  report  for  instructions. 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hale,  quartermaster-general  of  Pennsylvania, 
will  be  luepared  to  furnish  cooked  rations  for  three  days  to  the  troops 
of  any  State  on  their  way  to  Washington. 

IV.  The  troops  ordered  into  service  will  not  cease  to  remember  that 
they  are  marching  over  their  own  land,  owned  and  occupied  by  their 
kinsmen  and  countrymen;  and  while  the  major-general  expects  every 
man  under  his  command  to  do  his  duty  loyally  and  faithfully,  and  is 
confident  he  will  do  so,  he  also  expects  and  requires  that  no  trespass 
will  be  committed.  The  lives  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens  of 
every  shade  of  political  feeling  must  be  held  sacred  and  protected. 
Peaceable  citizens  must  not  be  disturbed  in  their  occupations. 

V.  The  major-general  desires  it  known  to  all  troops  under  his 
authority  that  while  protection  will  be  afforded  to  all  peaceable  citi- 
zens, those  who  are  not  peaceable,  or  who  are  disposed  to  resist  the 
authority  of  our  Government,  must  be  punished.    Commanders  of  corps 

*  See  Vol.  II,  p.  579. 
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will  be  on  the  alert  to  repel  attack,  and  will  shoot  down  without  hesi- 
tation any  maa  or  party  of  nieu  caught  in  the  act  of  arson,  or  in  any 
attempt  to  interrupt  our  line  of  communication. 

VI.  The  troops  en  route  will,  whether  in  cars,  vessels,  or  quarters, 
take  the  utmost  care  of  their  arms  and  ammunition;  arms  always  care- 
fully loaded,  kept  dry  and  lit  for  instant  action.  The  ammunition  must 
be  carefully  husbanded,  and  not  one  roimd  wasted. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

E.  BUTLEE  PEIOE, 
Assistant  Adiutant- General. 

[2.] 


Office  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

Harrishtirg,  Pa.,  April  23,  1861. 
[Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War:] 

My  Dear  General  :  I  received  your  letter  yesterday  evening  on 
arrival  of  Palmer.  I  am  here  as  a  sworn  oflicer  and  special  aide  of  the 
Governor,  in  charge  of  the  movement  of  forces  and  other  general  duties 
at  headquarters.  Having  control  of  railroads  and  telegraphs,  he 
believes  it  improper  to  grant  leave  to  join  you.  I  am  and  can  be  of 
much  service  to  him,  but  am  perfectly  willing  to  go  anywhere  and  do 
anything  that  is  possible  for  a  man  of  my  caliber  to  do  in  aid  of  our 
country.  I  am  quietly  organizing  an  efQcient  roadway  and  motive- 
power  force,  and  if  positively  commanded  to  go  to  Washington  to  con- 
duct transportation  arrangements  I  will  go.  We  are  now  getting 
matters  in  shap;,  and  I  hope  to  obtain  leave  under  positive  order  from 
you.  The  enthusiasm  and  patriotism  of  our  people  exceeds  all  that 
the  most  sanguine  patriot  could  wish.  We  have  now  20,000  on  hand 
and  coming,  and  are  obliged  to  refuse  them  by  regiments.  In  ten  days 
50,000  Pennsylvanians  could  be  under  arms,  if  equipments  could  be 
furnished  by  Government.  Secure  the  road  between  Annapolis  and 
Wa'fehingtou.  I  will  come  and  manage  it  for  you  if  so  directed.  The 
bearer  of  this.  Doctor  Verdi,  of  Baltimore,  wants  position  as  surgeon 
in  the  Army.  Appoint  him.  He  is  a  son  in-law  of  your  friend  Doctor 
Denny,  cashier  Merchants  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittsburg.  He  is 
faithful  and  worthy. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  19.  S  Washington,  D.  C,  April  23,  1801. 

I.  Brevet  Major  Pemberton's  company  (F),  Fourth  Ecgiment  of 
Artillery,  will  relieve  Captain  King's  company  (I),  First  Eegiment 
Infantry,  stationed  at  the  Washington  Arsenal. 

II.  Company  I,  First  Infantry,  on  being  relieved  by  Company  P 
Fourth  Artillery,  will  take  post  at  the  quarters  on  E  street  vacated  bv 
Company  F,  Fourth  Artillery. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant -Oeneral. 
[2-] 
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Headquakters  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  23,  1861, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanding  IT.  8.  Army: 

Geneeal  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  appointed 
by  the  Governor  of  Ohio  as  the  major-general  commanding  all  the  Ohio 
troops  called  into  the  service  of  the  General  Government,  and  to  report 
for  duty  accordingly.  I  wish  to  lay  before  you  as  full  a  statement  as  is 
now  in  my  power  of  the  condition  of  my  command  and  its  necessities. 
There  are  four  full  regiments  at  Cincinnati  ready  to  be  mustered  into 
the  service,  some  3,500  men  encamped  near  the  city,  and  about  600  at 
Cleveland.  Large  numbers  are  now  en  route  hither — more  than  enough 
to  complete  the  requisition.  This  State  will  supply  50,000  if  desired. 
I  have  seen  the  men  at  Cincinnati  and  this  city.  I  have  never  seen  so 
fine  a  body  of  men  collected  together.  The  material  is  superb,  but  has 
no  organization  or  discipline.  Captain  Granger  has  probably  mustered 
the  Cleveland  detachment  into  service  today.  Governor  Dennison  has 
telegraphed  him  to  proceed  at  once  to  Cincinnati  to  muster  iu  four  jegi- 
ments  to-morrow.  Major  Burbank  will  commence  mustering  in  the 
troops  at  this  place  to-morrow.  Of  the  trooi)S  at  Cincinnati  two  regi- 
ments have  been  encamped  four  days ;  a  third  goes  into  camp  to-morrow. 
The  Legislature  will  to  morrow  authorize  the  Governor  to  accept  the 
services  of  eight  regiments  in  addition  to  the  thirteen  already  called  for. 
None  of  these  troops  have  any  camp  equipage  except  100  State  tents 
here  and  about  twenty  in  Cincinnati.  We  will  probably  be  able  to  hut 
them.  I  may  say  that  we  have  neither  arms  nor  ammunition,  for  there 
are  only  some  500  muskets  at  Cincinnati  and  about  1,400  here,  many  of 
the  hitter  being  rifles  (without  bayonets)  and  altered  flint-locks.  We 
have  in  the  State  about  900  rifled  muskets  (new  pattern).  I  propose 
using  these  and  such  of  the  rifles  as  can  be  provided  with  bayonets  in 
arming  rifle  battalions.  The  Governor  received  information  today  that 
10,000  percussion  muskets  had  been  ordered  here  from  Watervliet,  and 
thatthe  accouterments  will  be  sent  from  Pittsburg  as  soon  as  manufac- 
tured ;  also  that  200,000  cartridges  would  be  forwarded.  We  have  nine- 
teen 6-pounder  guns  at  Cincinnati,  a  battery  of  six  guns  (with  fairly 
drilled  cannoneers)  at  Marietta,  and  six  indifferent  guns  here.  I  can- 
not urge  too  strongly  the  absolute  necessity  of  our  receiving  at  once  at 
least  10,000  stand  of  arms  in  addition  to  those  now  ordered  here,  and 
that  as  many  as  possible  of  these  be  of  the  new  pattern  rifled  musket. 
Cannot  the  Saint  Louis  or  Dearborn  Arsenal  supply  us  ?  We  will  need 
the  corresponding  accouterments,  and  should  have  at  least  5,000,000 
cartridges,  as  I  am  anxious  to  perfect  the  men  iu  target  practice.  The 
State  has  thus  far  been  very  unsuccessful  in  the  purchase  of  arms  in 
the  East.  Of  camp  equipage  we  need  a  full  supply  for  20,000  men. 
We  re([uire  knapsacks,  clothing,  some  means  of  transportation,  &c. 

I  find  myself,  general,  in  the  position  of  a  commander  with  nothing  but 
men — neither  arms  nor  supplies.  I  earnestly  request  that  Maj.  Fitz  John 
Porter  may  be  assigned  to  the  position  of  adjutant-general  of  the  Ohio 
troops  under  my  command,  to  report  to  me  at  Cinciuuati  or  Columbus 
as  I  may  happen  to  be;  Capt.  John  H.  Dickerson  as  quartermaster- 
general;  Major  Marcy  as  iiaymaster ;  a  commissary  of  subsistence.  I 
also  think  tliat  it  is  very  necessary  that  1  should  have  at  least  one 
officer  of  engineers,  one  of  topographical  engineers,  and,  if  possible, 
two  of  ordnance.  The  State  is  willing  to  undertake  the  manufacture 
of  some  iron  guns  (field  and  position)  for  the  defense  of  the  Ohio  Eiver 
frontier.    To  carry  out  this  project  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have 


334  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &.  W.  VA.       IChap.  LXIII. 

an  experienced  oflBcer  of  the  Ordnance  Corps,  while  another  will  be 
required  to  superintend  the  issue,  care  and  repairs  of  arms  and  amum- 
uition.  Whenever  the  necessities  of  defense  at  Washington,  &c.,  will 
justify  it,  I  will  be  glad  to  have  McCook's  and  Wilson's  regiments 
(First  and  Second  Ohio,  now  at  Ilarrisburg  or  Lancaster)  ordered  back 
here,  if  you  intend  my  command  to  operate  on  the  Ohio  line.  I  am 
l)articularly  anxious  for  the  former,  on  account  of  the  character  of  its 
colonel.  1  propose,  until  receiving  orders  from  you,  to  establish  my 
command  in  a  camp  of  instruction  at  some  point  near  Cincinnati,  wlicre 
I  can  reduce  them  to  order  as  soon  as  possible.  Until  I  heai  from  you 
I  will  consider  it  niy  duty  to  take  all  possible  measures  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Cincinnati  and  the  line  of  the  Ohio  within  this  State.  I  will 
obtain  all  the  information  possible  in  relation  to  the  ground  opposite 
Cincinnati  on  the  Kentucky  side,  and  without  attracting  attention  take 
all  the  steps  necessary  to  occupy  the  heights  when  the  proper  moment 
arrives.  1  will  be  careful  to  do  nothing  that  can  com])romise  the  Cov- 
ernment  in  any  way  with  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky.  I  will  take 
steps,  by  the  use  of  secret-service  money,  to  obtain  early  information  as 
to  any  hostile  movement  from  the  South.  I  would  be  glad  to  be 
furnisheil  with  a  cipher. 

A  few  heavy  guns  and  howitzers  will  be  essential  at  Cincinnati  in 
case  it  should  become  necessary  to  ()ccui)y  the  heights  on  the  opposite 
side,  or  to  silence  the  lire  of  hostile  batteries.  I  would  for  the  present 
ask  for,  say,  twelve  24-pounders,  six  8-inch  howitzers,  six  12-pouiiders, 
two  8-inch  mortars,  two  10-inch  mortars,  with  the  requisite  implements 
and  ammunition.  We  can  verj'  soon  cast  our  own  shot  and  shell  if  nec- 
essary. We  need  at  least  one  light  battery,  and  I  will  do  what  I  can 
to  organize  one  or  luore  while  awaiting  your  further  orders.  A  force 
of  cavalry  will  also  be  required  for  j)atrol  duty.  I  make  these  sugges- 
tions on  the  supx>osition  that  it  will,  for  the  present  at  least,  be  my 
duty  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the  frontier.  It  would  be  well  that 
I  should  have  some  understanding  with  the  commanding  oflicer  of  the 
Injjiana  troops  by  which  a  movement  on  Louisville  could  be  made 
should  it  become  necessary  in  order  to  relieve  a  pressure  on  Cincinnati. 
If  I  am  correct  in  supposing  that  for  the  present  my  command  is  to  be 
kept  together  and  charged  witli  the  defense  of  Ohio,  or  a  movement  in 
advance  should  political  events  recjnire  it,  I  would  recommend  that  it 
be  formed  into  a  corps  d'armee,  and  provided  with  suitable  batteries 
and  cavalry  force.  A  battalion  of  regulars  would  be  of  great  assist- 
ance in  tiie  event  I  speak  of.  I  would  urge  the  immediate  dispatch  of  the 
staff  ofticers  I  have  asked  for.  You  can  imagine  the  condition  in  which 
I  am  without  a  single  instructed  officer  to  assist  me.  I  telegraphed 
tonight  to  General  Harney  asking  him  to  lend  me  Captain  Dickerson 
for  a  few  days.  I  would  suggest  that  Lieutenant  Poe,  now  at  Detroit, 
would  be  of  great  use  to  me.  I  will  take  steps  to  secure  the  safety  of 
the  Ohio  railways,  and  will  make  such  arrangements  with  their  mana- 
gers as  will  enable  me  to  control  all  their  resources.  I  beg,  general, 
that  you  will  excuse  the  hurried  nature  of  this  report. 
I  am,  very  I'espectfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
Mqjor-General,  Ohio  Volunteers. 

I  omitted  asking  for  a  medical  director  to  organize  the  hospital  and 
ambulance  service. 

[2.] 
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HEA.DQUARTEKS  DEPARTMENT  OF  WASHINGTON, 

Washington  Cifi/,  I).  C,  April  S3,  1861. 
Majoi'  McDoAVELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  I).  C. : 
Sir:  Tlie  department  commander  desires  tliat  yoix  impress  upon  the 
commanders  of  troops  under  your  directioutliat  the  greatest  vigilance 
must  be  exercised.  Should  an  attack  be  made  to-night  in  the  direction 
ot  the  President's  Mansion,  the  Massachusetts  troojjs  will  promptly 
move  to  its  defense,  leaving  tlie  District  of  Columbia  volunteers  and 
Pennsylvania  troops  for  the  defense  of  the  Capitol.  This  is  to  be 
observed  until  fnvther  orders. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

L.  A.  WILLIAMS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqes.  Department  of  WASHmaTON, 

No.  22.  5  Washington,  IK  C,  April  ;U,  1861. 

I.  Company  E,  Second  Artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Carlisle, 
Seciond  Artillery,  will  take  post  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Long  Bridge  at 
quarters  which  will  be  indicated  by  Lieutenant  Beckwitli,  First  Artil- 
lery, acting  assistant  quartermaster. 

II.  Captain  Carlisle  will  station  a  guard  on  the  Long  Bridge  and 
sutler  no  provisions  to  pass  over  to  the  Virginia  side  of  the  rivei-. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.1 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Washington,  JJ.  C,  April  24,  1861. 
General  J.  H.  Lane  and 
Maj.  C.  M.  Clay, 

Washington,  i).  C: 
Gentlemen:  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  that  the  volunteers 
under  command  of  General  .1.  H.  Lane  and  Maj.  C.  M.  Clay  should 
take  post  at  the  U.  S.  navy-yard  for  its  protection.  I  am  therefore 
directed  by  Colonel  Smith,  commanding,  to  request  that  yon  will  report 
with  your  respective  commands  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard 
for  this  service  by  9  o'clock  to-night,  to  remain  on  duty  until  daylight. 
You  will  report  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yard  for  the  same 
service  on  each  succeeding  night  for  the  periods  that  your  res])ective 
commands  may  have  been  enrolled. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[2.]  

Philadelphia,  April  24, 1861. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

The  orders  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott  have  been  anticipated.    Fort 
Mifflin  is  held  by  a  detachment  of  volunteers.    Captain  Gibson  reports 
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his  pi-eseut  force  as  snfficieut  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Delaware,  and  I 
have  detailed  100  men  from  the  home  guard  of  this  city  to  be  placed 
under  his  command. 

K.  PATTERSON. 

[2.J 


Wak  Ukpaijtment, 
Washington,  April  /J~>,  1861. 
S.  M.  Felton,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  is  received,  and  1  hasten 
to  express  to  yon  ray  thanks  for  your  energetic,  patriotic,  and  prompt 
conduct,  in  connection  with  Thomson  and  Sanford,  in  pushing  forward 
men  and  supplies  for  the  defense  of  the  capital.  Let  me  assure  you 
that  this  Department  has  the  highest  appreciation  of  your  meritorious 
conduct,  and  that  the  Government  will  assume  fully  the  pecuniary 
responsibility  which  you  maj'  have  incurred. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

ISecrctari/  of  War. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Department  of  Washington, 

Philadelphia,  April  ;Jtl,  18(!1. 
Eis  Excellency  Andrew  G.  Gurtin, 

Governor  of  I'ennsylvania : 
Sir:  I  leel  it  my  duty  to  ex])ress  to  yon  my  clear  and  decided  opin- 
ion that  tlie  force  at  the  disposal  of  this  department  shall  be  increased 
without  delay.  I  tlierefore  have  to  request  Your  Excellency  to  direct 
that  twenty-four  additional  regiments  of  iniantry  and  one  regiment  of 
cavalry  be  called  for  forthwith  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  OfHcers  will  be  detailed  to  inspect  and  muster  the  men 
into  service  as  soon  as  I  am  informed  of  the  points  of  the  rendezvous 
which  may  be  designated  by  Your  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Avith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

e;  PATTERSON, 

Major  General, 
[2.] 


Executive  Df.i'ar'i'ment, 
Provithnce,  K.  I.,  Ajtril  Sii,  1801. 
lion.  Simon  Gameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washimiton  : 
Sir:  I  have  the  lionor  to  inform  yon  that  by  the  orders  of  (iovernor 
Spriigue,  issued  before  he  left  for  Washington,  a  company  of  78  men, 
rank  and  tile,  with  4  otticers,  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Adams  for  its 
defense,  and  that  they  are  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  of  this 
State.  A  letter  from  Adjutant-General  Mauran  has  been  sent  to  the 
sergeant  in  command  at  the  fort,  informing  him  that  such  a  company 
would  be  sent,  with  a  request  that  he  would  receive  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO,  R,  BARTLETT, 
Secretary  of  State  and  Acting  Governor. 
[2.] 
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Headquaeters  of  the  Army, 

Washingt07i,  April  27,  1801. 
The  undersigned,  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  has  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  following  connuunication : 

COiSIMANDlNG   GENERAL  AhMY   01''   'mE   UXITED   STATES: 

Yon  aro  engaged  iu  rejiresBiTig  an  insiinectioii  iigainst  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  If  at  any  point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  tlio  military  line  which  is  now  nsed 
between  the  city  of  Philiidelphia,  via  Penyville,  Annapolis  City,  and  Aunajjolis 
Jnnction,  yon  find  resistance  which  renders  it  neces.saiy  to  snspend  the  writ  of 
hahoas  corpus  for  the  public  safety,  yon  personally,  or  througli  the  officer  in  com- 
mand at  the  i)oint  where  resistance  occurs,  are  authorized  to  suspend  that  writ. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  warrant,  the  undersigned  devolves 
on  Major-Geueral  Patterson,  commanding  the  Uepartmeut  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  and  Maryland;  P>rigadier-General  Butler,  command- 
ing the  Department  of  Annapolis,  and  Colonel  Mansfield,  commanding 
the  Washington  Department,  a  like  authority,  each  within  the  limits 
of  his  command,  to  execute  in  all  proper  cases  the  instructions  of  the 
President. 

[2.\  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  32.  )  Washington,  ./).  C,  April  27,  1S61. 

I.  The  Seventy-first  Kegiment  of  New  York  Volunteers  will  take 
post  at  3  p.  m.  this  day  at  the  U.  S.  navy-yard  to  act  a.s  a  guard  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  property  at  that  point.  On  his  arrival  there  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Seventy  first  Regiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers will  report  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yard,  from  whom  he 
will  receive  the  necessary  instructions  to  carry  out  the  purpose  above 
indicated. 

II.  The  companies  of  District  of  Columbia  volunteers  now  on  duty  at 
the  nafcVy-yard  will,  on  being  relieved  by  the  Seventy- first  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteers,  immediately  return  to  their  respective  rendezvous. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Smith : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 

[2.]  Asaistanf  Adjutant- General. 

Executive  Department, 

Oolumbns,  Ohio,  April  27,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  I  write  to  call  your  special  attention  to  a  communication 
this  day  addressed  to  General  Scott  by  General  G.  B.  McClelliui,  major- 
general  of  the  Ohio  contingent.*  In  it  a  plan  of  operations  is  marked 
out  which  meets  my  approval  as  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  State,  and, 
so  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  has  the  merit  of  feasibility  if  preparation  is 
made  with  vigor.  I  hope  you  will  give  this  subject  your  early  atten- 
tion, and  that  we  may  soon  have  fall  communication  from  you  in  regard 

to  it. 

Verv  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  &c., 

W.  DENNISON, 
r2  1  Governor  of  Ohio. 

Sec  next,  post. 
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Headquabteks  Ohio  Volunteer  Militia, 

Colvmbus,  Ohio,  April  27,  1801. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Oommunding   U.  S.  Army: 

General :  Oommuiiication  -witli  Wasbington  being  so  difficult,  I  beg 
to  lay  before  you  some  views  relative  to  this  region  of  country,  and  to 
projiose  for  your  consideration  a  plan  of  ojierations  intended  to  relieve 
the  pressure  upon  Washington  and  tending  to  binng  tbe  war  to  a  speedy 
close.  The  region  north  of  the  Ohio  and  between  the  Mississipj)!  and 
the  Alleghanies  forms  one  grand  strategic  fleld,  in  which  all  operations 
must  be  under  the  control  of  one  head,  whether  acting  offensively  or 
on  the  defensive.  I  assume  it  as  the  final  result  that  hostilities  will 
break  out  on  the  line  of  the  Ohio.  For  two  reasons  it  is  necessary  to 
delay  this  result  by  all  political  means  for  a  certain  period  of  time: 
First,  to  enable  the  Northwest  to  nialie  the  requisite  pre])arations,  now 
very  incomplete;  second,  that  a  strong  diversion  may  be  made  in  aid 
of  the  defense  of  Washington  and  the  eastern  line  of  operations. 

First  urging  that  the  General  Government  should  leaxe  no  means 
untried  to  arm  and  equip  the  Western  States,  I  submit  the  following 
views:  Cairo  should  be  occupied  by  a  small  force,  say  two  battalions, 
strongly  intrenched,  and  provided  with  heavy  guns  and  a  gun-boat  to 
control  the  river.  A  force  of  some  eight  battalions,  to  be  in  observa- 
tion at  Sandoval  (the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  and  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railways),  to  observe  Saint  Louis,  sustain  the  garrison  of 
Cairo,  and  if  necessary  re  enforce  CinciTinati.  A  few  companies  sh.ould 
observe  the  Wabash  below  Vincennes.  A  division  of  about  4,000  men 
at  Seymour  to  observe  Louisville,  and  be  ready  to  support  Cincinnati 
or  Cairo.  A  division  of  5,000  men  at  or  near  Cincinnati.  Two  battal- 
ions at  or  near  Chillicothe.  Could  we  be  provided  with  arms,  the 
Northwest  has  ample  resources  to  furnish  80,000  men  for  active  oper- 
ations, after  providing  somewhat  more  than  the  troops  mentioned  above 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontier.  With  the  active  ;xrmy.  of  operations 
it-is  proposed  to  cross  the  Ohio  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Gallipolis  and 
move  up  the  valley  of  the  Great  Kanawha  on  liichmond.  In  combina- 
tion with  this  Cuinberliwid  should  be  seized  and  a  few  thousand  men 
left  at  Ironton  or  Gallipolis  to  cover  the  rear  and  right  flank  of  the 
main  column.  The  i^resence  of  this  detachment  and  a  ])rompt  move- 
ment on  Louisville  or  the  heights  opposite  Cincinnati  would  eft'ectually 
prevent  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Kentucky.  The  movement  on 
Richmond  should  be  conducted  with  the  utmost  promptness,  and  could 
not  fail  to  relieve  Washington  as  well  as  to  secure  the  destruction  of  the 
Southern  Army,  if  aided  by  a  decided  advance  on  the  eastern  line. 

I  know  that  there  would  be  difficulties  in  crossing  the  mountains, 
but  would  go  ])repared  to  meet  them.  Another  plan  would  be,  in  the 
event  of  Kentucky  assuming  a  hostile  position,  to  cross  the  Ohio  at 
Cincinnati  or  Louisville  with  80,000  men,  march  straight  on  Nashville, 
and  thence  act  according  to  <;ir(;uu)stances.  Were  a  battle  gained 
before  reaching  Nashville,  so  that  the  strength  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee were  effectually  broken,  a  movement  on  Montgomery  "aided  by  a 
vigorous  movement  on  the  eastern  line  toward  Charleston  and  Augusta 
should  not  be  delayed.  The  ulterior  movements  of  the  combined  armies 
might  be  on  Tensacola,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans.  It  seems  clear  that 
the  forces  of  the  Northwest  should  not  remain  (juietly  on  the  defensive 
and  that  under  i)resent  circsumstances,  if  the  supply'of  arms  is  such  as 
to  render  it  absolutely  impossible  to  bring  into  the  fleld  the  numbers 
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indicated  above,  tlieu  ott'cusive  movemeuts  would  be  most  effective  on 
the  line  first  iudicated;  but  if  so  liberal  a  supply  can  be  obtained  as  to 
enable  us  to  dispose  of  80,000  troops  for  tbe  active  army,  tlieu  tlie  sec- 
ODd  line  of  operations  would  be  the  most  decisive.  I'o  enable  us  to 
carry  out  cither  of  these  plans  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  should  strain  every  nerve  to  supply  the  West  with 
arms,  ammunition,  and  equipments.  Even  to  maintain  the  defensive 
we  must  be  largely  assisted.  I  beg  to  urge  iii)on  you  that  we  are  very 
badly  supplied  at  present,  and  that  a  vast  population  eager  to  fight  are 
rendered  powerless  by  want  of  arms,  the  nation  being  thus  deprived  of 
their  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  res])ectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commandinfi  Ohio  Volunteers. 

[ludorBement.j 

May  2,  18(51. 

As  at  the  date  of  this  letter  General  McClellan  knew  nothing  of  the 
intended  call  for  two  years'  volunteers,  he  must  have  had  the  idea  of 
composing  his  enormous  columns  of  three-months'  men  for  operating 
against  Nashville  and  Richmond — that  is,  of  men  whose  term  of  service 
Avould  expire  by  the  time  he  had  collected  and  organized  them.  That 
such  was  his  idea  appears  from  a  prior  letter,  in  which,  although  the 
Ohio  quota  is  but  about  10,000  men,  the  general  speaks,  1  think,  of 
having  30,000,  and  wants  arms,  &c.,  for  80,000.  Second.  A  march  upon 
liichmoud  from  the  Ohio  would  probably  insure  the  revolt  of  AVestern 
Virginia,  which  if  left  alone  will  soon  be  live  out  of  seven  for  the  Union. 
Third.  The  general  eschews  water  transportation  by  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissip])i  in  favor  of  long,  tedious,  and  break  down  (of  men,  horses,  and 
wagons)  marches.  Fourth.  His  plan  is  to  subdue  the  seceded  States 
by  piece-meal  instead  of  enveloping  them  all  (nearly)  at  once  by  a  cor- 
don of  posts  on  the  Mississippi  to  its  mouth  from  its  junction  with  the 
Ohio',  and  by  blockading  ships  of  war  on  the  sea  board.  For  the  cordon 
a  number  of  men  equal  to  one  of  the  general's  columns  would  probably 
suffice,  and  the  transportation  of  men  and  all  supplies  by  water  is  about 
a  fifth  of  the  land  cost,  besides  the  immense  saving  in  time.* 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

'■  WIJSTFl'ELD  SCOTT. 


*Headquaetees  Ohio  Volunteer  Militia, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  27,  1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army: 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Capt.  G.  Granger,  Regi- 
ment Mounted  Rifles,  may  be  assigned  to  duty  as  division  inspector 
of  my  division.  The  captain  is  now  engaged  in  mustering  in  troops 
at  Cincinnati,  and  will  be  available  for  duty  in  a  few  days.  I  have  also 
to  request  that  Lieut.  O.  M.  Poe,  Topographical  Engineers,  now  stationed 
at  Detroit,  may  be  assigned  to  duty  on  my  staff.  I  hope  that  my 
request  to  have  MaJ.  Fitz  John  Porter  and  Captain  Dickerson  assigned 
to  duty  with  my  division  may  bo  at  once  complied  with.  You  will 
see  that  in  organizing  a  force  of  30,000  men  it  is  very  necessary  tliat  1 

'  See  Scott  to  McCiellan,  May  3,  p.  369. 
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should  have  such  officers.  I  found  Lieutenant  McCleary,  Sixth  Infan- 
try, on  leave  of  absence,  and  have  taken  liina  tenix>orarily  on  my  staff. 
I  hope  he  may  be  allowed  to  remain  there,  a.s  I  shall  probably  in  a 
few  days  ask  to  have  him  as  one  of  my  aides-de-camp.  I  shall  com- 
mence to-morrow  moving  the  men  into  a  camp  of  instruction  on  the 
Little  Miami  Railroad,  seventeen  miles  from  Cincinnati;  aline  turnpike 
twelve  miles  in  length  also  leads  from  it  to  Cincinnati.  From  this 
position  I  can  move  the  command  rapidly  to  any  i^oint  where  it  may  be 
required.  In  three  days  I  sliall  have  seven  regiments  at  Camp  Denui- 
sou  (the  present  camp)  and  four  regiments  at  Camp  Harrison,  six  miles 
from  Cincinnati.  By  the  end  of  the  week  the  Cleveland  and  (-olumbus 
camps  will  be  abandoned,  and  there  will  be  some  seventeen  regiments  at 
Camp  Bennison.  By  the  end  of  two  weeks  there  will  be  twenty-four 
regiments  in  that  camp,  unless  I  And  it  necessary  in  the  meantime  to 
detach  some  regiments  toward  Marietta.  My  desire  is  to  concentrate 
the  whole  command  in  this  camp,  and  to  thoroughly  organize,  disci- 
I)line,  and  drill.  By  the  end  of  six  weeks  I  hope  they  will  be  in  condition 
to  act  efficiently  in  any  direction  where  they  may  be  required.  I  hope 
that  my  wish  can  be  carried  out,  an<l  that  I  may  not  be  required  to  take 
my  men  under  fire  until  they  are  reduced  to  some  order  and  discipline. 
Should  they  be  required  to  act  together,  I  would  desire  to  organize 
some  batteries  and  cavalry.  Some  squadrons  of  regular  cavalry  and 
regular  batteries  would  be  desirable.  We  are  very  delicient  in  small- 
arms,  guns,  ammunition,  and  equipments.  I  have  been  doing  all  in 
my  iiower  to  overcome  tliese  deficiencies,  and  most  earnestly  urge  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  General-in-Chief  tiie  necessity  of  furnishing 
me  with  these  supplies  at  once.  Give  me  these  and  I  will  provide  the 
men.  Money  and  a  subsistence  officer  should  be  sent  at  once.  We  have 
no  U.  S.  money,  and  I  am  working  with  money  furnished  by  the  State. 
The  State  will  call  thirty  regiments  (in  all)  into  service,  all  of  which 
they  i)lace  under  my  command.  Thirteen  are  now  called  out;  seventy- 
five  can  be  furnished  by  this  State  alone  if  you  can  arm  ns. 

J[n  hopes  that  you  will  find  it  in  your  power  to  comply  at  once  with 
my  request,  I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

21ajor-  General. 

In  a  few  days  I  will  probably  move  my  headquarters  to  Cincinnati 
or  Camp  Dennisou.    There  is  a  good  deal  of  excitement  in  Cincitmati. 


War  Bepar'J'ment, 
Washington  City,  April  37,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Patterson, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington,  Philaaelphia,  Pa.: 
General:  In  order  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  lontes  hence  to 
Philadelphia  via  Annapolis,  and  to  York  via  Baltimore,  you  are  author- 
ized to  accept  the  services  of  and  muster  into  the  IT.  S.  service  well- 
organized,  armed,  and  equipped  volunteer  companies  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. You  will  call  upon  Governor  Curtin  for  sucli  as  yon  desire  liot 
exceeding  1,500  men.  ' 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
^^  Secretary  of  War. 
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Special  Orders,  }  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

^o.  67^.  j:  WasMtigton,  J).  C,  April  27,  1861. 

Bvt.  Ma,j.  Fitz  John  Porter,  assistant  adiutant-general,  will  repair  to 
Philadelphia,  and  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  K,  Patterson,  command- 
ing'  the  Department  of  "Washington. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-Geueral  Scott: 

E.  J).  TOWNSEND, 
AnsiHtnnt  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  8.  \  Washington,  J).  C,  April  28,  1861. 

Under  the  operations  of  General  Orders,  No.  12,  from  the  War 
Department,  the  undersigned  hereby  relinquishes  command  of  this 
department  to  Ool.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  Inspector-General  U.  S.  Army. 

0.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieut.  Col.  Tenth  Infantry,  and  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 


(tENEral  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  11.  i  Washinffton,  B.  C,  April  28, 1861. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  having  been  assigned 
to  this  department  for  duty  by  order  of  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding the  Army,  he  is  hereby  attached  to  these  headquarters  as 
chief  engineer  of  this  department.  First  Lieut.  F.  E.  Prime,  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  will  report  to  Major  Barnard  for  duty. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assintant  Adjutant- Oeneral, 
[2.] 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  J).  C,  April  29,  1861. 
Henry  Du  Pont,  Esq., 

Christiana  Hundred,  Del.  : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  asking  for  arms  to 
arm  the  citizens  to  protect  the  powder  mill  at  your  place,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  there  are  no  arms  now  available  for  that  purpose.  If 
protection  is  required,  I  would  refer  you  to  General  Patterson,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  is  in  command  of  a  military  department  consisting  of  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  and  part  of  Maryland. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 

AdjiUant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Washington, 

No.  12.  ]  Washington,  D.  C,  April  29, 1861. 

Capt.  and  Bvt.  Maj.  Daniel  H.  Eucker,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S. 
Army,  having  reported  for  duty,  he  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  of  the 
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quartermaster's  department  at  these  headquarters.     Second  Lieut.  E. 
E.  Camp,  Ninth  Infantrj^,  and  Second  Lieut.  E.  IJoss,  Seventh  Infantry, 
are  appointed  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  will  report  lor 
orders  to  Captain  and  Brevet  Major  Kuckei'. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Manstield: 

THEO.  TxVLBOT, 
Ansistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.]  

Wati  Department, 

April  39,  18G1. 
Hon.  John  E.  Bartlett, 

Actiny  Governor  of  Rhode  Island : 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  2f)th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  U.  S.  Naval  School 
at  Annapolis  will  be  transferred  to  Fort  Adams  and  be  taken  ])ossession 
of  soon  for  that  purpose. 
Verv  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[2.] 


Hradqttarters  of  the  Army, 

WasMnfffon,  April  ,W,  1861. 

Mai.  <^en.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Ohio   Voinnteerd,  Colmnlms,  Ohio: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  instant  to  Lieutenant-Gencral  Scott,  and  am  directed  by  him  to 
say  in  reply  that  he  is  greatly  pleased  you  are  to  occui)y  the  high  and 
reaiponsible  position  of  commanding  general  of  the  Ohio  Volunteers. 
There  is  danger  from  the  eager,  patriotic  spirit  of  the  North  that  we 
shall  have  more  troops  than  are  required.  To  guard  against  unneces- 
sary loss  of  time  and  means  on  the  part  of  volunteers,  it  is  essential 
that  the  numbers  received  into  service  shall  be  confined  to  the  quotas 
required  from  the  several  States  by  the  M'ar  Department,  and  be  filled 
strictly  under  the  Governors'  directions.  You  will  fully  realize,  with- 
out farther  hint,  the  importance  of  organizing,  equipping,  and  dis- 
ciplining the  troops  as  far  as  possible  jjefore  sending  tliem  forward. 
The  various  military  staff  departments  will  spare  no  pains  in  preparing 
and  forwarding  arms,  ammunition,  camp  equipage,  clothing,  &c.,  for 
the  authorized  quotas;  but  you  will  perceive  how  important  it  is  that 
oil  this  should  be  done  under  such  directions  as  shall  i)revent  waste 
and  misapplication.  Such  directions  have  been  given  in  full.  The 
general  desires  to  keep  the  arms  of  the  best  class  for  troops  who  will 
be  called  into  service  for  longer  terms  than  the  yn-esent  volunteers. 
The  former  will  otherwise  be  inefficiently  provided  when  authorized  to 
be  employed.  The  heavy  guns  and  light  battery  will  be  ordered  to  be 
sent  you  at  Cincinnati.  The  general  very  much  regrets  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  place  at  your  disposal  the  officers  for  whom  you  ask,  except 
Major  Marcy,  paymaster,  already  ordered  to  Cincinnati,  and  i)erliaps 
an  officer  of  Topographical  Engineers  and  of  the  Medical  Department. 
The  very  large  number  of  resignations  just  in  an  emergency,  when 
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extraordinary  services  are  essential  to  tlie  Government,  sufBciently 
explains  the  necessity  for  asking  you  to  do  as  well  as  you  can  with  the 
talent  and  zeal  yon  can  find  in  your  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[2.] 


Geneeal  Orders,  )    Hdqk.s.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  13.  (  Washington,  J).  C,  April  30,  1861. 

First  Lieut.  A.  Beckwith,  First  Artillery,  acting  assistant  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  is  relieved  from  further  duty  in  the  quartermaster's 
depar  tmen  t,  and  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  of  the  subsistence  dejjart- 
ment  at  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Mansfield : 

TIIEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Abstract  from  return   of  the  Department  of  Washington,   Col.  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield, 
v.  S.  Army,  commanding ,  for  April  30,  1861." 


I'oste. 


Garrisons. 


W.'iRhiggton,  D.  C.  i  Dopartmcnt  staff 

Do ;  Cumpanios  D  and  H,  2d 

U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Do ■  Liclit    ComjiaDy   I, 

U.S.  Artillery. 

Do ,  Company    E,    2d    r 

Artillery. 
WashiDgtonArec-     Company  F,  4tli    TJ.  S 
nal,  D.  C.  Artillery. 

Wasliington,  D.  C.    WestPoint  Lattery 

Do ,..[  Company  I,  let  U.S.  In 

;      fantry. 


l9t 

.  s. 


Commanders. 


Present 
'    for  duty. 


O 


Total. 


Capt.  Innis  N.  Palmer. ' 
Lieut.  Absalom  I'.aird- 

C.ipt.  J.  Howard  Car- 
lisle. 

Lieut.  Xathanicl  H. 
McLean. 

Lieut.  Charles  Griftin.j 

Capt.  John  H.  King 


114 
69 
63 
37 
69 


414 


128 

79 

73 

43 

83 
70 


9  

137  

80  C 

79  

47  

86  6 

83  


490  !  621 


*  This  return  accounts  only  for  the  regul.ar  troops  on  duty  in  the  departmeut.  For 
the  return  of  volunteers  see  next,  post.  The  d;ite  of  arrival  of  the  regulars  in  Wash- 
ington is  not  stated  on  the  return,  but  other  official  records  furnish  the  following 
information:  D  and  H,  Second  Cavalry,  April  11;  I,  First  Artillery,  January  29;  E, 
Second  Artillery,  February  7;  F,  Fourth  Artillery,  April  18;  West  Point  Battery, 
February  1 ;  and  I,  First  Infantry,  April  l-l. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  rohinicir  troops  staHoiied  hi  tin:  Department  of  Washington, 
Col.  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield,  U.  ^'.  Jrmy,  commandiii;/,  for  April  SO,  ISGl. 


Capitol 

Do 

Do 

Kavy-Tard 

Inaugnration  Hall 

Treasury 

Tatent  Office 

Assembly  Kooms  * 

Caflpari's  House,  Capitol 

Hill. 
Caj)itol 


Do. 


Atdtilereut  points  witL. 
in  tlie  District. 


Total  . 


6th  MasBachusefts 
Infantry,  a 

7tb  Xcw'York  In- 
faTitry.  h 

8t1i  Ma3.sacliuaett3 
Inl'imtry.^ 

71st  Xew'Yorli  In- 
fantry, d 

5tb  Pennsylvani.a 
Infantry .  d 

5th  Mass.acluisetts 
Infantry,  c 

1st  Kbodelsland  In- 
fantry. / 

12th  Niiw  York  In 
fantry.  e 

25th  Jfcw  York  In- 
fantry, f} 

Pennsylv.ania  Vol- 
unti-ers  (5  com- 
panies), h 

District  of  Colum- 
bia Volunteers. 

do 


Commanders. 


Present  for 
duty. 


Col.  ]']dward  1'.  Jones. 

Col .  Mar.sliall  Leiferts . 
i  Col.  Timothy  Munroe... 

Col.  Abram  S.  Vosburgh 

Col.  ItobertP.  McDowell 
:  Col.  Samuel  C .  Lawrence 

Col.  Ambrose  E.  Tiurn- 

flide,. 

Col.  Daniel  Buttoriield . . 
Col. Michael  K.  Bryan.. 


Col.  Charles  P.  Stone..  - 
do 


47 
39 
42 
25 
38 
48 
53 
39 
34 
15 

21 
107 


546 
772 
465 
677 
607 
717 
1,019 
819 
417 
475 

468 
2.  038 


I 


■A 

633 
833 
517 
702 
671 
787  ' 
1,104 

870  : 

469 

497 

523 
2,242 


633 
837 
696 
806 
752 
787 
1,112 
898 
488 
503 

547 
2,356 


008  9,020  I  9,848  I  10,415 

I  1 


rt  Arrived  April  19. 
h  Arrived  April  25. 
c  Arrived  April  20. 
d  Arrived  April  27 . 


c  Arrived  A]iril  28. 

/First  det;ichment  arrived  April  26  and  second  detachment  April  28. 

g  Arrived  April  29, 

ft  Arrived  April  19  [18]. 


[2.] 


Wak  Department, 

Washington,  May  J,  1861. 
MaJ.  James  W.  Nye, 

Command infi,  and  other  Officem  of  the  Washington  Clay  Guards: 
I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  iiiformiug  me  that  it  is  thought  by  the 
members  of  your  corps,  comp  ised  of  about  300  meu,  all  of  whom  are  iiow 
residents  of  this  District,  now,  that  large  re-enforcements  have  arrived 
here,  [there  is]  no  longer  any  necessity  for  their  organization,  and  there- 
fore suggest  that  if  their  services  be  no  longer  needed  they  be  disbanded 
and  honorably  discharged,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  and  through  you  those 
patriotic  citizens  under  your  command  who,  at  a  time  when  the  capital 
of  the  nation  was  considered  in  danger  of  invasion,  promptly  organized 
themselves  to  repel  it,  and  since  that  time  have  performed  most  faithful 
and  eflicient  services,  that  this  Department  fully  appreciates  the  value 
and  importance  of  those  services,  as  well  as  the  patriotism  which 
prompted  the  performance  of  them.  Concurring  with  you  in  the  con- 
viction that  there  exists  no  necessity  for  a  continuance  of  their  organi- 

*Six  companies  at  Assembly  Rooms  and  three  companies  on  Sixtli  street,  near 
Pennsylvania  avenue. 
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zatioii,  jou  are  authorized  to  disband  the  Washington  Olay  Guards 
and  give  its  members  an  honorable  discharge,  with  the  thanks  of  the 
Government  for  the  services  performed. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )     Hbqrs.  ])bi'artment  of  Washington, 

]^o.  M.  I  }VasMngton,  I).  C,  May  1,  18C1. 

Captain  McDonald's  and  Captain  Yeager's  companies  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  now  at  the  Capitol,  will  without  delay  proceed  to  take  post 
at  tiie  W;ishington  Arsenal.  On  their  arrival  there  the  officers  in 
command  of  these  companies  will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  G.  D.  Kamsay, 
Ordnance  Corps,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 

Y-i-]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headqttartees  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  May  1,  18(>1. 
Col.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Colonel:  I  respectfully  repeat  in  writing  my  report  substantially 
made  verbally  to  the  General-in-Chief  of  my  late  expedition  from  Wash- 
ington to  Harrisburg,  Pa.  After  office  hours  on  the  [18thJ  of  April, 
Major  McDowell  informed  me  that  the  Secretary  of  War  desired  I 
should  go  that  afternoon  to  Harrisburg  to  hasten  the  mustering  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  the  Pennsylvania  quota  of  troops  called 
for  by  the  President,  and  to  receive  and  place  them  on  the  Northern 
Central  Eailroad,  so  as  to  secure  it  from  injury  and  to  keep  open  com- 
munication between  Washington  and  Harrisburg  through  Baltimore. 
The  train  for  Baltimore  was  soon  to  leave,  and  I  hastened  to  secure  a 
few  minutes  with  the  General-in-Chief.  General  Scott  informed  me  that 
railroad  communication  with  the  north  was  likely  to  be  disturbed,  if  not 
broken,  in  Baltimore,  and  should  that  channel  be  broken  for  ten  days, 
Washington  would  be  in  a  state  of  starvation  and  be  likely  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  secessionists,  who  it  was  believed  were  plotting  its 
capture.  He  gave  me  the  names  of  certain  gentlemen  in  Baltimore 
whom  he  desired  I  should  confer  with,  in  order  to  obtain  the  condition 
of  the  public  mind  and  opinions  of  influential  persons  in  that  city,  and, 
if  possible,  to  get  advice  as  to  how  troops  could  be  passed  peaceably 
through  Baltimore.  He  said  there  was  no  time  for  written  or  detailed 
instructions;  I  knew  what  was  desired.  He  relied  upon  my  judgment 
and  energy  to  accoinplish  the  most  in  the  quickest  time  and  the  best 
manner  possible.  He  authorized  me  to  use  his  name  and,  if  necessary, 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  secure  the  object  of  the  trip  and  for 
any  useful  and  lawful  purpose  pertaining  to  the  service,  if  I  could  not 
communicate  in  time  with  the  Department  in  Washington.  Armed  only 
with  a  single  letter  of  introduction*  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
above  instructions,  I  lelt  for  Harrisburg.  I  passed  the  night  iu  Balti- 
more, where  I  conferred  with  several  residents  and  two  [officers  of  the 
Army],  from  all  of  whom  I  learned  that  a  collision  was  likely  to  take 

*  See  Cameron  to  Porter,  April  18,  p.  328. 
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place  between  Northern  troops  and  an  excited  mob  of  the  city;  but  I 
was  assured  tbat  if  IJ.  S.  troops — those  of  the  Eegular  Army — preceded 
the  State  troops,  and  an  officer  of  the  Eegular  Army  supervised  the 
movement  through  the  city,  every  effort  would  be  made,  and  they  hoped 
with  success,  to  prevent  trouble  in  Baltimore.  I  was  promised  to  be 
kept  informed  of  what  was  taking  place  in  the  city,  so  as  best  to  govern 
my  course  for  a  peaceable  execution  of  my  mission.  Some  of  these  per 
sons,  whose  names  were  given  me  in  confidence  by  the  General-in-Chief, 
were  very  much  opposed  to  the  passage  of  State  troops  through  the 
city.  They  would  not  see  or  admit  that  when  sworn  into  the  service  of 
tlie  United  States,  they  were  no  longer  State  troops  but  U.  S,  troops  or 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  But  all  assured  me  of  earnest 
cooperation  in  the  elibrt  to  preserve  peace.  I  liad  ample  evidence  of 
their  sincerity  before  my  labors  were  put  an  end  to.  My  reception  in 
Baltimore,  more  in  detail  than  the  above,  I  reported  that  evening  in 
writing  to  General  Scott,  and  sent  my  letter  by  private  hands. 

On  arrival  tlie  next  morning  in  Harrisburg  I  sought  Governor  Our- 
tin  and  informed  him  of  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  of  General  Scott  to  have  the  Pennsylvania  troops  forwarded  to 
Washington  and  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  protected,  and  that  I 
was  there  to  receive  the  troops  and  give  all  necessary  assistance  to 
hasten  their  movements.  I  had  every  assurance  from  Governor  Curtin 
of  hearty  co-operation,  and  every  etibrt  in  his  power  was  exerted  to 
expedite  the  turning  over  the  troops  and  to  aid  the  objects  of  my  mis- 
sion. I  also  came  into  close  relations  with  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Scott  and 
Mr.  J.  D.  Cameron,  general  managers,  respectively,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  and  of  the  Northern  Central  Railroads,  each  of  whom  threw 
open  to  my  service  their  telegraph  wires  and  the  facilities  of  their  roads. 
I  was  in  hourly  communication  with  these  gentlemen  during  my  stay 
in  Harrisburg  and  received  from  them  every  assistance  of  advice  and 
of  position  that  intelligent,  experienced,  and  earnest  natures  could  give. 
That  day  (19th)  the  reports  arrived  of  collision  between  the  mob  of 
Baltimore  and  the  troops,  and  the  following  day  I  heard  of  thedestruc- 
tioir  of  bridges  on  tlie  Northern  Central  Railroad.  An  officer  of  the 
Army  had  been  detailed  to  muster  into  service  the  regiments  as  fast  as 
offered,  but  on  the  part  of  the  State  autliorities  nothing  had  Deen  done 
other  than  to  call  volunteers  to  the  cajntal.  The  disturbances  in  Balti- 
more excited  every  one  to  activity.  In  large  numbers  men  rushed  into 
the  city  seeking  service  and  eager  to  be  enrolled.  Within  three  days 
some  4,000  men,  fully  organized,  were  reported  to  me  ready  for  service. 
On  my  arrival  at  Harrisburg  1  called  in  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
U])on  Maj.  Pike  Graham,  commanding  Carlisle  Barracks,  to  hasten  the 
organization  of  tlie  four  companies  of  cavalry  under  Maj.  George  H. 
Thomas,  and  to  hold  them  ready  for  sudden  call  to  Washington  in  com- 
pany with  the  volunteers,  and  on  hearing  of  the  riots  in  Baltimore  I 
gave  orders  for  these  troops  to  be  sent  to  Harrisburg  and  had  cars  sent 
to  Carlisle  to  receive  them  wlien  prepared.  The  absence  of  arms,  am- 
munition, and  e(jui])meiits  of  all  kinds  could  not  have  been  worse  had 
it  been  premeditated.  Tiie  State'liad  no  arms  whatever  or  equipments 
e\en  for  cookiijg  purposes,  and  the  troops  at  Carlisle  were  as  deficient, 
and  I  had  to  use. the  names  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  (Jeueral- 
in-Chief  to  procure  supplies  from  the  ai^senals  at  Governor's  Island 
Frankford,  and  Pittsburg,  and  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at 
Philadelphia,  and  1  had  to  resort  to  extraordinary  expedients  of  hotels 
and  restaurants  to  feed  the  men  till  the  commissary  department  could 
be  organized. 
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My  ro<juests  for  transportation  for  troops  and  uiateriaLs  were  promptly 
filled  and  cars  were  lield  ready  for  use  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Cameron, 
who  also  sent  agents  to  tlie  arsenals  to  procure  as  quicklv  as  possible 
tlie  arms,  ammunition,  equipments,  ike,  called  for.  1  Lave  to  rely  upon 
the  necessity  and  urgency  of  the  occasion  and  the  absence  of  all  facili- 
ties on  the  part  of  the  State  and  of  the  Government  and  of  all  oflicers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  J1e])artrae7its  to  warrant  my 
course  and  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  to  approve  of  the  orders  given 
by  me.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  April  I  debarked  from  the  cars 
near  Cockeysville,  some  fourteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  some  3,400  men, 
organized  into  regiments,  armed,  ammunitioned,  and  with  some  rations, 
but  mainly  dependent  on  agents  at  York  for  provisions,  all  under  the 
command  of  General  Wynkoop,  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  conunand 
there  was  no  one  known  to  me  of  any  experience  in  command  of  such 
men,  in  large  or  small  organizations.  There  were  evidently  some  excel- 
lent oflicers,  but  all  were  strangers  to  each  other,  to  their  commander, 
and  to  me.  Fortunately  I  found  just  arrived  there  from  Washington, 
via  Baltimore,  Col.  Kichard  Delafleld,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  Capt. 
Daniel  Tyler,  of  Connecticut,  both  much  older  than  I,  both  experienced 
and  intelligent  advisers,  and  of  undoubted  influence.  They  joined  me 
in  giving  confidence  to  General  Wynkoop  and  instructions  to  him  and 
his  subordinates.  I  had  been  greatly  disappointed  in  not  having  Major 
Thomas'  command  and  Major  Sherman's  battery  of  Third  Artillery, 
which  I  had  ordered  to  join  the  column  at  Harrisburg  as  it  came  from 
the  West,  to  accompany  our  column  and  in  having  ready  the  materials 
and  party  to  repair  the  railroad  bridges,  which  had  been  destroyed  on 
the  20th  instant.  I  had  hoped  on  arrival  at  Cockeysville  to  have 
jmshed  on  at  once  to  Baltimore,  leaving  suflicient  forces  on  the  road  to 
protect  it.  From  my  friends  in  Baltimore  I  received  warning  to  be 
sure  to  have  regular  troops  with  the  column.  I  was  informed  that 
Major  Thomas  would  certainly  be  at  Harrisburg  that  evening,  and 
that  Major  Sherman  would  probably  arrive  that  night,  and  also  that 
the  Jjridge  repair  party  and  materials  would  be  ready  to  leave  under 
Major  Thomas'  escort.  Seeing  these  troops  properly  placed  in  bivouac 
and  having  gn.ardson  the  adjacent  hills  to  keep  all  men  within  bounds, 
and  enjoining  that  no  citizens,  and  esi)ecially  persons  from  Baltiinore, 
should  be  admitted  to  the  camp  or  to  mix  Avith  the  guards,  and  assured 
by  General  Wynkoop  and  other  oCHcers  of  proper  vigilance  on  these 
points,  I  hastened  to  Harrisburg  to  bring  up  the  T^.  S.  troops  ajid  the 
bridge  party,  <S:c.,  which  Mr.  Cameron  had  pre])ared.  I  assured  Gen- 
eral Wynkoop  I  would  leturn  that  night  prepared  to  move  on  the  next 
morning.  He  felt  in  every  way  the  need  and  urgency  of  this  support 
and  the  advice  of  the  regular  officers,  and  the  confidence  which  regu- 
lar troops  would  give  his  men.  Colonel  Delafield  and  Captain  T.vler 
returned  with  me  as  far  as  York.  They  knew  why  1  was  going.  They 
volunteered  on  arriving  at  Philadelphia  to  write  to  the  (ieneral  in-Chief 
telling  him  of  my  movements  and  approving  of  all  I  had  done,  and,  as 
far  as  they  knew,  I  intended.  Colonel  Delalield  has  since  informed  me 
that  he  did  so.  Late  that  afternoon  Major  Thomas,  with  400  cavalry 
(dismounted),  tolerably  equipped,  arrived  at  Harrisburg.  Majjor  Sher- 
man had  not  arrived.  By  dark  we  had  embarked  on  the  cars,  and, 
followed  by  the  bridge  builders  and  materials,  we  reached  York  near 
midnight,  when  we  were  stopped  by  notice  of  an  ai>proaching  locomo- 
tive with  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Washington  directing  the  return 
to  York,  and  moving,  via  Philadeli)hia,  of  all  troops  on  the  Kortheru 
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Central  Eailroad.  Telegraphic  comnmiiicat.ion  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted, so  I  could  get  no  information  as  to  the  source  of  the  orders  or 
the  name  of  their  bearer,  other  than  that  the  orders  were  from  Wash- 
ington and  peremptory.  So  little  faith  did  I  put  in  the  messages  that 
I  resisted  in  every  possible  way  the  execution  of  the  order,  hoping  that 
daybreak  would  correct  the  error,  if  one  tliere  was,  and  enable  us  to 
move  to  our  destination.  My  numerous  dispatches  evidence  my  deter- 
mination that  the  troops  should  not  return  to  York  until  1  had  positive 
evidence  of  the  order.  The  railroad  officials  refused  to  move  us  on 
prior  to  knowing  the  track  was  clear.  Daylight  came,  and  with  it  the 
returning  troops  and  the  following  orders: 

Wak  DePAI!TJIENT, 
Washiiigton,  Jpril  21,  18G1. 
The  President,  ■svitli  a  desire  to  gratify  tbe  mayor  of  Baltimore,  who  fears  that 
bloodshed  would  necessarily  result  from  the  passage  through  that  city  of  the  troops 
from  Pennsylvania  at  this  moment  ou  tbe  way,  directs  that  they  shall  return  to  York, 
in  Pennsylvania.  This  order  refers  to  the  troops  now  said  to  be  at  Cockcysvillo,  Md., 
en  route  for  this  city.  It  will  be  obeyed  by  the  officers  in  command,  who  will  take 
care  to  leave  force  sufficient  along  the  road  to  keep  it  safe  from  depredation  of  every 
kind  and  within  his  entire  control. 

SIMON  CAMEROX, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Thk  Officeji  in  Command  oj.-  the  IT.  S.  Titoops  .cow  on  tiik  viay  from  Hais- 
msnuRG  TO  Kai.timore. 

Orders.]  HuAixirARTERs  ov  the  Army, 

JVanhiiiglon,  April.  •,!!,  1S61. 
It  is  understood  that  a  body  of  volunteers  approaching  tliis  city  h.is  reached  Cock- 
eysville  ov  other  points  Avithin  seventeen  or  twenty  miles  by  rail  of  Ualtimore.  The 
obstructions  in  the  railroads  within  Baltimore  and  its  neighborhood,  and  still  more 
tbe  unhappy  excitement  temporarily  existing  in  that  city,  have  Induced  the  President 
(to  avoid  collision  and  bloodshed)  to  direct  th:it  thoseVoluntecrs  return  to  Harris- 
burg  and  take  the  route  via  Susquehauna,  thence  to  embark  in  steamers  for  Annapolis 
and  to  proceed  down  the  Delaware  and  through  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
in  sufficient  tugs  or  other  crafts  to  Annapolis,  as  Major-General  Patterson  shall 
direct.  JIajor  Belger,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  convey  this  written  older  to  the 
compander  of  the  volimteers  in  question,  and,  if  necessary,  accompany  them  to  Phil- 
adelphia and  beyond  in  order  to  facilitate  this  movement.  He  will  also  leave  direc- 
tions at  Harrisburg  to  preyont  volunteers  from  approaching  AVasbingtiin  through 
Baltimore  until  further  orders. 

WINFIELD   SCOTT. 

Since  writing  the  within  order  it  has  been  changed  by  tbe  lieutenant-general,  by 
the  directions  of  the  President.  I  now  add  that  I  direct  the  railroad  to  be  kept 
open  at  iill  hazards  so  as  to  give  to  the  United  States  tlie  }iower  to  send  troops  or 
munitions  if  tlie  necessity  for  bringing  them  l)y  that  route  shall  occur  by  failure  or 
inability  of  the  mayor  of  Baltimore  to  keep  his  faith  with  the  President. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secrelarij  of  War. 

1  at  once  saw  that  a  great  mistake  had  been  committed  in  bringing 
all  the  troops  back  to  York.  I  said  so  to  Major  Belger,  but  he  insisted 
that  he  had  carried  out  his  latest  orders  and  his  understanding  with 
the  Secretary  of  War.  As  the  troops  withdrew  from  Oockeysyille  the 
incendiaries  followed  and  destroyed  other  bridges  in  Maryland.  My 
mission  was  at  an  end.  Major  Belger  was  my  superior  and  had  orders 
to  accompany  the  troops.  The  little  time  1  had  I  devoted  to  taking 
care  of  the  troops,  so  far  as  lodging  and  provisions  were  necessary  and 
keeping  them  under  control.  After  seeing  thus  to  their  comfort 
I  returned  to  Harrisburg,  and  as  soon  as  possible  that  afternoon  I 
reported  in  person  to  General  Patterson  in  this  city,  and  fully  posted 
him  as  to  the  state  of  aft'airs  on  the  Northern  Central  liailroad.    I 
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returned  to  Harrisburg  the  same  night  to  close  my  connection  with  the 
expedition,  by  arrangements  with  Governor  Curtin  and  the  railroad 
officials,  and  to  hasten  to  Washington.  From  Harrisburg  I  sent  the 
following  letters  and  dispatches: 

HAltRISBUKG,  Jpril  S4,  1861. 
Major  Bklgeu, 

York,  Pa.: 

I  return  the  dispatches  lielouging  to  General  Wynkoop  (the  orders  from  Washing- 
tou).  I  delivered  them  to  Geueral  Patterson ;  informed  liim  of  all  that  had  passed 
and  the  location  of  the  troops.  He  confirmed  iny  views  of  the  order,  i.  c,  to  retain 
the  troops  ou  the  road  to  protect  the  route,  and  at  all  hazards,  hut  said  it  was  now 
too  late.  The  withdrawal  of  those  troops  will  canso  bloodshed  and  the  fall  of  Wash- 
ington from  starvation  alone.  I  cannot  go  to  York.  If  you  wish  anything  for  the 
troops  I  will  order  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  .7.  PORTER, 
Asaistant  Adjutant-General. 

General  Patterson: 

A  bearer  of  dispatches  for  you  has  jnst  arrived  from  Washington.  He  says  pro- 
visions will  last — abundaut  for  the  present.  Re-enforcements  will  soon  be  iu  on  the 
Annapolis  route.  Camp  and  garrison  equipage  should  be  sent  to  the  troops  called 
into  service,  and  they  not  permitted  to  rely  on  hotels.  I  directed  Captain  Turnley, 
assistant  quartermaster,  to  report  for  duty  to  Col.  Charles  Thomas.  It  will  bo  well 
to  add  to  instead  of  diminishing  the  force  at  York.  I  go  to  Washington  at  8  a.  ni. 
to-morrow. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ger\.eral. 

Major  Thomas,  still  at  York,  telegraphed  me  that  he  had  received 
orders  for  Washington,  but  to  go  mounted  and  fully  equipped.  He 
asked  to  be  ordered  to  Carlisle  Barracks.  1  had  reported  to  Washing- 
ton and  to  Headquarters  of  the  Army  by  every  opportunity  what  I 
had  done.    I  therefoi'e  telegraphed  as  follows: 

Col.  H.  L.  Scott, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Neti)  York  City: 
A  \jearer  of  dispatches  juet  in  from  Washington  says  provisions  are  abundant  for 
troops  at  present,  and  that  re-enforcements  will  soon  reach  the  city.  Major  Thomas 
wishes  the  companies  of  his  regiment  sent  to  Carlisle.  They  can  be  quickly 
remounted  there.  I  urge  it  for  other  reasons  I  cannot  give  here.  I  go  to  Washing- 
ton to-morrow  at  8  a.  m. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Major  Thomas  : 

Your  request  is  with  Colonel  Scott — urged  by  me.  Captain  Hastings  will  muster 
the  companies  at  York.  I  leave  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow  for  Washington;  also  Colonel 
Porter.     Get  here  before  that  hour. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  in  company  with  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Scott, 
and  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  whose  willing  and  efficient  services  I  had 
enlisted,  I  left  by  rail  for  Hagerstown  and  thence  by  carriage  to  Wash- 
ington, where  we  arrived  at  snurisc  the  next  morning.  As  soon  as 
possible  that  day  I  made  my  official  rc])ort  in  person.  Colonel  Porter 
and  Mr.  Scott  also  gave  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  their 
impressions  of  affairs  as  seen  and  left  in  Pennsylvania.  At  my  sug- 
gestion Colonel  Porter  was  ordered  to  return  to  Harrisburg  and  assume 
the  duties  I  had  left.  Mr.  Scott  was  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  replace  Capt.  Carlisle  P.  Patterson  in  charge  of  the  railroad  to 
Annapolis,  on  which  the  great  experience  of  some  railroad  man  like 
Mr.  Scott  was  absolutely  needed.    My  verbal  report  was  acceptable  to 
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the  Geiieral-in-Ohief  and  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  was  verbally 
ordered  by  the  Greneral-in-Chief  to  report  here  to  Major-General  Pat- 
terson as  ills  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  to  hasten  to  Annapolis, 
there  to  post  General  Butler  as  to  aii'airs  in  Washington  and  to  urge 
upon  him  "to  stud  the  railroad  from  Aunapolis  -with  men"  and  secure 
it  from  all  injury.  I  reported  for  duty  to  General  Patterson  on  the 
28th  iiistant'[ultimo].  I  passed  through  Annapolis  on  the  27th ;  deliv- 
ered General  Scott's  message  to  General  Butlei'  and  had  full  tiuje  and 
opportunity  to  see  that  General  Butler  was  doing  all  that  was  in  his 
power  for  the  efficiency  of  the  service  with  which  he  was  intrusted. 
In  closing  this  narrative  I  deem  it  my  duty,  and  just  and  proper  to  all 
concerned,  that  I  should  give  the  following  incidents  connected  with 
my  short  tour  of  service  in  Pennsylvania. 

First.  After  the  19th  August  [April]  all  communication  with  Wash- 
ington was  broken  for  several  days  and  more  than  two  days  was 
required  to  send  there  by  messenger  and  get  a  reply.  Seated  in  Gov- 
ernor Curtiu's  telegraph  otBce  at  the  capitol,  Governor  Curtin  handed 
me  the  following  dispatch,  suggesting  at  the  time  I  should  reply  to  it 
as  I  had  to  others  already  received  from  the  same  persou : 

Saint  Louih,  Mo.,  April  -J],  ISGl. 
Governor  A.  U.  Cuktin, 

llarrinhiirij,  ]'<i.: 
An  officer  of  the  Army  bere  hiis  received  au  order  to  muster  in  Missouri  regiiiients. 
General  Hiiruey  refuses  to  lot  them  remain  in  the  arsemil  Kronnds  or  permit  them  to 
be  armed.  I  wisli  these  facts  to  bo  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by 
.special  messenger  and  instructions  sent  immediately  to  Harney  to  receive  the  troops 
at  the  arsenal  and  arm  them.  Our  friends  distrust  Harney  very  much.  He  should  lie 
supersiided  inmiediately  by  putting  another  commander  iu  the  district.  The  object 
of  the  sei-essionists  is  to  seize  the  arsenal  -with  its  70,000  stand  of  arms,  and  ho 
refuses  the  means  of  defending  it.     We  have  plenty  of  men  but  no  arms. 

FRANK  P.  1!1,AJK,  .7k. 

A  i)revious  message  had  been  received  asking  that  Oapt.  K.  Lyon, 
Second  Infantry,  should  be  assigned  as  mustering  officer  and  to  arm 
and  equip  the  troops  and  to  command  them,  and  I  had  replied  that 
Lieut.  J.  M.  Schofield,  then  in  Saint  Louis,  had  been  detailed  as  muster- 
ing officer.  Other  telegrams  came  urging  Lyon's  appointment ,  so  when 
the  above  dispatch  was  handed  to  me,  I  felt  it  was  my  duty,  and  that  I 
would  be  justified  to  use  the  name  and  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  of  the  General-inGhief,  and  I  at  once  telegraphed: 

H.vKUisnuiKi,  Pa.,  April  21,  1861. 
General  Haknkv, 

Commanding,  Saint  Limis,  Mo.  : 

C'apt.  Nathaniel  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  is  detailed  to  muster  in  the  troops  at  Saint 
Louis,  and  to  use  them  for  the  protection  of  public;  property.  Yon  will  see  that 
they  are  properly  armed  and  equiyiped. 


By  order  of  Lieutenant- General  Scott: 


F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Ailjniant-General. 

HAKUi.snui{<i,  Pa.,  April  .il,  1861. 


Hon.  FiiANK  P.  Ulaii!,  .Jr., 

Saint  Louis,  Mn. : 
C'apt.  N.  Lyon,  Second  Infantry,  has  been  detailed  to  mnster  iu  the  troops  at  Saint 
Louis  and  to  use  them  for  the  protection  of  public  property. 
By  order  of  tho  Secretary  of  ^Var : 

F.  .7.  PORTER, 
.Isaistaul  Adjit  ta»i-(^  en  era  I . 

vSimilar  telegrams  were  sent  to  Maj.  Seth  Williams  and  to  Captain 
Lyon. 
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Second.  I  was  in  constant  comiuuuication  with  General  Patterson, 
who  knew  under  what  auth<n'ity  1  was  acting.  Fearing  for  the  safety 
of  the  forts  in  Delaware  Bay,  he  asked  nie,  giving  liis  reasons,  for 
anthority  to  place  them  in  charge  of  Capt.  A.  A.  Gibson,  Second 
Artillery,  and  to  garrison  them  with  volunteers.     I  replied  aa  follows: 

Harkisbujrg,  Pa.,  April  2S,  1861. 
General  Rohkrt  Pattedson, 

Philadelphia  : 
Lieuteniint-Geiieral  Scott  orders  you  at  once  to  accept  the  services  of  a  loyal  and 
efficieut  force,  and  secure  the  forts  ou  the  Delaware. 

F.  .J.  PORTER, 
Assialanl  Adjutant  General. 

The  request  and  order  were  carried  out  by  General  Patterson. 
.  Tliird.  The  officers  accompanying  Major  Thomas  were,  without  excep- 
tion, Soutiiern  men.  They  were  all  anxious,  exciited,  in  doubt  as  to 
what  should  be  their  immediate  action,  and  gloomy  as  to  the  future. 
They  bad  their  private  conferences,  and  evidently  looked  to  Major 
Thomas'  action  as  their  present  guide.  I  knew  Major  Thomas'  views. 
I  had  no  doubt  of  his  course.  But  I  did  fear  that  some  if  not  all  his 
subordinates  would  tender  their  resignations  and  ask  to  be  left  behind. 
One  officer  had  done  so  before  leaving  Carlisle  Barracks,  and  had  gone 
to  his  home  in  Maryland.  Just  before  entering  the  cars  which  were 
about  to  start,  one  of  tliem  turning  to  Major  Thomas,  and  in  hearing 
of  all  the  others  and  of  Colonel  Porter  and  myself,  asked :  "What  shall 
we  do?"  Promptly  came  the  reply,  "We  are  ordered  to  Washington, 
and  there  we  go.  There  will  be  time  enough  after  getting  tliere  for 
you  to  decide  what  to  do."  In  a  few  minutes  we  were  in  motion  for 
Baltimore.  This  incident  and  other  events  satislied  me  that  whatever 
the  obstacles  we  should  meet  with,  these  officers  would  do  their  fiill 
duty  so  long  as  in  the  service,  and  until  officially  relieved  at  Washing- 
ton. Prior  to  these  companies  leaving  Carlisle  Barracks  Lieutenant 
.Tenifer  obtained  a  leave  of  absence.  While  peaceably  and  quietly 
goiiig  to  his  home  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  by  some  State  or 
city  official,  ou  the  suspicion  of  disloyalty  and  intention  to  join  the 
insurgents  in  Baltimore.  On  Governor  Curtin  referring  the  case  to 
me  1  urged  his  release,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  justification  of 
the  arrest.  lu  consequence  of  the  almost  total  absence  at  Harrisburg 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  all  ordnance  and  quartermaster's  equipment 
and  commissary  stores,  I  felt  compelled,  in  the  absence  of  all  officers 
of  these  departments,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  military  service,  and 
on  account  of  the  great  stake  at  risk  (the  safety  at  Washington),  to 
assume  authority  and  give  extraordinary  orders,  in  the  name  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  or  of  the  General-in-Chief,  to  the  commanders  of  the 
arsenals  at  Pittsburg,  Frankford,  and  Governor's  Island,  to  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  at  Philadelphia,  to  assign  officers  of 
experience  to  duty,  and  to  authorize  feeding  of  troops  at  hotels.  I 
trust  these  assumptions  of  authority,  involving  extraordinary  expense 
in  some  cases,  will  be  sanctioned.  If  I  erred  in  judgment  I  hope  the 
object  to  be  accomplished  will  prove  my  justification.  As  an  earnest 
evidence  of  my  eftbrts  I  will  merely  add  that  I  left  Washington  totally 
unprepared  for  so  long  a  stay,  and  so  fully  occupied  was  1  that  I  liad 
to  take  my  meals  as  chance  offered,  and  night  and  day  my  lime  was 
given  to  the  seivice  for  which  I  was  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  P<JETER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosures.] 

fHARRisnUKG,]  April  18  [19f],  1861—8.15  p.  m. 

Commanding  Officer  New  York  Arsenal, 

Governor's  Island.  JV.  1'.  : 

Send  10,000  sets  of  equipments  for  rifled  muskets,  200,000  rounds  of 
rifle  musket  ammunition,  and  100,000  rounds  of  buck  and  ball  cartridges 
at  once  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Harrisburg.    Telegraph 
when  coming. 
By  command  of  General  Scott : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Afljntant-  Genera  I. 

(Same  to  commanding  oflBcer  Frankford  Arsenal,  Philadelphia.) 


April  18  [19?],  1861—8.1.5  p.  m. 
Superintendent  Springfield  Armory, 

Springfield^  Mass. : 
Send  at  once  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  10,000  rifled  muskets, 
and  inform  me  what  is  coming. 

By  ordei'  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Frankford  Arsenal,  Pa.,  April  19,  ISOl. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  JTarrishurg,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  There  must  be  some  error  in  relation  to  the  orders  on  this  arsenal 
for  muskets,  accouterments,  and  ammunition  for  Governor  Curtin.  I 
received  orders  from  the  Ordnance  OfBce,  dated  18th  instant,  to  send  to 
the.Governor  1,000  rifled  muskets  altered,  with  40,000  cartridges  and 
1,000  sets  of  accouterments.  This  is  the  only  order  I  had  received  when 
your  telegram  of  today  reached  me.*  I  immediately  telegraphed  to 
the  colonel  of  ordnance  that  I  M'ould  send  the  muskets  and  ammunition, 
but  had  not  the  accouterments.  He  replied  directing  me  to  press  the 
issue  of  the  accouterments,  and  to  get  them  by  contract,  doubling  the 
number.  1  immediately  gave  orders  for  the  manufacture  In  Philadelphia 
of  accouterments  with  all  possible  dispatch,  with  directions  to  let  me 
know  when  every  thousand  should  be  ready.  After  supplying  the  1,000 
rifled  muskets  and  40,000  cartridges  ordered  for  Governor  Ourtin,  to 
which  I  will  add  300  sets  of  accouterments  (all  I  have),  there  will  remain 
at  this  arsenal  2,535  rifled  muskets  and  4,990  smooth-bore,  all  of  the  old 
caliber,  (.GO-inch,)  and  45,000  ball  cartridges.  The  rifled  muskets  are 
without  long-range  sights,  and  I  Avill  have  to  put  those  sights  on  250  of 
the  1,000  for  the  Governor  to  make  them  uniform  with  and  as  service- 
able as  the  rest  of  the  1,000.  Tins  work  J  ])ut  in  hand  this  morning, 
and  am  pressing  it  as  fast  as  my  means  will  permit. 

While  writing  1  have  a  telegram  from  the  Ordnance  Office  ordering 
the  issue  to  General  Patterson,  in  Philadelphia,  of  5,000  muskets  with 
accouterments  and  all  the  ammunition  I  can.  I  shall  send  the  smooth- 
bore, and  the  issue  will  leave  me  2,.525  altered  rifled  muskets  only  on 
hand  and  no  ammunition.  My  supply  of  the  latter  I  shall  replenish 
with  all  possible  dispatch.    Excuse  this  detail,  which  is  necessary  to 

*  See  second,  aji(c'. 
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explaia  any  apparent  delay  in  filling  orders  for  supplies,  all  of  wliich 
I  have  used  every  possible  exertion  to  comply  with  promptly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MAYNADIEE, 
Captain  of  Ordnance. 

Assistant  Quartekmaster-General's  Office, 

miadelphia,  April  19,  18C1. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  A djtitant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Harrisburg : 
MA.TOR:  Your  telegram  of  this  day  was  received  this  afternoon,  and 
1  telegraphed  you  iu  reply  as  follows : 

Your  telegram  received.  Captaiu  Maynadier  wrote  me  to-day,  statinpf  that  tbe 
only  order  he  baa  received  to  send  arms  to  Harrisburg  is  for  ],000  niusketN,  with 
ammnnidon,  for  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania;  that  ho  could  not  state  exactly  when 
they  would  bo  ready,  as  some  of  the  arms  had  to  be  8ight(^d.  Not  a  moment  will  be 
lost  in  sending  them  wlieu  I  am  .advised  of  their  being  ready. 

No  delay  will  arise  in  this  office  in  sending  any  and  all  military  stores  to 
their  destination  from  or  to  any  point  as  soon  as  I  have  advice  that  trans- 
I)ortation  is  required.  An  agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  called 
this  morning  to  have  5,000  muskets,  &c.,  sent  to  day,  but  I  know  nothing 
of  tbcm,  and  it  appears  that  Captain  Maynadier  knows  of  but  1 ,000  stand. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHS.  THOMAS, 
A  ssintant  Quartermaster-  Qeneral. 

PiTTSBTTRa,  \ April]  20,  18C,1. 
Col.  F.  J.  Porter  : 

Only  2,300  percussion  muskets  remain,  and  .3,000  have  been  ordered 
to  Indianapolis. 

JNO.  SYMINGTON, 

Major  of  Ordnance. 

[April  20,  ISCl.] 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral,  U.  S.  Army: 

I  could  not  obtain  the  ammunition  until  to-day.  It  will  leave  by  the 
first  train  at  4  p.  in. 

CHAS.  THOMAS, 
A  ssistanf  Qua  rtermaster-  General. 

Major  Porter, 

Governor's  Room,  Capitol : 
Ammunition  not  received  from  New  York  or  Springfield.     The  10,000 
guns  are  here.     Please  hurry  it  forward. 

T.  A.  SCOTT. 

|April  21,  1801]— 8.20  p.  m. 
Col.  II.  L.  Scott,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

114   West  Eleventh  street,  Netc  Yorlc: 
Send  as  soon  as  possible  the  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania  I  telegraphed  for.    I  am  oft'  for  Ashland. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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(lleccived  April  22,  18G1.) 
Bvt.  Maj.  I'^iTZ  John  Portkb, 

Asuistdiit  A <lJvt(int.-GeneriiJ : 
I  Lave  conininnicitccl"  with  both  the  coiimiaiuling  oflieers  of  Frank- 
ford  Arsenal  and  Major  Thornton,  but  do  not  know  whether  they  have 
the  supplies. 

H.  L.  SGOTT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  ami  Aide-de-damp,  Acting  Adjutant-General. 


Baltimore,  {April]  19,  \J861.] 
Major  PORTEE: 

I  suppose  J.  D.  Cameron  has  advised  j'on  of  transactions  hereto-day; 
of  refusal  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  liailroad  to  convey  troops  to  Wash- 
ington by  request  of  Governor  and  mayor  to  president  of  JSiorthern 
Central  Jiailroad  not  to  forward  more  troops.  If  not,  on  application  he 
will  show  them  to  you.     My  desire  is  that  you  may  be  i)osted. 

JOHN  A.  WRIGHT. 


[April  20,  18G1.| 
J.  D.  Cameron: 

Unless  the  Gunpowder  bridge  is  guarded  it  will  be  burned  down. 
Will  order  two  companies  from  here  to  go  down  to  protect  it.  Send 
re-enforcements  immediately.  Bring  ammunition  for  those  two  com- 
panies; they  will  take  only  powder  and  buckshot.  Shall  Jamison  send 
engine  with  freight  cars  with  troops  down  1  If  so,  give  him  directions. 
The  troops  will  be  ready  to  go  down  this  evening  as  soon  as  you  give 
the  order.     Answer  at  Goldsborongh. 

J.  A.  WRIGHT. 

(Sent  by  J.  T).  Cameron  to  T.  A.  Scott  aud  Major  Porter.  Answer 
immediately.) 


April  20,  [1801.] 
General  Patterson, 

Fhiladelphia : 

Will  place  to-night  on  the  road  to  Baltimore  2,000  men  to  protect  and 
repair  it  and  threaten  that  city. 

P.  J.  PORTER. 


[April  20,  1801.1 
Majjor  Thomas  and 
Major  Graham, 

Carlisle,  Pa. : 
Send  here  by  train  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow  four  companies  armed 
equipped,  with  ammunition,  and  four  days'  provisions  in  haversacks,  if 
you  have  them— as  little  baggage  as  possible.     An  ofticer  of  the  liighest 
rank  wanted. 
By  authority  of  General  Scott : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
A ssisiant  A djntant-  General. 
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Haeeisbukg,  AiJi-il  20,  1861. 
Col.  H.  L.  Scott,  '    ^ 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  New   York  Gity: 
Major  Thomas'  comniaucl,  ordered  to  Washington,  requires  immedi- 
ately dOO   Sharps  carbines,  300  Colt  revolvers,  300  cavalry  sabers, 
32,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  caps  for  carbines;  same  for  pistols. 
Please  order  them  to  Carlisle,  Pa. 

P.  J.  POKTEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Carlisle  Barraoks,  Pa.,  April  20,  1801. 
MaJ.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Harrisbury,  Pa.: 
Sir:  I  will  go  with  my  entire  force,  as  efticiently  equipped  as  the 
means  we  have  will  admit,  by  the  train  this  afternooTi,  as  you  request 
in  your  dispatch  dated  3  a.  m.  to  day. 

GEOKGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major,  Gommandimj. 

Second  Gavalry. — 1  major.  Company  B — 1  captain,  54  enlisted  men. 
Company  E — 1  caj)tain,  43  enlisted  men.  Company  G — 1  lieutenant, 
61  enlisted  men.    Company  I — 1  captain,  58  enlisted  men. 

Carlisle,  April  21, 1861. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

Eeceived  your  communication  of  yesterday  at  12  m.  to  da.y.  Have 
not  yet  got  recruits.    Will  move  as  soon  after  as  possible. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major,  U.  8.  Army. 

Carlisle,  April  21,  1861. 
Major  Porter: 
All  ready. 

G.  H,  THOMAS, 

Major. 

[April  21,  1801.] 
Commanding  Officer, 

Gar  lisle : 
Send  a  company  at  once  to  join  Major  Thomas  at  Harrisburg.  A 
train  is  now  on  the  way  to  bring  them.  Send  with  them  the  rations  of 
the  recruits  assigned  to  the  cavalry  yesterday,  and  issue  rations  upon  a 
provision  return,  which  will  be  sent  up.  Send  the  tents  which  the  cav- 
alry used  in  camp.  Have  all  ready  when  the  train  arrives. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-Gen  eral  Scott: 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistan t  Adjutant-  General. 

Carlisle,  [April  22, 1861.] 
Maj.  F,  J,  Porter,  U.  S.  Army: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.  The  train  is  here.  How  many  recruits 
do  you  wish  me  to  send?  Have  but  few  that  are  at  all  instructed  in 
the  use  of  their  arms. 

L.  P.  GEAHAM, 
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Carlisle  Barracks,  Ajml  22, 1861. 
Major  [Porter  :] 

Ibave  the  honor  to  state  in  regard  to  the  detachment  which  will  leave 
here  in  about  au  hour  to  report  to  Major  Tliomas,  at  Harrisburg,  that 
they  are  by  no  means  well  instructed.  They  have  been  too  short  a 
time  at  the  depot  for  them  to  be  Avell  drilled.  You  said  nothing  about 
sending  an  officer  with  the  detachment.  I  send  Lieutenant  Jones  in 
command  of  it.  If  he  is  not  absolutely  required  1  should  like  him  sent 
back,  as  I  have  not  enough  ofiflcers  at  the  post  to  perform  the  necessary 
garrison  duties.  I  send  with  Lieutenant  Jones'  command  only  one  box 
of  cartridges.  It  is  all  I  can  possibly  give  them.  1  will  then  have  left 
at  this  post  only  1,000  cartridges.  The  ordinary  musket  cartridge, 
however,  can  be  used  for  this  arm.  Will  you  have  some  ammunition 
sent  here  as  soon  as  possible;  also  the  rifles.  I  sent  you  a  requisition 
by  Major  Thomas.  I  will  have  very  few  arms  left  when  this  party  goes 
off.  I  had  to  arm  nearly  all  of  the  Second  Cavalry  companies  that 
were  here,  and  issued  them  over  10,000  cartridges.  Before  these  issues 
were  made  there  was  not  more  ordnance  stores  than  was  required  at 
the  depot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  GRAHAM, 
Major,  Second  JJragoons. 


nARKlSBURG,  Ajiril  21,  18(>L 
Major  Thomas, 

Yorli : 
I  have  seen  orders  for  you  to  move.    I  will  give  you,  and  collect 
where  you  may  say,  everything  you  wish.     Horses  are  being  purchased 
here.    Eeply  by  telegraph. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjuiant-  General. 


York,  April  21,  l8ai. 
Col.  F.  J.  Porter: 

I  prefer  to  organize  at  Carlisle  Barracks,  as  horses,  &c.,  can  be  col- 
lected tlieot'.  much  easier  than  lijjre.  A  train  is  to  be  here  by  (i.a.  m. 
to-morrow  to  take  my  command  to  Carlisle.  Answer  if  you  receive 
this. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major,  Second  Cavalry. 


(Received  3.05  p.  m.) 
Major  Porter: 

1  have  received  this  from  Major  Tliomas: 

YOKK,  AprU  24. 
Col.  A.  Porter: 

Send  me  a  train  of  twelve  cars  by  6  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  I  will  return  to  Carlisle 
to  receive  tbe  horses,  arms,  »&c.,  and  l)e  raakiufj;  the  necessary  prejiaratious  spoken 
of  between  us  last  night. 

GEO,  H.  THOMAS, 

Major,  Second  Cavalry. 

A.  PORTER. 
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April  24, 1861. 
Col.  Charles  Thomas, 

Phikiflelphia  : 

Send  as  fast  as  can  be  procured  2,500  shoes  and  100  pounds  of  horse- 
shoe  nails  and  six  sets  of  shoeing  tools  to  Maj.  George  H.  Thomas,  Car- 
lisle Barracks. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

P.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Philadelphia,  April  S4, 1861. 
Major  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Will  send  1,000  horseshoes,  the  nails,  and  shoeing  tools  by  train 
to-morrow. 

CHAS.  THOMAS, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-  General. 

Habrisbueg,  Pa.,  April  24, 1861. 
Commanding  Officer  Pittsburg  Arsenal: 

Send  at  once  by  express  train  to  Ma;i.  George  H.  Thomas,  Second 
Cavalry,  at  Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.,  500  complete  sets  of  cavalry  equip- 
ments, saddles,  bridles,  saddle-bags,  blankets,  &c.    Reply  if  you  have 
them,  and  when  they  will  come. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
A  ssistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 

Mr.  Scott  notified  to  secure  train  at  Pittsburg. 

Pittsburg,  \April  34, 1861.] 
Maj.  I".  J.  Porter  : 

One  hundred  and  seventy  sets  of  horse  equipments  were  sent  to  Car- 
lisle Barracks  on  the  22d;  170  will  be  sent  on  the  27th,  and  the 
remainder  can  be  sent  in  about  ten  days  thereafter. 

JOHN  SYMINGTON, 

Major  of  Ordnance. 

York,  April  24,  [1861.] 
Maj.  F,  J.  Porter: 

The  other  four  companies  of  Second  Cavalry  are  expected  to  arrive 
in  New  York  to  day.  Ask  Colonel  Scott  to  order  them  to  Carlisle 
r>arracks  immediately.    I  will  give  you  good  reason  for  this  request 

''■^'''^^-  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS. 

April  24. 

Maj.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army, 

York,  Pa. : 
Horses  are  being  i)urchased  rapidly  here.    Some  sixty  are  now  heilB, 
and  the  rest  will  be  had  in  three  days.    I  have  ordered  equipage,  horse- 
shoes, shoeing  tools,  &c.,  which  will  be  here  to-morrow. 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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April  24. 
Colonel  Scott  : 

A  bearer  of  dispatches  just  in  from  Washington  says  provisions  are 
abundant  for  troops  at  present,  and  that  reenforcements  will  soon  reach 
the  city.  Major  Thomas  wishes  the  companies  of  his  regiments  sent  to 
Oai'lisle.  They  can  be  qnickly  remounted  there.  I  urge  it  for  other 
reasons  1  cannot  give  here.    I  go  to  Washington  at  S  a.  m.  to-morroAv. 

F.  J.  POUTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

YOBK,  April  21,  JSG1. 
Maj.  F.  .T.  Porter: 

Can  officer  be  sent  here  from  Uarrisburg  to  muster  in  the  volunteers? 
I  have  been  so  busy  that  I  could  not  attend  to  it. 

GEOEGE  H.  THOMAS, 

Major. 

Major  Thomas: 

Your  request  is  with  Colonel  Scott — urged  by  me.  Captain  Hastings 
will  muster  the  troops  at  York.  I  leave  at  8  a.  m.  tomorrow  for  Wash- 
ington ;  also  Colonel  P[orter].    Get  here  before  that. 

F.  J.  POliTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Harrisbitrg,  Pa.,  April  24,  INfij—S.SO  p.  m. 
Captain  Brackett, 

Second  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  Coverly^s  Hotel : 

Captain:  Horses  are  being  purchased  for  the  use  of  your  four  com- 
panies (Major  Thomas  commanding).  The  contractor  is  Mr.  Colder. 
1  inclose  the  terms,  &c.,  which  you  will  on  the  arrival  of  Major  Thomas 
tifrn  over  to  him.  Until  that  time  you  will  inspect  such  as  may  be 
presented  to  you  by  Mr.  Colder,  and  say  whether,  in  your  opinion,  they 
will  answer.  If  so,  they  will  at  once  be  branded  "U.  S."  on  whatever 
part  of  the  horse  is  customary  in  your  regiment,  and  be  considered  as 
purchased  for  the  Second  Cavalry.  It  perhaps  will  be  better,  as  the 
405  horses  are  to  be  furnished  in  three  or  four  days,  not  to  be  too  criti- 
cal, confining  yourself  to  the  fact  of  their  being  serviceable. 

By  order : 

A.  PORTER, 

JAeittenant- Colonel,  V.  IS.  Army. 

-,  .     T^  [April]  24,  [1801.1 

Major  Porter  :  >  j      '  i         i 

Send  an  officer  to  Y"ork  to  muster  companies  into  service  Major 
Thomas  mforms  [mej  he  is  ordered  to  Carlisle  and  cannot  do  it. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Colonel  Scott: 

Send  700  cavalry  arms  and  equipments  and  munitions  immediatelv 
to  commanding  officer  Carlisle  Barracks.  I  sent  you  a  reauisition 
yesterday.    Do  not  wait  for  it.  ^ 
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York,  April  ^1,  I81II. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

Captaiu  Cochran  desires  me  to  say  that  he  will  have  a  coinpauy  of 
fifty  meu  ready  by  Wednesday  morning.  Perhaps  one  of  the  Hanover 
companies  -would  supply  their  places  until  then  if  necessary.  The  York 
company  will  require  arms  and  ammunition.  I'onr  dispatch  was 
received,  and  will  be  attended  to.  Have  they  persons  and  tools  in  camp 
to  cut  up  the  beef,  or  shall  I  send  one  along f 

ALEX.  SMALL. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

If  the  troops  from  below  will  not  remain  in  York  we  can  supply  them 
with  bread  and  meat  at  the  cars.  It  will  be  difficult  to  have  coffee 
there  for  the  whole  number.  Let  me  know  whether  any  will  remain 
here,  and  how  the  Hanover  troops  are  to  be  provided  for. 

ALEX.  SMALL. 

Major  Porter: 

There  is  a  company  of  130  men  at  the  Hanover  Jnnctiou  waiting  for 
conveyance  to  this  place.  The  junction  is  twelve  miles  from  York,  on 
the  railway.  They  are  out  of  provisions.  The  officer  now  here  wishes 
to  know  what  shall  be  done. 

ALEX.  SMALL. 

Major  Porter: 

The  two  companies  from  Hanover  will  require  provisions.  Shall  I 
supply  them  out  of  the  rations  here  for  troops  to  arrive? 

ALEX.  SMALL. 


York,  A2)ril  21,  18U1. 
Major  Porter: 

I  will  have  ready  to  be  shipped  15,400  rations  by  7  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  Our  citizens  will  send  enough  to  our  York  troops  to  last  them 
several  days.  Two  companies  from  Hanover  just  arrived  here;  one  of 
them  with  few  or  no  arms.  Say  to  J.  D.  Cameron  to  have  a  train  here 
at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  take  the  rations  to  Parkton.  We  may 
probably  raise  another  company  here,  but  have  neither  arms  nor 
ammunition. 

ALEX.  SMALL. 


Stevens'  Hotel,  1'hiladelphia, 

[April  22,  1801.] 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
My  Dear  Porter:  Monday,  7  p.  m.  Just  arrived,  and  give  you 
the  best  information  I  can  obtain.  It  is  derived  from  Mr.  Stevens,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Continental  Hotel,  wliere  I  now  am.  Tlie  Seventh 
New  York  liegiment  Avent  through  here  to  Annapolis,  and  are  now  in 
position  at  the  Kelay  Station  on  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  road. 
Massachusetts  regiments,  under  General  Butler,  went  from  here  to 
Annapolis,  and  are  stationed  there.  The  station  at  Havre  de  Grace 
ferry,  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna,  is  guarded  by  Pennsylvania  or 
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other  U.  S.  volunteers,  and  is  the  point  of  embarkation  for  Annap- 
olis, to  which  point  (Havre  de  Grace  ferry)  the  communication  is  open 
from  here.  It  is  not  known  or  believed  here  that  the  steam  ferry- 
boat at  Havre  de  Grace  has  been  injured  in  any  way.  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  troops  since  last  Friday,  or,  rather,  Saturday,  embark 
from  New  York  for  Annapolis.  Troops  went  from  here  (besides  Slier- 
man's  battery)  this  afternoon  for  Havre  de  Grace,  and  are  expected  to 
go  to-morrow  and  next  day  thence  to  Annapolis  and  Washington. 
Numerous  families  (ladies  and  children)  have  arrived  here  from  Balti- 
more, leaving  their  houses  open  to  the  public — in  other  words,  mob — 
laboring  under  the  greatest  anxiety;  Mr.  Stevens  says  as  many  as  200. 
If  the  comnmnication  you  held  this  morning  to  within  twelve  miles  of 
Baltimore,  and  but  a  short  distance  farther  to  the  post  of  the  Seventh 
Eegiment,  is  ordered  to  be  abandoned  and  the  troops  to  fall  back  to 
Harrisburg,  thus  exposing  every  bridge  to  be  destroyed — if  such  is 
ordered  I  fear  we  are  not  under  military  command;  something  must  be 
wrong.  I  would  exercise  a  wise  discretion,  and  consider  as  to  keeinng 
the  bridges  still  guarded,  even  if  I  drew  Wynkoop's  command  only  to 
the  Pennsylvania  line.  If  the  alarm  of  good  citizens,  females,  and 
children,  be  in  Baltimore  such  as  may  be  inferred  from  Mr.  Stevens' 
statement  to  me.  Governor  Hicks  will  be  the  first  to  seek  for  aid  and 
assistance  from  General  Wynkoop's  command  and  your  line  of  oper- 
ations. I  can  but  hope  it  may  be  maintained,  studiously  carrying  out 
the  President's  proclamation;  but  orders  to  the  adjutants-general 
through  the  Quartermaster-General  is  most  extraordinary  for  so  remark- 
able a  strategic  movement. 


Very  truly,  yours, 


lUOHARD  DELAFIELD, 

U.  »S'.  Army. 

York,  [Ajjril  23,  laoi]—!  a.  m. 
Major  Bklgek, 

Ashland  : 

Is  it  necessary  that  tlie  volunteers  should  be  removed  at  once,  and 
why! 

[POKTEJt.] 

Major  Belgek  : 

Are  any  troops  to  be  sent  forward  ? 

[PORTER.] 

Ashland,  [Ajrril  i>3.\ 
Major  PoETEB,  York: 

Yes,  the  Secretary  of  War  directed  the  volunteers  there  to  be  imme- 
diately withdrawn  to  Harrisburg,  I'a.  Their  further  disposition  1  will 
hereafter  advise.  The  road  will  have  to  be  protected  by  regular  troops. 
What  force  of  the  latter  have  you  in  Harrisburg,  or  that  could  be  sent 
here  to  day?  First,  however,  start  traius  to  bring  back  the  volunteers 
immediately.  I  will  telegraph  the  instructions  of  the  Department  in 
regard  to  the  protection  of  the  road  after  you  have  answered  me  what 
force  of  regular  troops  there  is  at  Harrisburg.  I  have  also  sent  the 
dispatches  to  Harrisburg  by  Mr.  Palmer  on  special  train,  which  left 
here  at  8.30. 

BELGEE, 

Major. 
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[Apeil  22.\ 
Major  [Belger:] 

Do  you  say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  the  volunteers  to  be 
withdrawn  from  Ashland  and  the  protection  of  the  road? 

[POKTEK.J 

(Received  April  22,  1861—3.40  p.  m.) 
Major  Porter: 

,]  will  be  in  Harrisburg  at  4  o'clock  with  the  dispatches  brought  by 
Major  Belger  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Lieuteuant-(Teueral  Scott. 

W.  J.  P[ALMEE,J 

Major  Porter: 

Dear  Sir  :  If  you  should  desire  to  see  me  while  in  the  city  you  can 
find  nie  at  this  telegraph  oftice  up  to  9.45  tonight,  or  in  the  morniugat 
Peuusylvauia  Bailroad  central  office,  300  Williug's  alley. 
"Very  resiDectfully, 

WM.  J.  PALMEK. 


York,  April  32,  18Gl—:i.20  p.  m. 
Major  Belger, 

Ashland  : 
There  are  no  regular  troops  to  take  the  place  of  those  removed.  I  am 
appealed  to  to  keep  the  volunteers  where  they  are,  and  1  consider  the 
appeal  most  proper  and  just.  If  these  volunteers  are  removed  you 
will  have  an  unguarded  road,  aud  by  night  a  worthless  one.  I  left  it 
secure,  the  people  protected,  and  by  the  security  of  the  bridge  capable 
of  re-enforcement,  and  to  day  would  have  re-enforced  it  strongly.  I 
wish  you  to  understand  the  position  of  afl'airs  fully  before  you  remove 
the, volunteers  aud  subject  the  road  to  au  irreparable  iiijury. 

F.  J.  PORTEII, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Ashland,  Ajtril  22,  1861. 
Major  Porter: 

Are  the  troops  that  are  at  Bridgeport  volunteers  or  regulars":! 

BELGER. 

Ashland,  April  22, 1861. 
Major  Porter, 

Harrishurg  : 
If  volunteers,  they  are  not  to  be  seut  forward.    Such  is  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War  at  this  time. 

JAS.  BELGER, 

Major. 

Ashland,  April  22,  18(11. 
Major  Porter: 

Please  inform  me  the  number  and  description  of  regular  troops  you 
have. 

BELGER, 
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I  Major  Belger:] 
A  battery  from  the  West.     Do  you  know  whose*? 

[PORTER.] 


Ashland,  April  22. 
Major  Portee: 

]  was  told  iu  Washington  Major  Sherman's,  The  reason  I  ask  is  the 
chief  of  police  is  here  and  returns  to  tlie  mayor  to  know  if  there  will  be 
any  opposition  to  its  passing,  and  that  he  will  send  me  answer.  I  will 
then  telegraph  you. 

JAMES  13ELGER, 

Major. 

[Major  Belger:] 
Are  the  volunteers  at  Ashland  to  return  here  to  stay? 

[PORTER.] 

[Major  Porter:] 

In  answer  to  your  message  I  will  say  it  is  not  contemplated  the  regi- 
ments will  remain  long  in  Uarrisburg.  See  instructions  which  I  have 
forwarded  to  you  by  Mr.  Palmer.     Meet  me  to-night  at  the  depot. 

JAMES  BELGER, 

Major. 


[April  22, 1861.] 
Major  Belger: 

Have  you  any  orders  for  Major  P.? 

[PORTER.] 

[Major  Porter:] 

I  liave  no  orders.  I  am  instructed  to  return  with  the  troops  to 
Washington. 

[KELGER.] 

Colonel  McDowell, 

Bridficport : 
Return  here  with  your  conjuiand. 

[PORTER.] 

Major  Belger  : 

How  soon  must  the  train  be  down  ?  It  is  difficult  to  start  them  thi.s 
time  of  day.  Do  you  wish  me  to  start  the  train  right  away  to  bring 
the  volunteers  up  ? 

PORTER. 

Major  Porter: 

I  will  answer  your  question  as  soon  as  the  general  returns  with  the 
instructions  from  canjp. 

[BELGER.] 
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Mr.  James  G.  Clarke, 

Superintendent  Northern  Central  Railroad,  Ashland: 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  train  arrives  with  workmen  I  wish  them  to  go  to 
work  repairing  the  road  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment.    I  shall  cause  them  to  be  protected  and  to  work,  and  have  taken 
charge  of  the  work  for  the  United  States  Government. 

F.  ,1.  PORTEE, 
A ssistan t  Adjutant- General. 

Asi-TLANn,  April  2S,  18(11. 
Major  Porter: 

1  will  try  and  do  so.  I  sent  to  York  for  some  pickles  and  raw  onions. 
Major  Belger  is  exceedingly  impatient  to  have  the  trains  arrive  to  take 
the  volunteers  back. 

J.  0.  (ILARKE. 

Harrisbttrg,  April  22,  1861. 
Major  Porter, 

Yorlc,  Pa. : 
Superintendent  Clarke  has  failed  to  stop  the  trains,  and  two  of  them 
are  at  Ashland,  while  the  rest  are  past  the  last  telegraphic  station  on 
their  way  down.  The  men  have  left  their  positions  and  are  standing 
on  the  track  ready  to  enter  the  cars.  What  orders  shall  be  sent? 
Answet. 

J.  I).  CAMERON. 

York — 11  p.  m. 
Mr.  Cameron: 

Do  not  Jet  any  train  move  till  I  see  General  Wynlcoop.  Jjet  the 
troops  go  to  their  places  and  sleep. 

F.  J.  P. 

Harrisburg, 
Major  Porter, 

Yorlc : 
Superintendent  Clarke  has  failed  to  stop  the  trains,  and  two  of  them 
are  at  Ashland,  while  the  rest  are  past  the  last  telegraphic  station  on 
their  way  down.  The  men  have  left  their  positions  and  are  standing 
on  the  track  ready  to  enter  the  cars.  Clarke  telegraphs  that  our  volun- 
teers are  surrounded  with  police  and  horse  troops  to  see  them  ofl",  and 
if  they  do  not  leave  promptly  a  fight  must  ensue,  and  that  damage  will 
probably  be  done  to  bridges  on  this  side.  Clarke  is  afraid  to  hold  the 
train  and  troops  until  you  arrive.  Under  the  circumstances  shall  he 
start  them?    Answer  us  at  Earrisburg. 

J.  T).  CAMERON. 
W.  J.  PALMiiE. 

York,  April  2H — 2  a.  in. 
J.  D.  Cameron: 

Tell  Mr.  Clarke  to  communicate  with  General  Wynkoop,  and  say  I 
am  coming  to  take  care  of  them. 

Later.— Stop  all  arrangements  for  sending  troops  in  this  direction 
from  Harrisburg.    I  will  be  in  Harrisburg  in  time  to  go  to  Philadelphia. 

F.  J.  PORTER. 
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Haekisburg,  [April  — .] 
Major  Porter, 

Capitol : 
You  will  oblige  me  by  detailing  one  company  to  guard  our  bridges 
between  this  and  Parktoii.    I  am  fearful  from  tlie  information  I  am 
now  receiving  that  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  destroy  them  to-night. 
You  should  hasten  the  dejiarture  of  the  troops  from  here. 
Yours, 

J.  D.  CAMERON, 

Vice-President. 

[April  22,  ISfil— ]..  m.] 
General  Wynkoop  : 
Where  are  you  going  with  your  command  ? 

PORTEK. 


April  2.3 — a.  m. 
[Ma,jor  Porter:] 

Ordered  from  Maryland  by  order  of  General  Scott  and  Secretary  of 
War.    You  have  my  order. 

WYNKOOP. 

General  W.: 
Can  you  camp  all  your  men  at  the  Junction  ? 

PORTER. 

[Major  Porter:] 

Have  nothing  but  unground  coifee,  rice,  and  beef.  No  supper  last 
night,  and  nothing  for  the  men  this  morning. 

[WYNKOOP.j 

Major  Porter  : 

I  cannot  get  the  coffee  made.  There  are  only  four  or  five  dwellings 
here,  it  would  require  300  gallons  to  give  each  man  a  pint.  Th«iy 
have  changed  camp  this  morning  to  the  woods  on  account  of  shade  and 
better  water.    A  regular  offlcer  was  clearly  wanted  last  night;  too 

n)uch  coiiifusion.    Several  accidents  resulted  from  the  want  of  order 

one  death. 

J.  C.  CLARKE. 


General  W. : 

I  will  send  meals  if  you  w\]\  secure  the  bridges  and  road  and  fix  your 
camp,  and  maintain  your  post  at  all  hazards. 

PORTER. 

Major  Poetee: 

No  ground  is  suitable  for  the  command  to  encamp  here.  At  York 
there  is  good  ground.  Will  obey  any  command  the  Government  gives 
me.    Think  it  would  be  best  to  stop  at  York,  and  not  here. 

[WYNKOOP.] 
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Mr.  Cameron  : 
Has  Colonel  McClellau  arrived? 

PORTEll. 

General  Wynkoop: 

Fix  a  camp.     Seize  every  bridge  iu  front  and  rear.     Itc-entbrcenienfc 
to  be  sent  vou  iiun)ediate]y ;  tents  also. 

POKTEll. 

[ftlajor  PoiiTEU:] 

There  is  no  ground  at  this  place  that  would  be  suitable  for  my  com 
maui1,  and  cannot  get  anv  near  road. 

[WYNKOOr.J 


York,  April  23 — a.  m. 
General  Wynkoop: 

The  Government  orders  that  this  road  be  secured  at  all  hazards.  Can 
you,  and  will  yon,  do  it?  Can  you,  and  will  you,  do  it  from  that  point 
or  by  advancing  to  Shrewsbury  "J  Go  to  Shrewsbury  if  you  can  execute 
your  orders. 

POllTEll. 


Major  Porter: 

If  I  take  my  command  out  here  I  cannot  hold  them  without  food. 
The  men  are  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  jnust  have  something  to  eat. 
Will  come  on  to  York  and  get  their  provisions  and  make  any  arrange 
meuts  that  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Government. 

[WYNKOOP.J 

General  W[ynkoop]: 

Where  is  Major  Belgerf     Tell  him  to  come  here. 

POltTElJ. 

General  W|YNKOorJ: 

I  will  supply  food  immediately  If  you  will  say  where  you  determine 
to  locate. 

POETElf. 

[Major  Porter:] 

Give  my  men  their  breakfast  at  York  and  I  can  then  take  them 
wherever  you  wish,  and  guard  all  the  bridges  on  the  road  if  sanctioned 
by  Secretary  of  War  or  General  Scott. 

[WYNKOOP.] 

General  W[ynkoopj: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  the  road  to  be  held  at  all  risk,  and  if 
vou  bring  all  your  men  here  you  will  lose  your  bridges. 

POKTEE. 
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I  Major  PoKTEB :  J 

Will  stop  in  the  cars  UDtil  1  can  liud  a  place  to  eucamp.  My  men 
must  have  tents  and  provisions.  Major  Belger  is  one  mile  and  a  half 
below  me,  in  last  car. 

[WYNKOOP.] 

General  W[ynkoop]  : 

1  will  send  provisions  immediately,  and  tents  are  to  come  from  the 
city  by  order  of  Governor  Curtin.  If  yon  can  let  Major  Belger  come  up, 
do  so.    Where  will  you  encamp  ? 

POltTEK. 

[Major  PoETER:] 

I  cannot  yet  say.  The  ground  must  be  found.  There  is  none  near 
the  road  here. 

[WYNKOOP.] 

General  W[ynkoopj  : 

Come  here  with  your  command  and  go  into  camp,  leaving  men  to 
guard  the  bridges  to  this  place. 

PORTEll. 

Hareisbueg,  A^tril  22. 
Col.  J.  F.  [F.J.J  PoRTEii: 

Please  send  commissary  and  camp  at  Oliambersburg.  We  send  two 
regiments  this  evening,  and  increase  the  camp  to  five  regiments  by 
Friday  if  wish  it. 

A.  G.  UUliTIN. 

Harrisburu,  April  2:1. 
General  Wynkoop, 

Yorl- : 

General  Williams  will  repair  immediately  to  Ghambersburg,  Pa.,  and 
assume  command  of  the  forces  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  as  rapidly  as  possible  put  them  in  a  condition  for  active 
service. 
By  command  of  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Scott : 

V.  J.  POliTEK, 
Assistant  Adjtitant-General. 

Col.  C.  Thomas, 

Deputy  Quartermaster- General,  I'hiladelphia: 
Cieneral  E.  C.  Williams  commanding  U.  S.  forces  at  Ghambersburg, 
Pa.     Tents  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  for  two  regiments  of  ten 
companies  each.     Each  company  seventy-seven  officers  and  men. 
By  order : 

[F.  ,(.  POllTEP.I 

York. 
Major  Porter: 

Do  not  know  where  General  Williams  is.  I  suppose  at  ITarrisburg. 
Have  forwarded  dispatch  to  him. 

GEO.  (J.   WYNKOOP. 
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HARRISBURG,  April  23,  1861. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Capitol : 

The  following-  message  received  for  yon: 

Pittsburg,  April  g:l. 
After  diligent  inquiry  uo  troops  are  en  route  from  Minnesota. 

.INO.  McNlT'J'. 

T.  A.  SCOTT. 

Major  Porter  :  '• 

A  frieud  in  the  office  desires  you  to  know  that  a  large  nnmber  of  the 
privates  and  officers  are  off  duty  on  leave  granted  by  those  in  charge. 
As  the  residence  of  many  of  the  parties  is  within  thirty  to  fifty  miles 
of  camp,  numbers  may  fail  to  return  to  the  service  for  regular  drill.  I 
promised  to  communicate  as  aboA'e. 

SOOTT. 


April  24,*  [1861.] 
General  Patterson  : 

Washington  will  fall  from  starvation  alone  within  ten  days.  Provis- 
ions and  men  must  be  sent  at  once.  Nothing  can  be  done  [in]  this  direc- 
tion. Three  regiments  at  York  can  be  profitably  used  if  on  arrival  in 
Philadelphia  they  are  supplied  with  cookiug  utensils  and  provisions. 

[F.  J.  PORTEB.] 

April  24,*  [1861.] 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  L.  Scott, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army: 

Washington  will  fall  from  starvation  alone  within  ten  days.    Effective 

aid  must  go  from  New  York,  and  if  by  transports,  well  guarded  against 

steam  privateers  off  Cape  Henry  and  in  the  bay  armed  with  0-pounder 

rifled  cannon.    I  stay  here  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  General-in-Chief. 

F.  J.  POETEE. 

Philadelphia,  April  21. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

I  have  your  telegram,  and  have  acted  on  your  suggestion,  I  will 
hurry  forward  the  men  now  here,  with  such  arms  and  ammunition  as 
we  have.  Provisions  and  cooking  utensils  are  being  prepared,  but  we 
suffer  sadly  for  want  of  experienced  officers  in  the  quartermaster's  and 
commissary  departments.  I  am  advised  that  at  least  5,000  additional 
troops  will  be  at  Annapolis  to-day  from  New  York  and  Massachusetts. 
If  the  three  regiments  now  at  York  can  be  made  available  to  withdraw 
the  attention  of  the  insurgents  from  the  Annapolis  route  they  should 
be  retained  for  that  purpose. 

E.  PATTERSON. 

HarRISBXTRG,  April  24. 

General  Patterson: 

•  A  bearer  of  dispatches  foryouhasjustarrivedfrom  Washington.    He 

says  provisions  will  last — abundant  for  the  present.    Ee-enforcements 
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•will  soon  be  in  on  tbo  Annapolis  route.  Camp  and  garrison  equipage 
should  be  sent  to  the  troops  called  into  service,  and  they  not  permitted 
to  rely  on  hotels.  I  directed  Captain  Turnley,  assistant  quartermaster, 
to  report  for  duty  to  Ool.  Charles  Thomas.  It  will  be  well  to  add  to 
instead  of  decreasing  the  force  at  York.  1  go  to  Washington  at  8  a.  ra. 
to-morrow.  F.  J.  POKTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Philadelphia,  [April]  l'4. 
Col.  F.  J.  Poutek: 

We  are  procuring  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  will  soon  be  able 
to  furnish  proper  supplies  to  the  troops  called  into  service.  Let  the 
two  regiments  at  Camp  Curtin  be  ordered  to  join  General  Wynkoop  for 
instruction,  and  to  give  him  such  a  force  as  will  distract  the  attention 
of  the  parties  across  the  line.     General  Keim  goes  down  to-night  Avith 

nearly  two  regiments. 

Pv.  PATTERSON. 

April  24. 
Major  Pouter, 

Office  Northern  Central  Bailroad: 
Has  your  messenger  gone  to  Washington  ?     If  not,  send  him  u])  here. 

A.  G.  CURTIN. 

Governor  Cxtetin, 

Capitol : 
I  go,  also  Col.  Andrew  Porter  and  Thomas  A.  Scott,  at  8  to-morrow 
via  Hagerstown  and  Frederick. 

J'\  ,1.  PORTER. 
[2.] 


War  Department, 

Washington,  May  2,  ISRl. 
Majjor  Webb  : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April,  stating  that  in 
consequence  of  the  arrival  of  large  numbers  of  troops  in  this  city,  the 
emergency  has  ceased  which  called  the  company  now  commanded  by 
you  into  service,  and  that  you  would  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  have  an 
authority  to  disband  your  company,  and  have  an  honorable  discharge 
from  service  for  it.  Concurring  fully  with  you,  1  readily  grant  you  the 
authority  asked  for,  and  iu  doing  so  I  beg  to  extend  to  yon,  and  through 
you  to  the  men  under  your  command,  the  assurance  of  my  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  very  prompt  and  patriotic  manner  in  whicih  your  company 
was  organized  for  tlie  defense  of  the  capital,  and  the  very  efiicieut 
service  rendered  by  it  during  the  time  of  its  existence. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
[2.J  Secretary  of  War. 

Special  Orders,  )  '  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Washington, 

No.  35.  ]  Washington,  I).  C,  May  2,  1861. 

Maj.  G.  D,  Ramsay,  of  the  Ordnance  Corps,  in  command  of  the  U.  S. 
Arsenal,  will  command  such  troops  as  are  stationed  there  for  its  pro- 
tection according  to  his  rank  in  the  Army.    He  will  cause  the  volunteer 
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militia  mustered  into  the  service  to  be  tborougbly  instructed  in  the 
drills  and  practiced  at  the  target  without  delay. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Mansfield : 

THBO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqes.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  40.  j  Washington,  1).  (J.,  May  3, 1S61. 

The  foot  companies  of  volunteers  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  will  be  organized  in  battalions  according 
to  the  plan  approved  by  the  lieutenant-general  conjtnanding  in  chief, 
and  the  field  officers  will  be  assigned  to  command  by  the  colonel 
commanding. 

The  President's  Mounted  Guard  will  not  be  attached  to  any  battalion, 
but  will  be  reported  direct  to  the  headquarters  District  of  Columbia. 

Bach  commandant  of  battalion  will  appoint  an  acting  sergeant-major 
and  quartermaster-sergeant  for  his  battalion. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Mansfield: 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  3,  1801. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Ohio  Volunteers,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Sir  :  I  have  read  and  carefully  considered  your  plan  for  a  campaign,* 
and  ]iow  send  you  confidentially  my  own  views,  supported  by  certain 
facts  of  which  you  should  be  advised. 

ri*st.  It  is  the  design  of  the  Government  to  raise  25,000  additional 
regular  troops,  and  60,000  volunteers  for  three  years.  It  will  be  inex- 
pedient either  to  rely  on  the  three-months'  volunteers  for  extensive 
operations  or  to  put  iu  their  hands  the  best  class  of  arms  we  have  in 
store.  The  term  of  service  would  expire  by  tbe  commencement  of  a 
regular  campaign,  and  the  arms  not  lost  be  returned  mostly  in  a  dam- 
aged condition.  Hence  I  must  strongly  urge  ui)on  you  to  confine  your- 
self strictly  to  the  quota  of  three-months'  men  called  for  by  the  War 
l>e]iartment. 

Second.  We  rely  greatly  on  the  sure  operation  of  a  complete  blockade 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  ports  soon  to  commence.  In  connection  with 
such  blockade  we  propose  a  powerful  movement  down  the  Mississippi 
to  the  ocean,  with  a  cordon  of  posts  at  proper  points,  and  the  capture 
of  Forts  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip;  the  object  being  to  clear  out  and 
keep  open  this  great  line  of  communication  in  conne<;tion  witli  the  strict 
blockade  of  the  seaboard,  so  as  to  envelop  the  insurgent  States  and 
bring  thein  to  terms  with  less  bloodshed  than  by  any  other  plan.  I 
suppose  there  will  be  needed  from  twelve  to  twenty  steam  gun -boats, 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  steam  transports  (say  forty)  to  carry  all  the 
personnel  (say  60,000  men)  and  material  of  the  expedition;  most  of  the 
gun-boats  to  be  in  advance  to  open  the  way,  and  the  remainder  to  follow 
and  protect  the  rear  of  the  expedition,  &c.    This  army,  in  which  it  is 
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*  See  McClellan  to  Scott,  April  27,  p.  338. 
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not  improbable  you  may  be  invited  to  take  an  important  part,  should  be 
composed  of  our  best  regulars  for  the  advance  and  of  three-years'  volun- 
teers, all  ■well  officered,  and  with  four  months  and  a  half  of  instruction 
in  camps  prior  to  (say)  November  10.  In  the  progress  down  the  river 
all  the  enemy's  batteries  on  its  banks  we  of  course  would  turn  and  cap- 
ture, leaving  a  sufficient  number  of  posts  with  complete  garrisons  to 
keep  the  river  open  behind  the  expedition.  Finally,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  New  Orleans  should  be  strongly  occu])ied  and  securely  held 
until  the  present  difficulties  are  composed. 

Third.  A  word  now  as  to  the  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  this 
plan — the  great  danger  now  jDressing  upon  us — the  imjiatience  of  our 
patriotic  and  loyal  Union  friends.  They  will  urge  instant  and  vigorous 
action,  regardless,  I  fear,  of  consequences — that  is,  unwilling  to  wait 
for  the  slow  instruction  of  (say)  twelve  or  fifteen  camps,  for  the  rise  of 
rivers,  and  the  return  of  frosts  to  kill  the  virus  of  malignant  fevers 
below  Memphis.  1  fear  this;  but  impress  right  views,  on  every  proper 
occasion,  upon  the  brave  men  who  are  hastening  to  the  support  of  their 
Government.  Lose  no  time,  while  necessary  preparations  for  tlie  great 
expedition  are  in  progress,  in  organizing,  drilling,  and  disciplining  your 
three-months'  men,  many  of  whom,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ultimately  found 
enrolled  under  the  call  for  three-years'  volunteers.  Should  an  urgent 
and  immediate  occasion  arise  meantime  for  their  services,  they  will  be 
the  more  effective.  I  commend  these  views  to  your  consideration,  and 
shall  be  happy  to  hear  the  result. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[2-] 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  43.  (  Washington,  JJ.  C,  May  4,  1861. 

The  Sixth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  commanded  by 
C<fl.  E.  F.  Jones,  will  without  delay  proceed  to  Annapolis  Junction,  and 
on  its  arrival  there  the  commander  of  the  regiment  will  report  in  person 
to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Mansfield: 

THBO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
[2.] 


Headquarters  Ohio  Volunteer  Militia, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  May  i,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  Army:  The  First 
Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  Second  Regiment,  detached  in  Penn- 
sylvania, is  at  Camp  Harrison,  seven  miles  from  Cincinnati,  on  the 
Cincinnati,  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad.  The  muster-rolls  of  these 
regiments  have  been  kept  open  for  a  few  days  to  enable  the  captains  to 
replace  the  rejected  men ;  probably  closed  to-day.  Of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade the  First  Regiment  is  in  Pennsylvania;  the  Fourth  and  Eleventh 
at  Camp  Dennison,  both  mustered  in ;  the  Eighth  at  Camp  Denuison, 
also  mustered.    Of  the  Seventh,  a  working  party,  100  strong,  went  to 
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Camp  Dennison  this  morning.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment  will 
reach  here  to-morrow  and  Camp  Dennison  on  Monday.  The  mustering 
of  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  is  nearly  completed.  A  working  party 
of  100  from  each  will  go  to  Camp  Dennison  on  Monday  morning,  the 
regiments  following  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  ten  regiments  of  State 
troops  will  mostly  he  in  the  same  camp  by  the  close  of  the  week.  I 
now  think  it  will  bo  advisable,  both  for  efficiency  and  economy,  to 
remove  the  First  Brigade  to  Camp  Dennison  at  an  early  day.  I  may 
replace  it  by  one  or  two  regiments  of  State  troops. 

Camp  Dennison  is  situated  directly  on  the  Little  Miami  Eiver  and 
railroad,  seventeen  miles  from  Cincinnati.  There  is  space  for  nearly 
30,000  men,  and  the  location  is  such  that  they  can  be  moved  rapidly  to 
any  part  of  the  State,  as  well  as  to  Cincinnati,  to  which  place  there  is 
also  an  excellent  turnpike  but  twelve  miles  in  length.  I  have  already 
taken  steps  to  obtain  early  information  of  any  movements  from  the 
south  on  Cincinnati,  and  hope  soon  to  be  in  condition  to  meet  it.  I 
would  suggest  that  sucli  an  advance  can  but  be  met  by  crossing  to  the 
Kentucky  side,  and  would  impress  upon  the  general  that  1  am  fully 
aware  of  the  necessity  of  taking  no  such  step  prematurely.  I  have  sent 
Lieutenant  Poe  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  southeastern  frontier,  to 
obtain  information  concerning  the  Virginia  side,  particularly  the  valley 
of  the  Great  Kanawha  and  Fishing  Creek,  at  the  base  of  the  Pan 
Handle.  He  is  also  instructed  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
state  of  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Virginia  side,  and  to  organize 
means  of  obtaining  reliable  and  constant  information  from  that  quarter. 
I  have  sent  about  500  stand  of  arms  belonging  to  the  State  and  some 
ammunition  to  the  most  exposed  and  alarmed  points  of  that  frontier.  I 
have  steadily  resisted  all  application  for  troops  in  that  direction  for 
the  present,  not  having  any  regiments  armed  and  disciplined,  but  hav- 
ing them  in  position  to  check  any  strong  attack  without  delay.  I  have 
also  felt  that  it  would  be  politic  to  avoid  any  display  of  force  immedi- 
ately on  the  frontier  until  I  could  learn  the  policy  of  the  lieutenant- 
gen  aial. 

I  Avould  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  to  cover  Steubenville  and  protect 
the  loyal  people  of  the  Pan  Handle,  the  most  decisive  movement,  next 
to  an  advance  up  the  Kanawha,  would  be  to  occupy  the  line  of  Fishing 
Creek,  directly  at  the  base  of  the  Pan  Handle.  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  this  to  be  a  strong  position,  but  shall  know  all  about  it  in  a  few 
days.  I  learned  to-day  from  a  confidential  and  reliable  source  that  there 
are  at  Memphis  three  steamers,  the  H,  E.  W.  Hill,  Mars,  and  Ohio  Belle, 
chartered  by  General  Pillow,  said  to  be  destined  for  Cairo.  I  at  once 
telegraphed  Governor  Yates,  Colonel  Prentiss,  and  the  adjutaTit-general 
of  the  Department  of  the  West.  I  shall  send  down  to-morrow  night 
two  secret  agents,  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this,  and  will 
at  once  inform  you,  as  well  as  the  commanding  ofdcer  at  Cairo,  of  the 
result.  I  have  no  reason  at  the  present  time  to  apprehend  any  imme 
diate  danger  on  the  frontier,  but  am  certain  that  we  should  be  on  our 
guard.  I  will  commence  the  distribution  of  arms  to  the  men  early  in 
the  week.  No  accouterments  have  yet  reached  us.  I  hope  by  Monday 
or  Tuesday  to  be  able  to  commence  regular  reports  and  returns.  I  feel 
the  want  of  a  good  adjutant-general  very  much. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-  General^  (Jommamling. 
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Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  27.  )  Philadelphia,  May  6,  1861. 

I.  Colonel  Nagle's  regiment  will  at  once  replace  at  Newark  by  one 
company,  Elkton  by  three  companies,  North  East  by  one  company,  and 
Charleston  by  one  company,  the  detachments  of  Colonel  Dare's  regiment, 
at  those  places.  The  detachments  of  Colonel  Dare's  regiment  will,  on 
being  relieved,  be  gathered  at  Perryville  and  again  be  distributed  by 
Colonel  Dare  under  special  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 
*  *  *  #  »  *  * 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POKTER, 

[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  or  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  8,  1861. 
Major-General  Sandford,  Ne^^■  York: 

Nobody  more  highly  estimates  your  value  as  a  soldier  than  myself, 
and  you  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome  from  me.  More  than  one  brigade 
of  your  troops  are  here  and  more  expected.  Your  right  to  follow  them 
and  command  them  is  unquestionable,  but  your  presence  will  be  attended 
with  one  disadvantage.  We  are  in  critical  circumstances,  and  it  would 
take  you  weeks  to  make  you  as  well  acquainted  with  localities,  officers, 
and  men  as  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Mansfield,  whom  you  would  super- 
sede as  the  commander  of  the  department.  Send  troops  by  ocean  aud 
the  Potomac  Eiver. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[2.]  

General  Orders,  \  Hdqbs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  20.  \  Washington,  JJ.  C,  May  8,  1861. 

Maj.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  First  Eegiment  of  Infantry,  having  reported 
for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  agreeably  to  General  Orders,  No.  12, 
from  the  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  he  is  hereby 
appointed  acting  inspector-general  and  attached  to  the  headquarters  of 
this  dey)artnient,  and  will  be  obeyed  aud  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 

[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  32.  i  Philadelphia,  May  8,  1861. 

III.  The  relations  of  the  General  Government  to  the  railroad  and 
steain-boat  companies  hence  to  Annapolis  and  Baltimore  are  the  same 
as  heretofore  existing,  and  no  control  is  exercised  over  their  means  of 
transportation,  except  the  Government  fixes  the  kind  of  passengers  and 
supplies  which  shall  not  be  transported,  aud  an  understanding  exists 
that  for  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies  for  the  Government  to 
take  precedence.    *    *    * 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTEE, 

[2.J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqtjabteks  Ohio  Volunteee  Militia, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  9,  1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army : 

General:  I  feel  assured  tliat  you  not  only  will  not  misunderstand 
me,  but  that  you  will  patiently  bear  with  me  while  I  jnake  an  appeal  to 
you  that  involves  the  entire  interests  of  my  command  and  of  the  West. 
I  assumed  control  of  an  unorganized  mass  of  men,  with  neither  arms, 
clothing,  equipments,  supplies,  discipline,  instruction,  nor  money.    I 
had  no  staff — not  one  single  instructed  officer  to  assist  me — no  orders, 
no  authority  to  do  anything.     I  knew  that  it  must  be  your  intention 
that  tlie  troops  should  be  rendered  efficient  in  the  shortest  possible 
time  and  that  economy  should  be  introduced.     I  felt  that,  from  the 
many  instances  of  official  and  personal  kindness  I  had  received  from 
you,  I  could  implicitly  rely  upon  your  support  in  any  reasonable  meas- 
ures that  might  be  taken  by  me.    Please  remember,  too,  that  for  several 
days  we  were  entirely  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  Washington, 
and  that  it  was  but  fair  to  suppose  that  it  might  at  any  moment  prove 
necessary  for  me  to  move  to  the  assistance  of  the  general  under  whom 
I  learned  my  first  lessons  in  war  and  whom  I  have  been  and  ever  shall 
be  ready  to  support  to  the  bitter  end.     Under  these  circumstances  I 
for  many  days  performed  in  person  the  duties  of  all  the  staff  depart- 
ments— imperfectly,  it  is  true,  but  i)erhaps  as.  fully  as  one  man  could. 
Knowing  that  Captain  Dickerson  was  unemployed,  I  wrote  to  General 
Harney,  begging  him  to  lend  me  the  captain.    In  his  absence  Major 
McKinstry  was  kind  enough  to  send  the  captain  to  me,  and  I  at  once 
put  him  at  work.    Captain  Burns  providentially  made  his  appearance 
with  no  duty  on  his  hands.     I  took  the  opportunity,  and  kept  him  until 
I  could  obtain  your  approval.     These  officers  have  done  themselves 
infinite  credit — they  have  introduced  system  and  economy;  everything 
is  going  on  in  the  regular  order,  and  they  have  saved  many  thousands 
of  dollars  for  the  General  Government.    I  learn  that  the  corresponding 
departments  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  are  totally  disorganized,  and  I 
counted  upon  these  officers  to  introduce  among  the  volunteers  from 
those  States  a  system  as  good  as  that  now  existing  in  Oliio.    I  cannot 
supply  their  places;  there  are  no  men  in  these  States  competent  to 
perform  the  duty.    If  you  will  give  me  these  two  officers,  general,  I 
will  undertake  that  they  shall  jierform  the  whole  duty  of  their  depart- 
ments in  the  district  to  tlie  command  of  which  I  may  be  assigned. 
Without  them  I  feel  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  organizing  the  serv- 
ice.   I  would  also  urge  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  retain  Captain 
Granger,  whose  regiment  is  in  New  Mexico.      He  knows  now  most 
of  the  volunteers  from  this  State,  and  is  really  indispensable  to  assist 
me  in  my  efforts  to  instruct  the  officers  and  introduce  discipline.    Next 
to  maintaining  the  honor  of  my  country,  general,  the  first  aim  of  my 
life  is  to  iustify  the  good  opinion  you  have  expressed  concerning  me, 
and  to  piove  that  the  great  soldier  of  our  country  can  not  only  com- 
mand armies  himself,  but  teach  others  to  do  so.    T  do  not  expect  your 
mantle  to  fall  on  my  shoulders,  for  no  man  is  worthy  to  wear  it;  but  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  said  hereafter  that  I  was  no  unworthy  disciple  of 
your  school.     I  cannot  handle  this  mass  of  men,  general;  I  cannot 
make  an  army  to  carry  out  your  views  unless  I  have  the  assistance  of 
instructed  soldiers.    There  are  multitudes  of  brave  men  in  the  West, 
but  no  soldiers.     I  frankly  and  most  earnestly  call  upon  you  to  supply 
the  want.    1  need  not  only  the  officers  I  have  named,  but  a  first-rate 
adjutant-general  and  two  good  aides-de-camp.     Major  Porter  is  my 
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l)i'eference  as  adjutaiit-geiieral.  If  I  cauiiot  Lave  liiiii  1  would  be  glad 
to  have  Captain  Williams.  Webb,  of  the  I'lftli  Infantry,  and  youug 
Kingsbury,  just  graduatiug,  would  suit  me  well  as  aides.  The  condi- 
tion of  things  out  here  really  makes  an  ordnance  officer  necessary. 
Captain  Eeuo  would  be  glad  to  serve  with  irie,  and  I  would  be  very  glad 
to  liave  him.  I  have  written  frankly  to  you,  general,  for  1  am  sure  you 
will  understand  me  and  will  not  misinterpret  my  motives.  The  good 
of  the  service  is  what  I  seek.  I  cannot  work  without  tools.  I  cannot 
be  everywhere  and  do  everything  myself.  Give  me  the  men  and  I  will 
answer  for  it  that  I  will  take  care  of  the  rest.  I  have  urgent  demands 
for  heavy  guns.  None  are  yet  within  my  reach,  notwithstanding  your 
orders.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  competent  officer  should  at 
once  go  to  Cairo  and  give  directions  as  to  its  defense.  I  have  none  at 
my  disposal,  and  have  not  the  authority  to  go  myself.  Not  one  dollar 
have  I  yet  received  from  the  General  Government  nor  any  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  the  steps  I  have  taken,  pjxcuse,  general,  the  length  of 
this.  The  matter  is  urgent,  and  I  cannot  well  place  it  in  a  smaller  com- 
pass. I  ask  your  personal  attention  to  it,  and  whatever  the  decision 
may  be  I  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  and  take  my  measures  accordingly. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major- General. 
[2.] 


Headqttaktebs  Ohio  Volunteek  Militia, 

Cincinnati,  May  10,  18(11. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsekd, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SiK :  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Lieut.  L.  A.  Williams,  Tenth 
Regiment  Infantry,  who  is  personally  cognizant  of  many  of  the  facts 
stated.  Tlie  frontier  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  is  in  a  very  excited  and 
almost  dangerous  condition.  In  Ohio  there  is  more  calmness.  I  have 
been  in  more  full  communication  with  the  people.  A  few  arms  have  been 
supplied,  and  all  means  have  been  taken  to  quiet  them  along  the  fron- 
tier. Special  messengers  have  reached  me  from  the  Governors  of  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois  demanding  heavy  guns  and  expressing  great  ahum.  I 
sent  Lieutenant  Williams  to  confer  with  Governor  Morton ;  to  tell  him 
that  I  have  no  heavy  guns,  and  to  explain  to  him  the  impropriety  of 
placing  them  in  position  along  the  frontier  just  at  the  present  time.  I 
have  promised  Governor  Yates  some  heavy  guns  at  Cairo  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  them.  I  have  as  yet  received  none  from  Pittsburg,  and  learn 
from  Major  Symington  that  they  are  to  come  from  New  York.  No  time 
should  be  lost  in  forwarding  a  supply.  It  is  on  every  account  important 
that  the  wliole  Western  frontier  should  be  placed  under  one  command 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  people  will  gladly  defer  to  military  control, 
and  it  is  important  to  calm  them  at  once.  If  the  general  commandino' 
still  intends  giving  me  the  command,  I  would  state  that  my  view  of  the 
proper  policy  is  to  occupy  Cairo  strongly,  thongh  jiot  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  men ;  to  avoid  at  other  points  on  the  river  a  display  of  ti'oops  or 
artillery  at  the  present  moment,  but  to  hold  them  at  central  points 
ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice;  to  encourage  the  organization  of 
the  people  along  the  line  into  companies  armed  with  private  weapons 
until  we  nre  prepared  to  do  better  for  them. 

Whenever  Cairo  is  placed  under  my  command  1  should  propose  estab- 
lishing a  battery  of  heavy  guns  at  the  extreme  southern  point— a  few 
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light  guns  at  the  other  angles  of  the  line;  all  these  batteries  to  be  pro- 
tected by  stockades  or  earth- works,  and  closed  at  the  gorge  so  as  to 
resist  an  assault ;  the  levee  to  be  patrolled,  a  few  guard  boats  employed, 
and  three  gun-boats  (steam  tugs  from  Lake  Michigan  would  answer  a 
good  purpose)  to  be  stationed  near  Cairo,  heavily  armed,  provided  with 
rockets,  &c.  I  would  also  recommend  that  one  or  two  of  the  Missouri 
regiments  be  stationed  at  Bird's  Point,  opposite  Cairo,  on  the  Mis- 
souri side,  and  that  they  be  intrenched  there.  With  these  precautions 
1  think  that  two  or  three  regiments  will  sulfice  for  the  defense  of  Cairo. 
Ee-enfor(;ements  can  be  placed  on  the  line  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road in  healthy  positions.  The  gunboats  should  be  furnished  at  once. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  send  one  of  the  Eandall  companies  of  artillery 
to  Cairo.  A  park  of  artillery,  with  small  magazines,  should  be  estab- 
lished near  Cincinnati.  We  have  nothing  of  that  kind  in  the  West,  and 
are  totally  destitute  of  heavy  guns  and  ammunition.  1  hear  a  great 
deal  of  threatening  news  from  the  vicinity  of  Nashville,  Memphis,  &c. 
Much  of  it  is  no  doubt  exaggerated,  yet  there  is  enough  to  show  that 
there  is  danger  on  this  frontier;  and  in  this  connection  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  General-in-Chief  to  the  fact  that  we  have  no  heavy 
guns,  no  efficient  artillery  of  any  kind,  no  cavalry,  no  money — few,  in 
fact,  of  the  elements  of  defense.  In  any  event  engineer  troops  should 
be  organized,  intrenching  tools,  bridge  trains,  &c.,  be  prepared,  recon- 
naissances conducted,  artillery  and  ammunition  placed  in  readiness. 

I  cannot  disguise  from  myself  the  fact  that  this  frontier  is  constantly 
liable  to  trouble  along  the  entire  length,  and  that  we  cannot  too  soon 
be  prepared  to  meet  it.  I  hear  of  concentration  of  troops  at  Kashville, 
Corintli,  Point  Pleasant  (opposite  Gallipolis),  &c.  No  doubt  there  is 
some  truth  in  these  rumors,  though  perhaps  exaggerated.  I  am  very 
anxious  to  learn  the  views  of  the  general  in  regard  to  Western  Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky,  and  Missouri.  At  any  moment  it  may  become  neces- 
sary to  act  in  some  one  of  these  directions.  From  reliable  information 
I  am  sure  that  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  is  a  traitor.  Buckner  is 
under  his  influence,  so  it  is  necessary  to  watch  them.  1  hear  to  night 
thaf  1,000  secessionists  are  concentrating  at  a  point  opposite  Gallipolis. 
Cairo  is  threatened.  In  view  of  these  things,  colonel,  1  again  urge  that 
I  may  have  a  few  regular  officers  to  complete  my  staff,  so  that  I  may 
promptly  organize  this  mass  of  volunteers  and  be  pre]iared  to  meet 
any  emergency.  To  defend  Cincinnati,  if  threatened,  I  see  but  one 
proper  course,  viz,  to  ciross  the  river  and  occupy  the  heights.  I  wish 
the  general's  views  on  this  point.  Should  the  emergency  occur,  and 
no  orders  to  tlie  contrary  reach  me,  I  will  take  the  responsibility  of 
this  step.  Governor  Morton  is  anxious  to  establish  batteries  against 
Louisville.  I  cannot  permit  this  at  present;  it  would  only  serve  to 
irritate.  I  think  we  should  watch  for  a  little  time  longer  the  develop- 
ment of  affairs  in  Kentucky  before  resorting  to  any  threatening  meas- 
ures. The  moral  effect  of  the  presence  of  troops  at  Cairo,  Evausville, 
and  Camp  Dennison  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  reassure  the  Union  men 
in  Kentucky,  although  I  confess  that  I  think  all  our  calculations  should 
be  based  on  the  supposition  that  Kentucky  will  secede;  everything 
points  in  that  direction,  and  I  fear  the  mania  will  reach  them  in  due 
time.  Major  Burbank  informed  me  to  day  that  he  had  not  arms  enough 
for  his  command.  I  requested  him  to  make  a  requisition  on  me,  and 
promised  to  supply  the  deficiency  from  Columbus.  What  are  my  rela- 
tions to  be  with  Newport  Barracks'?  In  any  event  I  shall  feel  bound 
to  afford  the  commanding  officer  every  assistance  in  my  power.  It  is 
very  necessary  that  I  should  receive  eventual  orders  as  to  the  course 
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to  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  the  secession  of  Kentucky,  whether  New- 
port liarracks  are  to  be  held  or  abandoned,  whether  other  points  on 
that  side  are  to  be  occupied  or  not,  &c.  It  would  be  difficult  to  hold 
the  barracks  alone  in  the  presence  of  an  inimical  population  or  a  hostile 
force.  We  must  either  abandon  it  or  occupy  more  ground ;  the  latter 
probably  preferable. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  Kentucky  regiments  (so  called)  might 
serve  a  good  pixrpose  on  the  other  side.  It  is  i)robable  that  less  excite- 
ment would  be  created  by  a  movement  of  these  Kentucky  troops  on  the 
Covington  Heights  than  by  a  similar  disposition  of  the  Ohio  troops.  I 
learned  by  telegram  from  extraneous  sources  that  Western  Pennsylvania 
and  Western  Virginia  were  to  be  placed  in  my  department.  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  submit  some  views  in  regard  to  Western  Virginia  as  soon 
as  Lieutenant  Poe  returns.  In  the  meantime  I  would  suggest  the 
importance  of  Cumberland,  the  base  of  the  Pan  Handle,  and  tlie  valley 
of  the  Great  Kanawha.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  commence  the  organ- 
ization of  some  means  of  land  transportation  on  a  reasonable  scale? 
If  the  rumored  concentration  of  the  Southern  and  Southwesterji  troops 
is  really  on  Lynchburg,  it  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  for  me  to  move 
up  the  Kanawha.  If  Cincinnati  or  Cairo  be  the  real  i^oint  (as  I  am 
more  than  half  inclined  to  think),  it  will  be  still  more  necessary  for  me 
to  advance  and  strike  a  sharp  blow.  It  will  never  do  to  remain  on  the 
defensive  at  this  place.  If  at  all  encouraged  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, the  State  would  be  glad  to  raise  some  companies  of  cavalry,  that 
would  be  of  great  benefit  along  certain  points  of  the  frontier.  What 
can  I  ultimately  expect  in  the  way  of  regular  cavalry  and  light  bat- 
teries'? It  is  important  that  I  should  know  at  an  early  day,  for  I  wish 
to  impress  upon  the  general  that  the  information  in  my  possession 
tends  to  convince  nie  that  we  may  have  work  on  our  hands  at  no  very 
distant  day  if  we  wait  some  time  before  assuming  the  offensive.  I 
would  be  glad  to  organize  one  of  the  Eandall  companies  as  a  light 
battery  by  way  of  a  beginning.  In  view  of  the  absence  of  supplies  in 
the  West  I  would  urge  the  establishment  of  an  advance  depot  at  an 
early  day.  Lieutenant  Williams  is  in  possession  of  many  of  my  views 
that  I  have  not  time  to  commit  to  paper  at  present.  I  hope  it  may  be 
convenient  to  send  him  back  at  once  with  a  reply  to  this,  and  that  the 
general  will  find  it  possible  to  give  mc  some  regular  officers,  Lieuten- 
ant Williams  among  the  number. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[2-]  Major- Oeneral. 

General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  1.  (  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  13,  1861. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  14,  dated  War  Department,  Adjutant- 
General's  Oflice,  Washington,  May  3, 18G1,  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois  have  been  embodied  in  a  new  military  department  called 
the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  the  distinguislied  honor  of  commanding 
which  has  been  assigned  to  the  undersigned,  who  hereby  assumes  com- 
mand. 

All  reports  required  by  the  Army  Kegulations  will  hereafter  be  for- 
warded to  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[2-]  Major-  G  eneral. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  23.  (  Washington,  D.  C,  May  14, 1861. 

I.  8urg.  A.  N.  McLaren,  medical  staff,  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported 
for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  in  accordance  witli  instructions  from 
the  War  Department,  he  is  hereby  announced  as  medical  director  of 
tliis  department. 

II.  Surg.  0.  H.  Laub,  medical  staff,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  announced 
as  medical  purveyor  for  this  department. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Manslleld : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

No.  7.  s  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  14,  1861. 

Until  further  orders  Maj.  E.  B.  Marcy,  LT.  S.  Army,  will  perform  the 
duties  of  assistant  adjutant- general  of  this  department. 
By  order  of: 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

No.  8.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  14,  1861. 

Gapt.  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Engineers,  having  reported  to  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  department,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  chief 
engineer  of  this  department. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  McClellau : 

K.  B.  MAKCY, 
Acting  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  ])epartment  up  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  14,  1861, 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Colonel  :  Some  ten  days  since  I  dispatched  Lieut.  O.  M.  Poe,  Topo- 
graphical lingineers,  on  a  reconnaissance  of  the  southeastern  frontier  of 
this  State.  His  trip  extended  from  Portsmouth  to  Wlieeling,  whence  he 
returned  liist  night.  His  oi^iniou  is  that  the  frontier  m  that  direction  is 
in  no  immediate  danger;  tliat  a  small  collection  of  militia  on  the  Kana- 
wha, some  twenty  miles  above  its  mouth,  is  the  only  encampment  on 
that  frontier;  that  the  border  inhabitants  of  Eastern  Kentucky  are 
eminently  loyal,  while  the  Western  Virginians  from  the  Kentucky  line 
to  Parkersburg  are  rotten,  but  loyal  above  the  latter  point.  It  is  also 
his  opinion  that  a  display  of  troops  immediately  on  the  frontier,  unless 
with  a  view  of  crossing  over,  would  be  injudicious  at  the  present  moment. 
These  opinions  are  corroborated  by  other  information  in  my  possession 
and  seem  to  me  sound. 

At  the  present  moment  I  am  more  anxious  about  Cairo  than  any  other 
poiut,  and  strongly  urge  that  the  heavy  guns  needed  for  that  point  may 
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be  forwarded  at  once.  It  seems  that  all  the  carriages  for  the  heavy  gaus 
and  most  of  the  guns  intended  for  me  have  to  come  from  Watervliet  and 
other  Eastern  arsenals.  It  is  my  opinion  that  at  least  six  heavy  guns, 
say  three  8  inch  howitzers  and  three  24-pounders,  should  be  at  Cairo  in 
the  shortest  possible  time.  I  will  endeavor  to  go  to  Cairo  today ;  shall 
certainly  send  Captain  Benham  there  immediately  on  his  arrival.  I 
design  so  covering  the  batteries  as  to  render  them  secure  against  assault, 
and  would  again  urge  the  importance  of  occupying  Bird's  Point,  on  the 
Missouri  side.  It  will  probably  be  necessary  to  intrench  a  small  force 
at  Mound  City  to  cover  the  rear  of  Cairo.  I  have  been  anxiously 
awaiting  Major  Bell,  of  the  ordnance,  for  the  last  day  or  two,  that  he 
may  at  once  take  steps  toward  the  manufacture  of  infantry  accouter- 
ments  and  the  preparation  of  ammunition.  Arms  will  be  issued  to  all 
the  Ohio  Volunteers  by  to-morrow.  I  deferred  it  until  it  could  be  done 
with  regularity  and  to  afford  the  opportunity  of  making  some  progress 
in  organization  and  discii)line  before  placing  arms  in  their  hands.  To 
revert  to  Cairo,  the  presence  of  some  armed  steamers  there  seems  to 
me  indispensable  and  to  admit  of  no  delay.  Is  it  not  necessary  here  to 
provide  some  limited  means  of  transportation  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  11,  1861, 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Ad jutatit- General : 
Colonel  :  Capt.  H.  W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers,  arrived  this 
morning.  He  left  for  Cairo  this  afternoon  with  instructions  to  place 
that  point  in  a  thorough  state  of  defense.  I  gave  him  my  general  ideas 
and  directions,  and  will  endeavor  to  follow  him  to-morrow.  No  time 
should  be  lost  in  forwarding  carriages  for  the  heavy  guns  from  Water- 
vliet, as  there  are  none  at  Pittsburg.  It  is  vitally  important  to  have 
heavy  guns  at  Cairo.  I  hope  to  be  allowed  to  mount  one  of  the  Randall 
companies  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  My  letters  from  Wheeling  indicate 
that  the  time  rapidly  approaches  when  we  ir.'.st  be  prepared  to  sustain 
the  Union  men  there.  A  movement  on  Parkersburg  and  the  Grafton 
branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  seems  the  proper  one  for 
that  pui-pose.  Cumberland  shoiild  also  be  occupied  by  the  Pennsylva- 
nia troops.  I  am  not  yet  officially  informed  whether  I  have  anything 
to  do  with  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  I  have  application's 
for  arms  and  for  receiving  into  the  service  troops  from  Virginia.  I  can- 
not urge  too  strongly  the  necessity  of  my  receiving  some  expression  of 
the  views  of  the  Administration  on  these  points. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAF, 
[^•]  Major- General. 

^       „   „  New  York,  May  14, 1861. 

Hon.  S.  Oajieron,  ' 

Secretary  of  War : 
Sir:  I  have  been  appointed  a  major-general  of  the  volunteer  militia 
of  this  State,  and  presume  that  notice  of  my  appointment  has  been 
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communicated  to  you.    The  regiments  to  compose  my  division  have  not 
yet  been  assigned,  but  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  to  communicate 
with  you  and  receive  your  instructions  in  relation  to  my  command. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  (    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  75.  )  Washington,  V.  6'.,  May  15,  1861. 

I.  Captain  McKnight's  company,  Ringgold  Light  Artillery,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  will,  without  delay,  proceed  to  take  post  at  tlie  Wasli- 
ington  Arsenal.  On  its  arrival  there  the  commander  of  the  company 
will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  G.  D.  Ramsay,  commanding. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield : 

THBO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.] 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  9.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Bates,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Militia,  will  on  the  17th  instant  move  two  of  the  regiments  of  his 
brigade,  under  the  command  of  his  senior  colonel,  from  Camp  Harrison 
to  Camp  Dennison,  and  on  the  18th  instant  will  himself  move  with  the 
remainder  of  his  brigade  to  the  same  point.  Captain  Dickerson,  quar- 
termaster, will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

R.  B.  MAROY, 
Acting  Adjutant- General. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  15,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  of  May,  by  Lieutenant  Williams,  is 
received.  I  am  directed  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  reply  as  follows: 
He  concurs  in  your  general  views  respecting  the  establishment  of  bat- 
teries on  the  Lower  Ohio.  You  have  doubtless  before  this  received 
General  Orders,  Nos.  14  and  19,  placing  you  in  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  inclosed.  This  assign- 
ment will  enable  you  to  carry  out  your  policy  tending  to  quiet  the 
excitement  along  the  river.  Capt.  N.  H.  McLean,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  as  soon  as  he  can  be  relieved — 
probably  in  two  or  three  days — from  commissary  duty  at  Harrisburg. 
Maj.  Robert  Anderson,  with  the  commission  of  colonel,  has  been  ordered 
to  muster  into  service  as  many  volunteers  in  Western  Virginia  and 
Kentucky  as  he  can  enroll.  He  will  be  directed  to  communicate  with 
you  in  relation  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  these  troops,  which  after 
muster  will  come  under  your  command.    Herewith  I  send  you  copies 
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of  his  commission  and  iDstructious.  The  War  Department  has  given 
authority  for  raising  a  regiment  of  cavalry  in  sections  of  countrj'^  within 
your  department.  It  will,  of  course,  also  be  at  your  disposal.  It  will 
not  be  possible  to  transfer  a  regular  company  of  horse  artillery  to  your 
department,  and  the  Ordnance  Department  has  not  now  the  means  to 
equip  a  new  company.  You  will  therefore  be  obliged  to  turn  the  Fort 
Randall  companies  to  the  best  account  your  resources  will  permit.  Jn 
case  Kentucky  should  secede,  the  recruitiug  depot  at  Newport  Barracks 
will  be  immediately  transferred  to  another  point.  In  this  event  the 
barracks  will  be  turned  over  to  you,  and  you  will  exercise  your  own 
sound  judgment  in  regard  to  holding  the  post.  Your  intention  to  sup- 
port Major  Burbank  in  case  of  emergency  is  approved,  but  so  long  as 
Newport  Barracks  continues  to  be  occupied  as  a  recruiting  depot  the 
operations  of  that  branch  of  the  service  should  not  be  interfered  with. 
Your  telegram  of  the  12th,  in  relation  to  clothing,  has  also  been 
received.  The  general  begs  to  refer  you  to  communications  sent  you 
by  the  Quartermaster- General  on  this  subject.  At  present  no  more 
funds  than  the  $30,000  recently  sent  to  Captain' Dicker.son,  assistant 
quartermaster,  can  be  furnished  from  that  department.  The  general 
suggests  that  you  forward  detailed  requisitions  for  the  various  stores 
you  require,  that  intelligent  action  may  be  had  upon  them;  and  in 
making  out  the  requisitions  please  keep  in  view  the  immense  draft 
made,  and  of  necessity  to  be  made,  upon  the  means  of  all  kinds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Government.  The  general  urges  you  to  impress  on  the 
(iovernors  of  the  Northwestern  States  the  necessity  of  substituting 
the  long-term — three  years — volunteers  for  three-months'  men  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  Adjutant-General  is  engaged  in  arranging  the  quotas 
for  the  several  States.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  best  class 
of  arms  should  be  reserved  for  the  three-years'  volunteers,  as  but  a  very 
limited  number  is  on  hand.  The  greatest  efforts  and  the  best  means 
should  be  applied  to  equip  and  discipline  the  three-years'  men.  Lieut. 
Lawrence  A.  Williams,  Tenth  Infantry,  is  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and 
Cai)tain  Dickerson,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  for  the  jiresent  remain 
uiffler  your  orders.  Besides  letters,  &c.,  already  acknowledged  as 
received  from  you,  the  following  have  been  received:  Letters  of  April 
28,  May  i  and  9;  telegrams  of  May  11,  in  relation  to  prisoners  at  Saint 
Louis,  and  May  13,  in  relation  to  concentration  of  troops  at  Saint  Lonis, 
and  one  received  this  day  in  relation  to  affairs  in  Western  Virginia. 
The  sabject  of  the  prisoners  is  under  consideration.  Since  the  fore- 
going letter  was  written,  your  satisfactory  report  of  May  11  has  been 
read  to  the  general.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquakteus  Department  op  the  Ohio 

Cincinnati^  May  .17,  Itidl. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  A  diutant-  General : 
Colonel:  The  intelligence  I  have  from  Western  Virginia  is  not 
encouraging.    The  Union  men  there  lack  courage,  I  fear.    From  a  long 
conversation  with  a  well-informed  and  reliable  person  this  morning  I 

*  See  Vol.  Ln,  Part  I,  p.  142. 
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have  gathered  some  facts  that  may  serve  to  corroborate  information  in 
your  possession.  The  gist  of  the  information  was  about  as  follows, 
VIZ :  Harper's  Ferry  held  by  not  over  2,500  men,  including  those  at 
Point  of  Kocks  and  the  outposts;  their  arms,  discipline,  &c.,  bad;  no 
iutrenchments  erected  on  either  side  of  tlie  river;  no  guard  at  Shep- 
herdstown,  where  there  is  a  good  ford  and  roads  leading  to  Charlestown 
and  Keys'  Ford.  I  would  suggest  a  movement  in  that  direction  as  the 
readiest  method  of  driving  the  rebels  from  Harper's  Ferry.  You  are 
aware  that  the  structures  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  most 
liable  to  injury  are  west  of  Cumberland.  I  beg  to  call  to  the  attention 
of  the  General-in-Chief  the  importance  of  occupying  Cumberland  with- 
out delay.  1  learn  that  the  population  there,  at  Piedmont,  Grafton, 
«S:c.,  are  loyal.  The  importance  of  occupying  Cumberland  cannot  be 
overestimated.  In  connection  with  that  movement  I  propose  moving 
one  regiment  of  State  troops  to  a  point  near  Bellaire,  another  to  a  point 
in  the  vicinity  of  Marietta,  another  to  Athens,  another  to  Jacksou,  on 
the  Portsmouth  Eailroad.  I  wish  to  keep  these  away  from  the  frontier, 
but  near  enough  to  produce  a  certain  moral  effect.  If  Cumberland  and 
Hancock  can  be  occupied  by  the  Maryland  troops  now  called  out,  it 
would  probably  be  the  best  arrangement.  If  this  cannot  be  done, 
troops  might  be  moved  down  from  Pittsburg,  if  there  are  any  there 
disposable.  Is  it  true,  as  stated  in  the  papers,  that  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Western  Virginia  have  been  added  to  my  department?  I 
have  received  no  notification  to  that  effect. 

The  Union  men  of  Kentucky  express  a  firm  determination  to  fight  it 
out.  Yesterday  Garrett  Davis  told  me  "  we  will  remain  in  the  Union 
by  voting  if  m'c  can,  by  fighting  if  we  must,  and  if  we  cannot  hold  our 
own,  Ave  will  call  on  the  General  Government  to  aid  us."  He  asked  me 
what  1  would  do  if  they  called  on  me  for  assistance,  and  convinced  me 
that  the  majority  were  in  danger  of  being  overpowered  by  a  better- 
armed  minority.  I  replied  that  if  there  were  time  I  would  refer  to 
General  Scott  for  orders.  If  there  were  not  time,  that  I  would  cross 
the  Ohio  with  20,000  men.  If  that  were  not  enough  with  30,000,  and 
if  necessary  with  40,000;  but  that  I  would  not  stand  by  and  seethe 
loyal  Union  men  of  Kentucky  crushed.  I  have  strong  hopes  that  Ken- 
tucky will  remain  in  the  Union,  and  the  most  favorable  feature  of  the 
whole  matter  is  that  the  Union  men  are  now  ready  to  abandon  the 
position  of  "  aimed  neutrality,"  and  to  enter  heart  and  soul  into  the 
contest  by  our  side.  I  hope  yet  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Hon.  Jefferson 
Davis  at  Montgomery.  I  expect  the  three  liandall  companies  to-morrow; 
will  ])lace  them  at  Camp  Dennison  for  the  present.  I  hope  to  receive 
]iermission  to  mount  more  than  one  battery.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of 
being  without  regular  batteries.  Is  it  possible  for  me  to  get  the  First 
Cavalry  and  the  remaining  companies  of  Second  Infantry"?  We  shall 
need  them  very  much. 

With  the  hope  that  Cumberland  may  be  promptly  occupied,  I  am, 
colonel,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Cc.nmanding. 

[2.J  

Wae  Department,  May  17, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  14th  instant,  informing  this  Department  that  you  have  been 
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appointed  major-general  of  tbe  volunteer  regiments  of  New  York,  and 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  I   have  referred  it  to  the 
Geueral-inOhief  for  his  consideration  and  action. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
[2.]  Secretary  of  War. 

First  Division,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Headquartem,  New  York,  May  18,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  has  assigned  to  my 
division  nine  regiments,  several  of  which  will  be  in  readiness  to  move 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  armed,  and  it  is  understood  that  a  supply  of 
arms  will  be  received  from  Springfield  early  next  week.  The  Governor, 
who  is  here,  informs  me  that  he  has  received  your  directions  to  send 
nine  regiments  to  Fort  Monroe  and  five  to  the  city  of  Washington.  It 
is  proposed,  unless  you  otherwise  direct,  that  the  nine  regiments  com- 
posing my  division  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Eleventh  (Firemen  Zouaves)  now  on  duty  at  the  capital. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General, 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

May  20,  1861. 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  aay  that  in  my  opinion  Major-General  Dix  would 
make  a  most  excellent  commander  of  the  new  military  department  of 
which  Fort  Monroe  is  to  be  the  headquarters,  and  at  which  place  his 
entire  division  (nine  regiments)  will  soon  be  assembled. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretarv  of  War. 

WINFIELl)  SCOTT. 
[2.] 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  20,  1861. 
General  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 
Your  letter  of  May  14  is  received.    The  General-in-Chief  says  you 
have  by  this  time  General  Orders,  No.  19,  extending  your  command  over 
Western  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  north  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  &c. 
Your  authority  is  ample  within  your  command. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[^•]  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  26.  ]  Washington,  J).  C,  May  21,  1861. 

Maj.  Thomas  W.  Sherman,  Third  Regiment  U.  S.  Artillery,  is  hereby 
appointed  chief  of  the  light  batteries  of  this  command,  and  will  be 
I'espousible  for  their  drill  and  efficiency. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield: 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraX, 
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Geneeal  Orders,  (        Hdqtss.  Bepartmknt  or  the  Ohio, 

No.  11.  j  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  ,21,  ]8(il. 

Capt.  N.  H.  McLean,  having  reported  for  duty  at  these  lieadquarters, 
will  relieve  Maj.  R.  B.  Marcy  in  the  duties  of  assistant  adjutant-general. 
By  order  of: 

GEO.  B.  McGLELLA2^, 
[2.]  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

CincinnaH,  Ohio,  May  ;?1,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Colonel:  Governor  Dennison  has  sent  to  ine  copies  of  his  tele- 
graphic communication  of  yesterday  to  the  lieutenant-general  com 
manding,  with  the  general's  reply.  A  movement  into  Western  Virginia 
may  become  necessary  any  day;  so  also  it  may  at  any  moment  become 
imperative  to  move  into  Kentucky  in  order  to  save  the  loyal  men  of 
that  State.  With  my  present  force  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  make 
these  movements,  particularly  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  troojjs 
and  the  administrative  branches.  If  we  are  to  carry  on  this  war  in 
earnest,  and  in  a  manner  to  insure  success,  there  should  be  at  least 
40,000  troops  available  for  active  operations  in  this  department,  and 
the  means  of  transportation  should  be  provided,  as  well  as  clothing 
and  equipment.  Not  less  than  twenty,  and,  if  possible,  thirty  regi- 
ments, should  be  called  for  from  this  State.  I  was  extremely  sorry  a 
few  moments  since  to  receive  a  dispatch  from  the  Adjutaut-(Teueral,  stat- 
ing that  no  recruits  can  be  allowed  for  companies  fi'om  Eandall.  There 
are  400  or  500  recruits  at  Newport  Barracks,  and  plenty  can  be  had  by 
opening  rendezvous  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
[2.]  -  Major- General,  V.  S.  Army. 


Cincinnati,  May  21, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  ToWNSEND : 

If  I  have  to  move  into  Western  Virginia  or  Kentucky,  as  may  any 
day  become  necessary,  the  Ohio  contingent  is  not  sufficient.  I  have 
no  accouterments,  no  means  of  transportation,  and  no  money.  The 
Adjutant-General  refuses  recruits  from  Newport  Barracks  for  the  com 
panies  from  Kandall.  Without  means  I  can  do  nothing.  If  the  Union 
men  of  Western  Virginia  and  Kentucky  are  to  be  assisted,  I  must 
have  from  twenty  to  thirty  regiments  of  Ohio  troops,  batteries,  and 

money. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[2.]  Major-  Qcncral. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  21,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  I  : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
May  15,  sent  by  Lieutenant  Williams,  and  beg  to  assure  thclientenant- 
ai  r>r>i«nianHin(>'  flmt  T  will  l('nvi>.  iioMiinsr  nndoiie  to  carrv  out  his 
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wishes  as  expressed  therein.  I  Iiave  received  from  several  different 
sources  important  information  in  relation  to  the  movements  and  posi- 
tion of  the  rebejs  in  Tennessee,  the  substance  of  which  is  as  follows: 
Nashville  and  Memphis  are  evidently  the  stronghohls  of  the  secession- 
ists in  that  State.  There  are  counties  in  Western  Tennessee,  such  as 
Stewart,  Henry,  Haywood,  Lauderdale,  and  Henderson,  where  the  Union 
feeling  is  predominant,  if  not  repressed  by  main  force.  I  learn  that  the 
Union  men  have  determined  to  go  armed  to  the  polls,  and,  if  necessary, 
use  force  to  enable  them  to  deposit  their  votes.  Their  ulterior  course  is 
not  yet  determined  upon,  biit  their  leaders  say  that  the  presence  of  the 
troops  of  the  General  Government  would  be  beneiicial  and  would  rally 
to  the  cause  of  tlie  Union  many  who  are  now  outwardly  secessionists. 
I  am  told  that  there  is  much  excitement  among  the  negroes  there,  who 
in  their  private  talks  have  gone  so  far  as  to  select  their  white  wives. 
Eeliable  information  has  reached  me  that  a  detachment  of  Arkansas 
troops,  stationed  on  the  Mississippi  above  Memphis,  has  been  suddenly 
recalled  to  Searcy.  White  County,  Ark.,  to  repress  a  negro  insurrection. 
A  white  preacher  and  six  negroes  were  hung  there  a  few  days  since, 
and  thirty  negroes  were  to  be  hung  there  yesterday,  charged  with  being 
concerned  in  the  insurrection.  Intercepted  telegraphic  dispatches 
indicate  the  movement  of  1,000  Arkansas  troops  from  the  interior  of 
the  State  to  Fort  Smith  yesterday.  Other  Arkansas  troops  are  said  to 
have  passed  through  Memphis  en  route  to  Lynchburg.  The  indications 
are  that  the  disposable  troojjs  in  the  regular  Coiifederate  service  from 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana  have  taken  the  same  direction. 
The  troops  remaining  in  Tennessee  seem  to  be  State  militia,  and  not  in 
the  regular  Confederate  Army.  They  are  represented  as  being  but 
indifferently  armed,  under  no  discipline,  consisting  to  a  large  extent  of 
boys  and  old  men,  much  excited  by  liquor  and  politics,  and  anxious  to 
fight.  Desertions  are  said  to  be  frequent,  and  it  is  said  there  will  be 
much  difficulty  in  keeping  them  together  for  any  great  length  of  time. 
Some  allowance,  of  course,  must  be  made  for  these  statements.  The 
foyowing  points  are  undoubtedly  occupied:  Germantown,  in  Shelby 
County,  Tenn.,  is  a  rendezvous;  Camp  Harris,  on  the  Mississippi,  about 
six  miles  above  Memphis,  by  3,000  men,  with  three  guns,  one  of  which 
is  said  to  be  a  rifled  cannon  recently  smuggled  through  from  Boston; 
Randolph,  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  is  held  by  from  3,000  to  5,000  men, 
with  the  six  light  guns  formerly  constituting  JBragg's  battery;  at  Union 
City,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  in  Obion  County,  from  two  to 
three  regiments  without  guns;  at  Clarksville,  about  1,000  men  without 
guns.  It  is  probable  that  two  regiments,  formerly  posted  in  eastern 
Tennessee,  pasvsed  through  Nashville  two  days  ago  to  talce  post  on  the 
railroad  near  Springfield,  in  llobertson  County.  I  learn  that  various 
small  detachments  are  posted  at  different  points  near  the  Kentucky  line. 
I  hear  from  excellent  authority  that  Governor  Harris  has  expressed  a 
determination  to  occupy  Columbus,  Ky.,  by  the  troops  now  at  Union 
City;  this  to  be  done  whether  (iovernor  Magoffin  consents  or  not, 
and  the  movement  to  be  effected  within  a  few  days.  Some  indifferent 
iron  guns  are  being  cast  at  the  foundry  of  A.  Street  &  Co.,  Memphis. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  establish  a  powder  factory  at  Nashville! 
Parties  have  been  buying  up  all  the  niter  to  be  had  in  the  State  iii 
small  quantities,  and  they  expect  to  derive  large  supplies  from  the 
Mammoth  Cave.  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  have  without  a  day's  delay  a  few  efficient  gun-boats  to  operate 
from  Cairo  as  a  base.  If  these  are  rendered  shot  proof,  we  can  by 
means  of  them  at  least  seriously  annoy  the  rebel  camps  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River  and  interfere  with  their  river  connnunication,  which  is  their 
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maiu  dependence.  Competent  parties  have  been  sent  out  here  by  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  but  neither  funds  nor  the  authority  to 
use  the  credit  of  the  G-overnment  have  been  given  to  me.  I  anxiously 
await  instructions  on  this  point,  and  shall  take  the  necessary  measures 
to  provide  suitable  gun  boats  as  soon  as  I  receive  your  authority  to 
make  the  requisite  expenditure.  I  regard  these  boats  as  an  indis- 
pensable element  in  any  system  of  operations,  whether  offensive  or 
defensive. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  necessity  for  some  light  batteries  in 
this  department.  The  resources  of  Alleghany  Arsenal  and  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  will  furnish  almost  immediately  the  material  necessary  for  three 
or  more  light  batteries.  The  disposable  recruits  at  Newport' Barracks 
will  far  more  than  complete  the  personnel  of  the  companies  of  the 
Fourth  Artillery  now  here.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  two 
companies  remaining  at  Eandall  be  relieved  by  volunteers  and  ordered 
to  report  at  these  headquarters.  In  view  of  the  nature  and  condition 
of  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  of  the  necessity  that  may  at 
any  moment  arise  for  affording  prompt  assistance  to  the  Union  men  of 
Kentucky,  or  to  effect  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Cairo,  or  to  operate  in 
Western  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  a  pressure  on  Washing- 
ton, it  is  evident  we  require  a  large  force  of  light  artillery,  as  well  as 
some  companies  to  take  charge  of  a  park  of  heavy  guns.  If  more  than 
these  five  companies  could  be  spared  their  services  would  be  invaluable 
to  me.  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  mount  at  once  Captain 
Getty's  and  Captain  Howe's  companies,  and  to  do  so  need  but  little 
more  than  the  authority  to  fill  their  ranks  from  the  recruits  at  New])ort 
or  to  open  special  rendezvous  for  that  purpose  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
and  to  purchase  the  necessary  horses,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
can  be  had  on  a  credit  extending  to,  say,  July  31.  I  cannot  urge  too 
strongly  the  necessity  of  having  these  horses  at  once.  I  should  be 
glad  to  have  authority  to  arm  all  the  men  of  the  light  batteries  with 
the  last  pattern  of  Colt's  revolver.  Until  I  can  receive  other  com])anie8 
of  artillery  I  propose  retaining  that  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Mack, 
in  ch'arge  of  the  park. 

Captain  Getty,  the  bearer  of  this,  will  explain  to  you  more  fully  ray 
views  and  wishes.  From  your  letters  I  infer  that  the  nine  regiments 
of  the  three-years'  volunteers  assigned  as  the  quota  of  Ohio  shall  be 
taken  from  the  three-months'  troops  already  mustered  into  the  service. 
I  think  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  takes  a  different  view  of  the 
matter.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  three-months'  troops  should  have 
the  preference.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  me  specific  instruc- 
tions by  telegraph  and  letter?  If  operations  in  the  West  are  to  be 
conducted  on  a  large  scale,  I  should  think  the  quota  assigned  to  Ohio 
under  the  new  call  insufficient  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  any  great 
results,  and  would  be  glad  to  see  at  least  twenty  regiments  called  for 
from  this  State.  In  the  almost  entire  absence  of  money  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  or  of  authority  to  use  its  credit,  1  find  myself  placed 
in  a  very  embarrassing  situation — one,  too,  which  renders  it  very  difii- 
cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make  the  service  efficient.  Many  of  the 
articles  for  the  supply  and  equipment  of  the  troops  can  readily  be  pur- 
chased here  on  a  credit  long  enough  to  render  available  appropriations 
made  by  Congress  at  its  next  meeting. 

I  need  not  say  it  is  impossible  to  organize,  equip,  and  maintain  an 
army  without  money  or  credit ;  of  course  I  should  prefer  money  if  it 
can  be  had,  as  we  can  buy  things  cheaper  for  cash.  In  the  absence  of 
funds  I  would  be  glad  to  have  authority  to  use  the  credit  of  the 
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General  Government  in  the  purchase  of  such  articles  as  the  Regulations 
authorize  as  necessary  to  render  the  troops  efficient,  and  would  ask 
your  earliest  attention  to  this  very  vital  and  important  subject.  A 
question  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  two  Kentucky  regiments  already 
mustered  into  the  service  at  this  point.  Colonel  Terrell  states  that  the 
understanding  in  Washington  was  that  they  should  be  mustered  in  for 
three  years.  In  the  absence  of  any  special  instructions  they  have  been 
mustered  in  for  three  months.  What  are  the  wishes  of  the  War 
Department  in  regard  to  this  point?  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  if 
circumstances  would  permit  my  absence  from  this  department  for  a  few 
days  after  having  completed  its  organization,  a  few  hours'  personal 
interview  with  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  would  put  me  more 
fully  in  possession  of  his  wishes  and  intentions  than  can  be  done  by 
letter.  If  the  general  concurs  in  this  view,  T  would  be  glad  to  be 
authorized  to  repair  to  Washington,  should  I  deem  it  safe  to  leave  the 
department  during  the  period  necessary. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Army. 
[2.]  

Headquarters  op  the  Armt, 

Washington,  May  21,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  dec: 

Sir  :  Considering  that  Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  is  not  within  your 
command,  and  is  under  the  immediate  consideration  of  Major-General 
Patterson  and  the  authorities  here  (all  of  us  much  nearer  at  hand),  we 
are  surprised  at  your  repeated  admonitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  Secretary  of  War,  and  mj-^self  to  occupy  that  point,  and  I  am 
still  more  surprised  at  your  complaint  to  the  Secretary  of  War  against 
me  that  you  are  without  instructions  or  authority  and  with  your  hands 
tied  up.  In  reply,  I  refer  to  the  communications  sent  you  at  the  fol- 
lowing dates,  some  of  which,  at  any  rate,  you  have  acknowledged: 
First.  Letter  of  April  30,  on  learning  you  were  the  major-general  of 
Ohio  Volunteers.  Second.  Copy  of  letters  of  commanding  oflScer  at 
Cairo,  of  May  2,  instructing  him  not  to  detain  provisions.  Third.  Let- 
ter of  May  3,  giving  plan  of  a  campaign.  Fourth.  Telegram  of  May  6, 
iu  relation  to  regular  officers  of  your  staff.  Fifth.  Telegram  of  May  8, 
order  to  stop  provisions  at  Cairo,  &c.  Sixth.  Telegram  of  May  8,  iu 
relation  to  camp  at  Cairo  and  intercepting  regular  companies  from  Fort 
Eandall.  Seventh.  Telegram  of  May  10,  in  relation  to  re-enforcing 
Cairo.  Eighth.  Copy  of  letter  to  Col.  Robert  Anderson,  May  15,  in 
relation  to  volunteers  in  Western  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  Ninth.  Let- 
ter of  May  15,  sent  by  Lieut.  L.  A.  Williams.  Tenth.  Telegram  of 
May  20,  stating  that  your  authority  was  ample  within  your  military 
department.  Eleventh.  General  Orders,  Nos.  14  and  19,  defining  the 
limits  of  your  department,  adding  thereto  Western  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia.  Besides  which,  your  communications  on  the  subject  of  ord- 
nance supplies  have  been  promptly  referred  to  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment and  attended  to. 

It  is  not  conceived  what  other  instructions  could  have  been  needed 
by  you.  Placed  in  the  command  of  a  wide  department,  with  the  quotas 
of  three-months'  men  under  you  of  several  States,  it  surely  was  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  you  were  expected  to  defend  it  against  all  enemies  of 
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the  United  States,  and  it  was  not  intended  that  you  should  make  expe- 
ditions much  beyond  its  borders  without  some  great  object  of  interest 
to  the  Federal  Union  to  be  suggested  by  you  and  approved  here.  In- 
deed, the  three-months'  men  were  called  into  service  mainly  for  defensive 
purposes,  but  permission  would  readily  have  been  given  to  you  to  march 
into  a  neighboring  State  to  countenance  or  to  protect  tlie  friends  of  the 
Union,  if  you  had  presented  a  reasonable  case  for  such  interference.  It 
is  otherwise  in  respect  to  the  greater  part  of  the  long-term  volunteers 
of  your  department  when  received,  but  as  yet  I  am  not  aware  that  a 
single  regiment  has  been  presented  or  organized  in  your  department. 
Out  of  these  troops  you  will  at  the  proper  time  replace  the  defensive 
posts  occupied  by  the  three-months'  men,  and  hold  the  remainder  in 
convenient  camps  of  instruction — that  is,  near  to  wood,  water,  and  cheap 
supplies,  and  to  transportation  by  rail,  canal,  or  river.  It  is  suggested 
that  these  rendezvous  or  camps  of  instruction  should  consist  of  four  or 
eight  regiments  each,  and  on  ground  either  porous  or  slightly  rolling. 
Larger  camps  soon  exhaust  the  smaller  supplies  and  comforts  for  too 
many  miles  around  them.  As  a  greater  part  of  these  troops  arc  not 
expected  to  take  the  field  much  before  the  return  of  frost,  they  will, 
under  good  instructors,  have  ample  time  for  the  acquisition  of  tactical 
instruction  and  habits  of  discipline  (obedience),  without  which  they  will 
not  be  equal  to  the  expedition  for  which  they  are  intended. 

After  desiring  you  to  consult  freely  with  the  Governors  of  the  States 
within  your  department  on  the  best  sites  for  these  camps,  I  will  here 
add  a  modification  of  the  expedition  toward  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  alluded 
to  in  a  former  letter.  I  propose  to  organize  an  army  of  regulars  and 
volunteers  on  the  Ohio  River  of,  say,  80,000  men,  to  be  divided  into  two 
unequal  columns,  the  smaller  to  proceed  by  water  on  the  first  autumnal 
swell  in  the  rivers,  headed  and  flanked  by  gun-boats  (propellers  of  great 
speed  and  strength),  and  the  other  column  to  proceed  as  nearly  abreast 
as  practicable  by  land — of  course  without  the  benefit  of  rail  transpor- 
tation— and  receiving  at  certain  points  on  the  river  its  heavier  articles 
of  consumption  from  the  freight  boats  of  the  first  column.  By  this 
means  the  wagon  train  of  the  land  column  may  no  doubt  be  much 
diminished,  but  would  still  remain,  I  fear,  so  large  as  to  constitute  a 
great  impediment  to  the  movement.  Would  80,000  men  be  sufficient  to 
conquer  its  way  to  New  Orleans  and  clear  out  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Gulf?  What  should  be  the  relative  numbers  of  the  two  columns,  and 
at  how  many  points  besides  Louisville,  Paducah,  Columbus,  Hickman, 
Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  New  Orleans  would  the  two  columns  be  able 
to  hold  a  close  communication  with  each  other?  Of  course  much  would 
depend  upon  the  relations  to  the  United  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Missouri.  I  ask  your  views  not  only  on  the  foregoing  points,  but 
also  as  to  the  form,  draft,  tonnage,  and  armament  of  the  gun-boats  or 
tugs.  Cincinnati  abounds  in  the  best  information  on  all  these  heads. 
Again  assuring  you  that  you  are  likely  to  bear  an  important  if  not  the 
principal  part  in  this  great  expedition,  and  of  my  great  confidence  in 
your  intelligence,  zeal,  science,  and  energy,  1  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

p.  S.— Without  waiting  for  the  formal  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
extending  the  limits  of  your  department  across  the  Ohio  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi, you  will  not  hesitate  to  give  any  reasonable  support  (without 
compromising  your  detachments)  in  your  power  to  the  Mends  of  the 
Union  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri. 

[2.] 
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Headquaetebs  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  22, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron  : 

Secretary  of  War: 
Will  you  please  authorize  me  to  use  boards  to  put  up  places  for  wor- 
ship at  Gamp  Deunison.    Parties  furnish  uails  aud  labor. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 

[2.]  

War  Department, 

May  22, 1861. 
Maj.  Geu.  George  B.  McOlellan, 

Cincinnati : 

The  Lord's  will  be  done. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

[2.j  .  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  May  22, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

General  Scott  writes  by  mail  to-day  in  substance  as  follows.*  Cum- 
berland is  under  the  immediate  consideration  of  General  Patterson  and 
the  authorities  here.  You  are  to  defend  your  department  against  all 
enemies  of  the  United  States.  The  three-months'  volunteers  are  ex- 
pressly for  such  defense.  Expeditious  beyond  borders  of  your  depart- 
ment are  not  intended  without  some  great  object  of  interest  to  the 
Union,  to  be  suggested  by  you  and  approved  here,  when  permission 
would  be  given  to  march  iuto  a  State  to  protect  friends  of  the  Union. 
Witbout  waiting  for  formal  orders  further  extending  your  department, 
gite  reasonable  support,  without  comjjromisiug  your  detachments,  to 
friends  of  the  Union  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri.  No  long- 
term  regiments  yet  reported  from  your  department.  At  proper  time 
these  are  to  replace  three-months'  men  in  defensive  posts,  and  remain- 
der put  in  camps  of  four  to  eight  regiments  each.  Modification  of  for- 
mer plan  proposed.  Two  unequal  columns,  the  smaller  to  move  by 
water,  headed  and  flanked  by  gun-boats,  the  other  column  by  laud  and 
nearly  abreast,  and  receiving  supplies  at  certain  points  on  river  from 
the  freight  boats.  How  many  men  would  be  required  in  each  column? 
At  what  points  on  the  river  could  they  communicate  with  each  other? 
Tour  views  desired  on  these  points,  and  also  as  to  form,  draft,  tonnage, 
and  armament  of  boats.  But  see  the  letter.  Recruits  are  ordered  to 
Randall  companies.    Acknowledge  this  dispatch  by  telegrajjh. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[2.]  

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  89A.  S  Washington,  I).  C,  May  22,  1861. 

Major-General  Sandford,  of  New  York,  having  reported  for  duty, 
will  assume  the  immediate  command  of  all  the  regiments  of  his  State 

*  See  May  21,  ii.  386. 
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withiu  the  District  of  Columbia,  reporting  directly  to  general  head- 
quarters. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  106.  I  Washington,  B.  C,  May  27, 1861. 

The  companies  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  now  under  command  of 
Major  Earn  say,  commanding  Washington  Arsenal,  are  relieved  from 
further  duty  at  the  arsenal,  and  will  report  to  Col.  H.  L.  Cake,  com- 
manding Twenty-fifth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  107.  j  Washington,  D.  C,  May  27, 1861. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  the  regiments  of  Connecticut  Volunteers  serving  in  this  depart- 
ment will  be  formed  into  a  brigade,  and  are  hereby  placed  under  the 
command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler,  Connecticut  Volunteers. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


May  27, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  P.  Martin, 

Seventy-first  Neiv  York  Regiment,  at  Navy-Yard: 
Sir:  Please  to  have  your  regiment  supplied  with  forty  rounds  of 
cartridges,  and  be  always  ready  to  move  at  short  notice  with  no  other 
baggage  than  the  men's    blankets    and    haversacks    and  canteens. 
Answer. 

JOS.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commandant. 
[2.] 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  1.  )  Alexandria,  May  28, 1861. 

I.  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  26,  of  the  27th  instant, 
from  the  War  Department,*  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command 
of  this  department.  Communications  will  be  addressed  to  Capt.  James 
B.  Fry,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

II.  Col.  C.  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  having  reported  for 
duty  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  consist  of  the  First  Michigan,  the 
New  York  Zouaves,  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiments.    Other 

*  See  Vol.  11,  p.  653. 
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troops  or  detachments  at  Alexandria  will  be  under  his  orders.  Having 
the  use  of  the  telegraph  to  Washington,  he  may,  in  case  of  need,  not 
admitting  of  delay,  report  direct  to  general  headquarters. 

III.  Col.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  having 
reported  for  duty  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department, 
is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  consist  of  the  Eighth, 
Twelfth,  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Eegiments.  Other  troops  or 
detachments  in  his  vicinity  not  otherwise  assigned  will  also  be  under 
his  orders. 

IV.  Col.  David  Hunter,  Third  U.  S.  Cavalry,  having  reported  for 
duty  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  consist  of  the  Fifth,  Twenty- eighth, 
and  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Eegiments.  Other  troops  or  detachments 
in  his  vicinity  not  otherwise  assigned  will  be  under  his  orders. 

lEviN  Mcdowell, 

[2.]  Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  49.  I  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  28, 1861. 

The  Sixth,  Twentieth,  Twenty- first,  Twenty-third,  and  Twenty -fourth 
Eegiments  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will  move  as  rapidly  as  transpor- 
tation can  be  provided  to  Chambersburg.  Before  leaving  the  cars  at 
that  point  the  commanding  ofQcer  of  each  regiment  will  report  for 
orders  to  the  senior  officer  present.    *     *    » 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson  : 

P.  J.  POETEE, 

[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cincinnati,  May  28, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  Patterson: 

i^rossed  the  Ohio  yesterday.  Have  advanced  within  thirty  miles  of 
Grafton  by  Wheeling  branch  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad.  Now 
occupy  Parkersburg,  and  advance  thence  to-day.  Cumberland  must  be 
occupied  at  once.  No  time  for  delay.  Use  the  Pennsylvania  State 
troops  if  you  cannot  do  better. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[2-1  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND,  U.  S.  Army, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington  City: 
General  McClellan,  from  Cincinnati,  says  troops  within  thirty  miles 
of  Grafton,  on  Wheeling  branch  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  and 
moves  to-day  from  Parkersburg  toward  Grafton,  and  wants  Cum- 
berland occupied.  All  the  force,  in  this  department  is  under  motion  • 
accouterments  to  follow,  and  will  ascend  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  New  Jersey  regiments  will  not  be  ready  for  two 
weeks.  If  any  Northern  regiments  are  prepared,  I  ask  that  thev  may 
be  sent  via  Harrisburg  to  Hagerstown. 

R.  PATTEESON, 

I-'- J  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1861. 
General  George  B.  McClellan, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 
According  to  capacity  of  rail,  our  forces  are  gathering  at  Hagerstown 
in  front  of  strong  force  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the  only  one  threatening 
Cumberland,  and  sustaining  troops  at  Grafton  will  cut  their  line  of 
communication  west  beyond  Clear  Spring,  and  send  aid,  which  will 
probably  have  to  march.  No  State  troops  to  be  relied  upon.  U.  S. 
forces  not  accoutered.  General  Patterson  will  do  all  possible,  but  can- 
not risk  defeat  near  Harper's  Ferry. 

F.  J.  POETBR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[3.]  

Cincinnati,  May  28, 1861. 
Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

Telegram  received.  Occupy  the  point  in  question  as  soon  as  you  can 
safely.    My  movements  very  successful.    Thus  far  all  goes  well. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN. 

[2.]  

Harrisburg,  May  28, 1861. 
General  R,  Patterson  : 
I  send  you  copies  of  telegrams  received : 

Columbus,  Ohio,  [ifoy]  S7, 1861. 
Governor  Curtin: 

Our  frontier  is  threatened ;  immediate  collision  may  take  place.  Two  Ohio  regi- 
ments entered  Virginia  to-day.  Troops  from  Eastern  Virginia  have  advanced  to 
Graft«n  to  overawe  Western  Virginia.  We  are  short  of  equipments?  Can  you  send 
me  by  express  forthwith  3,000  knapsacks,  with  infantry  equipments.  We  will 
replace  or  pay  for  them  as  you  direct.  Send  if  possible.  Answer  immediately. 
^  W,  DENNISON, 

Governor. 

Cincinnati,  [May's  ^^>  iS61. 
Governor  A.  6.  Cuktin: 

If  the  U.  S.  troops  cannot  occupy  Cumberland  at  once  can  you  not  do  it  with 
State  troops?  I  have  moved  into  Western  Virginia,  and  am  moving  on  Grafton.  I 
look  to  you  for  aid  at  Cumberland. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 

Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  meet  McClellan's  movements?    Answer 

immediately. 

'  A.  G.  CURTIN. 

[2.]  

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Fhiladelphia,  May  28,  1861. 

Hon.  A.  G.  CuRTiN, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Harrisburg : 
General  Patterson  not  present.    Demonstrations  to  meet  and  sustain 
General  McClellan  in  proper  time  are  making. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
ra  1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  ov  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  May  28, 1861. 
Col.  G.  H.  Thomas, 

Second  Cavalry,  Carlisle,  Pa. : 
General  Tatterson  directs  you  to  march  at  once  to  Ohambersburg 
and  report  to  commanding  officer.    If  troops  are  at  Ilagerstown,  go 

there. 

V.  J.  PORTER, 

[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  93  2/4.         )  Washington,  2).  C,  May  29, 1861. 

I.  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army,  will  return 
to  this  city  and  report  for  duty  to  General  Mansfield. 

*  *  »  #  *  ^'^  * 

III.  Asst.  Surg.  D.  L.  Magruder  having  been  designated  as  medical 
director  to  the  command  of  Brigadier- General  McDowell,  will  report 
accordingly  as  soon  as  he  is  relieved  in  his  present  duties. 
By  command  of  Lieutenaut-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  30, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City : 
Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  '2A  proximo  I  shall  leave  for  Chambers- 
burg,  where  my  headquarters  will  be  located  till  the  troops  are  in 
advance  of  Hagerstown.  By  that  date  will  be  encamped  at  Chambers- 
burg  ready  to  advance  six,  perhaps  seven,  regiments  from  this  State, 
three  or  four  awaiting  accouterments,  and  the  two  New  York  regiments. 
Four  more  regiments  will  be  in  motion  to  the  same  place.  I  am  assured 
accouterments  for  the  other  regiments  will  be  ]irovided  at  the  time 
promised,  and  pressed  forward  as  rapidly  as  received.  If,  as  I  antici- 
pate, the  movement  be  made  I  shall  at  once  throw  the  regiments  beyond 
Hagerstown,  establish  a  camp  stretching  toward  Clear  Spring,  threaten 
Harper's  Ferry,  and,  while  holding  the  force  ready  to  act  instantly  as 
circumstances  shall  develop,  prepare  a  force  to  move  toward  Cumberland. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Cominan  ding. 

9  J),  m. — The  New  York  regiments  passed  Harrisburg  last  night. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  30,  1801. 
Col,  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  my  instruc- 
tions to  General  Morris  (a  graduate  of  West  Point),  to  Colonel  Kelley, 
and  Captain  Beuham.     I  trust  that  the  precautious  I  have  taken  in 
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this  movement  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  general.  All  the  informa- 
tion I  received  shows  a  rapid  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Union 
party  where  our  forces  have  shown  themselves.  You  will  observe  that 
the  reconnaissance  on  Cumberland  is  to  be  the  last  thing  done.  Should 
it  be  inexpedient  to  make  the  movement,  a  telegram  from  you  will  reach 
me  in  ample  time  to  stop  it.  My  advices  from  Kentucky  look  toward  a 
secession  movement  in  the  portion  west  of  the  Tennessee  River  and  an 
advance  of  Tennessee  troops  into  Kentucky.  Will  hear  more  fully 
to-day.     Tlie  Union  men  in  Kentucky  need  more  arms. 

In  great  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 

[IiicloBuro  iNo.  1.] 

Headquakteks  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  29,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Mokris, 

Indiana  Yolunteem  : 
General  :  You  will  please  proceed  to  Bellaire,  and  thence  to  Grafton, 
Va.,  or  sucli  point  in  its  vicinity  as  may  tlien  be  occupied  by  the  main 
body  of  the  column  now  commanded  by  Col.  B.  F.  Kelley,  First  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers.  You  will  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  that  have 
crossed  the  Ohio  at  Bellaire  and  Parkersburg.  In  relieving  Colonel 
Kelley  you  will  express  to  him  my  sincere  appreciation  of  his  services, 
and  will  employ  him  in  preference  on  all  detached  and  important  serv- 
ice. It  is  probable  that  Colonel  Kelley  will  have  occupied  Grafton 
before  you  receive  this.  Information  that  seems  to  be  reliable  has 
reachecl  me  that  the  rebels  have  evacuated  Grafton,  and  retired  in  the 
direction  of  Beverly.  Should  this  prove  true,  you  will  at  once  select  a 
strong  position  to  cover  Grafton,  and  if  necessary  intrench  yourself  in 
it.  In  selecting  this  position  you  will  keep  in  view  the  jiossibility  of  an 
attack  both  from  the  direction  of  Hari^er's  Ferry,  and  from  Beverly, 
ancT  will  make  your  arrangements  to  resist  any  attack  that  may  be 
made,  no  matter  in  what  force.  You  will  please  regard  it  as  indispen- 
sable that  the  position  of  Grafton  must  be  held  at  any  cost,  and  you  will 
remember  that  I  will  in  person  come  to  your  assistance  with  any  amount 
of  force  that  circumstances  may  require.  Under  no  circumstances  fall 
back  from  Grafton  so  long  as  you  have  a  cartridge  or  a  man  who  can 
use  a  bayonet.  Having  occupied  Grafton  and  taken  your  position  you 
will  next  please  open,  if  not  already  done,  the  route  to  Parkersburg, 
and  make  arrangements  to  protect  all  the  bridges,  tunnels,  &c.,  using 
in  preference  for  this  service  such  organized  companies  of  loyal  Virgin- 
ians as  may  ofler  themselves  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
General  Government.  At  the  earliest  convenient  moment  you  will 
push  a  strong  reconnaissance  on  Philippi  and  Beverly.  If  the  rebels 
remain  in  either  of  these  places  or  their  vicinity,  you  will  endeavor  to 
capture  tliem,  or  at  least  to  drive  them  across  the  mountains.  It  will 
l)robabiy  be  expedient  to  occupy  Philippi  by  a  detachment,  and  perhaps 
Beverly;  I  leave  this  to  your  discretion,  strongly  recommending  that 
the  former,  at  least,  be  occupied.  Having  completed  these  arrange- 
ments, it  will  be  well  to  make  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Cum- 
berland. I  understand  that  the  inhabitants  between  Grafton  and 
Cumberland  are  strong  Union  men.  If  this  be  so,  you  can  advanta- 
geously send  forward  at  an  early  day  an  armed  train,  with  a  gun  on  a 
platform  car  ahead  of  the  engine,  and,  say,  one  regiment  in  the  cars,  as 
far  as  Cumberland.    You  can  thus  obtain  full  information  as  to  the 
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please  be  very  careful  in  selecting  its  commandant,  some  sucli  person 
as  Colonel  Kelley,  who  knows  tbe  country  and  its  inhabitants,  and  who 
can  exercise  the  proper  moral  influence.  If  everything  is  safe  in  the 
direction  of  Beverly,  and  you  have  occupied  all  the  turnpike  roads  lead- 
ing to  Grafton,  it  will  be  well  for  you,  in  your  discretion,  to  leave  a 
regiment  at  Cumberland  until  it  can  be  relieved  by  troops  from  General 
Patterson's  division.  If  you  do  this,  be  careful  to  have  the  colonel  com- 
manding post  an  outguard  at  some  bridge  or  tunnel  in  advance,  with 
orders  to  destroy  the  track  in  the  event  of  the  approach  of  a  superior 
force;  and  you  must  also  be  sure  that  the  regiment  has  at  its  command 
ample  means  of  transportation  for  its  retreat;  steam  to  be  kept  on  the 
engines  day  and  night.  If  you  can  secure  this  regiment  against  an 
attack  in  flank  and  rear,  its  orders  must  be  to  stand  its  ground  and  to 
telegraph  to  jon  for  assistance.  While  I  wish  no  rash  advance  or  attack 
with  such  means  as  we  now  have  at  our  command,  I  am  still  more 
anxious  that  we  shall  never  yield  one  inch  of  ground. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  enforce  the  most  strict  discipline  in 
your  command,  and  require  that  the  utmost  regard  be  paid  to  the  feel- 
ings and  interests  of  the  loyal  inhabitants.  Impress  upon  them  the 
leading  ideas  of  my  proclamation,  and  do  all  you  can  to  excite  the  Union 
feeling.  I  will  endeavor  to  have  ofiBcers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  sent  to  you 
to  muster  in  all  who  may  offer  for  three  years'  service.  Should  no  such 
officers  arrive  you  will  cause  some  of  your  staff,  now  mustered  into  the 
service,  to  ijerform  that  duty.  I  will  do  my  best  to  provide  them  with 
arms,  &c.  Do  not  wait  for  arms  to  arrive  before  mustering  them  in. 
Commit  them  at  once,  and  I  will  in  some  way  manage  to  provide  them. 
If  traitors  fall  into  your  hands,  deal  summarily  with  them.  In  aggra- 
vated cases,  bring  them  before  a  court  martial ;  in  ordinary  cases,  either 
keep  them  under  guard  or  send  them  to  the  Columbus  penitentiary,  as 
circumstances  may  render  expedient.  Before  you  occupy  Cumberland 
inform  me  by  telegraph  and  await  my  reply.  It  will  be  very  desirable 
to  raise  some  two  or  more  companies  of  mounted  men  among  the  loyal 
Virginians.  Do  so  if  possible  for  three  months'  service,  subject  to  three 
years'  service  if  so  required  by  the  War  Department.  Be  very  careful 
to  keep  the  telegraph  line  constantly  in  operation  behind  you  by  both 
routes;  also  take  care  that  you  have  loyal  operators  in  your  front,  so 
that  you  can  use  the  telegraph  far  in  advance  without  the  possibility  of 
its  being  used  to  your  disadvantage.  As  soon  as  possible  after  reaching 
Grafton,  cause  a  careful  inspection  to  be  made  of  the  regiments  under 
your  command,  and  report  to  me  at  once  what  supplies  are  necessary 
for  their  comfort  and  efBciency.  I  will  do  my  best  to  supply  their  wants. 
Capt.  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  is  directed  to  report  to 
you  for  duty.  From  this  letter  and  our  conversation  last  night  I  think, 
general,  you  will  have  a  sufiBciently  clear  idea  of  the  state  of  the  case 
and  of  my  intentions.  To  your  patriotism  and  energy  I  intrust  their 
execution. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAF, 
Major-General,  TJ.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

[luclosnro  No.  2.] 

Headqxtauters  Depaktment  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  29,  1861. 
Col.  B.  F.  Kelley,  ^      ' 

First  Virginia  Vohmteers: 

Colonel  :  It  has  become  necessary,  for  military  as  well  as  political 
reasons,  to  occupy  Grafton  for  the  present  in  considerable  force.    For 
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tliis  purpose,  as  well  as  to  hold  the  railroads  in  its  rear  and  observe  the 
adjacent  country,  some  eight  regiments  in  all  have  been  detailed,  and 
it  has  been  found  requisite  to  assign  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  of  the 
Indiana  Volunteers,  to  the  command,  three  of  his  regiments  having  been 
assigned  to  the  duty.  In  informing  you  of  this  assignment  of  General 
Morris  to  the  command,  I  wish  to  express  to  you  my  entire  satisfac- 
tion with  the  very  handsome  maimer  in  Avhich  you  have  conducted  the 
advance  from  Wheeling.  I  will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  bringiug 
the  facts  before  the  War  Department,  and  will  recommend  to  the  honor- 
able Secretary  that  the  Government  express  in  a  suitable  manner  its 
appreciation  of  your  merits.  I  hope  and  trust,  colonel,  that  your  future 
course  will  be  in  keeping  with  its  commencement,  and  that  I  shall  long 
have  under  my  command  an  oflflcer  of  whom  I  have  contracted  so 
favorable  an  impression. 

I  am,  sincerely,  your  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U,  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  30,  1861. 
Capt.  H.  W.  Benham, 

TJ.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers  : 
Captain  :  You  will  please  repair  at  once  to  Bellaire  to  join  General 
Morris,  who  moves  on  Grafton.  You  will,  under  his  direction,  select  a 
proper  defensive  position  in  front  of  Grafton  to  cover  it  against  an 
attack  from  Harper's  Ferry  and  from  Beverly.  No  extensive  or  per- 
manent works  need  be  erected;  merely  a  few  batteries  for  light  guns 
and  works  to  be  defended  by  infantry  against  an  attack  by  infantry. 
Detached  works  rather  than  connected  lines  will  no  doubt  answer  the 
purpose.  I  need  not  ask  you  to  bestow  upon  this  work  all  your  talent, 
energy,  and  experience. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAK, 
[2.]  Major -General,  TJ,  8.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

No,  24.  ]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  30,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T,  A.  Morris,  Indiana  Volunteer  Militia,  will  proceed  to 
Grafton  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  at  that  point  and 
between  it.  Wheeling,  and  Bellaire  on  the  one  side,  and  Parkersburg 
on  the  other.  General  Morris  will  conform  to  the  instructions  given 
him  by  the  commanding  general  in  a  letter  dated  the  29th  instant.* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellau : 

N.  H.  McLEAlt, 

[2. J  Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  140.  I  Washington,  May  30,  1861. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Seventh  Eegiment  of  New  York  Vol- 
unteers will  proceed  with  his  regiment  to  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
it  will  be  mustered  out  of  service  of  the  United  States  by  Lieut.  M. 
Cogswell,  Eigtth  Infantry. 
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It  is  the  desire  of  the  War  Department  in  rellDquishing  the  services 
of  this  gallant  regiment  to  make  known  the  satisfaction  that  is  felt  at 
the  prompt  aucl  patriotic  manner  in  which  it  responded  to  the  call  for 
men  to  defend  this  capital  when  it  was  believed  to  have  been  in  peril, 
and  to  acknowledge  tlie  important  service  which  it  rendered  by  appear- 
ing here  iu  an  hour  of  dark  and  trying  necessity. 

The  time  for  which  it  had  engaged  to  serve  has  now  expired.  The 
service  which  it  was  expected  to  perform  has  been  handsomely  accom- 
plished, and  its  members  may  return  to  their  native  city  with  the 
assurance  that  its  services  are  gratefully  appreciated  by  all  good  and 
loyal  citizens,  whilst  the  G-overnment  is  equally  confident  that  when 
the  country  again  calls  upon  them  the  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vaiu 
to  the  young  men  of  IsTew  York. 

By  order : 

L.  THOMAS, 

[2.]  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  |  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  li.  )  Arlington,  May  31,  ISGl. 

I.  The  following  officers  are  announced  as  the  chiefs  of  their  re- 
spective departments  in  this  command,  to  wit:  Adjutant- general's 
department,  Gapt.  James  B.  Fry,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  inspector- 
general's  department,  Capt.  W.  H.  Wood,  Third  Infantry;  quarter- 
master's department,  Capt.  O.  H.  Tillinghast,  assistant  quartermaster; 
subsistence  department,  Capt.  H.  C.  Symonds,  acting  commissary  of 
suhsistence;  medical  department,  Asst.  Surg.  D.  L.  Magruder;  topo- 
graphical engineers.  First  Lieut.  H.  S.  Putnam. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

f-5.J  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 

No.  3.  i  Arlington,  May  31,  1861. 

I.  Col.  G.  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  having  been  relieved  from 
duty  in  this  department,  Col.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
is  relieved  from  his  present  duties  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade,  troops,  and  detachments  at  and  near  Alexandria. 

By  order  of  General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
[2-1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 

^^o-  5.  ]■  Arlington,  June  3,  1861. 

There  being  at  present  but  one  regiment  of  the  Connecticut  brigade 
in  this  department,  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-iifth  New  York,  with  the 
First  Connecticut,  will  temporarily  constitute  a  brigade  under  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Tyler. 
By  order  of  General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  PRY, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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General  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  25.  \  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  5,  1861. 

Commanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  compa- 
nies will  give  their  attention  to  the  following  requirements,  and  will 
be  held  responsible  to  a  strict  compliance  with  them: 

I.  The  allowance  of  transportation  to  troops  on  the  march  shall  not 
exceed  the  following,  and  this  as  soon  as  practicable  will  be  reduced 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster :  A  general  officer  and 
his  staff,  one  wagon ;  field  and  staff  and  baud  of  a  regiment,  one  wagon ; 
cavalry  or  horse  artillery  company,  one  wagon  and  a  half;  infantry 
company,  one  wagon.  The  baggage  will  be  limited  to  musket  car- 
tridges, camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  officers'  baggage  (mess-chest 
and  all  personal  effects  included),  not  to  exceed  the  regulation  allow- 
ances, viz:  For  general  officers,  125  pounds;  field  officers,  100  pounds; 
captains,  80  pounds ;  subalterns,  80  pounds. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  # 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  99.  5  Washington,  1).  C,  June  8, 1861. 

******* 

III.  Colonel  Burnside's  Ehode  Island  regiment,  with  its  light  battery 
and  wagons,  will  proceed  by  special  traiu  the  morning  of  the  lOtli 
instant  to  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  it  will  receive  further  instructions  from 
Major-General  Patterson,  commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

By  command  of  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Scott: 

H.  L.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  66.  )  Oliambersburg,  Fa.,  June  10,  1861. 

I.  The  following  is  the  present  organization  of  the  brigades  in  this 
vicinity.  Eegiments  will  be  taken  from  or  attached  to  each  brigade  as 
circumstances  require  or  as  they  arrive: 

First  Brigade,  Col.  George  H.  Thomas,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  com- 
manding :  Cavalry ;  Captain  Doubleday's  battalion  of  artillery  and  infan- 
try ;  Ehode  Island  regiment  and  battery,  Colonel  Burnside  commanding; 
Sixth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Nagle  commanding; 
Twenty-first  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Ballier  com- 
manding; Twenty-third  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Dare  commanding. 

Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Wynkoop  commanding :  First 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Yohe  commanding ;  Second 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Stumbaugh  commanding; 
Third  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Minier  command- 
ing ;  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Owen 
commanding:. 
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Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Williams  commanding:  Seventli 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Irwin  commanding;  Eighth 
EegimentPennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Emley commanding;  Tenth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Meredith  commanding; 
Twentieth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gray  command- 
ing. 

Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  Dixon  S.  Miles,  Second  U.  S.  Infantry,  com- 
manding: Second  and  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  Major  Shepherd  command- 
ing; Ninth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Longnecker 
commanding;  ThirteentL  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Eowley  commanding;  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Colonel  Ziegle  comraanding. 

Fifth  Brigade,  Brigadier- General  Negley  commanding :  Fourteenth 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Johnston  commanding; 
Fifteenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Oakford  com- 
manding. 

Every  officer  must  exert  himself  to  put  his  individual  command  in  the 
most  eflective  condition,  and  keep  it  so  for  instant  and  rapid  movement. 
Baggage  must  be  reduced  to  the  utmost. 

II.  Late  inspections  have  detected  culpable  neglects,  which  the  com- 
manding general  relies  upon  the  commanding  officers  to  whom  they 
were  pointed  out  to  correct.  If  a  regiment  be  not  properly  instructed, 
properly  supplied,  and  otherwise  prepared  so  as  to  give  assurance  of 
efficiency,  it  will  not  be  permitted  to  go  to  the  front. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  67.  )  GJiambershurff,  Fa.,  June  11,  1861. 

Aest.  Surg.  William  A.  Hammond,  Medical  Department,  is  medical 
purveyor  at  these  headquarters.    He  will  report  for  duty  to  Surg,  C.  S. 
Tripler,  medical  director. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 
,  No.  68.  ]  Ghambershurg,  Pa.,  June  11,  1861. 

I.  B\i;.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Oadwalader,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the- First  Division,  consisting  of  the  First, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Brigades.  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Keim,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Division, 
consisting  of  the  Second  and  Fi  fth  Brigades. 

II.  The  First  Wisconsin  Eegiment,  Col.  John  C.  Starkweather,  and 
the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Eegiment  are  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Brigade. 

III.  General  Cadwalader  will  immediately  join  his  command,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Greencastle,  Pa. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
[2.] 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Chamhersburg,  Pa.,  June  11, 1861. 
Col,  Lewis  Wallace, 

Eleventh  Indiana  Regiment,  Cumberland,  Md. : 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  comraaudiiig  general  I  to-day  telegraphed 
you  in  reply  to  your  query,  "What  shall  I  do  with  prisoners?"  "'Tis 
■well  not  to  have  many  prisoners.  Such  as  you  take,  imprison  and 
treat  kiudly.  Success  attend  your  calls."  Many  prisoners  would 
trammel  you  very  much,  and  unless  you  succeed  in  capturing  promi- 
nent or  very  troublesome  opponents,  the  commanding  general  thinks  a 
rout  would  be  as  effective  as  taking  prisoners,  by  spreading  demoraliza- 
tion in  their  ranks.  It  is  desirable  to  save  life,  secure  property,  and 
disarm  our  opponents.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  telegram,  your  letter 
of  the  10th  has  arrived.  The  commanding  general  will  not  forget  you, 
and  would  be  pleased  to  have  you,  but  unless  a  force  strong  enough  to 
maintain  itself  comes  to  take  your  place  he  cannot  call  you  from  your 
present  position,  now  daily  becoming  more  and  more  important  and 
essential  to  be  held  for  the  security  of  this  force.  Closson  reports  that 
the  bridges  which  it  was  desired  you  should  guard  are  destroyed.  Can 
you  not  cause  them  to  be  repaired  and  the  road  in  your  reach  made 
practicable?  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  be  cautious,  very 
cautious,  that  our  forces  shall  receive  no  check  or  reverse.  Either  will 
swell  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  fill  their  storehouses,  and  dispirit  our 
own  forces. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POKTBE, 

[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  37.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  11,  1861. 

Col.  W.  S.  Eosecrans,  Ohio  Volunteer  Militia,  will  proceed  to  Colum- 
bus, jOhio,  and  assume  the  command  of  the  four  regiments  of  three- 
years'  troops  encamped  near  that  city. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

N.  H,  MCLEAN, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  op  Washington, 

No.  140.  )  Washington,  D.  C,  June  12, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Schenck,  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported  for  duty  in 
compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  he  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  and  Second  Kegiments  of  Ohio 
Volunteers,  which  are  hereby  constituted  a  brigade. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield: 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
[2,]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  70.  )  Chambersburg,  June  13,  1861. 

The  First,  Third,  and  Fourth  Brigades  will  march  on  Saturday. 
Wagon  transportation  will  be  provided.  The  Second  and  Fifth  Bri- 
gades will  be  held  ready  to  move  on  Saturday,  and  as  fast  as  transpor- 

t.a.tifin    ia   r>rr>vi«lArI    will    mnvA    hv    rail         Snecial    instructions   wiU   be 
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given  eacli  brigade  commaiuler.    Eack  brigade  will  prepare  and  carry 
three  days'  cooked  provisions. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Aasixtant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.]  

General  Orders,  \     ITdqrs.  Dept.  op  Northeastern  Va., 

No.  5.  )  Arlington,  June  11,  ISCl. 

Unless  under  the  special  orders  in  each  case  of  a  commander  of 
brigade  or  superior  authority,  it  is  forbidden  to  any  officer  or  soldier 
within  this  department  to  arrest  or  attempt  to  arrest  any  citizen  or 
citizens  under  the  plea  of  their  being  secessionists,  or  for  any  cause 
whatsoever  save  that  of  being  at  the  time  in  arms  against  the  United 
States.  Nor  will  any  oflicer  or  soldier  without  the  like  authority 
forcibly  enter,  search,  or  attempt  to  search  any  house  or  the  premises 
of  any  peaceable  resident  or  other  persons  not  in  arras  against  the 
United  States.  The  military  or  police  force  will  arrest  any  one  found 
trespassing  even  on  the  premises  of  any  citizen  without  the  department. 

By  command  of  Brigadiei'-General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Wmhington,  J).  C,  June  14,  1861. 
Colonel  Stone: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  no  news.  Secretary  Chase  has  received  a  tele- 
gram. They  are  evacuating  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Look  out  for  squalls. 
I  understand  at  Edwards  Ferry  there  are  some  300  rebels  on  our  side. 
But  perhaps  your  presence  will  drive  them  off.  Ijook  out  for  the  canal 
from  here  to  the  falls. 
Yours,  truly, 

MANSFIELD. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

J^o.  27.  S  Ghambersburg,  Pa.,  June  ir>,  1861. 

The  headquarters  of  the  department  will  to-day  be  transferred  to 
Hagerstown,  Md.    *     *    * 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  ,T.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania. 

No.  74.  f  *    Hagerstoxon,  Md.,  June  16,  1861. 

The  First  Wisconsin  Regiment,  Col.  John  C.  Starkweather  command- 
ing, will  march  as  early  as  possible  toward  Cumberland  and  unite  with 
the  Rhode  Island  regiment  and  Second  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Burn- 
side,  to  relieve  and  sustain  Col.  Lewis  Wallace,  commanding  Indiana 
regiment,  now  closely  pressed  by  foes.    Colonel  Burnside  will  unite  the 
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three  regiments  and  artillery  and  cavalry  and  drive  back  the  rebels. 
The  quartermaster  will  provide  transportation  and  the  commissary  the 
necessary  subsistence  for  ten  days. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

P.  J.  POETElt, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Hbadquaeters  Department  of  Washington, 

Washington.  J).  C,  June  16,  1861. 
Col.  C.  P.  Stone,  ' 

Commanding  Expedition  Potomac  River: 
Sir  :  We  have  had  no  news  from  you  since  your  note  to  me  of  the  14th 
instant.  Tlie  general  is  anxious  to  hear  from  you.  1  therefore  send  to 
yon  two  messengers  with  some  letters.  You  must  be  careful  not  to 
expose  your  command  to  be  cut  up  in  detail.  Wo  apprehend  move- 
ments soon  in  our  front  by  the  enemy.  We  particularly  want  you 
to  guard  the  fords  and  ferries,  so  as  tx)  give  us  timely  .notice,  (ien- 
eral  Patterson  will  soon,  I  presume,  occupy  Harper's  Ferry,  as  it 
has  been  evacuated.  I  can  see  no  object  now  in  elongating  your  com- 
mand farther  from  us.  All  that  is  desired  is  to  shut  oft'  supplies  across 
the  river  from  the  enemy,  and  give  countenance  to  our  friends  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  and  open  the  canal  to  trade,  that  is  to  say,  render  it 
navigable,  if  it  can  be  done  without  deranging  your  military  movements. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  K.  P.  MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commandant. 

P.  S. — These  same  messengers  can  bring  your  dispatches.  Two  are 
sent,  as  one  is  liable  to  be  cat  oft"  and  robbed.  A  war  of  petty  posts 
amounts  to  nothing  in  the  end.  Large  number.s  of  troops  arc  reported 
as  arriving  at  Manassas  Gap  Junction,  no  doubt  from  Harper's  Ferry. 
You  must  be  careful  to  give  us  support  if  necessary,  at  the  same  time 
try  to  effect  simply  theobject  you  were  sent  on — to  cover  thecrossings,  &c. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  Eockville  Expedition, 

Poolesville,  June  16,  1861.  ' 
Maj.  J.  Grey  Jewell, 

Gomdg.  Second  Battalion,  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers: 
Major:  Provisions  for  three  days  were  last  night  ordered  for  your 
command  to  be  sent  to  you  before  sunset  to-day.  You  are  authorized 
to  occupy  any  position  near  Seneca  Mills  where  you  will  be  able  to  note 
approaches  by  the  river  road,  and  guard  the  defile  leading  in  by  the 
Seneca  Creek.  In  case  of  necessity  you  will  render  support  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Everett  in  maintaining  his  position  at  the  Aqueduct, 
but  will  not  too  much  weaken  the  guards  of  approaches  to  the  mill  by 
the  western  and  northern  roads.  The  enemy  has  appeared  in  some 
force  in  our  front. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 
[2.] 
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Headquarters  Eockville  Expedition, 

Foolesville,  June  16,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Everett, 

Gomdtj.  Fifth  Battalion,  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers : 
Colonel  :  Provisions  were  last  night  ordered  to  be  sent  to  you  before 
sunset  to-niglit.  From  tlie  supply  received  you  will  furnisli  Captain 
Degges.  Observe  your  enemy  well,  and  in  case  of  urgency  you  are 
authorized  to  report  direct  to  General  Mansfield,  sending  messengers 
up  the  canal  to  Edwards  Ferry  at  the  same  time.  Edwards  Ferry  is 
occupied  by  our  troops  since  last  night.  Your  fire  the  other  day  is  said 
to  have  killed  Captain  Shreve,  of  the  rebel  forces,  and  two  privates. 
Verv  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STOKE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 
[2.] 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Williamsport,  June  16,  1861.  , 
Col.  Lewis  Wallace, 

Camp  Eleventh  Indiana  Regiment,  Cumberland,  Md.: 
Colonel:  I  shall  send  to  you  this  evening  a  squadron  of  regular 
cavalry,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  a  regiment  of  infantry  under  Colonel 
Burnside.  This  will  be  handed  to  yon  by  Mr.  Closson,  who  has  been 
with  you  before.  Colonel  Burnside  will  proceed  to  Hancock,  and  Mr. 
Closson  can  bring  him  back  any  information  and  inform  hiin  of  your 
condition,  and  whether  or  not  he  is  to  press  forward  to  your  aid.  He 
will  continue  his  march  from  Hancock  to  Cumberland  as  speedily  as 
possible,  unless  he  hears  from  you  that  you  do  not  require  his  aid. 
Mr.  Closson  will  bring  me  back  information  from  you,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  be  in  a  condition,  with  transportation,  &c.,  to  move  further 
troops  to  your  aid  if  necessary.  I  write  in  great  haste,  and  most  sin- 
cerely hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  sustain  yourself  against  the  rebels. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major- Hen  era],  U.  S.  Army. 
[2.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Washington,  D.  C,  .l%me  17,  1861. 
Col.  C.  P.  Stone, 

Commanding  East  Potomac  ahove  Georgetown,  dr.: 
Sir:  The  enemy  is  now  in  large  force  at  Fairfax.    The  general  says 
if  you  can  spare  one  of  your  regiments,  say  the  First  Pennsylvania,  to 
send  them  quietly  back  to  their  camp  on  the  back  track,  out  of  sight, 
without  delay.    No  very  particular  news.* 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commandant. 
Keep  all  your  provisions. 

[2-] 

*For  answer,  sev  Vol.  II,  p.  111. 
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Headquarieks  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Sagerstoicn,  M(l.,  June  17,  1861. 
Col.  Lewis  Wallace, 

Commandinff,  &c.,  Cumberland,  Md. : 

Colonel:  Simultaueously  with  your  telegram  that  your  scouts  Lad 
seen  no  troops  witbiii  twelve  miles  of  you,  came  a  demand  from  the 
Ceueral-in-Chief  for  all  the  regulars  with  my  column  and  the  Ehode 
Island  regiment  and  battery,  the  force  which  the  commanding  general 
had  ordered  to  you.  It  was  too  late  to  send  another  regiment,  and 
transportation  could  not  be  obtained  till  some  time  after  your  telegram 
confirmed  the  suspicion  of  the  ruse  attempted.  It  is  evident  the  design 
was  to  draw  off  force  from  here  which  will  be  most  available  for  relief 
to  the  capital,  now  threatened  by  all  the  power  of  the  enemy.  For- 
tunately you  did  not  require  it,  and  it  had  not  gone  so  far  as  to  be  out 
of  leaeh.  It  is  now  on  its  way  to  Washington.  Cartridges  will  not  be 
here  till  to-morrow,  nor  caps.  In  the  meantime  transportation  is  being 
gathered,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  a  regiment  will  be  sent  to  you.  1 
wish  you  to  give  me  by  telegram  the  caliber  of  your  guns,  whether  .69, 
.58,  or  .54  inch.  No  communication  from  you  gives  information  of  the 
supplies  to  be  provided  at  your  place.  If  provisions  are  required,  be 
pleased  to  inform  Capt,  E.  G.  Beckwitb,  U.  S.  Army,  at  this  place,  by 
telegraph,  that  it  may  be  sent  by  first  wagon  train.  Our  means  of 
transportation  are  very  limited,  and  the  commanding  general  wishes 
you  and  all  who  join  you  to  be  self  reliant,  to  draw  only  absolute  neces- 
sities from  this  place.  He  desires  to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  oppor- 
tunity offers,  and  when  necessary  by  telegraph. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 

[2.J 


GenSeal  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  14.  j  Cincinnati,  June  17,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Seth  Williams,  Adjutant-General's  Department,  having 
reported  to  the  commanding  general,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  151,  of  June  5,  1861,  from  the  War  Department,  will  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  assistant  adjutant-general  at  these  headquarters. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
[2.] 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  June  18, 1861. 
Col.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Alexandria: 
The  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Eegiment  will  be  sent  down  to  you  to-day, 
and  the  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  send  the  Seventy-first  New 
York  back  when  the  Fourth  arrives.    Steamers  will  be  sent  from  the 
Navy-Yard  for  the  Seventy-first. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
[2.J 


404  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXIII. 

Headqtjaeters  Department  of  Washington, 

WaaMnf/ton,  D.  C,  June  18,  1861. 
Colonel  Stone, 

Commanding  East  vf  the  Potomac  above  High  Bridge: 
Sir:  The  general  directs  you  shall  keep  tlie  Peunsylvauia  regiment. 
We  have  received  two  regiments  since  I  wrote  and  more  expected. 
They  are  in  great  force  all  lound  us  here,  and  last  night  attacked  the 
Ohio  regiment  under  Colonel  McCook  that  was  in  a  train  near  Vienna,  and 
they  escaped  with  the  loss  of  some  10  to  20  men.  Be  cautious  but  firm. 
I  think  it  probable  the  general  will  send  you  further  instructions  soon. 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier- General  and  Commandant. 

P.  S.  (by  General  Scott). — I  am  thinking  of  causing  a  large  part  of 
Patterson's  force  to  unite  with  yon  and  operate  downward  from  Lees- 
burg,  and  meet  a  more  considerable  body  coming  up  from  McDowell's 
lines.    But  on  this  point  wait  for  further  instructions. 

[2.1  E.  D,  T. 


Special,  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  75.  s  Hagerstoicn,  Md.,  June  19,  1861. 

I.  Surg.P.O.  S.TeuBroeck  is  assigned  to  charge  of  General  Hospital, 
Department  of  Pennsylvania,  and  will  report  immediately  to  Dr.  Charles 
S.  Tripler,  medical  director,  for  instructions  as  to  its  organization. 

II.  General  Negley  will  march  as  soon  as  practicable  with  the  Four- 
teenth and  Fifteenth  Itegiments,  under  special  iustructions.  He  will 
leave  two  companies  of  his  command  to  follow  tomorrow,  also  under 
special  instructions. 

III.  Capt.  A.  Doubleday,  First  Artillery,  will  move  his  battery  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  be  governed  by  such  instructions  as  he  shall 
receive  from  these  headquarters. 

IV.  These  commands  will  be  provided  with  ten  days'  rations,  three 
cooked. 

V.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  provide  transportation  for 
the  regiments.  Such  of  this  transportation  as  may  be  called  for  by  the 
deputy  quartermaster-general  will  be  returned  here  at  such  times  as  he 
shall  designate. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
[2. J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEAD(iUARTERS  OF  THE  AkMY, 

Washington,  June  19,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  McDowell,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  the,  Arlington,  Va. : 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  desires  you  to  make  the  necessarj^  requisi- 
tions, and  to  take  proper  steps  for  arming  the  works  along  your  lines 
and  putting  them  in  a  complete  state  of  defense  without  delay. 
1  am,  sir,  -»ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Tlie  general  did  not  understand  that  the  Falls  Church  was  to 
be  occupied  by  your  troops.  He  thought  the  crossing  of  the  railroad 
with  the  road  from  Georgetown  was  the  most  advanced  post. 

[2.J 


chap.  lxiii.]  correspondence,  etc. — union.  405 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
^  Washington,  June  19,  1861. 

Capt.  Egbert  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Geii.,  Hdqrs.  I)ept.  of  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17tli  instant  indicating:  the  movement  of 
troops  by  Major-General  Banks  from  Annapolis  and  the  Relay  House 
to  Baltimore  has  been  received.*    The  movement  is  considered  by  the 
General-in-Chief  very  judicious. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  TOVVNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  June  19,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army  : 

Sir:  Major-General  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  Annapo- 
lis, directs  me  to  submit  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  General  in- 
Chief  the  following  report  of  the  positions  and  numbers  of  the  troops 
in  this  department,  viz:  A  battalion  of  the  Second  Regiment  New  Jer- 
sey State  Militia,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Speer  commanding,  stationed  on 
the  railroad  from  Laurel  to  Bladensburg,  headquarters  at  Bladensburg, 
aggregate  280  men;  the  Twentieth  New  York  State  Militia,  Col.  George 
W.  Pratt  commandiug,  on  railroad  from  Annapolis  to  Laurel,  head 
quarters  at  Annapolis  Junction,  aggregate  789  men ;  of  these  476  men 
are  at  the  Junction.  The  Sixth  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia, 
stationed  at  Annapolis,  aggregate  506  men,  Col.  J.  C.  Pinckney  com- 
manding; the  Sixth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Col.  Edward 
F.  Jones  commanding,  stationed  at  the  Relay  House,  Md.,  aggregate 
635  men;  the  Eighth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Col.  Edward 
W.  Hinks  commanding,  stationed  at  Relay  House,  aggregate  706  men; 
the  battery  of  Boston  Light  Artillery,  Maj.  Asa  M.  Cook  commanding, 
stationed  in  the  southern  outskirts  of  Baltimore,  on  line  of  railroad 
from  Baltimore  to  Washington ,  aggregate  1 16  men ,  6  pieces ;  the  Twenty- 
second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Col.  Turnei'  G.  Morehead  com- 
manding, stationed  at  same  place,  aggregate  774  men;  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  New  York  State  Militia,  Col.  Abel  Smith  commanding,  sta- 
tioned at  same  place,  aggregate  1,000  men ;  tlie  First  Regiment  Mary- 
land Volunteers,  Col.  John  R.  Kenly  commanding,  stationed  at  same 
place,  aggregate  about  900  men  (exact  aggregate  notlcnown);  two  com- 
panies Second  Regiment  Maryland  Volunteers,  stationed  with  First 
Regiment,  aggregate  202  men;  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteers,  Col.  William  D.  Lewis,  jr.,  commanding,  stationed  at 
Federal  Hill,  Baltimore,  aggregate  780  men,  with  6  pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery from  Fort  McHenry  taken  from  secessionists;  the  Nineteenth  Reg- 
iment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  Peter  Lyle  commanding,  stationed 
on  outskirts  of  Baltimore  between  Federal  Hill  and  Fort  McHenry, 
aggregate  770  men ;  the  Third  Battalion  Massachusetts  Mounted  Ritles, 
Maj.  Charles  Devens,  jr.,  commanding,  stationed  in  Fort  McHenry, 
aggregate  314  men;  Companies  I  (Second  Artillery)  and  K  (Fourth 
Artillery),  U.  S.  Army,  post,  field,  and  staff,  with  attached  garrison, 
Maj.  W.  W.  Morris  commanding  the  fort,  aggregate  206  men.    The 

*  See  Vol.  II,  p.  699. 
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aggregate  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  as  above, 
not  including  officers  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Annap- 
olis, is  7,272  men, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS, 
[2.]  Assista7it  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Oedees,  )  Headqtjaetees  of  the  Army, 

No.  105.  \  Washimjton,  1).  C,  June  20,  1861. 

Col.  William  T.  Sherman,  infantry,  is  attached  temporarily  to  the 
sta£f  of  these  headquarters  and  will  beobeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[2.] 


Special  Obdees,  )  Hdqes.  Depaetment  of  Pennstlyania, 

No.  76.  3  Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  20, 1861. 

I.  Capt.  James  H.  Simpson,  Topographical  Engineers,  is  assigned  to 
duty  as  the  chief  of  liis  corps  at  these  headquarters.  Lieut.  J.  L. 
Kirby  Smith,  Topographical  Engineers,  will  report  in  person  to  Captain 
Simpson. 

II.  Lieut.  Or\nlle  E.  Babcock,  Engineer  Corps,  will  report  for  duty  to 
Capt.  John  Newton,  chief  of  his  corps,  at  these  headquarters. 

IV.  The  following  regiments  will  constitute  the  Sixth  Brigade, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  John  J.  Abercrombie,  Seventh  U.  S. 
Infantry:  Eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Jar- 
rett  commanding;  First  Wisconsin  Regiment,  Colonel  Starkweather 
commanding;  Fourth  Connecticut  Regiment,  Colonel  Woodhouse  com- 
manding. 

V.  The  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col. 
Joshua  T.  Owen  commanding,  is  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Brigade, 
under  Brigadier-General  Negley.  As  soon  as  the  Sixth  Brigade  changes 
its  location  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  will  take  its  place  with  the 
Fifth  Brigade.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  provide  the 
necessary  transportation. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[2.]  

Special  Oedees,  \  Hdqks.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  77.  )  Eagerstown,  Md.,  June  20,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Negley  will  march  with  the  Fourteenth  and  Fif- 
teenth Regiments  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  as  soon  as  practicable,  and 
occupy  a  ppsition  just  in  advance  of  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  and  be  gov- 
erned by  instructions.  Colonel  Owen's  regiment  will  follow  and  report 
to  him.    The  quartermaster's  department  will  provide  transportation. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  78.  )  Eagerstown,  Md.,  June  31,  1861. 

The  First  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  Samuel  Yobe 
commanding,  will  move  as  early  as  possible  and  occupy  Frederick,  Md., 
under  such  instructions  as  may  be  given  him  from  these  headquarters. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  22,  1861. 
Col.  Charles  P.  Stone, 

Fourteenth  Infantry: 
Colonel:  The  General-in-Chief  desires  me  to  say  he  has  written  to 
General  Patterson  to  propose  a  column  in  the  direction  intimated  in 
conjunction  with  a  movement  iu  co-operation  from  Alexandria.*  Of 
course  your  column  would  be  absorbed  by  General  Patterson  in  this 
movement.  The  General-in-Chief  would  be  glad  that  you  should  fur- 
nish him  any  suggestions  which  may  occur  to  you.  Instructions  ha'^e 
been  given  to  General  Mansfield  to  carry  out  your  suggestions  as  to 
the  battalion  of  District  Volunteers  stationed  at  Seneca  Mills,  also  to 
supply  their  place  by  a  suitable  force.t 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

SOHUYLEE  HAMILTOI«r, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Townsend  is  temporarily  absent,  owing  to  sickness  of 
a  child,  supposed  to  be  dying. 

[2.]  

General  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

No.  10.  ]  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  23, 1861. 

Surg.  J.  M.  Cuyler  is  announced  a  medical  director  iu  this  depart- 
ment. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

T.  J.  HAINES, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

p.]  

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  109,  )  Washington,  B.  C,  June  30, 1861. 

I,  Col.  C.  P.  Stone,  commanding  the  Eockville  expedition,  will  send 
back  to  this  city  the  section  of  artillery,  the  mounted  troops,  and  such 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers  as  may  desire  to  return,  and 
with  the  remainder  of  the  force  under  his  command  will  join  the  column 
under  Major-General  Patterson. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

•  See  stone  to  Townsend,  June  22,  Vol.  II,  p.  114. 
tFor  Stone's  reply,  see  Juno  23,  Vol.  II,  p.  114. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 

No.  16.  )  Arlington,  June  30,  1861. 

I.  Col.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  having  reported  for 
duty  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
will  relieve  Col,  D.  Hunter,  Third  Cavalry,  in  the  command  of  the 
brigade  heretofore  assigned  to  that  officer. 

*  *  ■  *  *  *  »  » 

By  command  of  Urigadier-General  McDowell : 

J.  B.  FEY, 

[2.]  Anntstant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  18.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  30,  1801. 

I.  Surg.  J.  J.  B.  Wright,  Medical  Department,  U.  S.  Army,  having 
reported  to  the  general  commanding,  is  assigned  to  duty  as  medical 
director  of  this  department ;  this  assignment  to  date  from  May  28, 1861. 

II.  Capt.  Charles  P.  Kingsbury,  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  Army, 
having  reported  to  the  general  commanding,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
chief  of  ordnance  of  this  department;  this  assignment  to  date  from 
June  6, 1861. 

III.  First  Lieut.  Orlando  M.  Poe,  Topographical  Engineers,  U.  S. 
Army,  having  reported  to  the  general  commanding,  is  assigned  to  duty 
as  chief  topographical  engineer  of  this  department;  this  assignment 
to  date  from  May  1, 1861. 

IV.  First  Lieut.  Silas  Crispin,  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  Army, 
having  reported  to  the  general  commanding,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
assistant  to  the  chief  of  ordnance  of  this  department;  this  assignment 
to  date  June  5,  1861. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

N.  H.  MCLEAN, 
{'i.\  Aasistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 

No.  17.  )  Arlington,  July  1,  1861. 

I.  Col.  W.  B.  Franklin,  Twelfth  Infantry,  having  reported  for  duty 
in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is 
assigned  to  a  command  to  consist  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Militia,  Colonel  Lawrence,  and  the  Fourth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Hartrauft,  the  brigade  to  be  hereafter  increased. 

II.  Col.  O.  B.  Willcox,  First  Eegiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  to  consist  at  present  of  his  own 
regiment  and  the  regiment  of  New  York  Fire  Zouaves,  Colonel 
Farnham. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-Ceneral  McDowell: 

J.  B.  FRY, 

[2. 1  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  18.  1  Arlington,  July  1,  1861. 

I.  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  having  reported  for  duty 
in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is 
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assigned  to  the  coinmaud  of  the  brigade  to  cousist  of  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment New^  York  State  Militia,  Colonel  Lyons,  and  Fourteenth  Regiment 
New  York  State  Militia,  Colonel  Wood.  The  brigade  to  be  hereafter 
increased. 

*  »*#**# 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

,T.  B.  FRY, 

[3.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  ,9,  ItlOl. 
Lieut.  Gen.  WinfieLiD  Scott, 

General-inChief  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  ifcc.  ; 
(tENEral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  order  addressed  to  you  by 
the  President,  authorizing  you,  or  any  officer  acting  under  your  com- 
mand, to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any 
military  line  between  this  city  and  the  city  of  New  York,  should  it  be 
deemed  necessary. 

I  have  .the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

[Inclosurc-l 

To  the  Commanding  General,  Army  of  the  United  States  : 

You  are  engaged  in  repressing  an  insurrection  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  If  at  any  point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  military 
line  which  is  now  or  which  shall  be  used  between  the  city  of  New  York 
and  the  city  of  Washington  you  find  resistance  which  renders  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  public  safety,  you 
personally  or  through  the  officer  in  command  at  the  point  where  resist- 
ance occurs  are  authorized  to  suspend  that  writ. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of 
Washington  this  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States  the  eighty-tifth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Washington, 

No.  167.  )  Washingt07i,  J).  C,  July  ^,  1861. 

I.  The  following-named  regiments  and  light  battery  will  constitute  a 
brigade,  which  is  hereby  placed  xinder  tbe  command  of  Col.  A.  E. 
Burnside,  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Militia:  First  Regi- 
ment Rhode  Island  Militia,  Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Militia, 
Seventy -first  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia,  Second  Regiment  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers ;  light  battery  SecondRhodelsland  StateMilitia. 

II.  The  following-named  regiments  will  constitute  a  brigade,  wliich 
is  hereby  placed  under  the  command  of  Col.  I.  B.  Richardson,  Second 
"RegimeTit  o\  lAictogan^  o^Tmteers:  'Sieconflllegnnent  IvYic^'igaTi  "S?  olun- 
teers.  Third  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  First  Regiment  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  Twelfth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield: 

THEO.  TALBOT, 


J  ^11  £>vn  I 


410  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXIH. 

Special  Oedees,  )     Hdqes.  Depaetment  op  Washington, 

No.  169.  (  Washington,  B.  C,  July  3,  1861. 

The  following-named  regiments  will  constitute  a  brigade,  and  are 
hereby  placed  under  the  command  of  Col.  L.  Blenker,  of  the  Eighth 
Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers :  Eighth  Regiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Ncm'  York  Volunteers,  Garibaldi  Guards, 
New  York  Yolunteers. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[2.] 


Geneeal  Oedees,  )  IIdqrs.  Depaetment  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  30.  (  Martinsburg,  Ya.,  Jnhj  3,  1861. 

Until  further  orders  the  headquarters  of  this  department  will  be  at 
Martinsburg,  Va.,  postofBce,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

P.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[2.]  

Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Dept.  op  Noetheasteen  Vieginia, 
No.  24.  ]  Arlington,  July  4,  1861. 

I.  Capt.  A.  Baird  and  Capt.  W.  D.  Whipple,  Adjutant-General's 
Department,  having  reported  for  duty  in  compliance  with  orders  from 
the  War  Department,  are  assigned,  the  former  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general  to  General  Tyler's  command,  and  the  latter  as  assistant 
adjutant-general  to  Colonel  Hunter's  command. 

»  *  *  #  «  »  * 

By  command  of  General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[2-1  

Headquaetees  Rockville  Expedition, 

Opposite  Harper^s  Ferry,  July  5, 1861. 
Maj.  FiTZ  John  Portee, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania: 
SiE:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  by  which  the  major-general 
commanding  directs  me  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Charlestown  to 
effect  a  junction  with  the  main  column,  is  just  received.*  I  shall 
endeavor  to  pass  the  river  and  comply  with  the  instructions  of  the 
major-general  commanding;  but  my  command  being  entirely  destitute 
of  cavalry  or  artillery  the  passage  of  the  river  and  advance  through  a 
country  full  of  hostile  cavalry  will  be  necessarily  slow  and  somewhat 
hazardous.  If  it  be  intended  that  I  should  act  on  Leesburg,  I  should 
cross  at  or  near  Noland's  Ferry,  three  miles  below  Point  of  Rocks,  on 
the  south  of  the  ridge  and  below  the  Shenandoah  River.  This  com- 
mand now  consists  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  the  Ninth. 
New  York  (eight  companies),  the  First  New  Hampshire,  and  five  com- 
panies of  the  Pennsylvania  Twenty- fifth,  besides  a  detachment  of  some 

*  See  Porter  to  Stone,  July  4,  Vol,  II,  p.  121. 
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fifty  or  sixty  District  of  Columbia  volunteers  with  the  traiu.  The 
squadrou  of  cavalry  and  section  of  artillery  whicli  came  out  with  me 
were  ordered  back  to  Washington  on  the  30th  ultimo.  Harper's  Ferry 
was  suddenly  occupied  yesterday  by  a  few  of  the  enemy,  who  opened 
fire  on  our  pickets.  In  the  firing  which  followed  there  was  slight  loss 
on  both  sides;  on  ours,  1  killed  and  3  wounded,  all  of  the  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, New  York.  The  enemy  retired, 
very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel,  Commandiny  Expedition. 
[2.] 


Headqtjaetees  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Martinshiirri,  J'a.,  July  5, 1861. 
Col.  Charles  P.  Stone, 

Commanding  Expedition  en  route  to  this  place: 
Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  you  to  join  this  column  at  the 
earliest  moment,  indicating  the  crossing  at  Williamsport  as  affording 
the  greatest  expedition,  and  securing  the  rear.  If  you  are  short  of 
transportation  you  are  authorized  to  hire  all  necessary  vehicles  in  the 
country,  and  to  press  with  promise  to  pay  the  teams  of  unwilling  owu- 
ers.  The  generdl  wishes  to  hear  from  you  at  the  earliest  moment. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POllTEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  commanding  general  says  reduce  your  baggage  to  the  lowest 
limit,  your  tents  leave  behind,  and  i)ush  on  here.  'Tis  an  urgent 
matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

■  [2.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Dept.  op  Northeastern  Virginia, 

No.  2G.  )  Arlington,  Va.,  July  6',  1861. 

I.  Col.  E.  D.  Keyes,  Eleventh  Infantry,  having  reported  for  duty  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  brigade  now  under  Brigadier-General  Tyler, 
consisting  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  Connecticut  Regiments,  the 
Second  Maine  Regiment,  and  Captain  Varian's  battery,  of  the  Eighth 
Regiment  New  York  State  Militia. 

******* 
VI.  Colonel  Miles,  retaining  his  regimental  staff,  band,  and  head- 
quarters, is  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division  to  consist  at  present 
of  Colonel  Davies'  and  Colonel  Howard's    brigades,  not  yet  fully 
made  up. 

#  #  *  * ,  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 
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Headqtjaeters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  fi,  1861.  , 
Col.  C.  P.  Stoke,  U.  S.  Army: 

SlE:  Your  several  telegrams  of  the  2cl,  .'5(1,  and  4tb  iustant,  and 
letters  of  the  4th  and  two  of  the  5th  have  been  received.*  The  General- 
in-Chief  has  been  highly  pleased  with  the  whole  conduct  of  your  expedi- 
tion, and  only  regrets  that  it  has  not  been  in  his  ijower  to  furnish  you 
additional  cavalry  and  artillery  and  permit  you  to  carry  out  the  plans 
suggested  by  you.  Paramount  interests,  however,  induced  him  to  iilace 
you  with  General  Patterson's  column,  and  having  done  so,  he  had  no 
further  instructions  to  give  you.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  send  a 
Government  telegraph  operator  to  Point  of  Rocks  and  Harper's  Perry 
as  suggested  by  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adiutant- General. 

[2.]  

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

^YasMngton,  July  C,  1861. 
General  E.  Patterson, 

Martinsbnrg,  Va.: 
A  iine  Massachusetts  regiment,  under  Col.  G.  H.  Gordon,  has  just 
been  ordered  to  proceed  from  Boston  to  Willianasport  to  report  to  you. 
General  Sandford,  with  two  regiments  besides  those  which  leave  to-day, 
will  go  hence  to  Hagerstown  to-morrow,  where  they  will  need  trans- 
portation, 

WINPIELD  SCOTT. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

J^o.  31.  )  Martinsburff,  Va.,  Jnly  6,  1S61. 

I.  The  following  Articles  of  War  will  be  read  to  each  command,  and 
be  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  each  camp  and  quarters.  All 
officers  and  good  soldiers  are  required  to  check  with  a  firm  hand  any 
violation  of  these  regulations,  and  to  arrest  and  report  the  ofl'enders 
forthwith,  in  order  that  they  may  be  brought  to  punishment,  and  the 
good  name  of  this  army  and  of  the  American  people  protected  from 
dishonor : 

Auticle  49.  Any  ofDcer  belonging  to  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  by  dis- 
charging of  fire-arms,  drawing  of  swords,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means 
whatsoever,  shall  occasion  falso  alarms  in  camp,  garrison,  or  quarters,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial. 

Article  51.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence  to  any  person  who  brings  pro- 
visions or  other  necessaries  to  the  camji,  garrison,  or  quarters  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States,  employed  in  any  parts  out  of  the  said  States,  upon  pain  of  death,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  direct. 

Articlk  52.  Any  officer  or  Hoklier  who  shall  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy, 
run  away,  or  shamefully  abandon  auy  fort,  post,  or  guard  which  he  or  they  may  be 
commanded  to  defend,  or  speak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like,  or  shall  oast 
away  his  arms  .and  ammunition,  or  who  shall  quit  his  post  or  colors  to  plunder  and 
pillage,  every  such  offender,  being  duly  convicted  thereof,  shall  suffer  death  or  such 
other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  tho  sentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

'See  Vol.  II,  pp.  120,  121. 
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Article  54.  All  officers  and  soldiers  aro  to  behave  themselves  orderly  in  q^uarters 
and  on  their  march,  and  whoever  shall  coiiniiit  any  waste  ov  spoil,  either  in  -walks 
of  trees,  parks,  -narrens,  fish-ponds,  houses  or  gardens,  corn-fields,  inclosure  of 
meadows,  or  shall  maliciously  destroy  any  property  whatsoever  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  order  of  the  then  commander-in-chief 
of  the  armies  of  thosaid  States,  shall  (besides  such  penalties  as  they  are  liable  to  by 
law)  bepuuishod  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  ollense,  by  the  judgment  of 
a  regimental  or  general  court-martial. 

AuTlCLK  56.  Whosoever  shall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammu- 
nition, or  who  shall  knowingly  harbor  and  protect  an  enem,\ ,  shall  suilcr  death  or 
such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

Article  57.  Whosoever  shall  bo  convicted  of  holding  correspondence  with,  or 
giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall  suft'er  death  or 
such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

II.  The  names  and  offices  of  all  persons  engaged  in  plundering  or 
wantonly  destroying  property,  and  of  officers  conniving  at  sucli  dis- 
graceful practices,  will,  on  detection,  be  iiublislied  to  the  army  and  the 
country. 

III.  The  commanding  general  has  assured  the  citizens  of  protection 
while  i>eacefully  following  their  ordinary  avocations,  and  no  one  worthy 
of  association  with  honorable  men  will  disturb  them.  He  relies  upon 
the  loyal  men  of  his  command,  who  are  here  to  assert  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws  of  the  country,  to  see  that  they  are  not  violated  with 
impunity  by  wretches  who  assume  the  garb  of  the  soldier  only  to  dis- 
grace it. 

IV.  All  officers  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  these 
regulations  within  their  respective  commands. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

V.  J.  rORTEll, 
Assutaut  A<ijutaiit-  General. 
[2.] 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Vikginia, 
No.  13.  \  Washington,  July  8,  1861. 

Until  otherwise  ordered,  the  following  will  be  the  organization  of  the 
troops  in  this  department: 

Staff  of  the  department  commander:  Capt.  James  B.  Fry,  assistant 
adjutant- general.  Aides-de-camp — First  Lieut.  H.  W.  Kingsbury,  Fifth 
Artillery,  Maj.  Clarence  S.  Brown,  New  York  State  Militia;  Maj.  James 
S.  Wadsworth,  New  York  State  Militia.  Acting  inspector-general — 
Maj.W.  H.Wood,  Seventeenth  Infantry.  Engineers — Maj.  J.  G.  Bar- 
nard, First  Lieut.  F.  E.  Prime.  Topographical  engineers — Capt.  A.  W. 
Whipple,  First  Lieut.  Henry  L.  Abbot,  Second  Lieut.  Haldimand  S. 
Putnam.  Quartermaster's  department — Capt.  O.  H.  Tillinghast,  assist- 
ant quartermaster.  Subsistence  department — Capt.  H.  F.  Clarke, 
commissary  of  subsistence.  Medical  department — Surg.  W.  S.  King, 
Asst.  Surg.  David  L.  Magruder. 

First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler,  Connecticut,  commanding: 
First  Brigade,  Col.  E.  D.  Keyes,  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanding — 
■First  Connecticut  llegiment  Volunteers,  Second  Connecticut  Iteginient 
Volunteers,  Third  Connecticut  Itegiment  Volunteers,  Second  Maine 
Kegimeut  Volunteers,  Captain  Varian's  battery,  of  the  New  York 
Eighth  [Militia]  llegiment;  Company  B,  Second  Cavalry.  Second 
Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Itobert  C.  Schenck,  Ohio  Volunteers — First  Ohio 
Begimeut  Volunteers,  Second  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Second  Reg- 
iment New  York  Volunteers;  Company  E,  Second  Artillery  (light  bat- 
tery). Third  Brigade,  Col.  William  T.  Sherman,  Thirteenth  Infantry, 
pnmmn.nrlino- — Siirtv.Tiinth   Reciinftnt  New  York  Militia.  Seventv-ninth 
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Eegiment  New  York  Militia,  Thirteentli  Eegimeut  New  York  Militia, 
SecoDd  Eegiment  Wisconsin.  Volunteers;  Company  E,  Third  Artillery 
(light  battery).  Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  I.  B.  Eichardson,  Michigan  Vol- 
unteers, commanding — Second  Eegiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  Third 
Eegiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  First  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, Twelfth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

Second  Division,  Col.  David  Hunter,  Third  Cavalry,  commanding: 
First  Brigade,  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  commanding — 
Battalion  of  regular  infantry  (Second,  Third,  and  Eighth  Eegiments),* 
Eighth  Eegiment  New  York  Militia,  Fourteenth  Eegiment  New  York 
Militia,  Squadron  Second  Cavalry  (Companies  G  and  1) ;  company  Fifth 
Artillery  (light  battery).  Second  Brigade,  Col.  A.  E.  Burnside,  Ehode 
Island  Volunteers,  commanding — First  Eegiment  Ehode  Island  Volun- 
teers, Second  Eegiment  Ehode  Island  A^olunteers,  Seventy-first  Eegi- 
ment New  Y'ork  Militia,  Second  Eegiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers; 
battery  of  light  artillery.  Second  Ehode  Island  Eegiment. 

Third  Division,  Col.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  com- 
manding: First  Brigade,  Col.  W.  B.  Franklin,  Twelfth  Infantry,  com- 
manding-^Fourth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  Fifth  Eegiment  Mas- 
sachusetts Militia,  First  Eegimeut  Minnesota  Volunteers ;  Company  E, 
Second  Cavalry,  Company  I,  First  Artillery  (light  battery).  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  O.  B.  Willcox,  Michigan  Volunteers,  commanding — First 
Eegiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  Eleventh  Eegiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers (zouaves),  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers;  Com- 
pany D,  Second  Artillery  (light  artillery).  Third  Brigade,  Col.  O.  O. 
Howard,  Maine  Volunteers,  commanding — Second  Eegimeut  Maine  Vol- 
unteers, Fourth  Eegiment  Maine  Volunteers,  Fifth  Eegiment  Maine 
Volunteers,  Second  Eegiment  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Eeserve  (Fourth)  Division,  Brig.  Gen,  Theodore  Eunyon,  New  Jer- 
sey Militia,  [commanding]:  First  Eegiment  New  Jersey  (three  months) 
Volunteers,  Second  Eegiment  New  Jersey  (three  months)  Volunteers, 
Third  Eegiment  New  Jersey  (three  months)  Volunteers,  Fourth  Eegi- 
ment New  Jersey  (three  months)  Volunteers,  First  Eegiment  New  Jer- 
sey (three  years)  Volunteers,  Second  Eegiment  New  Jersey  (three 
years)  Volunteers,  Third  Eegiment  New  Jersey  ( three  years)  Volunteers. 

Fifth  Division, Col. D.S. Miles,  Second  Infantry,  commanding:  First 
Brigade,  Colonel  Blenker,  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding — Eighth 
Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  Garibaldi  Guard,  Twenty-fourth  [Twenty-seventh]  Eegi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Davies,  New 
York  Volunteers,  commanding — Sixteenth  Eegiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Eighteenth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  Thirty-first  Eegi- 
ment New  York  Volunteers,  Thirty-second  Eegiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers; Company  G,  Second  Artillery  (light  battery). 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ocneral.' 

[2.] 


Special  Oedeks,  )  Hdqes.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  91.  i  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  8,  1861. 

The  First  Pennsylvania  Eegiment,  Col.  Samuel  Yohe  commanding, 
will  garrison  this  post  and  be  the  guard  to  the  depot  established  here. 
As  far  as  practicable  quarters  will  be  provided  by  the  quartermaster's 

*See  foot-noto  (1),  Vol.  II,  p.  315.  \     ~ 
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department,  in  all  cases  taking  unoccupied  houses,  depot  buildings, 
and  houses  to  let,  &c.,  and  no  private  family  will  in  any  case  be  intruded 
upon.  The  commanding  officer  will  see  that  the  rights  of  citizens  are 
respected,  and  will  station  guards  for  their  protection.  The  companies 
of  Colonel  Dare's  regiment,  now  the  provost  guard  of  the  town,  will 
continue  as  at  present  and  rejoin  the  regiment  as  it  marches  to  the 
front.  For  the  town  regulations  the  colonel  commanding  will  for  the 
present  look  to  the  commanding  general. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[2.]  

Speciax  Orders,  )   Hdqrs,  Departjient  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  93.  )  Martinshurg,  Va.,  July  8, 1861. 

Division  and  brigade  commanders  will  require  those  regiments 
which  have  not  reduced  the  number  of  their  tents  to  four  common  and 
one  wall  tent  for  each  company,  and  one  wall-tent  to  other  officers,  at 
once  to  pack  the  surplus,  mark  them,  and  turn  them  in  to  Captain 
Woods, acting  assistant  quartermaster,  at  the  depot.  The  spare  wagons 
which  will  thus  be  created  must  be  used  to  carry  provisions.  Every 
wagon  which  can  be  spared  from  transporting  the  regiments  will  at  once 
be  sent  to  Colonel  Crosman,  who  is  authorized  to  call  for  what  he  requires. 
The  commanding  general  calls  upon  every  one  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
their  transportation  to  enable  him  to  move  a  large  force  to  the  front  and 
to  keep  this  army  provisioned. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.]  

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  94.  ]  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  8, 18C1. 

I.  The  First  New  Hampshire,  Ninth  New  York,  Seventeenth,  and  five 
companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and  a  detachment  of  District  of  Colnmbia  Volunteers  constitute  the 
Seventh  Brigade,  Col.  C.  P.  Stone  commanding,  and  are  temporarily 
attached  to  Keim's  (Second)  division. 

Bv  order  of  Maior-General  Patterson : 
■^  F.  J.  PORTER, 

Assistan t  A dj it tant- General. 

[2.]  

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  95.  )  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  8,  1861. 

The  Nineteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  New  York  Regiments  are  tempo- 
rarily attached  to  General  Wynkoop's  brigade,  and  will  move  with  it 
early  to-morrow  morning.  The  commanders  of  the  regiments  will  report 
in  person  to  General  Wynkoop. 

Bv  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 


J  /j*>  atf'/i  I 
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Special  Orders,  ]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylaania, 

No.  96.  \  Martinshtirg,  Ya.,  July  10,  1801. 

I.  Major-General  Sandford,  New  York  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  com- 
mand the  Third  Division,  which  will  be  composed  as  follows: 

Seventh  Brigade,  Col.  C.  P.  Stone  commanding — First  New  Hamp- 
shire Eegiment,  Ninth  New  Yoi'k  Regiment,  Seventeenth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  six  companies  Twenty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  detach- 
ment of  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers. 

Eighth  Brigade,  senior  colonel  commanding — Fifth  New  York  Regi- 
ment, Twelfth  New  York  Regiment,  Nineteenth  New  York  Regiment, 
Twenty-eighth  New  York  Regiment. 

The  regimental  commanders  will  report  to  their  brigade  commanders 
and  the  latter  to  Major-General  Sandford. 

II.  The  officers  of  the  quartermaster's,  subsistence,  and  medical 
departments  wlio  have  not  reported  in  person  to  the  chiefs  of  these 
departments  at  these  headquarters  will  at  once  do  so. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.Dept.  op  Northeastern  Virginia, 

No.  29.  ]  Arlington,  July  11,  1861. 

4.  Capt.  T.  M.  Vincent,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to 
duty  with  Col.  I ).  S.  Miles,  commanding  Fifth  Division,  and  will  report 
accordingly. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell  : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  98.  j  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  11,  1861. 

The  regiments  at  Williamsport  or  Hagerstown,  or  which  may  arrive 
at  those  points,  will  remain  there  until  farther  orders,  and  be  held 
ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  (luartermaster's  department 
will  provide  as  soon  as  possible  transportation  for  these  regiments  at 
the  rate  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No.  25,  and  a  supply  train  of  ten 
days'  provisions. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  District  op  the  Kanawha, 

I'oint  Pleasant,  July  11  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan: 

Sir  :  On  Sunday  night,  the  7th  instant,  at  about  10  o'clock,  I  left 
Camp  Dennisou  with  seven  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteers  (having  been  preceded  the  night  before  by  the  Twelfth  Ohio), 
and  reached  Gallipolis  with  the  Eleventh  on  the  9th  instant.  The 
Twelfth  arrived  there  yesterday,  and  last  evening  I  brought  both  regi- 
ments to  this  point.    Before  leaving  Camp  Deunison  it  was  apparent 


OHAP.LXm.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  417 

that  there  would  be  a  little  delay  in  the  equipment  of  the  Kentucky 
regiments,  and  upon  consultation  with  General  Bates  I  determined  to 
take  the  Eighth  Ohio  Regiment,  iu  order  to  he  sure  of  a  sufficient  reli- 
able force  to  commence  operations  in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Kanawha. 
Before  starting,  however,  an  order  received  from  you  determined  Gen- 
eral Bates  to  send  the  Fifth  and  Eighth  Ohio  to  Grafton,  and  the 
Eleventh  immediately  volunteered  to  take  the  place  of  the  Eighth  in 
my  command.  I  was  the  more  willing  to  accept  them,  since  their  col- 
onel, Charles  A.  Be  Villiers,  a  former  member  of  my  staff,  was  known 
to  l)e  a  good  disciplinarian,  who  had  seen  service  where  precaution 
against  guerrilla  attacks  was  necessary.  One  company  of  that  regiment 
is  doing  guard  duty  at  depot  at  Bellaire,  and  the  Governor  of  Ohio  will 
forward  two  companies  to  fill  up  the  regiment  in  a  few  days.  I  found 
at  Gallipolis  a  company  of  about  sixty  mounted  men  under  command  of 
Captain  George,  armed  with  Sharps  carbines,  single-barrel  pistols,  and 
sabers.  They  have  no  uniforms  or  horse  equipage,  and  the  caps  of  the 
self-primers  are  not  reliable.  They  will  be  of  little  service  to  me  for  a 
few  days.  I  found  also  a  section  of  light  artillery,  under  command  of 
Captain  Cotter,  consisting  of  two  brass  C  pounder  guns,  rifled,  with  a 
supply  of  ammunition,  unfixed,  but  no  sufficient  caps  for  the  James 
shell.  They  have  four  horses  to  each  caisson  and  gun  and  strongly  urge 
a  request  for  two  more.  1  learned  at  Gallipolis  that  Captain  Jenkins, 
with  a  mounted  company,  was  disturbing  the  Union  men  of  Virginia 
along  the  river  a  few  miles  above  Guyandotte,  and  sent  a  small  steamer 
to  meet  the  Kentucky  regiments,  with  orders  for  the  First  to  stop  at 
Guyandotte,  protect  the  district  above  described,  and  wait  orders  to 
move  along  the  road  to  Eed  House,  when  I  should  be  ] prepared  with  the 
other  regiments  to  move  on  Charleston.  I  expect  to  have  the  First 
situated  as  above  stated  tonight  and  the  Second  to  join  the  Twelfth  or 
Twenty-first  Ohio  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Twelfth  and  Twenty-first  Ohio  will  leave  this  afternoon  for 
Thirteen-Mile  Creek  up  the  Kanawha,  where  the  roads  from  Letart  and 
Eipley  join  the  Kanawha  road.  I  have  had  two  companies  of  the 
Twenty-first  scouting  up  both  sides  of  the  river  this  morning  and  they 
will  notifymeof  any  obstruction  or  opposition.  At  Thirteen-Mile  Creek 
I  propose  to  intrench  the  two  guns  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  with 
them  I  shall  use  for  the  present  two  smoothbore  C-pounders,  one  brass 
and  one  iron,  which  I  have  brought  from  Gallipolis.  The  Eleventh  I 
shall  keep  here  for  a  few  days,  sending  out  detachments  to  Letart  and 
in  that  direction  to  keep  down  the  rebel  marauders  and  encourage  the 
Union.  The  Second  Kentucky  I  shall  send  to  llipley  if  they  can  be  made 
ready  to  march  within  twenty-four  hours  from  their  landing  at  Thirteen- 
Mile  Creek.  As  soon,  also,  as  the  other  troops  are  ready  I  shall  move 
the  Twelfth  and  Twentj'- first  to  Bed  House  Shoals,  where  I  will  clear 
the  river  of  obstructions,  open  the  communication  with  Guyandotte,  and 
order  the  First  Kentucky  to  move  up  toward  Charleston,  joining  us 
near  Red  House.  So  much  I  expect  to  accomplish  before  the  beginning 
of  next  week,  and  as  the  regiments  are  new  to  my  command  I  shall  not 
be  disappointed  if  the  motion  is  somewhat  slow  until  I  get  discipline  a 
little  better  established.  By  Monday  or  Tuesday  next  1  hope  to  have 
another  company  of  cavalry,  four  more  rifled  guns,  and  some  needed 
equipments,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  and  a  train  of  wagons.  When  these 
reach  me  I  will  at  once  resume  the  advance,  the  regiment  at  Eipley  tak- 
ing the  road  by  Sissonville  and  keeping  in  communication  with  me 
across  the  country,  our  pickets  and  scouts  meeting.  The  movement  of 
troops  to  Thirteen-Mile  Creek  and  Red  House  will  be  by  boat,  the  sides 
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of  the  river  being  occupied  by  scouting  parties.  Your  orders  in  regard 
to  the  two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth,  tlie  Indiana  regiment  at  Par- 
kersburg,  and  the  Ohio  Twenty-second,  I  have  forwarded.  The  best 
information  indicates  that  Governor  Wise  has  about  2,500  men,  a  rather 
mixed  force,  at  Charleston,  having  left  Eipley  suddenly  on  the  rumor 
of  the  movement  of  my  command  some  days  ago.  I  bitterly  regret  I 
could  not  obtain  the  transportation  a  few  days  earlier.  I  shall  hope  to 
be  able  to  push  forward  scouts  from  Ripley  across  country  to  communi- 
cate with  Colonel  Tyler  at  Bulltown  and,  should  I  do  so,  will  be  glad  to 
have  him  authorized  to  co-operate  with  me  toward  Summersville,  as  I 
think  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  him  to  get  in  the  rear  of  the  rebels 
if  they  concentrate  at  Gauley  Bridge  with  a  view  of  holding  that  defile 
against  me. 

Hoping  my  plans  may  meet  your  approval,  I  remain,  general,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^'  J.  D.  COX, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District  of  the  Kanaioha. 

[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  105.  )  Martinsbury,  Va.,  July  li,  1861. 

The  Fourth  [Second]  Massachusetts  Eegiment,  Colonel  Gordon,  is 
assigned  to  the  Sixth  Brigade.    The  commanding  officer  will  report 
in  person  to  Colonel  Abercrombie. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Headqiiaeteks  District  of  the  Kanawha, 

Bed  House,  Jiily  14,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Camp  near  BucJchannon,  Va.: 
General  :  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  about  4  p.  m.,  and  I  am 
waiting  here  to  receive  news  of  the  advance  of  the  Kentuckians  along 
the  route  from  Guyandotte  and  Eipley  to  concentrate  on  Charleston  as 
I  have  ordered.  My  own  advance  has,  1  am  sure,  made  theirs  entirely 
safe,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that  we  have  already 
greatly  relieved  all  the  country  behind  us  from  a  reign  of  terror  which 
was  driving  men  from  their  pursuits  and  from  the  country.  We  have 
met  no  resistance  worth  mentioning  thus  far.  The  enemy's  forces  have 
retreated  as  we  have  advanced,  and  we  have  exchanged  a  few  shots 
with  their  scouts,  nothing  more.  Your  letter  directed  to  Gallipolis  giv- 
ing me  your  first  instructions  did  not  reach  me  till  yesterday,  which 
was  several  days  after  1  had  ordered  a  regiment  to  Guyandotte.  Tlie 
reason  for  doing  so  was  that  armed  parties  were  along  the  river  between 
Guyandotte  and  Point  Pleasant,  and  the  very  night  of  my  arrival  in 
Galiipolis  they  brought  to  a  boat  a  few  miles  above  Guyandotte  and 
took  from  her  a  box  of  pistols  and  one  of  sabers  belonging  to  private 
parties  at  Gallipolis.  Knowing  that  we  had  considerable  shipments 
of  U.  S.  stores  on  the  river,  and  that  the  river  commerce  should 
be  secure,  I  was  unwilling  to  leave  that  part  of  the  country  exposed, 
and  thought  it  my  duty  to  protect  it,  even  at  the  expense  of  a  tem- 
porary scattering  of  forces.    I  find  that  it  has  had  no  bad  effect  tUua 
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far.  The  rebels  believed,  as  1  am  well  informed,  that  my  force  in  this 
valley  is  as  great  as  the  whole  Avill  be  Avhen  concentrated,  and  suppose 
the  Guyandotte  force  to  be  au  additional  column  advancing,  and  I  am 
confident  of  effecting  the  concentration  in  time  for  any  necessity  I  may 
have,  with  the  additional  advantage  of  having  produced  a  good  moral 
effect  upon  the  lower  counties  by  the  march  of  troops  that  way.  My 
advance  is  steady,  but  not  rapid.  I  scout  the  country  ahead  a  day's 
march  in  advance,  and  then  move  with  a  good  advance  guard  on  each 
side  the  river,  sending  out  skirmishers,  the  steamers  following  with 
the  baggage  and  a  regiment  which  can  be  thrown  upon  either  side  at 
need.  At  Knob  Shoals,  a  couple  of  miles  above  Bufi'alo,  and  here  at 
Eed  House  are  very  difilcult  places  in  the  navigation  of  tbe  river. 
One  of  our  boats  grounded  at  Knob  Shoals,  and  was  in  some  danger  of 
being  injured  or  wrecked,  but  got  off  again  without  damage.  I  have 
two  boats  above  the  obstructions  placed  here  by  the  enemy,  which, 
although  they  make  the  passage  difiicult  and  a  little  dangerous,  have 
not  totally  stopped  the  channel.  The  Kentucky  regiments  have  found 
some  impediments  in  the  lack  of  tents,  which  were  a  little  behind,  and 
in  the  enormous  quantity  of  their  baggage,  which  has  hindered  their 
fully  performing  their  part  of  my  plan,  and  my  arrival  at  Charleston 
may  be  a  day  later  than  I  advised  you  in  my  last  dispatch.  I  have 
issued  a  peremptory  order  to  reduce  tbe  baggage  to  the  regulation 
weight.  The  Eleventh  Regiment  are  yet  without  tents.  I  have  half 
of  them  quartered  at  Point  Pleasant  as  a  guard  there  and  the  rest  here. 
No  more  artillery  has  arrived.  Only  thirty-eight  of  my  horsemen  have 
saddles,  and  the  rest  of  the  troop  are  waiting  at  Gallipolis  for  their 
equipments.  My  force  here  now  is  as  follows:  Four  companies  of 
illeventh  Regiment,  the  whole  of  Twelfth,  whole  of  Twenty-first,  two 
rifled  cannon,  with  forty-nine  men,  two  smooth-bore  cannon  without 
caissons  or  cannoneers.  In  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours  I  shall 
expect  to  be  joined  by  half  the  First  Kentucky  Regiment,  leaving  the 
other  half  at  Ripley,  and  in  two  or  three  days  to  be  joined  by  the  whole 
of  ijhe  Second  Kentucky.  If  my  reconnaissance  is  satisfactory,  I  shall 
not  wait  for  the  latter  short  of  Charleston. 

Meanwhile  I  remain,  general,  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District  of  the  Kanawha. 

[2.] 


Hdqbs.  Depaktment  of  Nobtheasteen  Virginia, 

Arlington,  July  15,  1861. 
Col.  D.  S.  Miles, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division: 
SiK:  It  has  just  been  learned  that  you  have  given  Colonel  Blenker 
orders  to  advance  with  his  brigade  this  evening.  The  general  com- 
manding directs  that  you  make  no  move  whatever  until  you  receive 
further  orders,  and  that  you  take  pains  to  see  that  there  is  no  move 
made  by  either  of  your  brigades  until  instructions  are  received  from 
these  headquarters.  You  will  also  give  your  especial  attention  to  pre- 
venting depredations  and  administering  punishment  for  those  already 
committed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Extract.] 
ClECULAR,]  HDQES.   DEPARTMENT   OF   PENNSYLVANIA, 

Bunlcer  Hill,  Va.,  July  16,  1861. 
The  troops  ■vrill  move  to-morrow  iu  tLe  following  order,  commencing 
at  3  a.  m.    The  Seventh  (Stone's)  Brigade,  of  Sandford's  division,  with 
Doubleday's  battery  and  train,  two  sections  of  Perkins'  battery  and 
one  company  of  cavalry  attached  temporarily  thereto. 

Colonel  Stone's  brigade,  after  the  column  has  reached  Smithfield  or 
Middleway  on  the  route  to  Charlestowu,  will  pass  forward  to  the  latter 
place,  keeping  a  strict  watch  upon  tlie  Winchester  railroad,  that  no 
enemy  from  that  quarter  be  thrown  upon  the  iiankof  the  column.  The 
wagons  will  be  formed  in  one  train  immediately  after  the  advance 
brigade  of  Cadwalader's  division,  arranged  in  the  order  of  march  of 
their  respective  brigades  and  regiments.  The  regimental  and  brigade 
quartermasters  will  be  required  to  superintend  the  march  of  their 
trains,  and  they  will  be  held  strictly  accountable  that  the  trains  are 
kept  closed  and  that  no  delay  arise  from  bad  or  careless  drivers.  Each 
regiment  will  furnish  a  guard  for  its  train,  which  will  aid  in  keeping 
the  wagons  up. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson: 

F.  J.  PORTEE, 

[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  the  Kanawha, 

Mouth  of  Focotaligo,  July  16,  1861.  ' 
Maj.  (len.  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio: 

Sir:  At  Bed  House  I  was  joined  by  half  the  First  Kentucky  Regi- 
ment, under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enyart.  I  ordered  him  to  join  me,  for 
two  reasons:  First,  because  my  advance  beyond  Ripley  was  such  that 
I  feft  assured  that  there  was  no  danger  of  its  being  attacked  by  any 
considerable  force,  and  second,  because  our  wagon  train  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  allow  to  Colonel  Guthrie  transportation  enough  for  a  whole 
regiment.  I  am  now  waiting  at  this  point,  which  I  reached  last  night, 
for  the  advance  of  the  Second  Kentucky  from  Guyandotte  to  Coals- 
mouth,  and  the  half  of  the  First  Kentucky  (if  Colonel  (luthrie  tinds  it 
safe  to  do  so)  from  Ripley  to  Sissonville.  I  shall  then  have  my  whole 
force,  except  part  of  the  Eleventh  (three  companies),  which  is  guarding 
stores  at  Point  Pleasant,  concentrated  at  three  points  upon  a  line  of 
twenty  miles  long,  commanding  all  the  roads  converging  at  Charleston 
from  Parkersburg  to  Guyandotte.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  remain- 
der of  my  artillery,  and  the  necessity  of  sending  a  strong  detachment  to 
comnmuicate  with  the  Second  Kentucky  has  used  all  the  horsemen  who 
are  equijjped,  except  half  a  dozen.  I  look  for  both  artillery  and  cavalry 
daily.  The  progress  thus  far  has  been  steady,  but  for  the  last  day  it 
has  been  in  the  face  of  constant  skirmishing.  Small  bodies  of  riflemen 
occupy  tlie  hills,  and  do  not  leave  them  till  driven  out  by  our  skirmish- 
ers, who,  being  armed  with  altered  muskets,  are  at  a  disadvantage  as 
to  the  range  of  t!ieir  pieces.  We  have,  however,  had  but  one  man 
seriously  hurt,  and  he,  I  think,  will  recover.  The  best  information  I 
can  now  get  puts  the  force  at  Charleston  superior  to  my  own  in  num- 
bers and  in  artillery.  It  is  said  they  have  so  weakened  the  suspension 
bridge  that  it  can  be  let  fall  at  a  moment's  warning ;  that  their  battery 
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of  some  eight  cannon  is  strongly  intrenched,  and  that  Wise  is  deter- 
mined to  make  a  strong  stand  tliere.  If  so,  he  certainly  has  a  position 
it  will  be  difficult  to  take  or  turn  from  this  side.  Tlic  Elk  is  not  ford- 
able  for"  some  distance  up,  and  the  ford  neither  good  nor  easily  held  by 
the  advancing  party.  These  reports  have  had  an  appearance  of  truth, 
which  has  made  it  seem  necessary  to  be  cautious,  and  I  shall  remain 
here  a  day  or  two  till  I  can  get  my  force  well  together,  and  by  means 
of  cavalry  scout  and  reconnoiter  to  better  advantage.  Meanwhile  I 
would  suggest  such  a  demonstration  in  the  direction  of  the  Gauley 
from  your  side,  if  possible,  as  would  cut  oft'  retreat.  I  have  made  a 
respectable  advance  every  day  but  one  since  leaving  Damp  Dennison, 
and  think  we  have  gone  as  fast  as  is  prudent.  1  am  sorry  to  Iiave  to 
report  an  accident  by  which  two  men  were  killed  and  another  badly 
wounded.  The  half  of  the  Kentucky  regiment  were  marching  on  Sunday 
evening  last  to  join  Colonel  Norton,  who  had  moved  in  advance  from 
Ked  House.  They  were  out  after  night-fall,  not  starting  till  about  9 
o'clock.  As  they  marched,  the  captain  of  the  rear  guard,  to  correct 
some  irregularity  in  marching,  commanded  "si eady,"  which  the  men 
mistook  for  "  ready,"  when  one  of  the  guns  in  the  rear  going  off  by 
reason  6f  the  nervousness  or  carelessness  of  the  man  holding  it,  a  por- 
tion of  the  company  imagined  they  were  attacked,  and  without  waiting 
for  orders  fired  in  the  direction  of  the  shot.  Tlie  above  is  the  account 
given  by  the  officers  of  the  regiment.  1  should  have  said  that  I  had 
sent  Colonel  Norton  in  advance  to  reconnoiter  for  our  next  day's  marcb, 
and  learning  that  he  was  in  the  vicinity  of  a  considerable  force  with  a 
small  battery  of  artillery,  I  sent  the  re-enfor<-ement  after  receiving  the 
news.  The  difficulty  of  taking  our  artillery  across  the  river  has  pre- 
vented me  since  last  evening  from  making  an  attack,  as  the  position  is 
reported  by  Colonel  Norton  to  be  a  very  strong  one  naturally,  being  on 
a  narrow  hill  difficult  of  access.  I  expect  Colonel  Woodruff  to  be  in 
their  rear  before  to-morrow,  and  will  by  that  time  have  examined  the 
ground  and  made  arrangements  for  driving  the  enemy  out. 
Meanwhile,  I  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  inclose  a  ticket  torn  from  a  musket-box  found  in  the  store- 
house of  a  secessionist  named  Barber,  who  lived  a  little  above  this  poiut. 
It  may  seem  to  prove  where  the  arms  of  some  of  Wise's  troops  were  got 
and  how  issued. 

[2.]  J-  3>-  tl- 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  117.  5  Wasldngton,  J).  C.,Julrj  17,  1861. 

Maj.  A.  J.  Myer,  signal   officer,  will   report  to  Brigadier-General 
McDowell,  commanding  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  for  duty. 
Bv  command  of  Lieuteuant-General  Scott : 

h:.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[2.1  Assistant  Adjuiant-Gciieral. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  21.  )  Centerville,  July  19,  1801. 

Maj.  W.  F.  Barry,  Fifth  Artillery,  is  announced  as  chief  of  artillery 
in  this  command.    He  will  at  once  proceed  to  make  a  thorough  inspec- 
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all  necessary  steps  to  ])romote  their  efiQciency.    All  estimates  and  requi- 
sitions for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  and  for  battery  horses  will  be 
made  directly  to  the  chief  of  artillery  by  the  commanders  of  the  batteries. 
By  command  of  Brigadier- General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[2.]  

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  107.  ]  Charlestotcn,  Va.,  July  19,  186i. 

I.  The  term  of  service  of  the  Second  and  Third  Pennsylvania  Kegi- 
ments  having  expired,  they  will,  if  not  otherwise  directed  by  the  War 
Department,  proceed  as  soon  as  practicable,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Wynkoop,  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  to  be  mustered  out  of 
service.    *    *    * 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

P.  J.  PORTEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[2.] 


Spi^cial  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No,  109.  S  Charlestown,  Va.,  July  20, 1861. 

The  Twenty-third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Dare 
commanding,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  will  march  to-morrow 
morning  to  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  where  the  quartermaster's  department 
will  have  rail  transportation  prepared  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.    *    *    * 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

r.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  113.  )  Charlestown,  Va.,  July  20,  1861. 

I.  The  Connecticut  regiment  at  Hagerstown  and  Williamsport  (Col- 
onel Woodhouse  commanding)  will  be  relieved  by  the  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  arriving  at  Hagerstown,  and  join  this  command 
without  delay.  So  soon  as  the  depot  is  transferred  to  Harper's  Ferry 
the  troops  at  Hagerstown  and  Williamsport  (one  company  excepted  at 
the  latter)  will  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

II.  The  Third  Wisconsin  Regiment  (Colonel  Hamilton  commanding) 
will  join  this  command  as  soon  as  provided  with  arms  and  accouter- 
ments. 

By  order  of  Maior-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
[2.] 


1861. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania 

No.  114.  )  Charlestown,  Va.,  July  21, . 

The  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiments,  now  at 

Keys'  Ferry,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,   will  march  to 
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Hagerstown,  via  Shepberdstown,  and  take  rail  transportation  to  Har- 
risburg,  where  the  regiment  will  be  mustered  out  of  service,  as  directed 
by  the  "War  Department.    «    *    * 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs,  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 

No.  43.  i  Arlington,  July  23, 1861. 

lY.  Maj.  H.  J.  Hunt,  Fifth  Artillery,  is  announced  as  chief  of  artil- 
lery in  this  department. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[2.J 


SpEOiAi,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  124.  )  Harper^s  Ferry,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

The  Eleventh  Indiana  Eegiment,  Col.  Lewis  Wallace  commanding, 
will  march  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  where  rail  transportation  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  quartermaster's  department  to  Indianapolis,  where  the 
regiment  will  be  mustered  out  of  service.  The  commanding  general 
parts  with  this  gallant  regiment  with  regret.  It  has  earned  a  good 
name  in  action,  and  sustained  it  in  a  patriotic  manner  by  voluntarily 
tendering  its  services  to  remain  in  this  command  if  in  danger. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson. 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  125,  )  Earper^s  Ferry,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

1.  The  Tenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Meredith 
commanding,  will  march  via  the  Antietam  Ford  to  Hagerstown,  and,  if 
rail  transportation  cannot  be  provided,  will  continue  its  march  to  Har- 
risburg,  where  it  will  be  mustered  out  of  service.  The  commanding 
general  takes  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of 
Brigadier-General  Williams'  brigade,  which  has  borne  trials  without  a 
murmur,  and  has  ever  been  ready  for  duty,  which  it  cheerfully  and 
faithfully  performed, 

2.  Brigadier-General  Williams  will  repair  to  Hagerstown  and  assume 
command  of  all  the  Pennsylvania  troops  at  that  point  about  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  put  them  in  motion  to  Harrisburg,  either  by  rail  or  march- 
ing, as  circumstances  may  require. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Patterson: 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
[2.1 


424  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXID. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Depaktment  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  126.  ]  Harpcr^s  Ferry,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

The  Seveiiteentli  KegimeiitPenusylvauia  Volunteers,  Col.  Francis  E. 
Patterson  commanding,  will  take  rail  transportation  from  this  place 
to-morrow  to  Baltimore,  eu  route  to  Philadelphia,  to  be  mustered  out 
of  service.  The  commanding  general  takes  pleasure  in  bearing  testi- 
mony to  the  invariable  good  conduct  of  this  regiment,  evinced  not  only 
through  their  whole  term,  but  iu  their  willingness,  promptly  expressed, 
to  remain  in  the  held  when  their  term  of  eulistmeut  had  expired. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson: 

P.  J.  POETBR, 

[2.J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADCitlAETEKS   01-'   THE   ARMY, 

Washington,  July  23,  1861. 
Major-General  Dis,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
It  is  supposed  six  regiments  have  arrived  within  a  few  hours  from 
Harrisburg.     Send  forward  fonr  of  them  to  this  city  without  delay. 
Stop  no  more  regiments  without  permission,  and  give  me  your  views  as 
to  your  force.* 

[2.]  WINFIELD  SOOTT. 


(tEneral  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Kanawha, 

No.  7.  f  Poca,  July  23, 1861. 

The  troops  will  move  from  Poca  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  24th 
instant.    The  Eleventh  liegiment  Ohio  Volunteers  will  move  to-night 
to  the  White  House,  throw  out  their  pickets,  and  then  await  further 
orders. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Cox,  commanding  district: 

J.  N.  McELKOY, 
[2.]  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  24,  1801. 
General  McDowell,  Arlington: 

Eetain  all  the  long-term  volunteers  in  your  department.  Colonel 
Blenker's  three  regiments,  now  on  this  side,  are  ordered  over  to  you. 
])esignate  the  ])oint,  say  between  Forts  Corcoran  and  Albany,  where 
they  shall  go.    They  will  march  over  the  Long  Bridge. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[2,j  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  24,  1861. 
General  McDowell,  U.  S.  Army,  Arlington: 
Tiie  De  Kalb  Regiment  is  ordered  over  to  your  department. 

E.  D.  TOWJSTSEND, 
[2.]  Assistaoit  Adjutant-General. 


'  For  reply,  see  Dii  to  Townsend,  ivi^'  21,  Vol.  II,  p.  759. 
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Headqxjabtees  oi'  TiiK  Akmy, 

Washington,  July  31,  1861. 
General  McDowell, 

Arlington : 
General  Scott  says  send  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  (Highland) 
Kegiment,  notwithstanding-  it  may  bo  a  lon-j-term  regiment,  over  to 
report  to  General  Mansfield  without  delay.    Send  four  companies  of 
cavalry  and  leave  three  in  your  department. 

B.  1).  TOWNSEND, 
[^•J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  ^  Hdcjrs.  Army  of  Occur ation, 

>  Western  Virginia, 

No.  3.  )  Grafton,  July  21, 1801. 

Brigadier-Cieneral  Reynolds,  having  been  assigned  by  General  Or- 
ders, No.  1,  of  this  department,  to  the  First  Brigade,  will  proceed  to 
Cheat  Mountain  to  relieve  Brigadier-General  Schleicli,  who,  having 
turned  over  all  his  orders,  papers,  and  information  relating  to  his 
command,  will  return  to  Columbus  and  report  to  Governor  Deunison 
for  further  orders.  The  commanders  at  Beverly  will  report  to  General 
Eeynolds  for  orders. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Kosecrans: 

C.  KINGSBUKY,  Jr., 
(2.J  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Uept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.4i.  i  Arlington,  July  25, 1861. 

II,  Captains  Baird,  Whipple,  McKeever,  and  Vincent,  of  the  Adju- 
tant-General's Department,  are,  by  directions  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, relieved  from  duty  with  this  command,  and  will  report  to  the 
Adjutant-General  for  orders. 

III.  The  division  command  under  Colonel  Miles  is  broken  up.  The 
two  companies  of  the  Second  Infantry  now  under  command  of  Major 
Sykes  will  be  jilaced  under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  of  the 
Second  Infantry  present  (Captain  Davis),  and  the  regimental  stafl'and 
band  will  report  to  Captain  Davis  at  Arlington. 

VI,  Col.  Andrew  Porter  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops 
posted  for  the  defense  of  the  lines  about  Arlington,  including  the 
Columbia  turnpike.  Colonel  Porter  will  post  the  troops  for  the  purpose 
in  view,  and  send  in  as  soon  as  possible  a  return  of  his  command. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

General  Orders,  \     Hdqrs.  District  op  the  Kanawha, 

iSo,  8.  )  IjUc  Kiver,  July  25,  1861. 

The  army  is  about  to  enter  Charleston,  which  yesterday  was  the 
headquarters  of  Wise  and  the  rebel  army.    Its  people  have  been  told 
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that  we  come  as  robbers  and  murderers  of  women  and  chUdren.  The 
general  in  command  knows  that  every  soldier  desires  to  prove  that  we 
have  been  vilely  slandered.  To  make  the  proof  most  signal  the  army 
will  not  halt  in  the  town.  We  will  march  through  in  soldierly  order, 
no  man  leaving  the  ranks  or  shouting  or  making  any  unnecessary 
noise.  Let  the  conduct  of  the  troops  be  in  contrast  to  the  profane  and 
disorderly  behavior  of  the  rebel  army,  and  the  people  will  bless  us  as 
the  restorers  of  safety  and  liberty  of  conscience  and  speech  and  the 
defenders  of  their  property.  This  order  will  be  read  at  the  head  of 
every  company  before  entering  the  town  of  Charleston. 
Bv  command  of  J.  D.  Cox,  brigadier- general,  commanding  district: 

^  J.  N.  Mcelroy, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant' General. 
[2.]  

Headquaktees  of  the  Akmy, 

WasMnffton,  July  26, 1861. 
Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  Harper'' s  Ferry: 
I  think  it  advisable  that  you  draw  [in]  the  long-term  regiments  at 
Hagerstown  and  bring  thence  the  stores  to  Sandy  Hook. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  of  the  Akmy, 

^Yashington,  July  20,  1861. 
General  J.  A.  DiX,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Baltimore: 
General  Scott  says  retain  three  of  the  regiments  coming  from  Fort 
Monroe  in  your  department,  and  send  hither  Baker's  one  and  a  half 
regiment. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[2.J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaktees  of  the  Akmy, 

Washington,  July  2C,  1861. 
General  Dix,  TT.  S.  Army, 

Fort  McEenry: 

Send  both  the  Second  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Mann,  and  the  Twelfth 
Massachusetts  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  telegraph  General  Banks  they 
are  coming. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[2.] 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  26, 1861. 
Colonel  Webster, 

Comdg.  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
Proceed  with  your  regiment  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  report  to  the 
commanding  officer. 

WmFtELD  SCOTT. 
[2.] 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Maryland, 

Fort  IlcHenry,  July  2C,  1861. 
Maj.  Asa  M.  Gook, 

Commanding  Massachusetts  Battery  Light  Artillery: 
Major:  The  term  of  service  of  your  command  has  expired.  Your 
oflQcers  and  men  are  entitled  to  their  discharge.  They  were  among  the 
first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Government  at  a  moment  of  great  public 
peril.  They  have  performed  their  duty  ably,  promptly,  and  faithfully, 
and  they  -will  receive  the  thanks  of  their  State  and  of  the  whole  couu- 
try.  "Whenever  they  ask  to  be  sent  home  transportation  will  be  promptly 
provided.  But  it  is  my  earnest  request  that  they  continue  till  Tuesday, 
the  30th  instant,  to  hold  the  position  they  occupy.  By  that  day  I  shall 
be  able  to  relieve  them.  The  unfortunate  reverse  at  Manassas  has 
compelled  me  to  make  the  request.  But  for  that  occurrence  they  would 
ere  this  have  been  provided  with  transportation  to  their  homes.  I  tried 
to  see  them  and  explain  to  them  more  fully  than  I  am  able  to  do  on  paper 
the  necessity  for  their  services  during  the  few  days  to  come.  Present 
this  appeal  to  them,  and  let  tliem  act  as  their  good  name  and  that  of 
the  glorious  Commonwealth  they  represent  shall  seem  to  require. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
[2.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  2G,  1861. 
Col.  Charles  J.  Biddle, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Cumberland,  Md.: 
Hasten  with  the  two  Pennsylvania  regiments  to  join  the  force  at 
Harper's  Ferry. 

[2.]  WINPIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  36, 1861. 
Col.  John  W.  Geary, 

Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Fhiladelphia  : 

Hasten  without  delay  to  Harper's  Ferry  via  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad. 

[2.]  WIFFIELD  SCOTT. 


House  op  Representatives,  July  S7, 1861. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Blair,  jr. : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  House  a  copy  of  the  letter  and  report  of  Hon.  Joseph  Holt  to  the 
President  of  United  States,  dated  18th  February,  1861,  in  response  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th  of  said  month, 
requesting  the  reasons  for  assembling  the  United  States  troops  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States.* 

Attest: 

EM.  ETHERIDGE, 

[2.]  Cleric. 

*  See  Scott  to  Grow,  August  5,  1861,  p.  435. 
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Geneeal  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  1.  )  WashitKjton,  July  27,  1861. 

In  accordance  with  Geueral  Orders,  No.  47,  of  July  25, 18C1,  from  tlie 
War  Department,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the 
Division  of  the  Totomac,  comprising  the  Military  Departments  of  Wash- 
ington and  Northeastern  Virginia.  Headquarters  for  the  present  at 
Washington.  The  following-named  ofiacers  are  announced  upon  the 
division  staif :  Bvt.  Maj.  S.  Williams,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Maj. 
J.  G.  Barnard,  corps  of  engineers;  Oapt.  S.  Van  Vliet,  assistant  quar- 
termaster; Capt.  U.  F.  Clarke,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Maj.  W,  F. 
Barry,  Fifth  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery. 

"^'  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

ro.]  Major -General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Maryland, 

Fort  McHenry,  Jtdy  29,  1861. 

Hon.  S.  P.  CnASE,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Sir  :  The  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  who  will  hand  you  this, 
wishes  to  make  some  representations  to  you  in  regard  to  the  intercourse 
carried  on  between  this  State  and  Virginia.  A  larger  force  of  small 
steamers  is  needed  in  the  bay.  There  is  not  a  single  one  this  side  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  and  there  is  a  constant  supply  of  articles  of 
merchandise,  some  of  them  for  military  uses,  through  the  Patuxeut  and 
Eappahannock.  It  is  very  desirable  that  this  intercourse  should  be 
broken  up. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

[2.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  .36.  I  Sandy  Hool;  July  3!>,  18G1. 

I_  The  following  officers  compose  the  department  staff,  and  will  be  at 
these  headquarters  if  their  stations  are  not  specially  designated  :  Oapt. 
Eobert  Williams,,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Col.  Fitz  John  Porter, 
Fifteenth  Iiifautry,  acting  inspector-general;  Capts.  John  Newton, 
John  D.  Kurtz,  and  Second  Lieut.  O.  E.  Babcock,  Engineer  Corps; 
Capts.  James  H.  Simpson,  James  W.  Abert,  and  Second  Lieut.  J.  L. 
Kirby  Smith,  Topographical  Engineers;  Lieut.  Col.  George  H.  Crosman, 
deputy  quartermaster- general;  Capt.  A.  K.  Eddy,  assistant  quarter- 
master, Hagerstown  Depot;  Captain  Boyd,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Sandy  Hook ;  Captain  Woods,  Ninth  Infantry,  acting  assistant  quar- 
termaster; Capt.  E.  G.  Beckwith,  Third  Artillery,  chief  commissary; 
First  Lieutenant  Bruyeres,  First  Wisconsin  Regiment,  acting  assistant 
commissary  of  subsistence,  Sandy  Hook  Depot,  in  charge  supply 
trains;  Surg.  C.  S.  Tripler,  medical  director;  Surgeon  (hooper,  medical 
purveyor,  Hagerstown;  Asst.  Surg.  W.  A.  Hammond,  medical  dei)art- 
ment,  Hagerstown.  All  orders  given  by  the  chief  of  each  dci)artment 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  commanding  general  will  be 
promptly  obeyed. 

II.  The  following  organization  of  brigades  will  go  into  effect  at  once. 
Regimental  and  battery  commanders  will  report  in  person  to  their 
brigade  commanders: 

First  Brigade,  Col.  George  H.  Thomas,  Second  Cavalry,  command- 
ing :  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  and  Philadeljjhia  City  Troop  and  section  New 


Chat.  LXIII]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  429 

York  Ninth;  Ehode  Islaud  battery,  Captain  Eeynolds  commanding; 
NineteentliNew  York  Volunteers,  Colonel commanding;  Twenty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Donnelly  commanding;  Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Geary  commanding;  Second 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Mann  commanding. 

Second  Brigade,  Col.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  Seventh  Infantry,  command- 
ing: First  Artillery  Battery,  Major  Doubleday  commanding;  Second 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gordon  commanding;  Fourth 
[Twelfth]  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Colonel  Webster  commanding ;  Six- 
teenth Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hacldeman  commanding;  Twelfth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Wallace  commanding. 

Third  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  com- 
manding: Fourth  Artillery  Battery,  Captain  Perkins  commanding; 
Ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Stiles  commanding;  Third  Wis- 
consin Volunteers,  Colonel  Hamilton  commanding;  Fifth  New  York 

Volunteers,  Colonel commanding,  until  the  expiration  of  their 

term  of  service ;  First  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Colonel  Tappan 
commanding. 

III.  The  artillery  and  cavalry  will  return  to  the  brigade  to  which  it 
is  assigned  on  executing  the  duty  for  which  they  may  at  any  time  be 
temporarily  detached.  Tbe  batteries  and  the  Second  Massachusetts 
Kegiment  are  now  specially  posted,  and  unless  tbe  emergency  be 
urgent  and  so  sudden  that  reference  cannot  be  made  to  the  command- 
ing general  they  will  not  be  removed  except  by  orders  from  the 
commanding  general. 

IV.  Regiments  will  be  held  ready  for  review  and  inspection  at  any 
moment  by  the  inspector-general. 

V.  Drills  will  take  place  regularly,  three  times  a  day,  under  the 
supervision  and  direction  of  the  brigade  commander,  and  be  dispensed 
only  by  their  orders. 

VI.  Major-General  Sandford,  New  York  Militia,  on  his  own  request, 
is  relieved  from  duty  with  this  column,  and  will  report  for  orders  to 
Lieutenant-General  Scott. 

By' order  of  Major-General  Banks: 

KOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
[2. J  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  )         Hdqks.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  133.  ]  July  29,  1861. 

The  Twentieth  Pennsylvania  Kegiment,  Col.  WilUam  H.  Gray,  and 
the  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Col.  John  F.  Ballier,  their 
terms  of  service  having  expired,  will  take  transportation  to  their  place 
of  mustering  in,  to  be  mustered  out  of  service. 
By  order  of  General  Banks: 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
[2.1  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  i         Hdqrs.  Dept.  op  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  141.  )  Sandy  Eoolc,  July  29, 1861. 

The  light  artillery  under  Captain  Tompkins,  their  term  of  service 
having  expired,  will  take  transportation  to  Providence,  E.  I.,  to  be 
mustered  out  of  service. 
Bv  order  of  Major-General  Banks : 

^  ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 

[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Generax,  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  2.  3  Washington,  July  30, 1861. 

The  general  commanding  the  division  has  with  much  regret  observed 
that  large  numbers  of  officers  and  men  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Wash- 
ington are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the  streets  and  hotels  of  the  city. 
This  practice  is  eminently  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military  disci- 
pline, and  must  at  once  be  discontinued.  The  time  and  services  of  all 
persons  connected  with  this  division  should  be  devoted  to  their  appro- 
priate duties  with  their  respective  commands.  It  is  therefore  directed 
that  hereafter  no  officer  or  soldier  be  allowed  to  absent  himself  from 
his  camp  and  visit  Washington,  except  for  the  performance  of  some 
public  duty  or  for  the  transaction  of  important  private  business,  for 
which  purposes  written  permits  will  be  given  by  the  commanders  of 
brigades.  The  permit  will  state  the  object  of  the  visit.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  be  held  responsible  for  the  strict  execution  of  this  order. 
Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  is  detailed  for  temporary 
duty  as  provost-marshal  in  Washington,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly.  Colonel  Porter  will  report  in  person  at  these 
headquarters  for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Major- General  McClellau: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[2.] 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  144.  ]  Sandy  Hooh,  July  30, 1861. 

The  Fifth  and  Twelfth  New  York  Kegiments,  their  term  of  service 
having  expired,  will  take  trausijortatiou  to  New  York,  there  to  be  mus- 
tered out  of  service. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Banks: 

EOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[2.] 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  13.  )  Washington,  July  31, 1861. 

It  has  been  the  prayer  of  every  patriot  that  the  tramp  and  din  of 
civil  war  might  at  least  spare  the  precincts  within  which  repose  the 
sacred  remains  of  the  Father  of  his  Country.  But  this  pious  hope  is 
disappointed.  Mount  Vernon,  so  recently  consecrated  anew  to  the 
immortal  Washington  by  the  ladies  of  America,  has  already  been  over- 
run by  bands  of  rebels,  who,  having  trampled  under  foot  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States — the  ark  of  our  freedom  and  prosperity are 

prepared  to  trample  on  the  ashes  of  him  to  whom  we  are  all  mainly 
indebted  for  those  mighty  blessings. 

Should  the  operations  of  war  take  the  United  States  troops  in  that 
direction,  the  General-in-Chief  does  not  doubt  that  each  and  every 
man  will  approach  with  due  reverence,  and  leave  uninjured,  not  only 
the  tomb,  but  also  the  house,  the  groves,  and  walks  which  were  so 
loved  by  the  best  and  greatest  of  men. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
By  command : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

[2.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HKADQtTABTEKS  DEPARTMENT   OF  MAETLAND, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  31,  1861. 
Capt.  Henbt  B.  Nones, 

U.  8,  Revenue  Service: 
'  Captain  :  You  -will  proceed  ■with  the  revenue  cuttei-  Forward  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn  liiver  and  take  such  measures  as  you  may  deem 
proper  to  break  up  the  intercourse  supposed  to  be  carried  on  between 
that  river  and  the  Patuxent  in  contraband  articles  destined  to  Vir- 
ginia. A  delicate  and  discreet  discrimination  must  be  made  between 
commercial  transactions  by  citizens  of  Maryland  with  each  other  and 
those  with  the  Confederate  States.  The  former  must  not  be  interrupted 
or  disturbed,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  proper  exami- 
nations for  your  own  information,  but  all  arms,  ammunition,  munitions 
of  war,  and  articles  obviously  intended  for  military  uses  will  be  detained 
and  reported  to  the  commanding  oflScer  of  the  department.  You  are 
hereby  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the  schooner  Georgiana  and 
use  her  as  a  tender  to  the  Forward,  Any  facilities  you  may  require  in 
the  execution  of  the  trust  confided  to  you  will  be  furnished  by  Colonel 
Eoberts,  of  the  First  Pennsylvania,  commanding  officer  at  Annapolis, 
to  whom  a  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  sent. 
Respectfully,  vours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
[2.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Maryland, 

Fort  McEenry,  Md.,  July  31, 1861. 
Col.  Halbert  E.  Paine, 

Fourth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Relay  Eoum,  Md.  : 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  has  instructed  me  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday,  and  to 
reply  that  the  prompt  disposition  made  of  your  force  on  your  arrival 
at  the  lielay  House  has  his  approval.  The  verbal  message  sent  you 
to  the  effect  that  "you  might  start  to-day  or  to-morrow"  was  intended 
as  personal,  it  being  expected  that  the  command  would  proceed  to  its 
destination  under  the  next  senior  officer,  to  whom  instructions  would  be 
transferred  by  Col.  E.  F.  Jones,  in  command  of  the  troop  ordered  to  be 
relieved.  You  are  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  your  command  as  will 
best  guard  the  railroad  and  bridges  on  that  portion  of  the  railroad 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington  that  was  recently  guarded  by  the 
Sixth  Massachusetts  llegiment  Militia,  using  your  own  discretion  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  should  be  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  PELOUZB, 
Captain,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 

[2.]  

General  Orders,  i   Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  38,  ]  Sandy  Hook,  July  31,  1861. 

The  Sixth  Connecticut  Regiment  is  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade, 
Colonel  Thomas  commanding.    Colonel  Thomas  will  change  its  present 
camp  to  one  nearer  the  camps  of  the  other  regiments  of  his  brigade. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Banks : 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
[2.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orbers,  )  Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

2no.  4.  )'  Vi'mhingion,  1>.  6'.,  August  1,  18G1. 

Col.  \Y.  F.  Siuitli,  Third  liegiinent  Vermont  Volunteers,  is  placed  in 
command  of  all  the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chain  Bridge.  The 
commanding-  officers  of  the  Sixth  llegiment  of  Maine  Volunteers,  of 
the  artillery,  and  of  Company  H,  Second  Cavalry,  will  report  to  him 
for  instructions.  Colonel  Smith  will  be  governed  in  his  operations  by 
instructions  direct  from  the  commanding  general. 

By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  53.  ]  Arlington,  August  1, 1861. 

******* 

IV.  Capt.  IT.  C.  Symonds,  Subsistence  Department,  will  relieve  ( 'apt. 
H.  F.  Clarke,  same  department,  as  chief  of  subsistence  at  department 
headquarters. 

.  *  *  «  «  *  »  * 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FHY, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Heaixjttarters  of  the  Army, 

WasJiington,  Augtist  J,  1861. 
Major-General  Dix,  U.  S.  Army, 

Oomdg.  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  Fort  McHenry,  Md. : 
Sir  :  Tlie  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  ordered  the 
Twenty-first  Indiana  llegiment,  which  left  Indianapolis  at  5  p.  m.  yes- 
terday, to  report  to  you.  He  telegrai)Led  to  you  to  day  to  halt  the 
Fifth  Wisconsin,  and  has  given  directions  to  the  Ordnance  Department 
in  relation  to  arms.  He  has  also  ordered  two  compauies  cavalry,  Capt. 
Thomas  S.  Eichards,  from  Harrisburg,  and  Captain  Hofl'editz,  from 
Beading,  Pa.,  to  report  to  you  in  Baltimore.  Other  regiments  and  a 
battery  will  be  assigned  to  your  command  as  soon  as  practicable.  I 
inclose  herewith  two  letters  from  Captain  (libson*  for  your  informa- 
tion, and  such  action  as  you  judge  to  be  proper.  It  will  not  be  prac- 
ticable to  supply  the  noncommissioned  officers  the  captain  desires  for 
his  detachment  of  recruits. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  \        Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  147.  )  August  1,  1861. 

As  the  term  of  service  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment  expires 
on  the  4th  proximo,  it  will  as  soon  as  practicable  take  transportation 
to  Concord,  N.  II.,  there  to  be  mustered  out  of  service. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Banks: 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
[5-]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

•  Omitted. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

M'ashington,  August  1,  1801. 
Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Ike  Shenandoah,  Sandy  Hook: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  July,*  tlie  GeDeral-in-Ghief 
authorizes  you  to  place  your  stores  under  a  sufficient  guard  at  Freder- 
ick. You  were  telegraphed  the  27th  [2Gth]  of  July  by  the  general  to 
draw  in  the  long-term  regiments  from  Hagerstown  and  biing  thence 
their  stores.  The  order  was  qualified  by  prefixing  the  words  "1  think 
it  advisable."  The  Fifth  Wisconsin  Eegiment  has  been  ordered  to  halt 
at  Baltimore. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  I).  TOWNSEISTD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Special  Ordeks,  )  Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  7.  )  Washington,  August  2,  18G1. 

The  seven  Pennsylvania  regiments  now  in  this  vicinity,  belonging  to 
the  organization  known  as  the  Pennsylvania  Eeserve,  will  constitute  a 
brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  McGall,  of  volunteer 
service.  Brigadier-General  McCall  will  encamp  his  brigade  upon  the 
giound  which  has  been  indicated  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeastern  Virginia, 
-    No.  26.  1  Arlington,  August  2, 1861. 

I.  Oapt.  Eufus  Ingalls,  assistant  quartermaster,  is  announced  as  chief 
of  his  department  at  these  headquarters. 

*#*♦*** 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  2,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Dix, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fort  McEenry : 
Halt  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment  in  your  department.    It  is  reported 
to  have  left  Indianapolis  at  same  time  as  Twenty-first  Regiment,  already 
ordered  to  your  department.    Dis]iose  of  Sixth  Wisconsin  Regiment  in 
same  way  as  Fifth  Eegiment, 

^  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[5.]  


'See  Vol.  II,  p.  770. 
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Geisteeal  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Depaetment  op  Washington, 

No.  34.  j  Washington,  D.  C,  August  3,  1861. 

Col.  John  Sedgwick,  First  EegimeDt  of  Cavalry,  is  hereby  appointed 
acting  inspector-general  and  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  this 
department,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield : 

THEO.  TALBOT, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Oebees,  )  Hdqes.  Aemy  of  Occupation, 

|.  Westeen  Virginia, 

No.  50.  )  Glarlcshurg,  Va.,  August  3,  1861. 

The  command  of  the  District  of  Grafton,  created  by  General  Orders, 
No.  7,*  having  been  assigned  to  Brigadier-General  Kelley,  Brigadier- 
General  Hill  will  turn  over  to  him  the  command  of  the  post  at  Grafton 
and  vicinage,  and  all  public  property,  books,  papers,  orders,  and  instruc- 
tions relating  thereto,  and  proceed  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  report  to  the 
Governor  for  duty  in  reorganizing  the  Ohio  regiments. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Eosecrans: 

C.  KINGSBURY,  Je., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5-]  

Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  9.  )  Washington,  August  4,  1861. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Third  New  Jersey  Eegiments  of  Volunteers, 
Greene's  battery  of  artillery,  and  Company  G,  Second  Cavalry,  will  con- 
stitute a  brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  P.  Kearjiy,  U.  S.  vol- 
unteer service.  The  brigade  will  for  the  present  occupy  a  position  at  or 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cloud's  Mills,  and  the  commander  of  the  Department 
of  Northeastern  Virginia  will  give  the  necessary  instructions  for  the 
assembling,  as  soon  as  practicable,  of  the  troops  assigned  to  General 
Kearny's  command. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Diyision  or  the  Potomac, 

No.  10.  )  August  4,  1861. 

The  troops  of  this  division  hereinafter  designated  are  organized  into 
brigades  as  follows : 

Brigadier-General  Hunter's  brigade— Twenty-third,  Twenty-fifth, 
Thirty-fifth,  and  Thirty- seventh  Eegiments  New  York  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Heintzelman's  brigade— Fifth  Eegimeut  Maine 
Volunteers,  Sixteenth,  Twenty-sixth,  Twenty-seventh  New  York  Volun- 
teers; Tidball's  battery.  Company  A,  Second  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman's  brigade— Ninth  Eegiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  Fourteenth  Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  De  Kalb  Regi- 
ment New  York  Volunteers,  Fourth  Eegiment  Michigan  Volunteers; 
Hamilton's  battery,  Company  E,  Third  Artillery;  Company  I,  Second 
Cavalry. 

*  See  Vol.  \,  p.  552. 
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Brigadier-General  Kearny's  brigade— First,  Second,  Third  New  Jer- 
sey Volunteers;  Greene's  battery,  Company  G,  Second  Artillery;  Com- 
pany G,  Second  Cavalry. 

Brigadier-General  Hooker's  brigade — First  and  Eleventh  Regiments 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Twenty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Colonel  Keyes'  brigade — Twenty-second,  Twenty-fourth,  Thirtieth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Fourteenth  New  York  Militia. 

Brigadier-General  Franklin's  brigade— Fifteenth,  Eighteenth,  Thirty- 
first,  and  Thirty-second  llegiments  New  York  Volunteers;  Piatt's  bat- 
tery, Company  M,  Second  Artillery. 

Colonel  Blenker's  brigade — Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Twenty- seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Gari- 
baldi Guards,  New  York  Volunteers. 

Colonel  Richardson's  brigade — Twelfth  Regiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Second  and  Third  Regiments  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Brigadier-General  Stone's  brigade — Thirty-fourth  Regiment  New 
Y'ork  Volunteers,  Tammany  Regiment  (or  Jackson  Guard),  First  Regi- 
ment Minnesota  Volunteers,  Second  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia. 

Col.  W.  F.  Smith's  brigade — Second  and  Third  Regiments  Vermont 
Volunteers,  Sixth  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers,  Thirty-third  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteers;  Company  H,  Second  Cavalry;  Captain  Mott's 
[New  York]  battery. 

Colonel  Couch's  temporary  brigade — Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers,  Seventh  and  Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Thirty-sixth 
Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  Second  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers  and  the  Second  Regiment 
Wisconsin  Volunteers  will  remain  at  Fort  Corcoran,  and  report  to  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman.  The  Twenty-first  Regiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers will  remain  at  Fort  Runyon,  and  report  to  Brigadier-General 
McDowell.  The  Seventeenth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  will 
remain  at  Fort  Ellsworth,  and  report  to  Brigadier-General  Hunter. 
The  .brigade  commanders  will  report  in  person,  with  as  little  delay  afe 
possible,  at  these  headquarters  for  information  respecting  the  present 
position  of  the  regiments  under  their  command,  and  for  instructions 
regarding  the  location  of  their  brigades  when  formed. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5-J  

Wab  Department, 
Washington,  August  5, 1861. 
Hon.  Galtjsha  a.  Grow, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Ji7th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  "a  copy 
of  the  letter  and  report  of  Hon.  Joseph  Holt  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  dated  February  18, 1861,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  11th  of  said  month,  requesting 
the  reasons  for  assembling  the  United  States  troops  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
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[iDcloaure.] 

War  BEPAETirENT, 
Washington^  February  18,  18G1. 
To  the  Peesident  : 

Sir  :  Ou  the  11th  of  February  the  Ilonse  of  Eepresentatives  adopted 
a  resolution  requestiug  the  President,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests,  to  communicate  "the  reasons  that  had  induced  him  to 
assemble  so  large  a  number  of  troops  in  this  city,  and  why  they  are  kept 
here,  and  whether  he  has  any  information  of  a  conspiracy  upon  the  part 
of  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  to  seize  upon  the  capital 
and  preveut  the  inauguration  of  the  President-elect."  This  resolution 
having  been  submitted  to  tliis  Department  for  consideration  and  report, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  body  of  troops  temporarily  transferred 
to  this  city  is  not  large,  as  is  assumed  by  the  resolution,  though  it  is  a 
well-appointed  corps  and  admirably  adapted  for  the  preservation  of 
the  i>ublic  peace.  The  reasons  which  led  to  their  being  assembled  here 
will  now  be  briefly  stated. 

I  shall  make  no  comment  uj)on  the  origin  of  the  revolution  which  for 
the  last  three  months  has  been  in  progress  in  several  of  the  South- 
ern States,  nor  shall  I  enumerate  the  causes  which  have  hastened  its 
advancement  or  exasperated  its  temper.  The  scope  of  the  question  sub- 
mitted by  the  House  will  be  suflicieutly  met  by  dealing  with  the  facts 
as  they  exist,  irrespective  of  the  cause  from  which  they  have  proceeded. 
That  revolution  has  been  distinguished  by  a  boldness  and  completeness 
of  success  rarely  equaled  in  the  history  of  civil  commotions.  Its  over- 
throw of  the  Federal  authority  has  not  only  been  sudden  and  wide- 
spread, but  has  been  marked  by  excesses  which  have  alarmed  all,  and 
been  sources  of  profound  humiliation  to  a  large  portion  of  the  American 
people.  Its  history  is  a  history  of  surprises  and  treacheries  and  ruth- 
less spoliations.  The  forts  of  the  XTnited  States  have  been  captured 
and  garrisoned  and  hostile  flags  unfurled  upon  their  ramparts.  Its 
arsenals  have  been  seized,  and  the  vast  amount  of  public  arms  they 
contained  a])propriated  to  the  use  of  the  captors,  while  more  than  half 
a  million  of  dollars  found  in  the  mint  at  New  Orleans  has  been  unscru- 
jmlously  applied  to  replenish  the  cotters  of  Louisiana. 

OfiScers  in  command  of  revenue-cutters  of  the  United  States  have 
been  prevailed  on  to  violate  their  trust  and  surrender  the  property  in 
their  charge,  and,  instead  of  being  branded  for  their  crimes,  they  and 
the  vessels  they  betrayed  have  been  cordially  received  into  the  service 
of  the  seceded  States. 

These  movements  were  attended  by  yet  more  discouraging  indica- 
tions of  immorality.  It  was  generally  believed  that  this  revolution 
was  guided  and  urged  on  by  men  occupying  the  highest  positions  in 
the  public  service,  and  who,  with  the  responsibilities  of  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  still  resting  upon  their  consciences,  did  not 
hesitate  secretly  to  plan  and  openly  to  labor  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  Eepublic  whose  honors  they  enjoyed  and  upon  whose  Treasury 
they  were  living.  As  examples  of  evil  are  always  more  potent  than 
those  of  good,  this  spectacle  of  demoralization  on  the  part  of  States 
and  statesmen  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  most  deplorable  conse- 
quences. The  discontented  and  the  disloyal  everywhere  took  courage. 
In  other  States  adjacent  to  and  supposed  to  sympathize  iu  sense  of 
political  wrong  with  those  referred  to  revolutionary  schemes  were  set 
on  foot,  and  forts  and  arms  of  the  Unit^  States  seized.  The  unchecked 
prevalence  of  the  revolution  and  the  intoxication  which  its  triumphs 
inspired  naturally  suggested  wilder  and  yet  more  desperate  enterprises 
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thau  the  conquest  of  ungarrisoned  forts  or  the  pluuder  of  an  unguarded 
mint.  At'tt-hat  time  the  armed  occupation  of  Washington  City  became 
a  part  of  the  revolutionary  programme  is  not  certainly  known.  More 
than  six  weeks  ago  the  impression  had  already  extensively  obtained 
that  a  conspiracy  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  guilty  purpose  was  in 
process  of  formation,  if  not  fully  matured.  The  earnest  endeavors  made 
by  men  known  to  bo  devoted  to  the  revolution  to  hurry  Virginia  and 
Maryland  out  of  the  Union  were  regarded  as  preparatory  steps  for  the 
subjugation  of  Washington. 

This  plan  was  in  entire  harmony  with  the  aim  and  spirit  of  those 
seeking  the  subversion  of  the  Government,  since  no  more  fatal  blow  at 
its  existence  could  be  struck  than  the  permanent  and  hostile  possession 
of  the  seat  of  its  power.  It  was  in  harmony,  too,  with  the  avowed 
designs  of  the  revolutionists,  which  looked  to  the  formation  of  a  confed- 
eracy of  all  the  slave  States,  and  necessarily  to  the  conquest  of  the 
capital  within  their  limits.  It  seemed  not  very  iudistinctly  prefigured 
in  a  proclamation  made  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  without  qualifica- 
tion, if  not  exultantly,  that  the  Union  was  already  dissolved — a  jn-ocla- 
mation  which,  however  intended,  was  certainly  calculated  to  invite  on 
the  part  of  men  of  desperate  fortuiies  or  of  revolutionary  States  a  raid 
upon  the  capital.  In  view  of  the  violence  and  turbulent  disorders 
already  exhibited  in  the  South,  the  public  mind  could  not  reject  such 
a  scheme  as  at  all  improbable.  That  a  belief  in  its  existence  was  enter- 
tained by  multitudes  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  this  belief  I  fully 
shared.  My  conviction  rested  not  only  on  the  facts  already  alluded  to, 
but  upon  information,  some  of  which  was  of  a  most  conclusive  char- 
acter, that  reached  the  Government  from  many  i)arts  of  the  country, 
not  merely  expressing  the  prevalence  of  the  opinion  that  such  an  organ- 
ization had  been  formed,  but  also  often  furnishing  the  plausible  grounds 
on  which  the  opinion  was  based.  Superadded  to  these  proofs  were  the 
oft-repeated  declarations  of  men  in  high  political  positions  here,  and 
who  were  known  to  have  intimate  atliliations  with  the  revolution,  if, 
indeed,  they  did  not  hold  its  reins  in  their  hands,  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  would  not  or  should  not  be  inaugurated  at  Washington.  Such 
declarations  from  such  men  could  not  be  treated  as  empty  bluster.  They 
were  the  solemn  utterances  of  those  who  well  knew  the  import  of  their 
words,  and  who,  in  the  exultation  of  the  temporary  victories  gained 
over  their  country's  flag  in  the  South,  felt  assured  that  events  would 
soon  give  them  the  power  to  verify  their  predictions.  Simultaneously 
with  these  prophetic  warnings  a  Southern  journal  of  large  circulation 
and  influence,  and  which  is  published  near  the  city  of  Washington, 
advocated  its  seizure  as  a  possible  jmlitical  necessity.  The  nature  and 
power  of  the  testimony  thus  accumulated  may  be  estimated  by  the 
effects  produced  upon  the  popular  mind. 

Apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  capital  were  communicated  from 
points  near  and  remote  bymen  unquestionably  reliable  and  loyal.  The 
resident  i)opulation  became  disquieted,  and  the  repose  of  many  families 
in  tiie  city  was  known  to  be  disturbed  by  painful  anxieties.  Members 
of  Congress,  too — men  of  calm  and  comprehensive  views  and  of 
undoubted  fidelity  to  their  country— frankly  expressed  their  solicitude 
to  the  President  and  to  this  Department,  and  formally  insisted  that  the 
defenses  of  the  capital  should  be  strengthened.  With  such  warnings 
it  could  not  be  forgotten  that  had  the  late  Secretary  of  War  heeded 
the  anonymous  letter  which  he  received,  the  tragedy  at  Harper's  Ferry 
■would  have  been  avoided;  nor  could  1  fail  to  remember  that  had  the 
early  admonitions  which  reached  here  in  regard  to  the  designs  of  law- 
less men  unon  the  forts  of  (Charleston  Harbor  been  acted  on  by  sending 
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forward  adequate  re-enforcements  before  the  revolution  began,  the  dis- 
astrous political  complications  that  ensued  might  not  have  occurred. 

Impressed  by  these  circumstances  and  considerations,  I  earnestly 
besought  you  to  allow  tlie  conceutratiou  at  this  city  of  a  sufficient 
military  force  to  preserve  the  public  peace  from  all  the  dangers  that 
seemed  to  threaten  it.  An  open  manifestation  on  the  part  of  the 
Admi-nistration  of  a  determination,  as  well  as  the  ability,  to  maintain 
the  laws  would,  I  was  convinced,  prove  the  surest,  as  also  the  most 
pacific,  means  of  baffling  and  dissolving  any  consjHracy  tbat  might 
have  been  organized.  It  was  believed,  too,  that  the  highest  and  most 
solemn  responsibility  resting  upon  a  President  withdrawing  from  the 
Government  was  to  secure  to  his  successor  a  peaceful  inauguration. 

So  deeply,  in  my  judgment,  did  this  duty  concern  the  whole  country 
and  the  fair  fame  of  our  institutions,  that  to  guarantee  its  faithful 
discharge  I  was  persuaded  no  preparation  could  be  too  determined  or 
too  complete.  The  presence  of  the  troops  alluded  to  in  the  resolution 
is  the  result  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  yourself  and  cabinet  on 
the  proposition  submitted  to  you  by  this  Dei^artment.  Already  this 
display  of  life  and  loyalty  on  the  part  of  your  administration  has  pro- 
duced the  happiest  effects.  Public  confidence  has  been  restored, 
and  the  feverish  apprehensions,  which  it  was  so  mortifying  to  contem- 
plate, have  been  banished.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  machina- 
tions of  deluded,  lawless  men,  the  executions  of  their  purposes  have 
been  suspended,  if  not  altogether  abandoned,  in  view  of  preparations 
which  announce  more  impressively  than  words  that  this  Administration 
is  alike  able  and  resolved  to  transfer  in  jieace  to  the  President-elect 
the  authority  that  under  the  Constitution  belongs  to  him. 

To  those,  if  such  there  be,  Avho  desire  the  destruction  of  the  Eepublic 
the  presence  of  these  troops  is  necessarily  offensive;  but  those  who 
sincerely  love  our  institutions  cannot  fail  to  rejoice  that  by  this  timely 
precaution  they  have  possibly  escaped  the  deep  dishonor  which  they 
must  have  suffered  had  the  capital,  like  the  forts  and  arsenals  of  the 
South,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  revolutionists,  who  have  found  this 
great  Government  weak  only  because,  in  the  exhaustless  beneficence 
of  its  spirit,  it  has  refused  to  strike,  even  in  its  own  defense,  lest  it 
should  be  the  aggressor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  HOLT, 

f2.J  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

No.  128.  )  Washington,  August  5, 18G1. 

*  *  *  *  #  ■    #  * 

IT.  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King,  having  reported  for  duty,  will  repair  to 
Baltimore  and  report  to  Major-General  Dix. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  11.  )  Washington,  August  5,  1861. 

First.  The  First,  Second,  and  Third  Eegiments,  Excelsior  Brigade, 
and  the  Seventy-ninth  Eegiment  New  York  State  Militia,  will  constitute 
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a  provisioual  brigade,  to  be  commanded  nntil  further  orders  by  the 
senior  colonel  on  duty  with  it.  The  brigade  will  occupy  a  position  to 
be  designated  by  First  Lieut.  O.  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Topographical  Engi- 
neers, and  will  move  to  the  same  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

Second.  The  Thirty-third  Kegimeut  of  New  York  Volunteers  will 
proceed  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
Chain  Bridge,  where  the  regimental  commander  will  report  to  Col. 
W.  F.  Smith,  Third  Eegiment  Vermont  Volunteers,  for  duty  with  his 
brigade. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  19.  )  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  5, 1861. 

Capt.   H.  W.  Benham,   U.   S.   Corps  of  Engineers,  is  appointed 
inspector-general  of  this  department,  and  will  be  respected  and  obeyed 
accordingly. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eosecrans: 

N.  H.  MoLEAN, 
[5.j  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  15.  )  Washington,  August  7,  ISdl. 

Captain  Eicketts'  battery.  Company  I,  First  Artillery,  now  at  the 
Park  Hotel,  will  proceed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  Tennally- 
town,  where  the  commanding  officer  will  report  to  General  McCall  for 
duty  with  his  brigade. 
Bv  command  of  Maior-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5:]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  7, 1861. 
General  J.  A.  Dix,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore: 
The  Eighteenth  Eegiment  Massachusetts  and  Nims'  light  battery  are 
reported  to  leave  Boston  to-day.    Eetain  the  battery  for  duty  in  your 

'^^P^^*'""'^*-  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[5.] 


Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

Gauley  Bridge,  August  7, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecrans,  ^,    ,  , 

Comdg.  Army  of  Occupation,  Western  Virginia,  Clarksburg,  Va.: 

General  :  I  hand  you  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Wagner 
upon  the  topography  and  means  of  defense  of  this  place;  also  reports 
of  Maior  Hines  as  to  the  roads  in  several  directions.*  Sincearrivinghere 
I  have  had  reconnoitering  parties  under  intelligent  ofiicers  at  Fayette 

*Iiiclo8ure8  not  found. 
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Court-House,  Sewell  Mountain,  Summersville,  and  intermediate  jjoints, 
tbe  substance  of  whose  information  is  contained  in  the  reports  accom- 
panying this.  The  retreat  of  Wise  has  every  characteristic  of  a  final 
movement  out  of  the  valley.  JTot  only  his  burning  of  bridges  and 
destruction  of  arms  and  other  property  has  this  look,  but  the  conduct 
and  air  of  the  professed  secessionists  strongly  confirms  this  opinion. 
Those  who  have  been  committed  to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion,  and  who 
moved  their  families  and  property  far  up  the  valley  when  we  entered  it, 
have  returned  in  considerable  numbers  and  asked  leave  to  occujjy  their 
homes  again.  Great  numbers  of  Wise's  troops,  raised  here  in  the  val- 
ley, deserted  him  near  this  point,  and  tlie  story  of  the  deserters  is 
quite  uuiform  that  it  was  understood  that  lie  was  permanently  aban- 
doning the  valley,  and  that  they  were  unwilling  to  follow  him  into 
Eastern  Virginia,  having  enlisted,  as  they  say,  solely  with  a  view  to 
defend  their  homes  against  the  outrages  which  it  was  represented  our 
troops  would  commit.  In  a  thousand  ways,  difficult  to  detail  minutely, 
the  people  show  that  their  understanding  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
Kanawha  Valley  is,  for  the  present  at  least,  given  up.  My  own  view, 
therefore,  is  thatif  areeonquestof  Western  Virginia  is  atteinpted,  it  will 
be  by  some  other  line  of  operations,  unless  Wise  is  wliolly  superseded 
in  command,  and  an  entirely  new  enterprise  i)lanued  and  set  in  motion 
by  others.  I  do  not  incline  to  think  Summersville  will  be  in  the  line 
of  new  oftensive  operations  on  their  part;  first,  because  from  whatever 
direction  it  is  api)roached  the  roads  are  peculiarly  difficult,  and  second, 
it  is  not  a  place  of  peculiar  advantages  when  reached.  If  the  design 
is  to  invade  Nortlnvcsteru  Virginia,  a  more  direct  and  easy  road  upon 
Beverly  can  be  found,  and  if  the  design  were  to  invade  Southwestern 
Virginia,  the  route  through  this  point  is  vastly  easier.  The  road  laid 
down  upon  the  maps  from  Summersville  to  Huntersville  is  described 
by  numerous  persons  as  a  very  hard  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  an 
impracticable  route  for  wagons.  From  Summersville  in  any  direction 
the  roads  are  bad,  and  especially  so  between  that  point  and  this.  The 
opportunities  for  stopping  and  seriously  injuring  a  force  moving  upon 
Summersville  are  great,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  advantages  to  be 
gained  by  tbe  enemy  would  be  great  enough  to  induce  him  to  make 
any  offensive  movements  in  that  direction,  so  long  as  here  and  at  Sut- 
ton there  arc  strong  bodies  of  our  troops.  My  belief  is  that  they  think 
the  Kanawha  Valley  must  eventually  follow  the  fate  of  Northwestern 
Virginia,  and  that  they  will  attempt  to  recover  what  they  lost  at  Rich 
Mountain  whenever  tliey  again  take  the  oltensive,  unless  some  move- 
ment of  ours  should  tempt  them  in  this  dii-ection  again. 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  line  from 
here  northward  through  Summersville,  &c.,  should  be  kept  strong  with 
active  outposts,  which  could  give  information  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments in  time  to  concentrate  a  considerable  force  at  any  point  that 
might  be  menaced.  Of  course  1  only  give  this  opinion  as  from  the 
stand-point  I  occupy  here,  and  not  at  all  as  of  value,  in  view  of  all  the 
information  you  are  doubtless  possessed  ol'.  If  a  force  as  large  as  my 
present  command  were  kept  here,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  more  horsemen, 
we  could  be  in  possession  of  news  of  every  movement  from  Giles  or 
Ealeigh  Gourt-House  to  Lewisburg,  and  connect  on  the  north  with  the 
force  at  Summersville,  which  could  in  its  turn  reconnoiter  as  far  as 
Huntersville,  and  be  ready  to  unite  in  any  offensive  or  defensive  policy 
as  the  action  of  the  enemy  might  make  it  advisable.  For  case  of  reach- 
ing Lewisburg  we  are  better  off  here  than  at  Summersville,  and  in  a  few 
days  migUt  have  a  bridge  of  fiat-boats,  which  would  give  us  a  safe 
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passage  of  the  Gauley  at  all  times.  The  town  of  Charleston  is  the 
headquarters  of  the  secessionists  of  tliis  valley,  and  I  liave  kept  a  reg- 
iment there  since  1  came  through  the  place.  At  present  Colonel  Lowe, 
of  the  Twelfth  Ohio,  commands  that  post,  having  with  him  two  com- 
panies of  the  Twelfth,  two  Virginia  companies  from  Mason  City,  and 
the  Twenty  sixth  Ohio.  I  think  the  stationing  of  two  companies  at 
Poca,  or  Red  House,  and  one  or  two  at  Thirteen -Mile  Creek,  with  two 
or  three  at  Point  Pleasant,  is  necessary  to  secure  the  safe  passage  ot 
messengers  and  boats,  and  the  speedy  quieting  of  the  valley.  I  have 
already  suggested  the  propriety  of  stationing  some  force  at  Guyandott*. 
I  should  have  remarked  above,  when  speaking  of  tlie  topography  of 
this  country,  that  the  channels  of  both  the  Gauley  and  New  Itivers  are 
very  rocky,  and  so  irregular  and  full  of  seams  and  chasms  that  we  can 
learn  of  no  practicable  ford  on  either  of  them  as  far  as  our  reconnais- 
sances have  extended.  I  do  not  pretend  that  the  opinions  I  have 
expressed  have  any  value,  except  as  they  may  show  you  how  the  coun- 
try and  the  movements  of  the  enemy  have  impressed  my  own  mind,  sit- 
uated as  1  am  in  the  midst  of  them.  Your  dispatches  received  to-day 
direct  me  to  moA^e  to  Summersville,  after  fortifying  this  place  so  that  a 
regiment  may  hold  it.  Lieutenant  Wagner's  report  will  show  that  this 
will  necessarily  involve  some  delay.  Meanwhile  I  shall  make  my 
arrangements  for  moving  and  await  your  orders. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  COX, 
Brigadier- General ^  Commandiny. 
[5.] 


General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  14.  )  Washington,  A  tigust  8,  1861. 

That  there  may  be  a  military  authority  in  the  city  of  New  York  to 
which  reference  may  be  made,  as  in  the  case  of  a  post  or  depot,  the 
limite  proper  of  the  city  will  be  considered  a  military  station,  to  the 
temporary  command  of  which  Colonel  Scott,  Inspector-General,  is 
hereby  assigned. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  \         Hdqrs.  Division  of  tue  Potomac, 

No.  12.  )  Washington,  August  8,  1861. 

1.  Capt.  A.  V.  Colburn,  Adjutant-General's  Department,  having 
reported  to  the  commanding  general  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  20(5,  of  July  31,  1801,  from  the  War  Department,  is  assigned  to 
duty  upon  the  division  staff.  This  assignment  to  have  ettect  from  the 
.'51st  ultimo. 

2.  First  Lieut.  O.  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  having 
reported  to  the  commanding  general,  is  assigned  to  duty  upon  the  divis- 
ion stafl".    This  assignment  to  have  effect  from  July  31, 1861. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 
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Headquauteks  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Fort  3IcHenry,  Md.,  August  8, 1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  Treasury: 

SiE :  I  liavo  tlie  bouor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tlie  5tli  instant  in  regard  to  a  larger  force  of  small  steamers  in  the  Ches- 
apeake Bay  to  break  up  the  illicit  commercial  intercourse  between  this 
State  and  Virginia.  In  making  the  suggestion  in  my  letter  of  the  29tli 
ultimo  I  was  governed  by  two  considerations:  First,  that  a  system  of 
examination  at  the  port  of  embarkation  in  regard  to  goods  destined  to 
Virginia  could  not  be  made  efficient  without  serious  obstruction  to  legit- 
imate trade  between  different  i)ortions  of  this  State,  and  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  would  leave  room  for  evasion,  and,  sec- 
ond, that  an  examination  of  vessels  and  cargoes  near  the  point  of  des- 
tination would  be  attended  with  much  less  inconvenience  on  the  one 
hand  and  much  more  certainty  on  the  other.  I  do  not  j)ropose  to  dis- 
pense Avith  the  examination  here.  It  should  be  continued  under  the 
direction  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  service;  but  the  military  visitation 
which  I  have  caused  to  be  made  at  this  port,  and  in  several  instances 
with  success,  may  be  discontinued  if  tliere  is  a  proper  force  of  small 
armed  steamers  in  the  bay.  The  Severn  is  sufiiciently  guarded  by  the 
revenue  cutter  Forward  and  her  tender,  and  I  hope  in  the  course  of  ten 
days  to  relieve  her  from  that  service,  as  I  think  the  illicit  trade  carried 
on  from  that  river  will  be  effectually  suppressed.  I  assume  that  the 
shores  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  Potomac  and  the  mouth  of  that 
river  arc  guaided  by  Commodore  Stringham.  In  that  case,  four  armed 
steamers  would  take  care  of  the  Patuxent,  the  shore  between  that  river 
and  the  Potomac,  and  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  The  principal 
route  by  which  goods  and  military  stores  arc  supposed  to  be  conveyed 
to  Virginia  is  from  Benedict,  on  the  Patuxent,  where  the  steamers  of 
one  line  stop  at  night,  to  Port  Tobacco,  by  land,  and  thence  by  water  to 
Mathias  Point.  By  looking  at  the  map  you  will  see  the  facilities  it 
afl'grds.  I  think  the  steamers  should  each  have  one  o2-pounder  carron- 
ade,  and  if  possible  two  small  ritied  cannon;  or  in  lieu  of  the  latter  a 
couple  of  howitzers,  and  they  should  be  from  300  to  400  tons  burden. 
1  have  advices  this  evening  that  two  vessels  of  considerable  size  are 
lying  inside  of  Kent  Island,  opposite  Annapolis,  receiving  supplies  of 
provisions  and  probably  men  for  Virginia.  They  cannot  be  reached 
by  the  Forward,  as  she  draws  too  much  water.  With  a  couple  of  small 
armed  steamers  they  could  be  easily  captured.  The  necessity  for  such 
service  is  constant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

[5-]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Ordebs,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

'^o.  1G8.  J  Sandy  HooTc,  August  S,  1801. 

I.  Col.  C.  S.  Hamilton,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to 
command  Third  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  C.  P.  Stone  having  been  relieved 
from  duty  with  this  column. 

II.  The  First  [Pennsylvania]  Eifle  Eegiment,  Col.  Charles  J.  Biddle 
commanding,  is  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  George  H.  Thomas 
commanding. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Banks : 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
[^•1  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Memorandum  for  General  FranMin. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  August  8, 1861. 
Communicate  with  the  railroad  managers.    Bid  them  have  a  train  in 
constant  readiness  at  Alexandria.    Locomotive  tired  up  ready  to  throw 
at  least  2,000  men  forward  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Kailroad 
whenever  orders  shall  be  given  to  that  effect. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

HENRY  W.  KINGSBURY, 
[5.]  First  Jjieutenant  of  Artillery  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Ordbbs,  )        Hdqes.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  20.  I  August  8,  1861. 

1.  Capt.  George  L.  Hartsuft',  assistant  adjutant-general,  IT.  S.  Army, 
having  reported  for  duty  to  the  general  commanding,  in  accordance 
with  Special  Orders,  No.  206,  from  the  War  Department,  is  hereby 
announced  as  chief  of  the  staff  in  this  department,  and  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

2.  Capt.  C.  Kingsbury,  jr.,  is  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general,  and  will  report  himself  at  the  headquarters  of  regiment 
at  Ironton,  to  be  mustered  out  of  service.  The  general  commanding 
takes  great  pleasure  in  expressing  his  gratification  at  the  manner  in 
which  Captain  Kiugsbury  has  performed  his  duties  as  acting  assistant 
adjutant- general  and  with  his  general  zeal  and  ef&cienciy  as  an  officer. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Itosecrans,  XJ.  S.  Army: 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  18.  )  Washington,  August  9,  1861. 

1.  The  Fifth  and  Sixth  Wisconsin  Regiments  and  the  Nineteenth 
Indijiua  Regiment  will  constitute  a  provisionjil  brigade,  to  be  com- 
manded by  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  King,  of  the  volunteer  service.  Tbe  bri- 
gade will  occupy  for  the  jireseut  a  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Meridian 
Hill,  which  wilfbe  indicated  by  Lieut.  O.  M.  Poe,  Corps  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Washington,  is  also 
appointed  provost  marshal  of  Georgetown,  and  will  assume  the  mili- 
tary charge  of  the  railroad  station  in  this  city  and  the  Washington 
terminus  of  the  Long  Bridge;  also  of  the  ferries  in  Georgetown  and 
the  aqueduct  at  that  place.  The  guard  now  furnished  at  the  points 
mentioned,  by  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mansfield,  will  be 
relieved  as  soon  as  practicable  by  guards  to  be  detailed  from  the  troops 
placed  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Porter. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  21.  )  Washington,  August  11, 1861. 

The  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Regiments  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
having  reported  to  the  commanding  general,  are  assigned  to  duty  with 
King's  brigade,  which  they  will  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
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Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  173.    *        )  San^ij  Jloolc,  August  11,  1861. 

Surg.  W.  S.  King,  medical  staff,  Laviug  reported  for  duty  at  these 
Leadquartera  iu  accordauce  with  Special  Orders,  No.  210,  dated  War 
Department,  Adjutant-Geueral's  Office,  Washiugtoii,  August  5, 1861,  is 
hereby  appointed  medical  director  of  this  department.  Surg.  O.  S. 
Tripler,  medical  staff,  is  relieved  from  the  duties  of  medical  director  of 
this  department,  and  will  report  in  person  to  MajorGeneral  McClellan, 
commanding  the  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia. 

By  order  of  Maior-Geueral  Banks: 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 

[3.]  Asshtant  Adjui ant- General. 

(tAitley  Bridge,  Aiu/ust  li,  18G1. 
General  Eosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  Ya.  : 
Captain  Benham  left  tliis  morning  to  return  to  you.  It  is  reported 
that  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  secessionists  in  Raleigh,  Giles,  and 
other  counties  southwest  of  there  to  reorganize  the  companies  that 
abandoned  Wise;  also  that  there  is  some  stir  among  the  secessionists 
along  the  south  side  of  the  Kanawha,  indicating  the  possibility  of  a 
move  around  iu  that  direction  in  our  rear.  I  greatly  need  cavalry  to 
test  the  truth  of  these  rumors.  Colonel  Fyffe's  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Ohio,  is  encamped  about  eight  miles  below  us,  awaiting  orders. 
That  is  the  nearest  camping  ground  to  tliis  point  where  they  can  have 
room  for  any  drill,  of  which  they  have  heretofore  had  none.  They  had 
moved  from  Charleston  before  your  dispatch  of  the  9th  reached  me. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Ilrigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


SuMMERSViLLK,  Ya.,  August  11,  ISGl. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Chuhshurg,  Va.  : 
Sir:  Since  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  7th  instant,  ordering 
me  to  await  the  arrival  of  General  Cox  and  to  place  myself  under  his 
command  and  march  on  Lewisburg,  I  have  nothing  from  you.  General 
Cox  is  yet  at  Gauley  Bridge,  or  was  last  night  at  darlc,  and  at  that 
time  had  not  given  orders  to  advance.  Your  order,  as  1  understand  it, 
directed  me  to  remain  here  until  the  arrival  of  General  Cox,  reconnoi- 
tering  the  Meadow  ]{iver  road  well  to  the  front,  which  I  have  done. 
The  quartermaster  of  my  regiment  made  requisition  ou  ])ost  quarter- 
master at  Clarksburg  some  time  since  for  shoes,  many  of  the  men  being 
nearly  barefooted  at  that  time.  Lieutenant  Morris  was  notified  th.i't 
shoes  were  at  Weston  for  us;  he  dispatched  a  team  at  once  for  them; 
it  returned  last  night  without  them.  The  rocky  roads  of  this  country 
make  it  very  liard  for  the  men  to  march  without  shoes;  many  have 
however,  been  doing  so  for  several  days.  If  we  are  to  remain  here  for 
a  few  days  I  should  be  ])leased  to  have  your  last  order  so  far  counter- 
manded as  to  allow  nie  to  detail  a  force  to  renovate  Webster  County  if 
by  you  thought  advisable.  The  presence  of  our  men  ever  does  much 
toward  bringing  the  people  to  their  senses;  it  has  had  a  glorious  effect 
here,  and  the  people  come  in  by  scores;  the  most  rabid  secessionists  at 
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once  embrace  theUuion  cause,  and  say  they  have  been  grossly  deceived 
by  their  leading  men.  It  is  a  better  argument  in  most  cases  than  bul- 
lets. So  far  I  hud  in  every  county  we  have  been  in  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  a  large  majority  of  the  peoi)le  to  return  to  their  allegiance. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  TYLEE, 
Colonel  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  U.  *S'.  Army,  Gomdg,  Column. 
[5.] 


Special  Ordeks,  }  Hdqiis.  Wtvision  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  22.  ]  Washington,  August  ]2,  1861. 

2.  The  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Eegiment  (Keserves)  having  reported 
to  the  commanding  general,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  McCall's  brigade, 
which  it  will  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
AssistMit  Adjutant- General, 

[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dept.  ov  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  177.  i  Sandy  Hoolc,  Md.,  August  12, 1801. 

The  First  Wisconsin  Eegiment,  on  being  relieved  by  detachments  from 
Colonel  Stone's  command,  will  take  transportation  at  Point  of  Eocks  and 
proceed  to  Milwaukee,  there  to  be  mustered  out  of  service.    *    *    * 
By  order  of  Major-General  Banks : 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Gauley  Bridge,  August  12, 1861. 
Maj.  H.  W.  Benham, 

Charleston,  Va. : 
Sir  :  Eumors  and  reports  of  a  stronger  character  than  any  we  have 
yet  had  speak  of  Lee  being  with  Wise  at  Lewisburg,  or  this  side  of 
that  place,  with  a  large  force,  called  12,000  men,  and  moving  this  way. 
It  is  hard  to  say  how  much  foundation  it  has,  and  I  have  sent  recon- 
noitering  parties  to  discover.  I  mention  it  to  you,  as  I  thought  it 
might  vary  your  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  our  having  more  engineer- 
ing help  here  now.  Lieutenant  Wagner's  preparations  are  made  for 
getting  the  work  at  the  redoubt  under  way  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5.]  

Gauley  Bridge,  August  12, 1861. 
General  Eosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  Ya.: 
The  report  that  the  militia  near  Fayette  Court-House  and  Ealeigh 
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whom  we  took  trying  to  jiass  through  our  lines  says  it  Avas  asserted  in 
Fayette  that  Lee  had  joined  Wise,  and  that  they  were  this  side  of 
Lewisburg  as  far  as  Meadow  Mountain,  with  12,000  men  moving  this 
way.  I  have  sent  two  comiianies  of  infantry  to  Fayette  and  one  up 
the  turnpike  to  recounoiter.  My  report  of  ammunition  will  reach  you 
so  late  that  I  would  urge  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  fixed  ammu- 
nition of  all  sorts  for  both  tlie  smooth  and  rifled  cannon  be  sent  here. 
We  ought  to  have  two  or  three  howitzers.  For  any  continued  defense 
we  should  need  larger  additions  to  our  ammunition  for  small-arms. 
This  has  been  got  from  Columbus,  but  the  transportation  has  been  slow. 
We  use  caliber  .57  (Enfield)  and  .09  (smoothbore  muskets). 

J.  D.  COX, 
[5.]  Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Gauley  Bridge,  August  12, 1861. 
General  Eosecrans, 

Glarlc.sburg,  Va. : 

The  party  sent  up  l^ew  lliver  report  that  it  is  Floyd  who  is  said  to  be 
at  Lewisburg  re-enforcing  Wise.  The  rumors  are  not  thoroughly  sifted, 
and  the  party  Mill  not  return  till  something  more  definite  is  learned. 
The  force  is  probably  much  exaggerated,  as  usual.  We  find  the  work- 
men upon  the  flat-boats  slower  than  we  expected.  They  can  turn  out 
one  boat  in  two  days,  and  it  will  take  eight  or  ten  days  to  finish  the 
requisite  number  for  the  bridge.  The  Virginia  companies  (four)  at  Point 
Pleasant  say  there  are  rumors  of  an  intended  rescue  of  some  prisoners 
they  hold.    The  country  below  there  is  much  disturbed  by  fears. 

J.  D.  COX, 

[5. 1  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


SiiECiAL  Orders,  )  Hdqks.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  25.  I  Washington,  August  13, 1861. 

1.  Surg.  C.  S.  Tripler,  Medical  Department,  having  reported  to  the 
commanding  general  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  210,  of  August 
5, 1861,  from  the  Adjutant- General's  Ofiice,  is  announced  as  medical 
director  of  the  Division  of  the  Potomac. 

2.  Cooper's  battery  (B),  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  will  march  at  12  m. 
to-morrow  to  Tennallytown,  Md.,  and  on  its  arrival  at  that  place  report 
to  Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  McCall. 

3.  Major  Danforth,  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  Captains  Easton's  and  Cooper's  batteries  (A  and  B),  McCall's 
brigade.  Major  Danforth  Avill  proceed  at  once  to  Tennallytown  and 
report  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[^•J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  13, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  WiNFiELD  Scott:  ' 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  General  Phelps  * 
as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy.    It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  their 


"  Not  found. 
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troops  have  been  -withdrawn  by  order  from  Kichmond.  It  will  be  seen 
that  thus  far  Newport  News  has  been  held '<  without  too  great  risk." 
A  very  unpleasant  occurrence  happened  yesterday  at  that  post  in 
Colonel  Hawkins'  Ninth  New  York  Regiment,  which  has  been  hereto- 
fore one  of  the  very  best.  It  is  enlisted  for  two  years.  From  a  mis- 
chievous article  in  the  New  York  Times  the  men  were  led  to  believe 
that  being  two-years'  men  their  enlistment  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  was  but  for  three  months,  and  seven  companies  through  their 
committees  addressed  to  the  colonel  a  written  refusal  to  do  duty 
longer,  and  accordingly  a  large  portion  of  these  companies  refused  to 
turn  out  for  inspection  on  Sunday.  Of  course  open  mutiny  could  not 
for  a  moment  be  tolerated.  I  immediately  repaired  to  that  post,  had 
all  the  regiments  ordered  in  line,  reviewed  them,  and  after  review  exam- 
ined the  recusant  regiment;  ordered  out  from  it  such  men  as  had 
refused  to  do  duty,  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Calhoun  their  committee, 
explained  to  the  others,  who  seemed  well-intentioned  young  men  enough, 
their  mistake  of  rights  and  their  mistaken  action  and  then  required  all 
who  intended  to  return  to  duty  to  obey  the  order  which  I  gave  them. 
Every  one  immediately  and  promptly  obeyed  the  order ;  this  was  effected 
quietly.  I  think  the  whole  trouble  has  arisen  from  three  causes :  First, 
newspaper  misrepresentation  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  men;  sec- 
ond, discontent  because  they  are  not  paid,  and  third,  want  of  proper 
clothing.  The  first  cause  has  been  effectually  removed.  I  have  dis- 
patched my  brother  as  a  special  messenger  to  Washington  for  tlie  jiur- 
pose  of  procuring  a  paymaster  and  the  pay  for  this  and  two  other  regi- 
ments and  one  detached  company,  some  of  whom  have  served  more 
than  three  months  without  any  pay  and  from  whom  I  am  receiving  daily 
ai)plications  for  leaves  of  absence  because  their  families  are  rej^resented 
to  be  starving  at  home.  I  am  informed  that  the  troops  of  another 
regiment  are  discussing  the  propriety  of  refusing  to  do  duty  within  a 
day  or  two  unless  they  are  paid.  This  last  has  not  come  to  me  in  such 
form  as  to  enable  me  to  take  official  notice  of  it.  Tliere  are  some 
$26,000  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  here  in  tlie  fort,  laying  at 
the  order  of  the  agent  of  the  Adams  Express  Co.  I  have  determined 
unless  relief  can  be  afforded  to  these  men,  to  take  tliis  money  and  dis- 
tribute it  away  to  the  men  so  i'ar  as  it  will  go,  taking  proper  vouchers 
therefor;  an  unpleasant  responsibility,  but  one  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  assume.  Pay  is  required  for  the  Second,  Ninth,  and  Tenth  New 
York  Eegiinents  and  an  unattached  company  from  Massachusetts.  I 
beg  of  the  commanding  general  tlie  promptest  aid  in  this  matter,  as  it 
is  of  the  very  last  importance.  On  the  matter  of  clothing,  more  than 
two  months  since  estimates  and  requisitions  for  clothing  for  10,000  men 
were  made,  forwarded,  and  approved  by  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment. That  clothing  has  not  yet  arrived  in  suits  of  uniforms.  Large 
numbers  of  coats  are  here  and  no  trousers;  large  numbers  of  shoes  are 
here,  but  no  hats;  there  are  large  numbers  of  shirts,  but  no  flannel 
sacks.  It  would  seem  as  if  there  was  an  ingenuity  exercised  to  pre- 
vent the  receipt  of  fnll  uniforms,  but  I  suppose  it  is  simply  the  coinci- 
dence of  mistake.  I  have  sent  the  assistant  quartermaster  to  Phila- 
delphia to  endeavor  to  rectify  this.  Brevet  Major-General  Wool  has 
not  yet  arrived  at  this  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ,  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
[5.1 
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Gauley  Bridge,  August  13, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Clarksburff,  Va.: 

Floyd's  presence  five  miles  tbis  side  of  Lewisburg  is  confirmed.  His 
force  is  variously  estimated  from  5,000  upward.  The  secessionists  let 
out  that  tliey  expect  us  to  be  attacked  within  a  week.  I  am  more 
uneasy  about  the  liability  of  oiir  lineof  comumnications  along  the  river 
to  be  broken  than  froin  an  attack  in  front.  All  the  militia  tliat  can  be 
coaxed  or  diiveu  out  are  being  mustered  in  Ealcigh  and  southwestern 
counties,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  talk  of  attacks  upon  our  boats  and 
baggage  trains.  I  shall  keep  the  Twelfth  at  Charleston  and  in  guard 
along  the  river  as  far  as  practicable,  but  I  hope  an  additional  force  may 
be  sent  for  the  i)urpose  of  protecting  tJiat  line.  Your  written  dispatch 
of  10th  is  received.  Captain  Benham  had  materially  modified  the  plan 
of  Lieutenant  Wagner,  as  he  has  probably  informed  you.  I  am  sorry 
he  could  not  remain  to  give  more  time  to  the  whole  matter  of  the  works. 
Our  supply  of  artillery  and  musket  ammunition  should  be  increased 
considerably. 

J.  B.  COX, 
Brif/adier-  General,  Commanding. 

fu.l 


Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  20.  I  Washington,  August  li,  1861. 

1.  Maj.  Albert  J.  Myer,  signal  officer,  will,  with  the  party  under  his 
command,  report  for  duty  at  division  headcpiarters  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellaii: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assislant  Adjutant-General. 

tr,.] 


,„  GATTI.EY  Bridge,  August  IL  1861. 

General  W.  S.  Eosecrank, 

Clarlcshurg : 
Nothing  more  definite  in  regard  to  Floyd  and  Wise.  Kumor  puts 
their  joint  force  at  about  12,000.  They  seem  to  be  determined  to 
lutrench  themselves  at  Meadow  Bluff,  at  the  junction  of  the  Wilder- 
ness road  from  Summersvillo  with  the  Lewisburg  turnpike  We  are 
hastening  our  works  as  much  as  we  can,  but  do  not  really  believe  an' 
attack  will  be  made  here.  I  have  my  advance  guard  about  twenty 
miles  ahead,  with  reserve  and  pickets  connecting  with  camp. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Pg  ,  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

General  Eosecrans,  ^'^'''^''''  "^^'"''^'  ^"^"'''  ^^"'  ^«"-  ■ 

Clarksburg,  Ya.: 
I  do  notlearn  of  any  great  change  in  the  enemy's  position  since  vps 
terday.    We  have  about  forty-flve  rounds  per  man  ot' musket  and  Se 


Chap.  LXIII.]  OOERESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  449 

cartridges,  and  about  140  rounds  for  each  of  our  five  cannon,  two  of 
wliicli  are  rilled.  I  want  at  least  200,000  musket  cartridges ;  caliber  .69 ; 
20,000  Enfield  cartridges,  caliber  .57;  10,000  ditto,  caliber  .58;  50  000 
cartridges  for  tbe  Greenwood  altered  rifle,  bright  barrels;  200  rounds 
each  James  solid  shot  and  James  shells,  and  300  each  of  grape  and  can- 
ister for  smooth-bore,  with  150  solid  shot,  all  for  6-j)ounder8.  Extra 
caps  for  muskets,  30,000;  also  1,000  friction-primers  for  cannon.  If  a 
persistent  defense  is  to  be  made  here  we  should  want  much  more  than 
the  above,  and  it  should  be  where  we  could  easily  get  it. 

J.  D.  COX, 
[5.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Eosecrans 


Gauley  Bridge,  August  15, 1861. 


Clarksburg,  Va.: 

A  message  just  received  from  Summersville  informs  me  that  reports 
of  the  meditated  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  have  induced  the 
whole  force  to  move  to  Gross-Lanes,  near  the  mouth  of  Meadow  Creek, 
nine  miles  this  side  of  Summersville.  I  shall  immediately  send  a  mes- 
sage urging  them  to  carry  out  their  former  instructions  unless  it  is 
absolutely  impossible.  Captain  Sprague,  of  Seventh  Eegiment,  had 
been  taken  prisoner  in  endeavoring  to  communicate  with  Weston.  I 
haA-e  advised  that  the  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-third  should  return  to 
Summersville  at  once,  and  if  attacked  from  the  direction  of  Lewisburg 
by  a  large  force  to  retire  slowly  on  Sutton ;  or  if  attacked  from  the 
north  to  retire  slowly  this  way,  in  either  case  obstructing  the  advance 
of  an  enemy  as  much  as  possible. 

J.  D.  COX, 

r5i.  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

2*^0. 32.  I  Washington,  August  Id,  1861. 

1.  Colonel  Davies'  cavalry  regiment  and  the  other  regiments  which 
Col.  E.  D.  Baker  is  authorized  by  the  War  Department  to  raise  are 
assigned  to  his  (Colonel  Baker's)  brigade,  and  will  join  it  as  soon  as 

possible. 

#  »  #  *  *  *  * 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

•^  S.  WILLIAMS, 

r5  1  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe,  August  10,  1861. 
[Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  :J 

General  :  Maior-General  Wool  not  having  yet  arrived  to  take  com- 
mand of  this  department,  it  seeuied  to  be  my  duty  to  examine  and  take 
action  upon  an  official  communication  from  the  General-in-Chiet  under 
date  of  August  13,  in  relation  to  preparing  a  sufficient  detachment  ot 
troops  to  accompany  an  expedition  under  Commander  Stellwagen.* 

*SeeVoL  IV,  i>.  579. 
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Upon  consultation  witli  Commodore  Stringham,  lie  informed  me  that 
the  vessels  necessary  could  not  be  immediately  prepared.  Upon  fur- 
ther consultation  it  seemed  desirable  to  him,  as  the  batteries  which  it 
is  proposed  to  attack  are  in  position  to  command  the  inlet  and  if  held 
by  the  United  States  would  save  the  services  of  one  or  more  blockad- 
ing vessels  at  a  very  exposed  and  stormy  point  of  the  coast  during  the 
autumn,  besides  furnishing  a  depot  at  which  the  blockading  steamer 
could  go  and  get  supplies,  that  the  place,  if  taken,  should  be  fortified 
and  held  by  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  enable  it  to  resist  any 
probable  attack.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  chart  and  survey  of  the 
coast,  I  concurred  in  that  opinion  in  so  far  as  to  suggest  it  in  this  com- 
munication to  the  commanding  general.  From  the  peculiar  position  ot 
the  place  it  would  seem  to  me  that  it  might  be  held,  if  thought  desir- 
able, by  a  comparatively  small  number  of  troops.  Its  guns  would  com- 
mand the  only  substantially  practicable  inlet  to  Pamlico  Sound,  the 
others  being  of  easy  interception.  I  venture  these  suggestions  with 
the  greatest  deference.  There  may  be  otlier  views  which  have  not 
occurred  to  me  which  Avould  render  them  valueless.  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  trouble  in  the  Ninth  Eegimeut  New  York  Yolunteers 
completely  ended,  and  the  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  ring- 
leaders, who  are  now  under  examination  by  court-martial,  have  returned 
to  their  duty  with  cheerful  alacritj'.  The  trouble  at  which  I  hinted  in 
a  former  dispatch  in  the  Second  (Troy)  Itegiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers has  broken  out;  although  they  enlisted  for  two  years — and  I  liave 
seen  their  original  enlistment  and  muster-rolls — they  claim  to  be  three- 
months'  men  only.  When  they  first  arrived  here  they  were  a  very  dis- 
orderly, undisci])lined,  and  unequipped  body  of  men,  and  I  had  'more 
trouble  with  their  plundering  than  1  had  with  any  other  regiment;  but 
by  the  exertions  of  their  colonel  and  by  a  very  large  change  of  officers, 
they  had  come  to  be  in  a  reasonably  effective  condition  as  regards  dis- 
cipline. They  had  been  thoroughly  equipped  and  provided  for  in  jirms 
and  uniforms,  when  their  minds  became  inflamed  by  some  very  mis- 
chjevous  articles  in  the  Times  newspaper,  and  on  the  lith,  three  uionths 
from  the  day  on  which  they  were  mustered,  they  stacked  their  arms 
and  refused  duty.  I  have  taken  and  imprisoned  upon  the  Eip-Eaps 
100  of  the  ringleaders,  and  last  night  only  forty  of  the  remainder  obeyed 
the  orders  of  their  oflflcers.  I  shall  proceed  with  the  most  stringent 
measures  to  reduce  them  to  obedience.  Tliey  have  no  cause  for  com- 
plaint except  that  they  have  not  been  paid,  and  that  would  liave  been 
done  by  me  even  if  a  paymaster  had  not  come  in  accordance  to  my  last 
dispatch  had  it  not  been  for  this  outbreak ;  that  was  known  to  them 
yet  they  have  chosen  to  take  this  method  of  getting  home.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major-  General,  Commandin<i 
[4.] 


,  ^  Gauley  Bridge,  Angust  m,  is6l. 

General  Eosecrans, 

Clarlshurg,  Va. : 

My  advance  guard  was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  advance  guard 
yesterday  afternoon,  twenty-three  miles  east  of  here.  Colonel  Tvler 
who  is  still  at  Meadow  Creek,  seems  to  think  a  larger  force  of  the 
enemy  have  intercepted  the  line  of  communication  north  of  Summers- 
viUe.    Among  the  secessionists  threats  are  very  rife  that  I  am  soon  to 
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be  surrouuded,  but  1  do  uot  think  it  ciiii  be  done  ou  the  north  side,  if 
you  are  aware  of  their  movement.  A  force  of  militia  with  some  East- 
ern Virginia  troops  are  said  to  be  at  Ealeigh  Court-House,  and  are 
reported  to  design  descending  Coal  Itiver  to  stop  our  steam-boats.  I 
cannot  well  aflord  to  weaken  my  force  here  any  more.  If  you  have 
succeeded  in  sending  any  troops  in  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  a 
half  regiment  at  Coalsmouth  would  probably  make  the  line  safe  from 
that  side.  I  have  not  learned  whether  the  Thirteenth  or  Twenty-third 
have  returned  to  Summer.sville  as  T  advised  them.  How  soon  could 
you  reopen  communication  with  me  direct,  should  a  large  force  break 
through  between  us  and  get  in  my  rear?  Give  me  as  full  instructions 
as  possible.  In  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy  our  men  killed  five  and 
wouuded  several.    They  had  three  of  their  own  slightly  wounded. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Executive  Chambee, 

Annapolis,  August  17, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

ISecreiary  of  War: 

My  Deae  Sie  :  While  you  may  think  me  troublesome,  you  will,  I 
trust,  believe  my  efforts,  feeble  as  they  may  be,  are  well  designed. 
You  must  not  suppose  me  a  sensationalist,  or  that  I  am  alarmed,  but 
attribute  all  to  an  anxious  desire  to  co  operate  with  yon  in  heading  off 
the  rebel  forces,  who  are  at  this  time,  in  my  opinion,  contemplating  a 
descent  upon  Maryland,  with  a  view  to  drive  her  from  her  position  in 
the  Union  and  carrying  us  South.  That  vigilant  preparation  is  being 
made  by  the  secession  forces  in  Maryland  and  south  of  the  Potomac  I 
am  convinced,  and  believe  the  design  is  a  simultaneous  rising  in  Mary- 
laud  to  unite  forces  from  the  Confederate  army  and  attack  Washington 
in  reaf ,  whilst  Beauregard  attacks  ou  Virginia  side.  The  Eastern  Shore 
counties  of  Virginia  are  preparing  for  the  onslaught,  I  am  quite  sure, 
and  unless  Government  troops  are  sent  to  the  line,  and  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  bordering  on  these  counties  (Accomac  and  Northampton),  be 
closely  watched  and  guarded,  the  enemy  will  come  and  go  to  these 
points  at  pleasure.  Allow  me  again  to  call  your  attention  most  respect- 
fully to  the  propriety,  nay,  the  necessity,  of  organizing  a  home  brigade 
for  the  protection  and  defense  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  I  have  been  over 
to  that  shore,  and  spent  several  days;  find  many  of  our  men  ready  to 
muster  into  the  service  of  the  General  Government,  and  go  where  and 
when  ordered  to  defend  the  Union  flag. 

My  friend  Thomas  J.  Wilson,  esq.,  who  will  hand  you  this,  and  goes 
over  at  my  request,  is  a  reliable  Union  man,  and  if  time  permit  you 
may  talk  freely  with  him,  and  gain  some  particulars  that  I  have  not 
time  to  give  you.  Mr.  Wilson  is  the  gentleman  I  asked  you  to  make 
a  paymaster,  but  suppose  you  have  been  so  pressed  with  other  duties 
as  to  forget  this  matter.  You  need  have  no  misgivings  in  regard  to 
Wilson.    He  is  intelligent  and  fully  reliable,  and  I  indorse  him  as  such. 

We  captured  two  wagons  yesterday  in  Anne  Arundel  County  in 
transit  with  contraband  articles  to  Virginia,  and  an  increased  force 
will  enable  us  to  do  more  in  that  way. 

I  hope  to  visit  you  on  Tuesday  next,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  you 
have  considered  well  the  brigade  subject,  as  Captain  Wallace  intimates 
you  are  doing. 
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There  are  quite  a  number  of  the  police  officers  that  served  under 
George  P.  Kane,  marshal  of  Baltimore  City,  now  traversing  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Maryland  and  mingling  with  the  secessionists,  as  I  am 
advised.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  private  letter  from  a  very  reliable  divine 
of  Baltimore  City.* 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  '  THO.  H.  HICKS. 

[5.] 


Gatjley  Bkidge,  August  17,  1801. 

General  W.  S.  Koseokans, 

Glarlsburg,  Ya.  : 
The  enemy  remains  about  the  same  in  front,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
They  no  doubt  intend  to  get  me  surrounded,  but  I  am  relying  upon 
your  being  able  to  stop  that  on  the  north.  The  south  side  ot  the  river 
needs  protection.  My  provisions,  &c.,  come  forward  slowly.  How 
about  the  ammunition?  ri/-,v 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[5-J  

Gauley  Bkidge,  August  17,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Olarlxshurg,  Ya. : 
A  report  has  been  brought  in  by  a  scouting  party  that  a  mixed  force 
of  several  thousand  is  at  Kaleigh  Court- House.  I  send  it  for  what  it  is 
worth.  There  is  no  doubt  some  force  there,  and  their  object  is  su])- 
posed  to  be  to  reach  the  mouth  of  Coal  liiver.  Your  last  dispatch 
received  by  me  is  dated  13th. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-General. 

(Telegrapher  will  send  copy  of  the  above  to  Governor  Dennison.) 

[5.] 


Gauley  Bridge,  August  17,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Glarhshurg,  Ya.: 

Tyler  sends  me  word  that  he  has  reliable  information  that  Lee  was 
about  to  move  on  Sutton  with  part  of  his  force.  That  another  part 
was  sent  to  re-enforce  Floyd,  who  was  to  attack  me.  That  the  seces- 
sionists are  making  a  road  from  Slaveiis  Hacking,  on  Cheat  Mountain, 
through  and  down  Elk.  That  Lee  was  to  move  on  Charleston  and  take 
uie  in  rear.  In  short,  that  the  purjiosc  is  to  combine  upon  my  column 
before  you  can  help  it.  Tbesc  rumors  are  so  numerous  and  from  such 
widely  different  sources  that  there  must  be  some  truth  in  them,  aud 
unless  you  are  able  to  checkmate  the  move  may  produce  serious  conse- 
quences. I  hope  you  are  well  posted  as  to  their  movements.  I  need 
ammunition  for  any  continued  operations.  None  has  arrived  since  my 
dispatch  on  that  subject  to  you,  and  having  to  feed  Tyler's  aud  Smith's 

'  Not  found. 
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commands  unexpectedly,  lias  shortened  our  provisions.    If  we  have  a 
few  days  yet,  these  can  be  set  right. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

(Telegrapher  send  copy  to  Governor  Deunisou.) 

[5.] 


GrAiiLET  Bridge,  August  IS,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  Ya.  : 

The  enemy  is  reported  in  considerable  force  within  sight  of  iiiy 
advance  guard,  about  fifteen  miles  up  New  Itiver,  at  Mountain  Cove. 
Colonel  Frizell,  commanding  the  advance,  thinlvs  they  are  advancing 
in  force.  I  have  ordered  him  to  contest  every  inch,  but  do  not  yet  feel 
sure  that  they  will  attack.  I  am  confident  the  force  at  Italeigh  is  not 
formidable,  and  is  mostly  militia.  Colonel  Smith,  of  tlie  Thirteenth, 
was  responsible  for  the  movement  this  way  from  Summersvllle  more 
than  Colonel  Tyler.  The  progress  of  my  works  has  been  slow,  owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  &c.,  but  we  are  confident  that  it  will  take 
a  large  force  to  get  us  out,  whether  they  come  from  front  or  rear.  No 
arrival  yet  of  the  ordnance  stores  you  speak  of 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[5.] 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Army  of  Occupation, 

No.  16.  i  Clarksburg,  Va.,  August  20,  1861. 

I.  General  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  been  placed 
undef  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Third  Brigade  and  of  the  Cheat  River  District,  head- 
quarters movable. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eosecrans: 

GEO.  L.  nARTSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.]  

Special  Orders,  |  Hbadqiarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  139.  )  Washington,  August  22,  1861. 

I.  Ma,].  Gen.  D.  Hunter,  U.  S.  Service,  as  soon  as  his  health  will  per- 
mit, will  repair  to  Illinois  to  take  command  of  the  troops  from  that 
State,  and  will  report  to  Major-General  Fremont,  commanding  West- 
ern Department. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Schenck  is  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Department  of 
the  Ohio,  and  will  report  to  Brigadiei'  General  Kosecrans,  conmiandiug. 

Bv  command  of  Lieutenaut-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 
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Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqks.  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  1.  (  Washington,  August  23,  1861. 

The  Thirty-seventh  Kegiment  '^&w  York  Volunteers,  now  on  its  march 
to  Arlington,  will  halt  at  Port  Albany  and  take  the  place  of  the  Twelfth 
Regiment  New  Yoik  Volunteers  in  Brigadier- General  Kichardson's 
brigade.  The  commanding  oiftcer  of  the  latter  regiment  will  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Keyes  for  orders,  and  will  form  a  part  of  Brigadier- 
General  Wadsworth's  brigade. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

A.  V.  GOLBURN, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 
[5.] 


Gatjley  Bridge,  August  22,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Roseorans  : 

The  rumors  of  large  forces  about  have  not  kept  me  from  being  active. 
My  parties  are  constantly  out  as  far  as  they  can  go  without  wagons, 
covering  a  circuit  of  nearly  thirty  miles.  I  have  two  companies  follow- 
ing up  the  retreat  of  Floyd's  men,  with  orders  to  strike  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. I  put  no  faith  in  the  stories  of  surrounding  until  Colonel  Smith, 
of  the  Thirteenth,  came  from  Summersville  in  i)erson  and  insisted 
he  and  Colonel  Tyler  had  reliable  evidence  that  a  large  force  under 
Lee  was  well  supplied  with  pack  horses,  and  would  take  the  mountain 
path  to  Charleston.  My  own  judgment  has  been  as  expressed  in  my 
letter  of  7th  until  Colonel  Smith  came,  and  since  he  left  I  have  been 
convinced  he  was  unduly  excited  by  rumors.  The  misunderstanding 
of  your  dispatch  of  the  i7th  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Twenty- 
eighth  was  spoken  of  in  it  as  the  regiment  to  relieve  the  Twelfth. 
Colonel  Tyler's  regiment  marched  sixteen  miles  this  way  on  the  20th, 
to  be  at  the  point  to  command  the  Rich  Creek  and  Twenty-Mile  Creek 
roads  when  the  advance  of  Floyd  was  first  known.  He  will  immedi- 
ately return  to  Cross-Lanes.  That  point  commands  the  different  roads 
to  Lewisburg  and  Huntersville  better  than  the  village  of  Summersville, 
and  is  much  easier  held.  I  have  given  Colonel  Tyler  your  ideas  of  the 
necessity  of  holding  his  position  and  acting  vigorously  and  fearlessly. 
.We  have  information  that  Colonel  Smith  did  not  stop  at  Sutton,  but 
continued  on  toward  Weston. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headqitakters  Corps  of  Observation, 

FoolesviUc,  August  23,  18G1. 
Col.  John  W.  Geary, 

Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Comdg.  at  Point  of  Rocht : 
Colonel:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  is  received  this  morning. 
The  ambulances  and  sick  of  your  command  arrived  yesterday  morning 
and  were  consigned  to  the  care  of  Colonel  Cogswell,  of  the  Tammany 
Regiment,  Surgeon  Osborne.  I  applaud  your  determination  to  give  a 
strong  fight  in  case  of  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  cross,  and  believe 
it  would  be  very  hazardous  for  them  to  attempt  such  a  movement  in 
the  face  of  a  fine  regiment.  I  have  three  companies  at  the  Monocacy 
and  support  ready  for  them,  while  my  pickets  extend  from  near  Noland's 
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Ferry  to  Big  Falls,  connecting  with  strong  force  there.  General  Banks 
is  within  a  few  hours'  distance  from  you  and  myself.  We  nmst  hold  on 
to  the  last  if  attacked  and  have  every  advantage,  especially  in  the 
present  high  state  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS,  r.  STONE, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding, 
[5.] 


Si'JiCiAL  Obdeus,  \  ITeadquabters  of  the  Abmy, 

No,  lil.  )  Washington^  August  21, 1801. 

I.  The  following  assignment  is  made  of  general  officers  of  the  volun- 
teer service  whose  appointments  are  announced  iu  General  Orders,  No. 
62,  from  the  War  Department: 

To  the  Department  of  the  Potomac  (Major-General  McClellan  com- 
manding)— Major-Generals  Banks  and  Dix;  Brigadier-Generals  Heint- 
zelman,  Keyes,  Andrew  Porter,  Fitz  John  Porter,  Franklin,  Stone, 
McGall,  Montgomery,  Kearny,  Hooker,  Hamilton,  Gouch,  King,  Rich- 
ardson, James  Gooper,  Lockwood,  Bleuker,  H.  W.  Slocum,  Wadsworth, 
Morell,  Martindale,  Stoneman,  William  F.  Smith,  Barry. 

To  the  Western  Department  (Major-General  Fremont  commanding) — 
Brigadier-Generals  Pope,  Grant,  Gurtis,  Hurlbut,  Sigel,  Prentiss,  Mc- 
Cleruand. 

To  the  Department  of  the  Gumberland  (Brig.  Gen.  R.  Anderson 
commanding) — Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  Buell,  G.  H.  Thomas, 

To  the  Department  of  the  Ohio  (Brigadier-General  Eosecrans  com- 
manding)— Brig,  Gens,  J,  J,  Reynolds,  Gox,  Kelley,  Benham. 

Brigadier-General  Phelps  is  assigned  to  the  Department  of  Virginia, 
Brevet  Major-General  Wool  commanding,  and  Brigadier-General  Den- 
ver will  report  in  person  to  Brigadier-General  Sumner,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Pacific, 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Michigan 
regiments  in  course  of  organization  in  that  State. 

The  officers  above  named  who  are  not  already  on  duty  according  to 
this  assignment  will  report  to  the  generals  commanding  departments. 
Those  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  will  report  in 
person,  if  practicable,  to  General  Anderson  at  Cincinnati  by  the  30th 
instant. 


* 


By  command  of  Lieutenaut-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.] 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hcqes.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  3.  )  Washington,  August  \3-l],  1861. 

3.  Keyes'  and  Wadsworth's  brigades  will  constitute  a  division,  to 
be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  I.  McDowell,  U,  S.  Army,  headquarters 
for  the  present  at  Arlington. 
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9.  The  Fifteenth  Regrimeiit  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers  is  transferred 
to  Stone's  brigade,  which  it  will  proceed  to  join  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable. 

»##*«♦* 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.]  

Gavley  Bridge,  August  24,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans  : 

Our  advance  guard  and  scouting  parties  have  been  unable  to  find 
anything  of  the  enemy  for  twenty-four  hours  past,  except  to  see  a  few 
of  their  cavalry  at  a  distance.  The  tiring  at  pickets  has  also  ceased 
since  the  little  action  the  other  day.  I  am  chasing  them  up  wherever 
I  can  hear  of  them,  but  believe  that  none  except  some  mounted  scouts 
are  on  this  side  of  Meadow  Mountain  now. 

J.  D.  OOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5-]  

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  5.  )  Washington,  Awjust  25, 1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  .1.  Porter,  volunteer  service,  is  appointed  to  the  com 
mand  of  such  of  the  volunteer  infantry  troops  now  in  this  vicinity  a> 
have  not  been  heretofore  assigned  to  brigades,  as  also  of  the  troops 
(volunteer  infantry)  that  may  be  sent  to  this  city  for  the  jiresent. 
Brigadier-General  Porter  will  organize  his  command  into  provisional 
brigades,  to  be  encam])ed  at  such  iioints  as  may  be  indicated  to  him 
from  these  headquarters. 

"His  requisitions  upon  the  several  departments  of  the  staff  for  sup- 
plies will  be  promptly  complied  with. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 


[5.] 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headcjuarters  Corps  of  Observation, 

Poolesvilli',  August  25,  1861. 


Miij.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

Hyattstown,  Md. : 
General:  The  enemy  opened  a  fire  of  cannon  from  three  pieces  yes 
terday  morning  on  our  outpost  at  Conrad's  Ferry,  and  uselessly  expended 
about  seventy-five  rounds.    Their  position  is  such  that  I  cannot  coin 
mand  it  within  the  range  of  my  smooth-bore  Cpounders,  while  it  would 
be  easy  to  dislodge  and  annoy  them  with  a  rifled  gun.    If  convenient 
to  you,  it  would  be  a  favor  to  me  to  lend  me  for  a  day  or  two  a  section 
of  rifled  guns  with  which  to  punish  them.    I  do  not  think  that  the 
enemy's  force  is  largely  increased  opposite  my  ])ositions. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
[■  *•  ]  Brigadier-  General. 
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Gauley  Bridge,  August  U5, 1801—9  jj.  m, 
Geiieral  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Clarlcshurg.  Ya.  : 
We  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  a  company  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  near 
Hawk's  Nest.  They  were  completely  routed,  two  of  them  taken  pris- 
oners, a  (ionsiderable  number  wounded.  In  their  flight  a  large  number 
of  tbem  threw  away  their  arms.  The  prisoners  report  that  Floyd's 
forces  have  moved  on  Summersville,  and  this  agrees  with  a  report  from 
Tyler  to-night  that  a  large  force  has  gotten  on  tbis  side  of  the  Gauley 
and  is  within  two  miles  of  him  at  Cross-Lanes.  He  says  there  is  no 
possible  mistake  about  it.  The  force  is  reported  at  4,000.  I  send  up 
to-night  half  of  regiment  to  hold  the  forks  of  the  road  at  Peters  Creek, 
in  his  rear,  so  that  he  cannot  be  cut  off  from  me. 

J.  B.  0C3X, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 
[5.J 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  142.  I  Washington,  August  26,  1861. 

I.  Capt.  J.  B.  Fry,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  relieved  from  duty 
in  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  D. 
Hunter,  in  this  city. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Ciiambek, 

Annapolis,  August  2G,  1861. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  do  not  trespass  of  choice,  but  of  necessity.  Sensible 
of  the  pressure  upon  you  would  avoid  this  obtrusion,  but  failing  in 
effort  at  interview  Avith  you  whilst  in  Washington  last  week,  you  will, 
I  trust,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  respectfully  that  I  look  upon  it  as  being 
most  important  to  have  all  assailable  points  well  looked  to  (from  Cape 
Henry,  including  eastern  counties  of  Virginia  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Potomac,  thence  to  the  headwaters  thereof,  also  the  Chesapeake  from 
Potomac  Kiver  to  the  head  of  the  bay),  as  much  foul  play  is  going  on. 
I  need  not  tell  one  of  your  large  experience  and  observation  that  you 
have  a  wily  foe  to  contend  with;  that  feints  will  be  made  and  strate- 
gies resorted  to  by  the  enemy  to  draw  you  to  their  clutches;  that  they 
are  arranging  for  a  descent  upon  you  at  some  point  or  to  inveigle  you 
to  some  favorable  point  on  their  side  of  the  line  I  anr  convinced.  I  beg 
to  say  the  Chesapeake  Bay  should  be  thoroughly  guarded  by  steamers 
(sailboats  better  than  none),  and  its  tributaries,  with  armed  men  on 
board,  to  cut  off  passage  of  men  and  other  aid  that  is  going  constantly 
to  the  Confederates.  I  am  sure  that  suflQcient  attention  is  not  being 
paid  to  the  two  Eastern  Shore  counties  of  Virginia,  viz,  Accomac  and 
Northampton.  If  the  disloyalists  are  permitted  to  congregate  there 
from  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  elsewhere, 
and  encamji  with  small-arms — an  8-gun  battery  (brass  cannon) — may 
they  not  soon  become  formidable  f    A  moderate  force  may  now  disarm 
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and  subdue  tbem,  but  let  them  alone  too  long  and  tbey  will  give  trouble. 
Iftliey  are  attacked,  a  good  battery  or  two  will  be  needed  now,  and, 
belbre  attacking,  the  bay  should  be  well  guarded  to  prevent  escape 
to  the  Western  Shore;  then  the  Ohincoteague  Sound,  on  the  east- 
northeast  side  of  Northampton,  ought  to  be  well  looked  to,  or  they  will 
go  to  sea  and  pass  outside  the  cape  and  come  onto  land  on  the  Western 
Shore  of  Virginia.  I  beg  you  to  impress  your  men  with  the  fact  that 
these  Southern  men  will  fight  like  heroes.  I  am  a  Southern  man  myself, 
but  cannot  be  a  traitor  to  the  Government  of  my  fathers,  nor  can  I 
co-oj)erate  with  those  corruptly  engaged  to  break  up  the  tJnion.  In 
the  struggle,  now  that  all  hope  of  compromise  is  gone,  my  motto  is: 
Death  or  victory  for  the  Union.  Then,  if  the  abolitionists  don't  let  our 
negroes  alone,  1  will  fight  them. 

Vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty.  Let  all  good  Union  men  bestir 
themselves.  Ease  is  not  to  be  thought  of.  Officers  in  command  must 
not  spend  too  much  time  at  fashionable  hotels,  theaters,  ball-rooms,  &c. 
Let  them  do  their  work,  and  then  sport  if  they  save  their  country.  I 
have  faith  in  you,  sir.  You  have  no  time  for  mirth  or  trifling,  nor 
have  I.  Excuse,  and  let  me  suggest  that  more  troops  would  be  well 
placed  at  the  Annapolis  Junction  and  at  this  place.  I  believe  we  have 
an  excellent  man  here.  Colonel  Roberts.  lie  is  active  and  watchful, 
and  is  a  gentleman.  You  cannot  better  him,  I  think.  Excuse  this 
liberty  and  familiarity. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

[5.]  THO.  H.  HICKS. 


Special  Oeders,  )         IIdqes.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

;N^o.  1'13.  )  iV^e«r  IlyaiiHtoivn^  Md.,  Augtist  36,  1861. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Major-General  McClellan, 
commanding  the  department.  Major  Doubleday  will  proceed  with  all 
the  officers,  men,  and  horses  of  the  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Artillery, 
which  are  under  his  command,  to  Washington,  1).  C.  Upon  his  arrival 
at  tliat  place  he  will  report  in  person  for  orders  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Banks : 

EOBT.  WILLIAMS, 

[5. J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gauliiy  Bridge,  August  26,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

CUirlshurg : 
The  officers  of  the  Seventh  Ilegiment  who  came  in  report  the  enemy 
as  a  regular  force,  about  4,000.  They  say  the  firing  and  maneuvering 
indicated  well-drilled  troops.  I  have  an  advanced  guard  up  each  river 
and  have  no  fears  that  we  can  make  a  good  stand  here.  We  have  eight 
days'  supplies.  Look  out  in  the  direction  of  Sutton.  A  large  part  of 
the  Seventh  is  missing,  but  the  general  opinion  is  that  the  mortality  is 
not  very  great.  The  enemy  had  artillery;  the  number  of  pieces  I  can- 
not learn. 

J.  B.  COX, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Governor  Dennisoii,  at  Columbus.) 

[5.] 
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August  26,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Cox, 

Qauley : 
Tour  dispatches  of  the  24th  and  25th  received.  The  latter  indicates, 
though  you  do  not  say  so,  that  Floyd's  force  came  down  Saturday  and 
Sunday  Creek  roads.  Please  in  future  note  such  circumstances.  It 
would  seem  also  that  he  had  chosen  that  as  the  principal  route.  If  so, 
hold  Hawk's  Eest  firmly  and  draw  him  down  the  Summersville  road. 
Arrange  for  two  boats  a  day,  if  necessary,  and  messengers  to  connect. 
Let  your  information  be  solid,  so  that  action  may  be  based  on  it.  We 
may  succeed  in  crushing  the  enemy's  column.-  Catch  him  and  crush 
him. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS. 

[5.] 


Gaulet  Bridge,  August  27, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  EoSECRANS, 

Glarlcshtirg,  Va.: 
The  Seventh  keep  straggling  in.  I  do  not  think  the  number  of  killed 
large  from  all  I  can  learn,  but  a  good  many  are  prisoners  or  scattered. 
Less  than  half  are  now  here.  AH  their  train  is  safe  here.  Colonel 
Tyler  will  give  me  an  official  report  to-day.  We  have  more  stores 
than  I  thought  yesterday.  By  a  misunderstanding  of  the  commissary's 
agent  full  eighteen  days'  provisions  have  been  sent  forward,  and  will 
be  here  when  a  train  five  miles  below  gets  here.  With  this  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  hold  this  position  against  heavy  odds,  even  if  any  acci- 
dent happens  to  our  communications.  Forage  for  horses  is  tlie  only 
thing  difficult  to  get.  We  shall  have  to  get  it  from  Ohio.  The  force 
opposed  to  the  Seventh  is  said  by  a  prisoner  to  have  been  in  that 
neighborhood  some  time,  but  was  joined  by  a  part  of  that  up  New 
Eiver.  They  have  made  no  new  attack.  The  prisoner  stated  the  num- 
ber near  Summersville  at  3,000,  with  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and  says 
a  similar  force  is  still  up  the  New  Eiver  and  has  been  attacking  our 
advance  there.  Our  men  are  alert  and  confident,  and  all  duty  required 
is  cheerfully  done. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

Qauley  Bridge,  August  27,  1801. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans: 

Yours  of  26th  received.  I  could  not  say  by  what  road  Floyd's  force 
went,  because  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  learn.  I  had  good  officers  at 
Hawk's  Nest  and  they  are  sure  no  large  force  or  artillery  went  by  the 
Sunday  road,  which  has  three  outlets  into  the  Lewisburg  turnpike,  all 
of  them  beyond  the  Hawk's  Nest,  and  not  favorable  points  to  hold  with 
small  bodies  of  men.  A  prisoner  taken  says  part  of  the  forre  had  been 
near  Summersville  for  some  time — probably  on  the  Wilderness  road. 
Prisoners  taken  at  different  places  tell  about  the  same  story.  Floyd  is 
said  to  have  four  regiments,  three  cannon.  Wise  about  the  same. 
Wise  is  up  New  Eiver  somewhere  near  the  junction  of  the  Wilderness 
road  with  Lewisburg  turnpike.    Our  advance  guard  on  the  difl'erent 
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roads  to  Summersville,  Lewisburg,  and  Fayette  go  without  tents.  Our 
pickets  on  mountain  patlis  and  roads  are  numerous.  Our  working 
parties  about  400,  and  tile  wLole  force  is  hard  worked,  so  that  we  can- 
not throw  out  large  bodies.  Tolerably  reliable  information  to-day 
came  of  a  party  trying  to  get  a  road  from  behind  over  Ootton  Hill, 
where  it  commands  our  camp.  This  necessitates  new  work  in  examin- 
ing the  ground  there  and  extending  some  of  our  work  with  reference  to 
it.  I  expect  some  information  to-night  as  to  the  present  whereabouts 
of  Floyd,  and  will  send  it  early  in  the  morning  if  I  get  it.  Colonel 
Tyler  was  encamped  at  the  cross-roads  called  Cross-Lanes,  a  part  of  his 
force  on  each  road.  The  enemy  were  between  him  and  Carnifix  Ferry, 
about  two  miles  from  him.  While  his  men  were  at  breakfast  in  the 
morning  they  outflanked  him  and  commenced  tlie  attack  on  both  flanks 
and  front  nearly  simultaneously.  The  regiment  did  not  get  in  good 
shape  for  defense  at  any  time,  and  was  soon  broken  up  and  scattered. 

J,  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5-]  ■ 

August  27, 1861. 
Brigadier-Gfeneral  Cox, 

Gauley  : 
Telegraphed  you  a  short  dispatch  to-day.  I  see  nothing  on  the  map 
to  indicate  the  road  you  speak  of  to  Charleston.  It  would  be  well, 
however,  to  have  it  examined  by  scouts.  Nothing  more  to  say.  Keep 
your  supplies  up  and  clear  away  your  waste  lumber.  Keep  yourself 
and  these  headquarters  constantly  advised  of  the  force  and  move- 
ments of  the  enemy.  There  seeins  to  be  some  incompatibility  between 
the  force  supposed  to  be  in  your  front  and  that  in  front  of  Cheat 
Mountain, 

W.  S.  liOSECKANS. 

[St.] 


August  27, 1801. 
Brigadier-General  Cox, 

Gauley : 

Tour  dispatch  of  27th  received.  The  commanding  general  is  grati- 
fied with  its  definiteness.  lie  regrets  to  say  that  the  report  concerning 
the  Seventh  furnishes  another  evidence  of  the  great  deficiency,  not  to  say 
inefficiency  and  worthlessness,  of  theperformances  of  picket  guard  duty. 
From  what  appears  it  isplainthat  no  adequatepicket  guards  were  posted 
by  Colonel  Tyler,  or  that  his  position  was  chosen  without  precaution. 
The  duty  with  which  he  was  charged  required  him  to  keep  his  regiment 
posted  in  mass  in  a  position  where  his  retreat  could  not  be  cutoff  with 
strong  picket  guards  and  advanced  pickets  thrown  well  to  the  front  to 
give  timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach  and  check  any  movement 
except  in  force.  The  commanding  general  hopes  that  this  most  unfor- 
tunate lesson  will  not  be  lost  on  the  rest  of  his  command.  While  he 
takes  pleasure  in  saying  your  reports  indicate  better  precautions  he 
hopes  you  will  take  occasion  to  deepen  the  lesson  we  have  learned  at 
such  cost. 

[GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General] 

[5.] 
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Special  Obdees,  )  Hbqks.  Akmy  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  11.  )  Washington,  August  28,  1861. 

7.  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter,  voluuteer  service,  will  at  once  relieve 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sheriuan,  voluuteer  service,  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Corcoran.  The  following  regiments  will  compose  the  division  to 
be  commanded  by  Brigadier- General  Porter,  which  will  be  organized 
into  two  brigades,  viz:  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  New  York  Kegi- 
ments;  De  Kalb  Eegiment;  Cameron  Rifles;  Ninth  Massachusetts 
Kegiment;  Second  Maine  Eegiment;  Fourth  Michigan  Kegiment; 
Black's  Pennsylvania  regiment.  The  Cameron  Kifles  and  Black's  regi- 
ment will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Porter  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable.  Brigadier-G  eneral  Sherman,  ou  being  relieved  in  his  pres- 
ent command,  will,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  which  have  been 
received  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  proceed  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  report  to  Brig.  Gen, 
Robert  Anderson,  U.  S.  Army,  for  duty. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  13.  ]  August  28,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Franklin's  and  General  Kearny's  brigades  will  form 
a  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Franklin,  who  will  also 
have  charge  for  the  present  of  all  the  defenses  iu  front  of  Alexandria. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan : 

A.  V.  COLBUKN, 
[5.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Shenandoah, 

Ko.  219.  )  Hyattstmcn,  Md.,  August  28,  1861. 

In  accordance  with  orders  receiAed  from  Major-General  McClellan, 

commanding  the  department.  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  is  hereby 

relieved  from  duty  with  this  command,  and  will  report  iu  person  for 

orders  to  General  Anderson,  Cumberland  Department,  Cincinnati, Ohio. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Banks: 

'  ''  ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 

[5  1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Gatjley  Bridge,  August  28,  1861. 

General  W.  S.  Roseceans, 

Clarlcsburg,  Ya.: 
The  chaplain  and  surgeon  of  Seventh  are  returned.  They  were  not 
permitted  to  see  the  wounded.  Tlie  enemy's  otiicers  treated  them  well. 
Kej)orted  15  of  ours  killed  and  about  50  wounded.  One  captain  killed 
and  1  a  prisoner.  About  300  are  yet  in  the  hills.  The  note  refusing  to 
let  them  see  the  wounded  was  signed  by  Floyd,  and  was  courteous  in 
language,  assurnig  them  that  the  wounded  were  sent  over  Gauley  and 
were  well  taken  care  of.  They  were  not  allowed  to  go  far  enough  within 
lines  to  judge  of  the  force,  cavalry  pickets  being  some  miles  this  side  ot 
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Cross-Lanes.  Our  pickets  on  the  Fayette  road  were  tired  into  by  a 
party  of  mounted  lueu  early  tliis  morniug;  1  killed,  2  wounded.  No 
further  news  up  New  Eiver.  A  party  has  gone  in  advance  to  see  what 
can  be  learned.  They  generally  keep  their  infantry  out  of  reach, 
attacking  our  outposts  and  scouting  parties  with  the  cavalry.  An  order 
from  Washington  sends  Captain  Cotter's  artillerymen  back  to  Ohio  to 
be  organized  for  the  three-yeais'  service.  This  leaves  my  guns  in  the 
hands  of  such  men  as  I  can  select  from  the  infantry  ranks,  and  puts 
that  arm  in  bad  condition  to  move,  though  they  can  do  pretty  well  for 
defensive  purposes. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

[5.]  

G-AULEY  Bridge,  August  28, 1861 — 9  jp.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eoseceans, 

Clarlshurg,  Va.: 

Major  Casement  has  carried  over  400  of  the  Seventh  into  Charleston 
handsomely.  He  went  by  Big  Sandy  and  down  Elk.  There  are  so 
many  practicable  routes  for  cavalry  and  infantry  without  trains  that 
his  presence  ia  Charleston  may  prove  very  fortunate.  The  enemy  con- 
tinues in  principal  force  near  ( Jross-Lanes.  A  scout  informs  me  to-night 
that  they  had  put  two  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  mountain  near  Peters 
Creek,  so  as  to  command  the  road  from  here  where  it  passes  a  gap.  I 
do  not  feel  quite  sure  of  this.  Their  means  of  getting  back  across 
Gauley  are  at  present  small  and  insufficient.  I  hear  nothing  more  of 
the  force  up  Kew  Eiver  to-day. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding , 

\o.\ 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

No.  IM.  j  Washington,  August  29, 1861. 

•  •****# 

V.  Brigadier- General  Burnside  is  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Potomac,  Major-General  McClellan  commanding. 

******* 
By  command  of  Lieuteuaut-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^0-  1^-  )  August  29,  'l861. 

******* 

11.  The  Fourth  Eegiment,  Excelsior  Brigade,  New  York  Volunteers, 
now  with  General  King's  command,  is  transferred  to  the  brigade  com- 
manded by  Col.  D.  E.  Sickles,  which  it  will  proceed  to  join  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable. 

******* 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
l^-J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Corps  of  Observation, 

Poolesmlle,  Md.,  August  39,  1861. 
Maj.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  letter  of  yester- 
day's date  by  Colonel  Maicy,  inspector- gen  era).  Brigadier-General 
Hamilton's  brigade  (three  regiments  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery) 
arrived  here  yesterday,  by  order  of  Major-General  Banks,  and  reported 
to  me  for  duty.  The  brigade  was  posted  covering  the  Seneca  road,  and 
I  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  supplies.  This  morning 
General  Hamilton,  by  order  of  Major-General  Banks,  broke  up  his 
camp  and  marched  for  Darnestown,  reporting  to  me  that  he  had 
received  such  orders  at  midnight  last  night.  No  change  is  observable 
in  my  front,  but  yesterday,  last  night,  and  this  morning  the  weather 
has  been  so  thick  as  to  prevent  any  careful  examination  of  the  other 
side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  r.  STONE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


August  29, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Kosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  V((.: 
There  is  no  excuse  for  Tyler  being  surprised.*  Concentrate  every- 
thing possible  against  Floyd.  Let  Cox  leave  tlie  minimum  force 
required  to  hold  the  Gauley,  and  with  the  remainder  of  his  troops  attack 
Floyd  from  the  south  at  the  same  time  you  attack  from  the  north.  Your 
continued  presence  at  Clarksburg  excites  comment. 

G.  B.  M(;OLELLAN. 

[5.]  

August  29, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Cox, 

Gauley  : 
Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received  to-day.  Have  directed  Light- 
burn  to  take  four  or  five  companies  and  make  an  expedition  by  way  of 
Pocotaligo  Creek  to  Walton.  This  will  put  a  check  to  the  secessionists' 
movements  up  there.  He  will  be  cooperated  with  by  other  forces  not 
available  for  the  main  column.  Continue  to  communicate  news  fre- 
quently  aud  fully.  ^  ^  KOSECRANS. 

[5.1  

Gauley  Bridge,  August  29, 18C1—1  p.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  Va.: 
No  changes  in  this  vicinity  that  I  can  learn.    We  have  had  a  soak- 
ing rain  for  forty-eight  hours,  aud  the  enemy  as  well  as  our  own  men 
are  inclined  to  keep  in  shelter.    Our  advance  guards  have  scouts  some 
distance  out,  but  learn  nothing  new.     Can  hear  of  no  movement  ot 

"See  Rosecrans  (o  'J'owiiseu<l,  ^'<)l.  V,  ji.  118. 
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the  enemy.  A  new  company  of  cavalry,  Captain  Pfau,  eighty-five  in 
number,  arrived  last  night  to  relieve  Captain  George,  who  has  returned 
to  Ohio  with  his  men. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


Gauley  Bkidge,  August  29, 1861 — i  p.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eoseceans, 

Clarlcsburg : 
There  are  reports  brought  in  that  Wise's  force  has  in  considerable 
part  gone  south  of  the  river  in  force  enough  to  take  Loop,  Paint,  and 
other  creek  roads  with  the  design  upon  our  trains  so  often  rumored 
before.  Eeliable  Union  men  say  the  increase  on  that  side  is  great. 
Floyd  continues  near  Cross-Lanes.  There  are  reports  of  an  intent  to 
bring  artillery  over  Cotton  Hill.  I  keep  small  forces  active  in  different 
directions,  there  being  no  considerable  party  of  the  enemy  within  easy 
striking  distance.    Matters  draw  to  a  focus. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[^■]  

Special  Okders,  )  Hdqrs.  Akmt  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  16.  ]  Washington,  Augtist  30,  1861. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Martindale  will  report  without  delay  to  Brig. 
Gen.  F.  J.  Porter  for  duty  with  his  division  as  commander  of  a  brigade. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchel  will  report  at  once  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B. 
Franklin  for  duty  in  his  division,  to  command  the  brigade  heretofore 
commanded  by  General  Franklin. 

3.  Maj.  Abner  Doubleday  will  immediately  take  charge  of  all  the 
heavy  artillery  defenses  fron)  the  Long  Bridge  to  Fort  Corcoran,  and 
in  case  of  an  attack  will  take  the  best  position  to  command  the  whole. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[5.] 


Gatjley  Bridge,  August  30,  1861 — 6  a.  m. 
General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Clarlcsburg,  Ya.  : 

Eeports  make  me  feel  some  anxiety  for  our  trains  down  the  river. 
Pfau's  cavalry  go  down  to  meet  a  forage  train  this  morning.  Colonel 
Lightburu  reports  great  activity  among  the  rebels  all  the  way  to  the 
Ohio.  The  Union  cause  is  hurt  for  lack  of  the  strength  which  is  needed 
in  the  valley.  We  were  informed  yesterday  that  an  immediate  attack 
was  to  be  made  here,  and  hoped  it  was  true.  The  position  of  forces 
seems  to  be  as  indicated  in  my  last.  I  am  trying  to  get  more  accurate 
information  as  to  numbers,  which  are  exaggerated  in  reports,  but  it  is 
diflBcult  to  do  so. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[5.] 
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^  .     ,.     ^  August  30, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Cox, 

Gauley : 
The  general  thinks  that  Major  Casement  with  his  command  had  bet- 
ter go  up  the  Elk  to  about  the  mouth  ol'  the  Big  Sandy  and  look  out 
for  and  stop  straggling  parties  coming  from  the  enemy's  column,  and 
also  intercept  some  guerrillas  about  to  be  driven  from  Spencer  Court- 
House.    It  is  believed  they  will  take  that  direction  to  the  main  column. 

[GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.] 

August  30, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Cox, 

Gauley : 
Tour  two  dispatches  of  yesterday  received  to-day.  Please  number 
yours;  acknowledge  receipt  of  mine  by  numbers.  Watch  south  side 
by  scouts  and  spies.  Eeconnoiter  Floyd  closely  in  some  force,  if  neces- 
sary. We  will  try  to  be  down  to  Sutton  by  Sunday.  Loomis,  assistant 
quartermaster,  has  been  ordered  to  reheve  Treat.  Presume  he  will  be 
up  to-morrow. 

[5.]  W.  S.  EOSEORANS. 


No.  1.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  1,  1861 — (>  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Clarksburg : 
A  spy  brought  me  information  from  south  side  of  river  last  evening. 
He  says  500  rebel  troops  are  encamped  twelve  miles  up  Loop  Creek, 
connecting  with  ii,000  more  near  Fayette;  that  they  have  no  artillery, 
and  a  large  portion  of  them  are  irregular;  that  Wise  is  not  there  and 
it  is  not  his  command,  but  Colonel  Beckley's,  of  Ealeigh  County.  Col- 
onel Guthrie  sends  word  from  Charleston  that  500  of  the  enemy  are  at 
Peytona,  also  under  Colonel  Beckley.  These  last  he  had  arranged  for 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Enyart,  First  Kentucky,  to  attack.  I  write  this 
morning  to  Enyart  to  make  himself  sure  of  both  position  and  force 
before  crossing  the  river.  Enyart  is  at  Witcher's  Creek.  Major  Hines, 
of  the  Twelfth,  with  two  companies,  went  forward  yesterday  to  recon- 
noiter  Floyd,  who  has  nothing  but  a  few  mounted  scouts  this  side  of 
Peters  Creek.  He  has  not  reported  yet.  Colonel  Frizell,  of  the 
Eleventh,  will  also  reconnoiter  toward  Wise  to-day.  Your  No.  1,  of 
30th  of  August,  received  this  morning, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

[■>■] 


No.  2.]  Gauley  Kripc^e,  September  1,  18(!] — ,?  j>.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  ya.: 
Major  nines  reports  that  on  sifting  information  he  is  satisfied  the 
force  with  Floyd  cannot  be  over  2,500,  of  which,  say,  200  is  cavalry; 
that  a  little  more  than  half  of  this  is  at  Cross- Lanes  and  the  rest  in 
detachments  at  Summersville,  Carnifix  Ferry,  Peters  Creek,  and  on  a 
path  leading  toward  Elk.    He  could  learn  nothing  new  of  the  artillery. 
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The  party  of  the  Eleventli  report  Wise  encamped  nearly  at  the  princi- 
pal outlet  of  the  Sunday  road,  called  Vaughn's.  They  hold  Hopping's 
Gap,  a  strong  pass  about  four  miles  beyond  Hawk's  Nest,  and  all  the 
news  our  men  can  get  is  from  the,  country  i)eople,  who  report  the  force 
very  large — 10,000,  with  twenty  pieces  of  artillery — all  of  which  is  of 
course  as  good  as  no  report,  except  that  there  is  a  large  force  there,  in 
a  strong  position  against  aai  approach  from  this  side.  I  will  try  hard 
to  get  some  spies  among  them. 

J.  D.  OOX, 
Briyudier- General,  Covimandiiu/. 

Orders,  )  Headcjt'Ak'I'eks  Alexandria  Division, 

No.  1.     )  September  ;.',  18G1. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  13,  Department  of  the  I'otomac, 
the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  division  consisting  of  the 
brigades  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Kearny  and  Brigadier- 
General  Mitchel.  The  following-named  officers  constitute  the  division 
staff:  Capt.  Walworth  Jenkins,  First  Artillery,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general; Surg.  Frank  H.  Ilamilton,  brigade  surgeon ;  First  Lieut. 
John  P.  Baker,  First  Cavalry,  aide-de-camp;  First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Tolles, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  acting  qtiartermaster  and  commissary.  Each 
brigade  commander  will,  immediately  after  guard  mounting,  transmit 
to  this  office  the  reports  of  the  brigade  lield  ofticers  of  the  day  and  the 
morning  report  of  the  brigade.  All  (tomuiunications  from  the  division 
intended  for  the  action  of  the  general  commanding  must  be  addressed 
to  the  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  Captain  Jenkins. 

W.  B.  FllANKLIN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commandiny  Division. 

[«•]  

Headquarters  Corps  of  Obsera'ation, 

Poolesville,  ISqricmber  L\  1861. 
Maj.  S.  Williams, 

AsHt.  Adjf.  Gen.,  Headquartets  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  matters  are  (juiet  in  and  in 
front  of  my  position.  The  enemy's  camp  remains  unchanged  near 
Leesburg  but  it  is  remarked  that  they  have  but  very  few  wagons  in 
sight.  It  may  be  that  a  movement  has  been  made  by  the  enemy  with- 
out camp  equipage,  but  I  do  not  think  so.  General  ISvans  was  in  com- 
mand at  Leesburg  on  Saturday. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Gommandina. 
[5.J 


Headquarters  Corps  op  Observation, 

Poolesville,  September  :>,  1861. 
Oapt.  Robert  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Ilend quarters  General  Banks''  Division: 
Captain:  In  compliaiice  with  the  wishes  of  Mnjor-General  Banks* 
I  have  the  honor  to  give  the  following  as  the  present  disposition  of  the 

*  See  Williams  to  Stone,  Aiii;ust  31,  Vol.  V,  p.  583. 
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troops  under  my  commaiKl.  The  corps  consists  of  five  regiments  of 
infantry,  Eicketts'  battery  (six  pieces)  and  the  New  York  Ninth  Regi- 
ment battery  (four  pieces)  of  artillery  and  Cbambliss'  ti'oop.  Second 
Cavalry.  Tbe  main  body  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiment  is 
posted  on  the  common  in  Poolesville,  having  two  companies  on  picket 
duty  near  Conrad's  Ferry.  The  main  body  of  the  Tammany  Eegiment 
is  posted  one  mile  from  Poolesville  on  the  road  to  Conrad's  Ferry, 
having  four  companies  on  outpost  and  picket  duty  at  and  above  Con- 
rad's Ferry.  One  wing  of  the  Second  Eegiment  New  York  State  Militia 
is  posted  one  mile  from  I'oolesville  on  the  road  to  the  Monocacy,  while 
four  companies  form  an  outpost  at  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  and  throw 
pickets  up  the  river  to  meet  those  of  the  Pennsylvania  Twenty-eighth, 
and  down  tbe  river  to  meet  those  from  the  Tammany.  The  Minnesota 
regiment  is  posted  two  miles  or  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Poolesville  on 
the  road  to  Edwards  Ferry,  having  its  outpost  at  Edwards  Ferry  and 
throwing  jiickets  up  the  river  to  meet  those  of  the  Massachusetts  Fif- 
teenth, and  down  the  river  to  meet  those  of  the  Thirty-fourth  New  York. 
The  Tbirty-fourth  New  Y'"ork  is  stationed  at  Seneca  Mills  and  throws 
out  pickets  up  the  river  to  meet  those  of  the  Minnesota,  and  down  the 
river  to  meet  those  of  General  McCall's  command  at  Big  Falls.  The 
artillery  is  posted  according  to  circumstances  from  time  to  time,  by 
battery,  by  section,  or  by  piece,  but  has  its  camp  on  the  common  at 
Poolesville.  The  cavalry  is  posted  near  the  camp  of  the  Second  Eegi- 
ment New  York.  The  following  sketch*  will  give  an  idea  of  the 
positions. 

From  the  above  I  hope  Major-General  Banks  will  be  enabled  to  gain 
a  sufficiently  clear  idea  of  tlie  disposition  of  my  forces  in  his  vicinity. 
There  seems  to  be  no  change  in  the  positions  of  the  hostile  camps  since 
Wednesday  last. 

Yerv  respectfully,  I  am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5-]  

-^o.  3.]  Gauley  Bkidge,  September  2, 1861. 

General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Clarksbtirg : 

No  news  since  my  dispatch  of  last  evening. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5-]  

jfo.  4 J  Gattley  Bridge,  September  2,  1861. 

General  W.  S.  Eoseceans  : 

Have  received  nothing  from  you  since  your  No.  1.  I  have  a  party 
pushing  up  toward  the  rebels  at  Cross-Lanes.  I  begin  to  fear  they 
have  suspicion  of  their  danger  and  are  getting  back  across  the  Gauley. 
They  have  ceased  giving  us  a  chance  in  skirmishes  and  hold  their 
strong  points  in  too  great  force  for  the  detachments  I  can  afford  to  send. 
This  makes, it  harder  to  get  at  them  and  learn  their  movements.    I 

expect  some  information  to-night.  /-,rw 

J.  D.  COX, 
r5  1  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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]\f,>.  -).]  Gauley  Ekidge,  Septemher  2,  1861 — 1>  p.  m. 

Geueral  W.  S.  Eoseckans, 

Clarhsburg,  Va.  : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Euyart,  of  First  Kentucky,  with  six  companies, 
attacked  a  force  of  the  enemy  at  Boone  Oourt-House  to-day  and  com- 
pletely routed  them.  Twenty-five  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  counted, 
and  it  is  supposed  there  are  more.  Our  men  Lad  six  Avouuded.  In  the 
fight  the  village  was  burned.  I  have  no  particulars  as  to  how  or  by 
whom.  LieutenantGolonel  Frizell,  of  the  Eleventh,  was  attacked  this 
evening  by  the  enemy's  advance  on  Xew  Eiver,  but  the  firing  was  not 
protracted,  as  darkness  quickly  came  on.  The  indications  are  more 
like  an  attack  in  force  from  that  side  in  the  morning  than  we  have  yet 
seen  them.  A  full  regiment  with  a  company  of  cavalry  advanced  slowly 
and  cautiously  toward  him,  and  after  feeling  his  pickets  seem  to  be 
resting  forthe  night.  The  Eleventh  is  nowoccupying  atolerably  strong 
natural  position  about  six  miles  from  here,  and  unless  greatly  outnum- 
bered will  hold  the  rebels  back  and  whip  them.  If  they  are  driven  in, 
we  will  try  what  can  be  done  liere. 

J.  U.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Governor  Dennison.) 

[5.] 


:^ro.  6.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  3,  1861—8  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  EosECRANS, 

Glarl(shurg  : 
A  brisk  attack  this  morning  in  front  still  continues.     Some  evidence 
of  an  attack  also  on  the  Fayette  side. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
\5.\ 


No.  7.]  Gatjley  Bridge,  Septembi^i  3,  isai — n  p.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eoseckans, 

Clarksburg,  Ya. : 

We  have  had  our  advance  guard  attacked  to-day  on  both  the  New 
Eiver  and  Fayette  roads,  and  the  skirmishing  has  been  kept  up  all  day. 
Our  posts  on  New  Eiver  have  maintained  themselves  well  and  driven 
back  the  rebels,  who,  however,  are  in  sufficient  ibrce  to  enable  them  to 
keep  tolerably  close.  On  Fayette  side  the  pickets  have  been  driven  in 
close  to  the  river,  that  side  being  less  favorable  to  hold.  We  have  only 
1  man  killed  and  4  or  5  wounded.  The  enemy  has  suffered  considerable 
loss.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  concerted  attack,  and  has  kept  all  our 
available  men  busy.  They  are  numerous  enough  to  keep  us  so.  The 
news  from  Gross-Lanes  is  conflicting.  Our  scouting  parties  are  confi- 
dent no  considerable  force  is  this  side  the  Gauley,  and  this  is  confirmed 
by  the  quietness  of  the  country  up  to  some  small  cavalry  posts  near 
Peters  Creek.  But  eight  men  of  the  Seventh  have  fouml  their  way  in, 
who  say  they  did  not  get  beyond  the  enemy's  pickets  till  last  night, 
and  they  were  confident,  although  concealed  in  the  house  of  a  Union 
man,  that  the  rebels  were  still  there  in  force  and  intrenching.  They, 
however,  have  had  no  chance  to  see  for  themselves.    Major  Hines  was 
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with  a  scouting  party  on  a  mountain  overlooking  the  cross-roads,  and 
he  is  confident  that  the  force  has  joined  that  which  is  in  front  of  us  on 
'New  Eiver.  These  conflicting  reports  perplex  the  judgment,  but  it 
seems  impossible  to  sift  them  satisfactorily.  I  incline,  however,  to  rely 
upon  Major  Hiues'  report.  Parties  of  the  rebels  are  heard  of  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  all  the  way  to  Coalsmouth,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  near  Fayette  they  number  near  2,000,  though  most  of  them  are  raw 
and  irregular  troops,  without  artillery.  I  am  very  reluctant  to  be  con- 
fined to  this  sort  of  defensive,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do  otherwise  just 
now,  as  I  am  giving  the  men  more  work  than  is  good  for  their  health. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Ordees,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  145.  )  Washington,  September  3,  1S61. 

I.  Capt.  Robert  Chandler,  assistant  adjutant-general,  volunteer 
service,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brig.  Gen.  Eufus  King. 

*  *  #  *  #  *  # 

III.  The  following  assistant  adjiitants-general  of  the  volunteer  serv- 
ice will  report  for  assignment  to  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  Ohio,  headquarters  at  Cincinnati:  Capt. 
(4ustavns  M.  Bascom,  Capt.  Henry  Thrall. 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  volunteer  service,  is  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Major- 
Geueral  McClellan. 

*  *  *  *  r  *  w 

B^'^  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Asuistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[5.]' 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  29.  )  Washington,  September  3,  1861. 

Brig.  (ien.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  volunteer  service,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  141,  of 
August  24,  1801,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,*  is  appointed  to 
the  command  of  such  of  the  volunteer  infantry  troops  now  in  this 
vicinity  as  have  not  been  heretofore  assigned  to  brigades,  as  also  of 
the  volunteer  infantry  troops  that  may  be  sent  to  this  city  for  the  pres- 
ent. Brigadier-General  Burnside  will  organize  his  command  into  pro- 
visional biigades,  to  be  encamped  at  such  points  as  may  be  indicated 
to  him  from  these  headquarters. 

Ilis  requisitions  upon  the  several  departments  of  tlie  staff  for  supplies 
will  be  promptly  complied  with. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[5-] ^       

*  Burnside  was  aesigned  to  tlie  Department,  of  the  I'otoinac  liy  Special  Orders,  ^o. 
144,  August  29,  1861,  from  UeadquarterN  of  tlio  Army,  wee  p.  462. 
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Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqks,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  30.  5  Washington,  September  4,  1861. 

******* 

12.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  for  duty  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
141,  of  August  24, 1861,  from  the  Headqu  arters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  brigade  at  present  commanded  by  Colonel 
Davies,  composed  of  the  following  regiments :  Sixteenth,  Twenty-sixth, 
Twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Fifth  Maine  Volunteers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[S=]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  31.  )  Washington,  September  4,  1861. 

******* 

12.  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell,  volunteer  service,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  j)ursuance  of  instructions  from  the  War 
Department,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter's  divis- 
ion, which  he  will  proceed  to  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

**»**#» 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  8.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  4, 1861 — G  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eosbcrans, 

Clarksburg,  Va. : 
Yours  of  1st  instant  received.  A  wounded  prisoner  taken  yesterday 
says  the  attack  on  both  sides  yesterday  was  a  preconcerted  and  serious 
efl'ort,  but  there  is  little  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  such  attacks. 
They  annoy  and  weary  the  men  without  being  serious.  On  New  Kiver 
road  we  shall  take  the  aggressive  to- day.  On  the  side  of  the  Fayette 
road  there  is  no  good  opportunity  for  posting  a  small  body  where  the 
skirmishers  of  the  enemy  cannot  surround  them  on  the  mountains,  and 
we  shall  have  to  keep  closer  in  till  we  can  spare  a  sufflcient  body  to 
attack  their  whole  force.  Two  regiments  starting  below,  about  ten 
miles,  could  pass  beyond  Fayette  and  take  that  force  in  rear,  driving  it 
this  way  and  clearing  it  out.  The  enemy  lost  a  cavalry  captain  and 
five  men  killed  on  the  Fayette  road  and  five  killed  on  the  New  River 
road.  We  had  no  one  killed ;  one  man  supposed  to  be  was  only  slightly 
hurt  and  got  back  from  the  picket  he  was  at. 

J.  D.  COX, 
J'ngadier-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Oedees,  \  Hdqes.  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

^o.  34.  )  Washington,  September  5,  1861. 

**'►*■**, 
2.  Brig.  Gen.  George  (i.  Meade,  having  reported  to  these  headquar- 
ters in  pursuance  of  mstructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  is  assigned 
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to  duty  with  McOall's  division,  whicli  he  will  proceed  to  join  with  as 
little  delay  as  practicable. 

******* 
By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Ansistmit  Adjutant- General. 

[5.1 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Occttpation, 

>  Western  Virginia, 

^o.  19.  )  hiutton,  /September  5,  1861. 

I.  The  force  now  here  and  on  its  way  will  be  formed  into  temporary 
brigades  as  follows,  viz :  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  11.  W.  Benham  com- 
manding, to  consist  of  Tenth,  Thirteenth,  and  Twelfth  liegiments  Ohio 
Volnnteers,  West's  and  Gilmore's  cavalry  and  McMuUin's  battery; 
Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  L.  McOook  commanding,  to  consist  of  the 
Ninth,  Twenty-eighth,  and  Forty-seventh  liegiments  Ohio  Volunteers 
and  Schanibeck's  cavalry;  Third  Brigade,  Col.  E.  P.  Scaramon  com- 
manding, to  consist  of  the  Twenty-third  and  Thirtieth  liegiments  Ohio 
Volunteers  and  Mack's  battery.  Brigade  commanders  will  immedi- 
ately organize  their  brigades  and  select  and  announce  their  staff. 
Each  will  send  as  soon  as  possible  a  consolidated  report  of  his  com- 
mand to  these  headquarters. 

II.  Stewart's  cavalry  will  be  attached  to  headquarters,  and  move 
with  it  under  the  direction  of  the  general  commanding.  He  will  fur- 
nish four  mounted  orderlies,  including  a  non-commissioned  officer  for 
headquarters. 

III.  Brigadier-General  Benham  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
post. 

f  *****  ». 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  llosecrans: 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.] 


No.  9.J  Gaitley  Bridge,  September  5, 1861. 

General  W.  S,  Eosecrans: 

The  appearance  of  a  numerous  band  on  the  soutli  side  of  the  river 
has  necessarily  turned  the  attention  of  onr  available  force  that  way, 
and  kept  more  of  it  below  on  the  river  than  I  can  easily  spare.  Half 
the  First  Kentucky,  two  companies  of  Twenty-sixth,  two  of  Virginia 
Fourth,  and  part  of  the  Seventh  are  at  different  points  from  Charleston 
up,  and  guarding  boats  and  trains.  Tlio  remainder  of  the  force  here  is 
constantly  and  hard  worked,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  get  a  detach- 
ment of  any  size  far  beyond  the  advance  posts.  The  labor  is  telling  on 
the  health  of  the  command.  The  Fayette  side  is  filled  with  guerrillas, 
who  will  not  stay  to  be  attacked  in  bodies,  but  swarm  around  pickets 
and  small  posts  wherever  placed.  On  the  New  Eiver  road  the  attacks 
are  frequent,  and  keep  a  regiment  busy  there,  but  the  rebels  have  uni- 
formly been  repulsed  and  chased  back.  Toward  Summersville  all  has 
been  quiet  for  a  few  days.  A  half  regiment  is  in  advance  there.  Sun- 
dry scouting  parties  in  all  directions  from  mouth  of  Twenty-Mile  Creek. 
The  reports  brought  in  are  still  conflicting,  and  the  only  way  I  can 
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solve  them  is  to  suppose  that  there  is  a  considerable  hostile  force  in 
that  vicinity,  but  not  at  Cross-Lanes  exactly.  They  keep  outposts  of 
cavalry  pretty  strong.     lu  other  respects  my  last  reports  are  confirmed. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  Gctveral,  Commanding. 


G-AULEY  Bridge,  Sexitemher  5, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eoseceans, 

Glarlcsbiorg,  Va. : 

My  dispatches  have  been  regularly  numbered  since  1st  instant. 
This  is  No.  10.  I  am  drawing  in  my  outposts  a  little,  so  as  to  be  more 
compact  and  try  to  get  some  mo\'able  force  to  co-operate  with  you. 
The  enemy  has  kept  aloof  for  twenty-four  hours.  I  have  scouting  par- 
ties out  in  every  direction.  Your  No.  27  reached  me  at  t)  o'clock  this 
morning.  All  its  directions  are  attended  to.  At  Boone  the  rebel  force 
is  reported  to  me  as  having  450.  It  was  attacked  by  two  companies  of 
our  First  Kentucky  and  a  comjiany  of  home  guards.  The  latter  set 
fire  to  some  houses  because  the  enemy  retreated  into  them  and  used 
them  as  fortifications.  I  have  severely  reprobated  every  such  act,  and 
nothing  but  extreme  necessity  can  sanction  it.  The  enemy's  loss  is 
now  known  to  be  over  50;  ours  only  6  wounded.  The  home  guards 
fought  determinedly.  Further  examination  confirms  my  former  report 
of  the  forces  about  me. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1,  Commanding. 

[5.] 


Special  Oedbes,  \  HEAByuAETERs  of  the  Aemy, 

No.  147.  )  Washington,  September  6,  1861. 

I.  The  following  brigadier-generals  of  the  volunteer  service  will 
report  to  Ma,jor-General  McClellau  for  duty  in  the  Department  of  the 
Potomac:  Brigadier-Generals  Abercrouibie,  S.  Casey,  Meade,  L.  P. 
Graham,  F.  W.  Lander,  Sedgwick,  C.  J.  Biddle,  Duryea. 

II.  Instead  of  reporting  for  duty  in  tlie  Department  of  the  l^tomac, 
Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds  will  repair  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  without 
delay,  and  report  to  Major-General  Wool  for  assignment  to  the  com- 
mand at  Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C. 

III.  Brigadier-General  Yiele  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  W. 
Sherman,  in  New  York,  for  duty  with  his  expedition. 

IV.  Capt.  J.  M.  Norvell,  assistant  adjutant-general,  volunteer  serv- 
ice, is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brigadier-General  liichardsou. 

*  -^  *  *  #  --It  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-Geueral  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Gbneeal  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Aemy  op  the  Potomac 

^0.  7.  S  Washington,  /September  6,  ^861. 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  and  requests  that  in  future 
there  may  be  a  more  perfect  respect  for  the  Sabbath  on  the  part  of  Ms 
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command.  We  are  fighting  in  a  holy  cause,  and  should  endeavor  to 
deserve  the  benign  favor  of  the  Creator.  Unless  in  the  case  of  an 
attack  by  the  enemy,  or  some  other  extreme  military  necessity,  it  is 
commended  to  commanding  officers  that  all  work  shall  be  suspended  on 
the  Sabbath;  that  no  uuuecessary  raovemeuts  shall  be  made  on  that 
day ;  that  the  men  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  permitted  to  rest  from 
their  labors ;  that  they  shall  attend  divine  service  after  the  customary 
Sunday  morning  inspection,  and  that  of&cers  and  men  shall  alike  use 
their  influence  to  insure  the  utmost  decorum  and  quiet  on  that  day. 
The  general  commanding  regards  this  as  no  idle  form ;  one  day's  rest 
in  seven  is  necessary  to  men  and  animals.  More  than  this,  the  observ- 
ance of  the  holy  day  of  the  God  of  Mercy  and  of  Battles  is  our  sacred' 
duty. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
[5.]  Major-General,  Commanding. 


No.  11.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  6,  1861 — 6  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Clarksburg,  Va.: 
No  new  information  since  yesterday.  Our  train  is  out.  Dispersed 
a  small  party  of  rebels  near  (Jannelton  on  this  side  the  river  yesterday, 
and  I  have  a  party  out  scouring  the  country.  It  is  supposed  they  got 
across  the  river  by  a  canoe,  as  all  the  boats  which  have  been  found 
have  been  brought  together  under  our  own  guard.  Several  scouting 
parties  out  with  special  instructions  in  regard  to  Floyd  are  expected 
in  this  morning.  It  is  hardly  safe  to  send  any  important  dispatch  by 
messenger  down  the  river  after  dark. 

J.  D.  GOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[5.]  

No.  12.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  5  [0],  1861. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Weston,  Va.: 
The  scouts  I  have  expected  this  morning  have  not  come  in  yet.    No 
news  here.    Your  last  received  was  dated  3d. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5-]  

Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  148.  I  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 

I.  Capt.  W.  D.  Wilkins,  assistant  adjutant-general,  volunteer  serv- 
ice, will  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  A,  S.  Williams,  at  Detroit. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  is  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Department 
of  the  Potomac. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchel  has  been  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio. 

IV.  Captain  Murray,  assistant  adjutant- general,  volunteer  service, 
will  report  in  person  for  duty  to  Brigadier-General  Keyes. 

Bv  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

^  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

[5  1  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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No.13.  ]  Gauley  BKiDaE,  September  7,  1801 — 6  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Weston : 
Yours  of  3d  is  still  the  last  received.     The  scouts  up  Gauley  Eiver  have 
not  reported  yet.    The  enemy  up  In  ew  lliver  and  near  Fayette  remain 
in  same  positions.    Captain  Loomis,  quartermaster,  has  reported  here. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


No.  14.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  7,  1861 — 7.30  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Eoseceans, 

Sutton,  Va.: 
Your  No.  28  just  received.  Have  drawn  in  my  advance  in  front 
with  a  view  to  get  Wise  as  far  this  way  as  possible,  and  will  try  to 
provoke  him  to  come  this  side  of  Hawk's  Nest  with  his  force.  I  think 
he  is  at  mouth  of  Sunday  road,  unless  he  has  backed  out  since  yester- 
day. I  am  annoyed  that  my  Gauley  scouts  do  not  get  in.  I  think  1 
should  hear  from  some  of  them  unless  they  have  gone  all  the  way  to 
Cross-Lanes  or  Summersville. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


No.  15.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  7,  1861. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecuans: 

No  important  change  since  morning.    Rumors  of  rebels  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river  below  make  us  look  after  our  train  closely. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
[5.] 


No.  16.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  7,  1861. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans: 
Everything  remains  as  it  was.    No  news  as  yet. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


\o.\ 


No.  17.1  Gauley  Bridge,  September  8,  1861 — 6'  a.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans: 

Nothing  from  you  since  your  No.  28.  Wise  is  now  encamped  about 
two  miles  above  Hawk's  Nest;  has  three  pieces  of  cannon.  His  forces 
occupy  about  300  tents,  all  except  ofticers'  being  tlie  common  tent 
Some  may  be  in  houses,  but  probably  not  many.  This  would  make  his 
force  not  more  than  2,500,  1  think,  and  Mill  agree  with  the  story  of 
wounded  prisoners.  We  have  credible  information  that  they  made  the 
attack  of  the  3d  on  the  New  River  side  with  two  regiments  infantry 
and  one  of  cavalry.  Three  regimental  colors  are  Hying  in  their  camp. 
These  facts  corroborate  the  prisoners'  story  that  their  attack  was 
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intended  to  be  in  force.  The  scouts  report  no  force  to  be  found  west  of 
Gauley  and  this  side  of  Peters  Creek  for  ten  miles  up  the  streams. 
Those  sent  to  examine  Cross-Lanes  do  not  report  yet.  Nothing  new 
south  of  the  river. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
1 5.]  

Septembek  8,  1861. 
General  Cox, 

Gauley : 
We  shall  bivouac  at  Big  Birch  to-night.  To-morrow  we  shall  move 
on  toward  Summersville,  endeavoring  to  conceal  our  movements  to  the 
latest  period.  We  have  rumors  that  there  are  1,100  men  at  Summers- 
ville and  4,000  nine  miles  below  Summersville.  Could  you  manage  to 
draw  their  forces  down  toward  you  Monday? 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS. 

[5.1  

No.  18.]  Heabquaeters, 

Gauley  Bridge,  September  8, 1861. 
Genei-al  W.  S.  Eosecrans: 

Yours  of  7th  is  just  received.  They  are  drawing  in  pretty  close  in 
front,  but  I  will  try  to-morrow  to  do  as  you  suggest.    No  special  news. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-General.  Commanding. 

[5-]  

Special  Ordees,  )  Headquaetees  of  the  Aemy, 

No.  149.  )  Washington,  September  9, 1861. 

I.  Capt.  F.  T.  Locke,  assistant  adjutant- general,  volunteer  service,  is 
assigned  to  duty  with  Brig.  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter,  Department  of  the 
Potomac. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Peck,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Major-General 
McClellan. 

Bv  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.1 


Special  Ordees,  )  Hdqrs.  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

jfo.  45.  )  Wasldngton,  September  9, 1861. 

1.  Brig.  Gen,  L.  P.  Graham,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  147,  of  Sep- 
tember 6, 1861,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  a  brigade,  to  consist  of  the  following-named  regiments: 
Twenty-third  and  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  First  Long 
Island  Volunteers,  First  New  York  Chasseurs. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  147,  of  Sep- 
tember 6,  1861,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to  the 
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command  of  a  brigade,  to  consist  of  the  following-named  regiments: 
Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Berdan  Sharp- 
shooters. 

#*♦**#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  46.  J  Washington,  September  9, 1861. 

#  ,  *  t  *  #  * 

9.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  of  the  volunteer  service,  U.  S.  Army, 
is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  camp  of  instruction  at  Cambridge, 
Md.,  and  the  adjacent  section  of  country.  He  will  at  once  proceed  to 
Cambridge  and  enter  upon  duty  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

No.  20.]  Gatjlet  Bridge,  September  9,  1861—2  p.  m. 

General  W.  S.  Kosecran«  : 

All  quiet  here.  No  movements  of  the  enemy  visible  as  yet.  Can- 
nonading was  heard  yesterday  p.  m.  We  are  waiting  with  great 
anxiety  to  hear  from  you. 

J.  D.  COX, 

[5.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


No,  21.]  Gaulet  Bridge,  September  9, 1861 — 5  p.  m. 

General  W.  S.  ROSECRANS : 

Has  the  order  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  a  light  boat  to  run  up  the 
Kanawha?  We  shall  now  feel  greatly  the  need  of  it.  No  movement 
near  liere. 

J.  D.  COX, 

[5.J  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


No.  22.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  10,  1861. 

General  W.  S.  E.OSECRANS: 
All  quiet  about  me  here.     I  hear  nothing  from  you  since  yours  of  7th 

J.  I).  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

No.  23.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  10, 1861. 

General  W.  S.  Rosecrans  : 

The  detachment  sent  forward  had  a  skirmish  near  Peters  Creek 
Three  of  the  enemy  were  killed— 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  and  ]  ser- 
geant. Lieutenant  Miller,  Twelfth  Regiment,  on  our  side,  was  wounded 
The  enemy  is  reported  to  be  fortifying  both  sides  of  Gauley  near  moutli 
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of  Meado-w^  River.     Scattering  shots  are  fired  at  messengers  and  trains 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Kanawha,  but  no  harm  done  as  yet. 

J.  D.  COX, 
[•^•]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  11,  18U1. 
Col.  W.  H.  YOX-TNG,  '  :      .f  ; 

Commanding  Kentucky  Cavalry: 
Colonel:  Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  having  put  the  first 
regiment  of  cavalry  in  the  field.  You  have,  by  great  perseverance  and 
energy,  succeeded  in  spite  of  the  many  difiBculties  you  have  had  to  con- 
tend with  iu  organizing  twelve  fine  companies,  all  of  which  are  now 
actively  engaged  on  duty  with  the  various  brigades  which  constitute 
this  army.  I  trust  the  Government  will  duly  appreciate  the  result  of 
your  labors. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  STONEMAN, 
[5. J  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 


No.  23.]  Gatjlet  Bridge,  September  n,  1861. 

General  "W.  S.  Eoseceans  : 

I  have  had  half  a  regiment  up  to  Painter  Mountain  beyond  Peters 
Creek,  Monday  and  yesterday.  Last  night  they  returned.  The  enemy 
has  drawn  in  his  pickets  and  appears  to  be  fortifying  Gauley  Cliffs 
near  Camifix  Ferry,  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  also.  Major 
Hines,  who  was  iu  command  of  ours,  rode  with  a  small  number  of  cav- 
alry into  Cross-Lanes.  No  hostile  force  was  there.  I  had  hoped  to  make 
some  connection  with  you  west  of  them.  Will  try  it  again  to-day. 
Shall  keep  ready  to  act  promptly  in  co-operation  with  you,  but  there 
are  twenty-seven  miles  of  very  hard  road  between  me  and  Cross-Lanes. 
Tours  of  Sih  (not  numbered)  came  last  night. 

J.  D.  COX, 

[5.]  Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


No.  24.]  Gauley  Bridge,  September  11, 1861. 

General  W.  S.  Eosecrans  : 

No  change  here.  If  the  enemy  keep  in  close  to  the  ferry,  we  will  be 
able  to  communicate  by  the  roads  west  of  them.  I  have  instructed  a 
party  to-day  to  try  and  make  the  connection. 

J.  D.  COX, 

[5.]  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  (  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

No.  151.  \  Washington,  September  12,  1861. 

I.  Brigadier-Generals  Buell  and  John  F.  Eeynolds  are,  by  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Potomac, 
ind  will  report  in  person  to  Major-General  McClellaD. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

[5.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Okdees,  }  IIdqks.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  51.  (  Washiiu/torij  September  J5,  18GJ. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

3.  Brigadier-General  Lander  with  liis  brigade — composed  of  the  Nine- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Keginients  of  Ma.ssachnsetts  Volunteers,  the 
Seventh  Eeginient  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  the  company  of  Massachu- 
setts sharpshooters,  and  a  battery  of  volunteer  light  artillery — will 
march  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  to  the  camp  of  the  Corps  of 
Observation  at  Poolesville  and  report  to  General  Stone  for  duty.  The 
various  staff  departments  will  comply  promptly  with  General  Lander's 
requisitions  for  supplies  and  means  of  transportation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assintant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


HEADQUAKTBR8    KANAWHA  BRIGADE, 

Uauley  Bridge,  September  12,  1861, 
General  W.  S.  Roseceans, 

Crons-Lanes  : 

Sir  :  Two  of  your  dragoons  reached  our  outpost  this  morning  about 
daybreak,  and  have  just  reported  to  me  that  they,  with  others,  were 
fired  upon  by  a  party  of  my  men  who  were  encamping  about  fifteen 
miles  from  here.  Fo  one  was  hurt,  and  the  whole  might  have  come 
through.  The  sergeant  with  the  dispatches  went  back,  and  from  the 
two  now  here  I  can  glean  but  little,  except  that  you  have  driven  the 
enemy  over  the  river.  I  had  ordered  a  party  of  one  company  of  infantry 
and  thirty  cavalry  forwaid  from  the  advance  post  yesterday* to  push 
through  to  you  if  possible,  but  the  cavalry  mistook  their  order  and 
staid  behind.  Otherwise  you  would  have  had  messengers  from  me 
yesterday.  No  distinct  firing  has  been  heard  by  us  or  our  advance 
parties.  Since  being  deceived  in  so  clear  a  day  as  Sunday  was,  they 
have  not  been  so  quick  to  hear  it.  1  am  preparing  to-day  to  push  for- 
ward at  Wise,  and  if  I  see  a  fair  chance  I  will  either  get  between  him 
and  Floyd  or  drive  him  beyond  the  Sunday  road.  I  would  give  my  left 
hand  for  another  f>ood  regiment  to-day. 
In  haste,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  D.  OOX, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  j3.  )  Wanhinf/ton,  September  13,  1861. 

«  •  *  #  *  *  * 

10.  The  following-named  regiments  will  constitute  a  brigade,  to  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peck,  volunteer  service:  Sixth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Anderson 
Zouaves,  Fifty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers.  The  brigade  will  be 
encamped  for  the  present  near  Meridian  Hill,  in  such  position  as  may 
be  indicated  from  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant-Oencral. 
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OmoTJLAE.]  Headquaeters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  Seiytemher  13, 1861. 
Commanders  of  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments  are  directed  to 
give  their  personal  attention  to  preparing  tlieir  commands  to  take  the 
field.    All  unnecessary  baggage  will  be  disposed  of.    Transportation 
will  not  be  furnished  for  unauthorized  articles. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Note. — In  the  event  of  a  movement  the  allowance  of  baggage  for 
officers  established  by  paragraph  1097,  Army  Eegulations  (edition  of 
18G1),  must  in  no  case  be  exceeded.  It  is  probable  the  necessities  of 
the  service  may  require  a  reduction  of  that  allowance. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

Gauley  Bridge,  September  13, 1861. 
General  W,  S.  Eosecrans, 

Gross-Lanes  : 
General:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  reached  me  an  hour  ago.  I 
had  already  started  a  column  of  two  regiments  forward  to  follow  up 
Wise,  who  last  evening  moved  from  his  camp  near  Hawk's  Nest.  I 
shall  join  the  column  myself  as  soon  as  I  get  this  dispatch  started. 
1  suppose  Wise  has  retired  to  the  mouth  of  Sunday  road  to  cover  the 
retreat  and  unite  with  Floyd's  column.  I  think  it  probable  that  a  par- 
tial union  of  their  forces  has  already  been  made  there.  I  will  watch 
the  opportunity  and  strike  if  I  get  a  chance.  I  will  also  look  after  the 
Saturday  and  Friday  roads  (so  called),  which  leave  the  Sunday  road 
about  five  miles  from  the  turnpike  and  come  out  about  five  miles  this 
side  of  the  terminus  of  the  Sunday  road. 
In  haste,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  58.  )  Washington,  September  11,  1861. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell,  volunteer  service,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  151,  of 
the  12th  instant,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to 
the  command  of  a  division,  to  consist  of  the  brigades  of  Couch  and 
Graham,  as  follows:  Couch's  brigade— Second  Khode  Island  Volun- 
teers, Seventh  and  Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Thirty-sixth  New 
York  Volunteers.  Graham's  brigade— Twenty-third  and  Thirty-first 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  First  Long  Island  Volunteers,  First  New 
York  Chasseurs. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 
'  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 


480  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXin. 

Special  Okdees,  )  Hdqks.  Depabtment  of  Virginia, 

jSTo.  41.  )  Fort  Monroe,  September  1-1,  1861. 

w  *****  * 

IV.  Brigadier-General  Eeynolds  -will  repair  to  Washington  via  Balti- 
more by  the  steamer  S.  E.  Spaulding.  She  will  take  four  companies  of 
artillery  for  Washington.  On  your  arrival  at  Baltimore  you  will  report 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  to  General  Dix,  and  if  necessary  send  the 
troops  to  Washington  by  a  special  train.  On  your  arrival  at  Washing- 
ton you  will  report  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

»  #  #  *  #  #  • 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Wool : 

C.  0.  CHURCHILL, 
Ccqn.,  Third  Artillery,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[4-1  

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  152.  )  Washington,  September  16,  1861. 

I.  Brigadier-Generals  Gorman  and  Jameson,  volunteer  service,  are 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

General  Orders,  )     Hdqes.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  13.  I  Washington,  September  16, 1861. 

I.  All  persons  not  connected  with  the  outpost  and  picket  guards, 
except  general  officers,  commanders  of  brigades,  and  officers  of  their 
stafls,  are  prohibited  from  passing  beyond  the  main  guards  on  the  Vir- 
ginia side  of  the  Potomac.  Commanders  Avill  define  the  lines  and 
instruct  their  guards  accordinglj-. 

II.  The  practice,  which  has  to  some  extent  prevailed,  of  firing  upon 
the  enemy's  pickets  is  contrary  to  the  usages  of  civilized  warfare  aid 
does  not  contribute  to  any  good  result,  it  is  thei  efore  directed  that, 
in  future,  the  picket  and  outpost  guards  are  not  to  lire  upon  the  enemy's 
pickets,  unless  it  becomes  necessary  to  resist  their  advance  or  to  return 
a  fire  commenced  by  them.  All  commanding  officers  and  guards  are 
required  to  enforce  this  order,  and  to  arrest  every  i)erson  violating  it. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  60.  )      ■  Washington,  September  16,  1861. 

******* 

17.  Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Eeynolds,  volunteer  service,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  151,  of 
September  12, 1801,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to 
duty  with  McCall's  division,  which  he  will  proceed  to  join  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

Sunday  Boad,  September  16,  1861. 
General  W.  B.  Eoseceans,  Camp  Scott: 

Geni-^eal:  I  have  McCook's  brigade  three  miles  in  advance,  and  an 
advance  guard  of  three  companies  under  Ma,ior  Hines  three  miles  in 
advance  of  him.  No  enemy  within  sight.  We  are  getting  arrange- 
ments made  to-day  for  the  permanent  forward  movement — getting  up 
train  from  Gauley,  &c.  McOook  is  very  desirous  that  his  baggage  may 
come  forward  at  once.  Will  you  please  order  your  quartermaster  to 
send  to  Gauley  a  large  train  of  transportation  wagons  at  once,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  delay  in  perfecting  the  arrangements  of  trains  to  sup- 
ply this  line  direct.  I  have  ordered  the  commissary  and  quartermaster 
at  Gauley  Bridge  to  do  everything  they  can  to  facilitate  business,  so 
that  the  increased  work  along  the  line  may  cause  no  confusion. 
In  haste,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
[5.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Oedbes,  )      Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

No.  18.  5  Sunday  Road,  September  16, 1861. 

The  troops  will  move  from  camp,  Sunday  road,  at  2.30  p.  m.  this  day, 
16th  of  September,  1861,  for  Spy  Eock.    The  Eleventh  and  Twenty-sixth 
Eegiments,  cavalry,  and  artillery  will  occupy  the  field  on  the  right  of 
the  road  beyond  Alderson's.   Headquarters  will  be  at  Alderson's  house. 
By  order : 

J.  W.  CONINE, 
[5.]  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  153.  I  Washington,  September  17,  1861. 

Vf.  Brig.  Gen.  A,  S.  Williams,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  after  completing 
the  duties  on  which  he  is  now  employed  in  Michigan,  will  repair  to 
Washington  and  report  for  duty  to  the  commanding  general  Depart- 
ment of  the  Potomac. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Scott: 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

Camp  Lookout,  September  17, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans,  Camp  Scott: 

General:  We  have  made  no  forward  movement  to-day,  McCook 
being  in  expectation  of  his  train.  Most  of  mine  has  arrived.  My 
advance  guard  is  at  the  foot  of  Sewell  Mountain,  and  I  expect  it  to 
report  a  reconnaissance  to  the  summit.  A  scouting  party  of  the  enemy 
was  on  Sewell  last  night.    Have  heard  of  none  nearer. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  your  orders  of  yesterday  are  received, 
and  will  be  carefully  followed.* 

[5.]  J.  D.  C. 

'See  Vol.  V,  p.  602. 
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Headquarters  Kanawha  Beigadb, 

Gamp  Lookout,  September  18,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Roseceans, 

Camp  Scott: 
Geneeax,:  1  do  not  tliiiik  I  cau  find  a  better  camping  place  than  this 
on  this  side  of  Big  Sewell.  There  is  a  tolerably  good  position  at  Locust 
Lane,  four  miles  in  advance,  and  I  may  have  Colonel  McCook  take  his 
brigade  there  when  his  baggage  arrives.  In  either  of  these  places  we 
can  take  care  of  ourselves  and  hold  in  check  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy. 
Major  Hines  is  with  five  companies  at  Big  Sewell,  and  will  keep  us 
well  informed  of  all  movements  in  front.  The  more  I  hear  of  them  the 
more  thorougiily  I  am  satisfied  that  Floyd's  and  Wise's  army  is  very 
badly  demoralized,  and  tlie  militia  force  which  was  near  Fayette  is 
almost  broken  u])  by  desertions  and  the  disbanding  of  whole  compa- 
nies. I  ha^'e  written  Colonel  Tyler,  ordering  tlie  boat  bridge  at  Gauley 
immediately  completed,  and  relays  of  horses  for  messengers  to  be  placed 
on  this  end  of  the  road  as  well  as  the  other. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  1).  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

No.  154.  )  Washington,  September  1'.),  J8G1. 

III.  The  following  assignment  is  made  of  assistant  adjutants- general 
of  the  volunteer  service  to  brigades  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac:  Capt. 
Henry  W.  Smith  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Casey;  Capt.  Edward 
C.  Baird  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Meade;  Capt.  Frederic  D, 
Sewall  to  report  to  Brigadier- General  Howard ;  Capt.  E.  Sparrow  Purdy 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Franklin;  Capt.  Charles  Kingsbury  to 
report  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Reynolds;  Capt.  Gustavus  Urban  to  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Graham;  Capt.  John  Hillhouse  to  report  to  Brig- 
adier General  Martindale. 

IV.  Capt.  Hiram  Stevens,  assistant  adjutant-general,  volunteer  serv- 
ice, is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brigadier-General  Phelps,  Department 
of  Virginia.  He  will  report  in  person  at  the  department  headquarters, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  for  further  orders : 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  U.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Admtant-  General. 
[4  and  5.] 


Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

Gatnp  Lookout,  September  19,  1861. 
[General  W.  S.  Rosecrans:] 

General  :  An  escaped  prisoner  who  returned  to  the  Ninth  Regiment 
Ohio  Volunteers  yesterday  reports  that  he  was  taken  within  three 
miles  of  Lewisburg.  That  the  retreating  army  of  Floyd  and  Wise 
overtook  another  retreating  force  coming  in  by  a  different  road  but 
whether  part  of  the  same  army  or  an  entirely  different  one  he  could 
not  say.  The  place  of  meeting  was  quite  near  Lewisburg  '  He  also 
reports  the  enemy  fortifying  at Mills,  four  miles  this  side  of 
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Lewisburg.  Our  advance  guard  finds  uotliiug  on  this  side  of  Sewell, 
but  heard  a  report  of  some  force  not  far  from  the  summit.  This  report 
tliey  will  test  tbis  morning. 

Tlie  great  embarrassment  at  Gauley  Bridge  is  now  the  lack  of  wagons 
and  teams.  There  is  no  forage  to  be  got  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  quar- 
termaster needs  double  the  number  of  teams  he  now  has  to  enable  him 
to  bring  forward  forage  and  commissary  stores.  I  have  ordered  such 
supplies  to  be  got  up  to  Gauley  that  you  will  not  be  embarrassed  when 
once  started  on  this  road,  but  the  lack  of  transportation  is  keeping 
Captains  Loomis  and  Gibbs  from  doing  as  much  as  they  might.  I 
have  sent  back  all  my  baggage  wagons  and  ammunition  wagons  to  help 
forward  our  other  stores,  and  will  have  to  await  their  return  before 
morning.  I  notice  that  Captain  Chandler,  quartermaster,  in  his  letter 
to  Captain  Loomis,  seems  to  assume  that  a  light  boat  could  bring  stores 
all  the  way  to  Gauley  Bridge.  This  is  a  mistake.  During  low  water 
it  requires  a  light  boat  to  get  as  far  as  Witcher's  Creek  or  Cannelton 
at  farthest.  He  will  have  to  reckon  upon  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  wagon- 
ing below  Gauley  in  order  to  be  safe. 

1  am  intending  to  make  this  morning  a  personal  reconnaissance  of  a 
position  six  miles  in  advance  near  the  foot  of  Sewell,  which  Major 
Hinea  reports  tome  as  fit  for  encamping  a  considerable  force,  and  easily 
defended  toward  the  east.  If  I  find  it  what  1  want  I  will  occupy  it 
to-morrow,  and  there  will  then  be  a  good  camping  ground  here  for  your 
other  brigades  at  the  end  of  the  first  day's  march  from  your  present  camp. 
I  yesterday  received  the  melancholy  news  of  the  death  of  my  youugest 
child  at  home. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5-J  

September  19,  1861. 
Brigs  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Camp  Lookout: 
Your  messenger  and  dispatches  came  duly.  We  have  nothing  ot 
importance  to-day.  Col.  W.  S.  Smith,  with  600  men,  went  up  to 
Hughes'  Ferry,  on  your  side  of  the  river,  to  catch  the  bushwhacking 
cavalry  and  scouts.  Has  not  returned.  Reynolds,  getting  re  enforce- 
ments, says  he  will  pay  his  respects  to  Lee  soon.  Our  troops  will 
begin  to  move  over  to-morrow.  Accept  my  condolence  with  you  in 
your  bereavement.     Keep  detail  of  mounted  men  at  telegraph  office 


until  it  reaches  you. 

[5.] 


W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  155.  i  Wasliington,  September  20,  1861. 


* 


III.  Capt.  Charles  W.  Foster,  assistant  adjutant-general,  volunteer 
service,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brig.  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright,  to  whom  he 
will  report  in  person  in  Washington. 


* 


By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
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Camp  Lookout,  September  20, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  Roseceans, 

Gamp  Scott : 
General:  Everytliiug  is  quiet  both  here  and  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
advance  guard.  Our  men  at  the  former  ferry  near  Hamilton's  were 
fired  on  last  night.  I  had  only  two  cavalrymen  there,  watching  the 
other  side,  from  which  the  shots  came.  1  have  sent  a  company  of 
infantry  there  to-day  to  examine  the  matter.  There  was  a  rumor 
of  some  little  force  on  the  other  side.  It  is  probably  some  small  body 
retreating  from  below  and  trying  the  ferry  to  find  a  mode  of  commu- 
nication with  Floyd  and  Wise.  I  should  like  to  start  a  regiment 
acquainted  with  the  country  at  mouth  of  Paint  Creek,  and  let  them 
sweep  the  whole  territory  to  Ealeigh  CourtHouse  and  Fayette,  meeting 
us  at  Lewisburg  or  some  other  point  in  advance.  I  suspect  a  secret 
trade  in  salt  and  beef-cattle  with  the  enemy  in  the  counties  between 
the  Kanawha  and  Wytheville. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
[5,] 


Camp  Lookotjt,  September  20,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Roseorans: 

Major  Hines  is  at  top  of  Sewell.  The  enemy  had  made  some  fortifi- 
cations there,  but  left  only  yesterday.  McCook's  brigade  will  go  for- 
ward six  miles  in  the  morning,  so  as  better  to  support  nines,  who 
thinks  their  rear  guard  still  within  reach.  The  position  on  top  of 
Sewell  is  a  strong  one,  and  I  wish  to  occupy  it  at  once  with  the  advance 
guard  at  least,  and  move  up  myself  as  soon  as  the  transportation  will 
permit,  lest  the  enemy  should  be  encouraged  to  return.  I  have  sent 
Captain  Lane's  company  to  Gauley,  as  per  order.  The  Thirty-fourth 
Ohio,  Colonel  Piatt,  is  at  Camp  Euyart,  Witcher's  Creek,  waiting  for 
transportation.  I  propose  to  order  the  First  Kentucky  to  scour  the 
country  south  of  the  river  while  the  Thirty-fourth  is  waiting  for  the 
wagons. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


September  20, 18G1. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Gamp  Loolcout : 
Major  Hines'  report  makes  me  think  a  report  we  started  yesterday 
worked  well.  It  was  stated  that  we  intended  to  cross  Hughes'  Ferry 
if  Gauley  ran  blood.  Three  companies  of  the  Twelfth  and  600  men  of 
the  Thirteenth  did  cross  over  and  go  up  that  road  nine  miles.  The  birds 
liad  all  flown,  but  the  effects  of  the  scout  have  been  salutary.  As  to 
your  advance  under  my  former  instructions  as  to  care  about  position, 
you  are  authorized  to  do  so.  Let  the  advanced  guard  on  Sewell  examine 
and  choose  a  strongly  defensible  position,  and  allow  no  passings  what- 
ever. 

W.  S,  EOSECRANS. 

[5.] 
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_  .  September  22, 1S61. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  ' 

Camp  Lookout: 

It  will  be  two  days  before  clothing  is  issued ;  it  would  be  better  for 
us  to  wait  for  that.  What  sort  of  position  does  top  of  Sewell  offer  for 
famping  and  keeping  teams?  You  must  divide  your  wagons  into  regi- 
mental and  supply  trains.  Only  two  wagons  allowed  to  a  company, 
and  five  to  staff'  of  regiment  to  carry  everything;  forty  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition and  three  days'  rations  to  be  carried  on  the  persons;  then  you 
will  have  trains  for  ammunition,  subsistence,  and  forage.  Eeport  what 
this  gives  you.  Where  will  your  forage  come  from  on  Big  Sewell? 
Answer. 

W.  S.  EOSECIIANS. 

[5.] 


Camp  Lookout,  September  22, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eoseceans,  U.  S.  Army, 

Gross-Lanes : 

Geneeal:  The  detachment  sent  out  this  morning  found  no  enemy. 
It  is  evident  that  three  separate  scouting  parties  were  deceived  by  a 
peculiar  circuitousness  of  the  roads  between  here  and  Townsend's 
l''erry,  and  coming  unexpectedly  upon  the  rear  of  Colonel  Poschner's 
half  regiment,  encamped,  and  took  it  for  the  enemy.  Gest,  the  wagon- 
master,  Lieutenant  Bontecou,  and  Major  Parry,  of  the  Second  German, 
were  all  separately  deceived  in  the  same  manner,  and  their  reports 
were  so  circumstantial  tliat  of  course  I  acted  upon  them  and  sent  the 
detachment,  notwithstanding  the  very  great  improbability  of  any  force 
venturing  in  between  us  and  the  river  or  getting  there  without  our 
knowledge.  I  have  had  a  thorough  examination  of  the  intermediate 
country.  From  top  of  Sewell  the  diverging  roads  can  be  easily  reached 
and  commanded.  I  have  a  tolerably  reliable  report  that  Floyd  is  at 
Meadow  Bluff'  and  Wise  at  Little  Sewell,  and  that  the  militia,  which 
did  not  desert  Chapman  and  Beckley  at  Fayette,  are  mostly  at  Blue 
Sulphur.  Some  force  of  cavalry  is  reported  at  Fayette  and  Ealeigh 
Court-Hovise,  but  not  mucli.  I  recalled  Major  Hines  to  Locust  Lane 
last  night,  so  that  he  could  in  no  event  be  cut  off"  from  us,  but  he  goes 
forward  to  Sewell  again  this  afternoon.  The  ferry-boat  at  Hamilton's, 
near  Hawk's  Nest,  is  *unk,  and  the  rebels  have  barricaded  the  road 
from  the  ferry  up  to  Fayette  very  thoroughly.  I  had  a  party  across 
examining  it  yesterday.  Townsend's  Ferry  is  only  a  canoe,  and  there 
is  nothing  but  a  difficult  footpath  from  it  to  the  roads.  The  only  other 
crossing  is  Bowyer's  Ferry,  nearly  opposite  Sewell.  If  it  does  not 
storm  to-morrow  I  propose  to  move  forward  to  top  of  Big  Sewell,  twelve 
miles,  unless  you  otherwise  order.    The  telegraph  does  not  work  yet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Tour  dispatch  of  this  morning  is  received,  and  I  will  govern 
my  motions  accordingly.  Excuse  the  form  of  this  dispatch,  as  my 
stationery  is  reduced  to  this. 

J.  D.  C. 

[5.] 
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Septembek  22,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Cmnp  Loolcout: 
It  seems  to  me  that  unless  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  far  from  the 
bottom  and  the  country  at  the  western  base  unfavorable  for  an  encamp- 
ment, it  is  a  question  whether  it  would  not  be  better  not  to  take  the 
entire  force  to  the  top  at  present.  But  this  is  only  a  suggestion,  and  I 
leave  you  to  weigh  the  advantages  and  decide.  Eeport  to  me  the  dis- 
tance from  the  foot  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  on  this  side  and  the 
nature  of  the  opposite  slope  for  a  defensive  encampment.  When  I  hear 
from  you  Captaiu  Darr  will  advise  you  of  the  movement  of  his  sixty 

wagons. 

W.  S.  KOSECPvANS. 

[5-]  

Genekai,  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

No.  20.  \  Gamp  Lookout,  September  22,  1861. 

The  troops  will  move  from  Camp  Lookout  to-morrow  morning,  the  23d 
of  September,  1861,  for  Big  Sewell.  The  general  will  be  beat  from  the 
headquarters  at  8  a.  m.,  when  every  tent  will  be  struck,  packed  in 
the  wagons,  and  all  fires  put  out.  At  9  a.  m.  the  march  will  be  beat 
in  the  infantry  and  the  advance  sounded  in  the  cavalry,  when  each 
regiment  will  take  its  place  in  column.  The  order  of  march  will  be  as 
the  different  regiments  are  encamped.  The  men  will  be  furnished  with 
cooked  rations  for  two  days.  Each  regiment  will  leave  a  sufficient 
guard  to  protect  the  remaining  stores  in  camp. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  commanding : 

J.  W.  CONINE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.] 


Camp  Sewell,  September  24,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans  : 

All  quiet  here  during  the  night.  We  have  a  good  camping  ground, 
except  that  we  are  necessarily  exposed  to  view  toward  the  i^i'ont  and 
can  be  seen  a  long  distance.  The  places  in  rear  have  not  this  disad- 
vantage, and  I  may  find  some  in  front  that  are  free  from  it.  I  have  so 
arranged  the  camp  as  to  hide  as  much  of  it  as  possible.  I  think  "Wise 
was  encannied  yesterday  about  two  miles  in  front  and  may  not  be  gone 
yet.    I  will  find  out  this  morning. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.]  

September  24,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox: 

Your  position  is  seven  miles  farther  in  advance  than  I  supposed. 
With  the  exception  of  occupying  an  advantageous  ])08ition,  it  is  mili- 
tarily not  so  good  as  one  nearer  here.  More  exposed,  farther  from  sup- 
port, longer  transportation,  a  military  declaration  of  our  intentions  to 
use  one  route.  Make  up  for  these,  if  possible,  and  provide  against 
everything. 

W.  S.  liOSECliANS. 

[5.J 
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Camp  Sewell,  September  24,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecuans  : 

I  myself  found  the  distance  from  Camp  Lookout  about  two  miles  far- 
ther than  I  expected  to  go,  but  at  Walker's,  two  miles  back,  the  posi- 
tion was  good  only  to  defend  against  a  force  coming  np  the  valley,  and 
to  come  on  was  a  necessity,  while  I  regarded  it  as  no  more  indication 
of  our  plans  than  to  occupy  any  portion  of  tlie  mountain  top.  The 
position  the  enemy  now  hold  is  quite  strong  in  front.  They  hold  a 
ridge  which  commands  the  road  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  have  a  bat- 
tery aj)parently  of  one  rified  4  pounder,  one  smooth  sixer,  and  a  moun- 
tain howitzer.  These  they  used  this  morning.  The  advanced  guard 
drove  them  back  from  their  first  position  where  the  howitzer  was 
placed  to  their  works  on  the  crest  of  Little  Sewell,  about  two  miles 
distant  from  this  point.  An  intermediate  ridge  on  each  side,  right 
and  left,  intervenes  between  us  and  them,  the  points  of  the  ridges  lap- 
ping by  each  other,  and  the  road  winds  around  and  between  them. 
The  intermediate  ridge  on  the  left  has  a  road  running  along  its  crest, 
which  is  said  to  be  barely  passable  for  wagons.  The  crest  they  are  on 
is  thickly  wooded,  ,and  I  am  not  yet  sure  whether  it  can  be  reached  so 
as  to  flank  them.  Kone  of  our  men  were  hurt,  but  the  enemy  carried 
a  number  from  the  field.  I  cannot  satisfactorily  estimate  their  force, 
but  give  credence  to  a  report  that  it  is  the  whole  which  formed  Wise's 
brigade. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5.] 


September  24,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Gamp  Sewell  : 
You  have  by  mistake  got  too  near  for  anything  but  fighting  unless 
the  country  between  you  is  very  forbidding.  Nevertheless  you  will 
take'every  precaution  not  to  be  drawn  into  a  fight.  Eemember  if  the 
[euemy]  have  made  a  stand,  they  must  have  been  re  enforced.  They 
will  at  least  teach  you  the  lesson  of  precaution  not  to  move  until  your 
front  has  been  thoroughly  examined.  Report  fully  to-night  on  the 
nature  of  the  country  on  your  front  and  flanks  and  all  the  by-roads  by 
which  the  enemy  coidd  surprise  you. 

W.  S.  EOSECKANS. 

[5.]  

[September  24, 1861.] 
General  W.  S.  Roseorans  : 

The  euemy  has  withdrawn  the  chief  part  of  his  force  this  evening 
from  his  position,  and  1  suspect  the  whole  will  be  gone  before  morning. 
Our  rifled  cannon  practice  was  good.  We  dismounted  their  howitzer 
and  killed  a  number  of  their  cannoneers.  They  were  seen  carrying 
others  from  the  field.  Had  we  not  come  to  this  point  they  no  doubt 
would  have  reoccupied  the  fortifications  at  Walker's,  and  it  might 
have  cost  many  lives  to  take  the  works.  We  came  here  in  the  nick  of 
time,  in  my  judgment,  and  are  in  no  danger  from  their  force.  I  sent 
you  this  p.  m.  some  description  of  the  country  in  front.  On  our  left  are 
long  continuous  ridges  separated  by  ravines.  About  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  front  of  our  right  is  a  bald  hill,  which  is  about  the  same  distance 
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from  and  opposite  to  their  left.  On  that  side  the  rest  of  the  country  is 
much  lower  than  our  position  or  theirs.  My  examination  of  their 
flanks  while  occapying  them  in  front  has  satisfied  me  that  they  are  not 
so  strong  as  we,  except  in  cannon;  that  they  were  surprised  by  our 
approach;  that  their  flanks  are  accessible,  and  that  we  can  whip  them, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  forciujj  a  retreat  have  probably  done  so  already. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[5.] 


General,  Orders,  \  Hdqbs.  Department  of  Virginia,  &c., 

No.  15.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  25, 1861. 

I.  Capt.  William  D.  Whipple,  assistant  adjutant- general,  having 
reported  for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  will  relieve  Capt.  Charles  C. 
Churchill,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  is  announced  to  the 
command  as  chief  of  the  staff. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool: 

0.  C.  CHUECHILL, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


September  25,  1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans  : 

The  enemy  have  not  left  us  entirely,  though  they  undoubtedly  moved 
back  part  of  their  force.  They  still  hold  the  position,  and  there  are 
some  signs  of  a  gun  on  the  bald  hill  I  have  mentioned,  apparently  with 
a  view  to  protect  their  left  flank.  I  will  keep  reconnoiteriug,  but  as 
mu(-h  as  possible  without  fighting,  till  you  arrive.  1  have  thought 
their  actions  indicated  a  disposition  to  leave  the  Lewisburg  turnpike 
and  move  toward  Blue  Sulphur  Springs. 

J.  1).  COX, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commandinq, 

[5.1 


Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

'So.  159.  \  Washington,  September  27,  1861. 

I.  Capt.  Henry  W.  Smith,  assistant  adjutant- general,  volunteer 
service,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brigadier-General  Casey,  Department 
of  the  Potomac. 

By  command  of  Lieuteuant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

15.1 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac 

No.  80,  i  Washington,  September  27,  1861. 

7.  The  following-named  regiments  will  constitute  a  brigade,  to  be  com- 
manded, until  further  orders,  by  the  senior  colonel :  Fiftieth  Now  York 
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Volunteers,  Seventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Stockton's  Michigan  Vol- 
unteers, McLean's  Pennssylvania,  Volunteers.  The  brigade  will  form 
part  of  the  division  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter,  which  itwill  proceed  to 
join  with  as  little  delay  as  i)racticable. 

8.  The  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  will,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  join  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Hooker,  who  will 
assign  it  to  the  duty  of  guarding  the  line  of  the  railroad  between 
Bladensburg  and  Annapolis  Junction.  Upon  being  relieved  by  the 
Third  New  Hampshire  liegimeut.  Colonel  Morse  will  withdraw  the  por- 
tion of  his  command  now  engaged  in  this  duty  to  Annapolis  Junction, 
*  *  9  *  tf  V  * 

16.  CTpon  the  arrival  of  Hancock's  brigade  the  regiments  of  King's 
brigade  temporarily  serving  in  Smith's  division  will  be  relieved  from 
duty  therein,  and  will  be  concentrated  u)ider  the  orders  of  Brigadier- 
General  King  on  this  side  of  the  Chain  Bridge. 

By  command,  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Army  of  this  Potomac, 

No.  82.  I  Washington,  September  28,  1801. 

8.  The  following-named  regiments  and  brigades  will  constitute  the 
division  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith:  First  Brigade,  to  be  commanded, 
until  further  orders,  by  the  senior  colonel — Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth 
^'ermont  Volunteers.  Second  Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Col.  Isaac 
I.  Stevens — Thirty-third  and  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Voluuteers, 
Sixth  Maine  Volunteers,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Third 
Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock — Forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Forty-third  and  Forty-ninth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  This  assignment  will  be  carried 
into  effect  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable.  The  necessary  orders  for 
that  purpose  will  be  given  by  the  commanding  ofiicers  concerned. 

9.  The  Seventh  Wisconsin  Volunteers  is  assigned  to  King's  brigade 
in  lieu  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  hereby  assigned  to  Hancock's 
brigade,  and  will  report  accordingly  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.   WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- (I cneral. 

Headquarters  Corps  of  Observation, 

Poolesville,  SejjtemOer  28, 18(11. 
Col.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  at  Point  of  Bodes: 
Dear  Colonel:  Yours  of  this  morning's  date  is  received.*    If  you 
should  be  attacked  I  will  stand  by  you.    Can  you  Tiot  seud  on  Buxton 
here?    1  would  like  to  talk  with  him  and  learn  the  positions  of  John- 
ston's troops,  &c. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

ClIAS.  P.  STONE, 
[5.]  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

*Sfifi  Vol.  V.  11.  fiOfi. 
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IlEADQUARTEKS   OOBPS   OF  OBSERVATION, 

I'oolesville,  September  28,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P,  Banks, 

Commanding  JUvision,  Darnestown,  Md,: 
General  :  The  letter  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy  has  just  been 
received  from  Colonel  (ieary.*  I  do  not  think  that  so  large  a  force  is 
in  the  vicinity  of  Leesburg  but  a  smaller  one  by  half  could  greatly 
annoy  Colonel  Geary  and  might  succeed  in  doing  considerable  mischief 
by  a  temporary  crossing  and  immediate  return.  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  Colonel  Geary  be  re-enforced  by  a  regiment  and  some 
artillery  in  view  of  possibilities.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that  John- 
ston would  have  marched  such  considerable  forces  to  Leesburg  during 
the  cold  storm  of  yesterday,  and  I  do  not  think  that  he  had  a  force 
approaching  20,000  at  Leesburg  the  day  before.  Colonel  Geary  seems, 
however,  in  my  opinion,  to  credit  his  information  and  ought  to  be 
strengthened. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — Troops  leaving  Darnestown  early  in  the  day  could  easily 
[reach]  the  Monocacy  by  night-fall. 

0.  P.  S. 

[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Aemy, 

No.  160.  \  Washington,  September  30,  1861. 


* 


III.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Williams,  volunteer  service,  will  repair  to 
Fort  Monroe,  and  report  to  Major-General  Wool  for  assignment  to  the 
command  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C. 

******* 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  H.  Milroy  is  assigned  to  duty  iu  the  Department  of 
Western  Virginia. 

****»»* 
VII.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  P.utterfleld,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.J 


Headquarters, 
,  ^  Washington,  Septemher  30,  1861. 

General  Franklin:  ' 

Telegram  from  General  McCall  says  eight  regiments  of  the  enemv 
advancing  on  Great  Falls.  Have  your  command  in  readiness  to  act  at 
once  and  await  further  orders.  Direct  your  pickets  to  be  vigilant  and 
report  often.  ® 

f>EO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

I"- J ^Ifiijor- General,  Gomtnanding. 

*  See  Geary  to  Stone,  \'ol.  V,  p. 
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Geneeal  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No-  86.  J  Washington,  October  1,  1861. 

I.  The  six  New  England  States  will  temporarily  constitute  a  sepa- 
rate military  department,  to  be  called  the  Department  of  New  England ; 
headquarters,  Boston.  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Volunteer  service, 
while  engaged  in  recruiting  his  division,  will  command. 

******* 
By  order : 

L.  THOMAS, 
[^•]  Adjutmit- General. 

Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  2,  1861. 
Major-General  Wool,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c..  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  on  Brigadier-General  Mans 
field's  reporting  to  you,  you  charge  him  with  your  present  command 
and  repair  without  delay  to  this  city. 
I  am,  &c.y 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  87.  I  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 

15,  Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer,  volunteer  service,  will  report  for 
duty  to  Brigadier-General  Stoneman,  chief  of  cavalry. 

*  #  #  #  *  *  » 

21..  Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes,  volunteer  service,  will  report  for  duty 
to  Brig.  (len.  Andrew  Porter,  provost  marshal. 

22.  King's  brigade  is  assigned  to  McDowell's  division,  which  it  will 
proceed  to  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

23.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  a  division  to  be  composed  of  Sedgwick's  and  Bich- 
ardson's  brigades  and  the  brigade  which  was  temporarily  assigned  to 
Franklin's  division,  consisting  of  the  following-named  regiments :  Hays' 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Sixty- 
first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  McKnight's  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
The  division  will  be  stationed  on  the  south  side  of  Hunting  Greek. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.1  

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  4,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  You  are,  I  believe,  aware  that  I  hailed  the  arrival  here  of  Majjor- 
General  McClellan  as  an  event  of  hapi)y  consequence  to  the  country  and 
the  Army.  Indeed,  if  I  did  not  call  for  him,  I  heartily  approved  of  the 
suggestion,  and  gave  him  the  most  cordial  reception  and  support. 
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He,  however,  had  hardly  entered  upon  his  new  duties  when,  encour- 
aged to  communicate  directly  witli  the  President  and  certain  members 
of  tbe  cabinet,  he  in  a  few  days  forgot  tiiat  he  had  any  intermediate 
commander,  and  lias  now  long'  prided  himself  in  treating  me  with  uni- 
form neglect,  running  into  disobedience  of  orders. 

Of  the  smaller  matters— neglects— though  in  themselves  grave  mili- 
tary offenses,  I  need  not  speak  in  the  face  of  the  following: 

First.  To  suppress  an  irregularity  more  conspicuous  in  Maijor-General 
McClellan  than  in  any  other  ofdcer  I  published  the  following: 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

No.  17.  )  Washington,  1>.  C,  September  16,  1S61. 

There  are  irregularities  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Army  which  need  prompt 
correction.  It  is  highly  important  that  junior  otiticers  ou  duty  be  not  permitted  to 
correspond  with  thcGeneral-in-Chief  or  other  commander  on  current  oiBcial  business 
except  through  intermediate  commanders;  and  the  same  rule  applies  to  correspond- 
ence with  the  President  direct  or  with  him  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  unless  it 
he  by  the  special  invitation  or  request  of  the  President. 

Bv  command  of  Lieutenant-Geueral  Scott:  „„„„„^ 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

With  this  order  fresh  in  his  memory,  Major-Geueral  McOlellan 
addressed  two  importajit  communications  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on, 
respectively,  the  lOtli  and  20th  of  the  same  month,  over  my  head, 
and  how  many  since  to  the  Secretary,  and  even  to  the  President  direct, 
1  have  not  inquired,  but  many,  I  have  no  doubt,  besides  daily  oral 
communi(!ations  with  the  same  high  functionaries — all  without  my 
knowledge. 

Second.  To  correct  another  easeof  gross  neglect  I  the  same  day  caused 
to  be  addressed  to  Major-General  McOlellan  the  following  order: 

Headquarters  or  the  Army, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  16,  1861. 
Major-General  McOlellan,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  lite  Potomac: 
The  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  cause  the  positions, 
State,  and  numbers  of  troops  under  him  to  be  rejjorted  at  once  to  general  head- 
(juiirters,  by  divisions,  brigades,  and  independent  regiments  or  detachments,  which 
general  report  will  be  followed  by  reiiorts  of  new  troops  as  they  arrive,  with  the 
dispositions  made  of  them,  together  with  all  material  changes  which  may  take  place 
in  the  same  army. 
By  command  of  General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Astisianl  Adjutant-General. 

Eighteen  days  have  now  elapsed  and  not  the  slightest  respect  has 
been  shown  to  either  of  those  orders  by  Major-General  McOlellan.  Per- 
haps he  will  say,  in  respect  to  the  latter,  it  has  been  difficult  for  him  to 
procure  exact  returns  of  divisions,  brigades,  &c.  No  doubt;  but  why 
not  have  given  lue  proximate  returns;  such  as  he  so  eagerly  furnishes 
the  President  and  certain  Secretaries'? 

Has,  then,  a  senior  no  corrective  power  over  a  junior  officer  in  case 
of  such  iiersistent  neglect  and  disobedience?  TLe  remedy  by  arrest 
and  trial  before  a  court-martial  would  proljably  soon  cure  the  evil. 
But  it  lias  been  feared  that  a  conflict  of  autliority  near  the  head  of  the 
Army  would  be  highly  encouraging  to  the  enemies  and  depressing  to 
the  friends  of  the  Union;  hence  my  long  forbearance;  and,  continuing 
(though  but  nominally)  on  duty,  I  shall  try  to  hold  out  till  the  arrival 
of  Major-General  Halleck,  when,  as  his  presence  will  give  me  increased 
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confidence  in  the  safety  of  the  Union— and  being  as  I  am  unable  to 
ride  in  the  saddle  or  to  walk  by  reason  of  dropsy  in  my  feet  and  legs 
and  paralysis  in  the  small  of  my  back— I  shall  definitively  retire  from 
the  Army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

(Copy  called  for  by  resolution  of  the  Senate,  February  19,  1863.) 

[5.] 


Special,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  88.  5  Washington,  October  4,  1861. 

*  *  *  r  «  *  it 

11.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  volunteer  service,  will  report  for  duty 
to  Major-General  Banks,  commanding  division,  at  Darnestown. 

12.  Brigadier-General  Jameson,  volunteer  service,  will  report  to  Brig- 
adier-General Heintzelman,  to  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade  now  commanded  by  the  senior  colonel. 

17.  The  Eighth  Michigan  Volunteers,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, the  Roundhead  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
Hamilton's  battery,  are  assigned  to  Sherman's  division,  which  they 
will  join  without  delay. 

18.  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Butterfleld,  volunteer  service,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  160,  of 
the  30th  instant,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to 
duty  in  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter's  division,  and  will  report  accordingly 
with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

22,  The  Seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  now  with  Franklin's 
division,  and  the  Twenty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  now  with  McDow- 
ell's division,  are  assigned  to  F.  J.  Porter's  division,  which  they  will 
join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  Corps  of  Observation, 

Foolesvillc,  October  4,  1861. 
Captain  Pell, 

First  Minnesota  Volunteers,  Seldon^s  Island : 
Sir:  I  congratulate  you  on  quietly  effecting  the  occupation  of  the 
island.  You  will  hold  it,  keeping  the  men  concealed  as  much  as  pos- 
sible; only  few  should  show  themselves  together  to  the  enemy.  Cook- 
ing must  be  done  either  on  this  shore  or  in  the  house.  No  fires  sliould 
be  lighted  in  the  open  air,  and  there  should  not  be  too  much  passing  to 
and  fro  from  the  island  to  this  side.  If  you  want  any  more  men  ask 
for  them  and  they  will  come.  Communicate  frequently  with  these 
headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serva. 

CI.    S.  P.  STONE, 
[5.]  Brigadier-Ge,   ^al,  Vommanding. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  89.  \  Washington,  October  5,  1861, 

******* 
8.  Peck's  brigade  is  assigned  to  Buell's  division,  and  -will  be  reported 

accordingly. 

*#**##* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  •        Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  New  England, 

No.  1.  \  Boston,  Oetober  6,  1861. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  six  New  England 
States  are  constituted  the  Department  of  New  England,  under  the 
command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler;  headquarters  at  Boston. 

The  maijor-general  commanding  announces  his  staff  for  this  depart- 
ment as  follows : 

Maj.  George  O.  Strong,  assistant  adjutant-general,  acting  officer  of 
ordnance  and  chief  of  staff. 

Oapt.  Peter  Haggerty  and  Lieut.  William  H.  Wiegel,  aides-decamp. 

Gilman  Kimball,  brigade  surgeon  and  medical  director. 

Capt.  Paul  E.  George,  brigade  quartermaster  and  assistant  quarter- 
master-general. 

All  officers  in  command  of  troops  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  will 
re]>ort  either  in  person  or  by  letter  to  these  headquarters. 

The  quarterly  and  monthly  returns  of  the  several  U.  S.  officers  in  this 
department  for  the  30th  of  September,  not  already  forwarded,  will  be 
forwarded  to  these  headquarters. 

The  attention  of  such  officers  is  called  to  the  regulations  which 
require  such  communications  to  be  made  to  the  chief  of  staff. 

Full  returns  of  the  material  in  the  commissary,  quartermaster's,  and 
ordnance  departments,  under  the  charge  of  U.  S.  officers,  are  forthwith 
required. 

By  command  of  Benj.  F.  Butler: 

P.  HAGGERTY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5-]  

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  166.  )  Washington,  October  8,  1861. 

«  «  *  »  *  *  * 

11.  Capt.  E.  T.  Auchmuty,   assistant  adjutant-general,  volunteer 
service,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brigadier-General  Morell,  Army  of 
the  Potomac.     He  will  report  accordingly  in  person  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant- General  Scott: 

E.  I).  TOWNSEND, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Camp  Lookout, 

No.  24.  ]  October  8,  1861. 

The  Third  Brigade,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  C.  Schenck, 
will  move  to  Mountain  Cove.    It  will  move  so  as  to  arrive  there  to  dav. 
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and  will  there  be  met  by  a  staff  officer  to  show  them  their  new  camp- 
ing groniul.    Immediately  upon  the  arrival  there,  all  wagons  taken  by 
them  not  belonging  to  the  brigade  will  be  sent  back  to  this  camp. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Qen.  J.  D.  Oox,  commanding  the  camp: 

G.  M.  BASCOM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
fC] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  93.  S  Washington,  October  0,  1861. 

4.  Slocnm's  brigade  is  assigned  to  Franklin's  division,  and  will  be 
reported  accordingly. 

******  m 

9.  The  Cameron  truard,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  will,  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable,  proceed  to  Alexandria  and  report  for  duty  to 
Brigadier-General  Montgomery,  relieving  the  Fifth  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers, which,  upon  being  so  relieved,  will  repair  to  this  city  and  report 
to  Brigadier-General  Casey  for  orders. 

10.  The  Tweuty-iirst  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will,  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable,  join  Peck's  brigade,  relieving  the  Sixth  New  Jer- 
sey Volunteers,  which,  upon  being  so  relieved,  will  repair  to  this  city 
and  report  to  Brigadier-General  Casey  for  orders. 

11.  The  following-named  regiments  will  constitute  a  brigade,  to  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey,  volunteer  service,  wlio  will  also 
continue  his  present  duties  as  commander  of  provisional  brigades: 
Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

12.  The  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  is  relieved  from  duty  in 
McDowell's  division,  and  Avill  join  F.  J.  Porter's  division  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Kanawha  Brigade, 

No.  iJ(i.  \  Camp  Lookout,  October  9,  IStll. 

The  brigade  will  marcli  to  morrow  to  the  camp  near  Hawk's  Nest, 
and  the  following  order  of  march  will  be  strictly  observed  by  the  com- 
mandants of  regiments  and  detachments.  The  general  will  be  sounded 
at  (>  a.  m.,  at  which  time  tents  will  be  struck,  baggage  packed,  all  fires 
extinguished,  and  the  train  take  its  place  in  the  road  in  the  following 
order:  First,  baggage  of  Captain  Simmonds'  artillery;  second,  head- 
quarters baggage;  third,  baggage  of  Second  Kentucky  Volunteers; 
fourth,  baggage  of  Eleventh  Ohio ;  fifth,  baggage  of  Twenty-sixth  Eegi- 
ment;  sixth,  baggage  of  Pfau's  cavalry  and  McMuUiu's  howitzer  bat- 
tery; seventh,  baggage  of  the  rear  guard. 

******* 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  commanding: 

^  G.  M.  BASCOM, 

[51  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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General  Okbees,  )  Headquarters  Alexandria  Division, 

No.  13.  3  October  10, 1861. 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  18,  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  the  light  batteries  now  belonging  to  General  Kearny's 
and  Genera]  Newton's  brigades  are  hereby  assigned  to  this  division. 
All  orders  will  be  given  to  the  batteries  and  all  details  from  them  will 
be  made  through  these  headquarters. 

2.  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  89,  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  the  cavalry  now  belonging  to  General  Kearny's  and  Gen- 
eral Newton's  brigades  is  hereby  assigned  to  this  division.  All  orders 
relating  to  the  cavalry  and  to  details  from  it  will  be  issued  through 
these  headquarters. 

3.  Requisitions  for  forage  for  artillery  and  cavalry  will  be  made  as 
heretofore  until  further  orders. 

P>y  order  of  General  Franklin : 

E.  SPARROW  PURDT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5-]  

War  Department, 
Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winpield  Scott, 

Commander-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army  : 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant*  was  received,  con- 
taining copy  of  instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief  to  the  general 
commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  witli  your  remarks  upon  the 
same  and  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  troops.  In  reply  I 
will  state  that  this  Department  was  not  advised  of  any  intended  move- 
ment of  forces  by  the  general  commanding.  Upon  inquiry  I  find  that 
a  slight  advance  was  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewinsville  on  the  9th  of 
October,  after  the  general  commanding  had  visited  the  outposts  that 
day,  in  order  to  occupy  the  position  which  he  deemed  it  advisable  to 
do.  After  the  advance  was  made  General  McCall's  division  (about 
11,000  men)  was  moved  from  Tennallytown  to  sustain  the  advance  and 
to  occupy  tlie  position  vacated  by  General  Smith's  division.  One  bri- 
gade of  General  Buell's  division  was  moved  to  Tennallytown  to  occupy 
that  position.  No  other  movement  was  made,  nor  was  a  battle  intended 
or  expected.     Such,  I  learn,  was  the  exact  history  of  movements. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

[5.]  THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

^o.  98.  5  Washington,  October  11,  1861. 

1.  The  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Colonel  Wilson,  and 
the  light  battery  attached  to  it,  will  at  once  proceed  to  join  Porter's 
division,  relieving  the  De  Kalb  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers,  which 
upon  being  so  relieved  will  join  Blenker's  brigade. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  a  division  to  consist  for  the  present  of  tlie  brigades  now 
commanded  by  himself  and  Brig.  Gen.  D.  E.  Sickles. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.] Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


*  Nn  r.nmtnnTiip.n+inn  nf  in+li  <'nn 
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Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  99.  (  WasMnfjtoii,  October  J^,  1861. 

9.  The  troops  under  the  comiTiaud  of  General  Wenker  will  be  arranged 
into  two  brigades,  one  to  be  comiuanded  by  Colonel  Stabel  and  the  other 
by  Colonel  Von  Steinwehr;  the  whole  to  constitute  a  division,  to  be 
known  as  Blenker's  division. 

*  *  *  f  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Ma;jor -General  McClellau : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5-]  Assistant  Acljutant-Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia,  &c., 

i^o.  24,  J  Fort  Monroe,  To.,  October  13,  1861. 

Col.  T.  J.  Cram,  aide-de-camp,  is  hereby  appointed  inspector-general 
of  this  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool : 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

['^•]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Washington,  October  14, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen,  Winfield  Scott  : 

The  military  line  of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  insur- 
rection maybe  extended  so  far  as  Bangor,  Me.  You  and  any  officer  acting 
under  your  authority  are  hereby  authorized  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  anyplace  between  that  jjlace  and  the  city  of  Washington. 

ABEAHAM  LmCOLlN^ 
By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 
[5.]  Secretary  of  State. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Alexandria  Division, 

Ifo.  15.  )  October  14,  18G1. 

Porter's  battery  (A),  Massachusetts  Artillery,  has  been  assigned  to 
this  division.  The  commandants  of  the  different  batteries  will  report 
to  Capt.  Richard  Arnold,  of  Fifth  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  who  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  artillery,  and  who  will  report  directly 
to  the  division  commander. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Franklin : 

E.  SPARROW  PURDY, 

[5.]  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Aumy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  110.  ]  Washington,  October  21,  1861. 

******* 

27,  Lieut.  Col.  Barton  S.  Alexander,  aide-de-camp,  is  assigned  to  the 
charge  of  the  bridge  trains  and  of  the  volunteer  sappers,  miners,  and 
poutoniers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Executive  Mansion, 

October  ,91,  18(;i—10  p.  m. 
Officeb  in  Command  at  Poolesville: 

Send  a  mounted  messeuger  to  the  battle-ground  and  bring  me  infor- 
mation from  General  Stone.  1  want  the  particulars  as  to  result  of 
engagement  and  the  relative  position  of  the  forces  for  the  night,  their 
numbers,  and  such  other  information  as  will  give  me  a  correct  under- 
standing of  affairs. 

[5,]  A.  LINCOLN. 

Edwaeds  Ferry,  October  21,  1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  : 

It  is  impossible  to  give  full  particulars  of  what  is  yet  inexplicable 
to  me.  Our  troops  under  Colonel  Baker  were  reported  in  good  condi- 
tion and  position  until  fifteen  minutes  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Baker. 
We  have  still  possession  of  Harrison's  Island  and  some  1,500  men  on 
the  Virginia  side  opposite  Edwards  Ferry;  600  more  going  over.  We 
have  lost  several  field  officers  killed  and  wounded,  and  Colonels  Lee 
and  Cogswell  are  said  to  be  prisoners;  Colonel  Ward  wounded.  The 
enemy  has  not  thus  far  attempted  any  attack  on  our  positions.  We 
have  lost  two  mountain  howitzers  and  onerilled  James  gun.  The  enemy 
was  undoubtedly  re-enforced  in  the  evening,  but  how  much  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say.  The  report  of  killed  made  to  me  half  an  hour  before  the 
disaster  was  30.  Our  killed  and  wounded  may  reach  200 ;  number  of 
prisoners  unknown. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

[5.]  Brigadier- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Corps  of  Obsera^ation, 

Edicards  Ferry,  October  21,  1861 — 'J.45  a.  m. 
Major -General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
This  morning  at  1  o'clock  five  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachu- 
setts crossed  the  river  at  Harrison's  Island.  At  daybreak  they  had 
proceeded  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Leesburg  without  meeting  the 
enemy.  They  still  hold  on,  supported  by  the  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment and  part  of  the  Twentieth.  A  gallant  reconnaissance  was  made 
early  this  morning  by  Major  Mix,  Van  Alen  Cavalry,  and  Captain 
Stewart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  from  Edwards  Ferry  toward  Lees- 
burg, with  thirty  cavalry.  They  came  on  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi 
Eegimeut;  received  their  fire  at  thirty-five  yards;  returned  it  with  their 
pistols,  and  fell  back  in  order,  bringing  in  one  prisoner.  We  have 
possession  of  the  Virginia  side  of  Edwards  Ferry. 

C.  P.  STONE, 
[S-J  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


McClellan's  Headquarters, 

October  21,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Stone,  Edwards  Ferry  : 

I  congratulate  your  command.    Keeu  me  constantly  informed. 

McCLELLAN, 
[^•]  Major-Oeneral. 
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Headquarters  General,  McClellan, 

October  21, 1861. 
General  Stone, 

Edwards  Ferry: 

What  facility  have  you  for  crossing  the  river  at  Edwards  Ferry  and 
at  Harrison's  Island!  Is  there  anyroad  from  Seneca  to  Leesburg; 
and  are  there  any  boats  at  Seneca?  Please  direct  several  mounted 
men  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  carry  messages  from  Poolesville 
to  Darnesville  [Darnestownj. 

K,  B,  MABCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
[5.] 


Edwards  Feery,  October  21,  1861—2.20  p.  m. 
General  E.  B.  Marct: 

"We  cross  at  Edwards  Ferry  in  flat-boats  (three),  which  we  have 
built,  capacity  forty-five  men  each,  and  in  one  canal  boat,  capacity  200 
men ;  at  Harrison's  Island  in  four  flat-boats  and  four  row-boats.  There 
is  a  road  from  Seneca  to  Edwards  Ferry  and  from  Edwards  Ferry  to 
Leesburg ;  also  a  road  from  opposite  Seneca  to  the  Leesburg  road.  The 
mounted  men  will  be  held  in  readiness.  Firing  pretty  heavy  on  our 
right,  but  advancing. 

C.  r.  STONE, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[5.J 


McClellan's  Headquarters, 

October  21,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  P.  Stone, 

Edwardu  Ferry: 
Is  the  force  of  the  enemy  now  engaged  with  your  troops  opposite 
Harrison's  Island  large  ?  If  so,  and  you  require  more  support  than  your 
division  affords,  call  upon  General  Banks,  who  has  been  directed  to 
respond.  What  force,  in  your  opinion,  would  it  require  to  carry  Lees- 
burg? Answer  at  once,  as  I  may  require  you  to  take  it  to-day;  and, if 
so,  I  will  support  you  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  from  Darnestown. 
'  GEO.  B.  McGLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
[5.J 


Edwards  Ferry,  October  21,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  think  Evans  is  4,000  strong,  with  perhaps  four  or  more  pieces  of 
field  artillery,  and,  say,  three  pieces  masked.    Prisoners  state  that  he 
expects  re-enforcements.    I  believe  this  command  can  occupy  Leesburg 
to-dav.    We  are- a  little  short  of  boats. 

^  0.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[5.1 
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McCLELLAN'S   HEAD(iUARTERS, 

October  31,  1801. 
Geueral  C.  P.  Stone  : 

Send  your  messages  to  ine  iu  cipher.  Oall  on  Banks  for  whatever 
aid  you  need.  Shall  I  push  up  a  division  or  two  on  other  side  of  river? 
Take  Leesburg. 

McCLELLAN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[O.J 


Edwakds  Ferry,  October  21,  1861 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

I  deejjly  regret  to  report  a  repulse  on  the  right  after  Colonel  Baker's 
death.  1  have  called  on  General  Banks  for  more  troops.  The  enemy 
were  re-enforced  at  the  time  of  confusion,  and  our  loss  is  severe.  We 
still  hold  Harrison's  Island.     I  am  withdrawing  our  left  in  good  order. 

C.  l\  STONE, 
[5.]  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  General  McClellan, 

October  21,  1801 — 10  p.  m. 
General  Stone: 

Hold  your  position  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  at  all  haz- 
ards. General  Banks  will  support  you  with  one  brigade  at  Harrison's 
Island  and  the  other  two  at  Seneca.  Lander  will  be  with  you  at  day- 
light. Change  the  disposition  of  General  Banks'  division  if  you  think 
it  necessary,  so  as  to  send  two  brigades  to  Harrison's  Island  instead 
of  one. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[5.J  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Edwards  Ferry,  October  21,  1861 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

We  hold  the  ground  half  a  mile  back  of  Edwards  Ferry,  on  Virginia 
shore.  Harrison's  Island  has  parts  of  thirteen  companies,  say  700  men, 
and  will  soon  be  re-enforced  by  100  more  fresh  men,  besides  what  sup- 
port Hamilton  brings.  I  cover  the  shore  opposite  this  with  guns,  and 
am  disposing  others  to  help  the  defense  of  Harrison's.  I  think  the  men 
will  fight  well.    lutrenchments  were  ordered  this  morning. 

0.  P.  STONE, 

[  o-  ]  Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  General  McClellan, 

October  21,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Stone, 

Edivards  Ferry: 

I  repeat  to  you,  under  uo  circumstances  abandon  the  Virginia  shore 
but  intrench  yourself  and  hold  your  own.  If  you  can  make  your  men 
light  you  will  be  supported  by  General  Banks. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[^•J  Major-General^  Commanding, 
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Edwards  Perry,  October  21,  1861—11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

I  strongly  recommend  that  an  advance  toward  Goose  Creek  be  made 
from  Dranesville  to  strike  the  right  of  the  enemy. 

0.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-General. 

o. 


Headquarters  General,  McClellan, 

October  21,  1861. 
General  Stone, 

Edwards  Ferry: 

An  advance  from  Dranesville  cannot  be  made  to-morrow  morning,  so 
that  you  must  rely  exclusively  upon  the  support  General  Banks  can 
give  you. 

GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Edwards  Ferry,  October  21, 1861—11.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Daruestown  : 

We  have  crossed  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  Harrison's  Island;  some 
fighting  had.    Our  men  are  behaving  admirably. 

C.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

\o.] 


Edwards  Ferry,  October  21,  18G1 — 2.10 1).  m. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Darnestown  : 
Our  right  has  been  engaged  twice  with  the  enemy,  and  has  advanced. 
Our  left  has  not  in  its  advance  met  anything  but  pickets. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
[5.1 


Edwards  Ferry,  October  21, 1861 — 4.  p.  m. 
Maijor-General  Banks, 

J)ariirstotcn : 
Mv  entire  force  is  over  the  river  and  shari)]y  engaged. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
[5.] 


Edwards  Ferry,  October  21,  1861 — 4  p.  m. 

Major-General  Banks  : 

It  will  be  well  to  send  a  brigade. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

rjj  Brigadier-General. 
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Edwards  Feery,  October  21, 1861— 5.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  Banks, 

Darnestotvn : 

Thanks  for  the  re-enforcement. 

C.  P.  STONE, 
[■51  Brigadier-  General. 

Edwards  Ferry,  October  21, 1861. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Darnestown  : 
Your  whole  division  will  be  needed.    Colonel  Baker  killed  and  some 

trouble  on  the  right. 

0.  P.  STONE, 

[5.]  Brigadier- General. 

Darnestown,  October  21, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Stone, 

Edwards  Ferry: 
General  Hamilton's  brigade  has  started  for  you  to  await  orders  at 
Poolesville.    General  Banks  and  division  are  on  their  way  to  Seneca, 
by  orders  firom  Washington. 

E.  MOREIS  COPELAND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[5.1  

Conrad's  Ferry,  October  21,  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  Stone: 

General:  I  acknowledge  your  order  of  11.50,  announcing  their 
force  at  4,000.*  I  liave  lifted  a  large  boat  out  of  the  canal  into  the 
river.  I  am  getting  a  rope  rigged  across  the  river.  I  shall,  as  soon  as 
1  feel  strong  enough,  advance  steadily,  guarding  my  tlanks  carefully. 
I  will  communicate  with  you  often.  I  shall  cross  some  guns,  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York,  directly.  As  you  know,  I  have  ordered  down 
my  brigade  and  Cogswell,  who  will  cross  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I 
shall  feel  cautiously  for  them.  I  hope  that  your  movement  below  will 
give  advantage.  Please  communicate  with  me  often. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  D.  BAKEE, 
Commanding  Brigade. 
[6.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  117.  ]  Washington,  October  25,  1861. 

4.  The  following-named  regiments  will  constitute  a  brigade  to  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard,  volunteer  service,  who  will 
report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey,  volunteer  service,  for  orders :  Fourth 
Ehode  Island  Volunteers,  Tliirty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Forty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Gosliue's  Pennsylvania  Zouaves.    The 

*  See  Vol.  V,  p.  303. 
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brigade  will  be  stationed  at  the  old  positions  of  Hooker's  division  at 
Bladensburg  and  at  Good  Hope,  occupying  all  the  works  at  those 
places.  Upon  being  relieved  by  Howard's  brigade  the  First  Michigan 
Volunteers,  now  occupying  the  work  at  Bladensburg,  will  resume  the 
duty  of  guarding  the  railway. 

******* 
12.  Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Burns,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to 
duty  in  Stone's  division,  which  he  will  join  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable. 

***»*«* 
By  command  of  Major-General  McGlellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Casey's  Division, 

Upper  Marlborough,  Md.,  N'ovember  4,  1861. 
Commanding  Officers  op  Eegiments  on 

Expedition  to  the  Lower  Counties  of  Maryland: 
Colonel:  It  has  been  reported  that  certain  individuals  who  have 
been  in  Virginia  under  arms  against  the  Government  have  returned  to 
their  homes  and  intend  to  take  part  in  the  election  on  the  6th  instant. 
It  is  also  understood  that  other  individuals,  residents  in  Maryland,  who 
have  been  in  sympathy  and  have  given  secret  aid  to  the  enemy,  have 
concerted  with  the  aforesaid  individuals  to  obstruct  the  freedom  of  the 
coming  election  aud  control  the  votes  in  favor  of  their  revolutionary 
scheme.  In  view  of  these  facts,  and  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions, 
you  will  hold  your  regiment  in  this  town  or  its  immediate  vicinity,  and 
will  take  such  measures  as  will  secure  free  and  independent  action  at 
the  jtolls.  You  will  arrest  promptly  any  man  who  talks  open  treason 
and  hold  him  until  the  next  day.  Any  one  you  find  who  has  been 
secretly  in  arms  against  our  forces  you  will  keep  a  prisoner.  You  will 
preserve  the  strictest  order  in  your  own  command,  not  allowing  the 
slightest  depredation.  You  must  hold  your  officers  individually  respon- 
sible, as  I  do  you,  for  the  sobriety  and  good  behavior  of  their  respective 
commands,  liemember  that  yours  is  a  friendly  command  in  a  friendly 
country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[5.]  

Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  13G.  (  Washington,  November  9,  1861. 

******* 
6.  Brig.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  volunteer  service,  will  at  once 

relieve  Brig.  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell,  volunteer  service,  in  the  command 

of  his  division.    General  Buell  on  being  so  relieved  will  forthwith 

report  to  the  General-in-Chief  for  orders. 

#*****• 

Bv  command  of  Maior-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5,1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headqtjaeteks, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  November  10, 1861, 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Cambridge: 
General  :  Send  the  Balloon  here  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  will  send 
you  Captain  Tilghmau  to  take  command  of  the  latter  or  put  him  in 
command  here.  I  am  told  the  secessionists  in  Accomac  have  burnt 
the  bridge  over  Swan's  Gut.  They  desire  to  force  you  into  the  wooded 
ground,  where  they  can  annoy  you  by  a  guerrilla  warfare.  I  am 
told  tlie  bridge  can  be  repaired  in  an  hour  or  two.  You  must  have 
the  materials  ready.  I  send  the  steamer  Hercules,  Lieutenant  Coffin, 
to  the  Wicomico  with  this  and  other  dispatches.  It  will  i)roceed 
immediately  to  the  Pocomoke  and  lie  oft'  the  battery  said  to  be  there 
while  our  traus])orts  go  up  the  river.  I  shall  send  1,500  well-trained 
men  from  here  the  moment  the  steamers  arrive.  My  proclamation  is 
ready.  I  will  have  it  printed  here  and  send  it  to  you  by  the  first 
transport.  It  should  be  sent  into  Accomac  at  once,  so  as  to  give  time 
for  reflection.  I  hope  the  people  xa&j  be  wise  enough  to  heed  my  warn- 
ings. I  think  you  had  better  send  Colonel  Paine's  force  to  Newtown 
at  once.  I  shall  have  provisions  there  by  Wednesday,  the  13th.  They 
are  provisioned  to  the  15th.  Write  me  at  once  what  you  will  need. 
How  is  it  as  to  ammunition'?  Colonel  Paine's  command  will  be  sup- 
plied at  Newtown,  and  I  will  have  the  troops  sent  from  here  amply 
provided  with  everything.  The  Hercules  will  be  subject  to  your  order 
when  you  reach  the  Pocomoke  Iliver.  I  think  it  may  be  well  when 
your  positions  there  and  as  far  as  the  Virginia  line  are  secured  to  send 
her  to  the  Pungoteague,  below  Drummondtown,  where  there  is  a  bat- 
tery, which  you  will  take  possession  of,  peaceably  if  possible,  otherwise 
by  force.  Your  final  instructions  will  be  sent  to  yon  on  Tuesday. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Nash,  of  New  York,  has  a  saw-mill  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  Swan's  Gut.  Take  materials  for  your  bridge  from  there  and 
give  Francis  Johnson,  his  agent,  a  receipt  specifying  the  value. 

[5.] 


Headquarteks  of  Division, 

Fort  Lyon,  November  11,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick,  Commanding  Brigade  : 

1  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  this  division  to  inform  you 
that  a  body  of  400  cavalry  were  to-day  at  Accotink,  and  it  is  reported 
that  there  are  two  regiments  of  infantry  going  to  encamp  at  Pohick 
Church.  The  general  will  send  out  a  force  on  the  two  roads  leading  to 
Pohick  Church.  You  will  detach  one  regiment  of  your  brigade,  to  be 
joined  by  one  company  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry,  to  proceed  out  on  the 
old  Fairfax  road  as  far  as  the  Accotink,  then  to  halt  and  push  forward 
a  reconnaissance  as  far  as  the  Pohick,  if  it  is  found  safe,  observing 
well  the  roads  on  the  right  tlank.  The  men  will  carry  one  day's  rations 
in  their  haversacks  and  return  in  the  evening. 

Bycommaudof  Brigadier-General  Heintzelmau, commanding  division- 

ISAAC  MOSES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
P.  S. — Your  regiment  will  march  at  4  a.  m. 


o. 
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Special  Okdbks,  }  Hdqrs.  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  138.  ]  Washington,  November  12, 1861. 

11.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Brannan,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters,  iu  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Smith's  division,  which 
he  will  proceed  to  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

[5.] 


Special  Oudeus,  \  HDyEs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  140.  ]  Washington,  November  li,  1861. 

*  *-•«■-###» 

9.  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to 
McCall's  instead  of  Smith's  division,  as  directed  by  Special  Orders, 
No.  137,  of  the  11th  instant,  and  will  report  accordingly  with  as  little 
delay  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McCIellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
[5.] 


Headquarters, 
Baltimore,  November  15, 1861, 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

-  Commanding  Expedition  to  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia: 
GENEEAi :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  act  of  6th  of  August,  1861,  entitled 
"An  act  to  confiscate  property  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes." 
Should  any  persons  in  Accomac  or  Northampton  persist  in  resisting 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  and  in  disregarding  the  friendly 
overture  contained  iu  my  proclamation  of  the  13th  instant,*  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above-mentioned  act  must  be  enforced  against  them,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  practicable.  Please  keep  me  advised  of  any  measures 
you  may  take  under  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ^        Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  100.  )  Washington,  November  16,  1861, 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  that 
certain  persons  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  places  occupied  by  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  claim  to  be  incumbents  of  civil  offices, 

•See  Vol.  V,  p.  431. 
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State,  county,  and  municipal,  by  alleged  authority  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  iu  disregard  and  violation  of  the  "Declaration  of 
the  people  of  Virginia,  represented  in  convention  at  the  city  of  Wheel- 
ing, Thursday,  June  lli,  18G1,"  and  of  the  ordinances  of  said  conven- 
tion, and  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  held  by  authority  of  said 
convention. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  by  direction  of  the  President,  that  if  any  per- 
son shall  hereafter  attempt,  within  the  State  of  Virginia,  under  the 
alleged  authority  of  said  Commonwealth,  to  exercise  any  official  powers 
of  a  civil  nature  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  commands  of  the  occupy- 
ing forces  of  the  United  States,  unless  in  pursuance  of  the  declaration 
and  ordinances  of  the  convention  assembled  at  Wheeling  on  the  13th 
day  of  June,  1861,  and  the  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  held  by  author- 
ity of  said  convention,  siich  attempt  shall  be  treated  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility against  the  United  States,  and  such  person  shall  be  taken  into 
military  custody. 

Commanding  officers  are  directed  to  enforce  this  order  within  their 
respective  commands. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 

[5.] 


Headqitartf.rs  New  Jersey  Brigade, 

November  31,  lSlJl—9.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  Taylor: 

Sir:  To-morrow  you  will  march  your  regiment.  Third  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  at  7  a.  ni.  to  Edsall's  Hill  to  support  the  advance  of  the 
Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  who  go  to  Burke's  Station.  Iu  case 
of  serious  fighting  being  apprehended  (as  per  information  from  Major 
Buek)  you  will  advance  rapidly  to  Springfield,  but  not  beyond.  It  is 
intended  for  Major  Buck  to  tight  his  own  numbers,  anri  if  opposed  by 
superior  forces  to  fall  back.  Should  the  enemy,  being  superior,  pursue 
Major  Buck,  surprise  him  on  the  flank,  but  have  a  couple  of  companies 
at  the  enemy's  present  linos  near  Springfield.  This  is  precaution.  An 
attack  of  a  serious  nature  is  not  anticipated.  Keep  me  informed  by 
means  of  dragoon  orderlies.  Take  blankets  and  twenty-four  hours' 
rations.  If  Major  Buck  is  too  fatigued  or  prevented  returning  to  camp 
by  night  do  you  remain  at  Edsall's.  When  you  arrive  at  Edsall's  to- 
morrow hurry  on  patrols  and  scouts  to  keep  up  a  chain  of  information 
with  Ma;jor  Buck. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

P.  KEAENY, 
Brhjadicr- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  do  not  see  any  necessity  or  good  of  warning  your  men  to-night 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Vikginia 

No.  108.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  22,  1861. 

I.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War  Department  Brio- 
Gen.  J.  W.  Phelps,  commanding  at  Newport  News,  is  relieved  from 
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duty  in  this  department,  and  will  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  embark 
on  board  the  ship  Constitution  upon  her  arrival  at  Old  Point. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool: 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[4.J 


Special  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

No.  109.  S  Fort  Monroe,  Ta.,  November  i^3,  18G1. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield  will  turn  over  the  command  of 
Camp  Hamilton  to  Col.  Max  Weber,  Twentieth  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Newport  News  and  relieve 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Phelps,  or  any  other  officer  who  may  be  in  command 
of  that  place. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Wool : 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  155.  )  Washington,  November  25,  1861. 

******* 

31.  Brig.  Gen.  Edwin  V.  Sumner,  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division,  to  be  con- 
stituted as  follows:  First  Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Oliver  O.  Howard,  volunteer  service — Fourth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers, 
Fifth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers.  Second  Brigade,  to  be  organ- 
ized hereafter.  Third  Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen,  William 
H.  French,  volunteer  service — Fifty  second  New  York  Volunteers, 
Fifty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Sixty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers, 
Fifty-tliird  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
Colonel  Farnsworth,  is  assigned  to  this  division. 

******* 

60.  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  French,  volunteer  service,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
of  Sumner's  division,  as  constituted  by  paragraph  31  of  this  order,  and 
will  report  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General 

[5-1  

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Camp  Casey, 

November  27,  1861. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Casey's  Provisional  Division- 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  from  General  Casey's 
headquarters,  I  have  thejionor  to  report  for  duty.     My  brigade  consists 
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of  tlxe  Fourth  Ithode  Island  Volunteers,  Fifth  jScw  llampshire  Volun- 
teers, Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Sixty-first  New  York  Vol- 
unteers. The  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  previously  assigned 
to  me,  is  here,  not  yet  detached.  The  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers 
has  not  yet  reported.  My  headquarters  are  at  Bladensburg.  The 
Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  is  three  miles  distant,  at  Good 
Hope.  The  other  regiments  are  in  this  vicinity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 
Briyadier-  General^  Commanding. 

[5.1 


Special  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia, 

No.  61.  ]  Gauley  Mount,  Va.,  November  30, 1861. 

I.  Capt.  O.  A.  Mack,  Fourth  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army,  will  immediately 
proceed  with  his  company  to  this  place  and  encamp.  He  will  put  in 
position  a  20-pounder  rifled  gun  and  two  howitzers  on  spots  to  be  desig- 
nated by  Captain  Kaynolds,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers.  After 
which  he  will  report  by  letter  to  the  commanding  general  for  orders. 

II.  Colonel  Poschner,  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  will 
have  charge  of  the  defenses  of  this  place  with  his  regiment.  He  will 
construct  huts  for  his  command,  building  four  for  each  company.  He 
will  exercise  a  surveillance  over  the  country  in  the,  vicinity  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  by  well-timed  patrols  keep  himself  informed  of  all  that  is 
going  on  in  his  neighborhood. 

III.  As  soon  as  the  First  and  Second  [Kentuckj']  Regiments  have 
performed  the  duty  of  repairing  the  roads  on  which  they  are  engaged, 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  General  Cox  will  move  with  his  brigade  to  a 
position  to  be  chosen  by  himself  in  the  vicinity  of  Cliarleston,  where 
he  will  provide  cantonments  for  his  whole  command.  As  the  senior 
ofBjcer  commanding  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  he  will  be  charged  with 
the  general  supervision  of  its  defenses  and  supplies,  and  will  have 
authority,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  department  commander,  to 
organize  such  military  movements,  and  to  order  such  co-operation  from 
the  troops  in  the  valley  not  belonging  to  his  brigade  as  he  may  deem 
expedient.  He  will  commence  his  movement  with  the  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers. 

IV.  As  soon  as  the  present  camping  ground  of  the  Eleventh  Ohio 
Volunteers  has  been  vacated  by  it,  Col.  A.  Moor,  Twenty-eighth  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers,  will  take  post  with  his  regiment  at  Gauley 
Bridge,  and  will  be  charged  with  the  defenses  and  care  of  the  public 
property  at  that  post. 

V.  General  Cox  will  detail  Captain  Simmonds  with  his  Ohio  volun- 
teer artillery  to  report  to  Colonel  Moor,  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteers,  for  duty  at  Gauley.  Captain  Simmonds  will  have  the  artil 
lery  put  in  position  at  the  places  indicated  by  General  Cox. 

VI.  As  soon  as  practicable,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  Thirtieth 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  will  move  with  his  command  from  Sutton 
to  rejoin  his  regiment  at  Fayette  Court- House. 

Vil.  Colonel  Crook,  Twenty-sixtli  [Thirty-sixth]  Regiment  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers, will  send  a  company  of  his  regiment  to  (3ross-Lanes  to  take 
charge  of  that  post,  relieving  Lieutenant-Colonel  lillliott,  Forty-seventh 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  will  then  rejoin  his  regiment  with  bis 
command  at  Tompkins'  farm. 
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VIII.  Colonel  Crook  will  be  charged  with  the  defense  of  the  posts  of 
Sunimersville  and  Cross-Laues  and  with  the  supervision  of  the  tele- 
graph and  express  line  between  hinaself  and  Sutton. 

IX.  Colonel  Siber,  Thirty- seventh  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  will 
occupy  the  post  of  Clifton  with  outposts  at  and  opposite  Cannelton  aud 
have  surveillance  of  the  country  west  of  the  river  from  Loop  Creek 
to  Cabin  Creek,  inclusive.  Until  tlic  close  of  navigation  he  will  fur- 
nish all  fatigue  parties  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  unloading  of 
boats  and  security  of  public  stores  within  the  above  limits  and  will  be 
respousible  that  this  duty  is  properly  and  promptly  performed  on 
requisition  of  quartermasters  or  their  agents  in  charge  of  public 
property. 

X.  Col.  S.  A.  Gilbert,  Forty-fourth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  will 
put  his  regiment  in  cantonments  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Camp  Piatt  and 
will  be  charged  with  the  protection  of  the  public  stores  and  transpor- 
tation at  that  place  and  the  surveillance  of  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
including  the  Peytona  road  aud  country  above  it  as  far  as  Field's 
Creek. 

XI.  Colonel  BoUes,  Second  Virginia  Cavalry,  will  proceed  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  Guyandotte  aud  put  his  regiment  in  cantonments.  He 
will  be  charged  with  the  surveillance  of  the  country,  including  the  road 
to  Logan  Court-Housc. 

XII.  Bchambeck's  company  of  Illinois  cavalry  will  be  stationed  in 
cantonments  at  Gauley  Bridge,  under  connnaud  of  Colonel  Moor, 
Twenty-eighth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  furnishing  to  Colonel  Posch- 
ner.  Forty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  twenty  men  to  be  used  as  scouts 
and  to  be  relieved  at  suitable  intervals,  which  will  be  subject  to  the 
decision  of  Colonel  Moor. 

XIII.  Captain  West,  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  will  report  with  his 
company  to  Colonel  Gilbert,  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 
at  Camp  Piatt. 

XIV.  As  soon  as  the  detachment  of  Stewart's  Indiana  volunteer 
cavak-y,  now  at  Fayette  Court-House,  is  relieved  by  Gilmore's  com- 
pany of  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  the  company  will  proceed  to  Point 
Pleasant  and  report  to  the  commanding  ofScer  there  for  immediate 
duty,  and  by  letter  to  the  commanding  general  for  farther  orders. 

XV.  The  Eighth  Virginia  Eegiment  will  proceed  to  take  post  imme- 
diately at  Buflalo  and  go  into  winter  quartei  s. 

XVI.  The  commissary  department  will  immediately  provide  seventy 
days'  rations  ahead  for  all  the  troops  mentioned  in  this  order,  and  the 
quartermaster's  department  will  provide  the  necessary  transportation 
aud  quartermaster's  stores. 

By  command  of  General  Eosecraus: 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[5.] 


Special  Ordeks,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  170.  )  Washington,  December  5, 1861. 

******* 
7.  The  major-general  commanding  has  read  attentively  and  with 
much  satisfaction  the  report  of  Capt.  William  H.  Boyd,  First  New 
York  Cavalry,  of  the  reconnaissance  made  ou  the  27th  ultimo  by  the 
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squadron  under  his  command,  consisting  of  Boyd's  and  Bennett's  com- 
panies of  that  regiment.*  The  coolness  and  discretion  displayed  on 
that  occasion  by  Captain  Boyd  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  com- 
mand deserve  the  highest  praise  and  have  won  for  them  the  confidence 
of  the  commanding  general. 

#  *  *  *  *  :f  H 

By  command  of  Maior-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[5.] 


General  Ordeks,  ]      IIeadquaetbrs  Kanawha  BRiaADE, 

No.  33.  )  Charleston,  1  a,.,  December  6,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  having  arrived  at  Charleston,  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  post. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  coiiiinanding: 

G.  M.  BASCOM, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


War  Department,  December  11,  1861. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hottse  of  REPRESEWTATiArES : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  setting 
forth  the  necessity  for  an  early  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  complet- 
ing the  defenses  of  Washington. 

In  view  of  the  urgency  of  the  case,  as  expressed  by  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Army  in  his  indorsement  submitting  the  letter  to  this 
Department,  I  commend  it  to  the  early  and  favorable  action  of  Con- 
gress. 

Yery  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commander-in-Chief,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

General  :  By  letter  of  the  6th  I  requested  that  an  immediate  appro- 
priation of  $150,000  be  asked  for  "completing  the  defenses  of  Wash- 
ington." I  mentioned  in  that  letter  that  our  defensive  system  thus  far 
consisted  of  about  forty-eight  works,  mounting  over  300  guns,  some  of 
which  are  of  very  large  size;  and  I  may  add  that  the  actual  defensive 
perimeter  occupied  is  about  thirty-five  miles,  exceeding  the  length  of 
the  famous  (and  hitherto  the  most  extensive  fortified  by  extemporized 
field-works)  lines  of  Torres  Vedras  by  several  miles.  The  amount 
which  has  been  expended  will  not,  therefore,  considering  the  pressure 
under  which  the  works  have  been  built,  appear  extravagantly  large. 

1  now  remark  that  in  asking  for  the  sum  of  $150,000  for  "  completing 
the  defenses  of  Washington"  I  have  in  my  mind  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  works  have  been  thrown  up  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy,  and  are 

*  See  Vol.  V,  p.  449. 


Chap.  LXIII.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  5ll 

deficient  in  profile;  and  in  many  other  respects  the  system  requires 
anxihary  works  to  complete  it,  which  it  will  probably  be  deemed  advis- 
able to  undertake  early  in  tlie  spring. 

For  this  reason  I  have  asked  the  sum  of  $150,000,  but  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  works  now  in  hand,  and  for  which  payments  must  be  made  this 
month,  will  require  more  than  the  balance  remaining  available.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  an  immediate  appropriation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C;.  BAENARD, 
Brigadier- General,  Chief  Enfiineer  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[Indorseimjiit.  | 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War, 
with  the  urgent  request  that  the  necessary  steps  may  be  taken  to  secure 
this  appropriation. 


[5.] 


GEO.  E.  MoOLELLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  HotiRs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  187.  S  Washington,  December  16,  1861. 

******* 

14.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  volunteer  service,  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen. 
George  Stoneman,  chief  of  cavalry,  for  assignment  to  the  command  of 
a  brigade  of  volunteer  cavalry. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.] 


Headquarters  Division  at  Frederick, 

December  17,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Maroy, 

Chief  of  Staf,  &c. : 
Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  sketch*  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  vicinity  which 
illustrates  more  clearly  than  the  ordinary  maps  the  suggestions  I  wish 
to  present  to  you  concerning  that  point  in  connection  with  the  recon- 
struction of  the  railway  there.  There  are  tliree  positions,  all  outside 
the  town,  the  possession  of  all  of  which  is  indispensableto  its  defense: 
First,  Maryland  Heights;  second,  Bolivar  Heights;  third,  Loudoun 
Heights.  When  in  Sandy  Hook  I  constructed  a  military  road  across 
the  face  of  the  mountain  (marked  by  a  red  line  on  the  sketch)  upon 
which  artillery  could  be  easily  moved  from  the  base  of  the  mountain  on 
one  side  to  the  foot  on  the  other.  On  the  face  in  front  and  on  the  line 
of  the  summit  are  fine  plateaus  for  artillery.  Two  or  three  pieces  of 
heavy  artillery  will  command  the  town  and  sweep  measurably  all  the 
roads  leading  to  it,  as  the  turnpike  toCIiarlestown,  the  road  leading  to 
Leesbnrg,  and  the  mountain  road  from  Keys'  Ferry  to  Loudoun  Heights, 
and  to  Harper's  Ferry  across  the  Shenandoah.  A  sufficient  number  of 
men  to  man  the  guns  would  be  all  the  force  required  on  these  lieights. 

*Not  louml. 
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But  to  hold  tlie  Maryland  Heights  we  must  also  hold  the  Loudoun 
Heights,  which  are  of  the  same  elevation  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  and  within  cannon  range.  Six  hundred  men,  I  am  advised,  in 
possession  of  these  (Loudoun  Heights)  by  proper  defenses,  can  hold 
them — a  thousand  men  certainly  would  do  it.  Bolivar  Heights,  which 
make  the  base  of  the  triangle  and  over  which  any  attack  upon  Har- 
per's Ferry  is  likely  to  be  made,  held  by  a  regiment  and  covered  by 
artillery  on  the  Maryland  andLoudoun  Heights,  could  hold  them  against 
any  probable  assault.  The  signal  tower  on  Maryland  Heights  commands 
a  view  of  the  whole  country,  and  no  advance  of  troops  could  be  made 
unless  in  night-time,  without  notice,  with  these  positions  well  defended. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  serious  difficulty  iu  reconstructing  and  pro- 
tecting the  railway  there.  There  is,  however,  one  point  that  will 
require  attention.  The  railway  from  Point  of  Rocks  to  Harijer's  Ferry, 
fifteen  miles,  is  within  cannon  range  for  the  whole  distance.  The  road 
would  necessarily  be  protected  here — as  one  of  [the]  exposed  points  of 
the  line — against  a  blockade  by  the  enemy  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
river.  The  greater  difficulty  will  be  found,  I  apprehend,  at  or  near 
Martinsburg,  The  railway  enters  the  State  of  Virginia  opposite  Wil- 
liamsport,  twelve  or  fourteen  miles.  Itofters  a  salient  point  of  attack  to 
which  the  energies  of  the  enemy,  now  very  active,  would  undoubtedly 
be  directed.  If  we  were  to  encounter  the  forces  now  at  Winchester 
only,  or  in  its  vicinity,  a  brigade  and  a  half  intrenched  in  front  of 
Martinsburg  and  on  its  flanks  would  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  road 
across  the  line,  wliere  it  leaves  the  river,  say  from  Har])er's  Ferry  to 
Cherry  Run,  but  it  would  require  a  large  increase  of  artillery  beyond 
what  we  now  have,  as  well  as  other  material  supports.  A  bridge  across 
the  Potomac  at  Williamsport,  upon  which  our  supplies  would  come  at 
first,  would  be  indispensable.  I  do  not  tldnk  it  would  be  safe  to  com- 
mence the  enterprise  without  this.  There  are,  I  learn  from  Mr.  Spates, 
president  of  the  canal  company,  about  thirty  flat-boats  on  the  canal; 
not  a  sufficient  number  for  the  purpose.  The  railway  from  Hagerstown 
to-Harrisburg  would  also  be  I'cquired  for  transportation.  The  company 
owns  its  engines,  but  no  cars.  These  are  all  owned  by  traders  in  the 
towns  on  the  line,  so  that  these  facilities  would  necessarily  be  sup- 
plied by  the  Government. 

With  sufficient  artillery,  the  bridge  and  the  rolling-stock  of  the  rail- 
way, and  our  men  well  intrenched  in  front  of  Martinsburg,  1  think  we 
could  hold  and  defend  the  line  ofrailway  with  our  present  force  against 
any  assaults  of  the  enemy,  permanently  posted  at  Winchester,  Lees- 
burg,  or  vicinity.  But  we  cannot  form  a  just  opinion  of  this  subject 
without  contemplating  the  chances  or  the  possibilities  of  sudden  and 
large  re-enforcements  from  Genterville  or  Manassas,  via  Strasburg,  for 
a  surprise  of  our  forces  or  tlie  destruction  of  some  part  of  the  road. 
It  is  not  probable  that  any  considerable  column  could  move  from 
Manassas  in  daytime  without  discovery  from  your  lines;  but  whether 
by  night,  or  by  sending  out  detachments  occupying  two  or  three  days 
in  completing  a  movement,  it  might  not  be  done,  you  will  be  better 
able  to  judge  than  we  are  here.  We  arc  informed  that  their  railway 
is  completed  to  Winchester.  This  would  bring  them  within  seven  or 
eight  miles  of  our  outposts,  and  if  by  any  movement  tbey  could  thus 
strengthen  their  forces  at  Winchester,  by  the  addition  of  8,000  or 
10,000  men,  and  strike  us  suddenly,  although  it  may  have  taken  them 
some  days,  it  would  present  a  different  case.  If  our  purpose  were  to 
occupy  Winchester,  such  re-enforcement  would  be  attempted.  Whether 
it  will  be  so  at  Martinsburg,  I  cannot  so  well  form  an  opinion.    If  the 
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enemy  is  likely  to-be  held  at  Manassas,  unoccupied  for  most  of  the 
winter,  to  counteract  tlie  influence  of  seizures  upon  the  Southern  coast, 
and  to  support  for  a  time  their  sinking  spirits  and  fortunes,  they  may 
be  tempted  to  a  desperate  eilort  for  a  victory  in  this  direction  by  the 
concentration  of  greatly  sui)erior  forces,  striking  a  siiddeu  blow  and 
hastily  returning  to  their  quarters.  As  to  the  probabilities  of  this 
you  can  better  judge,  but  I  cannot  doubt  that  it  is  a  very  important 
consideration,  so  far  as  the  pr.acticability  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
road  is  concerned.  I  have  not  spoken  of  any  particular  line  to  be  taken 
in  front  of  Martin sburg,  satisfied  that  a  defensible  line  could  easily  be 
selected,  if  the  other  points  to  which  1  luu'e  alluded  were  satisfactorily 
dis])osed  of.  The  services  of  an  engineer  would  aid  ns  very  much  in 
these  inquiries.  If  one  could  be  spared  for  a  week  or  two  I  should  be 
much  gratified.  I  ought  to  say  that  it  is  rumor  only  that  brings  us 
news  of  the  completion  of  the  road  to  Winchester.  Well-informed 
persons  direct  from  Martinsburg  contradict  it  positively. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-  General,  Commundinq  THvision. 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hbqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  190.  i  Wmhington,  December  1<),  1861. 

29.  Brig.  (tcu.  J.  L.  Reno,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  at  these 
headquarters  in  compliance  Avith  orders  from  the  general  commanding 
in  chief,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Burnside's  division,  and  will  proceed 
to  Annapolis  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maior-General  McC'lellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- OcncraL 


Wheeling,  Va.,  December  19,  1861. 
Adjt.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
Your  dispatch  saying  General-in-Ohief  says  go  in  person  to  look  after 
Guyandotte  Valley  and  Logan  Court  House  received.*  1  wish  to  meet 
his  views  of  the  public  interest  j)romptly,  but  as  General  Kelley  is 
sick,  (Jeneral  Iteynolds  gone  home  for  a  few  days  by  urgent  necessity, 
and  I  am  in  full  connimnicaticm  with  the  valley  by  telegi'aph  to  Point 
Pleasant,  I  fear  to  leave  here  until  I  know  precisely  what  he  wants  me 
to  do,  that  he  may  give  instructions.  I  will  say  I  am  getting  troops, 
boats,  shelter,  knapsacks,  and  pack  train  ready  for  winter  trip  as  fast 
as  possible.  I  am  in  telegraphic  communication  with  General  Cox, 
who  is  watching  the  whole  country  and  reports  to  me.  He  thinks 
nothing  of  force  on  Coal  Itiver.  Logan  Court-House  is  more  danger- 
ous to  the  Kanawha  line  than  anything  else.  Road  must  first  be 
guarded  there,  aiul  from  Logan  to  Kanawha  at  Camp  Piatt.  A  turn- 
pike from  Logan  down  Guyandotte  is  almost  impassable  for  horse  or 
foot.    Our  troops  should  not  move  from  Kanawha  River  until  rebel 

'Sec  Vol.  V,  p.  688. 
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force  has  developed  itself  well  down  toward  the  Ohio  River.  Tlie 
small  force  now  in  Guyandotte  Valley  (two  regimeuts)  suffices  to  guard 
against  all  but  a  large  force.  Such  a  force  requires  one  to  be  organized 
to  meet  it.  This  can  best  be  done  here.  In  view  of  all  these  things, 
the  large  accumulation  of  office  business,  and  the  fact  that  it  will 
require  four  or  five  days  for  the  trip  without  means  of  telegraphic  com- 
munication, I  would  like  the  general  to  say  precisely  what  he  would 
have  me  do. 

W.  S.  ROSEGRANW, 

Brigadier-  General. 
[5.] 


Hdqes.  FiKST  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

Gamp  Hoolcer,  December  30,  1861. 
Lieut.  Geoege  H.  Johnston, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  heavy  firing  was  kept  up  on  the 
schooners  coming  up  the  river.  The  officer  of  the  day,  Gaptaiii  Gham- 
berlain,  reported  to  uie  that  the  vessels  were  becalmed  and  not  moving. 
I  directed  him  to  take  a  boat  and  go  to  their  relief.  He  reports  that 
he  found  two  schooners  which  had  fouled  in  the  middle  of  the  river  and 
could  not  proceed,  their  officers  being  apparently  paralyzed.  The  com- 
mand was  given  to  Gaptain  Chamberlain,  who  disentangled  the  vessels 
and  then  towed  them  up,  one  at  a  time,  beyond  the  upper  battery. 
Nearly  opjiosite  Possum  Nose  Battery  he  found  another  schooner  at 
anchor  Avith  the  crew  all  below ;  he  started  her  off  and  then  went  down 
the  river,  where  he  found,  nearer  the  enemy's  shore  than  ours,  a 
schooner  at  anchor;  she  had  a  shot  through  the  foresail  and  immedi- 
ately on  receiving  it  had  hauled  down  their  sails,  dropped  anchor,  and 
her  crew  had  gone  below,  closing  the  hatch ;  there  was  no  one  to  be 
seen  when  he  boarded  her.  Either  of  these  schooners  could  have  been 
captured  or  burned  by  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  ease.  If  there 
were  rockets  at  my  disposal  I  could  easily  signal  the  fleet  in  case  of 
any  attempt  to  put  out  from  the  other  shore.  The  Page  is  at  her  old 
moorings  in  Quantico  Creek;  the  report  of  my  pickets  of  her  being  out 
the  other  night  is  probably  correct. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEO.  n.  WELLS, 
TAeutenant- Colonel,  Commandinn. 
[5.] 


Special  Ordeks,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  194.  )  Washington,  December  21,  1861. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  volunteer  service,  is  relieved  from  tlie 
operation  of  so  much  of  Special  Orders,  No.  180,  of  December  11,  as 
assigns  him  to  duty  with  Stone's  division,  and  will  report  at  once  for 
duty  to  Brigadier- General  Burnside,  commanding  division,  at  Annapo- 
lis, Md. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chap.  LXUI]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  615 

General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  District  of  the  Kanawha, 

^0. 1.  J  Charlesto'n,  December  27, 1861. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  hereby  assumes  coniniand  of  the  District  of 
the  Kauawha,  embracing  both  banks  of  the  Gauley  and  Kanawha 
Ifivers  and  all  that  portion  of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia 
lyiiiS  south  of  them,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  ISTo.  20,  of  the 
department. 

******* 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  ]>.  Cox,  commanding: 

G.  M.  BASOOM, 
[•'•]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washinr/ton,  January  1,  18(!2. 
General  Burnside,  Annapolis  : 

(leneral  McClellan  will  be  glad  to  see  you  to-morrow.  Please  come 
as  early  iu  the  day  as  you  can. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
['">•]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  2, 1862. 
Capt.  G.  L.  Hartsuff, 

M" heeling,  W.  Va. : 
Order  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  First  Kentucky,  Second  Kentucky,  Twenty- 
ninth  Indiana  to  proceed  to  Louisville  without  delay.  Ask  JVlilroy  how 
he  is  olf  for  troops.  Your  case  is  before  the  Cabinet.  You  will  not  be 
compelled  to  resign.  Send  orders  to  Colonel  Fyft'e,  giving  him  leave 
for  twenty  days.  Send  in  cipher  strength  at  Romney.  Get  Crook  and 
Milroy's  reports  and  telegraph  me.  Hope  to  leave  tomorrow  via 
General  Banks'  headquarters  and  Cumberland. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
[5.]  Brigadier-General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  3,  1862. 
General  C.  P.  Stone, 

Poolcsvillc,  Md. : 

You  are  authorized  to  visit  Washington  for  twenty-four  hours,  as 
requested  in  your  dispatch  of  this  date.  The  conimanding  general 
desires,  however,  that  you  will  so  time  your  trip  as  to  see  him  in  the 
morning,  instead  of  the  afternoon.  Please  let  me  know  when  yon  will 
be  here. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[5.j  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  3, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Toolesville: 

I  would  prefer  to  see  you  on  Monday,  and  in  the  morning,  if  you  can 
so  arrange  it. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  5,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds,  Fayette,  Ya. : 

General  :  If  you  must  resign  go  over  to  Eomney  and  assume  com- 
mand there  for  a  few  days  until  1  return.  (5o  immediately ;  your  presence 
there  is  necessary.    Jackson  threatens  Hancock.    Answer. 

w.  s.  kosecea:ss. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Totomac, 

Washinyton,  January  5, 1862. 
Oapt.  G.  L.  Hartsuff,  Wheeling,  Va.: 

Your  dispatch  received.  Telegrapli  General  Kelley  to  put  everything 
in  order.  Open  prompt  communication  with  Thirteenth  Indiana.  Direct 
them  to  scout  to  Fifteen-Mile  Creek.  Why  can't  that  point  be  occupied 
to  cut  oft'  Jackson?  Send  the  Seventh  to  Spriuglield  with  everything 
ueedful  for  their  comfort.  Banks  will  re  enforce  Lander,  and  I  want 
full,  early  information  of  front  toward  Bloomery  Gap. 

W.  S.  IIOSEGEANS, 
[5.]  Brigadier- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  5,  lsii2. 
General  N.  P.  Banks  : 

Send  to  General  Lauder  strong  re-enforcements,  supplies,  &c.,  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Should  the  enemy  cross  the  river  use  your  best 
endeavors  to  cut  him  oil'.  In  case  the  operations  at  Hancock  assume 
large  proportions  the  general  commanding  desires  you  to  repair  thither 
and  assume  the  command  in  iierson. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McGlellan : 

JAS.  A.  haedip:, 

[5.]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 


Washington,  D.  O.,  January  (1,  1862. 
Oapt.  G.  L.  Hartsuff,   Wheeling,  Va.: 

Where  is  General  Kelley?  Tell  him  to  give  you  all  the  news  he  has 
from  Eomney  and  the  rebels  toward  "Winchester.  Give  orders  to  have 
the  troops  well  in  hand,  witli  three  days'  rations,  ready  for  march. 
Answer. 

W.  S.  EOSEGEANS, 
[5-]  Brigadier-  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  IIdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

J^o-  8.  )  Washington,  January  8,  1862. 

r  #  *  *  ^  #  -jf^ 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Brannan,  volunteer  service,  is  relieved  from  duty 
with  Smith's  division,  and  will  report  for  special  instructions  to  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McGlellan : 

S.  W^ILLIAMS, 
[5.]  '  Assistant-  Adjutant- General. 
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Heauquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  S,  18(J2. 
Brigadier-General  Stone, 

Poolesville,  Md. : 
I  Lave  taken  time  for  reflection  on  yonr  inquiry.     I  think  you  should 
not  apply  at    tliis    moment.     Besides,  your  military  superiors    are 
attacked,  and  that  consideration  involves  tlie  propriety  of  abstaining 
iust  now. 

JAS.  A.  HAEDIE. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  S,  1862. 
Capt.  G.  L.  Hartsxiff, 

Wheeling,  Ya.  : 
Tell  General  Milroy  the  commanding  general  thanks  him  f.,nd  his 
troops  for  the  gallant  affair  at  Huntersville.  He  must  keep  on  the  alert, 
and  not  have  the  compliment  returned.  Have  the  india  rubber  blankets 
come?  Have  the  stoves  been  ordered?  Have  the  1,000  rifled  muskets 
ordered  arrived  ?  Get  the  full  returns  of  the  muskets  of  the  regiments, 
so  that  I  may  have  them  exchanged  and  rifled.  A  strong  letter  went  iu 
yonr  case  today.  I  go  to  New  York  toinonow  for  three  days.  Tele- 
graph me  there,  care  of  William  Hegeman,  corner  Kighth  and  Broadway. 
Will  return  to  Washington  on  Monday  next,  then  home  very  soon. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS, 
Brigadivy-Ocneral,  U.  S.  Army. 

[^^•]  

War  Department, 

January  0,  1802. 
Hon.  (xALtTSHA  A.  Grow, 

Speaker  Houne  of  lieirrcsentatives : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  efiect 
that  the  answer  of  this  Department  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House  on  the  second  dav  of  the  session  "  is  not  responsive  or  satisfac- 
tory to  the  House,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  return  a  lur- 
thcr  answer."  *  In  reply,  I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  "  measures 
have  been  taken  to  ascertain  who  is  responsible  for  tlie  disastrous  move- 
ment of  our  troops  at  Ball's  Bluff,"  but  that  it  is  not  deemed  compati- 
ble with  the  public  interest  to  make  known  these  measures  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  '  SIMON  CAMEEON, 

I  -  I  Secretary  of  War. 


Headciuarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Wanhington,  January  10,  1802. 

Governor  F.  H.  Peirfoint, 

Wheeli7ig,  Va.  : 

I  will  do  the  best  1  can  for  llomney.  ^  „^  ^  .  ^-r 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

r-j  Major- General,  Commanding. 

*  See  Vol.  V,  p.  346. 
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Headqttarteks  Army, 

January  10,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Landee, 

Romiiey,  Va. : 
Captain  Hartsuff  has  been  directed  to  send  from  four  to  six  regi- 
ments to  you  at  once  from  Western  Virginia. 

A.  V.  GOLEURN, 
AsHisUmt  A (Ijutanf-Geiicrdl. 

Information  has  been  sent  to-day  to  Rosecrans  that  you  belong  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  not  to  his  command. 


Ad-tftant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  11,  18C2. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecbans,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Neiv  Yorlc  City: 

Repair  without  delay  to  your  headquarters. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

[6.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  13,  1SG3. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  P.  Banks, 

Frederic];,  ]\Id. : 

Your  dispatch  of  last  evening  has  been  laid  before  the  commanding 
general.  The  general  does  not  think  that  it  is  any  part  of  the  enemy's 
design  to  cross  the  Potomac.  He  dii'ects,  however,  that  you  hold  your 
command  pre])ared  for  such  a  movement,  and  that  if  the  forces  under 
Jackson  nppcar  ou  this  side  of  the  river  you  use  your  best  endeavors 
to  cut  them  to  pieces. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellau : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistan t  Adjutun t- General. 


\i> 


] 


Heabquaeters  Division, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  January  IJ,  1S(12. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

Commanding,  Eastern  Shore : 
General:  I  shall  send  the  revenue  steamer  Hercules  to  Pocomokc 
Sound  to  drive  olf  dej)redators  ou  the  oyster  beds.  I  have  directed 
the  lieutenant  commanding  to  (iommuuicate  with  you  if  possible.  The 
vessel  has  been  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. Captain  Duvall's  company  of  cavalry,  of  the  Purnell  Legion, 
will,  I  hope,  go  to  you  next  week.  Please  prepare  shelter  for  the  meu 
and  horses.  I  have  been  unable  to  procure  arms  for  tliem,  but  expect 
to  have  revolvers  for  them  by  the  end  of  this  week.  I  think  you  have 
done  right  iu  taking  inventories  of  the  personal  effects  of  persons  in 
the  service  or  under  the  protection  of  the  Confederate  Government,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  such  property  to  States  in  insurrection 
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agaiust  tlio  United  States.  There  is  uo  law  authorizing  such  an  exer- 
cise of  authority  on  your  part,  but  it  does  no  harm  to  any  one,  is 
essential  to  tho  protection  of  the  public  interests,  and  is  therefore  per- 
fectly justifiable.  Dispose  of  Colonel  Williins'  regiment  as  you  think 
proper,  either  in  Eastern  Virginia  or  in  the  lower  counties  of  Maryland. 
He  has  over  800  men.  You  will  need  a  considerable  force  to  protect  the 
telegraph  line  as  soon  as  it  is  established.  You  must  dispose  of  the 
horses  and  other  property  you  have  taken  to  the  best  ad\  autnge  until 
they  can  be  formally  condemned.  The  horses  had  better  be  put  to 
such  use  as  you  may  have  for  them.  In  regard  to  negroes,  I  hardly 
know  what  to  advise.  They  are  of  no  use  to  us.  As  a  general  rule 
they  do  work  which  would  otherwise  be  done  by  our  soldiers  and  which 
it  is  advantageous  to  the  latter  to  be  accustomed  to;  so  that  all  we 
expend  in  subsisting  and  compensating  negroes  is  a  clear  loss  to  the 
Government.  I  would  therefore  have  no  more  to  do  with  them  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Congress.  Tliat,  of 
course,  must  be  obeyed;  but  1  would  not  take  much  trouble  in  hunting 
up  cases.  Those  which  couie  under  your  observation  must  be  noticed. 
You  can,  as  you  suggest,  nse  this  and  the  horse  question  to  aid  the 
restoration  of  the  two  counties  to  their  allegiance,  but  1  would  manage 
so  as  to  have  as  few  negroes  as  possible  left  on  your  hands.  The  Gov- 
ernment will  have  quite  as  much  as  it  can  do  to  maintain  its  armies. 
I  have  been  absent  in  New  York  and  Washington,  otherwise  your 
dis]>atches  would  have  received  an  earlier  notice. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  general,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

[5.]  

Headquaeteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  20,  lS(i2. 
Coh  C.  P.  Buckingham, 

Adjutant- General  State  of  Ohio,  Columbus,  Ohio: 
General  McClellan  desires  to  know  as  soon  as  possible  by  telegraph 
what  troops  have  left  Ohio  to  re  enforce  Lander.    Two  batteries  should 
go  to  him  immediately.    Please  hurry  the  movement  of  Ohio  troops  iu 
order  to  relieve  Lander's  forces  on  the  railroiul. 
By  command  of  Major-Gcneral  McClellan : 

a.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Wheeling,  Ya.,  January  21,  lS<i2. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Coluukn, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Y^'ours  24th  received.  Kelley  thinks  the  Ohio  regiments  should  go 
on  to  General  Lander.  The  two  batteries  for  Lander  will  reach  Par- 
kersburg  to-morrow;  none  for  me  yet;  no  Ohio  troops  for  me  yet;  none 
have  started  so  far  as  I  know.  Snowing;  weather  bad ;  wires  up.  No 
news  from  east  end  of  Department  of  the  West.  1  could  use  a  regi- 
ment or  two  of  cavalry  in  a  very  important  enterprise  in  Jefferson 
County.    Can't  some  of  vour  spare  cavalry  be  sent  me? 

W.  S.  EOSECKANS. 

r.5.1 
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HEADtiUAKTERS   OF   THE  AEMY, 

January  3d,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  8.  EosECRANS, 

Wheeling,  Va.: 
Detain  the  Ninth  Indiana  for  the  present.     Consult  with  General 
Lander  nbout  the  two  Ohio  regiments  on  tlieir  way  to  join  him.     1  lave 
any  of  the  four  regiments  or  batteries  ordered  to  you  reached  Grafton 
yet! 
By  order : 

A.  V.  OOLBUKN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

[.  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  20.  )  Washintjton,  Januarii  35,  1863. 

*#**♦** 
3.  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Ke\\a,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  at  once  to  Brig.  Gen.  Silas 
Casey,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan: 


[fl.J 


L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

January  25,  1862. 

General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Fredericl- : 

(reneral  Lauder  reports  that  Jackson  has  fallen  back  on  Unger's.  If 
your  information  conlirms  this  report  and  everything  remains  (juiet  in 
your  front,  you  are  authorized  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  Congress  on  Monday,  leaving  instructions  that  you  may  be 
advised  by  telegraph  of  any  event  requiring  your  immediate  return  to 
your  headc]uarters,  and  eflecting  arrangements  lor  special  trains  to  meet 
such  contingency. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5-]  

January  20,  1802. 
Governor  Peirpoint, 

Wheclinf/,  Va. : 

Last  news  from  Jackson  that  he  had  fallen  back  to  Unger's.  I 
apprehend  nothing  from  him.  Measures  had  been  taken  to  dispose  of 
him  had  he  advanced  farther. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 
[5.] 
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ExEciTTivE  Mansion, 
Washington,  January  27, 1802. 
Major- General  Banks, 

Frederick,  Md.  : 
Dear  Sir  :  If  you  can  leave  your  post  long  enough  without  danger 
or  detriment  to  the  service  the  President  desiies  you  to  come  here  and 
see  him  at  once. 

JNO.  G.  ElOOLAY, 

I'rivate  Hevretury. 
[5.1 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  27, 18G2. 
General  F.  W.  Lander  : 

General  McClellan  desires  to  be  informed  by  you  of  the  exact  posi- 
tion of  lingers.  As  at  present  advised  McClellan  thinks  that  a 
position  at  or  near  Springfield  will  best  enable  you  to  counteract  the 
designs  of  the  enemy.  McClellan  fears  that  at  Slane's  Cross-Eoads 
witli  your  present  forces  your  position  might  be  exposed  to  an  attack 
in  front  and  in  rear  by  Jackson's  and  Loring's  columns.  Captain 
Thompson  will  be  instructed  before  leaving  here  with  respect  to 
transportation  for  your  command. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  27,  1662. 

General  C.  P.  Stone, 

Foolesville,  Md. : 
I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  commanding  general  has  received 
your  proposed  plan  of  operations  against  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in 
the  vicinity  of  Leesburg,  but  that  the  same  cannot  be  carried  into  elfect 
at  present.  The  commanding  general  directs  tliat  you  make  no  move- 
ment across  the  river  until  further  orders.     Please  acknowledge  this 

dispatch. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.]  

January  28,  18«2. 

Major-General  Banks, 

Willard\s  Motel: 
All  quiet  along  the  lines.    Nothing  has  occurred  since  last  night. 
General  A.  S.  Williams  communicates  that  there  is  a  rumor  that  Jack- 
son means  to  cross  at  Williamsport,  and  another  rumor  that  he  wishes 
to  destroy  the  bridge  over  New  Cj-eek  at  Cumberland.    Eainiug  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

"^        ^  K.  M.  COPELANB, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.] 
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Washington,  D.  C,  January  30, 1803. 

General  Landee, 

Patterson's  Creel;,  Va.: 
A  deserter  wlio  caine  in  from  tlie  enemy  last  evening  reports  tliat 

Jackson  lias  returned  to  Winchester,  and  tliat  two  of  his  brigades  were 

expected  at  that  place  yesterday. 

^  S.  WILLIAMS, 

r5.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  January  30,  1S62. 
General  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Wheeling,  Va.: 
Deserter  reports  that  Jacikson  was  three  days  ago  at  Winchester, 
and  two  or  three  of  his  brigades  were  to  be  withdrawn  to  tliat  place. 

A.  V.  COLBUEN. 
[5.J 


Special  Orders,  )  Uuqrs.  .'vrmv  ov  the  Potomac, 

No.  31.  ]  Washington,  January  31,  ISiiS. 

I.  The  commanding  general  thanlis  Lieut.  Col.  John  Burke,  Q'hirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  handful  of  brave  men-  of  that 
regiment  and  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  under  his  command,  for 
their  services  in  the  aft'air  at  Lee's  house,  or  Belmont,  on  Occociuan  Bay 
on  the  night  of  the  28th  instant.  Their  coolness  under  Are,  and  tlie 
discretion  and  judgment  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Burke  liave 
won  the  contidouce  of  the  commanding  general,  who  recognizes  in  these 
qualities  the  results  of  discipline  and  attention  to  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  SlcClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
,[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEAD<jrARTERS, 
Wheelin;/,  January  31,  ISa.-j. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Colburn, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 
Say  to  the  General-in-Chief  in  my  judgment  the  public  service  Avill  be 
subserved  in  a  higher  degree  by  the  appointment  as  brigadier,  and  I 
will  make  the  sacrifice  if  necessary.  I  want  Hartsuft' under  my  com- 
mand. The  general  will  remember  how  much  more  necessary  expe- 
rienced generals  are  in  the  mountains.  If  the  general  will,  give  me 
HartsufC,  and  3,500  men  to  the  Big  Sandy  and  Kanawha  column,  I  will, 
with  his  permission,  try  to  cut  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road  within 
six  or  seven  weeks.  Will  write  the  general  soon.  Will  the  division 
staff  bill  pass  ? 

A>^  S.  liOSECilANS. 

[5.] 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  ;,',  1SC3—1  a.  m. 
General  W.  S.  Eo«ecrans, 

Wheeling,  Va.: 
The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  the  three  Ohio  regiments  and  one 
battery,  now  at  Grafton,  be  at  once  ordered  bv  von  to  hold  t.l.Pinfsplvf^s 
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ill  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  to  New  Creek  to  support 
Lander,  avIio  reports  tliat  lie  lias  beat  the  enemy  ont  of  Springfield  to- 
day and  is  advancing  on  Romney.  Furtlier  iiistrnctions  early  to-mor- 
row. 

A.  Y.  OOLBUEN, 
[5.]  Axshlant  AdjutMit-Oeneral. 


Wheeling,  Ta.,  Fehniari/  ,?,  Jfias — ]S  noon. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  Y.  Colburn, 

Assistdut  Afljtitant-Gcncral  : 

Yonr  dispatch  of  1  a.  ni.  received  (at  12  o'clock  last  night).  I  waited 
until  2  a.  m.  to-day  and  found  New  Creek  all  (luiet.  Messenger  in  from 
I'atteison's  Creek.  Would  not  have  Ijander  awakened  and  went  to 
sleep  myself.  The  Cheat  Mountain  line  ought  to  be  strengthened  by 
five  new  regiments. 

AV.  S.  ROBECliANS. 

[5.]  

HeAX)QT  ARTERN   ARMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

Waslimgton,  I).  C,  February  2,  ISCS. 
General  W.  S.  liosEGRANS, 

Wheiiiinfi,  Yd.  : 
TliL-  General-inCliief  directs  that  the  three  Ohio  regiments  and  one 
battery,  now  at  Grafton,  proceed  forthwith  to  New  Creek,  thereto  be 
UMUpoiarily  subject  to  the  orders  of  Erigadier-General  Lander. 

A.  Y.  COLBURN, 
m.]  Assinlunt  Adjutant- General, 

Patterson's  Creek,  Ya.,  February  2,  1805. 
General  McClellan: 

Will  you  oblige  iiie  so  far  as  to  order  the  three  Ohio  regiments  and 
one  battery  now  at  (irafton  to  New  Creek.  I  am  advancing  and  need 
them  to  hold  that  position.  Beat  the  enemy  out  of  Springfield  to  day, 
leaving  him  at  Romney.  My  scouts  report  him  about  0,000  and  two 
batteries.  I  shall  take  Romney  or  be  defeated  withiu  forty-eight 
hours. 

Respectfully,  „ 

'  "^'  F.  W.  LANDER. 


Headqt^arters  Army  of  the  Potoimac, 

Washiw/ton,  D.  C,  February  2,  1802. 
General  F.  W.  Lander  : 

Ohio  regiments  and  battery  ordered  temporarily  to  New  Creek.  In 
attacking  Romney  you  must  use  yonr  discretion  and  be  certani  that 
the  enemy  is  not  re-enforceil  from  Winchester.  Do  not  advance  beyond 
Romney.  Banks  needs  time  to  prepare  to  co-operate,  and  you  would 
be  in  danger  east  of  Romney  if  he  were  not  in  position  to  distract 
enemy.  If  you  gain  Romney  look  out  for  return  of  Jackson,  whom  I 
know  to  be  a  man  of  vigor  and  nerve  as  well  as  a  good  soldier. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
rr.  1  Afiiior- General,  Commanding. 
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General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
We  are  inoviug  on  Komney. 


[5.] 


Patterson's  Creek,  Va., 

February  4,  1862 — 12}p.  m. 


F.  W.  LANDEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Patterson's  Creek,  Va.,  February  5,  1862. 
General  George  B.  McClellan: 

My  advance  guard  lias  frightened  the  enemy  and  I  fear  he  will  be 
off  before  1  get  the  main  body  up.  My  men  are  after  him.  Roads 
nearly  impassable  for  infantry  and  cavalry.     I  shall  act  with  caution. 

F.  W.  LANDEK, 

Briqadier-  General. 
[5.] 


Washington,  T>.  C,  February  6,  1863. 
General  X.  P.  P>anks, 

Frederick,  j\[d. : 

Lander  is  moving  on  Eomney.     I  f  yon  can  help  liini  by  showing  force 
on  the  river-bauk,  do  so. 

G.  P..  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 

[5.] 


Camp  Island,  Va.,  February  6,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
It  is  necessary  to  order  from  Ohio  one  regiment  of  troops  to  this 
point  (Cabell  Court-House,  Ya.)  immediately,  with  one  battery.     They 
are  coming  u^jon  us  with  artillery. 

A.  SANDERS  PIATT, 
Colonel  Thirty-fourth  Regiment. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  February  6,  1862. 
General  X.  P.  Banks, 

Fredericlc,  Md. : 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  dispati-h  received  from  (Jen eral 
Lauder  tliis  evening: 

Tho  enemy  haa  escaped  me  and  fallen  back  froui  Koniney,  after  liuruiiig  the  line 
wire  bridge  over  the  South  Draiich.  This  unueceasurv  act  of  vand;iliHiu  deprives 
bim  of  future  power  to  threaten  Cumberland. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[5.J 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1862. 
General  W,  S.  Roseorans  : 

Lauder  is  moviug  on  ilomncy;  help  liini  if  you  can  in  any  way. 

[5.]  GEO.  B.  MoOLELLAN. 


Headquarters, 
Wheeling,  Va.,  February  0,  lS(i2. 
General  McOlellan  : 

Yonr  dispatch  received.     Have  telegraphed  General  Lander  to  call 
on  uie  lor  auytbing. 

[5.]  W.  S.  ItOSECKANS. 


Headquarters, 
Wheeling,  Va.,  February  (i,  1S62 — 10  2>-  i>i. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Oolburn, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 
Lander  reports  from  Patterson's  Creek,  has  Eomuey  and  is  ten  miles 
iu  advance;  wants  only  two  cavalry  companies.  Why  should  all  the 
regiments  be  kept  at  'Saw  Creek"?  Stream  south  of  lialeigh  imi)rac- 
ticable.  The  plan  of  breaking  Southwest  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
should  take  in  west  side  of  Saudy;  the  troops  there  and  on  my  side 
will  suffice;  can  do  it  soon.    Floyd  fortifying  at  Newberne. 

[5.]  W.  S.  ROSECKANS. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  I).  C,  \Februarg  0,]  1862. 
General  W.  S.  Ros:5CRA^s, 

Wheeling,  Va.: 
Colonel  Piatt  telegraphs  to  Secretary  of  War  from  Cabell  Court- 
House  that  rebels  are  coming  with  artillery,  and  asks  for  one  regiment 
and  one  battery  from  Ohio.  I  think  it  a  stampede;  but  if  it  is  not,  call 
on  Ohio.  1  am  anxious  to  send  all  Ohio  troops  just  now  to  Buell  to 
support  attack  on  Eort  Henry,  so  do  not  take  troops  if  you  can  avoid 
it.  Will  send  back  your  four  Ohio  regiments  to-morrow  from  New 
Creek.    Enemy  have  men  from  Eomney,     Write  you  to-morrow. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[5.]  Major-Gencrnl. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1862. 
General  Lander: 

Have  telegraphed  Eosecraus  and  Banks  of  your  movements,  and  to 
aid  if  possible.     I  think  you  arc  on  the  right  track. 

[5.]  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 

Patterson's  Creek,  Va.,  February  6,  1862. 
General  George  B.  McOlellan  : 

Eomuey  ours  again.  Advance  guard  at  Cacapon;  captured  seven 
prisoners,  but  could  not  reach  the  enemy,  who  burned  bridges  in  his 
rear;  men  beat  out  of  main  camp  four  miles  south  of  South  Branch 
bridge,  on  Winchester  side.     Have  ordered  repair  of  Big  Cacapon 
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bridge.  Should  you  conclude  to  arm  my  cavalry,  they  will  be  very 
valuable  in  breaking-  up  bushwhackers.  Colonel  Gavin,  of  the  Seventh 
Indiana,  and  Acting  Brigadier-General  Tyler,  Third  Brigade,  are 
entitled  to  commendation  for  energy  and  vigor.  A  cold  sleet-storm 
driving;  their  cavalry  advance  night  and  day  in  bivouac.  Shall  soon 
hear  from  Moorelield.    My  best  cavalry  officer,  Captain  Keys,  is  gone 

there. 

F.  W.  LANDER, 

[5.]  Brigadier-  General. 

Thursday,  February  6,  1862 — 7  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander, 

Patterson'' s  Creel; : 
Am  very  sorry  the  enemy  have  escaped  you,  but  am  sure  it  Avas  no 
fault  of  yours,  and  that  you  would  have  succeeded  had  it  been  possible. 
I  thank  you  for  your  energy. .  Will  strain  every  nerve  to  give  you 
carbiues. 

G.  ii.  McCLELLAN, 
[5.]  Major  General,  (Jommandin(), 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Poi'omac, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  6',  W(>2. 
General  W.  F.  Smith, 

Camp  Griffin,  Ya.  : 
The  commanding  general  has  no  objection  to  the  movement  you  pro- 
pose to  make  to-morrow  against  the  rebel  pickets  at  Flint  Hill  and 
Hunter's  Mill,  but  instructs  me  to  enjoin  upon  you  to  use  great  caution 
on  the  occasion.  His  own  words,  iu  reply  to  your  telegram,  are  as  fol- 
lows: "He  may  drive  them  iu  or  catch  them;  only  don't  let  him  catch 
a-tartar." 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


Special,  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  37.  ^  Washington,  February  7,  18(J-^. 

******* 

14.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  post  of  Annapolis,  Md. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellau: 

S.  WILLIAMS. 
[^•\  Assistant  Adjutant-GcncraJ. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac 

Washington,  £>.  C,  Februarii  7,  'jm2. 
General  N.  P.  Banks,  ^    ' 

Frederick,  Md.  : 

General  Lander  reports  that  our  troops  are  again  iu  possession  of 
Eomuey. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[^•]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headqiiaetees, 
Wheeling,  Ya.,  February  7,  1862. 

General  Geokgb  B.McOlellan: 

Have  daily  reports  from  llaleigb,  and  frequent  ones  from  Colonel 
Garfield,  on  Big  Sandy.  Not  the  slightest  foundation  for  Colonel 
P[iatt]'s  apprehension.  If  he  wants  to  lead  a  brigade  he  ought  to  give 
the  real  reasons,  but,  general,  there  ought  to  be  a  combined  movement 
on  the  railroad.    Will  Avrite  plan  for  it.* 

[5.]  W.  S.  UOSECRANS. 

Headquartees, 
^Y heeling,  Ya.,  February  7,  1863. 

General  George  B.  McClellan  : 

No  further  news  from  Cheat.  All  quiet  in  the  east.  Sixty  or  seventy 
guerrillas  in  wilds  about  Barboursville.  Oue  of  our  corporals  deserted 
from  Raleigh.  Floyd  fortifying  at  or  near  Newberne.  Half  of  Clark- 
son's  cavalry  ordered  to  that  region.  Streams  still  swollen.  Have 
written  you  plan  for  breaking  up  that  railroad  communication.  Rumors 
today  that  five  regiments  soon  expected  at  Lewisburg.  General 
Denver  reports  that  be  is  ordered  here.  Is  he  to  be  assigned  to  such 
duty  as  I  think  best?    I  await  your  letter  spoken  of  in  last  dispatch. 

[5,]  W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  r,  1862—4  p.  m. 

General  E.  W.  Landee, 

Patter  soli's  Greeli,  Ya.: 
General  McClellan  desires  that  as  soon  as  you  can  dispense  with  their 
services  you  send  back  to  Grafton  the  Ohio  regiments  and  batteries 
recently  drawn  to  your  support  from  that  place.     These  troops  are 
required  by  General  Rosecrans  for  operations  in  West  Virginia. 
^        -     -^  S.  WILLIAMS, 

r5i  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Oedees,  )  Hdqes.  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

jvCo.  38.  )  Washington,  February  8,  1862. 

4  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Meagher,  volunteer  service,  will  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  Edwin  V.  Sumner,  U.  S.  Army,  for  assignment  by  him  to 
the  command  of  a  brigade  of  his  division. 

Br  command  of  Major-Qeneral  McGleUaii : 

•^  ■>  S    WILLIAMS, 

[5  1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  8, 1862. 
General  LANDER, 

Fatterson^s  Creek,  Ya.: 
The  troops  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  are  the  three  Ohio 
regiments  and  the  battery  which  recently  joined  you  irom  Grafton.  Jii 


'See  Vol.  V,  p.  721. 
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view  of  the  pressing  necessity  of  troops  in  Kentucky,  the  general  com- 
manding desires  you,  however,  to  report  the  earliest  practicable  moment 
when  you  can  spare  the  remaining  four  Ohio  regiments.  Will  you  please 
also  report  as  to  your  ability  to  dispense  with  the  section  of  Best's  bat- 
tery noAv  in  your  command. 

S.  WHjLIAINIS, 
[5.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Spkcial  Orders,  )  Hdqes.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  40.  ]  Washington,  February  10,  1862. 

12.  The  following-named  field  batteries  will  constitute  the  Artillery 
Reserve  of  this  army,  to  be  commanded  by  Ool.  Henry  J.  Hunt:  (Gra- 
ham's (K  and  G)  and  Eandol's  (E),  First  Artillery;  Carlisle's  (E),  Rob- 
ertson's (B  and  L),  Benson's  (M),  a))d  Tidball's  (A),  Second  Artillery; 
Andrews'  (L  and  M),  Gibson's  (0),  and  Livingston's  (F  and  K),  Third 
Artillery;  Howe's  (G)  and  De  Eussy's  (K),  Fourth  Artillery;  Sey- 
mour's (C),  Weed's  (1),  Smead's  (K),  and  Ames'  (A),  Fifth  Artillery; 
Brickell's  First  Battalion  New  York  Artillery.  The  Artillery  Reserve 
will  be  organized  by  its  commander  into  brigades,  each  to  be  provided, 
as  far  as  practicable,  with  guns  of  the  same  description  and  caliber,  and 
one  brigade  to  be  composed  of  batteries  of  horse  artillery.  Lieut.  Cols. 
William  Hays  and  George  AY.  Getty  will  be  assigned  by  Colonel  Hunt 
to  the  command  of  brigades. 

##*♦»** 

By  commaud  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[5.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General,. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

February  10,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  '  , 

Wheeling,  Va. : 
The  four  companies  of  cavalry  will  be  sent  to  you  at  once.     General 
Lander  lias  been  ordered  to  send  the  troops  back.     Tyler  has  been 
ordered  back. 

A.  Y.  COLBURN, 
[^•]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


POOLESVTLLE,  February  10,  1863. 
General  Williams: 

I  have  received  this  moment  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Tompkins,  chief 
of  artillery  in  this  division,  who  is  now  in  Washington,  tliat  General 
Stone  has  been  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafiiyette.  Is  this  true? 
Please  reply. 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Answer.] 

It  is  true  that  General  Stone  has  been  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort 
Lafayette. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[^■]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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POOLESVILLE. 
(Eeceived  February  10,  1862.) 
General  Williams: 

I  Lave  placed  all  General  Stone's  public  and  private  papers  and  per- 
sonal effects  under  strict  guard  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  public  serv- 
ice and  his  own  defense,  and  will  seal  all  up  in  presence  of  General 
Burns,  Colonel  Dana,  and  Colonel  Devens,  and  await  further  orders. 
Have  you  any  orders  on  the  subject'?  ~- 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comtnandint/. 

[Answer.] 

Keep  them  in  charge  for  the  present. 
By  order: 

A.  V.  COLBURIS^. 

[5.] 


Division  ITeadqL'Artees, 
FrcderivJc,  Md.,  February  11,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commander-in-Chief  V.  S.  Army: 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  have  endeavored,  since  my 
return  from  "Washington,  to  obtain  correct  information  of  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  this  portion  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac.  The 
enemy  on  our  front  has  been  unquestionably  greatly  weakened  and 
demoralized  by  the  late  movements  of  General  Jackson's  array.  Not 
less  than  1,500  men  were  disabled  at  one  time  by  the  effects  of  frost  and 
cold  alone,  and  many  amputations  were  necessary.  It  is  said  on  good 
authority  that  2,500  men  were  in  their  various  hospitals.  No  important 
results  whatever  were  obtained  by  him  at  any  point  on  our  lines  to  com- 
pensate for  the  suffering  and  loss  of  his  men,  and  the  consequence  has 
been  great  discontent  among  men  and  quarrels  among  officers,  ending 
in  the  tender  of  his  re.signation  by  (ieneral  Jackson.  The  enemy  was 
never  in  a  feebler  condition  than  at  this  time.  His  force  is  chiefly  in 
the  vicinity  of  WiiKjhester  and  beyond.  Tlie  reports  of  large  detach- 
ments near  Charlestown  and  Harper's  Ferry  are  greatlj'  exaggerated, 
in  my  belief. 

On  our  side  it  may  be  said  our  men  are  healthy,  well  clothed,  pretty 
well  armed,  with  a  very  sharp  appetite  for  work.  Tlie  earth  roads  in 
our  vicinity  are  almost  impassable,  so  much  so  that  it  would  be  with 
difficulty  that  we  could  get  our  troops  out  of  camp;  but  once  out  there 
are  railroads  or  turnpikes  to  every  post  from  Point  of  Hocks  to  Cum- 
berland, upon  whicli  we  could  move  at  any  moment  without  serious 
obstruction.  The  same  is  true  of  the  roads  in  Virginia.  Nothing  could 
be  worse  than  the  cross-roads  there,  but  from  every  point  between 
Harper's  Ferry  to  Cumberland  there  are  passable  roads  or  turnpikes 
(^entering  on  Martinsburg  and  Winchester.  The  state  of  the  roads 
constitutes  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  our  way.  I  think  as  soon  as  the 
batteries  reach  me  which  you  ordered  forward,  and  which  we  hope  to 
receive  at  the  close  of  this' week,  we  shall  be  ready  for  any  movement. 
We  can  occupy  Harper's  Ferry  at  any  moment  now,  and  I  do  not  doubt, 
with  the  co-operation  of  General  Lander,  that  we  can  occupy  Winchester 
and  Leesburg  by  the  1st  of  March.  The  enemy  has  not  been  in  worse 
condition,  and  our  troops  ne\'er  in  better,  than  at  this  time. 
M  -R.  R — VOL  LI.  vr  I 
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Unless  the  opening'  of  tlie  road  is  contemplated  by  tlie  armed  occu- 
pation of  the  conntry  tlirough  which  it  passes  or  the  enterprise  with 
which  Lieutenant  liabcock  was  connected  requires  it,  of  which  I  am 
not  able,  to  judge,  I  do  not  see  that  any  important  advantage  would 
result  from  the  occupation  of  the  town  and  heights  alone,  and  if  we 
were  to  move  on  this  line  to  Martinsburg  and  Winchester  I  do  not  tliink 
it  would  be  advisable  to  occupy  the  town  more  than  a  day  or  two  before 
our  columns  were  ready  to  move.  I  may,  however,  be  mistaken  in  this. 
The  chief  doubt  suggested  on  this  point  is  the  possible  occupation  of 
the  heights  by  the  enemy,  and  to  this  it  may  be  said  that  he  does  not 
now  suspect  our  purpose,  that  he  could  not  hold  Loudoun  while  the 
Maryland  Heights  were  in  our  possession,  and  that  Hari)er's  Ferry 
could  be  easily  turned,  even  if  held  in  force  by  tlie  enemy,  which  is  not 
likely  to  occur  under  any  circumstances. 

In  view  of  an  immediate  opening  of  the  road,  or  the  occupation  of 
the  country  through  which  it  passes,  or  the  repulse  of  the  left  wing  of 
the  enemy  on  the  Potomac,  I  think  an  immediate  occupation  of  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  a  vigorous  concentrated  movement  of  the  columns  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  Williamsport,  Hancock,  and  Cumberland  or  Eomney 
upon  Winchester  would  be  ad\isable.  Success  could  hardly  fail  us, 
possibly  without  a  battle;  but  if  a  fight  should  occur  we  shall  hardly 
find  the  enemy  in  worse  or  our  troops  in  better  spirits.  It  is  possible 
that  this  view  may  coufiict  with  other  plans.  If  so  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  privilege  of  conferring  with  you  for  a  few  moments,  that  I 
might  bring  my  forces  to  harmonize  entirely  with  your  purposes.  I  could 
visit  Washington  with  the  absence  of  an  evening  and  morning  only. 

With  great  respect,  general,  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  your  "obedient 
servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commandinf/  J)irision. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Fehruary  i::,  18(::>. 
General  J.  Hooker, 

BudiVs  Ferry  : 
Six  barges,  capable  of  carrying  3,000  men,  will  be  sent  you  from  here 
and  ten  barges,  capable  of  carrying  5,000  men,  will  be  sent  around  from 
Baltimore,  the  ibrmer  to  land  at  your  landing  and  the  latter  to  land 
below  yon.  General  Van  Miet  will  telegraph  you  as  to  the  time  tlie 
boats  will  arrive.  It  you  desire  it  you  can  use  the  tug  which  takes 
the  barges  around  from  Baltimore. 


[5.] 


n.  B.  MAROY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


BxTDD's  Feukv,  Mt).,  Fehruary  7,9  ],<^02 
General  T!.  P..  Maucv,  '        ' 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Have  received  your  dispatch  of  13th  of  February  and  it  is  fullv 
understood.  •'  ■' 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
|.g  ,  Brigadier-  G  en  era  I, 
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Baltimore,  Md.,  February  14,  1862. 
Hon,  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
1  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  the  bridge  over  f  rreat  Caca- 
poii  lias  been  reconstructed,  and  that  the  roati  is  again  open  to  Ilan- 
cock.  At  our  last  advices  the  road  to  Sleepy  Oreclc,  five  miles  east  of 
Hancock,  was  in  order,  so  that  but  thirty-six  miles  of  road  between 
that  point  and  Harper's  Ferry  remain  to  be  opened. 
With  great  respect, 

J.  W.  GAKIJETT, 

Fresident. 
[5.] 


Fkedkkick,  Md.,  February  14, 1862. 

General  S.  Williams  : 

Sir:  The  following  has  just  been  received  from  Point  of  Hocks: 

Leesburs  and  vicinity  remain  quiet.  Up  to  AVedncsday  niglit  .lackson  and  Loring 
at  "Wincbester.  No  change  there  nj)  to  yesterday  morning.  They  expect  no  move- 
ment on  cither  side ;  are  granting  furloughs  to  one-third  of  their  men  for  thirty  days. 
Mucli  excitement  about  re-enlistment.     Wise's  defeat  creates  mucli  gloom. 


Very  respectfully 

[5.] 


N.  P.  BANKS, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  February  14,  1862. 

General  F.  W.  Lander, 

rattersonh  Greelc,  Va.: 

Rosecrans  needs  the  three  regiments  and  battery  recently  sent  to 
your  support  from  Grafton.  The  commandin  g  general  therefore  directs 
that  these  troops  return  at  once  to  Grafton,  and  that  you  notify  Eose- 
crans  that  they  have  returned. 


[5.] 


S.  WILLIAMS, 
Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 


February  U,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 


Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  LANDER, 

Paw  Paw.,  &c.: 
Telegram  received.*  Your  conduct  is  just  like  you.  Don't  talk 
about  resigning.  If  your  health  makes  it  necessary  for  you  to  be 
relieved,  of  course  you  shall  be.  I  advise,  in  view  of  probable  move- 
ments, that  you  quietly  rest  at  Cumberland  and  endeavor  to  recruit 
your  healtli  before  making  another  move.  If  you  can  recover  more 
rapidly  here  I  will  arrange  to  relieve  you  and  give  you  other  work  as 
soon  as  you  are  well  enough.  Give  thanks  to  the  gallant  officers  and 
men  under  your  command  and  accept  my  own  yourself. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding  U.  H.  Army. 


<  .Ken  Vol.  V.  D.  405. 
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HEAUyUARTERS   ABMY    OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

February  15, 1862. 

General  J.  Hooker, 

Loicer  Potomac: 
The  geueral  coiinnaiiding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  thinks  your 
attack  had  better  if  possible  be  upon  all  the  batteries*  at  the  same 
time,  as  if  you  made  the  attack  upon  the  lower  one  iirst,  the  enemy 
■would  be  upon  the  alert  for  some  time  at  the  upper  batteries.  The 
sooner  you  make  the  effort  the  better.  Should  all  be  ready  and  the 
weather  propitious,  to-night  Avould  be  better  than  any  later  time. 
Should  you  not  be  able  to  get  ready,  however,  he  does  not  wi.sh  it  hur- 
ried. EA^erything  must  be  carefully  prepared  and  the  most  faA^orable 
time  selected.  You  may  have  strong  reasons  for  making  the  attack 
upon  the  lower  batteries  before  attempting  the  others.  If  so,  let  me 
know.  You  can  be  re-enforced  to  any  extent  you  may  desire  if  you 
think  it  necessary.     Telegraph  your  views  at  once.t 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Please  telegraph  in  cipher  your  understanding  of  this  message  sepa- 
rate from  your  A'iews. 

[5.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  18,  1862. 
General  J.  Hooker, 

Camj)  Baker,  Lower  I'otomae: 

The  barges  are  supposed  to  have  sufficient  capacity  for  at  least  500 
men  each  as  they  now  stand.  It  is  not  intended  to  have  them  bridged. 
The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  ascertain  by  measurement 
(Ivhich  it  is  thought  can  be  done  Avith  sufficient  accuracy)  whether  the 
estimate  is  correct.  The  general  desires  you  after  consulting  fully  with 
Lieutenant  Wyman  to  inform  him  of  the  result.  He  does  not  wish  you 
to  incur  any  unnecessary  risk  from  the  direction  of  Dumfries,  and  he 
wishes  you  to  select  the  most  favorable  time  to  ])revent  this. 

11.  E.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

[5.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

~So.  49.  )  WasMngton,  February  1!),  1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  dutj' 
as  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly.  He  Avill  report  in  person  at  these 
head(iuarters  for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McGlellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutan t- General. 

[5-1 

*  As  received  by  Hooker  this  word  read  "fords." 
t  See  Vol.  \,  p.  722. 
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Taw  Paw,  ^"a.,  February  19,  1862—11.30  p.  m. 

(lieceived  20th.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

My  officers  and  meu  are  greatly  gratified  at  your  liigli  compliment. 
For  myself  1  disclaim  it,  having  done  nothing  worthy  of  such  distin- 
guished notice.  The  forced  reconnaissance  by  Colonel  Dunning  proves 
that,  slightly  re-enforced,  ho  could  have  passed  through  Franklin  and 
captured  the  enemy  in  front  of  General  Milroy  at  Alleghany.  The  sub- 
sequent removal  of  the  same  troops  from  New  Creelc  to  Grafton  is  at 
variance,  in  my  view,  with  what  is  required  in  this  department.  Gen- 
eral Williams,  now  at  Hancock,  states  that  he  is  to  move  to  Williams- 
port.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  him  to  occupy  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
liailroad,  protect  bridging  of  Sleepy  Greek,  and  capture  Martinsburg? 
I  can  furnish  him  with  excellent  rope  ferries,  by  which,  whenever  threat- 
ened by  a  superior  force,  he  can  retire  to  Maryland,  or  General  Banks 
can  re-enforce  him.  By  these  ferry-boats  I  can  move  a  regiment  across 
the  Potomac  in  two  minutes.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  earnestness 
and  energy  of  the  Western  troops  under  my  command.  They  have  suf- 
lered  every  hardship  and  made  no  complaints.  God  bless  them.  If  I 
could  evade  the  Army  rules  and  furnish  them  with  a  set  of  cooking 
utensils,  such  as  men  can  carry  upon  their  backs,  which  I  have  so  exten- 
sively used  in  the  Eocky  Mountains,  we  should  have  fewer  sick  men  and 
dispense  with  lumbering  trains.  Beef-cattle,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  three 
tablespoonfuls  of  flour  to  a  man  are  all  that  is  required  for  a  ten  days' 
march.  Nothing  but  my  experience  in  mountain  life  has  caused  this 
army  to  move  in  the  w^ay  it  has.  Neither  the  roads  nor  the  enemy  have 
been  an  obstacle,  but  the  present  organization  is  a  terrible  one.  We 
are  far  behind  the  French  army,  and  neglect  experience,  yet  can  teach 
the  French  army,  taking  the  experience  of  overland  travel,  much  more 
than  they  know  of  the  art  of  transportation.  Give  me,  sir,  men  and 
means,  orders  to  go  on,  without  complimenting  for  minor  successes. 
Hold -me  strictly  responsible  for  failure.  I  am  never  so  sick  as  when  I 
cannot  move. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  W.  LANDEK, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[r,.] 


Hbadqttartebs  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

February  If),  1863. 

General  Lander: 

Which,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  best  road  to  move  your  command  on 
Winchester?  If  the  road  from  Paw  Paw  to  Bloomery  Gap  is  a  good 
one  that  route  would  suit  the  purposes  of  the  commanding  general 
better  than  any  other.  Please  communicate  your  views  to  these  head- 
<]Uiirtcrs  by  tefegraph  in  cipher  as  early  as  practicable.  What  is  the 
minimum  amount  of  additional  transportation  you  will  require  to  make 
the,  movement  indicated,  which  will  be  a  combined  movement  of  other 
troop.s  with  your  own  and  of  which  you  will  be  advised  in  time? 
^  E.  B.  MAKCY, 

Chief  of  Stajf. 

[o.\ 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  JO,  1^02. 
General  Lander: 

With  wliat  force  could  you  move  on  Wincliester  witliout  including 
Williams'  brigade"? 

K.  ]i.  MAllCY, 
[5.]  Chief  of  Htaf. 

Paw  Pa-W,  Va.,  February  19,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy: 

Three  regiments  and  one  battery  just  gone  by  order  from  Town 
Creek  to  General  Eosecrans,  and  a  force  at  New  Creek  and  Hancock, 
say  two  regiments,  from  distant  sources.  I  am  told  there  are  00,000 
men  at  Winchester.  What  it  means  I  don't  know,  perhaps  you  may. 
1  want  no  more  green  batteries,  but  the  rear  being  long  and  the  enemy 
behind  earth-works,  would  like  4,000  infantry.  If  you  can't  spare  them 
order  me  to  take  Winchester  and  give  me  authority  to  burn  it.  I  am 
confident  I  can  do  it  with  what  I  have.  Muhlenberg's  section  was  a 
terrible  loss  to  me,  having  tried  lum  under  fire.  My  artillery  can  hit 
nothing. 

[5.]  F.  W.  LANDEE. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Division, 

No.  32.  ]  Fort  Lyon,  February  1!),  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick  having  been  relieved  from  duty  in  this 
division  as  per  Special  Orders,  Ne.  A?i,  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  Washington,  February  13, 18C2,  the  brigade  formerly  com- 
manded by  him  lias  been  assigned  to  Brig.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney,  who  will 
assume  command  of  the  same. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Heintzelman : 

ISAAC  MOSES, 

[5.]  Captain  anil  Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

>  Ad.tutant-General's  Ofpioe, 

No.  38.  )  Washington,  February  20,  1802. 


* 


3.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Williams,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  to  Mai.  Gen 
B.  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

»*■***»» 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

L.  THOMAS, 
[^•l  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  February  20,  1862. 
General  Banks: 

Eumors  of  an  attack  on  the  22d  instant  from  the  enemy,  which,  though 
not  credited,  still  point  to  a  necessity  for  vigilance,  render  it  proper 
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that  divisiou  commanders  should  take  precautions  against  a  surprise 
on  that  day.     Pickets  should  be  kept  well  to  the  front,  jiatrols  frequent, 
supports  and  reserves  prepared.    Troops  ready  without  being  disturbed. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Copies  to  Generals  Sedgwick,  McCall,  Smith,  F.  J.  Porter,  McDow- 
ell, Blenker,  Franklin,  Heintzelman.  Sumner,  and  Hooker.) 
[5.J 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

J^o.  60.  )  Washington^  February  31,  1862. 

8.  All  deserters  from  the  enemy  and  other  persons  coming  within  our 
lines  will  be  at  on<;e  taken  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  nearest  divis- 
ion, who  will  examine  tliem  in  the  presence  of  the  division  commander 
or  an  oflBcer  of  his  staft'  designated  for  the  purpose  and  communicate 
the  result  and  the  information  obtained  to  the  provost-marslial-general. 
In  important  cases  the  deserter  or  other  person  will  be  sent  to  the 
provost  marshal  general  with  the  report. 

*  ****#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McGlellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[5.J 


February  23,  1862. 
Colonel  Marcy: 

The  dispatch  of  the  commanding  general  received  at  4.30  p.  m.  All 
measures  taken  to  execute  his  orders.  Report  from  Sandy  Hook  states 
thaf  rebels  have  put  forty  or  fifty  boats  in  the  Shenandoah  at  Snickers- 
ville,  said  to  be  for  ialling  back  from  Winchester  if  necessary,  but  they 
can  be  used  either  way.  We  have  just  received  full  report  of  move- 
ments of  enemy  bj'  letter  up  to  very  recent  date  which  I  believe  correctly 
states  his  present  position.     Will  forward  abstract  immediately. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 

[5.1 


February  23, 1862. 
General  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Our  forces  will  be  in  Virginia  Tuesday  morning.  No  contest  will  be 
made  except  at  Winchester,  in  my  belief,  and  we  shall  fall  back  upon 
the  plan  suggested  by  the  general  commanding.  For  this  we  are  weak. 
Cannot  the  additional  brigade  regular  cavalry  and  artillery  join  us  at 
Hari)er's  Ferry  ?  Without  tents  we  shall  be  driven  to  rapid  movements 
and  hard  work.  There  was  never  greater  opportunity  to  accomplish  his 
designs. 

Vei'y  respectfully, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General,  Commandiny  Division. 
[5.1 
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Washington,  February  ^i',  1802. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  Hookee, 

BiuhVs  Ferry : 
He  can  count  upon  the  assistance  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Ericsson, 
armed  -with  two  11-incli  guns,  during  the  present  week.  Will  it,  in 
your  iudgmeut,  be  better  to  wait  for  her  or  to  adopt  the  original  pUui? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  safest  plan  is  to  use  the  Ericsson,  su])ported  by 
the  whole  llotilla  and  a  heavy  force  prepared  to  land.  I  can  furnish 
him  the  means  of  lauding  at  any  point  from  10,000  to  15,000  men  iu 
addition  to  your  command.    Answer  by  telegram. 

G.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
[5.]  Major-General,  Commanding   V.  S.  Army. 


? 


HEADQIiAETEKS   ARMY   OE   THE   POTOMAC, 

Washington,  1>.  C,  February  i'3,  1862. 
General  Hookek, 

BwWs  Ferry: 
Your  telegram  received.*  If  a  favorable  night  and  morning  occur 
before  the  Ericsson  arrives,  surprise  Avith  your  own  troops  the  u)>per 
points  if  possible,  leaving  ont  of  consideration  the  lower  point  spoken 
of.  Should  the  Ericsson  be  here  before  a  proper  night  offers,  I  will 
immediately  arrange  to  accomplish  the  object  in  force,  but  Avill  send  no 
re-enforcements  until  that  time.  The  articles  you  require  Avill  b(^  sent 
you  without  delay.  Make  all  your  arrangements  with  Captain  Wyman, 
so  that  everything  may  be  ready  for  the  favorable  moment. 

GEO.  Y>.  McCLELLAN, 
[.■).]  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Army  ov  the  Potomac, 

February  23,  1802. 
General  F.  W.  Lander,  Fare  Pair,  Va. : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  jnst  received.  Should  you  learn  that 
Jackson  is  moving  toward  Bath  the  commanding  general  approves  of 
your  suggestions  regarding  your  own  movements.  General  Williams 
Mill  be  instructed  to  obey  your  orders  and  co-operate  with  you  if  you 
move.  General  Banks'  division  will  as  soon  as  possible,  probably  on 
Tuesday,  be  thrown  across  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Perry  and  will 
support  you  if  .lackson  has  moved  toward  Bath.  If  you  learn  that 
the  information  you  have  received  is  incorrect,  the  general  commanding 
desires  >ou  to  remain  in  your  present  position  until  you  receive  further 
instructions,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  soon.  The  general  is 
inclined  to  think  that  if  Jackson  has  advanced  it  is  in  consequence  of 
his  getting  wind  of  our  preparations  to  cross  the  river  at  Harper's 
Ferry.  Sliould  he  attemjjt  to  dispute  the  passage  there  your  road  is 
open  to  Winchester.  Have  directed  Banks  to  obtain  all  possible  infor- 
mation. Should  Jackson  move  on  Harper's  Ferry  let  him  engage  him- 
self fully  and  complete  his  march  before  you  stir.  Keep  iu" constant 
communication  both  with  Banks  and  these  headquarters.  Shelter- 
tents  have  been  sent  for  your  command.  You  will  be  fully  advised 
from  time  to  time  of  the  progress  of  General  Banks  in  crossing  the 
Potomac,  &c. 

E.  B.  MAIiCY, 

\^-]^ Chief  of  maff. 

*  See  Hooker  to  Eckert  (probably  intended  lor  McClollau),  Vol.  V,  p.  726. 
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Paw  Paw,  Gamp  Chase,  February  23,  1862—0  o'cloclc. 

General  R.  B.  Makcy,  

Chief  of  Staff: 
Your  telegram  just  received.    Eeconnoiteriiig  parties  and  spies  have 
been  sent  out  to  test  the  truth  of  Colonel  Pond's  report  of  the  advance 
of  tlie  enemy  to  Bath.    As  soon  as  they  return  will  inform  you.    My  last 
telegram  sent  to-day  was  intended  for  you  but  misdirected. 

F.  W.  LANDEE, 

Brigad  ier-  Genera  1. 

[5.] 


Washington,  D.  0.,  February  23,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander, 

Paw  Pau-,  Va.: 
Your  telegram  received.  The  general  commanding  will  make  arrange- 
ments to-morrow  to  have  cavalry  sent  to  New  Creek,  as  you  suggest. 
You  Avill,  unless  there  is  some  movement  of  the  rebel  forces  in  the  mean- 
time from  Winchester,  receive  orders  in  two  or  threedays  to  move  east 
of  Hancock  to  cover  the  reconstruction  of  the  railroad  from  that  point 
toward  M.A,rtinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry.  Whenever  there  is  an  advance 
toward  Winchester  you  and  your  command  will  have  at  least  a  share 
in  the  movement.  The  general  is  delighted  at  the  good  spirit  exhibited 
by  your  division. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
[5.] 


General  Orders,  )      Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

>  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  5.  )  Camp  Foster,  Roanoke  Island,  February  23, 1862. 

The  great  press  of  business  has  alone  delayed  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  in  thanking  the  troops  of  his  brigade  for  their  conduct 
preceding,  during,  and  subsequent  to  the  fight  of  the  8th.  The  cheer- 
lul  manner  in  which  officers  and  men  behaved  during  the  comfortless 
night  preceding  the  fight,  the  willingness  with  which  they  plunged 
into  the  swamp  (deemed  impassable  by  the  enemy),  and  tlie  coolness 
and  steadiness  displayed  by  all  when  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
meets  the  praise  of  their  commanding  officer,  and  it  is  with  the  greatest 
willingness  and  pleasure  that  he  now  gives  it  to  them  and  sincerely 
congratulates  himself  that  he  has  the  command  of  such  a  brigade. 
The  manner  in  which,  without  confusion,  the  Twenty-fifth  [Massachu- 
setts] withdrew  from  the  front  when  their  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  Tenth  Connecticut  formed  line  of  battle 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  particularly  deserve  mention.  General 
Foster  has  to  mourn  in  common  with  the  brigade  and  ])articularly  the 
Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  the  loss  of  Col.  Charles  L.  Eussell,  wlio 
fell  dead  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  gallantly  doing  his  duty,  and  ten- 
ders his  sympathy  to  the  brigade  for  the  loss  of  officers  and  men  it 
has  sustained. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

SOUTHAED  HOFFMAN, 

[9.]  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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Special  Oedeks,  )  Hdqks.  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

2To.  54.  5  Washington.  February  24,  1862. 

8.  Brig.  Gen.  Abiier  Doubleday,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to 
duty  as  inspector  of  tlic  defensive  works  about  Washington,  and  to 
the  immediate  cliarge  of  those  on  the  Maryland  side. 

■-.^  *  '!-r  *  #  * 

By  command  of  JMajor-deneral  McOlellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  AHjutant- General. 

[0.]  

Headqifakteks  Akmy  op  the  Potojiao, 

February  21,  1802. 
General  Sedgwick, 

Poolesvillc,  Md. : 
The  niajior-general  commanding  directs  that  you  to-morrow  morning 
move  with  two  brigades  of  your  division  and  all  your  disposable  artil- 
lery by  way  of  A(lamstown  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  leport  to  Major- 
General  Banks.  Please  communicate  with  him  on  receipt  of  this  and 
inform  him  when  to  have  railroad  transportation  ready. 

K.  B.  MARCY, 


[5.] 


Chief  of  ataf. 


liEADql  ARTKKS   OF   THE   ARMY, 

February  25, 1862. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Seer  eta  ry  of  War: 

Sir:  The  interests  of  the  service  require  that  in  addition  to  what  has 
already  been  ordered  20,000  rounds  of  Hotchkiss  projectiles  be  ordered 
without  au  hour's  delay.  Unless  this  can  be  done,  several  of  the  guns 
in  our  batteries  will  be  entirely  without  efficient  ammunition  when  we 
move. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Commandinfi. 

[IndorBeiiieni.] 

Ordnance  Office, 

Febrv.arij  26,  1S(>2. 
Eespectfully  returned  with  the  report  that  9,000  Hotchkiss  projectiles 
were  ordered  by  tbis  office  on  the  7th  instant,  in  advance  of  the  Secre- 
tary's order,  of  which  5,500  were  to  be  sent  to  Washington  Arseiuil 
2,000  to  Kentucky,  and  1,500  to  Ohio.  Yesterday  15,000  of  these  pro- 
jectiles, in  addition,  were  ordered  to  be  made  and  sent  to  Washington 
Arsenal  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  Today  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was  tele- 
graphed that  the  orders  for  Washington  Arsenal  must  have  precedence 
of  all  others,  and  that  he  juust  not  lose  a  moment  in  tilling  them.  In 
this  connection  I  desire  to  refer  to  my  report  of  the  18th  instant  in 
relation  to  changes  of  arms  in  use  by  troops. 

JAS.  W.  RIPLEY, 
[^•]  Briyadier- General. 
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Washington,  .1).  C,  Fehruary  25, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  y      ,       ^^ 

Frederic];^  Md. : 

General  Lander  reports  from  Paw  Paw  this  morning  as  follows: 

One  of  my  scouts  has  just  returned  with  ten  deserters.  Tboy  say  that  on  I'Yiday 
morning  .laokson  -sv.as  in  winter  quarters  at  l-lint  Eidfjo,  live  miles  northwest  from 
Winchester,  leaving  on  the  Northwest  grado,  two  miles  and  a  half  west  of  Win- 
ciiester,  forces  about  two  miles  apart.  That  .Jackson  is  soon  to  ho  ro-enforced  from 
Manassas.     Enemy  reported  to  have  seven  hirgo  guns  in  position. 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  I).  C,  February  25,  ]862. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks: 

I  tliought  from  tlie  tenor  of  your  dispatches  that  tLe  one  I  sent  yon 
had  not  been  received.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  the  general  conimand- 
iiig  desired  yon,  after  crossing  the  river,  to  place  your  command  in 
position  and  report  to  him  by  telegrapli,  when  he  would  decide  as  to 
future  operations. 

K.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staf. 


Washington,  Fehrunry  25, 1802. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander, 

Paic  Paw,  Va. : 
Keep  your  men  perfectly  in  hand,  and  be  ready  for  a  spring.  I  wish 
to  make  this  move  carefully,  and  to  insure  success.  You  shall  have  a 
lull  share  in  the  operations.  When  this  aiiair  is  over  1  shall  wish  to 
take  you  with  some  of  your  best  troops  on  a  far  more  important  expe- 
dition, when  the  full  co-operation  of  my  former  aide  will  stand  me  most 
in  hand. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major-  Genera  I,  C  omnia  ndhu/. 
[a.] 


Washington,  D.  (5.,  Fehrwanj  25,  1802, 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander, 

I'aw  Fair,  Ya.: 
Banks  has  been  delayed  in  crossing  the  river  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 
will  not  probably  be  on  the  Maryland  side  before  to-morrow.  He  will 
take  position  near  Harper's  Ferry  and  there  await  further  orders  from 
McClellan.  Banks  reports  that  General  Williams  had  sent  a  reeon- 
noitering  party  below  Bath  toward  Winchester  and  no  enemy  was  dis- 
covered. The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  remain  at  Paw  Paw 
until  further  orders  but  to  hold  your  command  ready  to  move  at  short 
notice. 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staf. 
\5.] 
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Washington,  I).  C,  February  25, 1862. 
General  Hookee, 

BudcTs  Ferry: 
General  Barnard  will  proceed  down  the  river  in  a  steamer,  to  leave 
here  at  9  a.  m.,  to  confer  with  you  and  Captain  Wymau,  of  the  flotilla, 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  operations.  Please  inform  Captain  Wyman, 
if  possible,  so  that  he  may  meet  General  Barnard  and  yourself.  Please 
acknowledge  this  dispatch. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Asui.itant  Adjutant-  General. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  2C,  1802. 
General  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Harper'' s  Ferry: 
Colonel  Colburn's  dispatch,  4  p.  m.,  just  received.  Orders  have  been 
given  to  all  commanders  of  divisions  to  hold  themselves  ready  to  move 
at  short  notice.  Generals  McCall  and  Smith  to  have  three  days'  cooked 
rations  in  haversacks.  General  Porter  will  be  ready  if  wanted.  I  liave 
just  seen  Garrett.  He  says  you  had  better  send  back  the  train  used 
for  General  Banks'  command  as  soon  as  it  is  no  longer  wanted,  as  it 
will  be  required  here  if  a  rapid  movement  of  a  division  to  re-cnibrce 
you  is  required.  He  has  just  left  for  Baltimore,  and  I  have  instructed 
him  to  have  everything  i-eady  if  called  u])on.  Nothing  new  from  any 
other  quarter.    I  am  glad  the  bridge  answers  so  good  a  puri)ose. 

li.  B.  MAliCY. 
[5.] 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

February  S/J,  18C2. 
General  McCall  : 

You  will  i)lease  hold  your  command  ready  to  move  at  sliovt  notice, 
with  three  days'  cooked  rations  in  haversacks  and  witliout  tents. 

1!.  B.  MAKCY, 

Chief  of  8taf. 
Send  copy  of  above  to  (xeneral  W.  P.  Smith, 

[5.J 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  2G,  1862. 
General  F.  J.  Porter, 

Ilair.s  Hill,  Va.: 

I  have  just  heard  from  the  general.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  improba- 
ble that  he  may  cull  upon  you  to  move  at  short  notice  to-night  or  in  the 
morning;  therefore,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  be  ready.  The  bridge 
is  completed  and  works  well.  Keep  your  telegraph  open  until  1  o'clock 
to-night. 

R.  B.  MAECY, 

1 5.]  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  26, 1862. 
General  F.  W.  Landek, 

Faw  Pate,  Va.: 

Banks'  advance  occupies  Harper's  Ferry,  and  lie  is  now  throwing 
across  the  river  at  that  place  a  pontoon  bridge,  after  whicli  a  bridge  of 
canal  boats  will  be  constructed,  if  this  does  not  prove  substantial.  I 
do  not  think  the  movement  on  Winchester  will  be  made  until  a  proper 
bridge  can  be  made.  This  will  soon  be  determined,  when  you  will  be 
duly  informed.  The  present  intention  of  the  general  commanding  is 
for  you  to  march  by  Bloomery,  and  I  would  think  it  advisable  for  you 
to  make  all  your  preliminary  arrangements  accordingly.  The  general 
will  time  your  departure  from  your  present  position  so  as  to  reach 
Winchester  about  the  same  time  with  Banks'  column.  The  information 
from  Banks  regarding  the  position  of  enemy  at  Winchester  I  sent  you 
yesterday  seems  to  make  it  quite  positive.  I  regret  tliat  I  cannot  pro- 
cure Snyder  or  Butler  for  you.  The  former  is  aide  to  General  Sykes, 
and  the  latter  the  only  officer  present  with  his  company. 

R.  B.  MAKGY, 

[5.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  27, 18U2 — 2  a.  m. 
General  G.  B,  McOlellan, 

Harper^s  Ferry,  Va. : 

Cars  will  be  ready  for  the  batteries  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow  morning; 
cars  for  the  600  cavalry  immediately  after.  Troops  will  be  ready  for 
the  cars.  Have  communicated  with  Garrett  and  arranged  to  have  all 
disjiosable  means  for  movements  to  follow.  Shall  push  forward  every- 
thing wanted  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

[5.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  27, 1862. 
General  Geokge  B.  McClellan, 

Sandy  Rook : 

Not  a  word  from  Buell  since  you  left.  Have  ordered  Eosecrans  to 
guard  the  railroad  bridge  and  send  two  companies  of  cavalry  to  New 
Creek  bridge  at  once.  General  Meigs  advises  loading  the  subsistence 
in  the  vessels  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  as  it  will  save  time  and 
facilitate  movements.  Van  Vliet  and  Shiras  understood  you  to  want 
the  stores  put  on  board  here.  I  think  this  was  a  mistake,  and  author- 
ized the  former  place.  The  uncertainty  of  matters  down  the  river, 
in  my  judgment,  makes  this  imperative.  Artillery  and  cavalry  Avill 
leave  here  in  about  two  hours ;  private  horses,  servants,  «&c.,  to-morrow 
morning. 

E.  B.  MAEOY, 

[5,]  Chief  of  Staff'. 


Headquaeters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  27,  1862. 
General  McOlellan,  Sandy  Eool- : 
All  orders  for  movements  from  here  have  been  countermanded. 

E.  B.  MAEGY 


rihi^of  „f  m^n-ff 
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HeADQITAETERS  Ar.MY  OP  THE  PoTOMAC, 

Washington,  February  27, 18U2 — 10  p.  m. 
General  McGlellan, 

S((Hdy  Hook: 
Hooker  lia^^  been  iustructed  as  you  desire.     I  will  push  preparations 
for  the  otlier  plan  to-morrow. 

11.  li.  MAKGV, 
[5.]  Chief  of  ISta.f. 

Washington,  Fehrtiary  27, 1802. 
Maj.  Geu.  G.  B.  MoClkllan, 

Harper's  Ferry  : 
As  I  learn  you  are  not  expected  back  for  several  days  I  again  tele- 
graph you,  though  it  would  require  a  lengthy  letter  or  verbal  corainu- 
uicatiou  to  communicate  fully  my  views.  In  the  first  i)lace  I  state 
explicitly  that  1  consider  any  operation  which  involves  re  embarking 
and  leaving  the  enemy  in  ijos.session  to  be  most  unwise,  and  to  iuvolve 
not  merely  risk,  but  strong  probabilities  of  disaster.  Second.  I  believe 
that  a  floating  force  may  be  landed  at  I'^reestone  Point,  or  higher  up, 
conjointly  with  the  passage  of  tlie  Occoquan  by  Heiutzelman ;  that  the 
united  force  could  defeat  the  enemy's  force  between  tlie  Occoquan  and 
the  Potomac  and  take  those  batteries ;  probably  the  united  force  sliould 
be  three  divisions.  Third.  The  operation  involves  the  co-ox)eration  of 
three  divisions  and  of  the  navy,  and  sliould  be  directed  by  yourself  in 
person  or  by  a  general  oflicer  placed  iu  command  of  the  entire  force. 
Fourth.  The  discretionary  authority  General  Hooker  now  has  should 
be  immediately  revoked.  Fifth.  Having  taken  the  batteries  in  this 
manner,  the  guns  mny  be  shipped  to  Washington  and  the  forces  with- 
drawn behind  the  Occoquan  if  deemed  best.  (Sixth.  Whatever  method 
is  adopted,  it  is  too  important  to  run  auy  risks  of  failure,  and  would  be 
best  executed  by  yourself  in  person.  Seventh.  If  it  is  not  judged  best 
toinake  an  imposing  movement  beyond  the  Occoquan,  it  is  better  to 
let  the  batteries  alone  thau  to  iindertake  to  silence  them  by  lauding 
and  disembarkation. 

[5.]  J.  G.  liAItNAKD. 


WASHlKtJTON,  February  27,  1862. 
Maj.  Geu.  G.  B.  MoGlellan, 

Harjier^s  Ferry  : 
1  returned  last  night.  1  consider  the  landing  where  proposed  too 
hazardous.  The  ground  is  not  known.  It  cannot  be  well  kuowu  uor 
the  arrangemeuts  made  to  repel  assault  by  the  enemy,  who  is  warned 
and  prepared  to  meet  it.  Even  if  the  landing  were  not  objectionable, 
1  should  consider  that  part  of  the  project  which  involves  the  re  em- 
barking and  leaving  the  tield  in  possession  of  the  enemy  to  involve  the 
probability  of  terrible  disaster.  The  way,  and  the  only  way,  to  take 
those  works  is  to  occupy  the  ground  behind  them. 

J.  G.. BARNARD, 

Chief  Engineer. 

[Indorseiueiit.] 

Shall  I  direct  General  Hooker  not  to  move  until  further  instructions? 
General  Barnard  recommends  this. 

R.  B.  MARGY, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washivntov,  February  27,  18(J3. 
General  W.  F.  Smith, 

Camp  (h-iffin : 

All  movements  toward  Harper's  Ferry  liave  l»een  countermanded. 
There  is  tlierelbre  no  probabilitj' of  your  division  being  called  on  for 
immediate  active  service. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[S-J  Assifitant  Adjutaiii-deneraL 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Fcbrvary  27,  JS(;2. 
General  .T.  Hooker, 

Commanding  Division,  Gamp  Baker,  Loicer  Potomac : 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  suspend  the  movement  of 
your  division  until  further  orders. 

K.  B.  j\IAIiGY, 
[5.]  Chief  of  fStaf. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

February  27,  1R62. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Wheelinf),  Va.  : 
The  Patterson's  Creek  bridge  has  been  flred  by  rebel   guerrillas. 
Please  take  steps  to  guard  the  bridges  and  to  send,  if  possible,  two 
companies  of  cavalry  to  New  Creek  bridge  at  once.    Nothing,  1  believe, 
but  small  parties  of  rebels  along  the  lino  of  the  road. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[5.]  Major- General,  Commandinf/. 


Sandy  Hook,  February  27,  1M2 — .5.7.-7  p.  m. 
General  F.  W.  Lander: 

Did  you  receive  message  of  last  night?    Cannot  make  permanent 
bridge  here.     If  ]  determine  to  open  railioad  before  taking  Winches 
ter,  how  soon  can  you  be  in  Martinsburg?    Commence  rebuilding  road 
at  once  from  you,  and  reply,  giving  your  views  most  fully. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[5.]  Major-General. 

Washington,  1").  C,  Fehrvary  27,  JSG2. 

[General  F.  W.  Lander,] 

Paw  I'aw,  Va. : 
Have  finished  bridge;  8,000  infantry  on  Virginia  side.  Can  liold 
position  against  anything,  leaving  the  minimum  force  necessary  to 
cover  the  railroad.  Take  with  you  Williams'  brigade  and  move  on 
Martinsburg  as  rapidly  as  your  means  will  permit.  Arrange  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  railroad  as  fast  as  possible  behind  you.  Leonard  will 
be  ordered  to  join  you  at  Martinsburg.  When  can  you  be  there t  I 
will  i)robably  occupy  Charlestown  to-morrow,  or  at  latest  Friday.  My 
subsequent  movements  will  depend  upon  the  time  of  your  arrival  at 
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Martinsburg.  I  will  write  before  reaching  Winchester,  if  possible. 
Inform  nie  how  many  men  and  f?uns  I  can  count  on.  I  have  ordered 
up  re-enforcements  from  Washington. 

GEO.  P..  McCLELLAK, 

rsj  Major- General. 

Headqitartees, 

Wheelitifi,  Ta.,  February  28,  1862. 

Ma.].  Gen.  Geohge  B.  McClellan, 

Washinf/ton : 
The  following  dispatch  comes  from  my  provost-marshal  who  went  up 
the  road  on  business: 

Only  300  men  at  Ne-w  Creek.  Patterson's  Creek  bridge  beyond  here  on  tbe  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  burned;  said  by  neglect  of  guarding. 

It  is  not  the  number  of  guards,  but  attention  to  guarding  that  seems 
called  for.  No  rebel  forces  could  reach  that  bridge  without  risk  of 
capture.     Information  by  letter  about  Big  Sandy  I  sent  you  to  day. 

W.  S.  IJOSECRANS. 

[5.] 


Eebeuaey  28,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I  congratulate  you  on  having  possession  of  Charlestown.  It  is  a 
good  move.  Please  inform  me,  when  circumstances  enable  you  to 
determine,  about  what  time  you  will  be  here. 

II.  B.  MARCY, 
[5.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Ueadqttarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Waslmiffton,  I).  C,  March  2,  1862. 
General  N.  V.  Banks. 

tSandy  Hooh: 
I  fear  Lander  has  taken  direct  road  to  Bunker  Hill  instead  of  Mar- 
tinsburg. I  have  endeavored  to  recall  him,  but  fear  it  may  be  too  late. 
He  says  he  expects  he  may  have  a  fight  at  Mill  Springs  Gap  on  3d. 
Keep  a  sharp  lookout.  Hurry  the  march  of  Williams,  and  be  ready  to 
assist  Ijaiider  if  be  gets  into  trouble.  Your  best  way  to  effect  that,  if 
you  cannot  march  direct  on  Mill  Springs  (iap,  would  be  a  strong  recon- 
naissance on  Berryville.  I  still  hope  the  order  of  recall  will  reach  him 
in  time. 

[5.]  GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN. 


Camp  Chare, 
Paw  Paw,  Ta.,  March  2,  18U2 — 1  p.  m. 
General  McClellan: 

General  Lander  has  been  sleeping  under  the  influence  of  morphine 
for  twenty  hours.  A  heavy  snow  storm  has  set  in,  and  if  I  do  not 
receive  orders  to  the  contrary  from  Washington  by  2  p.  m.  of  this  day 
I  shall  order  Tyler  and  Mason  back  to  camp,  that  their  commands  niay 
not  be  exposed  to  the  storm. 

S.  F.  BAESTOW, 

[5.J  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Camp  Chase,  Paw  Paw,  Va.,  March  2,  1862. 
General  McClellan: 

General  Lander  is  very  ill.  It  ia  the  opinion  of  Brigade  Surgeons 
Bryant  and  liobison,  his  attendant  pliysicians,  that  lie  is  unlit  to  lead 
an  army  in  the  field  to  day ;  that  he  may  be  unfit  to  do  so  for  many  days. 
By  his  command  I  ordered  General  Tyler's  brigade  of  five  regiments  to 
advance  and  hold  Bloomery  Gap  by  a  road  leading  up  grade  four  miles 
from  here,  and  crossing  Great  Cacapon  by  a  bridge  laid  on  wagons  seven 
miles  from  here,  and  Colonel  Mason,  chief  of  artillery,  to  move  with  his 
support  of  two  regiments;  Tyler's  train,  with  eight  companies  of  cav- 
alry, to  Bloomery  Gap  by  the  giade  crossing  the  ford  near  Bloomery 
and  report  to  General  Tyler.  They  started  at  3  o'clock  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  at  11  last  night,  when,  from  the  report  of  the  physicians,  I 
was  assured  that  General  Lander  could  not  move  witli  the  main  body 
to-day,  1  ordered  a  halt.  This  order  found  General  Tyler  at  the  wagon 
bridge,  Colonel  Mason  ten  miles  from  this  on  the  Paw  Taw  grade.  The 
advance  moved  with  tents  and  knapsacks.  They  had  rubber  shirts, 
three  days'  subsistence  iu  haversacks  and  ten  on  wagons,  100  rounds  of 
ammunition  to  the  infantry,  200  to  the  artillery.  The  main  body  was  to 
have  moved  to-day  in  tlie  same  way.  I  can  carry  out  General  Lander's 
plan  of  moving  on  Martinsburg,  and  from  reconnaissances,  spies,  and 
deserters  am  satisfied  we  shall  meet  no  enemy  worth  notice,  nor  an 
advance  from  Winchester;  but  there  is  no  one  here  capable  of  filling  iu 
any  resi)ect  Lander's  place,  and  I  have  read  your  two  dispatches  of  yes- 
terday, and  would  respectfully  ask  whether  Lander's  proposed  ])lau  is  to 
be  <;arried  out  or  whether  the  movement  is  to  be  by  raikoad,  for  wbich 
we  have  sufficient  transportation.  Lander  has  so  much  determination 
and  energy  that  he  may  rise  from  his  sick  bed  to-day  and  take  com- 
mand, but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  these  facts  before  you  and  abide  the 
consequences. 

S.  r.  BARSTOW, 
AsHislant  Adjutant-General. 

Gamt  Chase, 
Paw  Paw,  Va.,  March  2,  lS(i2. 

General  McClellan: 

]  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram.* 
Doctor  Suckley  will  keep  you  informed  of  Geneial  Lander's  condition. 
1  have  ordered  back  Tvler's  and  Aiason's  brigades  and  they  will  be  in 
camp  in  two  hours.  Sleepy  Creek  bridge  and  Cherry  Eun  [bridge] 
will  not  be  finished  before  Tuesday  night.  We  then  can  run  to  Back 
Creelv  bridge,  three  miles  from  Hedgesville.  We  shall  have  railroad 
Iransportation  for  5,000  men  every  twenty -four  hours,  with  tents  and 
artillery.  Every  available  car  is  ordered  from  the  west  and  ten  addi- 
tional engines.  The  surgeons  give  me  little  hope  of  Lander's  recovery. 
The  next  in  command  wants  energy.  I  will  telegraydi  the  exact  posi- 
tion and  number  of  troops  protecting  tlie  railroad  and  its  bridges. 

S.  F.  BAKSTOW, 
Assintant  Adjutant-  General. 


*  Si-e  Vol.  V,  i>.  7H2. 
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Paw  Paw,  March  2,  1862. 
Governor  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 
General  Laiider  died  at  5  o'clock  tbis  afternoon  without  suffering. 
I  should  regret  that  so  firm  and  valiant  a  friend  heard  the  sad  news 
from  any  one  but 

S.  r.  BAESTOW. 


Wheeling,  Va.,  March  2,  1SC2. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Cm  you  suggest  to  General  McGlellan  to  have  me  succeed  to  General 
Lander's  command  ? 

KOBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 
[5.]  Brigadier- General. 


Pay  Paw,  Va.,  March  3,  1862. 
General  McClellan: 

This  command,  on  death  of  General  Lander,  was  turned  over  to  me, 
and  I  have  assumed  connnand  and  await  the  arrival  of  General  Shields 
and  vour  further  orders. 

NATHAN  KIMBALL, 

[5.]  Colonel  Fourteenth  Indiana,  Commanding. 


Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
Col.  K.  Kimball, 

Fourteenth  Indiana,  Paw  Paw: 
I  yesterday  sent  orders  to  Captain  Barstow  for  your  command  to 
move  at  once,  via  Hedgesville,  on  Martinsburg,  which  is  already  occu- 
pied by  our  troops.  Carry  out  this  order  at  once,  leaving  in  your  rear 
sufficient  guards  to  cover  reconstruction  of  railroad.  It  is  of  the  first 
importance  that  your  commaTid  should  reach  Martinsburg  with  least 
possible  delay.  General  Shields  wilt  join  there.  Be  sure  to  cover  the 
railway,  but  advance  the  mass  of  your  troops  to  Martinsburg  without 
waiting  for  its  completion. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[^■]  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Wheeling,  Va.,  March  3,  1862—10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  V.  Colisurn, 

Asmst((nt  Adjuta.nt- General : 
Your  dispatch  received.     General  Schenck  ordered  to  assume  com- 
mand at  Cumberland  and  report  condition  of  troops  witliout  delay 
Will  report  to  Gcneral-in-Cljicf  as  directed.     Say  to  him  failure  of  tele- 
graph lines  from  Fayette  with  information  prevented  report  on  Biff 
Sandy  as  promised.  ' 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 

[5.J 
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March  3,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W,  S.  Rosecrans,  Wheeling: 

Before  receiving  your  dispatclies  in  regard  to  (ieneral  Scbenclc  an 
order  bad  been  issued  placing  Ueiieral  Shields  in  command  of  Lander's 
troops.  The  limits  of  your  department  are  extended  to-day  to  valley 
of  South  Branch  of  Potomac. 

GEO.  B.  McGLELLAN, 

[5.]  Major-Ueneral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  3,  1862. 
General  Rosecrans,  Wheeling,  Ya.: 

The  limits  of  your  dep.artment  have  been  extended  to  take  in  the ' 
valleys  of  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  the  Cow  Pasture  Branch 
of  James,  the  valley  of  the  James  to  Balcony  Falls,  the  valley  of  the 
Roanoke  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  the  New  River  Valley.  The  order 
will  be  sent  as  soon  as  ready  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office.  The 
General-in-Ghief  directs  that  you  at  once  cause  an  inspection  of  the 
railroad  guards,  and  the  troops  in  this  new  portion  of  your  department 
to  be  made.  General  Lander's  available  force  will  go  to  Bunker  Hill 
and  be  joined  by  General  Williams'  brigade.  Banks  has  two  brigades 
at  Charlestown,  and  Sedgwick  two  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Tliis  occupation 
will  prevent  any  large  force  of  the  enen)y  moving  on  Bomney  or  vicinity. 
Please  examine  the  case  at  once  and  state  what  re-enforcements  to  your 
command,  if  any,  are  necessary.  State  whether  you  will  require  any 
more  cavalry. 

A.  X.  COLBURN, 

[5.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  ]:)epabtment. 


March  3,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  Robert  0.  Schenck,  ^'heeling,  Ya.: 

Yesterday,  upon  receipt  of  General  Lander's  ilhiess,  Major-General 
McGlellan  placed  General  Sliields  in  comniaud  of  the  division,  or  I 
should  be  happy  to  confer  the  command  upon  yourself. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

No.  13.  \  -Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  March  3,  1862. 

In  order  to  lacilitate  the  administration  of  justice  by  general  court- 
martial,  and  by  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  December 
21,  18(U,  the  command  at  Newport  News,  consisting  ot  (Japtani  How- 
ard's light  Company  L,  Fourth  Artillery,  the  First,  Second,  Seventh, 
and  Eleventh  Regiments  New  York  Volunteers,  the  Twentieth  Regi- 
ment Indiana  Volunteers,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers  is  constituted  a  separate  brigade,  to  be  known  as  the 
First  Brigade,  First  Division  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  to  be 
commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  ]Mansfleld,  U.  S.  Army. 

Bv  command  of  MaiorGeneral  Wool:  „ 

^  WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
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Camp  Chask, 
Paw  Paw,  Fa,,  March  4,  ]863 — 1  p.  m. 
General  McClellan: 

I  liave,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  General  Lander,  commenced 
forwarding  troops  by  rail  to  Martinsburg.  I  loaded  one  battery  with 
baggage  and  equipments  this  evening  and  will  start  5,000  infantry 
with  this  battery  in  the  morning.  Captain  Barstow,  aide-de-camp  of 
Lander,  who  asked  to  be  recalled,  expresses  a  desire  now  to  remain, 
and,  if  lie  can  be,  to  be  i)laced  on  General  Shields'  staff.  I  desire  him 
to  remain  with  me  until  General  Shields  arrives. 

N.  KIMBALL, 
Colonel,  Acting  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
[5.1 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Poto3IAC, 

March  5,  1862. 
General  Hooker,  Camj)  Baker: 

General  Heintzelman  sent  out  two  men  to  cross  the  Occoquan  and 
go  to  Dumfries,  but  he  says  the  avenues  are  all  strictly  guarded  from 
this  side.  Cannot  you  send  a  negro  or  two  or  more  to  cross  below  and 
come  up  on  the  road  from  Dumfries?  If  so,  send  there  at  once,  and 
offer  them  a  large  reward  if  they  are  successful  in  getting  im]jortant 
information  and  return  soon. 

K.  B.  MARCY, 
[5.J  Chief  of  Staff. 


March  C,  186i'. 
General  R.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  will  be  up  in  the  morning.     I  have  the  information  you  require.    I 
was  at  the  outposts  when  your  telegram  arrived. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
[5.]  Brigadier-General. 

Heauqtjauters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  March  7,  1862. 
Mr.  Garrett, 

President  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  Baltimore: 
It  is  most  important  that  the  railroad  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry  sliould 
be  completed  with  the  least  possible  delay.  John  W.  Murphy,  333  Wal- 
nut street,  Philadelphia,  will  build  the  bridge  at  once  by  means  of  sus- 
pension scaflblding.  The  river  is  said  to  be  falling,  however,  and  you 
may  be  able  to  use  ordinary  scaffolding.  The  operations  of  the  army 
are  dependent  upon  your  action  in  this  matter. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[^•]  General-in-Chief. 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  March  9,  1862. 
Colonel  iNOrALLS, 

Quartermaster,  Annapolis : 
Sbould  the  Merrimac,  which  did  so  much  damage  at  Newport  News 
attempt  anything  at  Annapolis,  it  is  believed  that  the  best  defense 
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■would  be  an  attack  by  a  number  of  swift  steamers  full  of  men,  who 
sbould  board  her  by  a  sudden  rush,  fire  down  through  her  hatches  or 
grated  deck,  and  throw  cartridges  or  shells  down  her  smoke  pipe.  Sac- 
rifice the  steamers  in  order  to  retake  the  Merrimac.  If  an  over- 
whelming force  can  be  thus  thrown  on  board,  there  will  be  little  loss  of 
life,  though  the  steamer  transports  may  be  destroyed.  Of  course, the 
steamers  should  be  provided  with  ladders,  planks,  and  grapples  to 
board  with.  The  Merrimac  has  iron  sides,  sloping  above  water  to  a 
deck  about  nine  feet  wide,  sai<l  to  be  an  iron-grated  deck.  Promotion, 
ample  reward  awaits  whoever  takes  or  destroys  her.  You,  of  course, 
have  a  swift  steamer  outside  on  the  lookout. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

[5.]  Quartermaster-  General. 

Washinoton,  March  !)^  1S('>;> — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Dix, 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Merrimac  sunk  the  Cumberland;  the  Congress  surrendered.  Minne- 
sota and  St.  Lawrence  ran  aground  approaching  scene  of  contest.  At 
8.30  last  night  Merrimac  had  retired  to  Craney  Island.  Please  be  fully 
on  alert.  See  that  Fort  Carroll  is  placed  in  a  condition  for  detense 
as  rapidly  as  possible  in  case  Merrimac  should  run  by  Fort  Monroe. 
T'^ntil  further  orders  stop  passage  of  army  transports  passing  from 
Philadelphia  to  Annapolis  and  Perryville  by  canal.  What  is  condition 
of  Fort  Carroll? 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAN, 
|5.|  Major-General,  U.  8.  Army. 


Headqtatjteks  Army  of  thk  Potomac, 

March  U,  IfinS. 

General  J.  E.  Wool, 

Fort  Monroe: 
General  Dix  has  been  ordered  to  send  you  4,000  men  as  rapidly  as 
possible.    Do  you  want  any  more  re-enforcements  for  defensive  pur- 
poses '? 

R.  B.  MAKCY, 
[9.]  Chief  of  Sta,ff. 

Heabquakters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  March  10,  1SG3. 

General  N.  P.  Banks, 

Charlestoiim,  Va.  : 

Information  from  various  sources  goes  to  show  that  the  enemy  has 
abandoned  (Jenterville  and  jirobably  Manassas.  All  their  batteries  on 
the  Potomac  have  been  abandoned.  Some  of  our  scouts  say  that  a 
part  of  the  forces  from  Manassas  have  gone  to  Winchester.  I  think 
you  would  do  well  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  any  re-enforcements  have 
reached  Winchester  or  en  route.  General  Dana  is  ready  this  morning 
to  move  to  Harper's  Ferry  if  his  canal-boats  have  arrived.  He  will  be 
directed  to  report  to  you  from  Harper's  Ferry. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

rs  I  Chief  of  Staff. 
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First  Brioadk,  I'ranklin's  Division, 

Centerville,  March  10,  1862—1.30  p.  in. 
Captain  Purdy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
Sir  :  As  T  informed  you  yesterday,  I  was  led  to  drive  back  the  enemy's 
pickets,  from  information  that  seemed  somewhat  reliable.  At  night  I 
occupied  Burke's  Station  carefully  and  Fairfax  Court-House,  Fairfax 
Station,  and  the  intermediate  line,  as  well  as  Sansster's  Station,  with 
regiments  or  strong  detachments.  This  morning  I  occupied  at  12.;50 
p.  m.  Centerville  with  a  detacliment  of  the  First  Infantry,  the  regi- 
ment following,  entering  Centerville  by  the  old  Braddock  road.  The 
lust  detachment  of  the  enemy  left  late  last  night,  blowing  up  the 
bridges  on  Cub  and  Bull  Kuns.  I  have  also  this  day  oi^cupied  Sang- 
ster's  Station  with  the  Third  New  Jersey  ^'olunteers,  pushing  heavy 
detachments  to  the  front.  I  was  without  orders,  but  necessarily  found 
myself  occupying  the  country  in  advance  of  all  the  columns,  as  a  nec- 
essary precaution  for  my  own  flanks,  even  securing  Burke's  Station 
and  all  that  railroad  most  perfectly. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — T  have  to  state  that  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  as  at  Centerville, 
the  columns  found  my  troops  previously  in  occupation. 

r.5.1  '  KEARNY. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  March  11,  1802 — 9  a.  m. 
General  E.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  troops  tonight  will  be  as  follows:  INFcDowcll  at  Centerville  and 
Germantown;  Porter  and  Franklin  here;  Smith,  Flint  Hill;  McCall, 
Hunter's  Mill;  Blenker,  near  Burke's  Station;  Sumner  at  Sangster'sor 
at  Union  Mills  if  railway  can  be  lepuired  in  time;  Cooke  at  Center- 
ville; headquarters  here.  See  that  supplies  reach.  No  new  orders 
given  the  regular  infantry  and  Hunt's  artillery;  they  halt. 

[5.]  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  March  11,  1862 — .9  p.  m. 
General  R.  B.  Marcy  : 

Dispatch  received.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  come  in  to-night.  I 
am  completely  tired  out.  Be  careful  to  have  copies  of  all  my  dispatches 
of  any  importance  sent  to  the  President  and  Secretary.  See  the 
Secretary  about  ordering  transportation  to  Washington. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[5-  ]  Majo  r-  General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac 

No.  71.  j:  Fairfax  Court-House,  V a.,  March  12,1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth  is  relieved  from  duty  with  his  brigade 
and  will  report  in  person  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
[^■]  Assistant  Ad'iutant- General. 
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War  Department, 
Washinyton  City,  1).  C,  March  12, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McGlellan  : 

Mr.  Tucker  has  beeu  iustiucted  to  report  to  you  in  person,  and  to 
follow  your  directions  in  everything  relative  to  transports,  being 
relieved  of  all  other  and  detailed  for  that  special  purpose.* 

EDWIN  M.  BTANTON, 
[5-]  Secretary  of  War. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  75.  )  Fairfax  Court-Eouse,  Ya.,  March  13,  1862. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny  is  relieved  from  duty  with  his  brigade 
(Franklin's  division),  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sum- 
ner, to  relieve  hiiu  in  the  command  of  his  division. 

'2.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  S.  Hamilton  is  relieved  from  duty  with  his 
brigade  (Banks'  division),  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P. 
Heintzelnian,  to  relieve  him  in  the  command  of  his  division. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch  will  at  once  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes 
in  the  command  of  his  division. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  liufus  King  will  at  once  relieve  Maj.  Gen.  Irvin 
McDowell  in  the  command  of  iiis  division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

A.  V.  GOLBURN, 
[5.J  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Fairfax  Court-Bouse,  Va.,  March  13,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  council  of  commanders  of  army  corps  have  unanimously  agreed 
upon  a  plan  of  operations.  General  McDowell  will  at  once  proceed 
with  it  to  Washington  and  lay  it  before  you. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[5.J  Major- General,  U.  B.  Army. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  J).  C,  March  13,  1862. 
Major-General  McClisllan: 

Whatever  plan  has  beeu  agreed  ui)on,  proceed  at  once  to  execute, 
without  losing  an  hour  for  any  approval. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[5.1  Secretary  of  War. 


HEADCiUARTERS  ArMY  OF  THE    POTOMAC, 

Fairfax  Station,  March  13,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  11.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Direct  General  Banks  to  send  one  of  his  divisions  at  once  to  Cen- 
terville  by  the  Little  Kiver  pike  through  Snicker's  Gap,  Aldie,  Pleasant 
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Valley,  taking  the  road  from  Sauders'  toll-gate  to  Centerville.  Tbe 
otber  division  will  move  as  soou  after  as  possible.  He  will  find  no 
supplies  on  the  road,  consequently  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to 
bring  supplies  to  last  him  to  Centerville.  After  his  arrival  there  he 
can  draw  su])plies  for  [from]  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  liailroad,  prob- 
ably from  TJ  nion  Mills. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
rg  1  31ajor- General. 

]^o.  1.]  War  Department, 

Washinfiton  City,  1).  C,  March  14,  1862. 

MaJ.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

The  instructions  you  requested  last  night  have  been  given  to  Gen- 
eral Wool  0  a.  m.*  Please  number  each  day  your  dispatches  to  this 
Dei)artment. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX, 

[5.  J  Secretary  of  War. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  77.  \  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  March  Id,  1802. 

3.  So  much  of  Spe(;ial  Orders,  No.  75,  current  series,  from  tliese 
headquarters  as  relieves  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny  li-om  command  of 
his  brigade  and  assigns  him  to  duty  as  commander  of  General  Sum- 
ner's division  is  revoked. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  I.  B.  Eichardson  is  relieved  from  dnty  witli  his  brigade 
(Heintzelman's  division),  and  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner 
to  relieve  him  in  the  command  of  his  division. 

*****  ♦  * 

6,  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  Schriver,  Eleventh  Infantry,  is  assigned  to 
the  dnty  with  the  First  Army  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as 
chief  of  staff,  and  will  at  once  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell, 
commanding  cor])S. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

EICHD.  B.  lEWIN, 
Captain  and  Aide-dc-Camp,  Acting  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 
[o.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  81.  )    Near  Alexandria  tSeminary,  Va.,  March  16,1862. 

******* 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer  will  immediately  report  for  dnty  to 
Brig.  (Jen.  Silas  Casey,  commanding  division.  Fourth  Corps. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch  will  report  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen. 
Irvin  McDowell,  commanding  First  Corps,  for  assignment  by  him  to 
the  command  of  his  cavalry. 

4.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  will  proceed  immediately  to  organize  a 
brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore  for  active  service.  Brig.  Gen. 
H.  H.  Lockwood  is  assigned  to  its  command.  All  troops  serving  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  not  actually  needed  for  the 

*  Sec  Stanton  to  Wool,  8.45  a.  ni.,  Vol.  V,  p.  754. 
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proper  protection  of  the  telesrapli  line,  will  be  witlidrawn  for  duty 
with  this  brigade.  General  Dix  will  report  by  letter  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  brigade. 

G.  Brig.  Gen.  Abrain  Duryea  is  relieved  from  duty  under  Major- 
General  Dix  and  will  immediately  report  in  person  to  Brig.  (4en. 
James  S.  Wadsworth,  Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Oolumbia. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan: 

KIOHD.  B.  TRWIN, 
Captain  and  Aide-Ue-Camp,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[5.] 


Special  Okdees,  )  Hdqks.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

jS'o.  83.  (  Kear  Alexandria  iSeminary,  Va.,  March  17, 1862. 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Montgomery,  upcm  being  relieved  as  hereinafter 
directed,  will  immediately  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  for  assign- 
ment by  him  to  duty  at  Annapolis. 

11.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Wadsworth,  having  been  assigned  to  duty  by 
the  direction  of  the  President  as  Military  Governor  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  will,  besides  the  military  command  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
assume  the  charge  of  the  defenses  north  and  south  of  the  Potomac  iu 
the  vicinity  of  Washington. 

The  limits  of  his  command  will  embrace  the  District  of  Oolumbia,  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  the  grounds  in  front  of  and  hi  the  vicinity  of  tlie 
defensive  works  south  of  the  Potomac  from  the  Occoquan  to  i)iflicult 
Creek,  and  the  post  of  Fort  Washington.  He  will  have  charge  of  the 
lirovisional  brigades  comprised  of  new  troops  arriving  in  Washington 
and  will  exercise  supervision  over  troops  temporarily  in  the  city. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McGlellau  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[5.] 


General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  General  Foster's  Brigade, 

>         Department  of  North  Carolina, 
No.  11.  )  Neio  Berne,  March  17, 1862. 

General  Foster  again  congratulates  his  brigade  on  the  brilliant  vic- 
tory in  which  they  i^articipated  and  by  their  steadiness  and  valor  con- 
tributed so  much  to  win,  and  renews  most  sincerely  his  thanks  for  the 
endurance  of  hardship,  steadiness,  coolness  under  fire,  and  willing, 
jirompt  obedience  shown  by  all  from  the  moment  of  landing.  The 
test  was  more  severe  than  at  Roanoke  Island,  and  as  General  Foster 
Judged  by  their  conduct  then  what  it  would  be  here,  it  is  the  highest 
praise  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  equaled  or  surpassed 
his  expectations.  He  believes  and  hopes  that  each  successive  action 
will  but  add  to  the  laurels  won  already  by  the  brigade  he  is  proud  to 
command. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 

[9.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  [March  18,]  1862 — 3  p,  m. 
General  McClellan: 

Burnside's  official  report  has  arrived.*  The  battle  was  a  hard  one; 
our  loss  heavy;  the  victory  signal.  I  will  be  down  with  the  dispatclies. 
Please  meet  me  at  the  wharf. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Washington^  March  18,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B,  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  received  this  morning  the  order t  of  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  directing  the  First,  Second, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Army  Corps  to  be  at  once  concentrated  on  their 
divisions  nearest  Alexandria,  and  that  their  commanders  should  at  once 
establish  their  headquarters  with  their  troops ;  that  the  headquarters 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  being  in  the  iield,  no  general  officer  will 
leave  his  command  without  permission  from  general  headquarters,  the 
perfection  of  the  new  organization  rendering  it  necessary  to  conform 
to  this  order  without  delay.  So  far  as  the  above  touches  me,  I  beg  you 
will  please  represent  that  I  have  had  my  headquarters  temporarily  at 
this  place,  in  order  to  fulfill  the  instructions  and  wishes,  as  I  supposed, 
of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I,  yes- 
terday, was  occupied  in  endeavoring  to  arrange  with  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  have  its  co-operation  in  the  movement  and  landing  of  the  First 
Corps  and  in  endeavoring  to  perfect  the  new  organization  by  getting 
some  indispensable  staff  officers,  whom  I  should  have  at  once  to  con- 
sult with  the  naval  officer  and  my  chief  of  staff,  so  as  to  avoid  con- 
fusion when  active  operations  arc  commenced.  As  directed,  I  shall 
comply  at  once  with  the  order  to  place  my  headquarters  near  Alexan- 
dria, and  leave  unfinished  the  objects  I  liave  been  trying  to  accomplish. 
As  the  whole  of  the  First  Corps  could  not  embark  together  as  decided 
upon  for  several  days,  I  had  permitted  King's  division  to  occupy  its 
former  camp,  that  the  men  in  the  meantime  might  be  the  more  com- 
fortable. In  addition  to  what  I  have  previously  reported  by  telegraph 
to  the  major-general  commanding,  I  beg  to  state  in  reference  to  my 
naval  co-operation  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  assured  me 
that  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  Navy  should  be  at  once  made  avail- 
able. He  is  to  furnish  a  written  statement  of  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  vessels.  He  is  also  to  designate  a  naval  officer  to  have 
charge  of  the  fleet  of  transports.  Late  yesterday  afternocm  this  had 
not  yet  been  done.  The  questions  of  moving  aiid  feeding  the  First 
Corps  in  its  operations  and  supplying  it  with  ammunitioTi  require  that 
the  proper  officers  of  these  departments  should  be  assigned  to  mo  and 
that  they  may  co-operate  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  done  before  the 
movement  takes  place.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  see  to  these  (lues- 
tions  nor  to  having  an  inspector-general  assigned,  and  I  have  to  re(iuest 
you  will  see  that  it  is  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iRviN  Mcdowell. 


*  See  Vol.  IX,  p.  197. 
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Chap.  LXm.]  COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  555 

[WaK  ])EPAR'rMENT, 
Washinfiton,  f).  C,  March  19,  1862.] 
Major-General  MoClbllan, 

Alexandria : 
Please  inform  Mr.  Scott  what  arrangements  you  desire  to  be  made 
for  troops  at  Fortress  Monroe,  if  any  are  to  be  landed  there.     I  have 
directed  Scott's  message  for  me  to  be  transmitted  to  you.* 

P]DW1N  M.  STANTON, 
[11.]  Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  |         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Yirginia, 

No.  2;3.  )  Fort  Monroe,  Vu.,  March  19,  1863. 

With  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  honor  conferred  on  the 
major-general  commanding  the  Department  of  Virginia,  the  following 
order  is  announced: 

Wasiongton,  March  IS,  ISO;.'. 
Orilered,  That  in  recognition  of  faithful  service  hy  ii  (Ustiugui.shcil  and  gallant 
officer,  the  name  of  the  fort  on  the  Rip  Raps  he  changed  from  Port  Calhoun  to  Fort 
Wool,  by  ■which  latter  name  it  shall  henceforth  bo  known  and  designated. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

tiecretary  of  War. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Wool: 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

[9.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Signal  Corps, 

No.  24.  ]  Alexandria,  Va.,  March  19,  18C,2. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  chief  of  the  corps  that  iirompt  recognition  should 
follow  meritoiious  service.     It  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  every  signal  officer  who  shall  skillfully  and  bravely 
carrjr  in  action  and  use  his  signal  flag  shall  hereafter  wliile  serving  as 
signal  officer  bear  upon  his  service  flags  a  star  in  jflace  of  the  block 
now  occupying  the  center,  and  one  flag  which  said  oilicer  shall  be 
entitled  to  carry  on  all  occasions  of  ceremony,  or  to  use  at  his  discre- 
tion, shall  be  decorated  as  follows:  First.  The  name  of  the  action  in 
which  the  star  is  won  shall  be  inscribed  in  black  letters  upon  the  upper 
point  of  the  star,  the  names  of  subsequent  actions  in  which  this  flag  is 
distinguished  shall  be  borne  inscribed  upon  the  other  arms  of  the  star 
in  succession,  numbering  to  the  right  of  the  central  and  iipper  point. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  chief  signal  oflicer  that  the  battle-flag  won  by  any 
officer  during  this  war  should  become  the  property  of  the  officer  at  its 
close.  After  each  action  chief  officers  of  sections,  half  sections,  or 
parties  will  report  in  writing  the  name  of  each  and  every  oflicer  who 
has  faithfully  done  his  duty  in  tliat  action,  specifying  his  position  and 
the  character  of  the  service  done  by  him. 

Each  signal  officer  will  in  addition  forward  through  the  chief  signal 
oflicer  a  detailed  report  of  the  duty  done  by  him,  specifying,  so  far  as  is 
practicable,  the  messages  sent  by  him,  the  place  to  which  they  were  sent, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  sent.  These  records 
will  be  preserved  at  the  office  of  the  Signal  Officer  at  Washington. 

The  distribution  of  battle  flags  will  be  regulated  from  the  list  of 
names  thus  furnished  by  chiefs  of  sections  or  parties,  and  from  the 
official  reports  of  names  by  general  or  other  officers  commanding  in  the 

*  See  Vol.  XI.  Part  III.  n.  21. 
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field.  It  must  be  borue  in  miDd  that  battle-flags  are  to  be  won  by 
calmly,  skillfully,  and  faithfully  doing  duty  'wherever  the  officer  may 
be  iiosted,  whether  under  or  out  of  fire.  It  is  essential  solely  that  the 
service  shall  be  performed  and  the  officers  shown  to  have  rendered  dis- 
tinguished service. 

First  Lieut.  William  S.  Cogswell,  Company  I,  Fifth  Regiment  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  and  First  Lieut.  Heniy  S.  Tafltt,  Company  li, 
Fifteenth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting  signal  officers, 
having  carried  their  flags  in  action  at  Port  Royal  Ferry,  iS.  C,  and  in 
a  manner  to  receive  the  official  approbation  and  mention  of  the  military 
and  naval  officers  under  whom  they  were  serving,  will  hereafter  bear 
upon  their  battle-flags  a  star  h.aving  inscribed  "Port  Royal  Ferry"  in 
place  of  the  bloc^k  now  borne.  The  name  of  the  non-commis.sioned 
oflicer  or  private  who  acted  as  flagman  during  the  action  for  which  any 
flag  is  decorated  will  be  reported  to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances,  in  order  that  the  name  of  the  flagman  may 
be  laid  before  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  list  of  those  who  have 
rendered  meritorious  service. 

By  order  of  Maj.  A.  J.  Myer: 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 

[11.]  Adjutani. 


Special  Oeders,  |    Wak  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  GO.  )  Washington,  March  2o,  ]8G2. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  the 
operation  of  the  instructions  of  Marcli  7, 18(52,  to  report  to  the  chief  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  and  will  report  without  delay  to  Major-General 
Hunter,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

"[l^-]  Adjiitant- General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  5.  j  Wheeling,  March  20,  J8C3. 

'f  #  *  *  *  #  5, 

2.  By  direction  of  the  War  Department  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Denver  is 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Mountain  Department,  and  lie  will  proceed 
wirh  liis  stalf  and  report  to  General  Ilalleck  for  orders.  He  is  ]>er- 
mitted  transportation  lor  one  horse  each  for  liimself  and  stafl'. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  Rosecrans : 

GEO.  L.  HARTSTJFF, 

[^2.]  Ansistant  Adjufunt-Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

^o.  61.  )  Washington,  March  21,  1862. 

11.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen   Harvey  Brown,  U.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  all  the  forts  m  New  York  Harbor,  but  will  not  interfere 
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with  the  recruiting  service  or  with  tlie  special  duties  assigned  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel liurkc  in  connection  with  the  prisoners  under  liis  charge 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.THOMAS, 

l^^-J  Adjutant-General, 

Seminary,  March  21. 1862—8  p.  m. 
Don.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  been  waiting  some  time  expecting  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that 
Porter's  division  was  under  way.  When  1  left  town  this  afternoon  his 
iirtillery  was  on  board  and  the  infantry  rapidly  embarking.  Everything 
going  on  in  good  order  and  expeditiously.  Still  find  capacity  of  many 
transports  overrated. 

GEO.  B.  McOLiaLAN, 
111-]  Major- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Washington,  March  21,  1863. 
General  J.  Hooicek, 

Budd'is  Ferry,  Md.: 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  preparations,  by 
reducing  the  baggage  of  your  command  to  the  allowance  authorized 
by  general  orders,  for  embarking  upon  river  transports.  You  will  be 
relieved  by  General  Sedgwick  in  a  few  days,  and  your  division  will 
probably  follow  General  Porter's. 

E.  B.  MAKCY, 
[11.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquaetkks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  J).  C,  March  22,  1862—8  p.  m. 
Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

Please  remain  at  Fortress  Monroe  for  instructions,  and  report  to  me 
daily  the  state  of  affairs. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

[11.]  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Washington,  1>.  C,  March  22,  1862 — 7.:J6  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

General  Davies  wishes  to  be  assigned  for  duty  in  General  Hallcck's 
department,  but  I  will  not  do  it  if  you  wish  to  have  him  in  your  com- 
mand. Please  signify  to  me  your  wishes.  I  am  rejoiced  you  are  get- 
ting along  so  well. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
[ll.J 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  2.  i  Wheeling,  March  22,  1862. 

I.  Asst.  Surg.  W.  A,  Hammond  and   Asst.  Surg.  E.   S.  Dunster, 


558  Ml).,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  8.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXIII. 

department.    The  medical  director  will  give  them  suck  instructions  as 
are  necessary  for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

11.  Brig.  Surg.  George  Suckley  will  pioceed  to  Wheeling,  Va.,  and 
relieve  Asst.  Surg.  W.  A.  Hammond  in  the  duties  of  medical  purveyor 
in  this  department. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Kosecrans : 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 

Mo.l  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Special  Obbers,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  89.  (        Near  Alexandria  Seminary,  March  23,  1862. 

,#**»*  * 

4.  In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  "War,  Brig. 

Gen.  Thomas  A.  Davics  is  relieved  from  duty  with  this  army  and  will 

without  delay  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  ilalleck,  commanding  the 

Department  of  the  Mississippi. 

*»*»♦** 

10.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  R.  Patrick,  volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  King's  division.  First  Corps,  and  will  report  accordingly  without 
delay. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[12.1  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hbqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  90.  \  Near  Alexandria  Seminary,  Va.,  March  ^'-i,  1862. 

2.  The  cavalry  serving  with  this  army  is  assigned  to  duty  as  follows: 
To  the  First  Army  Cori)s,  McDowell's:  Second  New  York  Cavalry, 
Col.  J.  M.  Davies;  First  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  McReynolds; 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch  to  have  command  of  the  cavalry  serving  with 
the  First  Army  Corps.  To  the  Second  Army  Corps,  Sumner's:  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  Colojiel  Van  Alen ;  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Col- 
onel Farnsworth,  heretofore  serving  with  Hamilton's  division.  Third 
Cori)s ;  one  squadron  of  the  Sixth  New  Y'^ork  Cavalry,  Colonel  Devin. 
Brig.  Gen. will  report  to  General  Sumner  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  cavalry  serving  with  his  corps.  To  the  Third  Army  Corps, 
Heintzelman's :  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Averell;  First 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  Colonel  Wyndham.  To  the  Fourth  Corps,  Keyes' : 
First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Bayard,  now  serving  with  McCall's 
division,  First  Corps;  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (late  Friedman's); 
Fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  I)icke],now  serving  with  Blenker's 
division.  Second  Corps,  To  the  Fifth  Corps,  Banks':  Fifth  New  York 
Cavalry,  Colonel  De Forest;  First  Vermont  Cavalry,  Colonel  Holliday; 
First  Michigan  Cavalry,  Colonel  Brodhead;  First  New  England  Cav- 
alry, Colonel  Lawton ;  First  Maine  Cavalry,  Colonel  Allen ;  the  Maryland 
cavalry  (eighteen  companies);  the  battalion  of  Pennsylvania  cavalry 
and  the  squadrou  of  Virginia  cavalry  now  with  Shields'  division.  The 
Cavalry  Reserve  will  be  commanded  by  Brig,  Gen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke, 
U.  S,  Anny,  and  will  consist  of  two  brigades,  as  follows :  First  Brigade, 
to  be  commanded  by  Brig,  Gen.  W,  H.  Emory:  Fifth  U,  S.  Cavalry, 
Sixth  U.  H.  Cavalry,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Rush.  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  Col.  George  A.  H.  Blake,  First 
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Cavalry:  First  U.  S.  Cavalry,  EigLtli  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Gregg,  now  serving  with  Porter's  division.  Third  Army  Corps;  Barker's 
squadron  of  Ulinois  cavalry;  Captain  Mann's  Fifth  Company  of  Oneida 
Cavalry.  The  Third  Indiana,  now  Avith  Hooker's  division,  Third  Army 
Corps,  to  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  Military 
Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Such  of  the  above-named  regi- 
ments and  detachments  as  are  not  now  serving  with  the  commands  to 
which  they  are  assigned  will  be  immediately  reported  by  letter  to  the 
commanders  indicated,  but  will  continue  on  duty  as  at  present  until 
further  orders.  A  full  report  of  the  strength  and  condition  of  each 
regiment  and  detachment  of  cavalry  will  be  immediately  torwarded  to 
these  headquarters  through  the  chief  of  cavalry. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[11  and  12.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  2-1,  J8G2. 
General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Please  have  operator  at  Winchester  keep  me  constantly  informed  as 
to  state  of  affairs.     Ascertain  how  many  troops  are  left  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  what  went  from   there  to  the  front.    The  railroad   and 
bridge  should  not  be  left  entirely  unguarded. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 


[12.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Seminary,  March  24,  1862 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Chief  Engineer,  Washington  : 
I  am  endeavoring  to  get  some  accurate  dataas  to  width  of  streams.  It 
seems  to  me  a  necessity  that  we  should  have  at  least  enough  bateaux 
with  Third  and  Fourth  Corps  to  form  a  bridge  for  heavy  artillery;  all 
beyond  that  should  go  to  First  Corps.  The  fact  of  sending  train  to 
Third  Corps  does  not  make  it  necessary  to  laijd  them  all  there;  they 
will  be  available  for  First  Corps,  while  if  they  remain  here  with  the 
First  Corps,  the  Third  and  Fourth  may  be  tied  fast. 

'  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General. 

[11-]  

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  I>.  C,  March  20,  18C2. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Sprague: 

Sir:  It  is  the  desire  of  this  Department  that  you  should  accompany 
the  forces  of  the  United  States  now  oj)erating  from  the  Potomac,  and 
render  assistance  in  the  care  and  comfort  of  the  troops  from  your  Sta-te, 
and  make  report  to  this  Department.  You  are  authorized  to  receive 
your  necessary  transportation,  forage,  and  subsistence,  and  the  olMcers 
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of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  fur- 
nish the  same  ujjon  your  requisition  to  the  same  extent  furnished  to  a 
brigadier-general  in  service. 
Yours,  truly, 

EDWIX  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[11-]  

Headquakters  Second  Army  Corps, 

March  2(i,  1862. 
Assistant  Adjxttant-General, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Your  telegram  of  the  25th  has  just  been  received.  I  am  in  bivouac 
on  Cedar  Run,  liaving  crossed  the  stream  this  afternoon.  1  am  four 
miles  from  Warrenton  Junction  and  shall  move  on  that  point  to-morrow 
morning.  The  enemy  is  reported  in  force  near  me,  but  1  do  not  credit 
the  rumor.    I  shall  be  vigilant. 

E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 
Brigadier- General,  IT.  S.  Army,  Vommandinq. 
[12.1 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  2ii,  1862. 
Brig.  Cen.  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Beyond  Mnnassaa : 

General  Banks  was  yesterday  live  miles  below  Strasburg,  on  the 
road  to  Mount  Jackson,  in  full  pursuit  of  the  enemy  under  Jackson, 
defeated  by  (leneral  Shields  on  the  2od,  four  miles  from  Winchester, 
and  still  retreating.  Our  loss  was  about  150  killed  and  between  300 
and  400  wounded.  Enemy's  loss  estimated  at  350  killed  and  nearly 
l^iOO  wounded.  Many  dead  and  wounded  were  abandoned  in  his 
retreat.  Banks  has  with  him  now  part  of  his  old  division  and  the 
whole  of  Shields'.  Shields  himself  is  at  Winchester,  prostrated  by  a 
wound  received  in  a  skirmish  on  the  day  before.  Tlie  telegraph  is 
being  pushed  forward  to  Strasburg. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[12.] 


IIeadqxtarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Alexandria,  March  26,  1862 — 12,50  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks: 

{\u\.  Harper's  Ferry  and  Strasbiarg.) 
Sumner,  with  two  divisions,  is  on  the  march  from  Manassas  to  War- 
renton Junction.  1  have  no  positive  news  from  him,  but  Ijave  just  sent 
for  it,  and  will  inform  you  from  time  to  time  all  1  learn  from  him.  His 
movement  will  tend  to  relieve  you  and  prevent  re  enforcements  from 
going  to  Jackson.  What  news  have  you  of  the  rebels*  I  do  not  attach 
much  weight  to  the  rumors  of  Jackson  being  re-enforced,  but  be  well 
on  the  alert  and  push  them  well. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
11--]  Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

March  fJO,  1862—10  p.  m. 
Ma].  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

Btrashtirg,  Ya.: 
Your  telegram  received.  General  McOlellan  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Sumner  is  witliin  four  miles  of  Warreuton  Junction  with  two 
divisions;  he  will  occupy  that  place  to-morrow  morning  aud  throw  his 
scouts  well  to  the  front;  until  he  hears  further  from  him  and  from  your- 
self he  can  give  you  no  instructions.  "Will  probably  hear  early  in  the 
morning  and  will  then  send  you  instructions. 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  93.  )  Near  Alexandria  ^eminarii,  Va.,  March  27,  lf^C,2. 

*  jf  *  *  *  *  * 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  George 
Cooke  for  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Cavalry  Iteserve. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maior-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters, 
Baltimore,  March  27,  1862. 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  Amory, 

Commanding  iSeventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers : 

Colonel  :  You  will  take  command  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Few 
York  Artillery,  the  Second  Regiment  Maryland  Volunteers,  the  Seven- 
teenth Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the  One  hundred  aud 
third  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  now  embarking  in  this  city  and 
Annapolis,  and  proceed  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  where  lighters  will  be  in 
readiness  to  take  them  over  the  inner  bar,  and  where  you  may  expect 
to  And  orders  from  Major-General  Burnside,  to  whom  you  may  report. 
In  making  the  voyage  it  is  desirable  that  the  trausi)orts  should  be  in 
company  with  each  other  in  order  to  afl'ord  assistance  or  relief  in  case 
of  accident  or  necessity. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

[12.]  Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker,  Lower  Potomac,  Md.,  March  27, 1862. 

Col.  GiLMAN  MARSTON, 

Commanding  Second  Nciv  JTampshirc  h'cginient  : 
Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division  directs 
that  you  detail  two  companies  from  your  regiment  to  proceed  to  Run 
Point  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  embark  on  one  of  the  steamers  of  the 
flotilla  for  Evansport,  on  the  Virginia  shore.  You  will  then  secure  a 
Blakely  gun  in  battery  on  that  point,  aud  leave  it  in  position  to  be 
taken  by  the  flotilla.  The  general  suggests  that  you  borrow  the  barges 
of  the  First  Massachusetts  and  Seventh  New  Jersey  Regiments  for  the 
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purpose  of  embarking  aud  disembarking  from  tbe  steamer.  On  tbe 
execution  of  these  instructions  tbe  dctaclnnent  will  return  to  tbeir 
regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
[12.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wak  Department, 
WasMn(jton,  D.  C,  March  28,  1862—5.15  p.  m. 

Peter  H.  Watson,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Cherrystone  Point  : 
Your  dispatcb  very  gratifying.*  Do  whatever  you  think  best  in 
regard  to  tlie  big  gun,  or  that  will  benciit  the  service  in  any  respect. 
You  had  better  stay  a  few  days  and  see  the  fight.  You  cannot  do  as 
much  good  al^ywhere  else.  Compliments  to  General  Wool  and  Mr. 
Tauderbilt. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
fll.] 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  94.  J  Near  Alexandria  Seminary,  l'«.,  March  28, 18G3 

******* 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch  is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  First  Army 
Corps  (McDowell's),  and  will  without  delay  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  N.  P. 
Banks  for  the  command  of  the  cavalry  serving  with  the  Fifth  Corps. 

4.  The  Seventh  [Eighth]  New  York  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bab- 
bitt; the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  Devin;  the  Tenth  New  York 
Cavalry,  Colonel  Lemmon;  Price's  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
now  in  Philadelphia,  and  Swain's  regiment  of  New  York  cavalry,  now 
in  New  York,  will  leport  to  Major-General  Dix  for  assignment  by  him 
to  duty  under  Col.  Dixon  S.  Miles,  Second  Infantry,  in  guarding  the 
railways,  &.c.  Upon  the  arrival  of  any  three  of  these  regiments  Gen- 
eral Dix  will  cause  the  Tenth  Maine,  Sixtieth  New  York,  and  First  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  Volunteers  to  be  relieved  from  duty  with  his  division 
and  ordered  to  report  for  duty  until  further  orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  James 
S.  Wadsworth,  Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  will 
concentrate  them  near  Fort  Corcoran,  under  the  command  of  the  senior 
ofiicer  present.  General  Wadsworth  will  report  the  execution  of  this 
order.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation  for  the  movements  indicated. 

******* 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClcllan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  2ti,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Warrenton  Junction: 
(Via  Manassas.) 

General  McClellan  directs  me  to  Siiy  that  if  the  enemy  is  in  Warren- 
ton in  such  force  that  you  can  drive  him  out  without  detaching  too 
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largely  from  your  force  at  the  Junction  you  are  authorized  to  take  the 
place,  but  do  not  under  any  circumstances  reduce  your  force  at  the 
Junction  so  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  give  General  Howard  all  the  sup- 
port that  he  will  possibly  require. 

A.  V.  GOLBUEN, 
Assistant  AH jiitant- General. 

Note. — Tour  command  will  be  withdrawn  to  join  the  main  army  as 
soon  as  circumstances  will  allow  your  being  relieved  by  other  troops. 
In  the  meantime  the  general  desires  that  you  gain  all  the  information 
possible  with  reference  to  the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy  in 
your  front  and  keep  him  thoroughly  posted,  so  that  he  can  give  instruc- 
tions to  General  Banks  uuderstandingly. 

A.  V.  GOLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[12.]  

Headquaktebs  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

March  28, 1862. 
General  E.  V.  Sxtmner, 

Warrento n  Jim ction : 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  do  not  move  from  War- 
renton  Junction  without  further  orders  unless  General  Howard  should 
require  sni)port.  The  general  wishes  you  to  keep  your  advanced  gnards 
well  to  the  front  and  to  report  to  him  hourly  by  telegraph  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  your  vicinity. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[12.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Seminary,  March  28,  1862—10.05  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Strasburg : 
Dispatch  from  Sumner  4  p.  m.  yesterday  says  that  he  held  Warren- 
ton  Junction,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy  on  his  approach. 
He  does  not  know  the  force  of  the  enemy.    Makes  reconnaissance 
to  day  to  Rappahannock. 

^  GEO.  B.  MOCLBLLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[12.J  

Strasburg,  March  2!),  1862. 
General  S.  Williams  : 

General  Abercrombie's  brigade,  of  Williams'  division,  and  Golonel 
Geary's  regiment  are  on  the  road  to  Manassas,  not  having  been  recalled. 
They  have  seven  companies  of  Brodhead's  cavalry  and  one  battery. 
The  Second  and  Third  Brigades  are  in  front  of  Strasburg;  the  tust, 
Second,  and  Third  Brigades  of  General  Shields'  division  are  the  advance 
brigades.  Colonel  Sullivan's  about  five  miles.  The  entire  cavalry  torce 
here  is  938;  fit'for  duty,  675  men.  Infantry  about  lo,000  fit  tor  duty. 
We  have  here  in  both  divisions  six  batteries  of  artillery.  If  we  remain 
on  this  line  another  regiment  of  cavalry  beside  the  Vermont  should  De 
sent  forward  at  once.  ^   ^    ^^^^^^ 

no  I  Major- General. 
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Wheeling,  March  3!)^  18(12.  ■ 

(Received  3.45  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  of  War : 

Force  ordered  to  Koniuey  as  directed. 

J.  C.  FRfiM02>IT, 

Major-'General,  Commanding. 

General  Ordeks,  )     Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

Bo.  5.  I  Wheeliufi,  March  3!l,  1S(J2. 

I.  lu  pursuance  of  the  President's  War  Order,  ISo.  3,  of  March  11, 
the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  this  department. 

II.  The  chiefs  of  the  several  departments  of  the  staff  will  remain  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties,  as  heretofore,  until  further  orders. 

J.  O.  I'lifiMONT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

General  Orders,  (  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  0.  \  Wheeling,  March  2'J,  1862. 

All  of  Western  Virfjiuia  north  and  east  of  the  counties  of  Jackson, 
lloane,  Calhoun,  Braxton,  Lewis,  Barbour,  and  Tucker,  inclusive,  and 
west  of  the  AUeghaiiies,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania,  will,  until  fur- 
ther orders,  constitute  the  Railroad  District.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F,  Kelley, 
volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  command. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Fremont: 

HENRY  THRALL, 


\p.] 


Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


General  Orders,  }  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  7.  (  Wheeling,  March  2'.),  1862. 

Until  further  orders,  Capt.  Albert  Tracy,  aide-de  camp,  is  assigned 
to  daty  as  assistant  adjutant-general. 

J.  C.  FRfiMONT, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 
[12.] 


Headquarters  General  Porter, 
N'ear  Hampton,  Va.,  March  6'0, 1862.     (Received  7  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McGlbllan: 

Made  reconnaissance  in  force  27th  to  Big  Bethel  and  live  miles 
beyond,  and  also  within  three  miles  of  Young's  Mills;    no  fighting. 

Enemy's  pickets  retired  as  we  advanced.    Skirmishers  found  at '- 

bridge  a  battery  with infantry.    From  all  I  learn  the  roads  are 

much  obstructed  by  felled  timber  and  every  stream  dammed,  rendering 
impossible  to  cross  except  at  particular  places,  where  are  batteries, 
from  which  the  enemy  can  be  easily  driven.  From  York  [town]  through 
Williamsburg  to  James  River,  breast  works  are  going  up.  Beyond 
York[town]  and  Williamsburg  can  hear  of  no  obstructions  and  no 
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the  supply  departments  is  very  desirable  uow.  The  enemy  appear  to 
expect  attack  up  James  and  York  Rivers.  Their  guns,  except  at  York- 
[town],  point  toward  the  water. 

F.  J.  POETER, 

I  ^•'^*  J  Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Steamer  Govimodore^  April  1,  JHCo. 
Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell  : 

General:  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  state  to 
you  that  as  your  corps  may  be  detained  some  days  on  shipboard,  he 
deems  it  advisable  to  embark  Generals  Hooker's  and  Richardson's 
divisions  at  once,  and  embark  the  entire  First  Corps  afterward.  He 
also  desires  you  to  proceed  in  person  on  the  3d  instant  to  Fort  Monroe, 
by  which  time  he  expects  to  be  in  full  possession  of  the  state  of  aflairs 
there,  and  can  then  determine  finally  upon  future  operations.  He 
would  also  be  glad  to  have  you  practice  at  least  one  of  your  regiments 
and  one  battery  in  disembarking  in  scows  and  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  Eodgers,  of  the  Navy,  all  the  corps  witnessing  the  practice. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  the  embarkation  should  begin  on  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  of  next  week.  Please  leave  specific  instructions  to  the 
oflicers  concerned  on  your  departure  for  Fort  Monroe,  and  communi- 
cate with  Colonellngalls  regarding  the  transports,  &c. 
I  am,  &c., 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

[11.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Orders,  ^  Hdqrs.  Porter's  T)iv.,  3d  Army  Corps, 

>  Camp  No.  2,  Hew  Market  Bridoe,  Va., 

Xo.  35,  )  April  3,  1H62. 

This  division  will  march  to-morrow  morning  in  the  following  order: 
First  column — cavalry;  Berdan's  sharp.shooters ;  Second  Brigade  (Mo 
rell's)  and  Griffin's  and  Allen's  batteries.  This  command  will  be  in 
motion  at  5  a.  m.  and  take  the  right-hand  road  to  Big  Bethel.  Colonel 
Berdan  will,  from  skillful  inechanics  of  his  command  which  are  un- 
armed, organize  a  pioneer  party  to  replace  the  bridge  over  the  stream 
at  Big  Bethel,  and  in  connection  with  the  pioneers  of  the  brigade, 
reopen  the  road  blocked  up  by  felled  timber.  The  brigade  com- 
manders will  require  all  bridges  to  be  prop.erly  repaired  for  the  pas- 
sage of  vehicles.  The  cavalry  will  precede  the  column  as  far  as  Big 
Bethel,  where,  if  no  enemy  to  oppose  the  advance  be  found,  the 
commander  will  notify  the  commander  of  the  second  as  well  as  the 
iirst  column.  Beyond  Big  [Bethel]  one  squadron  of  the  cavalry  will 
]irecede  the  main  column  and  keep  in  rear  of  the  skirmishers.  The 
leniainder  of  the  cavalry  will  fall  in  rear  of  the  first  column.  Second 
column — Weeden's  battery  and  First  Brigade  (Martindale's)  will 
march  at  <i  a.  m.  and  take  the  direct  road  to  Big  Bethel.  At  that 
point  it  will  fall  iu  i-ear  of  the  cavalry.  Third  column — Martin's  bat- 
tery and  Third  Brigade  (Butterfield's)  will  fall  immediately  in  rear  of 
second  column.  Regimental  ambulances  will  follow  iu  rear  of  their 
respective  regiments.  Wagons  of  batteries  to  follow  batteries.  The 
wagons  o'f  headquarters  train  (preceded  by  the  ambulances  attached 
to  it),  sharpshooters,  cavalry,  and  Second  Brigade  will  follow  in  rear  of 
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will  fall  ill  rear  of  the  third  column.  The  wagons  of  the  second  and 
third  columns  will  follow  the  third  column  in  the  order  of  march  of  the 
commands  1o  which  they  belong.  The  brigade  quartermasters  will 
see  that  the  trains  get  into  their  proper  places.  Itegimental  quarter- 
masters will  keep  Avith  their  own  trains  and  see  them  kejit  closed  and 
ill  order.  Each  regimental  commander  will  detiiil  a  guard  to  his 
train,  which  will  at  once  aid  any  disabled  teams.  Each  brigade  com- 
mander will  place  a  field  officer  over  the  train  of  his  brigade  and  com- 
mand the  regimental  guards  and  the  rear  guard.  That  ofticer  should 
generally  be  the  brigade  field  ofticer  of  the  day,  and  he  is  relied  upon 
to  use  his  energy  and  good  judgment  to  keep  the  trains  and  guards 
in  proper  order  and  attention.  The  quartermaster  ])ertaiuing  to  the 
brigade  will  obey  his  orders.  Commanders  will  give  directions  to 
their  commands  always  to  keep  to  the  right  of  the  road  in  case  artillery 
or  cavalry  have  to  pass  them.  The  officers  in  charge  of  trains  will 
require  the  same  of  their  wagons.  Each  command  must  move  promptly 
in  position.  Those  late  must  take  their  place  in  rear  of  their  respective 
brigades.  If  a  train  of  any  regiment  be  not  ready  to  take  its  place  at 
the  proper  time,  the  train  in  the  order  of  march  will  take  its  place. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


FoRTEKSs  Monroe,  April  3,  18G2. 

(I'eceived  9.10  p.  m.) 
General  Sxtmner: 

Your  dispatch  received.*  You  will  please,  after  giving  the  necessary 
instructions  to  General  Blenker  for  his  immediate  march  to  Manassas 
and  thence  to  Strasbnrg,  after  the  4,000  men  arrive  from  Washington, 
proceed  yourself  to  join  this  army. 

K.  B.  MAKCY, 

fll-l  Ohief  of  Staff. 

W'HEEIJNG,  April  .5, 1862—10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commandinfi,  Strashurg  : 
The  enemy  is  reported  retreating  from  Camp  Baldwin,  twenty  miles 
east  of  Cheat  Mountain.    Milroy  has  been  ordered  to  follow  cautiously, 
being  unprovided  with  artillery. 

JNO.  C.  FEfiMONT, 
[12-]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Wheeling,  Va.,  April  r>,  18(>2. 

TT       T.  TVT  c.  (Received  10.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  ' 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Milroy  is  advancing  to  occupy  Fort  Alleghany,  and  General 
Cox  IS  ordered  to  drive  tlie  rebels  from  Flat  Top  Mountain  and  send 
strong  recounoitering  parties  into  Mercer  County. 

J.  C.  FREMONT, 

L      J  Major- General. 

*  See  April  2,  Vol.  XI.  P.irt.  in  ,^   kr 
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Wab  Depaetment, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  6, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

The  President  dii-ects  me  to  say  tliat  your  dispatch  to  him  has  been 
received.*  Sumner's  corps  is  on  the  road  to  you  and  will  go  forward  as 
last  as  possible.  Franklin's  division  is  now  on  the  advance  toward 
Manassas.  There  are  no  means  of  transportation  here  to  send  it  for- 
ward in  time  to  be  of  service  in  your  present  operations.  Telegraph 
frequently,  and  all  in  the  power  of  the  Government  shall  be  done  to 
sustain  you  as  occasion  may  require. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[II- ]  Secretary  of  War. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  101.  )  Camp  near  I'orldown,  F«.,  April  7,  1862. 

;>.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  G.  Berry  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade 
of  Hamilton's  division,  Third  Army  Corps,  formerly  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  Richardson,  this  assignment  to  take  effect  from  the 
2d  instant. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

April  7,  1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  1  proceeded  yesterday,  in  company  with  Brigadier-General 
Wadsworth,  Military  Governor  of  the  District,  Brigadier-General  Wood- 
bury, Engineers,  and  Lieutenant  Houston,  to  examine  into  the  question 
of  the  detense,  if  any,  required  at  or  near  Aquia,  and  the  force  to  be 
stationed  for  the  prevention  of  any  attempt  to  again  blockade  the 
Potomac.  From  all  the  information  we  could  obtain  i'rom  oilicers  and 
others,  and  especially  from  those  who  have  just  made  a  reconnaissance 
as  far  as  Stafford  Court-House,  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
from  some  prisoners  who  have  been  captured  there,  the  enemy  has  but 
a  small  force  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  The  force  which,  shortly 
after  the  falling  back  of  the  enemy,  was  estimated  at  30,000,  is  now 
supposed  to  amount  to  6,000,  which  is  behind  Fredericksburg,  with  the 
excejjtion  of  a  small  infantry  force  with  an  advance  guard  of  cavalry. 
It  will  take  two  weeks  to  throw  up  intrenchments. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major-General. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  1).  C,  April  7,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Rosecrans,  Wheeling  : 

You  will  please  report  yourself  immediately  to  this  Department  for 
orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 
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General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  10.  \  Wheeling,  April  7, 1802. 

I.  Until  further  orders,  Col.  Charles  Zagoiii,  iiide-de-cami),  is  assigned 
to  duty  as  chief  of  caA'alry. 

***«*'■*» 

Uy  cominaud  of  Major-Ceueral  Fremont : 

TIENKY  THRALL, 

[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General,  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  11.  ]  Wheeling,  Va.,  April  7,  1862. 

I.  Commanders  of  posts,  and  all  troops  not  moving  in  the  Held,  are 
directed  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  destroy  the  various  bands  of 
guerrillas  now  beginning  to  infest  tlie  department.  The  activity  of  the 
rebels  must  be  met  by  corresjionding  watchfulness.  While  it  is  impos- 
sible to  guard  all  the  points  liable  to  be  attacked  by  these  bands,  it  is 
easy  to  tight  them  in  their  own  style,  and  by  rapid  marches,  vigorous 
attacks,  and  severe  measures,  annihilate  them.  To  this  end,  therefore, 
sudden  and  frequent  movements  must  be  made,  both  by  night  and  day. 
Commanders  will  obtain  from  scouts,  and  every  other  source  of  infor- 
mation, the  earliest  and  best  intelligence  with  regard  to  the  movements 
and  haunts  of  the  marauders,  and  surprise  and  attack  them  whenever 
liossible.  It  is  desirable  that  all  the  reliable  information  of  any  such 
guerrilla  movements  shall  be  also  transmitted  directly  to  the  head- 
quarters of  this  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Fremont: 

ALBERT  TRxVCY, 

[12.]  Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  I).  C,  April  8,  1862. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Woodstock : 
Major  Hunt  has  presented  your  views.     They  have  been  considered 
and  are  approved,  to  be  executed  when  and  how  you  deem  proper. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[1^-J  Secretary  of  War. 


Woodstock,  April  8,  1802. 

(Received  8.45  a.  m.  9th.) 
Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton  : 

Your  dispatch  referring  to  interview  with  Captain  Hunt  gives  me 
great  satisfaction.  We  have  had  storm  of  snow  and  rain  two  <lays 
and  nights,  which  still  continues.  Streams  much  swollen.  The  move- 
ments of  Generals  L.  Blenker  and  Geary  relieve  apprehension  expressed 
in  letter  to  you  in  part.*  We  still  need  a  battery  of  20-pounder  Parrott 
guns  or  12-pounder  brass  guns,  the  hrst  preferable;  an  efticieut  cav- 
ahy.  Nothing  new  to  report.  All  reports  indicate  a  general  tendency 
of  enemy  southward  from  Potomac  to  Shenandoah  Mountain. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 

[12.]  Major-General,  Commanding. 

See  BaiikB  to  Thomas,  April  6,  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  48. 
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FoKT  Monroe,  April  8, 1862. 

(Eeceived  3  p.  m.  lOtb.) 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Nothing  has  been  reported  worthy  of  note  since  lay  disjiatcli  of  4  p.  in. 
to  P.  H.  Watson,  except  that  Joe  Johnston  has  arrived  at  Yorktown 
with  a  large  force,  as  reported  by  General  McClellan.    The  Merrimac 
is  still  at  Orauey  Island,  with  the  Yorktown  and  Jamestown, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
[11-]  Major-General. 


Woodstock,  April  9, 1862. 

(Eeceived  10.30  a.  m.  10th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Settretary  of  War: 

Violent  storm  continues.  Threatens  great  rise  in  streams  and  tem- 
porary interruption  of  communication  and  movement.  No  material 
change  in  condition  of  aflairs  to-day. 

N.  r.  BANKS, 

[l-.J  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Fairfax  Gourt-Rouse,  April  9,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Headquarters  with  Bayard's  regiment  of  cavalry  here  to-night.    The 
artillery  not  yet  up,  the  weather  being  hard  on  horses  and  men.    Move 
to  Manassas  to-morrow,  and  to  Catlett's  if  possible. 

lEViN  Mcdowell, 

[12. J  Major-General.  . 


Headquarters  of  the  Department, 

Manassas,  April  10,  1862. 
Colonel  McCallum: 

This  railroad  cannot  fulfill  the  first  condition  of  sujijilying  and  mov- 
ing au  army  without  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  give  it  some  system 
and  energj'.  It  seems  to  me  to  need  everything  but  a  head.  Captain 
Morley  is  no  doubt  excellent,  but  he  must  be  re-enforced  at  once.  It  is 
now  thirty  hours  since  the  road  began  to  send  forward  a  brigade  of 
infantry  of  3,000  men.  The  first  train  was  eight  hours  coming  twenty- 
four  miles.  Nothing  has  come  over  the  road  to  day,  neither  men,  grain, 
hay,  nor  food.  Nobody  in  Alexandria  depot  to  answer  a  question.  When 
wiil  you  be  to  the  Eappahannock,  and  how  long  will  it  take  you  to  build 
tlie  bridge  at  that  place? 

lEViN  Mcdowell, 

[12.1  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Fairfax  Vourt-Mouse,  April  10,  1862, 
Brigadier-General  McCall, 

Commanding  Division  near  Seminary,  Alexandria: 
If  you  have  not  already  broken  camp,  use  this  day  in  sending  forward 
by  the  railroad  subsistence  stores,  grain,  and  hay.    So  direct  Captain 
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Morley,  railroad  superintendent  in  Alexandria.  Bring  forward  your 
otlier  brigade  tomorrow,  if  possible.  If  you  have  not  euougli  wagons 
and  ambulances  for  your  division,  make  requisition  for  what  you  need 
on  the  depot  quartermaster.  It  has  been  reported  that  there  was  much 
disorder  and  drunkenness  in  the  train  of  wagons  of  your  First  Brigade 
on  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike.  Do  not  allow  any  other  trains  to  move 
without  being  in  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer. 

lEviN  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major-General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  11,  1862—1.55  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell, 

Commanding  First  Army  Corps,  Manassas : 
The  President  directs  that  Franklin's  division  march  back  to  Alex- 
andria, and  there  embark  for  Fortress  Monroe  immediately  and  report 
to  General  McClellan.    Transportation  is  at  Alexandria. 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General, 
[12.J 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  ItArpAHANNOOK, 

April  11,  1862. 
Captain  Morley, 

Alexandria: 
I  thought  to  expedite  the  operations  of  the  army  by  using  the  rail- 
road, but  as  the  men  can  march  even  iu  bad  weather  faster,  it  seems, 
than  the  road  can  carry  them,  I  will  tax  it  no  further  for  the  movement 
of  troops.  The  remaiuder  of  General  McCall's  division  will  march 
here.  So,  see  to  it  that  forage  and  subsistence  are  sent  forward  as  fast 
as  required. 

iRviN  McDowell, 

Major- Oeneral. 

[12.] 


Fort  Monroe,  April  11,  1862. 

(Received  5.25  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
1  leave  this  morning  for  General  McClellan. 

JOHN  TUCKER. 
[11-] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  T).  C,   April  7,  1862.     (Sent  April  12.) 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Would  it  assist  you  any  to  have  Franklin  made  commander  of  a 
corps  instead  of  Keycs,  if  it  can  be  done? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[IL]  *^ 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  B.  C,  April  12. 1863 — i.30  j>.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Franklin  : 

(Care  of  Lieuteuaut  Ferguson,  quartermaster,  Alexandria.) 
You  will  please  report  yourself  to  the  President  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, and  tlien  to  this  Department  for  instructions  to  be  transmitted  to 
General  McClellau. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[11. 1  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Ofpice, 

Fo.  80.  ]  Washingto'it,  April  12,  1862. 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  Orris  S.  Ferry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  to  Major- 
General  Banks  for  duty. 

*»*♦•** 

By  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

[12.]  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqes.  Poetbr'.s  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  No.  5,  near  Yorlctown,  Ya.,  April  12,  1863. 
Colonel  Weeks, 

Commanding  Tivelfth  New  Yorlc  Yolunteerx: 
Colonel  :  The  commanding  general  is  glad  to  hear  of  the  successful 
repulse  of  the  enemy  by  the  outpost  detachment  of  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment New  Yorlc  Volunteers,  under  Major  Barnuni,  on  the  evening  of 
11th  instant.  He  commends  alilie  the  coolness  and  judgment  displayed 
by  Major  Barnum  iu  the  disposition  of  his  men  and  the  bravery  of  the 
command  itself  in  tlie  face  of  superior  force.  The  commanding  general 
feels  that  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  can  be  relied  upon  in  the  more  serious 
work  which  we  shall  soon  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[11-] 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  Division, 

No.  37.  ]  April  13,  1863. 

1.  The  artillery  and  cavalry  will  commence  embarking  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock.  Colonel  McEeynolds  and  Captain  Arnold  will 
consult  with  Lieutenant  Ferguson,  acting  assistant  quiutermaster,  at 
Alexandria,  about  transportation.  No  cavalrymen  will  be  embarked 
who  are  not  mounted,  and  no  cavalry  horses  which  are  not  in  good 
condition. 

2.  Colonel  McEeynolds  and  Captain  Arnold  will  make  requisitions  for 
full  sets  of  intrenching  tools,  spades,  picks,  shovels,  and  axes. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Franklin : 

B.  SPARROW  PURDT, 
[11.]  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquaeters  Blenkee's  Division, 

Faris,  Ya.,  April  13,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Since  I  left  Hunter's  Chapel  with  my  division  on  the  10th  of 
March  it  was  my  firm  resolution  to  fulfill  to  the  letter  the  instructions 
contained  in  the  different  general  orders  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the 
greatest  humanity  and  to  keep  up  an  unrelenting  discipline.  When 
my  division  stood  under  the  orders  of  General  Sumner  on  the  march 
from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Warrenton  Junction,  some  cases  of  dep- 
redations occurred  in  my  division  as  well  as  in  that  of  General  llichard- 
son.  I  do  not  mean  to  excuse  them,  but  state  only  that  their  aim  was 
either  to  supply  a  certain  want  of  victuals  which  then  took  place,  in 
consequence  of  the  bad  roads  or  a  want  of  horses,  Avhich  was  felt 
pretty  generally.  As  far  as  my  division  is  concerned,  I  ordered  a  court 
of  inquiry  and  iirged  the  provost-marshal  to  make  use  of  the  power 
conferred  upon  him  in  the  most  stringent  manner.  While  the  division 
was  waiting  in  Warrenton  Junction  for  orders  the  quartermaster  of 
the  Eighth  New  York  State  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  ISeustader,  and 
several  persons  with  him,  were  made  prisoners  by  the  rebels  between 
Manassas  and  Warrenton, 

Sunday,  the  Cth  of  April,  I  left  Warrenton  Junction  with  my  divis- 
ion and  arrived  at  Warrenton  in  the  afternoon.  Before  entering  the 
town  I  met  with  an  accident,  my  horse  overthrowing  itself  on  a  sudden 
elevation  of  the  ground.  This  occurrence  caused  me  a  great  deal  of 
suffering,  notwithstanding  which  I  have  led  the  division  on  horseback 
up  to  the  place  where  Ave  are  now  stationed  and  attended  to  my  duties 
Ihe  same  as  before.  The  division  bivouacked  out  of  town.  The  dis- 
cipline kept  up  was  so  perfect  that  the  inhabitants  expressed  their 
thankfulness  in  the  most  unequivocal  laanner,  but  it  became  clear  to 
me  and  to  all  officers  of  my  division  that  no  Union  sentiment  could  be 
found.  Xot  one  person,  man,  woman,  or  child,  dared  to  avow  such  a 
sontiment  publicly,  while  they  gave  us  to  understand  quite  palpably 
that  their  sympathy  was  with  their  State  against  the  North,  and  with 
the  Confederate  Army  against  ours.  While  we  were  marching  from 
Warrenton  to  Salem  a  snowstorm  overtook  us  and  continued  from 
Monday  afternoon  till  Wednesday  morning,  covering  the  country 
around  with  nearly  one  foot  of  snow  and  causing  the  roads  to  be 
impracticable  when  the  snow  began  to  melt.  In  Salem  we  made  the 
same  observations  as  regards  the  political  sympathies  of  tlie  inhabit- 
ants made  before  in  Warrenton.  No  kind  acclamations  received  us. 
No  word,  even  in  private,  was  spoken  that  showed  any  sympathy  with 
the  Union.  Many  houses  had  been  left  tenantless.  Those  dwellings 
whose  residents  had  remained  were  opened  to  us  with  politeness,  but 
with  the  understanding  that  it  was  done  not  for  the  sake  of  political 
sympathy,  but  for  the  sake  of  protection.  I  subjoin  a  report*  of  tlie 
commander  of  my  brigade  escort,  which  will  exemplify  this  statement. 

Friday,  the  11th  instant,  we  left  Salem  and  reached  Paris.  Tliere  we 
found  matters  in  the  same  state,  only  tlie  colored  ])eople  seeme<l  to  be 
joyful  at  our  coming.  They  flocked  to  our  bivouacs,  welcomed  us,  and 
offered  their  services,  but  not  a  single  white  man  did  the  same  in  these 
regions.  We  had  several  difficulties  to  overcome.  The  great  number 
of  creeks  swollen  by  the  rains  were  sometimes  to  be  forded,  sometimes 
to  be  passed  in  single  files.  Over  improvised  bridges,  and  here  we  find 

*  Not  found. 
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tbe  Sheuaudoah  Eiver  overflowing  its  banks,  tbe  current  running  with 
unusual  velocity,  and  the  depth  of  the  water,  where  at  other  times  it 
was  fordable,  twenty  feet  deep  and  over.  We  have  to  construct  floats 
in  order  to  cross,  and  I  shall  have  the  whole  division  on  the  other  bank 
of  the  river  by  the  IGth,  latest.  Here  we  felt  very  much  the  want  of 
some  pontoons,  of  which  every  division  ought  to  carry  some,  as  we  were 
entirely  without  ropes  or  chains  to  construct  a  ferry.  It  is  now  Ave 
weeks  since  we  left  Hunter's  Chapel,  without  tents  and  without  sufli- 
cient  teams  to  carry  a  supply  of  ammunition,  shoes,  and  other  neces- 
saries of  warfare,  but  the  state  of  health  of  the  division  is  satisfactory, 
and  we  trust  we  will  do  our  duty  when  we  shall  be  called  into  action. 
We  have  been  greatly  exposed  in  bivouacking  in  snow  and  mud,  the 
more  difficult  to  bear  when  we  came  in  contact  with  other  divisions  of 
the  army  who  were  amply  supplied  with  tents,  teams,  and  other  com- 
forts. AH  this  our  men  have  borne  without  a  murmur.  We  have  fre- 
quently been  without  sufficient  rations,  and  are  at  this  moment  without 
any.  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  this  detailed  report,  as  I  considered 
it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  division  which  I  command.  Conscious  of  having 
done  everything  in  my  power  to  earn  the  confidence  of  the  Government, 
it  is  with  surprise  that,  from  rumors  which  have  reached  me  and  which 
are  rife  in  my  camp,  I  have  learned  that  I  have  lost  that  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  I  respectfully  request  him,  as  my  superior  officer,  to 
whom  I  am  accountable  for  my  conduct,  to  state  if  such  is  the  fact,  and 
in  what  manner  I  have  done  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  BLENKEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
[12.] 


Fort  Monroe,  A2)ril  14, 1862. 

(Received  1  p.  m.  15th.) 
Hon. -Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
We  have  reliable  intelligence  that  Pulaski  has  been  taken  by  our 
forces  at  King's  Landing.  The  surrender  was  unconditional.  It  is 
rei)orted  that  tlie  Merrimac  is  coming  out  to-morrow  and  will  shell  out 
Newport  News.  Our  navy  it  is  not  at  all  iirobable  will  make  any  attempt 
to  prevent  it. 

JNO.  B.  WOOL, 

Major-GeneraU 

[ll.J 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camj)   Winjield  Scott,  April  15,  180,2—5  p.  m. 
G.  V,  Pox,  Esti., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  : 
Have  just  returned  from  the  flotilla.     Missroou  has  been  annoying 
the  enemy  all  day  with  an  80-pounder  rifle,  producing  good  effect.    He 
will  try  them  to-night.     Things  go  better  there  to  day;  a  marked  im- 
provement. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

fll.] 
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Headquabters  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

April  15,  1862. 
Colonel  McCallum, 

Manassas  Junction : 
The  order  concerning  the  rebuilding  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Kailroad  is  so  far  modified  that  you  will  rebuild  so  much  of  it  as  will 
make  the  connection  with  the  Warrenton  Branch  road.  For  this  pur- 
pose you  are  authorized  and  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  call 
on  Brigadier-General  Abercrombie,  at  Warrenton  Junction,  for  as 
many  men  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  this  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time  and  will  draw  off  the  least  number  of  your  regular  railroad 
builders  from  the  work  to  be  done  on  the  Manassas  Gap  road.  Let 
some  competent  person  superintend  this  work. 

lEViN  Mcdowell, 

Major-  General. 

[12.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

Catletfs  Station,  April  15,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  McCall, 

Manassas: 
General  McDowell  directs  that  you  protect  the  railroad  from  Manas 
sas  as  far  toward  the  Shenandoah  as  repairs  may  be  made,  and  until 
you  meet  with  Colonel  Geary's  command,  now  at  Goose  Creek. 

E.  SCHETVEli, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
[12.] 


Strasburg,  Ajyril  15,  1862. 

(Eeceived  9  p.  m.) 
Hen.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

Detained  here  by  indisposition.     Expect  to  leave  for  Winchester  at 
8  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  U.  S.  Army. 

[12.] 


Fort  Monroe,  April  15,  1862—4  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretory  of  War: 
iSTothing  has  occurred  since  my  dispatch  of  this  morning  to  disturb 
the  quiet  then  represented.  The  fine  weather  is  very  favorable  to  the 
operations  at  Yorktowu,  and  it  is  probable  that  General  McClellan  will 
soon  be  able  to  open  his  batteries  on  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy. 
The  French  minister  honored  me  \»ith  a  visit  this  morning.  He  has 
gone  to  Norfolk,  and  will  go  to  Richmond.  On  his  return  he  will  dine 
with  me.  On  entering  the  fort  I  gave  him  a  salute  of  thirteen  guus.  I 
have  not  heard  from  Franklin's  division. 

JNO.  B.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 

[11.] 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  J).  C,  April  JO,  JSC,'>. 
Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Blenker: 

General  :  Your  very  interesting  and  satisfactory  report,  dated  at 
Paris,  the  13tli  instant,  has  just  been  received  by  the  hands  of  Captain 
Struve.  It  grieves  me  to  find  that  you  have  been  led  to  suppo.se  tliat 
you  had  lost  my  confidence.  On  the  contrary,  although  injurious 
reports  of  your  administration  have  reached  me  in  such  shape  as  to 
lead  me  to  believe  that  there  were  irregularities  in  your  command  that 
ought  to  be  corrected,  yet  j'our  capacity  and  fidelity  as  a  soldier  has 
not  been  doubted.  Having  heard  notiiing  of  your  command  for  some 
time,  and  at  length  learning  that  you  had  met  with  an  accident  that 
disabled  you  to  some  extent,  my  solicitude  for  you  and  your  division 
induced  me  to  dispatch  General  llosecrans  to  ascertain  yoiir  position 
and  direct  your  movements  until  you  should  come  within  the  orders 
of  Major-General  Fremont.  By  this  it  was  not  designed  to  supersede 
you  or  to  indicate  any  want  of  confidence,  but  only  to  aflord  you  in  an 
unknown  country  and  a  tedious  march  the  aid  of  a  distinguished  officer 
familiar  with  the  region.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  recovering 
from  your  injury,  and  hope  that  you  and  the  brave  soldiers  and  gallant 
officers  of  your  command  may  soon  be  in  a  field  of  duty  that  may  enable 
you  to  exhibit  the  soldierly  qualities  and  brave  and  patriotic  spirit  which 
has  distinguished  all  the  German  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  do  all  in  the  power  of  the 
Dei)artment  to  supply  the  wants  or  contribute  to  the  efticiency  of  your 
division. 

Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Eappahannock, 

No.  4.  ]  Catletfs  Station,  Ajyril  IG,  1S62. 

I.  In  addition  to  those  heretofore  published  as  composing  the  staff  of 
the  major-general  commanding,  the  following-named  officers  are 
announced:  Aides  and  acting  aides-decamp,  Capt.  J.  C.  Willard  and 
Lieut.  Franklin  Haven,  volunteer  service.  Engineer  department, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  N.  Macomb,  aide-de-camp,  chief  topographical  engineer. 
Quartermaster's  department,  Capt.  Frederick  Myers,  chief  quarter- 
master. 

*  *  •  #  «  *  « 

By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell : 

SAML.  ERECK, 

[12.]  Assistant  Adjidant-Goicral. 

Headottakters  Department  of  ihe  Rappahannook, 

Catletfs,  April  J6',  1803. 
Brigadier-General  McCall, 

Manassas : 
Major-General  McDowell  directs  you  to  send  a  brigade  of  your  divis- 
ion to  Bristoe.     King's  division  has  been  ordered  forward.    Furnish  a 
sufficient  guide  [guard?]  to  Captain  Berier  for  the  subsistence  stores  at 

Bristoe. 

E.  SCHRIVEPv, 

fl2  1  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquaetees, 
Catletfs  Station,  April  16,  1862. 
Briga(lier-GeD€ral  King,  Bristoe: 

Major-General  McDo'n'ell  says,  in  reply  to  your  telegram,  that  you 
will  bring  up  your  whole  division  to  this  place.  Augur's  and  Gibbon's 
people  arrived  last  night,  but  some  of  the  wagons  are  still  behind  (9 
o'clock). 

ED.  SGHEIVEli, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Waeeenton  Junction,  April  16, 1862. 

Maj.  E.  M.   COPELAND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Banls^  THvision  : 

The  enemy  fortifying  southern  bank  of  the  Rappahannock.     His 

force  estimated   from  5,000  to  7,000.     General   Smith  in   command. 

Reconnoitering  parties  fired  into  yesterday  and  today.    A  sergeant 

of  the  Rhode  Island  cavalry  shot  in  the  arm.     Several  horses  wounded. 

J.  J.  ABERGROMBIE, 
[12.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Geneeal  Oedees,  ')  Headquaetees  of  BrvisiON, 

>  On  hoard  Steamer  Mystic, 

No.  41.  )  Off  Alexandria,  Aj^ril  16,  1862. 

The  embarkation  of  this  division  will  commence  to  morrow  morning. 
Brigade  commanders  will  march  their  commands  in  close  order,  witli 
music,  to  the  j)iers  indicated  by  inclosed  slip.* 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Franklin: 

E.  SPARROW  PITRDY, 
[11-1  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqttaetees  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

Gamp   Winjield  Scott,  April  IT,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  Shenandoah,  Woodstocl;,  Va.: 
Am  very  glad  to  hear  that  yon  have  taught  Ashby  a  lesson  so  hand- 
somely.    We  are  making  progress  in  our  preparations,  but  still  have 
au  immense  deal  to  do. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[^-^•J  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Headquaetees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

„      „        .  ^  ^  ^'*"''  Yorktown,  April  17,  1862—8  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe: 
Had  some  sharp  work  yesterday  and  silenced  several  of  the  rebel 
batteries  and  drove  them  to  the  woods.  The  great  difficulty  is 
that  the  river  is  generally  impassable.  Weather  excellent.  We  are 
rapidly  completing  our  preparations  for  the  attack.  Enemy  seem  to  be 
in  full  force  aud  don't  like  shells. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAK, 
t-'--*"J Major-General. 


'Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Winfield  Scott,  April  17, 1863—2.10  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps: 
I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  be  so  accommodating  as  to  leave  their 
intrenchments  and  attack  us.  I  would  be  glad  were  tliey  to  do  so.  I 
think  the  new  works  you  allude  to  are  purely  defensive  and  based  on 
the  supposition  that  the  facilities  you  allude  to  may  be  used  by  us  to 
attack  them.  I  understand  the  cross-roads  to  Avhich  Casey's  two 
brigades  have  been  sent  to  be  that  near  Smith's  last  camp  and  close 
behind  his  present  position;  if  so,  1  am  content,  although  I  think  that 
if  there  is  any  danger  it  is  near  Smith's  position. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department, 

Cotlctfn,  April  17,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  McCall, 

Manassas : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  your  whole  division 
move  to  this  place  tomorrow,  leaving  only  guards  at  Manassas  and 
Bristoe,  sufficient  to  protect  public  property. 

E.  SCHEIVER, 

Chief  or  Staf. 
[12.]  ■     ■         ■      ' 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  llAPPAHANNonK, 

Catlett's  Station,  Va.,  April  17, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  King: 

General:  Major-General  McDowell  directs  that  you  move  another 
brigade  and  two  batteries  of  artillery  of  your  division  to  Fredericks- 
burg to-morrow,  following  up  Augur's  command.  As  far  as  they  are 
applicable,  let  the  instructions  to  General  Augur,  of  Avhich  a  copy  was 
furnished  you,  apply  to  this  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVEll, 
lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
fl2.| 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  14.  )  Wheeling,  Ya.,  April  17, 1862. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Hayward,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  is 
relieved  from  his  duties  as  chief  of  artillery  in  the  department. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  John  Pilsen,  aide-de-camp,  is  hereby  appointed  chief 
of  artillery  in  this  department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Fremont: 

HENEY  THEALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
[12.] 
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Headqtjakters  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamjp  Winjield  iScott,  April  18, 1862—11.30  p.  m. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

President : 
If  compatible  ■n'ith  your  impressions  as  to  the  security  of  tlie  capital, 
and  not  interfering  with  ojierations  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  McCall's  division  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  make  a  strong 
attack  upon  West  I'oint  to  turn  position  of  tlie  enemy.  After  all  that 
I  have  heard  of  things  which  have  occurred  since  1  left  Washington 
and  before,  I  would  prefer  that  General  McDowell  should  not  again  be 
assigned  to  duty  with  me. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-  General,  (Jommanding. 
[11.J 


Headquaeteks  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

Near  Aquiu  Creel;  April  19,  1862. 
Colonel  ]\[cCallum: 

Sir  :  The  main  work  to  be  done  on  the  railroad  hence  to  Fredericks- 
burg is  to  rebuild  on  the  old  ]>iles  the  wharf  at  this  place,  easily  done; 
three  miles  of  track  desti'oyed;  two  double  trestle  bridges.    Let  it  be 
put  in  hand  and  driven  through.     1  will  give  you  men  to  get  out  ties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

Major- General. 

[12.] 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  15.  ]  Wheeling,  Ya.,  April  19, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Milroy  having  taken  the  field,  is  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  Cheat  Mountain  District.  The  counties  of  Braxton, 
Webster,  Upshur,  and  Randolph  will,  until  further  orders,  constitute 
the  Cheat  Mountain  District,  the  command  of  which  is  assigned  to 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Harris,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Fremont : 

ALBERT  TRACT, 
Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Yorktown,  April  20, 1862— midnight. 

(Received  10  a.  m.  22d.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Everything  is  going  on  well.    We  are  .arming  the  batteries  rapidly. 
I  regret  to  mform  you  that  Lieutenant  Wagner,  Corps  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers,  died  this  evening.  i   &    i 

G,  B.  McCLELLAN, 
....  -.  Major-General. 
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Headqxjaetees  Department  op  the  Eappahannock, 

Catlett's  Station,  Va.,  April  20,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  King,  '        '    ^  ; 

Commanding  Division: 
General  :  You  are  ordered  to  move  the  rest  of  your  divisiou  and 
your  headquarters  to  Fredericksburg  at  once.  Inform  me  whether  you 
can  take  six  days'  provisions  for  Cutler's  brigade  and  move  promi)tly, 
as  on  it  depends  whether  department  headquarters  shall  move  with 
you  or  before.  Send  an  answer  by  bearer  and  the  hour  to-morrow  you 
can  start. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SOHEIVEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquaktbes  Department  of  the  Eappahannock. 

Catletfs  Station,  Va.,  April  21,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  McCall, 

Commandinfi  Division : 
Generax, :  Pursuanttoordersfrom  Major-(Teneral McDowell, received 
last  niglit,  the  headquarters  of  the  department  will  leave  this  place  at  8 
o'clock  this  a.  m.  for  Fredericksburg.  The  remainder  of  King's  division 
(Cutler's  brigade  and  Gerrish's  artillery)  moves  at  the  same  time,  accom- 
panied by  the  company  of  Davies'  cavalry  serving  with  your  divisiDn, 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  which  orders  were  sent  direct  last  night, 
or  rather  this  a.  m.  There  are  four  coni])anies  of  Bayard's  cavalry 
which  remain  behind  with  your  command,  also  the  signal  corps,  orders 
about  both  which  you  will  receive  hereafter.  1  telegrai)hed  to  the 
Adjutant-General  about  the  order  to  Colonel  Campbell's  cavalry  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  no  order  has  yet  been  received  in  the 
case.  -  Should  it  arrive,  be  governed  by  it  in  directing  Colonel  Camp- 
bell's movements.  There  are  two  men  of  Bayard's  cavalry  who  were 
sent  out  as  a  guard  to  a  house,  some  six  or  seven  miles  from  this  on  the 
Warrenton  road,  occupied  by  two  ladies  named  Drnmmond.  They  are 
to  remain  till  22d  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHETVEE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
[i2.]  

New  York,  April  22, 1862. 
General  Barnard, 

Yorldoicn,  Ya.: 
General:  By  request  of  General  McClellan  I  have  made  a  number 
of  rope  mantlets  or  embrasure  blinds  for  your  siege  batteries.  His 
desire  was  to  have  100  of  them  made  of  rope.  The  material  could  not 
be  found  in  the  market.  Twenty-live  is  all  that  could  be  manufactured 
to  be  finished  by  to-morrow  night,  the  rope  for  part  of  which  is  being 
made  at  the  ropewalks.  That  you  should  not  be  disappointed  I  have  in 
progress  seventy-five  of  one-half  inch  wrought  iron ,  secured  to  three-inch 
oak  plank.  These  are  every  way  more  reliable  than  rope,  although 
tliey  may  have  the  disadvantage  of  splinters  from  cannon-balls.  Yester- 
day fifteen  of  the  rope  mantlets  Avere  forwarded  by  rail  to  Belger  in  Bal- 
timore, to  be  sent  you  by  first  couvevance  via  Old  Point.    They  were 
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of  the  annexed  dimensions.  These  are  made  of  six-inch  rope  in  three 
thicknesses,  with  loops  at  the  four  corners  and  eyelet  holes  in  the  four 
sides  that  you  may  arrange  them  best  to  suit  your  embrasure  openings 
and  the  caliber  of  guns  in  battery.  Three  more  of  these  rope  mantlets 
■will  be  forwarded  this  evening,  and  at  least 
twenty-flve  of  iron  backed  by  oak  wood. 
These  are  made,  as  in  the  annexed  sketch, 
of  two  thicknesses  of  quarter-inch  wrought- 
iron  spiked  to  three-inch  oak  plank  every 
six  inches.  On  the  head  is  a  two-inch 
square  iron  bar,  riveted  to  the  edge  of  the 
iron  plates  against  which  the  oak  plank 
abuts.  The  ends  of  this  bar  project  six 
inches  and  are  rounded,  serving  as  sup- 
ports to  rest  upon  upright  stakes  or  timber 
resting  against  the  interior  slope  or  para- 
pet. I  have  made  the  width  of  the  gun 
opening  eighteen  inches,  the  top  having  two 
feet  of  solid  above  it.  These  dimensions  have  been  assumed  and  with- 
out any  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  calibers  of  guns  to  be 
put  in  battery.  Apprehensive  that  some  difiiculty  may  arise  on  this 
score,  I  have  ordered  fifty  others  of 
the  dimensions  and  form  given  in 
the  annexed  sketch,  which  is  two 
thicknesses  of  wrought-iron  of  one- 
quarter  inch  each,  bolted  together 
every  six  inches  with  one-half  inch 
rivets,  to  which  plates  is  bolted  on 
top  an  oak  piece  of  three  by  six 
inches  and  two  diagonal  pieces  of 
same  dimensions.  A  segment  of 
nine  inches  radius  and  one  foot  six 
inch  chord  or  six  inch  versed  line  is 
cut  out  of  the  bottom.  The  rivets  about  this  segment  are  set  off  from 
the  edge  of  the  opening  to  admit  of  your  cutting  it  larger  and  lower 
it.  This  kind  will  have  two  feet  six  inches  of  solid  above  the  opening; 
the  other  iron  ones,  as  also  the 
rope  ones,  have  two  feet  of  solid 
above  the  gun  opening.  The  lat 
ter  kind,  four  feet  by  three  inches, 
will  admit  of  being  i)laced  some- 
what inclined  in  the  embrasure, 
and  thus  deflect  grape,  canister, 
and  muskets.  To-morrow  and 
next  day,  the  23d  and  24th,  will 
enable  me  to  send  forward  the 
whole  order,  to  wit,  twenty-flve 
rope  and  seventy-five  wood  and 

iron  blinds.    I  will  send  a  box  of  '"'j 

cold  chisels  to  enable  you  to  cut  and  alter  at  pleasure. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 
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Wheeling,  April  22, 1862. 
(lieceived  12.45  a.  m.  23(i.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  enemy  who  have  been  encamped  in  front  of  General  Milroy's 
position  on  Shenandoah  top,  consisting  of  the  Thirty-first,  Thirty- 
second,  and  Fifty  eighth  Virginia  Eegiments,  Hansbrough's  battalion, 
and  Twelfth  Georgia  Eeginieut,  twelve  guns,  and  three  companies  of 
cavalry,  under  command  of  General  Johnson,  have  retreated  on  the 
road  to  Staunton.  A  reconnoitering  party  from  Monterey  entered  their 
camp  yesterday.  A  company  sent  by  General  Milroy  down  the  JSTorth 
Fork  captured  eight  persons,  including  a  notorious  guerrilla  named 
Bennett. 

J.  O.  FliEMONT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
[12.] 


Special,  Orders,  )        Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

>  Gamp  Winfield  Scott,  near  Torlctown, 

No.  121.  )  April  23,  1862. 

******* 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee  is  released  from  arrest,  is  relieved 
from  duty  in  Hooker's  division,  and  will  without  delay  report  to  Brig. 
Gen.  Silas  Casey  for  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  his  division. 

6.  Brig.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker, 
commanding  division.  Third  Corps,  for  assignment  by  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  brigade. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

\U.] 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  Winfield  Scott,  April  23, 1862. 
General  J.  E.  Wool, 

Fort  Monroe: 
Your  dispatch  received.  Will  be  on  the  lookout.  Shall  have  seven 
batteries  ready  to-night.  Enemy  not  firing  much,  and  doing  no  harm 
when  they  do.  I  could  make  excellent  use  of  McDowell's  troops  here 
if  I  had  them.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the  use  intended  to  be 
made  of  his  command. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11.1  Major-General. 

Hdqrs.  Left  of  the  Line,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  Winfield  Scott,  April  23,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  since  my  last  report  nothing 
of  importance  has  occurred  in  my  command,  nor  has  any  change  in  the 
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location  or  employment  of  the  troops  taken  place.  Yesterday  a  slight 
skirmisli  occurred  in  front  of  Davidson's  brigade  (Smith's  division). 
The  enemy  pushed  our  pickets  with  Lis  skirmishers,  but  was  drivfett 
back  it  is  rejiorted  with  loss.  Onr  loss  was  2  men  killed,  2  mortally 
wounded,  1  slightly  wounded,  and  1  taken  prisoner.  We  captured  one 
prisoner  from  the  enemy.  Measures  have  been  taken  to  provide  cordage 
to  mantlets  for  tlie  guns  now  in  battery  on  Smith's  front.  One  man  In 
Sedgwick's  division  last  evening  was  severely  wounded  on  picket  and 
one  killed  the  night  before. 
Yerj^  respectfully, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[11-]  ■         

Headquarters  Lept  Wing, 

A2)ril  S3,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Maecy, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Smith  is  shelling  the  enemy  out  of  his  works. 

E.  V.  SUMNEE,      • 
Briqadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 
[11.1 


Ciieeseman's  Landing,  April  23,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
Some  order  should  be  given  which  will  enable  mc  to  have  the  use  of 
tlie  pontoons  for  landing  the  troops  of  my  division.  We  can  use  profit- 
ably 100.  Not  more  than  eiaht  or  nine  arc  here  now.  To  be  delivered 
below  Cheeseman's  Landing,  with  oars  and  anchors  for  all,  and  balks 
and  chesses  enough  for  twenty.  IMy  cavalry  has  not  yet  been  able  to 
hind,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  send  a  messenger  to  headquarters 
ut  present. 

W,  B.  FKANKLIN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
[11.] 


New  Market,  April  23, 1863. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.  24th.) 
General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General : 

General  Hatch  reports  that  we  have  but  eleven  companies  of  cavalry 
and  a  very  large  extent  of  country  to  cover  and  observe.  The  Fifth 
New  York  Cavalry  is  at  Strasbuig  waiting  orders  from  the  Department, 
and  I  deem  it  of  the  liigbest  importance  to  our  luovement,  which  we 
hope  will  be  active,  tliat  it  should  strengthen  that  arm  of  the  service  in 
Fifth  Corps.  We  do  not  intend  to  lie  still  or  wait,  and  want  to  move. 
Please  present  the  subject  to  the  Secretary. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 

Major- General. 

[12.] 
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Headquaexees  Lettt  of  the  Line, 

A2}ril  24, 1802. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received  from  General  Smith, 
What  does  the  general  commanding  wish  done?    Please  telegraph  me 
at  Smith's  headquarters: 

General  E.  V.  Sumnek, 

Commandiiif/ : 
The  Sixth  Maine  went  down  tlio  creek  this  niovning  on  a  scout  and  discovered, 
ahout  1,000  paces  below  the  works  in  front  of  us,  a  sot  of  works  stronger  than 
these,  though  with  no  artillery  mounted  as  yet.    I  ask  iu8truction.s. 

W.  V.  SMITH, 

liriijadier-  General. 

E,  V.  SUMJTER, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commandinq. 

[11.] 


HEADCiUAETEES   LeFT   OF   THE   LiNE, 

April  24,  1862. 
General  Smith: 

Your  telegram  has  been  received.  The  general,  with  General  McClel- 
lan,  will  visit  your  division  this  morning  and  instructions  will  then  be 
given  you. 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Chief  of  iStaf  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[11.J 


HEADQUAETEES   DePAETMENT   of   THE   RArPAHANNOOK, 

Falmouth,  April  24, 1862. 
Brig.  jGen.  R.  King, 

Command Inff  JJivision : 

Geneeal:  I  have  this  morning  received  a  communication  from  Gen- 
eral McDowell,  dated  Aquia  Creek,  April  22,  in  which  is  the  following: 
"I  want  King's  Tiiird  Biigade  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Accokeek 
Creek  on  the  railroad."  That  is  all  on  the  subject,  and  whether  he 
wishes  it,  now  that  it  is  cncain])ed,  1  cannot  say.  It  would  be  best,  of 
course,  to  obey  the  order.  The  department  headquarters  move  to 
Iledgeman's  house,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  A(|uia  Creek  on 
the  line  of  the  railroad,  tempoinrily,  iuul  will  leave  as  soon  as  possible. 
A  brigade  of  General  JMcCall's  division  has  been  ordered  forward.  I 
received  your  communication  of  yesterday,  containing  the  communica- 
tion from  the  mayor  of  Fredericksburg,  but  as  General  McDowell  was 
ex])ected  here  hourly  I  did  not  rejjly  to  it.  I  now  return  the  letter  of 
tlie  mayor  and  General  Augur's,  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  think  best. 
I  would  suggest  in  counectioTi  with  the  subject  that  you  cause  all  the 
boats  on  the  ferries  to  be  seized,  as  tliey  may  be  useful  in  preparing 
any  means  of  crossing  the  liver  wliich  may  be  determined  on  here- 
after. A  negro  who  was  in  Fredericksbni'g  yesterday  reports  that  the 
enemy  are  moving  away  from  the  town  all  materials  and  things  which 
may  be  useful  to  our  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 

1 12.]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  IStaff. 
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Headquaktees  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Fear  Aquia  Creelc,  April  25, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  King, 

Commanding  Division  : 
Geneeal:  The  headquarters  are  temporarily  established  here. 
Learning  that  the  Lacy  house,  at  which  his  headquarters  are  located 
and  in  which  some  of  his  staff  are  now,  has  been  occupied  for  the  sick, 
Major-General  McDowell  directs  me  to  inquire  why  this  has  been  done, 
and  he  wishes  it  to  be  rectified  at  once  if  there  are  proper  accommoda- 
tions for  the  sick  elsewhere.  General  McDowell  instructs  me  to  inform 
you  that  you  may  expect  a  number  of  canal  boats  up  the  liap])ahannock 
to  morrow  to  be  used  in  constructing  a  bridge,  and  he  wishes  them  to 
be  placed  between  the  ordinary  and  railroad  bridge  and  guarded  very 
carefully.  The  general  intends  to  be  at  Falmouth  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  SOHRIVER, 
[12.]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winfield  Scott,  April  26, 1862. 
General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General,  'Washington : 

I  beg  that  no  effort  be  spared  to  expedite  the  arrival  of  heavy  guns 
and  ammunition.  They  should  be  shipped  in  light  draft  vessels,  pro- 
pellers if  possible,  and  be  sent  direct  to  Ship  Point  instead  of  Fort 
Monroe.  Delafleld  sent  a  number  of  mantlets  to  Belger  for  transporta- 
tion here.  Please  hurry  them  forward.  Scows  drawing  not  over  two 
feet  would  be  ^'ery  useful  to  us  here.  In  spite  of  the  rain  and  bad 
roads  we  are  getting  on  very  well,  but  I  anxiously  await  more  heavy 
guns. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[ll-l  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Winjield  Scott,  April  26, 1862. 
General  J,  W.  Eipley, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington  : 
Please  hurry  forward  the  20  and  30  pounder  Parrotts,  as  well  as 
10-iuch  mortars.  We  need  tliem  much.  Some  more  8-inch  siege  how- 
itzers would  be  useful.  We  shall  get  the  13-inch  mortars  in  battery 
to-morrow,  I  hope.  Weather  very  bad,  but  all  goes  on  well.  Don't  let 
us  get  out  of  ammunition  when  we  are  fairly  started. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11-]  Major-  General. 

„      ^  ,^  „  Wheeling,  April  26,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Full  report  in  to-night  from  Colonel  Harris,  giving  results  to  date  of 
combined  expedition  under  Colonel  Crook  and  himself,  ordered  by  me 
against  guerrillas  in  Webster  County.   Cavalry  under  LieutenantLaw- 
son  attacked  by  guerrillas  when  in  advance  on  Thursday  April  16 
After  killing  5  and  having  3  wounded,  fell  back  on  infantry  under 
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Captain  Darnall.  Next  day  advanced  near  scene  of  previous  skir- 
mish, and  were  flred  on  again.  Skirmished  for  five  miles,  killing  12 
guerrillas,  one  with  a  commission  in  his  pocket  from  Governor  Letcher 
to  raise  a  guerrilla  company.  Met  Colonel  Crook's  troops,  sent  from 
Summersville,  at  Addison,  county  of  Webster.  Turned  over  to  them 
four  prisoners.  Town  of  Addison  found  deserted.  Proved  to  be  a 
guerrilla  haunt,  and  burned  seventeen  houses  in  all.  Captured  some 
horses  and  cattle.  Seventeen  guerrillas  killed  in  all;  nineteen  taken 
prisoners. 

J.  C.  FREMONT, 
[12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


New  Market,  April  27,  1S03. 

(Received  8.50  a.  m.  28th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Nothing  important  to-day.  I  go  to  Harrisonburg  this  afternoon; 
return  to-morrow.  Any  orders  received  here  will  be  sent  forward. 
General  Fremont's  dispatch  was  not  inclosed  in  your  last.  On  my 
return  will  forward  plan  of  operations  for  this  column.  Weather  fine 
to-day. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
[12.J  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camj)   Winfield  Scott,  April  28,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  Generals  Davidson  and  Gra- 
ham are  on  sick  report.  The  former  received  from  General  Keyes  a 
leave  of  absence  of  fifteen  days  and  the  latter  is  in  hospital  at  War- 
wick Court-House.  I  will  send  an  order  lo  General  Davidson  to  remain 
at  Fortress  Monroe  until  he  is  able  to  resume  his  duty.  I  would  be 
glad  if  brigadiers  could  be  had  to  take  these  commands  in  the  mean- 
time, for  it  will  not  be  safe  to  trust  the  command  of  brigades  to  the 
seniority  of  colonels.  I  have  to  report  that  I  have  visited  the  entire 
left  today.  I  found  three  of  the  enemy's  guTi-boats  in  the  river  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Warwick,  and  they  had  thrown  a  number  of  shells, 
but  without  effect.  The  post  at  Young's  Mill  and  house  I  have  strength- 
ened by  placing  a  full  regiment  there.  A  skirmish  took  place  between 
Hancock's  brigade  and  the  enemy's  this  morning.  I  will  forward  the 
report  as  soon  as  it  is  received.* 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
[11. J  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

Aquia,  April  28,  1862.     (Received  2.45  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  send  up  by  to-day's  boat  seventeen  prisoners  taken  by  our  troops 
in  their  advance  on  Fredericksburg.    They  are  mostly  of  the  Ninth 

*See  Vol.  XI,  Part  I,  p.  391. 
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Virginia  Cava]rJ^  Some  are  from  Mississipj^i  aud  Alabama.  I  have 
ordered  McOall  and  bis  Second  Brigade  over  from  Catlett's  to  Freder- 
icksburg. 

iKVix  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major-Oeneral. 


Headquakt]5iis  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp    Winfield  Scott,  April  ^'9,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Seci'e- 
tary  of  War,  the  accompanying  official  copies  of  a  general  order  made 
by  Major-General  Banks,  commanding  Department  of  Shenandoah, 
and  a  communication  from  Major-General  Burnsido,  commanding 
Department  of  North  Carolina.  These  papers  are  just  received  by  me. 
The  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  rendered  tlie  services  which  have 
elicited  this  mention  are  detached  from  their  regiments  on  signal  duty, 
and  are  held  upon  this  duty  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  military  serv- 
ice, with  little  chance  of  distinction  and  (unless  there  shall  be  legisla- 
tion for  the  corps)  none  of  promotion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi^ectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  J.  MYEE, 
Sifjnal  Officer  and  Major,  (J.  S.  Army. 

[Inr.losure  Xo.  1.] 

Headquaeters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Eoanolcc  Island,  March  5,  1862. 
Maj.  A.  J.  Myer, 

Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  Army: 

Major:  By  direction  of  General  Burnside,  I  have  the  honor  to  cohx- 
municate  to  you  his  acknowledgment  of  tlie  A^ery  efficient  service  ren- 
dered by  the  signal  corps  under  Lieutenant  Fricker.  Their  rapid  and 
accurate  method  of  transmitting  dispatches  was  found  of  great  advan- 
tage, and  available  when  ]io  other  means  could  have  been  used. 
1  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[9.J 

[Incloauro  No.  2.] 

General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  Dbpt.  op  the  Shenandoah, 

J^«-  20.  ]  Xcw  M<(rl-et,  Va.,  April  :.>],  18G2. 

*  4f-  *  *  *  »  ^ 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  signal  corps  (Lieut.  W.  W.  Rowlev 
Company  F,  Twenty-eiglith  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding),  by 
their  diligence,  bravery,  and  success,  have  given  proof  of  the  perfect 
adaptation  of  their  system  of  signals  to  every  condition  and  position 
of  the  army.  On  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  tliiclcest  of  the  light,  they 
have  transmitted  orders  with  the  utmost  rapidity  and  unerring'accii- 
racy.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  foremost  in  the  advance,  they  have 
kept  our  communication  open  on  every  side  by  a  mobilized  telegraph 
which  shifted  its  position  and  renewed  its  cajyacity  for  the  transmission 
of  intelligence  with  the  momentary  change  of  events.     It  is  but  just  to 
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ofiScers  and  men  to  announce  the  entire  success  of  their  labors,  and  the 
satisfactory  discharge  of  the  very  important  duties  assigned  them. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  N.  r.  Banks: 

E.  MOEEIS  COPELAND, 

[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


April  29,  1802. 
General  Marcy, 

Rendquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  Smith  reports  that  the  water  in  creek  is  falling  rapidly  and 
that  he  expects  to  bo  attacked  at  daybreak.     He  is  preparing  for  it, 
and  I  have  ordered  a  brigade  from  Eicliartlson's  division  to  support 
him.    I  will  also  have  a  brigade  of  Sedgwiclsi's  division  in  readiness. 

E.  Y.  SUMXEE, 
Bri(jadier-General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  General  Keyes.) 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

April  29,  1863. 
General  Keyes, 

Fourth  Corps  d^Armee: 

It  is  said  the  enemy  has  abandoned  his  Avorks  in  front  of  General 
Smith.    Keep  a  sharp  lookout  lor  him  on  the  left. 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 
[11.]  Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


April  29,  18G2. 
General  EicnARDSON: 

Advance  a  brigade  immediately  to  support  General  Smith,  who 
expects  to  be  attacked  at  daybreak. 

E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 
[11.]  Brigadier -General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


April  29,  1802. 
General  Eichardson: 

From  a  dispatch  just  now  received  from  General  Smith  I  wish  you  to 
have  the  four  regiments  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  front,  but  they  will 
not  march  till  further  orders. 

E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 
[11.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  ^Vrmy  of  the  Potomac, 

April  29,  1862. 
General  Eichardson: 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  re-enforcements 
ordered  avIU  not  be  needed  and  you  can  resume  your  usual  duties. 

J.  H.  TAYLOE, 
[11.]  Chief  of  Staff  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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General  Oedbes,  )     Hdqes.  Mountain  Depaetment, 

Ko.  18.  I  Wheeling,  April  29, 1862. 

Brigade  Surg.  John  T.  Carpenter  will  repair  to  Wheeling  and  relieve 
Brigade  Surg.   George  Suckley  in  the  duties  of  medical  purveyor. 
Brigade  Surg.  George  Suckley  is  assigned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  the 
commanding  general  and  will  report  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Fremont : 

HENRY  THEALL, 
[12. J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Geneeal  Oedees,  I  Hdqes.  Mountain  Depaetment, 

No.  19.  J  Wheeling,  April  29,  1862. 

I.  Pursuant  to  directions  of  this  date,  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Asst.  Surg.  J.  Letterman  is  relieved  from  duty  as  medical  director  of 
this  department,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  the  Surgeon- 
General  at  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

II.  Brigade  Surg.  George  Suckley  will  act  temporarily  as  medical 
director  until  relieved  by  Surg.  L.  H.  Holden,  who  is  ordered  to  replace 
Assistant  Surgeon  Letterman. 

By  order  of  Major-Goneral  Fremont; 

HENRY  THRALL, 
[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


YoEKTOWN,  April  30,  1862. 
(Received  Trenches  between  Redoubt  A  and  Battery  5, 

12.30  a.  m.,  May  1,  18G2.) 
Colonel  Lansing  : 

Man  your  redoubts  and  parallels;  push  forward  men  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy;  have  the  guns  in  Batteries  5  and  3  and  Redoubt 
A  ready  to  open  iu  case  of  attack.  I  think  the  object  is  to  cause  us  to 
unnrask  the  batteries.  I  will  have  field  artillery  in  your  rear.  Man 
your  parapets  and  keep  the  men  cool,  and  you  need  fear  nothing.  I 
have  asked  for  two  field  batteries  and  two  regiments  to  be  posted  iu 
your  rear  near  my  old  headquarters  as  a  reserve.  Unless  the  enemy 
advances  in  force  I  don't  want  the  Batteries  5  and  2  to  open.  It  is  only 
to  compel  us  to  show  what  we  are  about  tliat  he  is  now  working. 
Keep  your  men  cool— don't  let  them  be  stampeded.  If  anything  be 
done  it  will  be  just  at  daybreak,  when  the  new  guards  will  be  there. 
Any  other  party  coming  out  will  be  small,  to  draw  fire  that  they  may 
fire  at  you  with  artillery.    Bring  this  in  Avith  you  to-morrow. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

l^^M  Brigadier- General. 

Fredeeioksbueg,  April  30,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Oed, 

GatletVs  Station: 
Move  with  your  brigade  and  the  artillery  and  cavalry  belongiue  to 
McCall's  division  to  this  place  without  delay.    Start  in  the  mornine 
(Thursday,  May  1),  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  by  telejrratdi 

IB viN  Mcdowell, 

1^     J  Major-General. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  April  30,  1863 — 5.35  p.  m. 
General  Geary  : 

You  will  continue  with  the  force  under  your  command  on  the  line  of 
the  Manassas  Gap  Eailroad  to  guard  its  reconstruction  and  protect 
it  until  further  orders  from  this  Department,  detailing  a  suflicient  force 
to  guard  it  from  Manassas  Junction.  You  will  also  send  back  to 
General  McDowell  the  squadron  of  cavalry  sent  as  a  guard  a  few  days 
ago  to  General  Banks'  wagon  train.  Daily  reports  from  your  command 
to  this  Department  by  telegraph  are  also  requested. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Winfield  Scott,  May  1,  1862—9.30  p.  m.  ' 

His  Excellency  the  President,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  asked  for  the  Parrott  guns  from  Washington  for  the  reason  that  some 
expected  had  been  two  weeks  nearlyonthe  way,  and  could  not  be  heard 
from.  They  arrived  last  night.  My  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
them,  and  I  thought  time  might  be  saved  by  getting  others  from  Wash- 
ington. My  object  was  to  hasten,  not  procrastinate.  All  is  being  done 
that  human  labor  can  accomplish.* 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[11.]  Major-tieneral. 


Headquarters  Ijeft  Wing,  Army  or  the  Potomac, 

May  1,  1862. 
General  Keyes: 

I  am  informed  from  the  headquarters  of  the  army  that  there  are  indi- 
cations of  the  enemy's  attempting  something  on  the  right  to-night  or 
early  in  the  morning.  This  may  be  a  feint  to  cover  an  attack  on  the 
left.    Be  particularly  vigilant. 

E.  V.  SUMNBE, 
[11.]  Brigadier-General,  IT.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  May  l,  1862. 
General  Richardson: 

Orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  require  that  you  be 
ready  to  move  an  hour  before  daylight.  Have  your  whole  command 
under  arms  and  iu  readiness  to  move  at  3  a.  m.  and  await  orders. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
[11.]  Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredericksburg,  May  1, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Wadsworth, 

Military  Governor,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  C.: 
General  McCall  tells  me  liis  troops  still  guard  the  railroad,  even  as 
far  back  as  Alexandria,  and  guard  the  bridges  over  Bull  Run  near 


"This  in  reply  to  Lincoln's  dispatch  of  May  1,  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  p. 


130. 
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Manassas  Junction.  I  have  ordered  all  of  McCall's  division  to  this 
point.  I  wish  yon  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  relieve  today,  if 
possible,  or  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can,  any  of  his  force  now  on  or  near 
the  line  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  L'ailroiid,  or  on  the  Manassas 
Gaj)  Eailroad,  or  ]iear  Manassas  Junction,  directing  it  as  soon  as 
relieved  to  repair  here  by  the  most  expeditious  route ;  and  that  until 
other  arrangements  can  be  made,  as  I  hope  they  may,  by  which  Gen- 
eral Banks  shall  have  a  portion  of  this  duty  to  perform,  you  will  give 
all  orders  and  make  such  disposition  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  serv- 
ice on  the  lines  of  railroad  coming  into  Alexandria.  Please  ask  the 
Secretary  to  show  you  my  dispatch  to  him  of  last  night.* 

lEviN  Mcdowell, 

21ajor-Generul,  Commanding  Department. 

[12.] 


HeADQITAETEES  A]3VANCE  Beigade, 
Near  Rectortoic7i,  Va.,  May  J,  1863.     (lieceived  8.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received  late  last  night.  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  the  railroad  has  been  in  complete  running  order 
since  the  29th,  Five  trains  carried  stores  to  Front  Hoy  a  1  yesterday. 
Telegraphic  communication  is  also  complete.  My  connnand  is  guard- 
ing thirty-two  miles  of  the  road.  There  are  numerous  bands  of  guer- 
rillas between  here  and  headwaters  of  the  IJai)pahannock,  and  for  the 
safety  of  the  road  it  is  necessary  for  my  command  to  concentrate  in 
the  western  section,  the  mountains  of  which  are  infested  by  organized 
bands  of  guerrillas.  I  can  there  eflect  measures  for  the  subsequent 
safety  of  our  railroad  operations.  It  will  be  necessary  for  one  regi- 
ment to  guard  the  eastern  iiortion  in  addition  to  the  companies  posted 
west  of  Manassas,  four  companies  at  Salem,  three  at  Kectortown,  and 
three  at  Piedmont.  I  have  telegra])hed  to  General  McOall  to  supply 
them.  My  command  can  take  care  of  the  rest  etl'ectually.  The  cavalry 
guard  to  General  Banks'  wagon  train  has  not  reported  to  me,  nor  am  I 
cognizant  of  their  \\hereabouts. 
>Mth  high  regard, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Colonel  Twenty -eighth  Regiment  rennsylvania  Vols..  Comdg. 
[12.] 


Waeeenton  Junction,  May  l,  1862. 

(Beceived  9  a.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Arrived  here  at  11.30  last  night,  within  the  twelve  hours  you  gave 
me,  having  been  nearly  five  hours  on  the  railroad.  Will  get  informa- 
tion of  troops,  country,  &c.,  and  send  full  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[12.] 

'See  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  ji.  117. 
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Wak  Depaetbient, 
WasMuffton,  J).  6'.,  May  2, 1862—10.20  a.  m. 

(Via  train  from  Manassas  3d.) 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  "W.  Geaky, 

Command mg,  Bvctortoirn,  Va.,  near  Viedmont: 

The  telegraph  line  between  lierc  and  Wincbester  by  tbe  way  of  Har- 
per'.s  Ferry  is  down.  It  is  therefore  important  that  communication 
Willi  Generals  Banks  and  Shields  should  immediately  be  established  by 
the  way  of  Manassas  and  Strasburg.  You  will  at  once  establish  a  line  of 
mounted  couriers  between  Front  lioyal  and  Strasburg  to  carry  messages 
every  four  hours,  leaving  the  respective  places  alternately  every  two 
hours.  You  will  also  establish  at  Front  lloyal  a  telegraph  oflice,  to  be 
kept  constantly  oijen  night  and  day  until  the  line  is  completed  through 
to  Strasburg. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 

[V2,,]  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Vamp  Scott,  May  2,  1862—10  p.  m. 
General  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Gheesemati's  Landing : 
Have  your  division  ready  to  move  to  the  front  to-morrow.  Come  up 
in  the  morning  with  a  staff  officer  to  select  a  camp,  probably  near  the 
Methodist  Church.  Dine  with  me  at  3  o'clock  to-morrow  to  meet  Cap- 
tain Smith  of  the  Navy.  Bo  not  move  your  division  until  you  see  me, 
but  have  it  ready  to  move  when  you  so  order  it.  Would  you  like  Pat- 
terson for  a  brigadier? 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11.]  Major- General. 

Confidential.]      Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp   Winfield  Scott,  May  2,  1862—9.30  p.  m. 

Flag-Ofiflcer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Hampton  Roads: 

It  is  probable  that  I  will  be  able  to  open  a  very  heavy  fire  on  Monday 
morning— certainly  by  Tuesday  morning.  I  think  the  gun-boats  can 
pass  the  batteries  any  dark  night.  They  certainly  can  after  a  day's 
tiring  on  our  part.  I  have  proposed  to  Captain  Smith  that  he  shall  run 
by  the  night  after  we  open.  Eodgers  will,  I  suppose,  be  available  for 
the  same  ])urpose.  I  think  the  effect  of  such  a  movement  will  be  to 
enable  me  to  gain  possession  of  Yorktown  on  the  second  or  third  day. 
Can  you  spare  for  this  decisive  attack  some  more  vessels'?  It  is  all- 
important  to  make  this  blow  a  sure  one. 

G.  P..  MoCLELLAN, 

ni  1  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Winjield  Scott,  May  2,  18G2—9.45  p.  m. 

Capt.  John  Eodgers, 

U.  S.  Ship  Galena,  Hampton  Roads  : 
1  think  we  will  be  ready  for  you  on  Monday,  or  at  latest  Tuesday 
night.    Will  it  be  possible  for  you  to  run  up  here  to-morrow  or  Sunday 
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for  an  hour  or  two  to  arrange  final  movements?  I  think  your  vessel 
should  not  make  its  appearance  here  by  daylight,  but  arrive  after  dark 
and  run  through  before  daybreak.  With  the  aid  of  the  navy,  I  thiuk 
a  glorious  success  awaits  us. 

G.  B.  McGLELLAN, 
[11.]  Major- General. 

May  2, 1862. 
General  Keyes  : 

Have  your  troops  on  the  left  well  in  hand  to-night  and  be  prepared 
to  concentrate  a  large  force  suddenly  if  it  should  be  necessary. 

E.  V.  SUMNEE, 
[11.]  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


May  2,  1S62. 
General  Smith  : 

There  are  indications  of  an  attack  on  our  right  this  morning.     It 
may  be  a  feint  to  cover  some  movement  on  our  left.     Look  out. 


E.  V.  SUMNER, 


[11.]  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanditig. 


Heaj)qtjarters  Left  Wing, 

May  2,  18(12. 
General  Richajidson: 

You  can  dismiss  your  command,  but  hold  it  in  readiness  to  fall  in  at 
a  moment's  notice. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
[11.]  Brigadier -General,  U.  H.  Army,  Commanding. 


Wheeling,  Va.,  May  2,  1862. 

(Received  5..'}0  ]».  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Cox  reports  that  the  advance  guard  of  the  army  under  Col- 
onel Scammon,  in  the  Stone  River  Valley,  had  a  skirmish  with  about 
300  rebels  at  Blue  Stone  Creek,  a  fork  of  the  river,  yesterday  6  a.  m.* 
Considerable  number  wounded  and  killed.  We  lost  1  man  killed  and 
about  20  slightly  wounded.  The  rebels  were  completely  routed  and 
fled.  Scouting  party  from  Forty-seventh  Ohio,  on  Lewisburg  road,  took 
4  prisoners. 

J.  C.  FREMONT, 

[12.]  Mqjor-Geiieral. 


Camp  No.  5,  Princeton,  May  2,  18(12 — 7..W  a,  m. 
Col.  E.  P.  Scammon, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 
Sir:  Tour  strictures  on  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant  Botsford 
are  very  severe,  f    I  wrote  you  my  account  of  it  hastily  during  a 

'  See  Vol.  XII,  Part  I,  p.  449. 

t  See  Scammon  to  Cox,  May  1,  Vol.  XII,  Part  I,  p.  449. 
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momentary  deLiy  of  tlie  column,  and  am  perhaps  blamable  for  sending 
to  you  anything  so  imperfect  as  to  lead  to  such  misapprehension.  I  was 
however,  compelled  to  write  such  an  account  or  none  at  all.  I  trusted 
to  your  favorable  judgment  of  what  was  done,  rather  than  to  the  full- 
ness and  accuracy  of  what  I  was  writing.  I  thought  that  a  most  mer- 
itorious thing  in  all  respects  had  been  done,  and  did  not  imagine  that 
it  could  be  so  stated  as  to  give  you  such  a  view  of  it  as  you  have  taken. 
You  seem  to  think  that  the  expedition  was  au  improper  one  and  that 
Lieutenant  Botsford  or  his  men  must  have  been  guilty  of  great  negli- 
gence. I  think  the  expedition  was  strictly  according  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  instruction  given  by  both  you  and  (ieneral  Fremont,  and  that 
no  blame  ought  to  attach  to  any  one  for  the  manner  of  it  in  any  partic- 
ular. I  knew  by  reliable  information,  which  turned  out  to  be  perfectly 
true,  that  Captain  Foley  and  his  notorious  gang  of  bushwhackers  were 
camped  within  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  of  the  camp  at  Shady  Springs 
where  I  was  stationed;  that  Foley's  force  was  from  thirty  to  sixty 
men,  and  that  the  oidy  way  of  catching  him  was  by  sur])rising  his 
camp  at  night  or  early  daylight.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Botsford  with 
about  seventy-flve  men  of  Company  C,  aided  by  Sergeant  Abbott  and 
his  scouts,  six  in  number,  to  do  this  service.  I  was  satisfied  that  the 
enemy  had  no  force  worth  naming  nearer  than  Princeton,  and  at  Prince- 
ton their  force  was  small — probably  not  over  200  or  300.  All  this 
information  has  turned  out  to  be  correct.  Lieutenant  Botsford  left 
camp  at  9  p.  m.  April  29  and  reached  Foley's  about  daylight.  He 
found  the  nest  warm,  but  tlie  bird  had  flown.  I  can  find  no  blame  in 
this.  He  was  compelled  to  move  slowly  in  a  strange  country  at  night. 
A  scout  could  easily  give  the  required  warning  without  fault  on  our 
part.  On  the  30th  Lieutenant  Botsford  scouted  the  country  for  the 
bushwhackers;  camped  in  a  house  very  defensible,  within  from  four  to 
six  miles  of  where  he  knew  I  was  to  camp  with  the  regiment.  In 
the  meantime  Colonel  Fitz  Hugh  or  Fitzhugh  had  marched  with  the 
whole  force  at  Princeton,  fourteen  companies  of  Jenifer's  cavalry,  dis- 
mounted, numbering  over  200,  to  aid  Foley.  This  was  done  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  and  on  that  evening  Foley,  with  bushwhackers 
and  militia  to  the  number  of  75  or  100,  joined  Fitzhugh.  During  the 
night  they  got  as  near  as  they  could  to  Lieutenant  Botsford  without 
alarming  his  pickets — not  near  enough  to  do  any  mischief.  In  the 
morning  Lieutenant  Botsford  prepared  to  return  to  camp.  He  drew  in 
his  pickets,  formed  liis  line,  and  then  for  the  first  time  the  enemy  came 
within  gunshot.  Botsford's  men  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  a  log-house 
saw  the  enemy  approaching;  a  volley  was  fired  on  each  side,  when 
Lieutenant  Botsford,  finding  the  strength  of  the  attack,  took  shelter  in 
the  liouse  and  fired  with  such  si)irit  and  accuracy  as  to  drive  the  enemy 
out  of  gunshot,  leaving  his  dead  and  four  of  his  wounded  on  the  field, 
all  of  whom  were  taken  possession  of  by  Lieutenant  Botsford's  men 
immediately,  besides  four  wounded  prisoners  who  did  not  run  far 
enough  before  hiding.  This  attack  was  in  no  blamable  seuse"asui'- 
prise."  It  found  Lieutenant  Botsford  perfectly  prepared  for  it.  You 
seem  to  think  there  was  nothing  gained  by  this  affair;  that  it  is  a 
"disaster,"  and  "  we  lost  twenty  men."  Surely  I  could  have  said  jioth- 
iug  to  warrant  this.  Of  the  twenty  wounded,  over  two-thirds  were 
able  and  desired  to  march  to  Princeton  with  us.  Our  loss  was  1  killed 
and  2  dangerously  wounded,  perhaps  mortally,  and  2,  possibly  3, 
others  disabled— perhaps  not  more  than  1.  The  enemy's  loss  was  thir- 
teen dead  and  disabled  that  "  we  got."  Captain  Foley  was  disabled, 
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aud  we  know  of  fotir  otbers  in  like  condition,  and  I  know  not  how 
many  slightly  wounded.  This  is  not  a  disaster,  but  a  fight  of  a  sort 
which  crushes  the  rebellion.  You  speak  of  Company  0  as  advancing 
beyond  "  supporting  distance."  We  heard  the  firing,  and  if  the  enemy 
had  been  stubborn  should  have  been  in  good  time  to  help  drive  him 
off.  He  reported  here  that  our  advance  did  in  fact  drive  him  off.  If 
this  is  not  supporting  distance,  parties  cannot  leave  camp  without  vio- 
lating an  important  rule.  Lieutenant  Botsford  had  retreated  to  within 
four  miles  of  us.  Upon  the  whole,  I  think  the  affair  deserves  com- 
mendation rather  than  censure,  aud  I  take  blame  to  myself  for  writing 
to  you  a  note  under  circumstances  which  precluded  a  full  statement — 
such  a  statement  as  would  have  prevented  such  misapprehension  as  I 
think  you  are  under. 

Respectfully, 

E.  B.  HAYES, 

Lieut.  Col.  Twenty-third  Regiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry,  Comdg. 

[12.]  

Camp  Fo.  5,  Princeton,  May  2,  1862. 
Col.  E.  P.  SCAMMON : 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Paxton,  with  the  cavalry,  reached  hereby 
Giles  road  about  dark.  He  left  the  direct  road  to  Princeton  at  Sjianish- 
burg  and  took  the  Bluff  road,  which  strikes  the  road  from  Giles  to 
Princeton.  We  found  it  impolitic  to  send  the  cavalry  to  the  Tazewell 
or  Wytheville  road,  at  least  in  time,  and  they  went  to  the  Giles  road, 
hoping  to  catch  the  enemy  retreating  on  that  road.  The  enemy  took  the 
Wytheville  road  to  Rocky  Gap  and  escaped.  The  cavalry,  on  entering 
the  Giles  road,  found  a  great  number  of  fresh  tracks  leading  to  Prince- 
ton. Hastening  on  they  came  suddenly  on  the  Forty-fifth  Virginia, 
coming  to  the  relief  of  Princeton.  As  soon  as  the  cavalry  came  in  sight 
there  was  a  skedaddling  of  the  chivalry  for  the  hills,  and  a  scattering  of 
knapsacks  very  creditable  to  their  capacity  to  appreciate  danger.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  hurried  firing  at  long  range,  but  nobody  hurt  on  our 
side  aud  perhaps  none  on  the  other.  The  regiment  seemed  to  number 
200  or  300.  We  suppose  they  will  not  be  seen  again  in  our  vicinity,  but 
we  shall  be  vigilant.  This  is  a  most  capital  pointto  assemble  a  brigade; 
the  best  camping  for  an  army  I  have  seen  in  Western  Virginia.  Sta- 
bling enough  is  left  for  all  needful  purposes,  two  or  three  fine  dwellings 
for  headquarters,  and  smaller  houses  in  sufiicient  numbers  for  storage. 
The  large  buildings  were  nearly  all  burned,  all  the  brick  buildings 
included.  Churches  all  gone  and  public  buildings  of  all  sorts.  Meat, 
sheep,  cattle,  hogs,  in  sufBcient  quantities  to  keep  starvation  from  the 
door.  If  you  will  send  salt  we  shall  be  able  to  live  through  the  bad 
roads.  Forage  I  know  nothing  of.  There  must  be  some.  Our  couriers 
were  fired  on  at  Blue  Stone.  They  report  Foley's  gang  is  scattered 
along  the  road.  There  should  be  a  strong  force  at  Flat  Top  under  an 
enterprising  man  like  Colonel  Jones.  The  country  we  passed  over 
yesterday  is  the  most  dangerous  1  have  seen;  at  least  twelve  miles  of 
the  twenty-two  need  skirmishing.  If  quartermasters  are  energetic 
there  ought  to  be  no  scarcity  here.  The  road  can't  get  worse  than  it 
was  yesterday,  and  our  trains  kept  up  to  a  fast  moving  column  nearly 
all  the  way.  The  Twenty-third  marched  beautifully.  A  steady  rain, 
thick,  slippery  mud,  and  twenty-two  miles  of  traveling  they  did  closed 
up  well  without  grumbling,  including  wading  Blue  Stone  waist  deep. 
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The  section  of  tlie  battery  bebaved  well.  I  have  already  praised  the 
cavalry.  You  see  bow  1  am  compelled  to  write;  a  senteuce  and  an 
interruption.  You  will  excuse  the  result,  lam  very  glad  the  telegraph 
is  coming;  we  shall  need  it.  1  have  just  heard  that  the  train  and  one 
piece  of  artillery  was  in  rear  of  the  point  where  our  cavalry  came  on 
the  Forty  fifth.  1  would  be  glad  to  pursue  them,  but  am  bound  to  obey 
instructions  in  good  faith.  Itest  easy  on  that  point.  The  men  are 
X)raying  that  they  may  be  encouraged  yet  to  come  to  us. 
iJespectfuUy, 

E.  B.  HAYES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Twenty-third  Kegiment  Ohio  Vohtnteer  Infantry. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Paxton  will  act  as  provost-marshal.    He  is 
admirably  fitted  for  it  and  is  pleased  to  act. 

[12.] 


Camp  No.  5,  Princeton,  May  2,  1862 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Col.  E.  r.  SCAMMON : 

Sir  :  Company  B  and  A  Company  of  cavalry  scouted  the  road  toward 
Wytheville  several  miles  to-day.  They  report  the  enemy  all  gone  to 
llocky  Gap.  None,  bushwhackers  or  others,  anywhere  iu  the  direction 
near  here.  Numbers  of  militia  who  were  in  service  here  yesterday  are 
reported  escaped  to  their  homes,  and  Avilling  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  surrender  their  arms.  A  cavalry  company  scouted  the  road 
toward  Giles.  They  report  the  Forty-fifth  retreated  in  great  haste  to 
CJiles,  saying  they  found  Princeton  just  occupied  by  2,000  cavalry  and 
8,000  infantry.  Their  panic  on  falling  in  with  Colonel  Paxton's  cavalry 
was  even  more  complete  than  was  supposed.  They  left  knapsacks, 
blankets,  and  baggage.  They  had  marched  over  twenty  miles  yester- 
day to  get  here  and  were  worn  out.  There  was  a  mistake  as  to  the  enemy 
flrfng-ou  our  couriers.  No  bushwhackers  have  been  seen  between  here 
and  Flat  Top  since  we  passed.  Three  parties  have  passed  the  entire 
distance  since  baggage  trains.  Negro  servants  of  officers  straggling 
along  alone,  &c.,  and  nobody  disturbed  by  the  enemy.  The  couriers 
rode  past  picket-post  of  one  of  my  scouting  parties,  refusing  to  halt,  and 
were  therefore  fired  u])on.  Captain  Gilmore  is  heie  with  his  company. 
Lieutenant  Cooper  and  property  left  at  Shady  Springs  is  here.  Forage 
is  turning  up  in  small  quantities  in  a  place,  but  amounts  to  an  important 
item  in  the  aggregate.  Fifteen  head  of  cattle  have  been  gathered  up. 
There  are  sheep  and  hogs  of  some  value.  Only  twelve  men  reported 
excused  from  duty  out  of  the  700.  Twenty-third  men  who  came  up, 
Company  C,  I  left  behind  to  look  after  their  wounded.  They  will  come 
up  to-morrow.  Eupel  G.  French  will  perhaps  be  crippled  for  life,  proba- 
bly die.  Can't  he  be  put  in  the  iwsition  of  a  soldier  eidisted  or  some- 
thing to  get  his  family  the  pension  land,  &c.  ?  What  can  be  done?  He 
was  a  scout  in  our  uniform  on  duty  at  the  time  of  receiving  his  wound. 
If  the  present  indications  can  be  relied  on,  this  region  will  soon  return 
to  its  allegiance.  If  nothing  new  transpires,  will  not  one  dispatch  each 
day  be  suflicient  hereafter,  with  the  understanding  that  on  any  important 
event  occurring  a  messenger  will  be  sent"? 

E.  B.  HAYES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Txcenty -third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

[12.] 
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Headquarters  Shields'  Division, 
New  Slarlcet,  May  3, 1862.    (Received  8  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary : 

Your  welcome  order  of  the  2d  instant  just  received.*  I  will  jirepare 
to  move  with  my  division  at  a  inoineut's  warning.  Could  1  not  have 
the  Maryland  cavalry  with  me? 

JAS.  SHIELDS, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 
[12.J 


Headquarters  Advance  Brigade, 

Near  liectortown,  Va.,  May  3,  ]H63 — ?  p.  m. 

(lieceived  6.40  p.  m.  4th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  relative  to  forwarding  dispatches  to  Gen- 
eral Banks  and  others  was  received  at  3  p.  m.  to-day.  1  have  already 
forwarded  the  dispatches  and  made  arrangements  as  meet  the  require- 
ments of  your  order.  I  have  no  change  in  the  afiairs  of  the  road  to 
report.  Gruerrillas  continue  to  hang  around  ns.  I  have  not  been  advised 
of  any  troojjs  to  occupy  the  posts  at  Salem,  liectortown,  and  Piedmont. 
I  consider  it  very  important  that  they  be  sent  forward  without  delay, 
that  I  may  take  charge  of  the  western  portion  of  the  road,  which  is 
hourly  threatened  by  considerable  numbers  of  guerrilla  cavalry,  who 
might  in  one  hour  make  the  road  useless  for  several  days. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  GEAEY, 


[12.J 


Colonel  Tioenty-ciyhth  Regiment  Pennsylvania    Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Camj)  Scott,  May  4, 1862. 


Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Fort  Monroe: 

If  it  appears  that  West  Point  is  not  strongly  held  I  would  suggest 
pushing  the  Galena  and  some  gun-boats  up  the  James  lUver. 

G.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

[11-]  Major- General. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Monroe,  May  1, 1862. 
Major-General  McOlellan, 

Yorlitown : 

Brigadier-General  Mansfield  reports  that  three  men  from  a  steamer 
he  burned  this  morning,  loaded  with  coal  for  Norfolk,  inform  him  that 
the  rebels  have  removed  the  heavy  guns  from  Mulberry  Island  and 
from  Jamestown,  and  are  abandoning  those  points.  It  would  seem 
that  the  bird  has  flown. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

[11-J Major-  General. 


*See  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  125. 
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U.  S.  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Eampton  lioadu,  Va.,  May  4,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McOlellan, 

Commanding  Arnuj  of  the  Potomac,  &c.,  Xear  YorJctown,  Ya. : 
With  my  whole  lieart  I  do  most  cordially  coiig-ratulate  you  on  your 
brilliant  and  important  achievement.     The  gun-boats  shall  accompany 
you  up  York  lUver. 

L.  M.  GOLD8BOROUGH, 
1 11.]  Flag-Officcr. 

Headqttaktebs  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

May  4,  1862. 
General  Franklin: 

The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  get  around  to  Yorktown  this 
evening,  if  possible.    Every  hour  is  important. 

E.  B.  MAECY, 

[11.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  Division, 

No.  48.  )  On  Board  Steamer  Mystic,  May  1, 1802. 

The  division  will  re-embark  on  board  the  transports  at  once.    The 
artillery  will  go  oji  board  the  boats  prepared  for  it. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Franklin : 

E.  SPAEEOW  PUEDY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
fll.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappaiiannock, 

May  '],  1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

A  colored  man  came  in  to-day  from  the  other  side  of  the  river  and 
represented  himself  as  Jeff.  Davis'  coachman,  and  from  my  examination 
of  him  I  am  satisfied  he  was  so.  He  reports  scraps  of  conversation 
overheard  by  liim  while  driving  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  in  the  carriage, 
and  between  Mr.  Davis  and  those  who  came  to  see  him.  Mr.  Davis 
and  General  J.  E.  Johnston  had  some  heated  discussion  about  the  Lit- 
ter's retreat  from  Manassas ;  Mr.  Davis  disapproving  of  it  and  ordering 
a  stand  to  be  made  at  Gordon svi lie,  wliich  Johnston  declined  to  do,  and 
offered  to  resign,  ajul  was  even  indisposed  to  go  to  Yorktown.  Mrs. 
Davis  said  she  thought  tliis  very  bad  in  him  to  be  unwilling  to  go  and 
hel])  General  Magruder.  The  coachman  overheard  the  conversation 
between  Johnston  and  Davis'  wife,  the  former  saying  if  he  had  not  left 
Manassas  when  he  did  that  McGlellan  would  have  come  out  against 
him  and  cut  him  all  to  pieces.  Mrs.  Davis  read  sm  article  in  the  Ilich- 
mond  ExamiTier  to  her  husband,  saying  that  itMaspartof  the  Yankees' 
plans  that  Generals  Banks  and  McDowell  were  to  form  a  junction  in 
Louisa  or  Caroline  Counties  and  move  down  on  Eichmond.  Davis 
remarked  that  he  thought  that  was  so,  but  that  his  generals  would 
take  care  of  them.  On  the  same  subject  he  overheard  a  conversation 
between  Davis  and  Doctor  Gwiu,  former  U.  S.  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia.   Davis  said  that  he  had  sent  General  .1.  E.  Anderson  from 
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ISTortli  Carolina  to  resist  the  luarcli  of  the  Federals  from  Fredericks- 
burg and  to  delay  them  long  enough  for  him  to  see  the  probable  result 
of  the  contest  before  Yorktown,  so  that  if  that  was  likely  to  be  unsuc- 
cessful he  would  have  time  to  extricate  his  army  from  the  Peninsula 
and  get  them  into  Eichmoud  and  out  of  Virginia;  that  otherwise  tbey 
would  all  be  caught.  The  coachman  represents  that  Mrs.  Davis  said 
tlie  Confederacy  was  about  played  out;  that  if  New  Orleans  was  really 
taken  she  had  no  longer  any  interest  in  the  matter,  as  all  she  had  was 
there;  that  it  was  a  great  ]>ity  they  had  ever  attempted  to  heed  Vir- 
ginia and  the  other  non-cotton- growing  States;  that  she  said  to  Mrs. 
1).  E.  Jones,  daughter  of  Col.  James  Taylor,  U.  S.  commissary  general 
of  subsistence,  and  who  was  very  anxious  to  get  to  Washington,  where 
she  has  one  of  her  children,  not  to  give  herself  any  trouble,  but  only  to 
stay  where  she  was,  and  when  the  Yankees  came  into  Eichmond  she 
could  go.  He  says  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  all  their  books,  clothing, 
and  ]nctures  packed  up  ready  to  move  o&;  that  tliere  is  much  out- 
spoken Union  feeling  in  Eichmond ;  tliat,  having  been  waiter  in  a  hotel, 
he  knows  all  the  Union  men  of  the  place,  and  that  the  Yankees  are  looked 
for  with  much  pleasure,  more  by  the  whites  than  even  by  the  colored 
people.  The  Confederate  money  is  not  taken  when  it  can  be  avoided. 
Mrs.  Davis  herself  was  refused  when  she  offej'ed  a  ten-dollar  Confeder- 
ate note,  which  she  did  in  x)ayment  for  something  imrchased  for  Mrs. 
Brown,  Many  of  the  Eichmond  people  wish  the  Union  troops  to  come, 
as  they  are  half  starved  out.  The  bank  and  Government  property  are 
all  packed  up  for  Danville,  jST.  0.  [Va.]  General  Johnston  did  not  think 
they  would  succeed  at  Y^orktown.  Overheard  officers  say  if  they  failed 
at  Yorktown  and  New  Orleans  they  would  h^ave  Virginia. 

lEvm  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Majo7-- General. 


Head(,iiiartees  Shields'  Division, 
lieni  Market,  May  4,  JSGH.     (Eeceived  7  a.  m.  .5th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  in  reference  to  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown 
received.  I  have  all  along  appreljended  this  before  we  could  close  round 
the  enemy  and  cut  off  his  communications.  I  feel  very  .anxious  to  know 
in  what  direction  he  is  likely  to  retire. 

JAS.  SHIELDS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
[12.] 


Wakkenton  Junction,  May  4,  18C2—9.30  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  10.40  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Dispatch  announcing  evacuation  of  Yorktown  received.  Sent  strong 
cavalry  i-econnaissance  to  cross  Eappahannock  and  proceed  rapidly  and 
secretly  toward  Culpeper  Court-House  to  obtain  information  concern- 
ing movements  and  position  of  enemy,  &c.  (Jave  detailed  instructions 
respecting  proper  degree  of  caution  and  prudence.  If  opportunity 
offers,  I  want  to  pick  any  tempting  force  sufliciently  near,  and  at  the 
same  time  want  to  know  whether  they  may  have  similar  intentions 
respecting  myself.    The  force  at  Catlett's  being  removed,  leaves  me  far 
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enough  in  advance  to  make  either  course  practicable  under  -favorable 
circumstances.    I  will  uot  be  caught  napping. 
llespectfuUy, 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

[12.]  Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  (J.,  May  4,  1863. 
General  EosECRANS, 

Wi7ichesfer  : 
The  rebels  evacuated  Yorktown  last    night.     Demonstrations  are 
being  made  toward  Banks  and  may  also  be  directed  toward  McDowell. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  4,  1862. 
John  Tucker,  Esq., 

Fortress  Monroe: 
Please  detain,  until  further  order,  all  the  transportation  that  may  be 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  Shipping  Point,  or  elsewhere  in  that  vicinity,  and 
report  how  much  transportation  there  is  fit  lor  a  movement  upon 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  how  nuich  there  is  fit  for  any  other  purpose. 
Give  this  instant  attention. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

[11-]  

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  IK  C,  May  d,  1862. 
Col.  H.  Haupt, 

Foiomac  Greek: 
I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  first  essay.  Your  foresight, 
energy,  and  general  good  management  will  insure  continued  success. 
The  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown  without  either  fight  or  bom- 
bardment is  confirmed.  The  evacuation  was  completed  last  night,  but 
had  been  going  on  for  some  days,  it  is  reported.  Nothing  new  from 
tlie  West. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
[12.]  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Camp  No.  5,  Princei.n,  May  I,  1S62 — 1  a.  in. 

Col.  E.  P.  SCAMMON, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 
Sir  :  At  this  time  1  have  received  no  communication  from  yon  written 
after  you  heard  of  the  capture  of  this  point.  I  shall  hold  this  until  10 
o'clock  if  I  do  not  sooner  hear  from  you.  f  send  inclosed  a  list  of  Cap- 
tain Foley's  men,  the  "Flat  Top  Copi)erheads,"  taken  from  the  pocket 
of  one  killed  by  Lieutenant  Botsford's  men.*  You  have  the  precious 
document,  with  spelling,  &c.  It  should  be  copied  for  all  who  are  likely 
to  catch  any  of  the  scamps.  Foragers  yesterdny  found  considerable 
quantities  of  well-cured  bacon  and  fresh  meat.    With  new  grass  coming 
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on  aud  this  meat  an  enterprising  army  is  not  going  to  starve.  This 
move  was  not  made  a  day  too  soon.  A  further  advance  while  the  panic 
prevails  is  a  plain  duty,  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  order  it  as  soon  as 
you  arrive.  Com]iany  C  will  be  very  anxious  to  come  here  to  be  ready 
to  go  forward  with  us.  If  a  guard  is  required  when  you  reach  them, 
for  their  wounded,  I  suggest  that  you  order  a  detail  of,  say,  two  men 
from  each  company  or  regiment  to  do  that  duty,  and  thus  relieve  the 
companj'.  Two  citizens  of  Kanawha  County  fled  here  with  their  slaves 
soon  after  our  forces  entered  the  valley — Colonels  Ward  and  Blain,  or 
some  such  name.  They  hesitated  about  taking  the  oath  to  support  Gov- 
ernor Peirpoiut's  government.  They  will  take  the  oath  to  the  United 
States.  This  simply  means  secession.  One  of  tliem  got  a  pass  from 
General  Cox,  dated  December  17.  I  think  these  wealthy  scoundrels 
ought  to  be  treated  with  the  same  severity  as  other  rebels.  They  want 
food  for  their  slaves.  We  have  none  to  spare  to  such  men.  Colonel 
I'faxtou]  will  perbai)S  pass  them  to  you.  if  you  allow  Quartermaster 
Gardner  to  furnish  them,  let  them  pay  sutler's  prices,  the  same  as  our 
soldiers  do.  If  I  hear  tliat  you  put  them  in  the  guaixl  tent  I  shall  be 
pleased.  They  may  not  leave  here  until  you  come.  I  have  stricken 
Eev.  Amos  Wilson's  name  from  the  rolls.  If  he  sends  his  resignation, 
all  well;  if  not,  the  order  will  be  ])ublished  if  you  approve.  I  inclose 
Major  Comly's  remarks  on  the  Foley  list.* 
EespectfuUy, 

R.  P>.  HATES, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdq.  Twenty -third  Regiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry. 
II-'-] 


FoKT  MONEOE,  May  5,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  no  reply  to  my  telegram  about  transports,  but  the  quarter- 
master here  has  just  received  directions  from  General  Van  Vliet  to 
send  all  the  transports  he  may  have  to  Yorktown,  which  indicates  that 
they  cannot  release  any  they  had  on  Saturday.  The  sea  steamers 
Ocean  Queen  and  Daniel  Webster  were  at  Cheeseman's  Lauding  on 
Saturday,  and  I  think  they  can  be  had  for  your  purpose.  No  news 
except  that  you  receive  from  other  sources.  I  wiU  telegraph  by  the 
early  boat  to-morrow. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 

[11-J  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


FoET  MoNEOE,  May  5,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

S  vrvtary  of  War: 

Your  dispatch  received  at  12.30  o'clock.  There  are  no  transports 
here  except  those  watching  the  Merrimac  and  small  steamers  engaged 
in  regular  service.  On  Saturday  there  were  a  large  number  of  steamers 
and  schooners  at  Cheeseman's  Landing,  but  General  McOlellan  would 
not  then  release  any  of  them.  I  have  telegraphed  to  know  where  they 
are,  and  how  many,  and  which  can  be  placed  at  my  command,  and 
expect  to  inform  you  by  the  boat  that  leaves  here  at  4  p.  m. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 

[1-1-J Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


'  Oiuitted. 
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May  5,  1862, 
Geueral  Maecy,  or 
General  Franklin: 

A  contraband  servant  in  the  Twentieth  Georgia  confirms  in  a 
remarkable  manner  the  story  of  Jackson  and  the  attack.  He  says 
ahso  that  eight  regiments  went  to  reeiiforce  Jaclcsou  last  night  at 
Hanover  Junction.    He  goes  to  General  Andrew  Porter, 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brif/adier-  General. 
General  Franklin: 

Come  over  if  you  can  this  morning  to  look  at  my  lines. 

[11.]  WM.  F.  SMITH. 


Headquarters  Department  oi'  tue  Rappahannock, 

Opposite  Frederick sbur;/,  May  5,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Wadsworth, 

Military  Governor  of  Washington: 
Being  fjlaced  under  my  orders,  I  have  directed  Colonel  Geary  to 
report  the  strength  and  position  of  his  command  to  you,  and  I  will 
thank  you  to  give  him  such  orders  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  railroad  from  Manassas  west.  The  regiments  at  Aqnia 
Creek  will  constitute  a  brigade  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Eicketts,  who  has  been  ordered  to  repair  without  delay  to 
Aquia  Creek  to  organize  it. 

iKViN  Mcdowell, 

[12. J  Major-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs,  Mountain  Department, 

No.  22,  ]  Wheeling,  May  5, 1862. 

******* 

II.  The  limits  of  the  Eailroad  District,  as  defined  in  General  Orders, 
No.  6,  current  series,  are  so  extended  as  to  embrace  all  that  part  of 
Hampshire  and  Hardy  Counties  lying  within  the  Mountain  Depart- 
ment. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Fremont: 

HENEY  THEALL, 

[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Camp  No.  5,  Princeton,  May  5,  1862 — 6'  «.  m. 
Col.  E.  P.  SCAMMON, 

Commanding  Tliird  Brigade: 
Sir:  There -will  be  no  difficulty  in  turning  the  enemy's  position  at 
the  Narrows  of  New  Eiver.  There  are  paths  or  ojien  woods  accessible 
to  infantry  leading  across  the  mountains  to  the  right  of  the  Narrows 
into  the  valley  of  Wolf  Creek,  thence  by  good  roads  to  the  mouth  of 
Wolf  Cieek  four  to  six  miles  from  Giles  Court  House,  and  in  the  rear 
of  the  Narrows.  This  you  will  understand  by  looking  at  any  map  of 
this  region.  Guides  can  be  i)rocurcd  who  will  undertake  to  pilot  us 
across,  a  circuit  of  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  miles.  I  doubt  whether  the 
enemy  will  attempt  to  hold  the  Narrows.  Their  force  was  the  Forty- 
fifth  Reirriniftiit  mid  about  800  inilitia  of  Giles,  Montgomery,  and 
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Counties.  The  Forty-flftli  has  a  large  part  of  it  scattered  over  toward 
the  Wytheville  road,  a  part  missing,  and  the  remnant,  at  the  Narrows, 
will  run  on  the  first  excuse.  The  force  now  here  can  take  the  Nar- 
rows on  your  order  in  forty-eight  hours.  They  are  said  to  have  some 
artillery,  three  to  six  pieces.  I  have  sent  reliable  scouts  to  try  to  get 
accurate  information.  A  rebel  cajitain  of  the  Forty-fifth  said,  "No 
man  could  stand  the  yelling  of  the  Yankees,  especially  as  they  fired  so 
fast."  Twenty  wagons,  provisions,  and  Company  15,  Thirtieth,  arrived 
at  2  p.  m.  They  report  tlie  roads  hence  to  Ilaleigh  very  good  and 
improving.  The  trouble  is  from  Raleigh  to  Gauley.  Captains  Hunter 
and  Lovejoy  have  arrived.  They  report  Captain  Foley  died  of  his 
wounds.  This  will  be  a  death  blow  to  the  "  Coi)perheiids."  All  the 
people  tell  us  that  we  need  ai)prehend  no  bushwhacking  this  side  of 
that  gang,  either  here  or  in  front  of  us.  I  am  much  gratified  with  the 
order  and  messages  you  send.  I  know  I  have  not  given  you  as  full 
and  explicit  report  of  things  as  would  have  been  desirable,  but  when 
actually  engaged  in  an  enterprise,  T  am  so  occu])ied  in  trying  to  do  the 
best  thing  that  I  cannot  write  satisfactorilJ^  I  think  in  this  matter 
every  important  thing  was  right,  save  possibly  one,  which  I  will 
explain  when  we  meet.  We  can  get  here  and  in  the  country  in  front 
considerable  meat — some  cured,  but  mostly  fresh.  In  sending  forward 
provision  trains  this  can  to  some  extent  be  considered.  More  salt,  less 
meat,  can  be  sent.  Will  you  dispatch  General  Cox  that  our  long-range 
muskets  are  much  needed  in  the  present  service.  Our  experience  the 
last  few  days  satisfies  every  one  that  a  man  who  can  kill  at  400  yards 
is  worth  three  or  four  men  with  common  muskets.  The  quartermaster 
will  never  send  them  unless  General  Cox  orders  it.  It  rained  during 
the  night  and  is  cloudy  this  morning.  I  think  we  shall  not  have 
another  "smart  spell  of  falling  weather,"  however.  In  the  house 
intended  for  your  headquarters  are  ten  or  fifteen  rooms  of  all  sorts, 
some  chairs  and  tables,  but  no  bedding;  a  good  kitchen  cooking  stove, 
two  negro  women,  and  all  appendages.  Thomas  will  be  able  to  make  it  a 
good  establishment  in  a  few  hours  for  everybody  you  want,  and  a  vacant 
room  for  hospitality.  If,  however,  you  ])refer  something  smaller,  there 
are  three  or  four  others  that  will  do  as  well,  and  the  house  in  question 
can  be  a  hospital,  if  needed.  No  sick  here  now.  You  must  have  your 
bedding  with  you  when  you  arrive,  if  possible. 
Eespectfully, 

K.  B.  HAYES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Twenty-third  Ecgt.  Ohio  Vol.  Infty.,  Comclg,  Detachment. 

[12.]  

Camp  No.  5,  rrinccton,  May  5,  1862. 
Colonel  SCAMMON : 

Sir  :  This  whole  region  is  completely  conquered ;  rapid  movement  is  all 
that  is  needed  to  take  possession  of  the  railroad  and  several  good  coun- 
ties without  opposition.  Militiamen  are  coming  in  glad  to  take  the 
oath  and  get  home  to  work  crops.  A  part  of  Jenifer's  force  retreated 
through  Tazewell,  abandoning  Jeflersonville,  and,  it  is  reported,  burning 
it.  Humphrey  Marshall  is  reported  oq  the  railroad  and  near  or  at 
Wytheville.  The  Forty-fifth  retreated  ou  Giles,  abandoning  the  Nar- 
rows, leaving  the  place  deserted.  The.se  are  the  reports,  not  perfectly 
reliable,  but  I  am  inclined  to  credit  them.  At  the  Rocky  Gap  many  mus- 
kets were  even  burned,  the  militiamen  thinking  it  safer  to  return  home 
unarmed.  There  is  a  report  from  Tazewell  that  a  battalion  of  cavalry 
is  approaching  through  Logan  and  McDowell,  the  other  Dart  of  the 
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Second  Virginia.  If  so  tbey  will  meet  witli  no  opposition  wortb  naming. 
It  is  about  certain  that  the  enemy  had  but  one  cannon  at  the  Narrows. 
All  I  give  you  is  rumor  or  the  nature  of  rumor,  except  the  conduct  and 
disposition  of  the  new  militia,  i  have  that  from  their  own  lips.  An 
active  command  can  push  to  the  r;iilroad,  taking  coffee,  salt,  and  sugar, 
and  subsist  itself  long  enough  to  get  the  I'ailroad  from  Newberne  100 
miles  west.  I  speak  of  the  future  in  the  way  of  suggestion,  that  your 
thoughts  may  turn  toward  planning  enterprises  before  the  scare  sub- 
sides. The  rations  I  speak  of  because  we  ought  to  have  a  large  supply 
of  some  things,  counting  upon  the  country  for  the  others.  Colonel 
Little  will  send  us  reports  perfectly  reliable  as  to  the  Narrows  to-mor- 
row. I  hear  a  report  that  the  enemy,  the  Forty-fifth,  did  not  stop  at 
Giles  but  kept  on  toward  Newberne.  I  give  these  reports  as  showing 
the  drift  of  feeling  in  this  country  and  hints  at  truth  rather  than  truth 
itself. 

Monday  Night. 

I  have  now  reliable  information  of  the  enemy.  I  think  it  differs  in 
many  respects  from  rumors  mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  Tlie  Forty- 
fifth  Eegiment  during  Friday  and  Saturday  straggled  back  to  its  camp 
at  the  mouth  of  Wolf  Creek,  a  short  distance  above  the  Narrows. 
About  four-fifths  of  the  force  got  back  foot  sore,  without  hats,  coats,  or 
knapsacks,  and  arms  in  many  cases.  In  the  course  of  Friday  and 
Saturday  a  considerable  part,  perhaps  half,  of  the  cavalry  we  drove 
from  here  reached  the  same  point,  mouth  of  Wolf  Creek,  having  passed 
through  liocky  Gap  and  thence  taken  the  Wolf  Creek  and  Tazewell  road 
easterly.  On  Saturday  evening  they  were  preparing  to  leave  camp,  the 
Forty-iifth  to  go  to  Eocky  Gap,  whither  they  had  just  been  ordered,  and 
the  cavalry  and  the  few  militia  were  to  go  with  them  as  far  as  Dublin  or 
go  west  to  the  salt-works  in  Washington  and  Wythe  Counties.  They 
all  expected  to  be  gone  from  Wolf  Creek  and  the  Narrows  during  Sunday. 
There  would  be  no  fighting  the  Yankees  this  side  of  Dublin,  possibly 
at  Dublin  a  fight.  The  militia  of  Wythe,  Grayson,  aud  Carroll,  700 
strong,  are  the  force  at  Wytbeville.  At  Abingdon  1,000  Floyd's  men. 
In  Kussell  County  Humphrey  Marshall  is  still  reported  with  3,000  men, 
badly  armed  and  worse  disciplined.  The  great  salt-works  (King's) 
work  400,  ten  furnaces,  and  turn  out  1,700  bushels  every  twenty-four 
hours.  No  armed  foi'ce  there.  All  this  from  contrabands  and  sub- 
stantially correct.  Later. — Seven  more  contrabands  just  in.  They 
report  tliat  on  Sunday  the  Forty-fifth  aud  other  forces,  except  about 
thirty  guards  of  biiggage,  left  tlie  vicinity  of  the  Narrows,  arriving  at 
Giles  Court-House  Sunday  afternoon  on  the  way  to  Dublin  Depot;  that 
from  there  they  expected  to  go  west  to  Abingdon.  The  contrabands 
passed  the  Narrows;  only  a  small  guard  was  there  with  a  few  tents  and 
wagons.  No  cannon  were  left  tiiere.  I  do  not  doubt  the  general  truth- 
fulness of  the  story.  It  confirms  the  former.  The  inclosed  letters*  per- 
haps contain  something  that  ought  to  be  known  to  General  Fremont; 
if  so  you  can  extract  a  fact  or  two  to  telegraph.  They  were  got  from 
the  last  mail  sent  here  by  the  rebels.  The  carrier  stopped  seven  miles 
south  of  here,  and  the  mail  picked  up  there.  I  wish  to  send  three  com- 
panies or  so  to  the  Narrows  immediately  to  see  if  we  can  catch  the  guard 
and  baggage  left  behind.  If  you  approve  send  me  word  back  immedi- 
ately and  1  will  start  the  expedition  in  the  morning. 

E.  B.  HATES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Ticeniy-third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Vorndf/. 

[12.]  ■  
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Camp  No.  5,  May  5,  18(J2— Latest. 
Colonel  Scammon: 

Colonel  :  Two  more  contrabands.    We  can  surely  get  the  baggage 
in  six  hours,  eighteen  miles,  without  difficulty.    Do  send  the  order. 

It.  B.  HAYES, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
[12.] 


McClellan's  ITeadqttartebs,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

May  6,  18G2. 

Col.  D.  H-  KUCKER, 

Quartermaster : 
What  is  McDowell  doing  with  so  many  boats  in  the  Eappahannock! 
Can't  some  of  them  be  ordered  here  and  to  Perry  ville?  We  are  moving 
troops  by  water  to  West  Point,  and  want  everything  we  can  obtain. 
Besides,  we  have  now  2,500  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  to  be  .sent  by 
water  to  hospitals.  We  have  had  a  pretty  severe  light  and  whipped 
the  enemy  handsomely.  Hancock's  brigade  acted  splendidly.  Our 
cavalry  used  their  sabers. 

S.  VAN  VLIET, 
Brigadier-  General. 
[11.] 


CiRCTTLAB.]  Headquarters  Porter's  Division, 

Gamp  Winfield  Bcott,  Ya.,  May  6,  1862. 
In  compliance  with  orders  from  General  McClellan  tliis  division  will 
embark  as  soon  as  transportation  arrives.  Part  of  the  transportation 
will  arrive  to-morrow,  when  a  portion  of  the  command  will  embark. 
Commanders  will  see  that  their  commands  are  supplied  with  four  days' 
rations  and  four  days'  forage  for  their  animals  dating  from  the  day  of 
embarkation.  The  order  designating  the  manner  in  which  the  troops 
will  embark  will  be  issued  to-morrow. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Afljutant- General. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

Opj>osite  Frcderivkshurji,  May  (J,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Bayard,  &c.  : 

General:  Your  communication  of  this  date  respecting  the  rebel 
camp  opposite  yours  has  been  submitted  to  the  general,  who  directs  me 
to  say  that  he  does  not  desire  you  to  take  any  measures  for  driving  them 
from  the  position  which  they  occupy,  it  being  tlie  one  that  the  general 
wishes  them  to  be  in,  but  content  j-ourself  witli  keeping  your  command 
in  a  safe  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Fort  Monroe,  May  c,  1862. 

(Keceived  0  p,  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  : 

No  transports  can  be  spared  from  Yorktown  for  at  least  two  days. 
There  is  no  news  that  you  do  not  get  from  other  sources. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 

[■1-1-]  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


New  Market,  May  tf,  1802. 

(Keceived  8.10  a.  m.  7th.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report.  The  enemy  continue  in  largo  force 
at  Swift  liun  (iap  and  below  Harrisonburg.  The  position  of  our  troops 
remains  the  same  as  last  report. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
1 12.]  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Giles  Ootjrt-House,  May  6, 1802. 
Colonel  Hayes: 

Arrived  here  and  took  the  place  completely  by  surprise.  No  house 
burnt.  Citizens  all  here.  Large  amount  of  commissary  stores.  Teams 
were  engaged  in  hauling  them  away  when  we  came.  We  have  captured 
1  major,  1  lieutenant-colonel,  and  15  or  20  other  prisoners.  Completely 
successful  so  far,  but  need  re-enforcements  immediately,  as  the  enemy 
is  only  ten  miles  distant  with  a  considerable  force.  Seud  us  some  of 
the  mounted  riHes  until  you  can  come. 
In  great  haste, 

J.  M.  COMLY, 
Major  Twenty-third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  ordered  Captain  Hunter  forward  to  this  place. 

[12.] 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Eappahannock, 

No.  40.  )  Opposite  Freelericlisburg,  May  7,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  Third  Brigade,  of  King's  division  (Cutler's),  and  will  report  to 
Brigadier- General  King  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell : 

SAML.  BRECK, 
[12.]  Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredericksburg,  May  7, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Bayard, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

General  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  reporting  the  march  of 
several  of  the  enemy's  regiments  up  the  river,  has  been  submitted  to 
the  general  commanding,  who  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  he  is  much 
surprised  at  your  suggestion  to  meet  what  he  does  not  regard  as  an 
emergency,  even  if  what  you  report  is  a  fact.    With  a  large  river  in 
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front  of  you,  and  the  means  of  moving  most  promptly  should  you  be 
pressed,  no  supports  can  possibly  be  required.  He  counsels  you  to  per- 
form well  the  part  of  a  cavalry  officer,  and  if  the  danger  be  as  imminent 
as  you  suppose,  keep  half  of  your  command  ready  saddled,  and  attack 
any  force  which  may  be  directed  against  you.  The  general  regards  you 
as  an  officer  in  charge  of  an  outpost  and  expects  you  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHlilVEK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chic/  of  Staff. 

Camp  No.  6,  Giles,  May  7,  1862—6.30  o'clock. 
Colonel  ScAMMOK  : 

SiK:  We  arrived  here  after  a  pretty  severe  march  of  twenty- eight 
miles.  We  know  really  very  little  of  the  enemy.  It  is  reported  the 
Jenifer  cavalry  is  at  Newberne,  the  Forty-fifth  at  Cloyd's  Mountain, 
thirteen  miles  distant,  also  the  Thirty-third.  We  are  without  artillery 
and  perhaps  you  would  do  well  to  send  us  some.  We  are  told  that  the 
enemy  are  informed  of  our  strength  and  of  the  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty of  theirs  in  our  hands.  There  is  no  reason  other  than  this  fact  for 
apprehending  an  attack.  The  current  rumor  is  that  they  intend  forti- 
fying Cloyd's  Mountain.  You  can  .judge  from  these  facts  what  is 
required.  My  opinion  is  we  are  perfectly  safe.  The  property  is  very 
valuable,  especially  for  us  here.  It  is  worth  here  not  less  than  $5,000. 
Kespectfully, 

It.  B.  HAYES, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Twenty-third  lie<jiment,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — General  Heth  is  nowhere  near  here. 

[12.1 


Headqtjakters  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredericlisburg,  May  8,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  RiCKETTS, 

Aquia  Creek: 
The  Ninetieth  Pennsylvania  and  Twenty- sixth  New  York  will  march 
to  this  place  to-morrow.  Captain  Tillson's  battery,  at  Belle  Plain,  will 
also  be  moved  to  this  place.  Send  the  telegraphic  order  which  goes  to 
him  this  evening  to  Belle  Plain  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning. 
Report  the  means  of  transportation  these  regiments  have. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell : 

ED.  SCIIRIYER. 
[I--]  Chief  of  ma.f. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  8,  1862—10.15  a.  m. 
Col.  John  W.  Geary, 

Reetortown,  Va.: 

Report  daily  to  this  Department;  also  to  General  McDowell  from 
whom  you  must  take  your  instructions.  ' 

P.  H.  WATSON, 

[12.]  Assistant  Secretary  of  ^yar.  ' 
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Catlett's,  May  S,  1862. 

(Keceived  4  p.  hi.) 
Hon.  P.  H.  "Watson, 

Assintant  Secretary  of  War: 
Dispatch  received.*    Had  just  sent  reconnaissance  to  strike  Eappa- 
Laniiock,  half  way  between  railroad  bridge  and  I'redericksburg.    Will 
keep  sliarp  lookout.     Would  like  to  Lave  detacbuieut  of  convenient 
size  wander  into  my  neighborhood. 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 
[l^-]  Brigadier- General. 


Wak  Department, 
WasJdngton  City,  D.  C,  May  8,  1862—10.25  a.  in. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  L,  Hartsuff  : 

Secretary  absent.  Glad  to  find  you  alive  and  in  motion.  General 
Johnston  has  evacuated  Williamsburg,  but  not  ascertained  where  he 
will  make  next  stand.    McClellan  at  Williamsburg. 

P.  H.  WATSOX, 
[12.]  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


ISTEVf  jMARiOiT,  May  S,  1SG2. 

(Received  4.30  p.  m.) 
General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General : 
Our  loss  in  the  skirmish  reported  to  the  Secretary  yesterday  east  of 
the  mouutains  was  3  killed,  G  wounded,  and  10  missing,  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Indiana  Regiment. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
[12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


I^EW  Market,  May  8,  1862. 
Colonel  Miles, 

Commanding  Railroad  Brigade : 
Orders  lately  received  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  concentrate  every 
available  soldier  in  this  vicinity  and  toward  TAa])pahannock.  Will 
you  send  half  the  Tenth  Maine  Kegimeut  and  a  good  ofBcer  to  Win- 
chester to  a(;t  as  guards  and  provost-marshal,  thereby  relieving  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  McDowell  and  the  Eighty-fourth  PennsylvaniaVolunteers, 
which  are  wanted  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got  here.  Your  men  shall  be 
relieved  in  ten  days,  if  you  require  it.    This  case  is  urgent.    Answer. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
[12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Shields'  Division, 
N'ear  New  MarTcet,  May  8, 1862 — -LSU  p.  m.     (l^eceived  11.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  P.  H.  W^ATSON, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 
Your  dispatch  received.*     There  is  a  rumor  here  that  Jacksnn  has 
been  strongly  re-enforced  at  Port  liepublic.     Our  cavalry  have  been 


608  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S   W.,  &  W.  VA.      [Ohap.  LXIII. 

as  far  as  Harrisonburg  to-day  -without  seeing  any  indications  of  tlie 
enemy.    We  will  keep  a  sharp  lookout. 

JAS,  SHIELDS, 
Major-Generalj  Commanding  Division. 

[12.] 

EOMNEY,  May  8, 1862. 
(Received  9.55  a.  m.  0th.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Your  dispatch  received  at  9  p.  m.  Arrived  here  at  4  p.  m.  witli  last 
brigade  of  Blenker'a.  First  Brigade,  eleven  miles  ahead,  crossing  the 
South  Branch  to-night,  to  move  on  l^etersburg.  The  want  of  a  small, 
neat  pontoon  train  great.  Trust  this  pretended  advance  is  a  feint. 
Hope  it  is  not. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Briqadier- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

fl-'-]  

Camp  K^o.  G, 
Giles  Conrt-Rouse,  May  8,  1862—4.30  a.  m.. 

Col.  E.  P.  SCAMMON, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 
Sir:  a  citizen  came  in  from  Dublin  last  night  about  11  o'clock.  He 
reports  no  troops  there  except  a  few  guards,  and  the  enemy  engaged 
in  removing  all  stores  to  Ijynchburg.  They  commenced  moving  before 
we  came  here.  He  came  over  Cloyd's  Mountain  and  in  the  gap,  posted 
strongly,  he  found  the  Forty-fifth  and  its  militia  perhaps  500  strong, 
and  the  Thirty-sixth  which  had  jnst  joined  them  from  the  other  side  of 
New  River  (they  had  been  at  Lewisburg),  300  strong,  with  five  pieces 
artillery,  "one  large  and  four  small."  They  had  ascertained  that  the 
advance  "  guard  of  the  Yankees"  wliich  took  Giles  was  only  250  strong 
and  were  then  getting  ready  to  march  against  us  to  attack  last  night 
with  one  cannon.  He  heard  when  he  came  within  ibur  miles  that  we 
were  being  re-enforced,  the  negroes  reporting  it ;  thought  there  must  be 
15,000  now  in  Giles.  He  said  if  tiiey  heard  of  the  re-enforcements  it 
would  certainly  stop  their  coming.  They  had  hope  of  re-enforcements 
to  stop  us  at  Cloyd's  Mountain  from  tlie  men  on  furlough  from  Floyd's 
brigade.  The  brigade  is  to  be  reorganized  immediately.  It  will  form 
part  of  three  regiments.  No  other  re  enforcements  hoped  for  in  the 
camp  talk  of  the  enemy.  This  is  tlie  substance  of  the  information  given 
me.  I  think  it  is  reliable.  I  doubled  the  pickets  at  12  last  night  and 
sent  cavalry  jiatrols  four  miles  to  the  front.  1  could  not  help  wishing 
if  our  information  was  correct  that  the  enemy  would  be  dis(!overe(l 
approaching.  But  all  is  reported  quiet.  I  suspect  they  will  let  us 
alone.  If  they  approached  in  the  force  reported  we  should  have  flogged 
them  well.  As  to  re-enforcements  we  should  have  some  artillery.  All 
others  should  bring  tents  with  them.  The  houses  are  all  occupied.  If 
the  Thirtieth  comes  let  them  take  two  days.  It  is  too  severe  on  feet  to 
march  twenty-eight  miles  on  stones  and  hard  knobs.  The  necessity 
for  strengthening  this  post  lies  here:  The  country  has  a  great  deal  of 
forage,  and  we  can't  get  it  unless  we  are  strong.  The  enemy  yester- 
day ran  off"  with  000  bushels  of  shelled  corn  from  near  here.  We  have 
250  barrels  of  flour,  9  barrels  corn  meal,  0  barrels  of  salt,  sugar,  drugs, 
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some  corn,  and  a  vast  variety  of  stuff  such  as  ammunition,  tools,  har- 
ness, material  of  wear,  &c.,  all  hauled  into  town  and  under  guard. 
But  a  great  deal  is  slipping  through  our  fingers  for  want  of  force  to 
take  and  hold  it. 

This  is  a  lovely  spot,  a  fine,  clean  village,  most  beautiful  and 
romantic  surrounding  country,  and  polite  and  educated  secesh  people. 
It  is  the  spot  to  organize  our  brigade.  For  a  week  or  two  we  are  almost 
independent  of  quartermasters.  The  road  from  you  to  this  place  has 
some  very  bad  places,  perhaps  five  miles  in  all ;  the  rest  is  hard,  smooth, 
and  dry — a  good  road.  Our  teams  broke  down  a  good  deal,  but  got 
within  twenty  miles.  I  left  a  guard  at  Wolf  Creek  bridge.  That  is 
where  the  road  from  Tazewell  comes  to  the  river,  and  the  bridge  is  very 
important.  We  got  rebel  papers  to  the  ijth.  Notice  the  article  marked 
in  the  Lynchburg  paper  mentioning  our  advance;  also  letters,  &c., 
which  you  will  find  interesting;  also  important  list  of  captured  stores. 
Our  prisoners,  the  oflicers  and  militia,  nice  gentlemen,  but  unimpor- 
tant. I  found  them  out  on  parole.  You  will  not  greatly  disapprove  of 
this  Avhen  you  know  the  facts.  In  short,  if  you  can  get  the  permission 
you  want  to  come  here  with  your  brigade,  do  so,  by  all  means,  as  fast 
as  you  can  get  tents  for  them.  We  are  in  no  need  of  re  enforcements 
for  defense,  if  our  information  is  correct,  as  yet,  but  the  point  is  too 
important  to  lose.  You  will  see  some  beginning  at  fortifying  the  Nar- 
rows. It  was  a  strong  place.  I  will  retain  Gilniore's  cavalry.  It  is  a 
necessity.  Captain  Gilmore  and  his  two  lieutenants  jiretty  much  cap- 
tured this  town.  They  ha^•e  behaved  admirably.  Do  get  a  revocation 
of  the  order  sending  them  to  the  rear,  at  least  for  the  present.  You 
will  need  them  very  much.  Will  you  send  up  their  tents  and  baggage 
to-day.  They  nnist  stay  for  the  present.  They  can  send  tents,  &c., 
up  with  their  own  teams  now  there.  1  say  nothing  about  the  major 
and  his  command.  They  deserve  all  praise.  Say  what  you  please  that 
is  good  of  them,  and  it  will  be  tiue.  The  taking  of  Giles  Court-House 
is  one  of  the  boldest  things  of  the  war.  It  was  perfectly  impudent. 
There  were  more  secesh  standing  on  the  corners  than  were  in  the  party 
with  Major  Comly  and  Captain  Gilmore  when  they  dashed  in. 
Kespectfully, 

11.  B.  HAYES, 
Tjieiii.  Col.  Tirenty-thml  Be(/iment  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry,  Gomih/. 

112.1 


Camp  No.  6, 
Giles  (Joiirf-HoKsc,  May  8,  ]8(12 — 7  j).  m. 
Col.  E.  P.  SCAMMON : 

Sir:  We  are  getting  on  very  prosperously  gathering  up  forage,  &c. 
We  have  in  town  600  bushels  of  corn  in  addition  to  amount  heretofore 
reported.  Our  stores  of  all  sorts  exceed  anything  this  side  of  Fayette. 
We  are  in  much  need  of  shoes.  We  have  got  a  lot  of  secesh,  which, 
though  inferior,  will  hel])  until  our  quartermaster  gets  a  supply.  It  is 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  is  fortifying  beyond  Walker's  Creek  in  a 
gap  of  (.'loyd's  Mountain,  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  from  here;  that  tliey 
have  the  Forty-fifth,  Thirty-sixth,  and  probably  Twenty-second  Vir- 
ginia, also  a  small  number  of  cavalry  and  three  to  six  pieces  of  cannon. 
They  advanced  to  within  four  miles  of  us  last  night,  but  learning  of 
our  re-enforcements  tliey  I'etreated.  Their  advance  guard  was  seen  by 
my  patrols  and  promptly  reported,  but  on  scouting  for  them  they  were 
found  to  have  turned  back.    To  day  1  sent  Caj)tain  Gilmore  with  half 
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of  Lis  men  and  a  company  of  the  Second  Yirj^iiiia  Cavalry  to  mate  a 
reconnaissance.  They  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  crossed  Walker's 
Creek,  and  went  within  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  position.  The  Avhole 
force  of  the  enemy  was  marched  out  and  foimed  in  order  of  battle. 
The  apparent  commander,  with  a  sort  of  body  guard  of  twenty  or 
so,  rode  to  Lieutenant  Fordyce,  drawing-  a  revolver,  when  lie  was  shot 
from  bis  horse  by  Colonel  Burgess.  He  was  certainly  an  important 
officer.  No  one  on  our  side  hurt.  The  cavalry  fell  ba(!k  when  the 
enemy  burned  the  bridge  over  Walker's  Creek  after  our  cavalry  had 
turned  back.  This  iiulicates  to  my  mind  that  as  yet  the  enemy  is  dis- 
posed to  act  on  the  defensive,  but  it  is  certain  we  ought  to  be  promptly 
and  heavily  re  eni'orced.  I  do  not  doubt  you  have  men  on  the  way. 
We  shall  not  be  attacked,  I  think,  in  advance  of  their  coming;  if  so, 
we  shall  be  ready,  but  the  stores  and  position  are  too  valuable  to  be 
left  in  any  degree  exposed.  With  a  large  force  we  can  get  much  more 
property.  To-day  while  our  scouting  ])arty  of  cavalry  was  in  the  front 
about  twenty  of  the  enemy  under  an  officer  with  a  large  glass  was  seen 
by  Sergeant  Abbott,  and  a  scouting  party  examining  the  village  from 
a  very  high  mountain  whose  summit,  two  miles  distant,  overlooks  the 
whole  town. 

8.30  o'clock. 
Couriers  have  arrived  bringing  messages  for  the  cavalry,  but  none 
for  me.  No  word  of  any  re-enforcement  either.  In  any  event  the  want 
of  forces  will  prevent  gathering  all  the  provisions  and  forage  our  ]iosi- 
tion  here  entitles  us  to  h.ave.  Maj(n'  Comly  says  a  conversation  with, 
the  family  he  boards  in  satisfies  him  that  the  enemy  has  three  regi- 
ments at  Walker's  Creek.  We  shall  be  vigilant  to-night  and  shall  be 
astonished  to-morrow  if  we  do  not  hear  of  the  battery  at  least  moving 
to  us  before  another  of  these  moonlight  nights  has  to  be  watched 
through. 

Respectfully, 

R.  B.  HAYES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Twenty-third  Reqiment  Ohio   Vol.  Infantry,  Comdq. 
[12.] 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  Division, 

No.  r>0.  j  ]\^car  Went  Fnint,  Va.,  May  9,  1862. 

The  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  1  p.  m.  this  day. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Franklin : 

E.  SPARROW  PURDY, 
Captain  and  Assitstant  Adjutant- General. 
111.1 


New  Market,  May  .9,  lacjs. 

(Received  1.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

The  condition  of  things  is  unchanged.  General  Shields  is  making 
preparations  to  move.  I  send  one  of  my  brigades  to-day  to  Columbia 
Bridge  to  relieve  one  of  his. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-  General,  (Jommandina, 
[12.] 
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Camp  No.  6, 
Giles  Court-House^  May  9, 1862 — a.  m. 
Col.  E.  P.  SCAMMOH, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 
Sir  :  Your  dispatcli  of  yesterday  reached  me  about  10.20  p.  m.  Its 
suggestions  and  cautions  will  be  carefully  heeded.  If  in  any  important 
respect  my  re])orts  are  defective  I  shall  be  glad  to  correct  the  fault. 
The  novelty  of  my  position  and  the  number  and  variety  of  claims  upon 
my  attention  must  be  my  apology  for  what  may  seem  negligence.  Our 
men  and  horses  are  getting  worn  out  with  guard,  picket,  and  patrol 
duty  added  to  the  labor  of  gathering  in  forage  and  provisions.  You  say 
nothing  of  this  forward  movement  having  been  disapproved,  nor  of 
abandoning  or  re-enforciug  this  point.  I  infer  that  we  may  look  for 
re-enforcements  to-day.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  get 
prompt  and  large  additions  to  our  strength.  Tlie  facts  are  these: 
Large  amounts  of  forage  and  provisions  which  we  might  have  got  with 
ahirgeforce  are  daily  going  to  the  enemy.  The  enemy  is  recovering 
from  his  panic,  is  near  the  railroad  and  getting  re-enforcements.  He 
is  already  stronger  than  we  are,  at  least  double  as  strong.  But  all  this 
you  already  know,  from  recent  dispatches  of  mine,  and  I  doubt  not  you 
are  doing  all  you  can  to  bring  up  the  needed  addition  to  our  force.  I 
learned  from  contrabands  that  there  is  a  practicable  Avay  for  foot  and 
horse,  not  teams,  up  Wallier's  Creek  on  tins  side,  by  which  a  force  can 
pass  over  the  mountains  five  or  seven  [miles]  from  the  road  and  roach  the 
rear  or  turn  the  enemy's  position.  From  the  general  appearance  of  the 
hills  near  here  1  think  that  some  such  passage  can  be  found.  The  enemy 
has  destroyed  the  boats  at  the  ferries,  or  removed  them  from  this  side 
wherever  it  was  possible  to  do  so.  The  quartermaster  is  rigging  up 
mule  teams  and  ox  teams  to  do  the  extra  hauling  with  considerable 
success.  There  is  of  course  some  grumbling  among  owners  of  wagons, 
&c.,  but  I  tell  them  it  is  a  military  necessity.  The  morning  papers  of 
Lynchburg  are  received  here  frequently  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
and  regularly  the  next  day.  This  shows  how  near  we  are  to  the  center 
of  things. 

E.  IJ.  UAYES, 

Lieut.  Col.  Ticenty-tliird  Regiment  Ohio   Vol.  Infantry,  Gomdg. 

P.  S. — Details  are  constantly  made  from  the  force  ready  for  battle  to 
take  care  of  prisoners,  guard  bridges,  &c.,  until  our  force  here  is 
reduced  to  a  very  small  figure.  Instant  action  is  reiiuired  one  Avay  or 
the  other. 


[12.J 


Camp  No.  G, 


Giles  Court  Mouse,  May  9,  18(J2 — 10.:10  j;.  Hi. 
Col.  E.  P.  ScAMMON,  Princeton  : 

SiK:  You  will  have  to  hurry  forward  re-enforcements  rapidly — as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  i)revent  trouble  here.  This  is  not  a  defensible 
point,  Avithout  artillery  against  artillery.  No  news  of  a  movement  by 
the  enemy  but  one  may  be  expected  soon.  Shall  Ave  return  to  the 
Narrows  if  you  cannot  re-enforce? 


Pv.  B.  HAYES 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Ticenty-third  Tiegiment,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — A  party  the  other  side  of  the  river  is  tiring  on  our  men  col- 
lecting forage  and  provisions. 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  Division, 

No.  51.  I  Xecir  West  I'oint,  Ya.,  May  10,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  congratulates  the  ofBcers  and  men  of  the 
command  upon  their  gallant  conduct  and  success  in  the  action  of 
the  7th  instant  near  West  Point.  Landing  upon  a  hostile  shore,  with 
no  knowledge  of  the  country  inland  or  of  the  force  that  would  be 
likely  to  meet  them,  they  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  with  iuimeuse 
superiority  of  numbers  before  the  lauding  was  completed.  They  not 
only  regained  their  ground  after  having  been  repulsed  by  a  greatly 
superior  force,  but  gained  an  advanced  position,  from  which  they  could 
not  be  drivenby  all  the  efforts  of  theenemy.  The  general  commanding 
expected  much- from  his  division,  and  it  has  so  far  come  fully  up  to  his 
expectations.  So  good  a  commencement  augurs  well  for  the  final 
re])utation  of  the  division  and  the  success  of  the  cause. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Franklin : 

H  SPARKOW  PUKDY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

111.1 


Headqx^aktees  Department  op  the  Kappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredcricl'sburf/,  May  10,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  .Wadswoeth, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Send  as  soon  as  possible  General  Duryea's  brigade  to  Catlett's,  and 
there  relieve  General  Hartsutf's  brigade.     If  there  is  transi)ortatiou, 
let  the  movement  commence  to  day. 
Bv  command  of  Major-General  McDowell: 

ED,  SOHRIVEE, 
[11'.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Washington,  Maij  10,  1S0;> — 5.50 2>.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  L.  IIartsiff, 

Catletfs : 
Secretary's  return  uncertain.     One  regiment  Duryea's  brigade  will 
start  by  rail  to-night,  if  i>ossible.     The  remainder  will  go  to-morrow, 

P.  IJ.  WATSON, 
Assistant  /Secretary  of  War, 
[12.] 


Headqttarteks  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

21ay  10,  1862. 
General  IIaetsuff, 

Sear  Catletfs: 
Duryea  is  three  miles  west  of  Alexandria.  I  give  you  what  has  just 
been  received  respecting  his  movement  from  (Jencral  Wadsworth:  "I 
hope  to  get  one  regiment  through  by  morning."  General  McDowell 
directs  you  to  move  when  two  regiments  of  Duryea's  shall  have 
arrived.  Prevent  straggling  if  possible,  as  there  are  irregular  rebels 
on  the  road  ready  to  pick  them  up. 

ED.  SO  H  RIVER, 
112.1  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquaeteks  Department  ov  the  Eappaiiannock, 

May  JO.  1862. 
Colonel  BiDDLE, 

Commanding  at  Aqii'ui   Grcelc : 
Immediately  on  receipt  of  tliis  order  of  Major-deiieral  McDowell  the 
Fifty-sixtli  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will  move  to  Belle  Plain  and  take 
post  there. 

ED.  SOHETVEK, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Generai.  Orders,  )         ITdqiis.  Department  of  Virginia, 

T^o.  1.  \  Xorfolk,  May  10,  18C2. 

The  city  of  Norfolk  having  been  surrendered  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  military  possession  of  the  same  is  taken  iu  behalf  of 
the  National  Government  by  Maj.  Geu.  John  li.  Wool.  Brigadier- 
General  Viele  is  appointed  Military  Governor  for  the  time  being.  He 
will  see  that  all  citizens  are  carefully  protected  in  all  of  their  rights  and 
civil  i)rivileges,  taking  the  utmost  care  to  preserve  order,  and  to  see 
that  no  soldier  is  permitted  to  enter  tlie  city  except  by  his  order,  or  by 
the  written  permission  of  the  commanding  officer  of  his  brigade  or 
regiment,  and  he  will  punish  summarily  any  American  soldier  who  shall 
trespass  upon  the  rights  of  any  of  the  inhabitants. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

\n.\ 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Depaktment  of  Virginia, 

No.  120.  )  Norfolk,  Va.,  May  10, 1SC2. 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  L.  Viele  is  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  con- 
sisting of  the  Tenth  and  Ninety-ninth  llegiments  New  York  Volunteers 
and  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Brig.  Gen. 
Max  Weber  is  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Twentieth  llegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  First  Delaware  liegiment, 
and  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  detach- 
ment of  dragoons  under  Major  Dodge  is  assigned  to  General  Viele's 
brigade  and  the  company  of  artillery  to  General  Max  Weber's  brigade. 
The  whole  to  be  under  the  general  direction  and  supervision  of  Brigadier- 
General  Viele  until  further  orders. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 

fll.l 


General  Orders,  )  HDQRt^.  Military  Governopv, 

No.  1.  I  Xorfoll;  May  10,  1802. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  undersigned  assumes  tiie  command  of  tlie  U.S.  troops  in  and 
near  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Pdrtsmonth.  Brigadier-General  Weber 
will  assign  temporary  positions  to  the  several  regiments  stationed  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  town,  having  in  view  the  probable  necessity  for 
immediate  service  at  any  moment.    No  soldier  will  be  allowed  in  town 
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without  a  pass  from  tlie  coTmnautler  of  liis  resimeiit,  ami  depredations 
coiuinitted  on  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  Korfolk  or  the  surround- 
ing country  will  meet  with  tlici  most  rigorous  i^uuishment. 
By  command  of  lirigadier-General  A'iele: 

D.  S.  LAMSON, 
Major  Sixteenth  Massachusetts   Volunteers,  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 

[11. ]■ 


Headquartbii«  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Nineteen  Miles  from  Williamshur;/,  May  11,  1862 — S.SO  a-,  on. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stan'J'ON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Fort  Monroe: 
We  have  possession  of  New  Kent  Oourt-House,  Guniberland,  and 
White  House.  My  trooi)S  are  closing  well  up  to-day  and  drawing 
supplies  from  Eltham.  Keconnaissanccs  are  being  ])ushed.  One  of 
our  parties  of  cavalry  was  within  six  miles  of  Bottom's  Bridge  yester- 
day. I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  we  have  Noriolk.  Nothing  from 
[tlie]  Galena  except  that  she  is  again  alloat  and  has  gone  up  the  river. 

G.  B.  MoGLELLAN, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
[11.] 


New  Market,  May  11,  lSi!,2 — ;  p.  m. 

(lieceived  9.20  ]>.  m.) 
Hon.  r.  n.  Watson: 

Your  glorious  news  lias  been  received.  As  I  predicted,  Tirginia  is 
to  be  abandoned.  I  start  to-morrow  at  0  a.  m.  with  a  division  of  10,000 
men,  equal  to  any  in  the  United  States,  by  Luray  to  Front  lioyal 
through  Chester  Gap  to  Warrenton.  I  get  no  reply  to  my  telegraphs 
from  General  McDowell.  1  delayed  thus  long  according  to  orders  until 
the  other  division  could  take  po.sition  at  Strasburg. 

.IAS.  SHIELDS, 
Major- dcneral,  (Jomm aixlinq. 
[VI.] 


Kectortown,  May  11,  186:2. 

(lieceived  0.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General 
McDowell,  through  General  Wadsworth,  I  have  extended  my  lines  to 
Manassas,  having  detachments  at  that  place,  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Hay 
Market,  and  the  JMains  there  adjoining  my  already  established  line  to 
Front  Koyal.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  quietness  of  the 
lines  to  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

.INO.  W.  GEARY, 
Briijadicr-  General,  Commandinq. 
[12.] 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Cami)  at  ii'oper's  Church,  May  13, 1862. 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar : 

Commander  Eodgers  writes  me  to-day  that  he  went  with  the  gnn-boats 
yesterday  past  Little  Brandon.  Everything  (juiet  and  no  signs  of 
troops  crossing  the  river.  He  found  two  batteries  of  ten  or  twelve  guns 
ea«h  on  the  south  side  of  James  liiver — one  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
Warwick,  the  other  about  southwest  from  Mulberry  I'oiiit.  The  upper 
battery  on  Hardin's  or  Mother  Tine's  Eluft"  has  heavy  rifled  pieces. 
Between  the  batteries  lay  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown.  Commander 
liodgers  ofi'ered  battle,  but  the  gun-boats  inoved  oft'.  He  silenced  one 
battery,  and  finding  it  required  too  much  araniunition  to  silence  the 
other  ran  past  it.  liodgers  says  the  Galena  cannot  use  her  engines  when 
aground,  the  valves,  pipes  and  condenser  becoming  clogged  with  sand, 
&c.  He  says  that  the  channel  marks  are  all  changed;  that  the  Galena 
will  almost  certainly  run  aground  in  passing  up  to  City  Point,  and  that 
while  aground,  being  to  a  great  degree  paralyzed,  she  and  our  two  gnn- 
boats  will  not  be  able  to  resist  the  five  rebel  gun-boats,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  batteries.  He  adds:  "Tomakeawiseadvancetoward  City  Point 
I  need  three  or  four  more  gun-boats.  If  you  can  spare  any  of  those  in 
York  liiver,  the  flag-ofQcer  will  send  them,  I  am  convinced."* 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

ilajur-  General,  Commajidinf/. 

Send  same  to  Elag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough,  Fort  Monroe. 
[11-]  .  ; 


Headquarters  Army  oi'  the  Potomac, 

Vamp  at  lioper^s  Church,  21ay  13,  1802, 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  Groyer,  ^YUliamsbnrg  : 

Headquarters  moves  early  to-morrow  morning  to  Cumberland.  Main- 
tain communication  with  Commander  Rodgers  and  keep  the  general 
promptly  and  fully  advised  of  his  movements  and  position. 

By  command: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[J.I.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  ADVANf)Kn  Brigade, 
Near  Bectortoion,  Ya.,  May  12,  1802.     (lieceived  5.50  p.  m.) 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  ^Yar : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  hostile  import  has  oc- 
curred along  my  lines  to-day.  General  Banks'  body  guard,  the  Zouaves 
D'Afrique,  have  rejoined  the  general.  There  are  some  excellent  and 
recently  built  hospitals,  capable  of  accommodating  about  ;500  sick,  at 
Eront  iioyal.  They  were  erected  by  the  rebel  army  and  contain  many 
acconinKjdatious. 

Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
[12.1  Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 

*  According  to  McClelliiii's  manifoia  dispatcli  book.  For  version  us  received  by 
Stanton,  see  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  page  167. 
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liJiCTOK'JOAVN,  Va.,  May  13,  1862. 

(lieceived  3.50  p.  m.) 
Hou.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  the  ouly  cliaiige  in  afl'airs  aloug  my 
lines  since  yesterday  is  the  presence  of  additional  forces  of  rebel  cav- 
alry in  the  southward  toward  thoRapitahannock.  1  have  scouts  out  iii 
vnrious  directions,  and  will  be  enabled  to  report  more  fully  after  their 
return. 

Very  respectfully,  -lOHN  W.  GEAliY, 

Br'ujadier-  General,  Gommandwg. 

(Same  to  Major-General  McDowell,  Fredericksburg,  Va.) 
[12.J 


HkADQUAKTEKS   UeI'AKTMENT    ok   the    RAPrAIlANNOCK, 

Opposite  Fredericksbur<j,  May  IS,  18(j;i. 
Colonel  Geauy: 

The  major-general  commanding  has  received  your  telegram,  and  he 
directs  me  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  for  maiiing  your  reports  also 
to  IJrigadier-Geneial  Wadsworth,  Military  Governor  of  Wasliington,  to 
whom  you  jnust  look  for  any  re-enforcement  which  you  may  at  any  tiine 
require,  he  having  charge  of  the  line  on  which  you  are  operating. 

ED.  SGHRIVEll, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Moi;ntain  Depaktment,  Ax^MY  in  the  Field, 

Franldin,  May  13,  1862.     (Eeceived  3  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Arrived  here  at  10  a.  m.  with  my  advance  brigade.  Find  Jackson 
retreating.  Loss  on  our  side,  killed  and  wounded  at  fight  at  McDow- 
ell's and  in  falling  back  from  that  place,  and  also  at  this  jioint,  200. 
Enemy's  loss  reported  by  prisoners  to  be  22  killed ;  wounded  not  known. 

JOHN  C.  FltfiMONT, 

[12.]  2fajor- General,  Commandinij. 

Front  IIoyal,  May  11,  1863—0.30  a.  m. 

(deceived  3.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

My  command  is  all  here.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  1  will  move  to 
Warrenton  by  way  of  Chester  Gap. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  your  obedient  servant 

.TAS.  SHIELDS, 
[12. J  21ajor- General,  Commandiny  Division. 


War  DErAR.TMENT,  May  11,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  James  Shields,  Froiit  lioyal  .- 

Proceed  as  you  propose  to  Warrenton  by  way  of  Chester  Gap.     We 
have  no  military  news  of  importance  today  froiu  any  quarter. 

r.  H.  WATSON, 
[12'J  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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EectOKTOWN,  Va.,  May  14,  1862. 

(lleceivert  4.30  p.  m.) 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  liave  the  Louor  to  report  that  J  have  scouted  tlie  country 
southward  toward  the  Kapiiahannock  as  far  as  <_)rleaiis  and  lind  that 
Munford  has  additional  bodies  of  liis  cavalry  scouting  in  that  directiou, 
though  not  luauifesting  auj"^  determined  sIi'oav  of  hostility.  I  have  no 
further  changes  to  report  upon  luy  lines  from  Front  lloyal  to  Manassas 
excei)t  the  establishment  of  a  post  at  Linden. 
Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Major-Geueral  McDowell.) 
[12.] 


HEADtiUAKTEBS   AEMY   Ol'   THE   POTOMAO, 

(Jitmherhmd,  May  15,  1802. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  GoLusiaoROUGH, 

Hampton  Hoads : 
Have  you  any  news  from  the  gun-boats  up  the  James  lliver  ?    I  have 
tried  to  communicate  via  Jamestown,  but  have  only  learned  that  some 
gun-boats  passed  up.     We  are  much  impeded  by  tlie  bad  weather  and 
roads.    Making  some  progress,  however. 

G.  B.  M<;CLELLA]Sr, 
Major-Geticral,  Vommanding. 
[U.J 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  May  15, 1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Ever  since  you  left  Fort  Monroe  I  have  visited  Norfolk  every  day. 
This  day  I  visited  the  city  to  ascertain  in  what  light  I  was  to  consider 
the  citizens — whetlier  as  a  conquered  city,  belonging  to  the  so  called 
Confederate  States,  or  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  presented  the 
question  in  order  to  know  how  to  treat  them  if  they  acknowledged  them- 
selves citizens  of  the  Union.  I  had  no  doubt  the  port  of  Norfolk  would 
be  opened,  and  the  trade  of  the  city  would  be  re-established  between 
other  cities  of  the  United  States.  If,  however,  they  considered  them- 
selves detached,  and  as  belonging  to  the  so-called  Confederates,  the 
benefits  which  would  result  from  the  suggestions  as  presented  would 
be  withheld.     I  am  to  receive  an  answer  to-morrow. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

[11. 1  Major- General,  Commanding, 

liEO'J'ORTOWN,  May  15, 1862. 

(Keceived  4.10  p.  m.) 
Hou.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  ^Var : 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  scouts  have  discovered  small 
bodies  of  guerrilla  cavalry  in  the  mountains  westward  from  this  point. 
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With  the  increasing  denseness  of  the  foliage  they  scout  with  more 
impunity  than  heretofore.  Some  thirty-five  or  forty  of  them  made  their 
appearance  yesterday  in  the  neighborhood  of  Linden  a  few  moments 
after  a  train  passed  westward  through  that  place.  I  now  have  a  com- 
pany of  infantry  at  that  point.  The  Broad  Eun  bridge  gave  way  yes- 
terday, but  was  repaired  at  once  by  a  detail  of  mechanics  from  my 
command,  so  that  only  one  train  was  slightly  delayed  ui)ou  the  road. 
Very  respectfully, 

J  NO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Major- General  McDowell,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Kappahanuock,  Fredericksburg,  Va.) 
[12.] 


Wae  Depaetment, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  10,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Fortress  Monroe : 
Your  dispatch  in  cipher  is  received.*    The  reasonableness  of  your 
request  is  acknowledged,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  comply  with 
your  wishes. 

EDWIN"  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[11.] 


Wak  Depaktment, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  16,  1862— 1.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wool, 

Fortress  Monroe : 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  President  has  nominated 
you  major-general  of  the  Kegular  Army  for  gallant  conduct  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Norfolk  and  other  meritorious  services. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

White  House,  May  17,  1862—11  a.  m. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Fort  Monroe : 
Dispatch  received.  Eoads  are  so  bad  that  I  can  only  move  light 
advanced  guards.  We  occupy  Baltimore  Cross-lloads,  and  push  out 
recenuaissances  toward  the  bridges.  We  are  making  constant,  though 
slow,  progress.  Contraband  reports  that  he  heard  rebels  say  our  o-un- 
boats  eight  miles  from  Kichmond.  Nothing  definite  as  to  rebel  troops 
except  that  they  retire  as  we  advance.  Do  not  think  them  now  in  any 
force  this  side  of  Chickahomiuy.  We  are  doing  as  well  as  we  can  under 
the  circumstances. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11-] Major- General. 

"  See  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  i).  174. 


Uhap.  LXIII]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  619 

General  'Jrdbrs,  )         Headquarters  Porter's  Division, 

No.  44.  S      Gamp  near  WUie  Eouse,  Va.,  May  17, 18G3. 

Having-  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Provisional  Army 
Corps,  composed  of  this  division  and  Sykes' infantry  reserve,  the  com- 
manding general  relinquishes  to  Brigadier-General  Morell  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  division  during  the  existence  of  the  corps  and 
while  the  two  commands  are  serving  together, 
liy  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  P.  J,  Porter: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 
[11.] 


Generat,  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Porter's  Prov*.  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  f  Camp  White  House,  Va.,  May  17, 1862. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  149,  from  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  Provisional 
Army  Corps  composed  of  Porter's  division  and  Sykes'  infantry  reserve. 
The  following  compose  tlie  staft':  Capt.  Fred.  T.  Locke,  assistant  adju- 
tant general;  Snrg.  George  H,  Lyman,  medical  director;  Capt.  C,  B. 
Norton,  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers,  quartermaster;  Capt.  Joseph 
Kirkland,  aide  de  camp;  Capt.  William  P.  Mason,  aide  de-camp;  Lieut. 
George  Monteith,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut.  John  F.  McQuade,  aide  de- 
camp ;  Lieut.  George  A.  Batchelder.  acting  ordnance  officer ;  Lieut.  S.  M. 
Weld,  jr.,  acting  aide-de-camp. 

F.  J.  POETEK, 
BrigofUer- General,  Commanding. 

[11.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  T).  C,  May  17, 1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Rappahannoelc : 
Railroad  and  wharf  materials  all  in  motion.  Four  howitzers  will 
leave  by  boat  of  to-morrow  morning,  reaching  Aquia  about  10  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon.  Equipments  and  appendages  for  guns,  carriages, 
men,  and  horses  will  go  with  the  guns,  together  with  a  good  supply  of 
ammunition. 


P.  H.  WATSON. 


[12.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  17, 1862—3.39  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Strasburg : 

General  Geary  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you,  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  take  charge  of  and  maintain  your  own  line  of  communica- 
tions from  Manassas  Junction. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[12.] 
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Signal  Hbadqtjakteks, 
Ken-  Berne,  X.  C,  Hay  17,  1862. 
Maj.  A.  J.  Mtee, 

Signal  Officer,  Wasliington,  D.  (J.: 

Sir:  1  Lave  the  lionor  to  report  tliat,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders, 
No.  42,  dated  Sigual  ('amp  of  Instruction,  Georgetown,  D.  C,  Decem- 
ber 23, 18G1,  I  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Bnrnside  at  Annapolis, 
Md.,  on  the  2utli  of  Ueceinber,  1861.  A  party  was  immediately  organ- 
ized under  his  direction  for  service  with  the  expedition  under  his 
command.  A  list  of  the  officers  composing  that  party  accompanies 
this  report.  (Paper  marked  A.*)  The  instruction  of  this  party  was 
immediately  commenced,  and  on  the  lOth  of  January,  1802,  I  was  able 
to  report  the  ])arty  as  instructed,  and  equipments  having  arrived  from 
Washington,  1  ei]uipped  the  party  with  signal  apparatus,  telescopes, 
&c.  The  expedition  sailed  from  Ainiapolis  January,  18G2,  and  the 
signal  party  was  directed  to  take  passage  in  the  schooner  Colonel 
Satterly  until  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  at  Fort  Monroe.     Contrary 

winds  blowing,  we  were  unable  to  reach  Fort  Monroe  before  the , 

when  the  expedition  had  sailed.  We  immediately  started  on  in  the 
schooner  to  overtake  the  expedition,  but  owing  to  the  severe  weather 
experienced,  we  were  fourteen  days  on  the  schooner  between  Fort  Mon- 
roe nnd  Hatteras  Inlet.  Uu  arriving  at  Hatteras,  (4eneral  Burnside, 
who  had  given  us  up  for  lost,  was  very  glad  to  see  that  his  fears  were  not 
to  be  realized,  and  immediately  directed  us  to  separate  to  different  posi- 
tions on  gun-boats  for  the  expected  attack  on  Roanoke  Island.  During 
the  sail  from  Hatteras  Inlet  to  lioanoke  Island  communication  was 
kept  up  between  the  different  vessels,  and  was  of  essential  service  in 
conveying  orders  and  intelligence. 

On  the  7th  and  8th  of  February,  1802,  the  battle  of  Roanoke  was 
fought.  This  being  matter  for  a  special  report,  I  will  only  state  here 
that  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  devel- 
oped the  system  of  signals  very  successfully.  After  the  battle  of 
Roanoke  Island,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Burnside  to  have  my  officers 
and  men  stationed  on  different  gun-boats,  for  an  attack  on  New  Berne, 
which  order  I  immediately  obeyed  by  placing  officers  and  men  on  differ- 
ent steamers,  witli  the  generals;  also  with  the  commodore,  and  (m 
different  gunboats.  We  landed  with  the  troops  on  the  morning  of 
March  13, 18G2,  at  tlie  mouth  of  Slocum's  Creek,  and  advanced  within 
a  mile  of  the  enemy's  battery.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  March, 
during  the  heaviest  firing,  a  dispatcih  was  sent  to  me  from  General 
Burnside  to  signal  the  deet  that  they  were  firing  on  our  troops,  and 
should  fire  farther  in  advance,  which  order  I  obeyed  by  sending  the 
message  myself  to  the  commodore's  boat.  He  innnediately  raised  his 
sigual  to  cease  firing;  sent  a  boat  ashore  to  me.  1  then  gave  him 
directions  how  and  where  our  troops  were  stationed.  After  the  battle 
of  New  Borne  I  was  ordered  by  (ieneral  r.urnside  to  station  as  many 
officers  and  men  as  1  thought  necessary  at  different  iioints  around 
Fort  Macon.  I  immediately  ordered  stations  for  communication  at 
Morehead  City,  Carolina  City,  Beaufort,  Bogue  Island,  on  board  of 
several  gun  boats;  also  one  at  General  Parke's  headquarters.  The 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  worked  very  skillfully  and 
behaved  themselves  very  well  during  the  reduction  of  Fort  Macon  in 
directing  our  guns  on  the  spit,  and  were  highly  com])liniented  by  Gen- 
eral  Parke  for  services  rendered.    I  would  also  state  |thatj  my  officers 

*  Not  found. 
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aiid  iiieii  were  with  the  expeditions  at  Elizabeth,  OoUinibia,  Washing- 
ton, aud  at  all  places  where  their  services  were  required. 
With  great  respect,  I  remaiu,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  FRlClvEK, 
Fint  Lieut.,  Eighth  Rcgt.  Vcnnsylcania  Eeserfc    \'oI.  Corjjs, 

Commandiiu/  Signal  Corps. 
[9-J  

Signal  IlKADCiiiAuTJiKS, 
yew  Berne,  X.  (J.,  May  17,  lis(j:i, 
[Maj.  A.  J.  MY15E, 

Hignal  Officer,  Washington,  IJ.  €.:\ 
Ste:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  signal  party 
under  my  command :  At  the  reduction  of  Fort  Macon  we  connnunicated 
from  the  following  i^oints:  Lieutenants  Marsh  and  Lyon  on  Bogue 
Island  or  Si)it;  Lieutenants  JJradley  aud  Palmei',  at  Caroline  City; 
Lieutenant  Lang,  at  Morehead  City;  Lieutenants  Wait  and  Andrews, 
at  Beaufort;  Lieutenant  Hopkins  on  board  gun-boat;  Lieutenant  Bar- 
rett ou  point  of  land  on  Cove  Island;  and  Lieutenants  Smith,  rardee,and 
Schlachter  on  board  Alice  Price,  Ccneral  Lurnside's  steamer.  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  officers  and  men  acted  very  bravely, 
and  worked  very  skillfully  and  ga\e  great  satisfaction  to  the  general 
commanding  the  Third  Brigade.  After  tlie  reduction  of  the  fort.  Gen- 
eral Parke  complimented  the  signal  i)arty  for  the  very  efficient  services 
rendered.  I  wish  to  notice  particularly  Lieutenant  Marsh,  of  the  Fifty- 
tirst  New  York,  for  his  bravery  on  Bogue  Island,  he  having  there  cap- 
tured a  rebel  signal  tiag,  and  at  different  times,  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  was  fired  at  from  the  fort,  but  he  never  stop])ed  until  his 
message  was  completed.  I  would  also  mention  the  name  of  Lieutenant 
Wait,  of  the  Eighth  Connecticut,  who  sent  aud  received  a  number  of 
important  messages  during  the  reduction  of  the  fort.  He,  by  commu- 
nication with  the  station  ou  Bogue  Island,  infornied  them  when  they 
were  firing  over  the  fort  and  regulated  tlie  fire  of  the  batteries.  I 
would  also  mention  Lieutenants  Lyon,  Andrews,  Barrett,  and  others, 
for  attention  to  duties  and  skillfully  simdiug  and  receiving  messages  at 
their  stations.  One  message  received  by  Lieutenant  Andrews  signed 
General  Parke,  addressed  to  General  Burnside,  that  a  tiag  of  truce  from 
the  fort  wished  to  know  on  what  conditions  they  could  surrender  the 
fort,  and  a  great  many  others  of  importance.  I  hope  that  the  oper- 
ations of  officers  and  men  under  my  command  have  given  such  satis- 
faction as  could  be  desired  from  them. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  FlllCKEK, 
First  Lieut.,  Eighth  liegt.  Tennsylrania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Commanding  Signal  Corps,  Bnrnsidc^s  Division. 

I'M  

I'OTOMAC  Cjieek,  Mag  IS,  1862. 

(Received  5  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwi>j  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
The  bridge  over  Potomac  Creek  is  so  far  done  that  a  locomotive  has 
passed  over  and  can  now  be  used  for  transportation  of  sui)pliew. 

IKVIN  MCDOWELL, 
{±2.1  Major-  Genera  I. 
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Headquaetees  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Aquia,  May  18,  1S62.     (Eeceived  5  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary/  of  War: 
I  am  told  here  that  tlie  work  of  rebuildiug  tlie  wbaif  at  this  place 
(Aquia)  will  be  furtlier  delaj^ed  if  plank  does  not  arrive  here  by  to-mor- 
row morning,  and  tbey  bave  iio  advices  of  any  being-  on  tlie  way.  Tbe 
work  has  already  been  delayed  several  days  for  want  of  plank,  and  a 
most  serious  inconvenience  it  has  been,  for  the  little  temporary  wharf 
of  boats  at  Belle  Plain  does  not  admit  of  stores  being  landed  fast 
enough  for  daily  consumption,  and  we  waTit  the  depot  here  so  that  the 
railroad  may  carry  our  supi)lies  beyond  Fredericksburg  before  we  take 
to  our  wagons.  They  also  want  ten  kegs  6-inch  wrought  spikes  and 
ten  kegs  6-inch  cut  spikes.  As  I  came  down  this  morning  I  noticed  a 
schooner  loaded  with  lumber  off  the  arsenal  wharf. 

iRA'iN  Mcdowell, 

Major-  General, 

[12.] 


Headquaetees  Department  of  the  Rapi'Ahannock, 

Opposite  Frcdericlcshurg,  May  18,  1862. 
Major-Geueral  Shields, 

Warrenton : 
By  a  telegram  from  your  staff  officer  received  thi.s  morning  it  would 
seem  that  you  do  not  understand  it  to  be  the  wish  of  General  McDowell 
that  you  should  move  with  your  division  to  this  point  at  once.  This  is 
his  expectation.  He  is  now  iu  Washington,  and  you  will  doubtless 
hear  from  him  direct  on  the  subject. 

ED.  SCHKIVEE, 

CMef  of  Staf. 
[12.] 


IlEADQUAETEES  DEPARTMENT, 

May  19,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Wadswoeth, 

Commanding,  AVashington  : 
Withdraw  Duryea's  force  from  Catlett's  to  Bristoe,  where,  being 
behind  Broad  liun,  he  will  be  safe  from  molestation. 

lEviN  Mcdowell, 


[12.] 


Major-General. 


Catlett's,  May  19, 1862. 


Major-General  McDowell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Bappahannocl; : 
Arrived  here  last  night.  All  safe.  In  excellent  condition.  Ready 
to  move  to-day.  Will  make  necessary  requisition  to-day.  My  artillery 
ammunition  bad.  Inquire  into  this.  Not  to  be  depended  on  Must  be 
something  wrong.  Vfe  have  tried  it  effectually.  My  artillery  is 
excellent,  but  ammunitiou  wretched. 

.,,, .  ^^  JAMES  SHIELDS, 

L^^-J  Major- General,  Commanding  Dicinon. 
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Stkasbtjkg,  May  19, 1862— 3  j).  m.    (Eeceived  4.10  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

All  quiet  here.  jSTotliing  known  to  indicate  presence  of  infantry 
force  in  valley.  Cavalry  scouts  fired  upon  our  pickets  neur  Wood- 
stock last  night.  I  go  to  Front  Royal  this  afternoon.  Will  retnrn  here 
to-night  and  report  condition  of  affairs  there. 

X.  P.  BANKS, 

[12.]  Ma,jor- General,  dominandinf/. 


WAE.   DErAUTMENT, 

Washinf/ton  City,  J).  C,  May  19, 1S(;2—5.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  K.  P.  Banks, 

Strashurfj,  Vu.  : 

The  following  telegrams  have  been  received  to-day  from  General  Fre- 
mont's headquarters.*  It  is  manifest  from  the  reports  that  Milroy  and 
Schenck,  and  the  forces  under  Cox,  have  met  with  rough  usage.  They 
have  been  driven  back  with  considerable  loss. 

P.  H.  WATSOl^T, 

[12.]  Assisfavf  Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monkoe,  May  30, 1803. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

T  returned  here  this  evening.  I  have  no  important  news  to  com- 
municate. The  progress  of  General  McClellan's  army  is  necessarily 
slow  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  roads.  Shall  I  not  now  discharge 
all  the  transports  for  which  we  have  no  immediate  use? 

JOHN  TUCKER, 

[11.]  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  )■         Camp  TunstaWs  Station,  Va.,  May  20, 1862. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  to-morrow,  21st  instant: 
I'orter's  division  to  march  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  road  from  Tunstall's  Sta- 
tion to  New  Bridge,  and  will  camp  at  Mount  Airy,  unless  it  receives 
orders  to  the  contrary.  Sykes'  division  will  march  at  8  a.  m.  on  the 
same  road,  and  will  continue  in  motion  until  it  receives  instructions  to 
go  into  camp.  The  baggage  train  of  headquarters  of  the  corps  and  of 
general  headquarters  will  travel  in  rear  of  the  leading  division. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

ril.l  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Wai'.  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  31,  1863. 
Hon.  John  Tttciter, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.: 
The  propellers  which  form  the  regular  freight  and  cattle  line  to  this 
city,  namely,  Sophia,  Josephine,  William  P.  Clyde,  City  of  Richmond, 
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Salvor,  Octorara,  A.  II. Bowman, Thmnns  Swann,  Shefcncket,  Patapsco, 
aud  QuiDiieba,u<;',  the  (luarteruiaster  desires  to  be  sent  back  to  this  city 
as  early  as  iiossible;  they  are  much  needed. 

r.  II.  WATSOX, 

[11.]  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Okpers,  )  Hdqtis.  FirTii  Pkovisional  Army  Coeps, 

No.  4.  )■         Cnwp,  Tu'.istalVs  tStation,  Vu.,  May  21,  18(12. 

The  corps  will  inarch  as  follows,  taking  the  ronte  to  Cold  Harbor: 
First,  Morell's  division  at  5  a.  m.;  second,  Sykes'  division,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  Morell,  one  brigade  of  Sykcs'  to  follow  Hunt's  artillery; 
third.  Hunt's  artillery  immediately  after  Sykes'  division.  The  wagons 
of  Morell's  division  will  follow  it.  The  wagons  of  Sykes'  and  Hunt's 
commands  will  follow  in  rear  of  artillery,  in  tlie  order  of  nnirch.  Morell 
will  camp  near  Parsley's  Mill;  Sykes  ami  Hnnt  will  cam]i  near  Mount 
Airy  (Mr.  ]"arsley's),  iruless  otherwise  directed  befo're  arriving?  at  that 
place. 

By  command  of  Brio-.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FIJEH.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  Ailjutant-dencral. 


General  Orders,  /  HDQRf<.  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Cokp.s, 

No.  2.  )  Moniit  Airy,  Va.,  May  ;>1,  1802. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  in  the  following-  order:  Sykes'  divis- 
ion, o  a.  m.,  train  following  immediately.  Porter's  division  (Brigadier- 
General  Morell's),  5.'.\{i  a.  ni.,  1  wo  regiments  in  reiir  of  Beserve  Artiilei-y. 
Hunt's  lieservc  Artillery  at  0.30  a.  m.  The  baggiige  train  of  the  last 
two  will  follow  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  in  the  order  in  which  they  march. 
Quartermasters  (brigade  and  regimental)  must  accompany  their  trains 
and  not  ]>ermit  tliem  to  stoj),  and  on  arrival  at  camp  will  push  them  to 
their  ])roper  j>]aees,  so  as  not  to  delay  arrival  of  trains  in  rear.  Briga- 
dier-General Sykes  will  send  forward  a  pioneer  party  and  i)ut  in  good 
order  the  bridge  over  mill  race  at  Parsley's  Mill.  Sykes'  division  will 
push  up  and  camp  near  Franklin,  in  vicinity  of  Cold  Harbor.  Morell 
will  camp  near  Sykes  (in  rear);  Hunt  will  cami>  near  mill-dam.  Each 
commander  of  division  will  send  forward  a  staff  officer  to  select  his 
canip-grouTid,  and  put  his  command  in  position  without  delaying  those 
in  rear.  If  supplies  are  required,  commanders  will  send  to  White 
House  to-morrow  night  the  necessary  wagons. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FliEl).  T.  LOCKE, 

fll-J  Asssistavt  Adjutant  (I  en  era.]. 


Heabquartek's  Army  ov  the  Poto.mao. 

May  21,  18(;2. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P..  Franklin, 

Commanding  tSixth   Corps: 
General  McClellan  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  our  troops  are  on 
the  other  side  of  Bottom's  P>ridge,  and  that  the  bridge  will  be  rebuilt  at 
once. 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 

[ll-J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chat.  LXIIl.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  625 


Headquaeters  Depautment  of  thk  Eappahaknock, 

Opposite  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  SI,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Wadsworth, 

Commanding  Military  District,  Washington: 
Sir:  By  Tuesday  next  I  wish  you  would  order  Brigadier-General 
Doubleday  to  take  post  opposite  Fredericksburg,  and  send  with  Lira, 
or  after  biin,  the  major  part  of  the  force  you  now  have  ou  the  Maryland 
side  of  the  Potomac,  leaving  only  small  guards  in  the  various  iield- 
works. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iKviN  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Woodbury's  Camp, 
Near  Railroad  Bridge,  May  23,  18(>2 — 7. HO  p.  m. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard, 

At  Getieral  McClellan^s  Headquarters : 
General  Keyes  was  only  able  to  furnish  about  500  axes  iind  shovels 
today,  but  promises  1,GOO  to-morrow  morning.  Have  begun  a  rifle-pit 
at  the  Chimneys  and  a  slashing  from  there  toward  railroad  bridge.  I 
propose  to-morrow  to  carry  the  slashing  from  Chimneys  to  left  and 
right  and  begin  another  rifle-pit  in  clearing  between  Chimneys  and 
railroad.  Their  scouts  keep  in  sight  of  our  men,  but  show  in  no  force. 
To  day  half  the  men  worked  at  Bottom's  Bridge  to  make  it  passable 
and  clear  up  the  trees  as  you  directed  McAlester  to  do.  I  propose  to 
stay  at  General  Woodbury's  camp  if  that  will  do  as  well;  it  will  be 
much  more  satisfactory. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
[11.]  Lieidenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Engineer  I^rigade, 

Camp  near  JHspatch  Station,  May  32,  J80'3. 
General  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General  :  The  Engineer  Brigade  is  encamped  on  the  railroad  near 
Dispatch  Station,  thirteen  miles  from  Eichmond.    The  trestle  bridge 
across  the  Chickahominy  will  be  completed  to-night. 
For  General  Woodbury. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  BOWERS, 
[11. J  Assistant  Adjutant-Oencral. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Ooeps, 

Camp  at  Cold  Harbor,  Ya.,  May  33,  1863. 
Col.  E.  G,  Marshall, 

Commanding  Thirteenth  New  York  Yolunteers: 
Colonel:  The  commanding  general  directs  you,  in  compliance  with 
orders  from  general  headquarters,  to  move  to  morrow  moining  with 
your  regiment  to  Old  Church,  on  the  road  to  Hanover,  and  there 
according  to  circumstances  assume  command  or  report  to  your  senior. 
Colonel  Rush,  commanding  Pennsylvania  Lancers,  and  Colonel  Tyler, 
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commanding  Connecticut  Volunteers,  with  tlieir  reftiments,  will  com- 
prise the  force  to  be  gathered  there.  The  object  of  your  command  is  to 
secure  the  army  from  attacks  in  rear  or  flank  by  parties  of  the  enemy 
passing  down  this  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  patrol  the  country  between 
the  turnpike  and  river,  and  for  this  purpose  the  commanding  general 
relies  on  your  vigilance  and  that  of  the  officers  and  men  under  you. 
You  will  keep  him  informed  of  everything  about  you  and  communicate 
often  with  him.  You  will  obtain  all  information  of  the  enemy  iiossible 
at  Newcastle  and  Ilanover,  and  the  character  and  number  of  the  roads 
and  ferries,  and  what  force,  if  any,  is  beyond  the  river.  You  are 
authorized  to  employ  guides.  In  your  rear  at  Parsley's  Mill  will  be 
General  Cooke's  command,  and  on  your  left  General  Stoneman,  whom 
you  are  desired  to  communicate  with.  If  Colonel  Tyler  has  not  arrived, 
you  are  desired  to  send  him  these  instructions  and  turn  them  over  to 
Colonel  Eush  for  his  information.  If  possible,  make  as  good  a  sketch 
of  the  country,  showing  roads,  &c.,  as  you  can. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  MONTEITH, 
[11.]  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camj),  and  Actf/.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen, 


"VVak  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  22,  1802. 
Major-General  McDoavell: 

I  have  no  answer  to  mj^  telegram  inquiring  whether  a  conference 
could  be  had  to-night  or  to-uiorrow  morning  with  you  at  Fredericks- 
burg, and  what  mode  of  transportation  there  would  be  from  Acjuia 
Creek.* 

[12.]  EinVlN  M.  STANTOK. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  23,  J8(i3. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  With  the  kindest  feelings  toward  the  citizens  of  Norfolk, 
and  for  no  other  reason  than  to  promote  their  prosperity  and  to  encour- 
age them  in  their  welldoing,  and  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  and  with  reference  to  opening  the  port,  and  so  stated  at 
the  time,  1  informally  inquired  of  several  of  the  common  council  how  I 
was  to  consider  the  status  of  the  city,  that  is,  whether  the  citizens  now 
regarded  themselves  as  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  so  called  Confed- 
eracy, or  as  neutrals,  or  as  a  conquered  people.  To  this  informal 
inquiry  I  received  the  inclosed  reply,  which  I  could  consider  in  no  other 
light  than  a  determination  to  adhere  to  the  traitoious*  government  of 
the  South,  Consequently  I  could  pursue  no  other  course  than  to  leave 
the  citizens  in  the  position  in  which  we  found  thcni  when  the  authori- 
ties surrendered  the  city  to  the  United  States,  llencre  1  have  prohib- 
ited all  trade  by  the  citizens  Avith  the  North,  iuid  by  tlie  Northern 
people  with  that  city.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  many  of  the  citizens 
are  beginning  to  see  the  folly  of  the  course  they  are  pursuing  and 
probably  will  soon  take  steps  to  direct  public  opinion  in  the  right  way 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant! 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 
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[lUOlOBUrCH.] 

OiTY  OF  Norfolk,  to  tvit: 

At  a.ioiut  nieetiug  of  the  select  and  common  councils,  held  May  10, 
18G2,  the  following-  preaiuble  and  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopted, 
viz: 

Whereas  an  otticial  communication  has  been  received  by  the  mayor  of 
the  city  from  Major-General  lluger,  announcing  that  the  troops  which 
formerly  defended  this  neighborhood  have  been  removed  elsewhere  by 
order  of  the  Government,  and  tliat  having  no  longer  the  means  of 
defending  the  city,  he  turns  tiie  charge  of  it  over  to  the  mayor  and  its 
civil  oflicers :  Therefore, 

Bcsolved,  That  Oapt.  James  Corwick  and  C.  II.  Rowland,  esq.,  presi- 
dent and  vice-president  of  tlie  select  council,  and  J.  B.  Whitehead  and 
G.  W.  Camp,  esq.,  president  and  vice-president  of  the  common  council, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  the 
mayor  in  conferring  with  the  Federal  military  commander,  and  assuring 
him  that  no  resistance  can  or  will  be  made  to  the  occupation  of  the  city 
by  the  U.  S.  forces,  but  that  the  citizens  expect  and  claim  protection  to 
persons  and  property  during  such  occupation. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  proceed  forthwith  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duty  assigned  tliem. 

Teste. 

[SEAL.]  r.  G.  BROUGHTON,  Jr., 

Cleric  of  the  Councils. 

City  of  JSTorfolk,  to  wit : 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  select  and  common  councils,  held  May  16, 
1862: 

The  members  appointed  on  Saturday  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
commanding  general  of  the  U.  S.  forces  as  to  the  surrender  of  the  city, 
made  known  to  the  councils  that  General  Wool  had  sent  for  them  on 
Thursday,  and  inquired  of  them  what  was  now  the  status  of  the  city — 
whether  the  citizens  now  regarded  themselves  as  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  Confederacy,  or  as  neutrals,  or  as  a  conquered  people — and 
has  suggested  that  perhaps  some  means  might  be  devised  by  the  coun- 
cils by  which  an  answer  could  be  had. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  cjouucils  respectfully  inform  General  Wool  that 
they  have  no  power  or  means  by  which  to  furnish  a  fair  answer  to  his 
questions. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  General  Wool  by 
the  clerk. 

Teste 

F.  G.  BROUGHTON,  Jr., 

Clerl;  of  the  Councils. 

Headqxjartees  Depaetment  of  Norfolk, 

Xorfollc,  May  10,  1862. 
W.  W.  LAMB,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  Xorfolk : 
Sir  :  The  troops  which  formerly  defended  this  neighborhood  having 
been  removed  elsewhere  by  order  of  the  Government,  I  have  not  the 
means  to  defend  the  city,  and  have  ordered  all  the  forces  off',  and  turn 
over  the  charge  of  the  city  to  yourself  and  its  civil  officers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  niK^ER, 

liTn'in'r.  fip/iirrn.l . 
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CoMMissAiiY  Department, 

Norfolli,  May  10,  1862. 
W.  W.  Lamb,  Esq., 

Mayor : 
Sik:  I  am  directed  by  Maj.  Gen.  B.  linger  to  hand  over  to  you  all 
tlie  provisions  in  luy  possession  for  distribution  to  the  poor  and  needy 
of  our  community,  discriuiinatin<r  in  favor  of  the  families  of  our  absent 
volunteers.  With  the  press  and  hurry  of  the  moment  T  cannot  furnish 
you  with  an  inventory  of  my  stock,  but  I  liave  several  hundred  barrels 
of  flour  at  the  tobacco  warehouse  and  also  at  the  store  of  Odom  & 
Clements.  At  the  store  of  W.  D.  Reynolds  &  Co.  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  bacon,  and  in  the  building  occupied  by  me  you  will  find 
many  articles  of  need  for  the  needy.  All  is  at  your  service,  as  I  hav6 
indicated  above,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of 
our  general. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  SMITH, 
[11.]  Major  and  Commiitsary  of  Subsistence. 


Genekal  Orders,  )         IIixiRs.  Sixth  Prov.  Army  Corps, 

1^0.  2.  j      Camp  near  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  May  33,  1862. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I 
hereby  assume  command  of  the  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps,  consist- 
ing of  the  divisions  of  Generals  II.  W.  Slocum  and  W.  F.  Smith.  The 
following  are  hereby  announced  as  the  corps  stafl':  Chief  of  staff'  and 
inspector-general,  Capt.  Kichard  Arnold,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery;  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  Capt.  E.  Sparrow  Purdy;  quartermaster,  Lieut. 
C.  W.  Tolles,  Thirteenth  U.  S.  Infantry ;  ordnance  ofBcer,  Lieut.  J.  J. 
Hofl',  First  Kew  Jersey  Volunteer  Artillery;  chief  engineer,  Lieut. 
Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  detached  from  staft'  of  major-general  command- 
ing; aides  de-camp,  Capt.  M.  T.  McMahon,  detacihed  Irom  staif  of 
major-general  commanding,  Lieut.  John  P.  Baker,  First  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
Ijicut.  Josepli  C.  Jackson,  First  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  Capt.  W.  H. 
PhiUp. 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Sitfh  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

[11.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  23,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs  : 

General  :  The  inclosed  telegram*  has  just  been  received  iu  response 
to  an  inquiry  from  me.  I  have  asked  General  (ieary  whether  ho  can, 
with  or  without  re-enforcements,  do  anything  to  aid  Banks.  The  Gov- 
ernor (General  Wadsworth)  has  been  directed  to  hold  his  forces  in  readi- 
ness to  move  on  short  notice.  I  have  also  sent  for  Colonel  McCallum 
to  get  transportation  ready,  so  that  if  need  be  we  can  move  a  brigade 
in  a  single  train  to  Front  Koyal.  The  Secretary  will  be  here  in  the 
morning.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make. 
Tours,  truly, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
[12.]  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

•See  Banks  to  Stanton  (received  lip.  in.),  Vol.  XII,  Part  I   p.  525. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Eappahannock, 

May  23,  1862. 

QuAETEBMASTER-CtENERAL  : 

It  is  indispensable  tliat  very  large  shipments  of  forage  be  sent  here 
immediately.  I  want  six  days'  forage  for  15,000  animals  here  as  soon 
as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  be  sent.  For  reasons  the  Secretary  will  tell 
you,  I  want  also  100  stevedores  to  discharge  freight  and  load  cars. 

iKvm  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department, 

May  23, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Wadsworth, 

Commanding  at  Washington  : 
I  have  had  a  conversation  with  the  President  about  the  force  which 
should  be  sent  here  under  General  Doubledayand  about  your  taking  it 
from  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac.  1  think  he  is  inclined  to  adopt 
my  view  to  have  six  regiments  of  infantry — one  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg, three  together  this  side,  one  at  the  depot,  and  one  guarding  the 
railroad.    See  if  this  cannot  be  effected. 

IRVIN  MoDOWELL, 
[12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Rectortown,  May  23,  1802. 

(Received  9.40  p.  ra.) 
Hon.  P.  H.  Watson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 
Since  tlie  previous  dispatch*  I  have  reliable  information  that  a  battle 
has  been  going  on  since  1  p.  m.  on  the  river,  close  to  the  railroad  bridge 
near  Front  Royal.  It  is  reported  by  jiersons  from  that  direction  that 
3,000  rebel  infantry  and  four  guns  were  engaged  against  us,  we  having 
two  guns.  Captain  Acker,  of  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  reports  that 
when  he  left  a  view  point  above  Markliam  at  G  o'clock  the  smoke  from 
small-arms  arose  from  the  same  position  they  had  occupied  at  1  o'clock. 
Nothing  later  has  been  reported.  General  Banks  relieved  my  right 
flank  yesterday  at  Front  Royal  with  the  First  Maryland,  Colonel  Kenly, 
who  is  in  command  there.  We  have  no  telegraphic  communication  with 
Front  Royal  yet. 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Wadsworth,  Military  Governor.) 

[12.1 


StrASRURG,  Mail  23,  1802—10.30  p.  m. 
Col.  1).  S.  Miles: 

Our  troops  at  Front  Royal  have  been  compelled  to  retire  toward 
Middletown  before  a  very  heavy  force  of  the  enemy.  It  is  necessary 
that  you  should  immediately  put  all  your  available  force  in  motion 
toward  Winchester  as  the  best  protection  of  the  railway.  This  move- 
ment indicates  a  combined  operation  of  the  enemy  on  both  lines,  in 

»  See  Vol.  XII.  I'art  III.  i).  215. 
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which  event  they  are  likely  to  move  from  there  toward  Winchester  for 
the  purpose  of  intercepting  our  forces.  Please  answer.  It  should  be 
done  to-night. 

K.  r.  BANKH, 
|12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


SxiiASBUKfi,  Mai/  3rj,  1802 — 10 JO  p.  m. 
Col.  1).  S.  Miles, 

Commandhui  liailroad  Brujade : 
General  Banks  requests  you  to  send  every  man  possible  to-night  to 
Winchester  and  order  uj)  from  Winchester  and  vicinity  to  this  place 
all  that  can  be  sent. 

D.  D.  PERKINS, 
[12.]  2Iajor  and  Chief  of  Staf. 


HEADQtTARTERS   THIKD    CORPS,  ARJIY    OP    THE    POTOMAC. 

Second  hoxise  short  of  Bottom^n  Jlridge,  May  21,  1802 — 7  }>•  "*• 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Ungiueer,  die. : 

General:  These  headquarters  moved  to  this  place  this  morning. 
Hooker  is  just  here  and  Kearny  a  mile  back,  the  latter  under  orders  to 
cross  the  river  in  tlie  morning.  I,  this  morning,  overtook  General 
Naglee  just  after  he  had  opened  fire  with  two  batteries  on  the  enemy, 
at  a  point  on  the  main  road  from  AVilliamsburg  to  Richmond,  about 
four  miles  from  the  bridge.  After  about  forty-five  minutes'  firing  the 
enemj^  retreated  and  (Tcneral  Palmer  is  to  occupy  the  ground  thus 
gained  over  night.  It  is  very  near  tlie  cross-road  leading  to  the  New 
Bridge  road.  Finding  Oomstock  had  left  I  ])resumed  I  was  to  go  on 
with  the  tf'te  de-pont  and  this  p.  m.  re-examined  the  site.  Nothing  was 
done  to-day.  General  Keycs  not  having  made  a  detail.  To-morrow  I 
shall  use  all  the  tools  I  can  command  in  prosecuting  the  work.  Oom- 
stock's  telegram  just  received.  The  reconnaissance  I  sent  this  morn- 
ing to  look  for  crossing  between  Long  and  Bottom's  Bridges  has  just 
returned.  Captain  Gary  (Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry),  in  (command, 
reports  the  only  crossing  to  be  Turner's  Bridge,  which  is  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  Bottom's  Bridge  road,  the  turn-off  being  one  mile  and  a 
half  above  Long  Bridge.  The  bridge  is  destroyed  and  the  water  live 
feet  to  six  feet  deep.  As  the  approaches  from  both  sides  are  good  and 
the  bottom  apparently  hard  he  thinks  the  ford  would  be  easy  at  low 
water.  He  could  not  find  Fisher's  Crossing  or  any  other.  The  inhab- 
itants he  inquired  of  knew  of  no  other;  nor  could  he  find  any  turn-oft 
from  the  road  extending  to  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

]\r.  D.  MoALESTER, 

[11-]  JAcufcnant  of  Engineer  a. 

Headquarters  General  Stoneiman, 

Bivouac  near  Ellerson''s  Mill,  Bell's  Creel;  May  21,  18C2 5.30  a.  m. 

General  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  afternoon  General 
Stoneman's  headquarters  were  moved.     Lieutenant  Fariiuhar  and  1 
were  requested  by  him  to  guide  the  column  along  the  road  from  Walnut 
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Grove  Gliurch  jiloug  the  river  to  Meclianicsville.  We  had  proceeded 
about  ii  mile  aud  a  quarter  from  tLe  Grove  Church  AThen,  during  a  halt 
of  tbe  advance,  from  Mr.  Austin's  house  with  a  glass  we  could  see  to  the 
southwest  a  couple  of  spires  over  the  wood  beyond  the  Chickahominy 
Valley  and  iu  an  angle  of  wood  a  camp,  perhaps  one  mile  and  a  halt 
to  two  miles  distant.  The  wood  prevented  its  extent  from  being  seen. 
Nearly  south  of  A\'est,  iu  a  clearing,  could  bo  seen  at  least  a  regiment, 
arms  stacked  and  men  iu  groups,  and  near  by  partly  concealed  by  inter- 
vening woods  three  or  four  caissons.  The  Chickahominy  appeared  to 
come  within  about  a  third  of  a  mile  or  so  of  Mr.  Austin's.  Shortly 
after  passing  Lis  liouse  you  descend  a  hill  to  Ellerson's  Mill,  and  after 
crossing  a  narrow  valley,  cross  by  a  weak  bridge  perhaps  twenty-five 
feet  to  thirty  feet  long  what  we  have  been  told  is  Bell's  Creek,  running 
nearly  south.  At  this  point  its  hanks  are  high,  though  the  stream  is 
very  narrow,  and  it  would  be  imi)assable  but  for  bridge.  After  winding 
around  the  hill  beyond  the  bridge  on  the  plateau  we  fell  in  with  the 
enemy's  pickets,  and  in  a  few  moments  a  couple  pieces  were  brought 
into  battery  on  a  knoll  some  1,200  yards,  it  is  supposed,  iu  advance,  and 
infantry  Avas  seen  moving  toward  our  right.  Firing  was  continued  an 
hour  or  so,  and  our  advance,  together  with  that  of  General  Davidson, 
stopped  for  the  night.  General  Stoueman  placed  his  troops  in  rear  of  the 
Bell's  Creek  for  the  night.  This  morning  about  4.30  firing  commenced 
again  between  General  Davidson  (whose  command  was  during  the  night 
in  advance  of  the  creek)  and  the  enemy,  and  is  now  being  continued. 
The  road  thus  far  has  been  pretty  good  through  an  undulating  country. 
We  are  said  to  be  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter  to  one  mile  and  a  half 
from  Mechanicsville.  Mr.  Austin  says  that  the  railroad  bridge  has 
replaced  the  upper  Meadow  bridges;  that  the  latter  do  not  now  exist. 
nis  assertions,  however,  as  to  one  or  two  other  points  were  not  very 
reliable  and  make  uie  distrust  him.  He  calls  the  distance  from  head  of 
Mechanicsville  turnpike  to  the  railroad  bridge  about  one  mile  and  a  half. 
A  negro  is  reported  to  state  he  has  been  driving  teams  to  and  from  Eich- 
mond  lately  and  that  there  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahominy 
a  pretty  large  force,  not  far  distant;  that  then  there  are  none  until  near 
Richmond;  that  upon  each  of  the  principal  roads  leading  to  and  from 
that  city  are  large  bodies  of  troops,  with,  at  different  points  of  the 
road,  heavy  guns  in  position;  that  the  enemy  were  not  occuj)ying  the 
works  around  the  city,  but  these  points  in  advance,  if  I  mistake  not. 
After  the  firing  ceased  yesterday  evening  a  battery  of  field  pieces  (six) 
were  seen  by  some  moving  along  slowly  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Chickahominy,  apparently  from  us,  and  three  other  pieces  at  another 
point.  During  the  firing  a  few  shots  were  thrown  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  to  our  rear,  striking  near  Mr.  Austin's  house, 
perhaps  from  near  the  point  where  troops  had  been  seen  earlier  iu  the 
afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

C.  SBAFOliTH  STEWART, 
[11. J  Cajytuin  of  Engineers. 


IlEADQUARTEllS   GENERAL   StONEMAN, 

Seven  Miles  from  Richmond,  on  mminkc,  May  2-1,  1862. 
General  J.  G.  Baknard,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potovuic: 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  early  part  of  the  day 
Lieutenant  Farquhar  and  I  were  cmjjloycd  in  ascertaining  for  General 
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Stoneman  the  position  of  tlie  enemy  and  the  state  of  afi'airs  near 
Mechauicsville.  While  at  Mechanicsville  General  Davidson  sent  a  few 
men  to  destroy  the  nearest  bridge  over  the  Chickahominy.  The  string- 
ers of  one  bay  were  cut  away.  The  whole  length  is  probably  some  tifty 
feet,  but  below  the  bridge  the  stream  may  be  thirty  feet  wide,  quite 
rapid,  about  three  feet  deep,  bottom  and  banks  just  there  sandy,  and  it 
is  fordable  by  a  horse,  though  probably  would  soon  be  cut  uj)  by  pas- 
sage of  teams.  The  banks  would  at  that  point  require  a  little  sloping 
to  allow  the  passage  of  teams.  Tlie  banks  are  but  two  feet  or  so 
above  level  of  water.  The  road  is  raised  soiue  three  feet  above  general 
level.  Below  the  bridge  the  right  bank  is  low,  but  little  above  surface 
of  water,  and  thickly  wooded  for  a  breadth  of  about  200  or  250  yards. 
Above  it  is,  for  a  short  distance,  more  open,  but  on  the  left  bank 
swampy  for  a  breadth  of  perhaps  100  or  200  feet  at  least.  It  is  said 
generally  that  for  the  passage  of  teams  above  considerable  work  would 
be  required  in  making  corduroy  or  other  causeways.  Near  Meadow 
Bridge  the  ground  is  said  to  be  firmer.  Above  Meadow  Bridge  one 
mile  is  a  farm  bridge  on  Mrs.  Crenshaw's  farm,  and  it  is  said  there  are 
private  bridges  still  higher  up,  also  for  teams.  At  the  crossing  of  the 
turnpike  three  other  bridges  can  be  seen,  small  apparently.  The  head- 
quarters of  General  Stoneman  Avere  moved  to  the  crossing  at  the  Wal- 
nut Grove  Church  and  Pole  Green  Church  with  turnpike,  where  his 
troops  are  in  camp,  with  the  exception  of  Sixth  Cavalry,  at  the  inter- 
section of  crossroads  from  Mauly's  Mill  with  turnpike  about  half  way 
between  this  camp  and  Mec^hanicsville.  No  escort  was  furnished  and 
no  exiiiuination  made  of  the  Chickahominy  above  the  turnpike  bridge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

C.  SEAFOKTH  STEWART, 
111- J  Captain  of  Enyineers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Vamp  near  Gold  Harhor^  Ya.,  May  Si,  ISOS. 
Colonel  Warren, 

Gotnmandiny  Fifth  Xeic  Yorh  Yoluntcem: 
Colonel  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  address 
you  in  his  name  as  follows :  Your  regiment  has  been  directed  to  proceed 
to  Old  Church,  Ya.,  on  the  road  to  Hanover.  On  arriving  there  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  forces  in  that  vicinity.  Those  forces  are: 
First  Connecticut  Yolunteers,  Col.  E.  O.  Tyler  commanding;  Thir- 
teenth New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  E.  G.  Marshall  commanding;  the 
Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (lancers),  Col.  R.  H.  liush,  commanding. 
A  six-gun  battery  is  ordered  there,  aud  will  also  report  to  you.  The 
object  of  this  command  in  that  vicinity  is  to  secure  our  flank  from 
attack,  to  crush  any  enemy  within  reach,  to  prevent  small  ])arties  getting 
into  our  rear,  to  seize  and  arrest  all  parties  coming  from  the  enemy  or 
attempting  to  go  to  him,  and  prevent  all  information  of  our  position 
being  communicated.  There  is  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  occui)ies 
and  uses  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad;  to  destroy  communication  on 
which  Colonel  Tyler,  with  the  largest  i)ortion  of  his  command,  left  this 
morning  for  Hanover  Court- House.  He  will  return  this  evening.  After 
starting  he  received  information  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  had 
strongly  re-enforced  that  place,  aud  hold  it  with  ])ortions  of  all  arms  of 
service.  If  convinced  the  information  be  correct,  he  will  not  attack 
but  return  to  camp  after  making  a  cavalry  reconnaissance.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Old  Church,  if  Colonel  Tyler  has  not  retained,  communicate 
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with  Lim  and  act  according  to  your  judgment,  bearing  this  in  mind, 
that  nothing  must  be  initiated  whicli  will  bring  on  a  general  action, 
and  that  the  utmost  care  muist  be  taken  not  to  meet  with  a  reverse  or 
check.  The  commanding  general  desires  you  will  keep  up  frequent 
communication  with  him.  For  other  instructions  you  are  referred  to 
communications  sent  to  Colonel  Tyler,  which  he  will  turn  over  to  you. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  KIKKLAND, 
[l-l^-J  Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

War  Bepaktment,  May  ^J,  1862. 
MajorGeneral  Wool, 

Fortress  Monroe: 
You  will  allow  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  to  take  possession  of  the 
na\'y-yard  and  public  property  at  Gosport.* 

EDWIX  M.  STANTOIii, 
[11-]  Secretary  of  \Vur. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  0.,  May  3i,  J8G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

liectortown,  Va.  : 
One  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  from  Catlett's  will  be 
sent  to  Thoroughfare  Gap  this  moruing  to  report  to  you. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquakters  Army  o¥  the  Potomac, 

Gold  Harbor,  May  25,  1862 — 3  p.  m. 
Brig.  Geu.  E,  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  Fourth  Corps: 
Tour  telegram  to  General  Marcy  just  received.  General  Marcy's 
instructions  of  last  night  wei'e  for  you  to  select  the  nearest  strong  posi- 
tion to  Seveu  Pines.  I  infer  that  you  have  done  this  and  hope  that  the 
picket  or  advance  guard  at  the  Seven  Pines  itself  is  strong  enough  to 
keep  off  small  parties  of  the  enemy.  Your  position  and  arrangements 
seeiu  to  be  fully  iu  accordance  with  my  wishes. 

G.  B,  Mo(3LELLAN, 
[11.]  Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Cold  Harbor,  Ya.,  May  25, 1862. 

Brigadier-(jeueral  Morell, 

Commanding  Division : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your  entire 
division  to-morrow  morning  at-4  o'clock  to  the  left  of  "the  New  Bridge  road. 
You  will  camp  iu  the  vicini  ty  of  General  Woodbury's  cami),  and  keep  the 
command  as  much  as  possible  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy,  now  on  oppo- 
site bank  of  tlie  river.     You  will  post  your  command  with  reference  to 

»  See  Welles  to  Stanton,  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  \>.  190. 
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defense  and  easy  approach  to  Kew  Bridge  on  the  ground  which  the 
couimanding  general  pointed  out  to  yon  to-day.  Colonel  McQuade  will 
move  at  4  a.  in. ;  the  other  brigades  at  5  a.  in.,  so  that  the  Second  Bri- 
gade will  be  out  of  the  way  before  the  others  arrive.  The  connnanding 
general  directs  yon  to  see  McQuade  posted  in  time  to  cause  no  delay  of 
his  trains.  The  commanding  general  desires  to  see  you  here  before  yoiir 
command  gets  off. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutanl-Ocnera l. 


Headcit'Artees  Fii'Tii  Provisional  Akmy  Coups, 

Camp  at  Cold  Harbor,  May  ,'/5,  1862. 
Colonel  Hunt, 

Comiiiandiiu/  ArtiUerij  Reserve: 
Colonel  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your  com- 
mand to-morrow  at  11  a.  m.  on  Ihe  New  Bridge  road.  IJe  desires  you 
to  push  the  loading  of  your  spare  ammunition  and  get  it  up  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  each  wagon  bringing  three  days'  grain,  and  more  if  they 
can;  this  provided  you  have  }iot  already  done  so.  What  number  of 
men  will  you  require  to  lill  your  batteries,  and  what  is  the  least  num- 
ber you  can  do  with  ?  Please  send  word  as  soon  as  you  can.  The  com- 
manding general  desires  to  see  you  before  your  command  gets  off. 

PllEl).  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Kappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredericksburg,  May  25,  1S(J2. 
Maj.  (ieu.  E.  O.  C.  Oed, 

Gommandincj  Division : 
Sir:  By  a  recent  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Second 
Brigade  of  your  division  will  move  by  water  from  Aqnia,  the  artillery 
and  cavalry  taking  the  ordinary  route  by  land.  Baggage  wagons  for 
the  brigade  ordered  to  Washington  must  be  jn'ocured  in  that  city. 
General  McDowell  wishes  to  be  informed  of  the  times  when  your  bri- 
gades take  u])  tlieir  line  of  march. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1':d.  scheivee. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
[12.]  ■^         •" 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Eappahannock, 

Opposite  Fredericksbvrff,  May  23,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Bayard, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 
Generat-:  You  will  move  as  soon  as  possible  with  your  brigade  on 
the  Fredericksburg  side  of  the  river,  and  take  post  about  three  miles 
out  on  the  Gordonsville  road.    While  there  you  will  throw  out  your 
pickets  well,  reporting  to  General  King. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHKIYEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HeadquARTEKS,  3Iay  35,  18G2. 
Brigadier-Geueral  Patrick,  Frederickshurg : 

General  McDowell  wisbes  to  know  the  state  of  affairs  this  morning. 
A  cavalry  force  will  be  sent  you  early  this  morning  to  assist  you  in 
inaldng  a  reconnaissance  with  a  part  of  your  brigade  to  see  if  the  enemy 
have  returned. 

E.  SCHRIVER, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

IlEADQtTARTERS  FlPTU  PROVISIONAL  ARMY  OORPS, 

Camp  near  Neic  Bridge,  ^'a,,  May  2G,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Sykes, 

Commandin<i  Division : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
he  will  be  absent  to-morrow  witli  a  portion  of  the  command  (Morell's 
division).    You  will  be  in  command  and  receive  orders  direct  from  gen- 
eral headquarters.     Colonel  Hunt  will  receive  orders  from  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  near  Mechanicsville,  Slay  36, 1863. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard,  U .  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac- 
Sim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  Lieutenant  Farquhar 
accompanied  me  in  au  examination  of  a  portion  of  the  Chickahomiiiy 
between  the  turnpike  and  Meadow  bridges.  We  had  an  escort,  consist- 
ing of  a  squadron  of  Sixth  Cavalry  and  four  companies  of  Forty-ninth 
ISew  York.  Both  bridges  were  occupied  by  the  enemy  and  the  woods 
adjoining.  We  struck  the  woods  about  half  a  mile  below  the  railroad 
and  found  them  very  thick  with  undergrowth  and  very  wet  and  marshy, 
particularly  toward  railroad,  and  the  belt  of  woods  broad.  The  stream 
was  winding,  the  main  channel  generally  about  tliirty  feet  wide  and 
from  four  to  six  feet  deep  where  tried;  bottom  tine  gravel,  in  some 
places  miry.  Backwater  and  low  i>laces  near  the  banks  made  the  water 
surface  sometimes  eighty  or  ninety  feet  in  width.  The  banks  were  gen- 
erally not  much  above  water,  but  in  some  places  abrui)t.  The  current 
in  channel  was  rapid.  The  rain  piobably  has  made  the  stream  much 
deeper  than  usual  and  caused  tlio  lowlands  to  be  also  very  wet.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  timber  on  each  side  of  stream  and  much  undergrowth. 
Most  of  the  timber  is  pretty  large.  In  general  the  portion  examined 
did  not  present  favorable  jjoints  for  crossing.  Tlie  approaches  would 
require  much  labor.  Genei-al  Stoneman's  headquarters  Avere  moved 
this  morning  to  Mechanicsville,  about  which  his  troops  are  in  camp. 
Very  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  SEAFOitTJl  STEWART. 

[11-]  

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  May  36,  1SC3. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Chief  Engineer  : 

General:  I  send  a  rough  sketch  of  the  positions  to-day  occupied  by 
this  corps.*     General  Hooker's  position  is  very  strong  at  AVhite  Oak 


636  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXm. 

Swamp  bridge.  He  can  hold  it  against  any  force.  After  getting  mat- 
ters in  progress  at  tC'te-de-poiit  I  went  forward  this  evening  to  White 
Oak  Swamp  bridge.  Tlie  enemy  has  not  disturbed  it.  There  is  now 
running  in  that  creek  one-fourth  as  much  water  as  runs  in  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  It  is  quite  a  stream,  now  of  course  swollen.  I  respectfully 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the  maps  tliat  come  here  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  have  the  railroad  laid  down  wrong. 
It  is  one-half  mile  from  Bottom's  Bridge  and  one  mile  from  railroad  at 
Keyes'  position.  I  have  shown  it  on  sketch.  I  provide  for  guns  at  D 
and  E.  Shall  get  tete-de-pont  well  aloug  to-morrow;  will  take  next 
day  to  finish. 


Very  respectfully,  &c., 

111.1 


M.  I).  MoALESTER, 

Lieutenant  of  Enyineers. 


Manassas,  May  26^  1803. 

(iieceived  4.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  lF«r: 
I  have  arrived,  and  will  proceed  to  Centerville  immediately  with  two 
regiments  of  infantry  and  four  iiieces  of  artillery. 

A.  DURYEA, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[12-]  

War  Department, 

^VaflJlington  City,  D.  C,  May  26,  1862, 
Brigadier-General  Geauy: 

The  advanced  guard  of  Shields'  division  has  reached  Oatlett's. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON. 

[12.1 


FllEDERlCKSBURfi,  Va.,  May  27,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I  should  give  a  re])ort  of 
operations  connected  with  the  reconstruction  and  opening  of  the  mih- 
tary  railroad  between  Fredericksburg  and  Aquia  Creek,  1  beg  leave  \o 
state  that  on  Tuesday,  April  22, 1  received  your  telegram  at  Boston 
requesting  an  immediate  interview  at  Washington.  I  started  on 
W^ednesday;  called  upon  you  on  Thursday;  saw  General  McDowell  at 
the  headquarters  of  his  division  on  Friday;  learned  from  him  the  urgent 
necessities  which  required  prompt  action;  returned  on  Saturday  to 
Washington  to  make  further  arrangements  Avith  your  Department;  pro- 
cured implements,  instruments,  and  supjilies,  and  on  Tuesday  morning, 
21) th  ultimo,  in  company  with  ]  )aniel  Stone,  esq.,  landed  at  Aquia  ( Jreek 
X)repared  to  commence  operations.  The  condition  of  the  road  Avas 
l)riefly  as  follows:  The  wharf  at  Aquia  Creek,  covering  a  surface  of 
more  than  an  acre,  or  about  50,000  superficial  feet,  with  all  the  build- 
ings connected  therewith,  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  For  a  distance 
of  three  miles  the  track  had  been  torn  U]),  the  rails  carried  south  out 
of  reach,  the  ties   put   in  piles  and   burned.     All  the   bridsres  were 
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destroyed,  the  superstructure  burned,  and  iu  some  instances  the  abut- 
ments blown  up.  The  reconstruction  of  the  road  and  wharf  demanded 
immediate  attention.  A  commencement  had  been  made  at  the  wharf, 
and  some  ties  had  been  cut  in  the  woods,  but  there  was  no  proper 
organization  for  work.  We  proceeded  on  Tuesday  to  organize  and 
commenced  to  hiy  track.  The  road  bed  had  been  used  by  cavalry;  the 
wet  weather  had  converted  the  clay  surface  into  tenacious  mud;  the 
cross- ties  were  of  all  conceivable  dimensions ;  the  artificers  were  soldiers 
without  experience  in  track-laying;  the  weather  was  rainy;  yet,  by 
taking  some  of  the  most  intelligent  young  officers,  using  them  as  assist- 
ant engineers,  making  leveling  instruments  from  sticks,  working  all 
night  m  the  rain,  spiking  rails  by  the  use  of  lanterns,  the  three  miles 
of  track  were  laid  in  three  days,  so  that  engines  could  pass  over  and 
trausi)ort  material  for  work  farther  in  advance;  and  more  than  3,000 
cross-ties  Avere  manufactured  by  soldiers  from  the  stump  during  that 
time  and  delivered  on  the  road.  On  Saturday  morning,  May  3,  the 
first  load  of  bridge  lumber  was  carried  Irom  Aquia  Creek  for  tlie  Acco- 
keek  bridge.  This  opening  was  a  single  span  of  about  130  feet,  and 
an  elevation  of  thirty  feet. 

About  noon  on  Saturday  we  were  honored  by  a  visit  from  yourself, 
iu  company  with  Secretaries  Seward  and  Oliase,  and  General  Moorhead. 
At  that  time  no  part  of  the  bridge  had  been  erected,  and  only  the 
framing  commenced.  The  next  afternoon  General  McDowell  rode 
across  the  bridge  on  an  engine.  The  time  occupied  in  erecting  it  was 
about  fifteen  working  hours.  The  next  and  most  serious  obstruction 
was  the  deep  chasm  of  Totoinac  Greek,  nearly  400  feet  wide,  which  had 
been  crossed  by  a  deck  bridge  of  about  eighty  feet  elevation  above  the 
water.  No  work  was  done  until  the  3d  of  May  except  cutting  some 
logs  in  the  woods,  at  a  point  so  distant  that  but  few  of  them  could  be 
used.  On  Saturday,  May  3,  some  of  the  logs  were  laid  for  crib  foun- 
dations, but  it  was  not  until  Tuesday  of  the  following  week  that  any 
proper  organization  could  be  effected.  Three  companies  of  the  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Wisconsin,  and  of  the  JSTineteenth  Indiana  Kegiments, 
under  Lieutenants  Ilarter,  Pond,  and  Ford,  had  been  detailed  as  a 
construction  force,  but  many  of  the  men  were  sickly  and  inefflcient, 
others  were  required  for  guard  duty,  and  it  was  seldom  that  more  than 
100  to  120  men  could  be  found  fit  for  service,  of  whom  a  still  smaller 
number  were  really  efiicieut,  and  very  few  were  able  or  willing  to  climb 
about  on  ropes  and  poles  at  an  elevation  of  eighty  feet.  With  soldiers 
unaccustomed  to  such  work,  with  an  insuflicient  supply  of  tools,  with 
occasional  scarcity  of  food,  and  with  several  days  of  wet  weather,  the 
work  was  advanced  so  rapidly  that  in  nine  days  the  bridge  was  crossed 
on  foot,  and  in  less  than  two  weeks  an  engine  was  passed  over,  to  the 
great  delight  of  the  soldiers  whose  labors  had  constructed  it.  By  a 
computation  made  by  A.  W.  Hoyt,  esq.,  civil  engineer,  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  lineal  feet  of  timber  iu  the  bridge  across  Potomac 
Creek  is  34,700,  which  if  placed  in  a  straight  line  would  reach  nearly 
seven  miles.  The  equivalent  in  board  measure  is  about  2,500,000 
feet.  The  bridge  across  the  Ilai)i)ahannock  was  constructed  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  Daniel  Stone,  esq.,  who  was  placed  by  you 
in  general  charge  of  construction.  This  bridge  was  constructed  in 
about  the  same  time  as  that  at  Potomac  Creek.  It  is  about  GOO  feet 
long  and  forty- three  feet  above  water;  depth  of  water,  ten  feet.  The 
reconstruction  of  the  road  and  bridges  under  the  circumstances,  in  so 
short  a  time,  with  an  ordinary  detail  of  troops  taken  promiscuously, 
without  selection,  with  for  part  of  the  time  an  insuflicient  supply  of 
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and  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  the  ofiBcers  and  soldiers  -whose 
energy  and  perseverance  have  accomplished  it.  Tlie  services  of  Cap- 
tains Barstow  and  Willard,  of  the  staff,  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated, 
but  much  credit  is  due  also  to  Major  Brown,  of  the  staff'.  Captains 
Conrad,  iShaunon,  Henry,  and  Feaster,  of  the  JPennsylvania  Eeserves. 
Colonel  Biddle  and  his  officers,  especially  Lieutenants  Andrews  and 
Kennedy,  of  the  ISIinety-tifth  New  York.  Also  Lieutenants  Kennedy, 
of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Keserves;  Lampman,  of  the  Thirtieth  New 
York;  Eogers,  of  the  Sixth  Wisconsin;  Uffendill,  of  Fourteenth  New 
Y'^ork;  Sexton,  of  Second  Wisconsin;  Thomas,  of  Sixth  Wisconsin; 
Barter,  of  Nineteenth  Indiana ;  Bamsey,  of  Eighth  Pennsylvania ;  Pen- 
nypacker,  of  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  and  many  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  Tvho,  in  consideration  of  valuable  services,  have  been 
detailed  permanently  as  members  of  a  construction  corps  for  future 
operations  of  a  similar  character.  The  services  rendered  by  E.  C. 
Smeed,  L.  M,  Wright,  I.  li.  Nevins,  G.  P.  Speer,  W.  R.  Fulton,  and 
Samuel  Langmaid,  civilians,  and  foremen  in  the  construction  of  the 
work,  must  not  be  overlooked. 

The  above  report  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by 

H.  HAUPT, 
Aide-de-Gamp,  Chief  of  Construction  and  Transportation, 

Bepartment  of  the  Kappahannoclc. 

[12.  J 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

Maij  :>7,  1862. 
General  Marcy,  Chief  of  titaff: 

This  flood  will  inevitably  retard  any  bridge  operations.     I  will  try  to 
have  one  made  to-day  and  I  can  cross  my  command  on  one. 

E.  Y,  SUMNEE, 
Brigadier- General,  11.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

General  Marcy,  Chief  oj  Staff: 

I  have  ordered  another  100  men  to  Dispatch  Station.  The  guard  at 
the  bridge  does  not  belong  to  me.  The  details  for  fatigue  are  very 
severe  upon  my  command.  I  have  completed  two  bridges  over  the 
Chickaliominy  to  diiy  and  shall  haA^e  two  regiments  employed  to-morrow 
on  the  road  through  the  swamp. 

E.  Y.  SUMNEE, 
lirigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 

Washmgton  City,  D.  C,  May  27, 1862—8.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  McDoavell,  Manassas : 
We  arc  anxious  to  hear  from  you  and  know  the  condition  of  things  * 
,  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. " 


Tor  answer,  kco  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  256. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  B.  C,  May  ^/,  186.9. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commandintj  Department  of  Virginia,  Norfoll:: 
All  proper  naval  property,  including  the  magazines,  Naval  Hospital, 
sunken  naval  vessels,  and  grounds  formerly  occupied  by  tbe  Navy 
department,  should  be  turned  over  to  the  agents  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. The  Naval  Hospital  building  will  continue  for  the  jiresent  to  be 
occui)ied  by  the  medical  department  of  the  Army,  though  recognized  as 
naval  property. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[11.]  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 

May  S7,  1SG3. 
General  Shielbs, 

Gatlett's: 
liicketts'  brigade,  of  Ord's  division,  is  on  the  way  to  Manassas,  and 
Hartsutt's  will  be  here  as  soon  as  it  is  landed  at  Alexandria. 

lEViN  Mcdowell, 

[12.  j  Major- General. 


Headquarters, 

May  27,  18G2. 
General  Shields, 

Cutletfs: 
I  will  see  that  you  have  subsistence  and  forage  as  fast  as  the  (juarter- 
m aster's  department  can  send  it  forward. 

iKViN  Mcdowell, 

[12.1  Major -General. 


Headquarters, 

May  27,  1862. 

General  McCall, 

Falmouth:  _^ 
General  McDowell  Avi'shes  you  to  order  to  Catlett's,  Bayard's  brigade 
as  now  constituted,  viz,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  Kane's  battalion  of 
rifles,  and  the  battery  of  mountain  howitzers.    Also  to  order  Duffle's 
battalion  of  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry  to  the  same  place. 

ED.  SGHRIYEE, 
[12.1  Chief  of  Staff. 

War  Department, 
Washiiiyton  City,  D.  C,  May  27,  1862. 

])rig.  Gen.  llUPUS  KING, 

Fredericlshurg,  Ya.  : 
Your  dispatch  is  received,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  inform.ition  fur- 
nished.*   Keep  me  advised  of  occurrences  in  your  command  during  the 

absence  of  General  McDowell.  ^rr^,.^^ 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOIs, 

MOT  Secretary  of  War. 
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Wae  Department, 
Washington  City,  J).  C,  May  27,  1863—9.20  p.  m. 

Col.  John  S.  Clark, 

Harpefn  Ferry: 
Report  yourself  to  General  B.anks.     I  am  much  obliged  by  your 
iuforniatiou.* 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
fl2.|  Secretary  of  War. 


Harper's  Ferry, 

May  27,  1863.     (Keceived  10  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

General  Saxtou  Laving  retired,  I  respectfully  inform  you  without 
disturbing  him  that  by  telegraph  received  this  moment  from  agent  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  liailroad  at  Point  of  Rocks,  refugees  are  passing  there 
in  great  numbers  from  Virginia,  Avho  state  that  rebel  cavalry  are  at 
Leesburg,  Waterford,  and  other  points  in  Loudoun,  and  requesting 
troops  should  be  stationed  there.  Our  troops  in  number  foot  up  8,158 
for  duty.  None  can  be  spared  from  here.  Musket  firing  is  this  moment 
heard  from  our  advanced  pickets  between  this  and  Halltown. 
Respectfully, 

D.  S.  MILES, 
[12.]  CoJo7iel  Second  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

May  38,  1862—2  a.  m. 
General  Marcy,  Gliief  of  Staff: 

Sedgwick's  division  will  march  for  Cold  Harbor  at  daybreak.     The 
four-wheel  ambulances  will  be  sent  immediately. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
[11-]  Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Mnnassas,  May  38,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  artillery  and  cavalry  of  Ord's  division  have  just  arrived  from 
Bacon  Race  Church. 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

[^-"•J  Major-General. 

Headqitarters  Department, 

Manassas,  May  38, 1862. 
Colonel  Haupt,  War  Department,  Washington: 

I  informed  you  yesterday  that  the  bridge  corps  was  to  come  forward 
at  once.  Gen-Tal  McDowell  wishes  you  to  come  here  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, and  he  desires  you  on  your  way  hither  to  make  yourself  acquainted 
with  the  capacity  ot  the  railroad,  which  will  la  all  probability  be  tried 
to  its  utmost.  '' 

.,.,,  E.  SCHRIVER, 

_\^ Chief  of  Staff. 


"See  Vol  Xn,  I'ait  III.  i..  263. 
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Hbadquarteks  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Manassas,  May  -28, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C,  Ord, 

Commanding  Division  : 
General  :  It  is  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  that 
you  follow  with  your  division  the  command  of  Major-General  Shields, 
the  First  Brigade  of  which  has  already  taken  up  its  march  forward. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SOHRIVER, 
[12.]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters, 
Manassas,  May  28,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Bayard,  Expected  at  Catletfs  : 

General  McDowell  directs  that  you  repair  to  this  place  as  soon  as 
possible  after  your  arrival  at  Catlett's. 

E.  SCHRIVEE, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Eappahannock, 

Manassas,  May  28,  1802. 
Brigadier-General  Duryea, 

Commanding  Brigade : 
Sir  :  It  is  the  direction  of  Major-General  McDowell  that  you  send  a 
regiment  of  your  brigade  to  Catlett's  to  guard  the  public  property. 
They  may  march  to  this  place,  and  if  railroad  transportation  can  be 
procured  for  them,  they  will  move  to  Catlett's  in  that  way. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

ED.  SCHEIVEE, 
[12.]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  ,  Eappahannock, 

Manassas,  May  28,  1802. 
Commanding  Officer  104th  New  York  Volunteers: 

Sir:  You  will  move  with  your  regiment  at  once  to  Catlett's,  there  to 
relieve  the  troops  belonging  to  General  Shields'  division.  If  railroad 
transportation  can  be  procured,  move  in  that  way,  letting  your  wagons 
proceed  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVEE, 
[12,]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  28,  1802—5  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Saxton, 

Harper^s  Ferry: 
I  have  sent  Brigadier-General  Slough  to  report  to  you  for  orders. 
You  will  find  in  him  a  bold  and  able  asfsistant.    He  goes  by  this  after- 
noon train.     Keep  us  advised  of  what  transpires. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 
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Wak  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  28,  1802—7  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Saxton, 

Harper's  Ferry : 
General  Dix  lias  sent  troops  and  artillery  to  guard  your  rear. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  J).  C,  May  39,  18(i2. 
General  McDowell, 

Manassas  : 
Richmond  i)apers  containing  dispatclies  to  General  Lee  and  Governor 
IjCtclier  state  tbat  Jackson  and  Ewell  had  formed  a.jun<!tion,  and  that 
Banks  was  beaten  by  their  forces  at  Winchester.    The  dispatches  pur- 
port to  go  by  way  of  Staunton. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Manassas,  May  29,  1802. 
Major-General  Shields, 

Kectortoicn : 
Tlie  general  is  gratified  at  your  progress.    Yonr  brigade  left  Cat- 
lett's  at  3  ]).  m.  yesterday.    What  supplies  do  you  want?    They  vshall 
be  forwarded  immediaLely.    The  bridges  will  be  repaired  as  soon  as 
possible.  • 

E.  SGHRIVER, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


Manassas,  May  29,  1802. 
Major-General  Ord: 

General  McDowell  authorizes  you  to  wait  till  5  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  preferably  4,  to  start  for  Eectortown.  As  soon  as  you 
reach  there,  take  up  your  march  for  Front  Royal,  endeavoriiig  as  far 
as  possible  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  Shields'  division.  The 
whole  of  the  railroad  transportation  is  to  get  your  division  forward  as 
rapidly,  and  with  as  little  fatigue,  as  possible,  and  you  are  to  use  your 
judgment  about  the  twenty-three  cars. 

E.  SOHRIVER, 

[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Manassas,  May  29, 1802. 
General  Bayard, 

Catletth : 

General  McDowell  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  in  marching  to 
Front  Royal  you  go  by  Salem,  Piedmont,  and  Markbam,  and  not  by 
way  of  Eectortown,  which  is  Ave  miles  out  of  the  way. 

E.  SO  11  RIVER, 

i  1^-]  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquaktbes, 
Manassas,  May  29,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  D.  Bayard, 

Gatletfs  Station: 
General  McDowell  directs  that  you  leave  early  to-morrow  morning 
with  the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  your  command;  that  you  take  the 
shortest  road  to  Kectortown,  and  report  what  road  you  take.  Your 
destination  is  Front  Soyal.  He  directs  also  that  you  dismount  your 
men,  and  cause  them  to  lead  their  liorses  for  at  least  half  an  hour  in 
every  two  hours.  The  infantry  will  come  to  Manassas  on  the  cars 
to-night  as  before  directed.    Do  I  make  myself  understood  ? 

SAML.  BKECK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 
[12.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  29,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Saxton  : 

The  following  order  has  been  given  to  General  Banks  this  morning  :* 
You  are  requested  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  above  ordei'.  The 
regiment  you  ask  will  be  sent  from  Baltimore.  The  cannon  is  on  the 
road. 

EDWIN  M,  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[12.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  29,  1862— 11.28  p.  vi. 

General  Hamilton, 

Harper^  Ferry: 

You  are  relieved  from  duty  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  directed  to  report 
yourself  to  Major-General  Halleck,  in  the  Department  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

[12.  J  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 
Near  Seven  Pines,  May  30,  1862 — 6'  a.  in. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  expect  to  send  a  report  to-day  on  the  falling  off  of  General  Casey's 
division.  One  great  cause  was  the  rawness  of  his  troops.  At  my  tiual 
survey  of  my  position  last  night  I  passed  100  yards  beyond  the  point 
where  Major  Kelly  fell  in  the  morning,  and  I  saw  many  rebel  pickets. 
At  the  same  time  the  enemy  remained  in  line  of  battle  on  my  light,  and 
was  found  by  two  scouting  parties  on  the  left.  The  enemy  is  found  all 
round  a  semicircle  described  with  a  radius  of  two  miles  from  my  head- 
quarters as  a  center. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 
[11.  J 
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Special  Okdebs,  )  Huqks.  Fifth  Prov.  Army  Corps, 

No.  11.  )        Camp  near  Neio  Bridge,  Va.,  May  30, 1862. 

The  Fii.st  Regiment  Berdan's  U.  S.  Sliarpshooters,  Col.  H.  Berdan 
comuiaudiiig,  is  iissigned  to  duty  witli  Martindale's  brigade.     Colonel 
Berdan  wilf  report  to  Brigadier-Ceneral  Martindale  without  delay. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F,  J.  Porter: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va., 

May  30,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  operations  since  the  arrival  of  General 
Franklin's  corps  at  Cold  Harbor  on  the  21st  instant.  On  the  following 
day  I  accompanied  a  reconnaissance  to  Mechanicsville,  with  instruc- 
tions from  General  Franklin  to  drive  the  enemy  over  the  Chickahomiuy 
at  that  place.  This  we  succeeded  in  doing,  with  the  loss  of  only  2  men 
killed  and  1  wounded.  I  sketched  the  roads  about  the  village,  and 
gave  all  the  information  about  the  bridge  tliere  which  I  was  able  to 
obtain  to  Lieutenant  Abbot,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers.  On  the 
23d  I  reconnoitered  the  Chickahomiuy  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Bridge. 
In  the  afternoon  I  made  an  ascension  in  the  balloon  and  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  enemy's  forces  at  that  time  were  stationed  above 
and  below  Kichmond  near  the  James  River.  I  drew  my  conclusions  from 
the  smoke  of  the  (!amp  lires  about  sunset,  and  I  thought  there  was  but 
little  force  between  us  and  Richmond.  On  the  24th  I  again  visited 
Mechanicsville,  but  obtained  no  new  information.  On  the  25th  I  exam- 
ined the  river  at  New  Bridge  and  at  several  points  above  and  below. 
The  distance  between  the  abutments  at  New  Bridge  is  100  feet  5  inches. 
A  pontoon  bridge  can  be  built  there  in  less  time  than  any  other.  Since 
that  time  I  have  been  engaged,  with  a  daily  detail  of  about  400  men,  on 
the  average,  in  cutting  material  for  corduroying  the  roads  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  proposed  bridges  over  the  Chickahominy  and  for  bridging  the 
ditches  In  the  fields  across  which  our  roads  will  have  to  i)ass.  Unless 
the  weather  should  be  unfavorable  wlien  we  cross  the  river  I  think 
there  will  be  sufficient  of  this  material  cut  by  to-night  or  at  least  by 
to-morrow  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-dc-Camv. 
[11.] 


Manassas,  May  30, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  McCall, 

Falmouth : 
Your  telegram  is  received.*     General  McDowell  wishes  you  to  draw 
in  your  forces,  massing  them  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  and  holding 
yourself  on  the  defensive  and  keeping  Fredericksburg.    Guard  the 
bridges  to  Aquia  Creek  by  completion  of  the  blockhouses  near  them 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
[^^•] Chief  of  Staff. 

*  See  ^'ol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  296. 
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Manassas,  May  30, 1862. 
Colonel  Haupt, 

Aide-de-Cam.'p : 
General  McDowell  hoped  to  leave  here  by  7  o'clock;  it  is  now  10. 
He  IS  detained  here  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  railroad.    It  is  not  known, 
however,  whether  the  coast  is  clear  or  not. 

ED.  SCHEIVER, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


[War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  31,  1862—10.10  p.  m.] 
Major-General  McClellan, 

Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Shields  surprised  the  enemy  yesterday  at  Front  Royal ;  recaptured  a 
considerable  number  of  prisoners,  cars,  locomotives,  and  stores.  Tlie 
enemy  retreated  this  morning  from  Harper's  Ferry  toward  Winchester. 
General  Halleck  states  that  the  enemy  are  retreating  south  toward 
Mobile.  We  have  no  other  news  to-day.  Your  telegram*  was  received 
this  morning  and  the  additional  ambulances  were  ordered. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  May  31,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff',  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
General,:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Warren  had 
arrived  at  Cold  Harbor  with  his  command  this  morning  belore  the  order 
reached  him  to  remain  at  Old  Cliurch.  In  view  of  the  bad  stateof  the 
roads  I  have  directed  him  to  send  the  various  regiments  to  their  proper 
commands.  I  respectfully  suggest  the  cavalry  may  be  ordered  to  reoc- 
cupy  Old  Church. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
[11.] 


Headqt-aeters  Third  Corps, 
Savage's,  May  31,  1862 — 8A0  p.  m. 
General  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  am  just  in.  When  I  got  to  the  front  the  most  of  General  Casey's 
division  had  dispersed,  and  our  fortified  position  was  lost.  1  ordered 
up  all  Kearny's  and  the  most  of  Hooker's  division.  We  checked  the 
enemy  and  was  outflanking  him  on  liis  right,  when  our  center  gave 
way,  and  eventually  our  left  had  to  follow.  A  number  of  pieces  of 
artillery  were  lost  before  I  arrived;  how  maiiy  I  am  not  able  to  say. 
I  ordered  up  a  brigade  on  the  railroad,  but  it  advanced  so  slowly  that 
it  arrived  too  late  to  prevent  the  disaster  to  our  center.     V\  e  have 

»  See  May  30,  0.30  p.  ra.,  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  p.  201. 
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fallen  back  to  the  rifle-pits  first  constructed  by  General  Casey,  and  now 
hold  them.  I  have  no  idea  of  our  loss.  The  rout  of  General  Casey's 
men  had  a  most  dispiriting  efi'ect  on  the  troops  as  thej'^  came  up.  I 
saw  no  leason  why  we  should  have  been  driven  back. 

S.  P.  HEINTZf^LMAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
[11. 1 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 
Savage's,  May  31,  1862—9.15  p.  m. 

General  McClellan: 

1  returned  here  half  an  hour  since.  T  got  information  of  the  attack 
about  2  p.  m.  and  sent  re-enforcements  at  once,  at  the  same  time  going 
to  the  front  I  soon  met  the  fugitives  of  General  Casey's  division, 
and  learned  that  the  most  of  them  had  given  way.  When  I  got 
forward  I  found  the  enemy  had  possession  of  our  front  lines.  When 
the  re-enforcements  came  up  I  put  them  into  the  woods  on  the  left  to 
turn  the  rebel  right  flank  and  capture  their  artillery.  Another  portion 
advanced  in  the  center  and  a  brigade  was  ordered  up  on  the  railroad. 
The  firing  soon  became  tolerably  heavy  and  the  center  gave  way, 
necessitating  the  left  to  fall  back.  Had  the  brigade  I  ordered  up  on 
the  railroad  advanced  promptly,  this  disaster  to  our  center  might  have 
been  repaired,  if  not  prevented.  We  have  fallen  back  to  some  unfin- 
ished rifle-pits  less  than  a  mile  in  front  of  this  position.  How  much 
artillery  we  have  lost  I  am  unable  to  tell,  as  it  was  lost  before  I  got  up. 
Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  considerable.  I  have  ordered  up 
ammunition  and  intrenching  tools.  The  stragglers  of  General  Casey's 
division  had  a  most  dispiriting  effect,  and  our  troops  did  not  fight  well. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN. 

[11.] 


At  the  "Front,  May  31,  1862— C  p.  m. 
General  McClellan: 

Our  troops  on  the  road  have  given  way.    Birney  is  advancing  on  the 
railroad.    Our  left  still  holds  its  own. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commandinq. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  31,  1862—6.20  p.  m. 
Colonel  COLBURN: 

General  Casej''s  division  is  being  rallied  by  Lieutenants  McAlcster, 
Hunt,  and  Johnson,  of  tlie  general's  staff.  General  Casey  is  reported 
dead.  Lieutenant  McAlester  reports  that  General  Kearny  is  at  the 
Seven  Pines,  tlriving  the  enemy  back  slowly.  General  Sumner's  column 
is  just  arriving  on  the  ground.  General  Hooker's  about  half  a  mile  in 
rear  of  these  headquarters. 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarxees  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
,  ^  May  31,  1862—9.20  p.  m. 

General  R.  B.  Maroy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Have  rations  cooked  and  ammunition  issued  to  all  the  commands  to- 
night, and  have  the  men  ready  for  action  tomorrow  without  fatiguing 
them  too  much  to-night.  Have  the  works  and  all  approaches  on  all 
possible  bridges  pushed  to  the  utmost  to-night,  so  that  as  many  as  pos- 
sible may  be  practicable  in  the  morning.  Have  the  trains  ready  to 
pack,  I  have  sent  to  Heintzelman  and  Keyes,  and  will  communicate  to 
you.  Select  carefully  the  positions  for  parking  the  trains,  and  have 
Stoneman  and  the  command  at  Mechanicsville  within  hand.  If  the 
engineers  cannot  build  the  bridges  to-night,  commit  the  work  to  Porter 
and  Franklin.  I  am  sure  Duane  can  do  it.  If  they  cannot,  the  sooner 
we  get  rid  of  the  corps  of  engineers  the  better.  Communicate  this  to 
Barnard.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  several  bridges  be  practicable 
for  artillery  in  the  morning. 

G.  B.  McGLELLAN, 

[11-]  Major- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  31,  1862. 
Colonel  Colburn: 

General  Casey's  division  is  entirely  demoralized.  Generals  Casey 
and  Palmer  are  reported  killed  and  General  Naglee  wounded.  I  have 
been  able  to  find  but  one  colonel,  and  he  says  tlie  men  have  nothing  to 
eat. 

C.  McKEEVER, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S, — It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  regiments  of  General  Peck's 
brigade  have  broken  and  dispersed. 

C.  McK. 

[11.]  

Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

May  31,  1862—10  p.  m. 
[General  McClellan:] 

1  have  sent  across  Bottom's  Bridge  for  our  ammunition,  and  it  will 
be  up  before  daylight.  My  corps  is  supplied  with  three  day.-.'  rations. 
General  Keyes  thinks  that  General  Couch's  is  supi)lied  till  tomorrow 
night.  They  are  now  issuing  to  General  Casey's.  General  Casey's 
division  cannot,  however,  be  relied  upon  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
The  intrenching  tools  must  be  left  at  this  place.  We  are  much  in  want 
of  them. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
[11.]  Brigadier- General. 

Headquarters  Left  of  Line, 

May  31,  1862. 
Colonel  Colburn  : 

There  is  no  hand-car,  but  the  cars  are  expected  every  moment.  I 
will  take  the  locomotive  and  go  down  to  Dispatch  Station,  or  go  on 
horseback,  if  they  do  not  come  in  a  few  minutes. 

S.  P,  HEINTZELMAN, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

May  31,  1862. 
General  W.  B.  Franklin  : 

Please  detail  a  brigade  at  once  to  go  to  Kew  Bridge  to  support  Gap- 
tain  Duane  in  tiirowing  across  his  pontoon  bridges.     It  would  be  well 
to  throw  over  the  troops  as  soon  as  the  first  bridge  is  iiassable.     The 
general  commanding  says  there  must  not  be  a  moment's  delay  in  this. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  MARCY, 
[11.]  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  May  81,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Saxton, 

Harper'' s  Ferry: 
We  are  making  arrangements  to  send  you  speedily  some  well-drilled 
regulars  and  marines. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 


McClellan's  Headqitarters, 
J%me  1,  1862 — 11.25  a.  m.     (Received  12.4:5  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
A  severe  battle  commenced  on  the  left  of  our  line  at  about  1.45  p.  m. 
yesterday,  and  the  heavy  tiring,  which  only  ceased  at  dark,  resumed 
again  at  about  5,30  this  morning.  The  details  of  yesterday's  oper- 
ations have  not  yet  been  ascertained,  but  our  troops  under  General  Keyes 
were  driven  back  until  General  Heintzelniau's  corps  came  up  and  main- 
tained his  ground  till  this  morning,  when  the  battle  commenced  again, 
and  there  has  been  very  heavy  firing  up  to  this  moment.  The  follow- 
ing result  comes  from  General  Heiiitzelman : 

All  firing  has  ceased.  The  enemy  is  repnlsod  wherever  ho  has  appeared.  General 
Hooker,  ■with  Fifth  and  Sixtli  New  .Jersey  and  a  portion  of  Colonel  Ward's  (late 
Birney's)  brigade,  drove  the  enemy  -witli  the  bayonet  in  gallant  style  more  than  a 
mile. 

General  McClellau  is  now  absent  in  front. 

E.  B.  MAEGT, 

[11.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  1,  1862. 
Col.  B.  S,  Alexander, 

V.  S.  Engineers : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  take  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  construction  of  all  the  bridges  now  being  thrown  over  the  Chicka- 
hominy  Eiver  and  push  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  a  speedy 
completion . 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
[11.1 


Chap.  LXin.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  649 

Headquarters  Left, 

June  1,  1862. 
General  Barnard: 

I  yesterday  reconnoitered  Naglee's  late  position,  the  country  between 
Nine-mile  road  and  the  river  itself.  The  bridge  proper  at  Gelding's 
was  in  progress  and  ought  to  have  been  completed  last  night,  but  the 
long  log- ways  of  the  approaches  were  yet  to  be  built.  I  went  into  the 
swamp  at  six  points  between  there  and  Sumner's  Bridge  and  concluded 
that  as  far  as  concerned  this  side  the  river  there  was  little  choice.  The 
road  from  Gelding's  to  Couch's  can  always  be  reached  by  sufficient 
lengths  of  log-way.  The  stream  proper  can,  of  course,  always  be 
spanned  by  trestle-work  and  sometimes  by  felling  large  trees  across  for 
girders.  The  ])oints  for  bridges  will  therefore  depend  on  the  approaches 
of  the  other  side.  The  cross-roads  I  found  in  good  condition,  requiring 
slight  repairs  only.  The  road  you  spoke  of,  cutting  around  Naglee's 
left  to  the  enemy's  rear,  would  have  to  pass  through  very  swampy 
ground.  When  1  was  at  Saglee's  late  advanced  position,  just  before 
the  commencement  of  the  battle,  the  enemy  was  in  very  close  proximity, 
threatening  him.  The  defenses  I  arranged  for  Casey's  late  position 
were  all  incomplete.  Rifle  pits  hereabouts  cannot  be  made  tenable. 
They  immediately  fill  with  water.  I  have  had  to  resort  to  parapets 
with  ditches  in  every  case. 

M.  D,  MoALESTER, 

[11. J  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps  d'Arm6e, 

June  1,  1862—11.30  [jp.]  m. 
General  Marcy  : 

I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  that  I  shall  be  attacked  early  in  the 
morning  by  50,000  men.  The  bridge  on  the  Chickahominy  is  so  broken 
by  the  recent  freshets  that  it  cannot  be  repaired  at  once.  I  shall  do 
my  utmost.    The  trains  from  Richmond  are  running  all  right.* 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
[ll.J  Brigadier-Oeneral,  TJ.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Rifle-pits,  June  1, 1862 — 8.30  a.  m. 
General  McClellan: 

We  are  driving  the  enemy  back.  The  Second  Excelsior  drove  the 
enemy  back  with  the  bayonet.  They  are  falling  back  on  the  right  and 
left  on  the  railroad. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
[11,1  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


At  Rifle-pits,  June  1, 1802 — 9  a.  m. 
General  McClellan: 

We  have  driven  the  enemy  in  front.  I  have  a  report  that  they  are 
trying  to  outflank  us  on  our  left  with  6,000  or  8,000  men.  I  need  re  en- 
forcements, as  General  Casey's  division  is  not  of  any  use,  and  the  other 
division  not  very  efiective. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
[11  1  Brigadier-General. 
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June  1,  1862—8.30  a.  m. 
General  Morell: 

I  wish  you  to  go  down  and  see  that  the  brigade  posted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  bridge  is  properly  posted;  also  the  battery  of  artillery 
(Allen's).  Keep  a  regiment  along  tlie  river — sharpshooters  perha])s 
will  do — and  as  secretly  as  possible  put  everything  else  of  tlie  brigade 
under  shelter  and  in  supporting  distance.  You  will  not  probably 
require  the  whole  division  down  at  the  batteries,  and  it  would  be  well 
to  keep  such  brigade  and  regiments  in  camp  as  you  can  spare  (say 
Lansing's  brigade  and  other  regiments)  to  get  rest  and  food.  I  send 
you  orderlies. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

[11. J  Brigadier- Oeneral. 


Front  Royal,  June  1,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  King, 

En  route  to  Front  Royal : 

General  McDowell  directs  that  you  halt  j'our  last  brigade  at  Pied- 
mont till  the  arrival  of  your  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  other  brigades 
are  to  come  forward  by  rail.  Guard  the  railroad  bridges,  using  conva- 
lescents for  the  purpose. 

E.  SOHRIVER, 

[12.J  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquaeteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

iVez«  Bridge,  June  2, 1862 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Dix, 

Fort  Monroe  : 
General  :  Please  visit  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth.  Examine  for  your- 
self the  state  of  affairs  there.  Look  over  all  orders  given  iu  regard  to 
trade,  police  regulations,  &c.  Report  to  me  in  detail  the  state  of 
aflaiis  witli  your  own  opinions  on  all  i)()ints.  After  having  made  your- 
self fully  master  of  the  state  of  affairs  it  woukl  perliaps  be  well,  if 
convenient  to  you,  that  you  sliould  come  to  these  headquarters  that'we 
may  have  a  personal  conference,  it  is  not  now  possible  for  me  to  now 
come  to  you.     I  am  very  glad  we  are  together  again. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[li-]  Major-deneral. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

,  T>  T>  ,T  '^"«''  A  1SG2. 

General  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  1  inclose  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  General  Woodbury 
which  he  desires  me  to  forward.  Tbe  letter  he  refers  to  was  shown  to 
me  this  morning  by  Colonel  Alexander.  No  copy  has  been  communi- 
cated to  me,  and  I  am  not  informed  what  its  intention  is,  but  in  the 
very  facts  of  tbe  case,  there  can  be  no  mistaking  it.  General  Wood- 
bury has  considered  the  imputation  which  it  conveys  to  be  aimed 
immediately  at  him.  Captain  Duane,  with  an  established  site  abut 
meuts  prepared  and  nothing  to  do  but  to  put  his  pontoons  in'place 
failed  to  accomplish  anything  the  night  of  the  31st.    I  believe  both  his 
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command  smd  General  Woodbury's,  according  to  the  knowledge  and 
ability  they  had  (and  ueitlier  they  nor  I  am  to  blame  if  they  are  not 
yet  perfect  and  thorough  pontoniers),  did  the  utmost  they  could  do 
and  deserve  rather  encouragement  for  their  zeal  and  severe  labor  than 
professional  reproach.  But  less  upon  General  Woodbury  and  Captain 
Duane  than  myself  is  a  professional  reproach  cast  in  the  order  which, 
without  any  consultation,  any  intimation  to  me,  takes  the  entire  work 
out  of  my  hands,  giving  it  to  a  subordinate.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  screen  myself  from  merited  blame,  but  1  would  not  be  touched  in 
that  which  is  dearest  to  a  soldier  on  ex  parte  statements  and  misunder- 
stood facts.  1  gathered  from  some  remarks  of  the  commanding  general 
this  morning  that  there  was  at  least  a  day's  work  on  the  approaches  to 
the  New  Bridge  before  artilleiy  could  pass.  There  were  two  or  three 
places  where,  during  the  night  of  the  31st,  the  flood  swept  over  the 
narrow  causeway  near  the  bridge,  cutting  trenches  across  it.  The  bot- 
tom was  perfectly  hard,  and  at  tlie  time  the  bridge  was  reported  prac- 
ticable these  places  were  practicable  for  artillery.  If,  toward  night, 
these  trenches  became  too  deep,  it  was  after  the  bridges  were  finished 
and  I  had  ceased  to  visit  tlie  locality  and  it  was  not  reported  to  me.  Yes- 
terday, June  1,  I  believed  the  attempt  to  repair  them  to  be  of  doubt- 
ful success  and  more  doubtful  policy,  and  I  believed  and  still  believe 
that  when  the  water  fell  so  that  any  passage  of  artillery  would  be  a 
matter  of  military  practicability,  the  places  in  question  could  be  repaired 
in  an  hour's  time.  No  one  knew  how  high  the  flood  was  going  to  rise, 
and  when  it  reached  its  limit  and  commenced  falling  was  the  time  to 
make  those  repairs,  for  which  materials  in  great  quantities  were  accu- 
mulated within  convenient  distance.  I  was  not  alone  in  the  belief  that 
the  Birago  trestle  was  perfectly  adequate  for  bridging  a  narrow  stream 
like  the  Chickahominy,  in  the  condition  in  which  we  first  found  it. 
With  limited  transportation,  trestles  formed  a  considerable  part  of  our 
bridge  equipage.  They  were  accumulated  near  the  places  where  they 
were  to  be  used,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  commanding  general,  sev- 
eral days  ago.  It  was  part  of  tlie  material  on  hand,  all  of  which  might 
be  wanted,  and  for  two  of  the  bridges  it  was  the  only  material  at  hand 
for  commencing  on  the  night  of  the  31st.  Two  of  the  bridges  debouched 
on  ground  which,  in  ordinary  stages  of  the  river,  would  require  much 
labor  to  be  practicable  for  artillery.  The  flood  swept  over  that  grouud 
for  several  hundred  yards.  These  bridges,  except  as  regards  infantry, 
were  but  bridges  in  the  air.  It  would  require  a  day  or  two  hard  labor 
to  get  those  debouches  practicable  for  artillery.  I  was  perfectly  sensi- 
ble of  the  immense  importance  of  being  able  to  pass  this  wing  of  the 
army  over  yesterday,  bnt  I  reported,  officially,  before  noon  yesterday 
that  it  was  impracticable,  in  the  overflowed  state  of  the  bottom  lands, 
to  pass  it  against  any  considerable  resistance.  There  was  one  con- 
tingency under  which  we  could  pass,  viz,  the  occupation  of  the  oppo- 
site heights  by  the  advance  of  our  own  forces  of  the  left  wing.  For  this 
the  New  Bridge  was  restored  and  the  road  practicable  at  8.15  Sunday 
morning. 

1  am,  very  tespectMl^ ,  yont  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BAENAED, 
Brigadier- General,  t&c. 

p.  s. I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  soon  after  the  above-named  hour 

I  was  at  the  New  Bridge,  and  anxious  to  ascertain  how  practicable 
the  road  was,  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant  Babcock,  with  a  small  party, 
to  examine.    He  advanced  until  he  was  fired  upon  and  one  of  his  men 
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shot.  He  reported  that  as  far  as  lie  went  the  road  was  in  a  similar  con- 
dition to  this  side,  viz,  hard  and  practicable  but  with  sluices  across  it 
of  from  one  to  two  feet  deep. 

J.  G.  B. 

[Inelosore.] 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  June  2, 1862. 
General  E.  B.  Maeoy, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Colonel  Alexander,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  shown  me  this 
morning  a  letter  from  yourself  directing  him  to  take  charge  of  all  the 
bridges  over  the  Chickahominy  and  to  push  on  their  construction, 
&c.*  This  information  was  received  by  me  eighteen  hours  after  one 
of  the  two  trestle  bridges  intrusted  to  me  had  been  finished,  and 
some  four  hours  after  the  other  had  been  finished,  both  by  troops 
belonging  to  the  Engineer  Brigade.  General  Barnard,  having  general 
charge  of  the  engineering  of  this  army,  had  necessarily  charge  of  these 
bridges  and  had  paid  great  attention  to  their  sites  and  to  everything 
pertaining  to  them.  Still  he  is  not  alone  affected  by  this  order.  I  feel 
that  my  own  operations  with  the  troops  under  my  command  are  the 
real  cause  of  this  order;  that  I  have  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  of 
the  commanding  general.  My  own  reputation  as  an  engineer  and  a 
soldier  seems  to  be  touched,  and  I  feel  it  keenly.  I  would  much  rather 
lose  my  life  in  battle  than  suffer  justly  in  reputation.  I  do  not  feel 
that  I  deserve  in  any  degree  this  slur.  I  respectfully  submit  a  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances,  premising,  first,  that  I  shall  cheerfully  obey 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  however  disagreeable;  second, 
that  I  cannot  be  justly  held  responsible  for  not  knowing  the  day  before 
yesterday  what  nobody  in  this  army  then  knew,  viz,  that  the  insignifi- 
cant stream  before  us  was  about  to  become  a  formidable  river;  third,  I 
am  not  responsible  for  any  want  of  experience  or  skill  in  pontoon  or 
trestle  bridge  making  in  the  troops  under  my  command,  because  it  has 
never  been  in  my  power  to  drill  them.  The  materials  were  packed  up 
for  transportation  when  I  assumed  command;  fourth,  I  am  not  resj)on- 
sible  for  the  absence  of  bridge  material  and  of  transportation.  I  have 
tried  constantly  but  in  vain  to  obtain  teams  sufficient  to  bring  up  pon- 
toon trains  from  the  Pamunkey.  On  the  28th  ultimo  I  was  directed  by 
you  to  return  to  White  House  Point  the  male  teams  belonging  to  a 
trestle  train  under  my  charge.  I  did  so,  retaining  six  as  indispensable 
to  the  execution  of  i>revious  orders.  When  the  emergency  arose,  I  had 
only  these  six  teams;  fifth,  I  have  not  much  confidence  in  our  trestle 
bridges.  The  caps  particularly  are  liable  to  break.  The  sun  cracks 
them,  handling  injures  them,  and  they  are  too  delicate  and  re(iuire  too 
much  care.    1  say  this  in  view  of  the  future. 

At  1.30  p.  m.,  when  the  battle  began  over  the  river,  I  was  in  the 
woods  two  miles  below  New  Bridge  at  work  on  a  bridge,  or  setof  bridges, 
over  the  Chickahominy.  I  comprehended  in  an  instant  the  full  import 
of  the  attack  and  hastened  back  to  prepare  for  bridges.  The  six  teams 
lelt  to  me  I  caused  to  be  harnessed  up  and  added  to  them  as  many 
teams  as  I  could  raise  in  my  brigade.  At  the  same  time  I  directed  the 
bridge  builders  to  hold  tliemselves  in  readiness.  I  afterward  received 
your  orders  to  make  such  preparations.  About  10  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  the  31st  ultimo  I  received  from  you  orders  to  commence  bridges 
immwliately.  The  niglit  was  very  dark,  and  I  urged  upon  you  the 
expediency  of  waiting  till  daybreak.     Gi  neral   liarnard,  who  had  seen 

'SeB.lmie  1,  ))•  6'18. 
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the  ground,  also  urged  tLis  delay.  Orders  are  subject  to  conditions, 
and  I  ought  not  to  have  taken  this  one  literally.  This  is  the  only  fault 
I  can  charge  myself  with  in  this  whole  matter.  Captain  Spauldiug, 
Fiftieth  Itegiment  New  York  Volunteers  succeeded  in  finishing  his 
bridge  about  noon  yesterday.  One  of  the  caps  broke  during  the  con- 
struction. Captain  Brainerd,  of  tlie  si^ame  regiment,  had  charge  of  the 
lower  bridge.  His  men  worked  hard,  but  to  no  ])urpose.  Ho  had  selected 
the  exact  site  the  night  before  with  great  judgment  under  then  existing 
circumstances.  But  an  island,  on  which  he  had  counted  as  saving 
bridge  material,  was  covered  with  two  feet  of  water  in  the  morning. 
Some  delay  ensued  in  changing  the  direction  of  the  bridge,  owing  to 
the  well-meant  but  unfortunate  interference  of  ofiicers  of  rank.  Col- 
onel Lansing,  according  to  Captain  Ketchum's  report,  delayed  the  work 
several  hours.  An  accident  happened  in  making  tlie  new  bridge.  A 
fresh  start  was  made  at  C  p.  m.  yesterday.  Seven  pontoons  were  obtained 
from  Captain  Duane,  and  the  bridge  was  completed  at  2  this  morning. 
This  bridge  is  over  300  feet  long  and  has  every  appearance  of  being  an 
excellent  bridge.  Numerous  trees  had  to  be  cut  along  the  route.  The 
current  was  so  strong  that  two  men  could  barely  pull  a  i)outoon  boat 
by  a  rojie  against  the  current.  No  fault  can  be  found  with  the  officers 
and  the  men  of  the  Engineer  Brigade.  I  have  never  seen  officers  work 
with  more  zeal  or  men  work  harder  than  they  have  during  the  past  two 
days.  Only  by  more  familiarity  with  the  drill  could  they  have  had 
more  experience  available  for  the  recent  emergency.  I  inclose  copies 
of  the  reports  of  Captains  Spaulding,  Brainerd,  and  Ketchum.  I  will 
add  that  I  have  considered  myself  exclusively  responsible  for  the 
approaches  to  our  bridges,  either  on  this  side  or  the  other. 
liespectfuUy, 

D.  P.  WOODBURY, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

[11-]  

Headquaeteks  Second  Corps  r'AEMiiE, 

June  2,  1802—6.30  a.  m. 
General  R.  B.  Marct  : 

There  are  no  indications  thus  far  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and 
from  information  which  I  received  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that 

he  has  retreated. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 
[11.J 


Headqxjarters  Third  Corps, 

Savage's,  June  2,  1862 — 6  a.  m. 

General  R.  B.  Maecy, 

Headquarters : 
An  ofBcer  went  out  at  daylight;  has  just  returned.    The  enemy  has 
fallen  back  from  our  front,  where  they  were  in  strong  force  last  evening 
with  artillery  and  infantry.    They  retreated  on  the  Williamsburg  road. 
Our  pickets  are  half  a  mile  beyond  General  Casey's  old  camp. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN. 

[11-]  


"  See  Vol.  XI,  Part  I,  pp.  149-151. 
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Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

Savaf)e''s,  June  2,  1862 — 9  a.  m. 

Col.  A.  Y.  OOLBURN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  : 

The  enemy  appear  to  have  fallen  back.  Yesterday  afternoon  we 
reoccupied  the  ground  Casey's  division  was  driven  from  the  day  before. 
We  are  now  in  possession  of  the  rebel  earth-works,  a  short  distance  iu 
front  of  our  old  position.  The  half  of  (General  Hooker's  division  with 
me,  1  have  pushed  forward  to  support  our  reconnaissance  out  the 
Williamsbiirg  stage  road.  I  have  also  most  all  the  cavalry  I  have 
available  to  aid  him.  At  7.30  a.  ni.  I  telegrai)he(l  to  general  headquar- 
ters that  the  enemy  had  retired.  Many  of  our  wounded  are  still  on  the 
field  of  Saturday,  now  in  our  possession,  and  I  am  collecting  them.  I 
have  this  moment  a  note  from  General  Sickles.  He  says  that  about 
midnight  the  enemy  beat  the  long  rolls;  that  from  that  time  their  camp 
was  noisy,  and  he  heard  a  commanding  officer  order  a  regiment  into 
line.  He  frequently  heard  other  regiments  formed.  At  3  a,  m.  the 
assembly  was  beat  generally  through  their  camps,  and  he  distinctly 
heard  the  start  of  their  artillery,  other  troops,  and  wagons,  and  could 
hear  their  various  orders  as  they  proceeded  to  the  rear,  and  their  voices 
were  lost  in  the  distance.  About  an  hour  after  heard  firing  as  if  the 
enemy  had  met  with  resistance  in  their  march.  Firing  could  be  heard 
for  an  hour,  wheu  it  died  away  iu  the  distance. 

S.  r.  HEINTZELMAN, 

[  11-  J  Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  op  Line, 

June  2,  1802 — 11.45  a.  m. 
General  Marct, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Hooker  reports  that  he  is  two  miles  in  advance  of  Casey's 
camp  and  about  four  miles  from  Eichmond,  with  seven  regiments  of 
infantry  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry  (Gregg's  Eighth  Pennsylvauia); 
the  rebel  pickets  fell  back  as  he  advanced.  He  has  seen  iio  large  body 
of  the  enemy.  The  roads  are  impassable  for  the  artillery.  What  order 
shall  I  give  General  Hooker  for  to-night?  He  is  advaucing  with  great 
caution. 

S.  ]'.  HEINTZELMAN, 
[11-  ]  Brigadier-  General, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Cami)  near  Neio  Bridge,  June  2, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  G.  Cooke,  ' 

Commanding  Regular  Cavalry: 
General:  It  is  just  reported  to  these  headquarters  that  there  is  a 
rebel  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Pamunkey,  in  King  Williani 
County,  which  proposes  to  attempt  the  crossing  of  the  river  at  Doctor 
Wormley's  Ferry,  at  the  Pipingtree,  or  at  New  Castle,  to  cut  off  our 
wagons  and  trains.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a 
squadron  of  cavalry,  armed  with  carbines,  and  two  squadrons  of  Eush's 
Lancers,  iu  that  direction,  to  visit  the  three  places,  collect  all  possible 
information  concerning  this  force,  and  destroy  all  means  of  crossiuc 
that  can  be  found,  and  to  arrest  Doctor  Worniley  and  turn  him  over  to 
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the  provost-marshal- general,  Doctor  Wormley  being  said  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  operations.  The  oHicer  in  commaod  on  his  return  will 
make  a  prompt  report.  The  accompanying  map*  will  indicate  two  of 
the  places  to  be  examined.  I  am  unable  to  define  the  precise  locality 
of  Doctor  Wormley's  Ferry,  but  it  can  doubtless  readily  be  ascertained 
from  some  inhabitant  of  the  neighborhood. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
[11.] 


Caiwp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  3, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  note,  that  the  pontoon 
bridge  at  New  Bridge  was  ready  for  artillery  at  8.15  a.  m.  Sunday,  June 
1, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers 

[11.]  

Second  Corps  d'ArmiSe, 

June  3, 186 Z. 
General  Marcy: 

I  am  attacked,  but  as  yet  I  cannot  tell  by  what. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[11.]  

Headquarters  Second  Corps  d'Arm^e, 

June  3,  1863. 

General  R.  B.  Marcy  : 

The  enemy  appears  to  be  in  some  force  opposite  your  new  bridge.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be  well  for  General 
Porter  to  send  over  the  river  a  sufdcient  force  to  cause  a  party  to  make 
the  causeway  on  this  side.  The  enemy  are  mnking  no  further  demon- 
strations on  my  front.  I  have  Hooker's  division  holding  the  advanced 
earth- works  abandoned  by  General  Casey,  with  his  right  resting  on  the 
railroad     I  have  ordered  a  regiment  of  horse  from  the  rear  to  the  front. 

•  E.  V.  SUMNEK, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[11.]  

Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

Savage's,  June  3,  1862. 

General  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Headquarters : 
General  :  The  condition  of  Casey's  old  camp  is  such  from  the  large 
number  of  dead  horses  lying  around  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  troops 
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to  occupy  it  or  its  immediate  vicinity.  I  propose  to  have  General 
Hooker's  division,  the  portion  that  is  in  advance,  occupy  the  fields  in 
front  of  the  lines  we  occupied  on  Sunday.  Our  pickets,  with  a  suffi- 
cient support,  can  remain  iu  front  of  this  line  (Casey's).  No  troops, 
rebel  or  ours,  can  occupy  the  space  of  nearly  a  mile  from  Casey's  por- 
tion toward  the  rear.  The  swamp  in  front,  but  in  rear  of  our  pickets, 
is  filled  with  abandoned  rebel  wagons  with  provisions.  General  Hooker 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  is  out  in  force  in  our  immediate  front. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
[11.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special,  Orders,  i  Hdqes.  Fifth  Prov.  Army  Corps, 

No.  15.  \  Gamp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  3,  1862. 

II.  First  Michigan  Regiment,  Colonel  Robinson  commanding,  is 
assigned  to  Martiudale's  brigade.  On  its  arrival  the  Berdan  Sharp- 
shooters will  be  relieved  from  duty  with  the  brigade,  and  Colonel  Ber- 
dan will  report  for  orders  to  the  division  commander. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Harper's  Ferrt,  June  3, 1863 — 5  p.  m, 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
A  gentleman  just  from  Winchester  informs  me  that  that  city  is  occu- 
pied by  a  large  force  of  our  troops.  He  met  General  Sigel's  advance 
within  five  miles  of  there.  I  sent  up  a  company  of  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infan- 
try on  a  train  of  cars  on  the  raih'oad  to-day.  He  saw  the  train  seven- 
teen miles  from  here.  He  only  went  to  Winchester  this  morning.  Staid 
there  only  an  hour.  Is  very  deaf.  Heard  nothing  about  a  battle.  Citi- 
zens all  frightened.  He  got  frightened  and  left.  If  authority  is  given 
relieving  me  of  General  Sigel's  order,  I  could  reoccupy  the  Winchester 
Railroad.  One  company  of  infantry  I  sent  to-day  to  guard  workmen  at 
Opequon  bridge. 

D.  S.  MILES, 
[11.]  Colonel  Second  Infantry. 

Engineer  Camp, 
Near  Neiv  Bridge,  June  4,  1862. 
General  J  G.  Barnard  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  amount  of  work 
done  yesterday  under  my  direction :  Some  alterations  were  made  in 
the  pontoon  bridge  on  the  site  of  New  Bridge,  some  additional  pon- 
toons were  placed  in"  the  pontoon  bridge  just  above  New  Bridge,  and 
a  part  of  a  causeway  was  laid,  connecting  the  ends  of  this  bridge 
with  the  main  road.  This  bridge  is  now  practicable  for  infantry.  When 
the  causeway  is  finished,  it  may  be  used  for  artillery  in  case  the  other 
bridge  should  be  disabled. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
[11.1  Captain  of  Enaineers. 
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Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

Courtney's  House,  June  4,  1862. 
General  McOlellan: 

Sir  :  Will  you  please  do  me  the  justice  to  have  your  dispatch  about 
the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  published  as  it  was  written?* 

E.  V.  SUMNEE, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Army. 


Headqttaeters  Fourth  Corps, 

June  4,  1862—11.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  scouting  party  sent  out  this  morning  iu  accordance  with  your 
orders  has  returned.  The  ofl&cer  reports  the  White  Oak  Swamp  impass- 
able at  the  Three  Forks.  No  signs  of  an  enemy  were  found,  and  the 
country  on  this  side  the  swamp  is  next  to  impassable.  Cavalry  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  keep  me  informed  as  to  the  condition  of  my  lines. 
Bepeat  to  General  Sumner. 

B,  D.  KEYES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Corps. 
[11.] 


Camden  Station,  Baltimore,  June  4,  1862. 

(Received  8.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Mr,  Smith,  now  at  Harper's  Ferry,  reports  that  the  train  sent  upon 
the  Winchester  road  has  returned  with  the  information  that  the  bridges 
over  Opequon  and  other  creeks  on  that  line  have  been  burned  and  will 
require  entire  rcDcwal.  Our  advices  are  of  extraordinary  rains  in  the 
Alleghany  and  Blue  Ridge  regions,  with  rapid  and  threatening  rise  in 
Potomac,  Shenandoah,  and  their  tributaries.  Our  officers  and  men  in 
large  force  are  stationed  at  all  important  points,  especially  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  bridges  and  road. 

J.  W.  GAERETT, 

President, 

[12.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  4, 1862 — 9.25  p.  m. 

John  W.  Garrett,  Esq., 

Baltimore : 
Colonel  Miles  telegraphs  that  the  Harper's  Ferry  bridge  is  in  great 
danger  from  the  freshet.    Do  you  know  it? 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[12.] 

*  See  McClellan  to  Stanton,  June  5,  10.30  a.  m.,  Vol.  XI,  Part  I,  p.  751. 
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Camden  Station,  Baltimore,  June  4,  1862 — 10 AO  p.  m. 

(Received  11.50  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  Lave  your  dispatcli  regarding  Harper's  Ferry  bridge.  We  have 
been  aware  of  the  danger,  and  I  sent  you  a  dispatch  embracing  this 
information,  which  should  have  reached  you  two  hours  since.  Our 
master  of  road  with  a  large  force  has  been  on  duty  at  that  point  since 
the  rise  in  the  upper  river  indicated  danger.  Every  possible  effort  is 
being  made  to  save  this  important  structure.  All  our  bridges  from 
Piedmont  east  are  in  peril,  as  the  volume  of  water  is  almost  unprece- 
dented, but  competent  men  are  in  charge  at  each  bridge,  making  every 
practicable  effort  for  their  preservation. 

,T.  W.  GAERETT, 

[12.1  President. 


Headqxtaeters  Akmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Netv  Bridge,  June  :',,  1SG2—9.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Telegram  received.*    Will  be  glad  to  have  the  first  five  raw  regi- 
ments ordered  to  Eort  Monroe,  where  I  send  orders  for  their  distribu- 
tion.   Shall  be  glad  to  have  whatever  you  can  give  me.    Nothing  new 
this  evening.    Enemy  still  in  strong  force  in  front  of  my  right. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11.]  Major- General. 


Headquaetees  Third  Ookps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  5, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Baenaed, 

Chief  Engineer : 

General:  I  got  a  force  of  250  men  at  work  this  morning;  found 
some  tools  thrown  about  here  on  the  railroad,  consigned  to  no  one,  and 
had  them  sent  up.  Tools  might  be  sent  here  to  our  quartermaster,  he  to 
report  arrival  to  me,  or  some  other  engineer  officer,  if  sent  to  Fair  Oaks. 
I  was  just  writing  a  request  to  General  Sumner  to  furnish  details  for 
the  positiou  at  the  railroad  when  your  note  came.  I  went  to  the  left 
and  front  from  Hooker's  defenses  today,  on  a  road  terminating  at  a 
large  clearing  in  that  direction,  with  a  view  to  reconnoiter  that  clearing. 
I  was  not  aware  that  our  i)ickets  had  been  withdrawn.  I  aroused  four 
or  five  rebels  just  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  who  delivered  a  volley  at 
200  paces,  shooting  down  my  horse;  I  got  to  the  rear  on  foot,  crossing 
a  swamp  without  "harm.  The  opening  will  have  to  be  reconnoitered 
from  a  point  farther  to  the  rear.  I  subsequently  climbed  a  tree  in  the 
large  wheat-field  extending  off  to  the  left  and  front  of  Hooker's.  Imme- 
diately in  front  was  a  forest  three  quarters  of  a  mile  across,  then  an 
opening  extending  on  a  mile  or  more  and  then  pretty  tall  pine  trees, 
over  the  tops  of  which  I  saw  Richmond  with  great  distinctness,  and  to 
the  left  of  the  pines,  at  a  point  about  two  miles  down  the  James  River. 
The  pines  shut  out  everything  intervening  between  them  and  Rich- 
mond, which  is  on  high  ground.     I  consequently  saw  nothing  of  the 

*  See  8.30  p.  m.,  Vol.  XI,  Part  I,  p.  46^ 
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enemy\s  force  or  works.    In  the  opeu  space  mentioned  were  horsemen 
riding  about.    I  saw  no  infantry  at  all,  which  is  doubtless  in  the  woods. 
Will  telegraph  to  General  Marcy  and  write  you  at  8  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  D.  McALBSTEE, 
[li-l  Captain  of  Engineers. 

Headquarters  Army  oi''  the  Potomac, 

June  5,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Uix, 

Fort  Monroe : 

The  commanding-general  directs  that  three  of  the  four  regiments  now 
st.ationed  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  be  ordered  to  join  at  these  liead- 
quai'ters  via  the  White  House  with  all  possible  dispatch.  These  regi- 
ments will  be  replaced  by  Ave  new  regiments,  wliich  the  general  is 
advised  by  the  Secretary  of  War  will  be  sent  forthwith  to  Fort  Mon- 
roe, one  leaving  Baltimore  to-morrow.  Of  these  new  regiments,  the 
general  desires  that  one  shall  take  post  at  Fort  Monroe  or  Camj)  Ham- 
ilton, and  four  at  Suffolk,  thus  affording  garrisons  independent  of  cav- 
alry and  artillery  as  follows:  Two  regiments  at  Fort  Monroe,  one 
legiment  at  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  and  six  regiments  at  Suffolk, 
(lieneral  A'an  Vliet  will  be  instracted  to  provide  the  necessary  transpor- 
tation. Please  report  as  soon  as  practicable  the  regiments  selected  by 
you  to  come  here,  with  the  names  of  their  commanders, 

S.  WILLIAMS. 

[ll.J 


Cumberland,  Jnne  5,  1862. 

(Received  8.45  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  bridges  are  all  safe  west  of  this  place,  both  on  the  main  stem 
and  Piirkersbnrg  branch,  and  the  road  in  good  order.  The  high  water 
yesterday  carried  out  the  trestling  of  the  bridges  at  Big  and  Little 
Gacapon,  and  three  si)a!is  of  the  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Little  Oaca- 
pon  is  nearly  repaired,  and  Big  Cacapon  will  be  ready  in  twenty-four 
hours.    Trains  will  then  be  run  as  far  east  as  Martinsburg. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
r  12. 1  Brigadier-  Oeneral. 

Harper's  Ferry,  June  5,  I8(i2. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commandiiuj  Ueneral,  Winchester: 
General:  Your  note  received;  telegraph  dispatch  sent  over  to 
office.  The  flood  has  damaged  us  greatly,  swept  the  bridge  entirely 
off,  except  the  west  span,  flooded  our  store-houses,  arsenal  on  the 
island,  and  stables.  Lost  no  property  as  yet.  The  bridges  on  the 
Winchester  railroad  have  also  gone,  but  easily  repaired.  In  three  or 
four  days  this  road  will  be  in  working  order.  1  have  applied  for,  and 
which  ought  to  be  here  to-night,  a  steam  tug,  which  will  answer  our 
purpose  to  pass  stores  over  the  river.  The  bridge  at  Opequon  is  dam- 
a°-ed-  a  few  hours'  work  will  enable  cars  to  run  near  to  Martinsburg. 
■nTL^i.)!. .  i,„+4-.„.-.r  ic  i.r.»>r  „f  tiicit  nlQPfv   .1)1(1  tn-morrow  iiiornin£r  10.000 
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rations  will  be  sent  up  for  Crawford's  brigade.  We  have  plenty  of  sub- 
sistence here;  can  spare  you  50,000  or  60,000  rations.  When  the  roads 
are  sufficiently  in  order  for  the  cars,  they  ought  and  must  be  guarded, 
particularly  the  Winchester  road,  or  it  will  be  torn  up.  This  will 
require  a  regiment,  and  a  good  one.  Had  I  a  choice  iu  the  matter  I 
should  place  on  it  the  Sixtieth  New  York,  headquarters  at  Oharlestown. 
The  principal  citizens  of  that  town  called  on  me  to-day,  and  earnestly 
requested  I  would  station  a  force  there  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they 
were  being  robbed  by  the  stragglers  of  both  armies,  there  being  many 
of  Jackson's  army  still  hanging  round,  deserters.  The  river  is  running 
so  rapid  we  are  unable  to  get  our  mail  across;  so  soon  as  we  do  yours 
will  be  sent  to  you.  I  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  immediately  organize  the  Eailroad  Brigade.  I  have  been 
consulted  as  to  position,  numbers,  &c.  I  have  recommended  that  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  having  its  headquarters  at  Martinsburg,  should 
occupy  the  road  from  DufiBeld's  to  North  Mountain;  a  full  regiment  at 
this  place  and  Halltown ;  a  regiment  from  Oharlestown  to  Winchester, 
Avith  the  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  where  it  is  from  Back  Eiver  to 
South  Branch,  and  eight  companies  of  cavalry  scattered  along  from 
Bath  to  Oharlestown,  This  provides  for  future  contingency.  Had 
this  force  been  here  at  the  time  you  fell  back  from  Strasburg,  you 
might  not  have  been  obliged  to  evacuate  Winchester.  1  also  stated  it 
is  worse  than  useless  to  put  raw  and  undisciplined  troops  on  the  rail- 
road. It  requires  the  best,  for  not  being  situated  to  have  battalion 
drills  they  soon  become  demoralized,  if  not  disciplined  before  being 
brought  on  that  duty.  For  a  week  there  was  hard  work  here  to  keep 
Jackson  out  and  save  it.  During  the  siege  many  desertions  took  place ; 
in  some  instances  otBcers.  Oaptain  Gallett,  with  18  men  and  20  horses, 
was  captured  at  Frederick ;  the  other.  Lieutenant  Bristol,  got  as  far  as 
Washington.  They  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  President, 
with  the  recommendation  of  General  Saxton  that  he  would  drop  them. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  8.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding. 


McClellan's  Headquaeters, 
June  6, 1862—5  p.  m.     (lieceived  6.20  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  : 

Up  to  last  night  we  bad  not  correct  lists  of  casualties.  A  change  of 
700,  for  instance,  was  made  in  a  few  hours  in  the  report  of  one  division. 
I  hope  to  give  you  the  full  information  substantially  correct  in  a  couple 
of  hours  or  less.*  The  messages  you  allude  to  ought  not  to  have  gone 
over  the  wires.    Much  obliged  for  your  message  of  2  p.  m. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11-J  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

,  ,,  Gourtney^s,  June  6, 1862. 

[General  Marcy,  ' 

Chief  of  Staff:] 
No  movement  to-day.    I  am  prepared  to  support  General  Smith  in 
whatever  the  commanding  general  directs  him  to  do.    There  are  fifty 

"See  (lisnatch  of  10  I),  m     Vni    vt   !>„..*  i   _   r-ri 
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men  of  Eichardsou's  division  at  Dispatch  Station;  will  the  general 
please  order  them  to  their  regiment. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

It  is  impossible  to  move  artillery  in  the  present  state  of  the  ground. 

E.  V,  S. 

[11.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Eappahannook, 

Front  Royal,  Fa.,  June  0,  1862. 
Brigadier -General  King: 
(Expected  at  Gatlett's.) 
Telegraph  received  reporting. your  march.     On  your  arrival  at  Gat- 
lett's General  McDowell  directs  that  you  assume  command  of  that 
front,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  authority. 

ED.  SCHEIVEK, 

Chief  of  Staff. 
[12.] 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  B,  C,  June  6, 1862. 
Col.  D.  S.  Miles, 

Sarper^s  Ferry : 
You  will  direct  Lieutenant  Daniels  and  the  sailors  under  him,  together 
[with]  the  small  boat  howitzers  and  the  ammunition  therefor,  to  return 
to  the  Washington  Navy-Yard.  Transportation  will  be  provided  by 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  The  large  guns  and  ammunition  for 
them  you  will  keep. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[12.] 


Harper's  Ferry,  June  6, 1862. 

(Received  12  m.) 
Hon.  Seoretarv  of  War: 

Potomac  and  Shenandoah  falling  slowly. 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry. 

il2.i 


Harper's  Perry,  June  G,  1863. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 
HoTi.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  bridge  at  Opequon  will  be  completed  to-night  and  the  cars  run 
to  Martinsburg  early  to-morrow  morning.  Workmen  to-morrow  will 
commence  repairing  the  railroad  to  Winchester.  Potomac  and  Shenan- 
doah falling  rapidly.    Wire  cable  arrived  this  afternoon. 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel,  Commandin 
[12.] 
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Front  Royal,  June  7, 1862 
Major-General  McDowell, 

Washington,  D.  0.  : 
Following  just  received  from  General  King: 

WaRRENTON,  June  6,  1862. 
My  division  arrived  hero  this  afternoon.  We  found  no  troop.s  nor  traces  of  any.  I 
am  aBsured  that  there  have  been  none  hut  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy  in  this 
region  for  some  weeks.  The  town  is  perfectly  quiet.  We  have  means  of  carrying 
from  five  to  six  days'  rations  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  baggage  of  the  division.  I 
have  left  one  regiment  at  Gainesville  to  guard  forage,  subsistence,  and  cattle,  it 
being  the  most  convenient  point  from  which  to  draw  supplies. 

I  sent  you  by  telegraph  last  night  correspondence  between  General 
Ord  and  myself.    Everything  quiet  here  except  the  aforesaid  general. 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 


112.1 


Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Front  Royal,  June  7,  1862. 
Major-General  McDowell, 

Washington : 
General  Eicketts  informed  me  (8  p.  m.)  that  lie  was  advised  verbally 
by  Major-General  Ord's  aide  that  he  (General  Ord)  had  gone  to  Wash- 
ington this  evening;  leaves  General  Ricketts  in  command.     I  think  it 
right  to  inform  you  of  it. 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
[12.1 


GuMBBKLAND,  June  7,  1862 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 
The  following  dispatch  just  received: 

Petershurg,  June  7,  1862. 
General  Kelley: 

I  have  just  received  the  following,  viz: 

"  Camp  Lookout,  Kaar  Petersburg,  Jane  7,  1862—7  p.  m. 
"Officer  Commanding  Post  at  Pf.tf.rsburg : 

"  Sir  :  Yon  are  hereby  commanded  to  surrender  the  post  with  all  camp  equipage, 
arms,  stores,  &c.,  otherwise  I  will  be  compelled  to  shell  the  encampment. 
"Respectfully, 

"JUS.  R.  SCOTT, 
"Colonel,  Commanding  Mountain  Bivision,  Partisan  Rangers." 
What  shall  we  do? 

C.  W.  SHEARER, 

Commanding  Post. 

Have  ordered  Captiiiu  Shearer  to  defend  liimself  at  all  hazards. 
Ordered  the  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  to  move  at  once  from  Mooretield  to  the 
support  of  Petersburg.  I  have  no  troops  here  that  can  be  spared  from 
the  railroad  to  send  to  Petersburg.  Can  you  send  me  two  regiments 
and  a  battery  from  Washington  or  Baltimore?  Trains  will  run  down 
to  Harper's  Ferry  to  morrow. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigailibr-  General. 
[12.) 


Chap.  LXIII.]  COKPvESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  6G3 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Cain^  near  New  Bridge,  June  8,  1862 — 0  p.  m. 

Hon.   ED'WIN   M.   iSTANTON, 

iSccretary  of  War : 

Notliiiig  of  special  interest  today,  except  that  it  lias  passed  without 
rain.  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  1  have  the  best  possible  authority 
for  stating  that  our  wounded  and  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
are  as  well  treated  as  their  means  permit.  The  clothing  sent  some 
time  since  via  Fort  Monroe  was  carefully  issued  to  our  men.  There  is 
•suffering  among  them  for  hospital  stores.  I  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
authority  to  supply  our  men  in  their  hands.  If  not  objectionable,  I 
think  1  can  arrange  a  cartel  without  committing  the  Government.  Tou 
will  remember  what  was  said  about  the  subject  in  Washington. 

G.  B,  McCLELLAN, 

Major- Oenerah 

1 11. 1 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

June  8,  1862—7.45  p.  m. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard  : 

The  detail  ordered  from  General  Hooker  for  8  a.  m.  did  not  report 
till  11.  Your  telegram  just  received.  I  to-day  got  all  the  information 
that  was  to  be  obtained  from  the  reconnaissances  of  yesterday  concern- 
ing the  left  of  this  position  and  also  from  General  Peck,  who  occupied 
that  ground  before  the  battle,  and  does  now  in  part.  The  supposed 
great  clearing  indicated  on  the  maps  and  by  information  here  before,  is 
a  mistake.  There  are  several  small  detached  clearings.  The  swamp 
in  front  of  Hooker  connects  with  White  Oak  Swamp.  The  roads 
through  these  swamps  to  the  left  and  iront  were  all  to-day  obstructed. 
Peck  to  day  connects  his  pickets  with  those  of  Casey  along  White  Oak 
Swamp,  I  could  not  see  General  Hooker  today,  but  understood  he 
had  a  reconnaissance  looking  to  the  better  posting  of  his  pickets. 
Will  ascertain  bis  decision  to-night  and  let  you  know.  General  Heint- 
zelmau  says  he  now  feels  perfectly  secure  as  to  the  safety  of  his  left 
Hank.  Progress  in  field-works  slow,  in  consequence  of  daily  alarms. 
^  M,  D.  MoALESTEE, 

Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 

111.1 


Headhuarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  S,  1862. 


-'> 


Major-General  Dix, 

Commandintj  Fortress  Monroe: 
The  commanding  general  designed,  in  his  dispatch  of  June  5,  to  give 
you  five  new  regiments  in  lieu  of  the  three  older  regiments  drawn  trom 
you  This  because  he  did  not  want  to  reduce  your  effective  force  too 
much.  Can  you  spare  Colonel  Pardella's  regiment'?  If  so,  the  general 
would  be  very  s^lad  to  have  it.  Every  man  that  can  be  spared  else- 
where indeed  is  needed  here  just  now.    Please  answer. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[ll.J 
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Port  Eoyal,  June  8, 1862. 
General  McDowell, 

Washington,  D.  G. : 
Telegram  about  transportation  of  infantry  of  Eicketts'  division  to 
Catlett's  by  rail  received.  It  will  doubtless  be  done.  Superintendent 
Devereux  has  advised  me  of  his  attention  to  the  subject.  I  congratu- 
late you  on  the  rectification  of  affairs.  I  sent  you  a  synopsis  of 
Shields'  report.*  I  have  replied  to  it  and  send  a  duplicate  of  your 
orders  by  his  return  messenger  to-morrow.  All  quiet.  The  headquar- 
ters encamped  near  Piedmont  to-night;  start  at  6  a.  m,  to-morrow. 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Front  Eotal,  June  8,  1862. 
General  Eioketts: 

I  am  ordered  to  put  you  in  command  of  a  division  recently  com- 
manded by  Major-General  Ord,  who  has  been  relieved.  The  infantry 
and  two  brigades  ordered  to  march  to  Warrenton  are  to  be  conveyed 
to  Catlett's  by  rail,  if  they  can  get  three  days'  rations  cooked.  One  for 
use  between  Catlett's  and  the  other  two  for  the  march  to  Fredericks- 
burg, it  is  presumed.  The  artillery,  cavalry,  and  train,  and  a  small 
infantry  guard,  will  go  to  Catlett's  by  the  best  ordinary  road.  Please 
to  order  Duryea's  brigade  to  follow  the  others  as  soon  as  General 
Banks  sends  troops  to  relieve  it.    Please  see  me  to-morrow. 

E.  SOHEIVER, 

[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Front  Eotal,  June  8,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Eicketts, 

Commanding  Ordls  Division: 

Special  orders  directing  Ilartsuflf's  and  Duryea's  brigades  to  march 
to  Warrenton  are  hereby  countermanded,  and  yours  and  Hartsuff's 
brigades  are  to  go  instead.  The  artillery,  except  the  section  moved 
with  Colonel  Christian,  and  the  cavalry,  except  a  squadron,  will  accom- 
pany the  two  brigades.  You  will  please  notify  General  Duryea  of  this 
change,  and  give  him  the  necessary  orders  for  his  government.  The 
ammunition  here  for  your  division  accompany  it  in  wagons,  which  you 
can  get  on  application  to  the  depot  quartermaster.  General  McDowell 
having  ordered  the  removal  of  sick  and  prisoners  to  Washington,  you 
will  please  give  orders  to  General  Duryea  to  furnish  the  requisite 
guard  for  the  latter. 

E    SCHEIVEE, 

[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Alexandria,  June  8,  1862. 
Capt.  J.  D.  W.  Cutting,  Aide-de-Camp : 

Bull  Run  bridge  will  be  completed  and  track  laid  thereon  at  12 
o'clock  noon  to-day.  First  through  train  for  Front  Eoyal  now  leaving 
Alexandria.  Will  have  trains  daily  to  Front  Eoyal,  and  in  a  few  days 
will  run  on  regular  schedule. 

J.  H.  DEVEEEUX. 
[12-] 

'  For  full  report,  see  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  358.     Synopsis  omitted. 
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Wae  Department, 
June  8, 1862—11,11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley, 

Cumberland,  Md. : 
One  regiment  has  been  ordered  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  Cumber- 
land immediately.    I  will  endeavor  to  send  you  one  from  Baltimore 
with  some  artillery  to-day  or  to-morrow.    Your  order  to  Shearer  is 
approved. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 

Habper's  Perry,  June  8, 1862. 

(Eeceived  4.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

A  Miss  Anna  Taylor,  of  Berryville,  called  a  short  time  since  on  busi- 
ness. In  the  course  of  conversation  she  informed  me  that  Generals 
Longstreet  and  E.  Kirby  Smith,  with  their  divisions,  had  formed  a 
junction  with  Jackson  at  Strasburg,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  Jack- 
son to  advance  on  our  troops  in  the  Yalley  of  the  Shenandoah  imme- 
diately ;  that  a  sharp  engagement  took  place  yesterday  below  Front 
Koyal,  and  that  our  troops  had  to  fall  back. 

D.  S.  MILES, 

[12.]  Colonel  Second  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Eailboad  Brigade, 

June  8,  [1862.] 
Maj.  E.  M.  COPELAND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Shenandoah  Department,  Winchester: 
Major  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  Friday  night  the  Secretary  of 
War  ordered  the  sailors  and  marines,  with  the  launch  battery  and 
ammunition,  to  Washington.  There  is  left  here  in  battery  on  Mary- 
land Heights  two  9-inch  Dahlgrens  or  50-pounder  rifle  and  steel  100- 
pounder  with  ammunition.  This  battery  is  in  charge  of  the  Eighth 
New  York  Cavalry.  I  regret  to  report  this  regiment  is  in  a  disorgan- 
ized and  mutinous  condition  and  cannot  be  relied  on,  being  dissatis- 
fied at  not  being  mounted  and  being  armed  as  infantry  (at  present). 
I  respectfully  state  again  the  condition  of  my  command  at  this  place  is 
very  unsatisfactory;  companies  made  up  from  regiments,  too,  without 
officers,  it  seems  impossible  to  know  who  belongs  to  my  forces  or  who 
are  stragglers.  I  applied  to  General  Sigel  to  let  me  have  the  First 
District  Eegiment  as  a  garrison,  and  to  order  the  odds  and  ends  of 
regiments  to  the  front.  This  will  increase  his  command  and  add  to 
discipline.  I  have  just  received  his  reply,  dated  yesterday,  which  inti- 
mates that  the  First  District  will  not  be  ordered  back,  and  if  I  want 
re-enforcements  to  apply  to  Washington.  The  road  is  repaired,  and 
cars  are  running  to  Martinsburg.  Workmen  will  commence  to-morrow 
on  the  Winchester  road,  and  will  rapidly  repair  it  to  reach  Winchester, 
but  these  roads  must  be  guarded  or  else  the  tracks  will  be  torn  up.  I 
have  no  troops  here  I  could  send  anywhere  or  for  any  reliable  purpose. 
Martinsburg,  this  place,  Charlestown,  Cameron,  Summit  Point,  and 
Wadesville  must  be  garrisoned  or  your  army  will  have  to  fall  back  by 
having  your  communications  interrupted.    The  Tenth  Maine  is  now  at 
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Martinsburg  and  in  position,  the  majority  of  the  regiment,  and  is  desir- 
ous of  joining  the  Railroad  Brigade.  I  want  the  First  District  Regi- 
ment here,  and  the  Fortietli  New  Yorlt  at  Oharlestown  and  on  to 
Wadesville.  This  arrangement  has  been  proposed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and,  so  far  as  I  could  learu  through  the  ofiQ(;ers  of  the  raikoad, 
meets  with  his  approbation.  Whether  the  Secretary  acts  npon  it  or 
not,  the  major-general  commanding  should  protect  his  rear.  The  citi- 
zens of  Charlestown  and  Summit  Point  are  urging  me  to  occupy  those 
places,  to  keep  off  marauders  of  both  armies.  It  is  reported  there  are 
near  Berryville  about  150  cavalry  stragglers  and  deserters  from  the 
rebel  army.  I  sent,  yesterday.  Cole's  cavalry  to  hunt  them  up ;  he  has 
uot  yet  returned. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry. 
[12.] 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

Courtneyh,  June  9,  1862. 
General  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  have  been  round  the  lines  this  morning.  The  men  look  well,  cheer- 
ful, and  ready.  It  is  rumored  that  the  enemy  is  massing  troops  in  our 
front.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  reliable.  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
commanding  general  could  come  over  to-day,  to  let  me  know  exactly 
his  wishes  under  circumstances  that  may  arise. 

E.  V.  SUMNEE, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

Gourtney^s,  June  9, 186,2 — 5  p.  m. 
General  Marcy: 

Thev  are  shelling  our  troops.     What  does  the  general  wish  done? 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U,  8,  Army. 

[11.1 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

June  9,  1862—7.20  o'clock. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard  : 

The  redoubt  at  Golding's  is  nearly  finished,  two  embrasures  remaiu- 
iug  to  be  cut.  The  slashing  would  have  been  completed,  if  it  had  uot 
been  interrupted  by  the  artillery  firing  of  the  enemy  this  evening.  This 
seems  to  have  begun  on  a  party  making  a  road  for  artillery  into  Gar- 
uett's  clearing  and  it  afterward  swept  all  along  that  part  of  our  picket- 
line  from  Smith's  camp  to  the  Nine-mile  road.  An  hour's  work  will 
now  make  three  good  artillery  roads,  besides  the  Niue-mile  road,  into 
Garnett's  clearing. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 
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Savage's,  June  9, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Baenaud  : 

General  Hooker  replies  that  bis  pickets  today  reached  the  Charles 
City  road  and  found  no  enemy  at  that  point  and  that  he  feels  perfectly 
secure  on  his  left  flank. 

M.  D.  McALESTEK, 

Engineers. 
111.1 


Headquaetbrs  Army  of  'jhe  Potomac, 

June  <),  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Gommandtng  Sixth  Frovisional  Corps: 
Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  picket  guard  at  Meadow 
Bridge  be  instructed  that  hereafter  upon  the  arrival  there  of  a  flag  of 
truce  from  the  enemy  the  bearer  of  the  flag  be  not  allowed  to  pass  within 
our  lines.  Any  communicationa  he  may  have  will  be  promptly  forwarded 
to  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[11.1 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  9, 1862. 

Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe : 
Tour  dispatch  of  this  morning  has  been  received,  I  feel  sincerely 
grateful  to  you  for  the  generous  and  kind  manner  in  which  you  have 
complied  with  my  wishes  in  regard  to  the  strengthening  of  my  forces, 
reduced  as  they  have  been  by  sickness  and  the  casualties  of  service. 
I  feel  that  I  have  reduced  you  to  the  lowest  extremity  and  I  cannot 
consent  to  tax  you  farther.  I  hope  that  the  troops  you  now  have,  with 
those  to  arrive,  will  suffice  for  your  present  necessities. 

G.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
[11.1  

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  Jtine  9,  1862. 

Majior-General  Bxjrnside, 

Fortress  Monroe  : 
Your  telegram  received.*     Please  remain  at  Fortress  Monroe  until  I 
can  communicate  with  the  President  and  have  a.  full  conference  with 
you  and  General  Dix  by  telegram. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  Waf. 

[ll-l 

■  See  5  p.  1.1.,  Vol.  XI,  I'iirt  III,  p. 221. 
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Fkont  Koyal,  June  9,  1862, 
Major-General  McDowell, 

Washington,  1).  G. : 
I  have  received  your  telegram  respecting  the  cipher  telegrams.* 
There  are  required  lor  the  artillery  of  Ricketts'  division  70  horses,  for 
the  cavalry  309  horses.  Lieutenant  Fesseuden  is  in  that  part  of  the 
Maine  battery  now  with  General  Bayard.  The  Rhode  Island  cavalry 
commander  moves  slowly,  and  perhaps  we  may  get  his  report  next  week 
with  luck.  I  shall  send  it  as  soon  as  received.  A  portion  of  troops 
from  General  Banks  arrived  last  night  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
but  that  IS  all  I  can  report  of  them  now. 

E.  SO H RIVER, 
[12.j  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Front  Royal,  June  9, 1862. 

General  RiOKETTS, 

Commanding  Division : 
Major-General  McDowell  directs  all  movements  of  your  division 
ordered  yesterday  to  be  suspended  until  further  instructions. 

E.  80HRIVER, 
[12.]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Front  Royal,  June  9,  1862. 
Greneral  Ricketts: 

It  is  the  direction  of  General  McDowell  that  you  move  your  division 
on  the  Luray  road  to  the  most  defensible  position  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chester  Gap.  If  not  a  bad  position,  it  would  be  better,  the  general 
says,  to  be  beyond  the  gap  so  as  to  keep  open  the  road  from  Warren- 
ton.  The  general  says  let  Major  Houston,  Engineers,  go  with  General 
Ricketts,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  is  not  here.  If  you  direct  it,  I  will 
telegraph  him  to  come  here. 

E.  SOHRIVER, 

[12.]  

Front  Royal,  June  9, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Bayard, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  7th  instant  to  Major 
Breck,t  and  shall  telegraph  its  contents  to  Major-General  McDowell  now 
in  Washington.  You  are  not  to  remain  in  General  Fremont's  depart- 
ment, but,  as  soon  as  possible,  repair  to  this  department.  In  writing 
to  General  Shields  some  time  ago  and  to  General  Fremont,  both  those 
generals'  attention  was  asked  to  your  return.  I  have  not  copies  of  the 
letters  by  me  (the  rest  of  the  staff  being  at  Manassas),  but  I  think  it 
was  directed  that  you  should  join  General  Shields'  command  and  move 
hitherward  with  him.  I  know  you  are  to  return  to  this  department. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  misfortune  of  Wyudham  and  Kane 

•       ED.  SCHRIVER, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

»  See  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  364. 

tSee  Vol.  XII,  Part  I,  p.  676,  and  Vol.  XII.  Part  ITT.  n.  afiR_ 
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Winchester,  June  9, 1862— 10.50  p.  m. 

(Received  9.40  a.  m,  10th.) 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.*  Your  orders  shall  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, and  due  notice  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  our 
movements. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
[l^.J  Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  9, 1862. 
Colonel  Miles, 

Harper^s  Ferry: 

Unless  otherwise  directed  by  General  Banks,  the  Tenth  Maine  will 
be  employed  to  guard  the  railroad  under  your  orders.  Communicate 
this  order  to  General  Banks. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

[12.  J  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

June  10,  1862. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard: 

Nothing  has  been  done  to-day  at  slashings,  as  General  Sumner  thinks 
them  unnecessary,  if  not  injurious.  Smith's  rifle-pits  and  two  epaule- 
ments  for  guns  completed  last  night.  Enemy  shelling  us  again  without 
effect  this  evening. 

C.  B.  COMSTOOK, 
[11.]  Lieutenant  of  Ungineers- 


Headquarters  Eipth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  10, 1862. 
General  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Ghief  of  Staff,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  desire  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  command- 
ing general  the  propriety  of  instructing  the  outpost  guards  to  compel 
to  come  into  our  ranks  all  of  the  enemy  who  approach  our  lines,  as  did 
the  relief  to-day  at  Woodbury's  Bridge;  and  if  they  attempt  to  run 
away  to  fire  upon  them.  The  pretexts  of  procuring  a  paper,  to  give 
our  men  a  (ihew  of  tobacco,  &c.,  are  too  often  made  to  procure  informa- 
tion, and  to-day  it  may  have  been  done  to  ascertain  if  we  could  sud- 
denly re-enforce  Smith  or  attack  their  location.  Several  ofiBcers  were 
in  the  same  vicinity  and  followed  close  on  the  heels  of  the  visitor.  No 
other  information  could  have  been  obtained  than  that  the  water  was 
waist  deep,  a  fact  of  the  highest  importance  to  them.  I  am  informed 
that  the  work  erected  near  James  Garnett's  house  can  be  seen  from  the 
hill  near  Hogan's,  and  was  seen  to  day  by  the  signal  corps.  I  will  have 
the  fact  ascertained  to-morrow  early. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
,  F.  J.  PORTER, 

\i_±.]  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

*  See  Vol.  XII,  Part  I,  p.  542. 
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IlEADQITAltTEES   AllMY    OF   THE   POTOMAO, 

June  10, 1802. 
Bris'.  Gen.  .S.  P.  Retntzelman, 

Comnuuiilbifi  Third  Corpx  : 
SiDce  tlie  battles  of  the  31st  of  May  ;iii(l  June  ]  there  have  been 
assigned  to  your  corps  live  regiiisents,  to  wit:  To  General  Kearny's 
division— the  I'irst  ^'ew  York,  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  and  the  One 
hundred  and  lirst  jS'ow  York;  the  latter  arrived  at  VVliite  House  thi.s 
morning.  To  General  Hooker's  division  have  been  assigned  the  Sec- 
ond l>5ew  York  and  the  Sixteenth  Massuchusetts  Eeginients;  the  latter 
was  to  have  left  Old  Point  this  morning  for  White  House.  With 
regard  to  the  Fii'st  Michigan  Ilegiment  it  lias  already  been  assigned  to 
Martindale's  brigade,  but  an  a'lswer  will  be  given  in  the  morning 
as  to  whether  or  not  it  can  l)e  transferred  to  Hooker's  division. 

S.  WILLIAMS. 

[n.j 


nEADQUAKTEE.S   SlXTU   I'UUVISIONAJ^    AllMY    COKPS, 

Camp  near  Xew   llridijc,  -hme  10^  IHd.'L 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Babnaud, 

Chief  JErujinecr,  Army  of  the  I'otomtic: 

Sill:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Saturday,  the  31st  ultimo,  in  accord- 
ance with  your  instructions,  I  visited  Sumner's  upper  bridge,  gave  the 
benefit  of  my  experience  to  Major  llichardson,  who  commanded  the 
working  party  there,  as  to  the  best  method  of  securing  and  improving 
the  bridge,  and  afterward  examined  the  right  bank  of  the  river  from 
this  bridge  to  the  woods  between  Docjtor  Trent's  and  Mr.  Golding's, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  there  was  a  ford  iu  that  vicinity.  The 
examination  convinced  me  tliat  there  was  no  ford;  certainly  none  in 
the  then  swollen  stage  of  the  river.  As  I  returned  I  met  the  head  of 
General  Sumner's  corps  passing  the  bridge  to  take  j^art  In  the  battle 
then  going  on  near  Fair  Oaks.  The  working  party  had  been  recalled, 
and  1  watched  the  bridge  with  great  anxiety  until  one  brigade  and  a 
battery  of  artillery  had  passed  it  in  safety.  Saturday  night  I  was 
engaged  with  a  party  of  300  men  in  building  several  small  bridges  over 
the  ditches  iu  the  fields  between  us  and  the  Ohickahominy  to  enable  our 
artillery  to  take  up  the  specified  positions  in  order  to  cover  a  passage 
of  the  river  in  case  one  should  become  necessary  on  the  ibllowing 
morning.  Sunday,  the  1st,  I  was  engaged  in  collecting  materials  and 
corduroying  tlie  approaches  to  the  u])per  and  lower  trestle  bridges. 
During  the  day  a  serious  breach  occurred  in  the  causeway  on  this  side 
of  New  Bridge.  Monday,  June  2, 1  repaired  this  breacJi  and  (continued 
the  corduroying  during  the  day  and  night  on  the  other  side  of  the 
upper  and  lower  trestie  bridges.  Tuesday,  June  3,  I  contiimed  the 
work  of  making  the  approaches  on  tiie  otlier  side  to  these  bridges 
and  began  the  ajiproaches  to  connect  the  new  pontoon  bridge  iust  above 
the  site  of  the  New  Bridge  with  the  causeways  loading  to  and  from  the 
pontoon  bridge  at  New  Bridge,  so  as  to  have  the  bridges  for  artillor\ 
at  this  point.  Wednesday,  Juno  4,  we  continued  the  work  in  makin'i- 
the  approaches  to  all  the  bridges,  Lieutenant  lieese  taking  cliarge  o" 
the  work  at  New  Bridge,  Lieutenant  Cross  at  the  lower  bridge,  and 
Lieutenant  Babcock  at  the  upper  bridge.  Thursday,  June' 5,  Friday 
June  6,  Saturday,  June  7,  Sunday,  June  8,  and  Monday,  June  9,  the 
work  continued  in  charge  of  these  otticers,  with  500  men  at  the  upper 
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and  500  at  the  lower  bridge,  aud  250  at  New  Bridge,  with  ten  teams  at 
each.  On  Saturday  I  reconnoitered  the  Cliickahominy  with  General 
Woodbury,  with  a  view  of  selecting  a  site  of  a  more  permanent  bridge 
at  some  point,  so  that  the  approach  on  the  other  side  sliould  be  within 
our  lines.  After  a  thorough  examination  we  agreed  that  the  most 
favorable  place  for  a  bridge  was  at  a  point  some  200  or  300  yards  above 
Sumner's  upper  bridge.  Saturday  night  it  was  resolved  that  this 
bridge  should  be  built,  and  the  necessary  orders  were  given.  General 
Woodbury,  with  detachments  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Fiftieth  [New  York] 
Kegiments,  is  to  build  the  bridge  proper,  and  I  am  to  take  charge  of  the 
aiiproaches.  Sunday,  the  8th,  I  put  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment in  camp  on  this  side  of  the  proposed  bridge,  collected  the  neces- 
sary tools,  and  gave  instructions  for  beginning  the  work  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  1  also  put  the  Third  Vermont  Regiment  into  position 
near  Doctor  Trent's  house  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  gave  them 
instructions  how  to  proceed  with  their  work.  Monday,  June  9,  I  put 
both  regiments  to  work,  and  they  had  made  very  good  progress  wlien 
I  left  them  there  last  evening.  Today  I  have  not  visited  them,  but 
presume  that  they  are  doing  as  well  as  the  very  unfavorable  state  of 
the  weather  and  roads  will  permit. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-dc-Gamp. 

[11-]  

Headqiiaeters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Gamp  on  James  River,  Va.,  June  10,  1862. 
Captain  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division: 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  commanding 
cavalry  division  the  return  of  seven  companies  of  this  brigade  which 
have  been  during  the  day  on  the  road  to  Haxall's.  Theparty  advanced 
to  within  a  short  distance  of  Haxall's,  where  they  found  the  enemy  in 
considerable  force.  Two  prisoners  were  taken,  one  of  them  a  lieuten- 
ant, the  other  a  sergeant,  of  Pate's  battalion  of  Virginia  cavalry.  The 
ofiflcer  in  commaTid  of  ray  party  believes  the  enemy  to  be  in  force 
beyond  aud  near  Haxall's. 
I  am,  &c., 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Colonel  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade. 

[11.] 


i<']{ONT  Royal,  June  10,  1862. 
Major-General  McDovs^ell, 

Washington : 

I  have  your  telegram  about  movement  of  Indiana  cavalry.*  Shall 
give  the  instructions.  The  telegram  for  General  Banks  has  been  sent  to 
him  by  special  messenger.t  Captain  Barstow  and  I  will  leave  to-morrow 
at  11  o'clock  for  Manassas,  as  I  cannot  carry  on  operations  away  from 
the  rest  of  the  staff  records,  and  also  the  duties  of  the  whole  staff, 

»  See  first  dispatcU.  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  367. 
tSee  3.40  p.  m.,  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  3G8. 
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besieged  as  I  am  by  hundreds  of  sick  soldiers,  by  persons  seeking  pro- 
tection for  their  property,  and  answering  innumerable  questions  from 
every  bewildered  soldier,  besides  doing  all  the  writing  and  copying 
myself.  I  have  just  received  a  long  communication  from  General 
Shields  which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  I  can  by  telegraph.*  General 
Duryea's  brigade  is  beginning  to  get  on  the  train  for  Oatlett's.  You 
direct  Kicketts  to  move  his  artillery  and  cavalry  to  Oatlett's  on  the 
arrival  of  Banks'  artillery  and  cavalry  at  Front  Eoyal.  When  is  the 
infantry  to  move? 

ED.  SCHEIVEE, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Front  Eoyal,  June  10, 1862. 
Major-General  McDowell, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  telegrams  for  the  movement  of 

Duryea's  brigade  to  Oatlett's  and  the  transmittal  of  the  two  telegrams 

to  Generals  Shields  and  Fremont  about  the  return  of  Bayard's  cavalry. 

Both  shall  have  immediate  attention.     It  is  raining  hard  and  steadily. 

ED.  SOHEIVEE. 
fl2.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Front  Eo\al,  June  10, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Eicketts, 

Commanding  Division : 
Major-G«neral  McDowell  directs  that  Duryea's  brigade  be  moved 
immediately  to  Oatlett's,  taking  two  days'  rations  and  their  camp  kettles 
with  them  in  the  cars  now  ready  for  the  purpose. 

E.  SCHEIVEE, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Front  Eoyal,  J%ine  10,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Geary, 

Commanding  at  Rectortoion: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  Indiana  cavalry  be 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  General  Shields  at  Luray,  and  that  the 
First  Virginia  Oavalry  now  with  his  command  join  yours  when  relieved 
by  the  Indiana.  Please  send  a  copy  of  this  order  to  General  Shields  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Indiana  cavalry  for  his  information 

ED.  SOHEIVEE, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Second  Oorps, 

Courtney's,  June  11,  1862—lO.lu  a.  m. 
General  Marcy: 

I  have  visited  my  lines  this  morning  and  hnd  them  all  right.  I  have 
ordered  General  Heintzelman  to  take  the  immediate  command  of  Hook- 
er's and  Kearny's  positions.  Is  the  commanding  general  coming  over 
to-day?    I  wish  to  show  him  how  I  have  placed  the  troops. 

T,  .     ..  ^-  ^-  SUMNEE, 

[ll-J         Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Second  Corps, 
_,  ,   ^    ^    _  'J^unc  11,  1802—8  p.  m. 

General  J.  G.  Barnard: 

This  afternoon  I  saw  rifle-pit  from  the  front  of  Smith's  pickets,  but 
could  not  see  any  part  of  it  near  Old  Tiiveru.  Smith  will  put  500  men 
on  approach  to  Duane's  new  bridge  to-morrow  morning.  Signal  officers 
report  two  brigades  moving  toward  Old  Tavern  from  the  right  to-night. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

[11']  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

FoET  Monroe,  June  11, 1863. 

(Eeceived  3.30  o'clock.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I  leave  for  Washington,  and  will  be  at  your  office  early  to-morrow 
morning. 

[9  and  11.]  A.  E.  BUENSIDE. 


Front  Eoyal,  June  11,  1863. 

(Keceived  2.25  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Permit  me  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  to  request  to  be  transferred 
from  the  Department  of  the  I'appahannock,  or  to  be  relieved  from  my 
command.  I  have  done  and  will  do  my  whole  duty  faithi'ully;  but  I 
am  completely  robbed  of  confidence,  elasticity,  and  hope.  My  coin 
mand  is  dispirited  and  dejected.  A  few  days  ago  I  got  from  General 
McDowell  permission  to  go  to  Strasburg,  where  we  could  hear  firing. 
My  men  had  been  several  days  without  meat,  living  on  hard  bread  and 
cofltee,  and  had  that  morning  just  received  and  were  cooking  some  beei. 
In  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  the  order  was  given  they  were  march- 
ing with  light  hearts  and  empty  bellies,  having  left  their  half-cooked 
meat  without  a  murmur  or  thought.  After  marching  a  few  hours  in 
the  broiling  sun  an  order  came  to  halt,  encamp,  and  await  further 
orders.  Two  days  afterward  we  came  back  with  heavy  hearts  and 
steps.  This  is  only  a  specimen  disappohitment.  There  seems  an  incu 
bus  upon  the  spirits  of  all.  Do,  for  God's  sake,  give  me  something  to 
do,  and  away  from  this  command,  where  we  only  march  up  the  hill  and 
then  march  down  again.  I  repeat,  I  will  do  my  whole  duty  most  faith- 
fully and  conscientiously  wherever  I  am  placed  or  left.  Let  me  suggest 
a  transfer  to  General  Banks,  since  we  are  here. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you,  with  the  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  L,  HAKTSUFF, 

[12.]  Brigadier  General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

New  Bridge,  June  13,  1862 — A'  a.  m. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Another  good  day.    All  quiet  this  morning.     I  move  headquarters 
to-day  across  the  river. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAlST, 
[11.]  Major- General. 
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Wab  Department, 
Washington  City,  X>.  C,  June  12,  1862. 
Major-Geiieral  Fremont  : 

Accounts  wbich  we  do  not  credit  represent  that  Jackson  is  largely 
re  enforced  and  is  turning  upon  you.  Stand  well  on  your  guard;  get 
your  forces  well  in  baud,  and  keep  us  well  and  frequently  advised,  and 
if  you  find  yourself  really  pressed  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
fall  back  cautiously  toward  or  to  Winchester,  according  to  circum- 
stances, and  we  will  in  due  time  have  General  Banks  in  position  to 
sustain  you.  Do  not  fall  back  of  Harrisonburg  unless  upon  tolerably 
clear  necessity.  We  understand  Jackson  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Shenandoah  from  you,  and  hence  cannot  in  any  event  press  you  into 
any  necessity  of  a  precipitate  withdrawal. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

P.  S. — Yours  preferring  Mount  Jackson  to  Harrisonburg  is  just 
received.  On  this  point  use  your  discretion,  remembering  that  our 
object  is  to  give  such  protection  as  you  can  to  Western  Virginia.  Many 
thanks  to  yourself,  officers,  and  men  for  tlie  gallant  battle  of  last 
Sunday, 

[12.]  A.  L. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  179.  \  Gamp  Lincoln,  Va,,  June  13,  1862. 

8.  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  59,  of  the  5th  instant, 
from  the  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Brig.  Gen.  L.  P. 
Graham  is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  Annapolis  and  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen. 
John  E.  Wool.  Gapt.  Gustavus  Urban,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
will  accompany  General  Graham. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11-]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headqiiaetees  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

June  13,  1862—5  p.  m. 
General  A.  E.  Bltinside, 

Fort  Monroe: 

Whether  we  have  a  fight  to-day  or  to-morrow  will  depend  entirely 
on  the  enemy.    I  shall  not  attack  so  soon,  probably. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11- J  Major-General. 

Fort  Monroe,  June  13, 1862— 5.15  p.  m. 

TT      -c.  TIT  o  (Beceived  6  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  ' 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I  am  going  to  General  McGlellan's  headquarters.  Dispatches  sent 
here  will  reach  me  at  once,  and  1  can  return  at  anv  moment.  I  have 
placed  General  Mansfield  at  Suftblk  with  three  regiments. 

JOUN  A.' DIX, 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  13, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Martindale, 

Commanding,  Mechanicsville,  Ta.  : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  write  you  as 
follows  in  liis  name:  The  object  of  sending  your  command  temporarily 
to  Mechanicsville  is  to  secure  (with  General  Stoneiiiau's  command  on 
your  right  and  scouting  up  the  Ohickahominy)  our  right  flank  from 
surprise  and  to  iirevent  the  enemy  crossing  at  Mechanicsville.  The 
command  now  at  Mechanicsville  is  well  posted.  Your  infantry  pickets 
extend  to  Meadow  Bridge,  where  are  two  companies  of  infantry  and  a 
picket  of  cavalry.  Your  cavalry  will  also  patrol  and  picket  the  roads 
leading  north  and  west.  General  Stoneman  watches  a  private  bridge 
about  half  a  mile  up  the  river.  Cavalry  has  been  asked  for  to  report  to 
you  for  i)icket  duty  and  to  keep  up  communication  with  the  command- 
ing general.  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  require  frequent 
communication  from  your  advanced  guards  and  pickets,  and  report  to 
him  the  cause  and  effect  of  all  firing  and  unusual  occurrences  coming  to 
your  knowledge.  Deserters,  negroes,  &c.,  coming  in  must  be  sent  down 
without  delay,  and  strangers  and  negroes  must  not  be  permitted  to  go 
to  the  pickets,  and  in  fact  all  suspicious  persons  must  be  arrested  and 
held  in  custody.  A  balloon  is  near  you,  and  you  are  desired  to  have 
observations  taken  as  often  as  weather  will  permit,  and  the  result 
reported.  The  commanding  general  desires  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
ravine  this  side  of  Mechanicsville,  where  a  small  force  can  resist  suc- 
cessfully a  much  larger  one,  and  over  which  only  one  bridge  is  known 
to  exist.  That  one  you  cross.  He  also  desires  you  to  keep  your  com- 
mand in  marching  order  and  with  little  baggage.  You  will  probably 
be  soon  recalled. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

ril.l  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  13,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Cooke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 
The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  hold  your  own,  main- 
tain vour  position,  watch  carefully  in  front  and  in  rear  of  you. 
■^  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[11.1 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Rappahannock, 

Manassas,  June  13,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  King, 

Commanding  at  Catletfs: 
Have  you  been  able  to  find  the  contraband  who  gave  you  information 
about  Jackson's  passing  through  Charlottesville*?*  Did  he  say  he  was 
himself  at  Charlottesville  and  saw  Jackson's  army  and  artulery  and 
train  pass  through?  Did  he  say  which  way  he  Avas  going?  How  did 
the  contraband  get  so  soon  from  Charlottesville  to  Catletfs'?     vv  as  he 
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intelligent  and  did  you  credit  fully  his  statements?  The  intelligence 
is  so  important,  if  reliable,  that  I  would  have  all  the  information  i)os- 
sible  concerning  it.  General  Ord  is  relieved  and  Eicketts  is  division 
commander. 

lEViN  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major- General,  Gommanding  Beimrtment. 


Winchester,  June  13, 1862 — 11  a.  m. 

(lieceived  1  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
General  Hartsuflf's  brigade,  late  Abercrombie's,  was  temporarily  de- 
tached from  my  command.  It  is  necessary  to  complete  Williams'  divis- 
ion, and  is  imperatively  needed  here.  If  reassigned  to  my  command  I 
will  send  Crawford  to  Front  Eoyal,  so  as  to  relieve  the  other  brigade 
there.  I  beg  that  their  assignment  may  be  made  at  once.  The  troops 
all  urgently  wish  it. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
[12.]  Major-General,  Gommanding, 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Mountain  Department, 

No.  26.  I  Wheeling,  June  13,  1863. 

I.  Surg.  L.  H.  Holden,  F.  S.  Army,  having  reported  at  these  head- 
quarters agreeably  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  is  assigned  to 
duty  as  medical  director  of  the  department. 

*  *  *  *  »  #  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Fremont: 

HENEY  THEALL, 
[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Cami)  at  Doctor  Trent's,  June  14,  1863 — 10,15  a.  m. 
General  A.  E.  Burnside, 

Fort  Monroe: 
Telegraph  just  re-established,  cut  by  enemy  last  night.    All  quiet 
again.    Nothing  likely  to  occur  here  for  some  days.     Better  get  your 
railroad  transportation  all  ready  for  work  and  keep  me  constantly 
informed. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[!!•]  Major-General. 

Fort  Monhoe,  June  14,  1862—11.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  11.45  a.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  leave  at  once  for  my  department,  having  communicated  fully  with 
Generals  McClellan  and  Dix.    Will  write  you  fully  by  mail. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 
[  il-  J  Major-  General, 
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Headquarters  Department, 

Manassas,  June  14, 1862. 
Major-General  Banks, 

Winchester : 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  bave  ordered  General  Shields'  division  to 
leave  Luray  for  Catlett's  via  Warrenton  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that 
I  shall  order  Ricketts'  division  to  leave  Front  Eoyal  as  soon  as  I  hear 
that  Shields  is  out  of  the  valley. 

lEviN  Mcdowell, 

Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 

[12.] 


Headquarters  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  14,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Franklin, 

Gommanding  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  there  is 
no  force  between  General  Cooke  and  his  camp.     If  you  have  any  cav- 
alry at  your  disposal  please  send  a  squadron  to  keep  up  the  communi- 
cation and  bring  in  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistwttt  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

June  16,  1862—10.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  General  King.* 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 
[11.]  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

June  16, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Dix, 

Gommanding  Fortress  Monroe: 
The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  request  Flag-OfQcer  Golds- 
borough  to  send  without  delay  two  additionalgunboats  to  White  House, 
where  their  services  are  mu(!h  needed.    Please  obtain  an  answer  from  the 
tlaff-ofificer  and  communicate  it  to  the  commanding  general  by  telegraph. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Headquarters  Second  Corps  d'Arm^e, 

June  16,  1862. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  have  examined  today  pretty  carefully,  from  a  tree  which  enabled 
me  to  see  nearly  the  whole  of  it,  the  large  clearing  in  which  the  Gar- 
uett  houses  are  situated.     Inclosed  is  a  rough  sketch,t  which  indicates 

^hT..  i,-i„'.7ti7Al,'l>nw.,n   A'ol.  XII.  Part  III.  ii   39(i.  tNot  found. 
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by  dotted  contour  lines  some  of  the  valleys  which  exist  in  the  plateau. 
Of  these,  the  important  one  makes  up  beyond  the  white  house  and 
this  side  of  another  white  house,  supposed  to  be  Doctor  Garnett's.  I 
think  its  depression  extends  nearly  or  quite  to  the  Nine-mile  road 
between  an  old  chimney  (doubtless  of  the  Old  Tavern)  and  our  position, 
and  its  farther  slope  seems  to  fade  into  the  level  plateau  near  the  Old 
Tavern  chinmey  or  near  Doctor  Garnett's.  Mr.  Graves  (Doctor  Trent's 
overseer),  whom  I  have  found  pretty  reliable,  tells  me  there  is  a  small 
stream  in  this  valley,  making  it  impracticable  for  wagons  at  its  lower 
part,  but  that  it  is  crossed  by  a  road  leading  from  James  Garnett's  to 
Doctor  Garnett's.  The  bottom  of  this  valley  coiild  not  be  seen  from 
my  position,  so  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  there  is  an  abrupt  ravine 
there  as  in  some  other  places  in  the  clearing,  or  whether  the  bed  is  as 
smooth  as  the  farther  slope  of  the  valley.  So  far  as  could  be  seen,  and 
the  point  of  observation  was  ten  or  twenty  feet  above  the  plateau, 
there  was  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  movement  of  artillery.  The 
rifle-pits,  of  which  1  have  spoken  before,  seem  to  me  to  be  at  least  half 
a  mile  in  advance  of  the  road  supposed  to  join  the  Old  Tavern  chimney 
with  Doctor  Garnett's  house.  There  were  forty  or  fifty  men  visible 
to-day  at  work  on  them.  They  seem  close  to  the  woods  beyond,  in 
which  several  quartermaster's  wagons  were  to  be  seen.  Four  pieces  of 
the  iron  battery  were  in  battery  near  the  Old  Tavern  chimney  and 
behind  the  valley  already  referred  to.  Beyond  and  behind  J.  Garnett's 
the  clearing  could  be  seen  to  extend  toward  the  Ohickahominy,  also 
beyond  and  behind  Doctor  Garnett's. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  B.  COMSTOGK, 
[ll.J  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquakters  Second  Corps, 

June  17,  1862. 
General  Barnard: 

Things  on  Garnett's  plateau  remain  unchanged;  that  the  enemy  are 
throwing  up  an  earth-work  in  the  woods  just  beyond  the  Old  Tavern 
chimney.  It  Is  possible,  however,  that  this  may  be  in  a  clearing  beyond, 
and  seen  through  the  trees,  but  I  think  not.  Another  road  for  artil- 
lery was  begun  to-day,  leading  to  the  plateau,  making  three  hidden 
from  the  enemy,  or  five  if  the  two  which  opened  on  neck  of  wheatfield 
near  J.  Garnett's  be  counted. 

C.  B.  COMSTOGK, 

[!!•]  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

,  .„  June  17,  1862. 

General  Barnard  : 

Would  it  not  be  worth  while  to  bring  up  24-poun(ler  howitzers,  or 
even  gome  8  inch  siege  howitzers,  to  replace  the  field  guns  in  the 
redoubts?  The  redoubts  would  then  be  rendered  more  efficient  and 
the  field  batteries  would  regain  their  important  property  of  mobility 
and  could  be  placed  anywhere  behind  infantry  parapets  or  in  the  open 
field.  A  light  rifled  piece  is  better  at  long  range  outside  a  redoubt 
than  inside,  and  at  short  range  it  would  have  little  efl^ct  upon  a  storm- 
ing party.    I  think  there  are  no  more  light  batteries  in  this  corps  than 
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are  wanted  to  serve  as  such.  I  have  always  advised  to  put  12-pouiiders 
in  the  redoubts,  but  the  batteries  relieve  each  other,  thus  giving  only 
light,  rifled  pieces  in  them,  often.  It  is  a  question  whether  commanders 
of  light  batteries  would  always  fight  their  guns  iu  a  redoubt  to  the 
last  moment,  having  their  horses  harnessed  ready  to  send  them  away. 

M.  D.  McALESTER, 
[II.]  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquabteks  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

J^me  17,  1803. 
General  F.  J.  Porter  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  use  your  discretion  as  to 
the  hour  Franklin  shall  commence  his  movement.  The  general,  how- 
ever, thinks  it  important  Franklin  should  come  on  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, and  he  wishes  you  to  hold  your  own  command  in  readiness  to 
move  at  very  short  notice.  General  McCall  has  been  instructed  to 
march  at  daylight. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  17, 1862. 
General  Morell  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  General 
McClellan  sends  the  following : 

The  troops  will  be  beld  in  readiness  to  move  at  very  short  notice.  They  -will  carry 
two  or  three  days'  rations  in  their  haversacks,  as  the  order  to  march  will  be  a  sudden 
one.    The  troops  will  go  in  light  marching  order. 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  iu  the  morning  a 
report  of  your  loss  in  the  raid  of  the  13th  instant. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE. 


[11.] 


June  17,  1862. 


General  Morell: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  yon  send  a  brigade  to-night  to 
Mechanicsville  in  time  to  relieve  the  brigade  now  there  before  daylight. 
The  pickets  that  are  now  out  can  be  exchanged  after  daylight.  The 
commanding  general  desires  to  know  whether  your  men  are  furnished 
with  the  proper  rations  of  beans,  rice,  desiccated  vegetables,  &c.  If 
they  are  not,  he  desires  you  to  inform  him.  You  will  please  answer 
this  to-night. 

Very  respectfullv,  &c., 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

p.  s. The  brigade  must  move  in  time  to  take  up  its  position  at 

Mechanicsville,  so  that  the  enemy  will  not  be  able  to  see  the  movement. 
You  will  send  the  command  as  soon  as  possible,  in  light  marching 
order.    The  material  required  can  follow  after  daylight. 

F.  T.  L. 

[ll.j 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  June  17,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Morell, 

Commanding  Division : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  a  battery 
of  rifle  guns  with  the  brigade  to  Mechauicsville. 
Very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Totomac, 

Camp  Lincoln,  June  17,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  McCall, 

Commanding  Division,  Forage  station  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your  command  to  mor- 
row morning  at  an  early  hour  to  the  vicinity  of  Doctor  Curtis'  honse, 
and  report,  on  your  arrival,  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter,  commanding 
Fifth  Corps,  under  whose  command  you  will  be  for  the  present.  You 
will  leave  at  Tunstall's  Station  the  r«'giment  now  stationed  there.  For 
the  present  General  Keyes  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  regiment  to 
Dispatch  Station,  of  which  you  will  please  cause  the  colonel  of  the 
regiment  at  Tunstall's  Station  to  be  informed.  General  Porter  has  been 
instructed  to  send  you  a  guide  and  such  additional  instructions  as  to  the 
route  and  hour  of  march  as  may  be  necessary.    Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[11.] 


Suffolk,  Jtme  17, 1862. 

(Keceived  3.45  p.  m.) 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Jt  is  whispered  about  here  that  Stonewall  Jackson  has  been  re-en- 
forced a  week  since  by  20,000  men. 

J.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commandina. 

[11.] 


New  Berne,  N.  C,  June  17,  1862. 
(Via  Norfolk  19th.    Eeceived  11.45  a.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Arrived  here  safely  and  found  all  quiet.     Governor  Stanly  has  gone 
to  Washington,  N.  C.    On  his  return  1  will  consult  with  him  fully  and 
inform  you  of  the  result.    You  can  send  return  telegraph  to  Norfolk 
and  it  will  be  brought  back  by  return  boat.  ' 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquaetees  Third  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Fair  Oaks,  June  18,  1803. 
General  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  and  Aide-de-Camp,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  If  you  could  possibly  find  leisure  I  wish  tluit  you  would 
ride  over  to  examine  my  position.  It  is  a  line  echeloned  on  the  le^t 
rear  of  Hooker's  position.  Our  left  is  weak,  as  it  depends  solely  oji  tiic 
swamp,  which,  if  it  dries,  can  be  passed;  still,  I  am  strong.  The  mean- 
ing of  my  echelon  is  this,  that  I  am  near  enough  to  cover  with  artillerv 
(and  by  advancing,  by  rifle  firing)  the  ground  that  the  enemy  woulil 
have  to  pass  over  in  attacking  Hooker's  flank.  My  pieces  are  at  the 
same  time  safe,  and  in  doing  this  I  have  also  an  echelon  protection  for 
myself  from  Hooker.  But  Lieutenant  McAlester,  to  M'hom  Gcnenil 
Heintzelman  gives  a  carte  blanche,  is  about  constructing  a  redoubt  mid- 
way between  Hooker's  redoubt  and  a  battery  that  1  have  on  my  lelt. 
This  thus  converts  my  position  from  an  echelon  to  an  obii(]ue  potcnre, 
deprives  me  of  an  echelon  defense  from  Hooker,  and  Invites  attack  on 
me  as  a  inincipal  face;  against  tlie  desirableness  of  which  two  tilings 
op])ose,  viz,  that  this  new  redoubt  is  placed  too  near  woods.  If  tlie.se 
woods  are  sutticiently  cut  down  in  front,  it  wiJl  oblige  us  in  so  doiig  to 
project  even  beyond  Hooker's  line  of  pickets,  brings  tlie  woik  too  near 
certain  dangerous  roads  and  debouches  (open  grounds)  which  the  enemy 
possess  in  the  rear,  and  exposes  us  to  the  same  things  that  Heintzelman 
has  already  been  punished  for  in  the  case  of  Casey's  redoubt,  surprised 
and  captured  by  an  unseen  line  of  the  enemy  established  in  the  woods 
too  near  him.  The  left  as  held  by  me  is  stiong  as  a  secondary  position. 
The  moment  that  it  is  converted  into  a  primary  one  it  is  fearfully  weak. 
I'lease,  therefore,  to  visit  these  parts,  and  call  on  me  or  on  General 
Berry,  the  senior  brigadier  in  first  line,  for  an  explanation  of  the  roads 
and  debouches  by  which  an  enemy  can  advance.  The  second  point, 
perhaps,  is  this — we  possibly  may  be  called  on  to  act  by  this  flank,  and 
I  should  say  that  the  enemy's  attention  is  not  to  be  taken  from  the 
Williamsburg  road. 

With  best  regards,  yours,  truly, 

P.  KEAENY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division,  Third  Corps. 
111.1 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifth  Peov.  Army  Corps, 

No.  40.  )        Gamp  near  Neto  Bridge,  Ya.,  June  18, 1802. 

Brigadier-General  McCall  will  early  to-morrow  morning  camp  two 
brigades  in  suitable  positions  for  defense  and  shelter  against  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  from  opposite  of  Chickahominy  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
mill,  near  Mechanicsville  and  near  the  Mechanicsville  road.  The  Third 
Brigade  will  remain  in  camp  in  its  present  location  prepared  to  sup- 
port the  first  two  or  resist  the  crossing  the  Chickahominy  by  the 
enemy.  From  the  first  command  will  be  sent  to  bivouac  at  Mechanics- 
ville two  regiments  and  a  battery,  which  regiments  will  picket  the  line 
now  picketed  by  the  conMnand  at  Mechanicsville.  The  Sixtli  [Eighth] 
Illinois  Cavalry,  now  picketing  toward  Atlee's  Station,  and  connecting 
with  General  Cooke's  pickets,  will  be  underthecommand  of  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  the  first  two  brigades,  and  (Jolouel  Farnsworth  will 
report  to  him.     General  McCall  will  assign  batteries  to  the  command. 

Bv  command  of  Brig.  Gen,  F.  J.  Porter : 
^  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
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Special  Orders,  ]  Hdqes.  Fifth  Prov.  Army  Corps, 

No.  41.  j         Camp  near  Neiv  Bridge,  Va.,  Jime  18, 1862. 

Taylor's  brigade  aud  Porter's  (Massachusetts)  battery  at  Mechauics- 
ville  will  be  relieved  at  daybreak  to-morrow  by  two  regimeuts  and  a 
battery  from  McCall's  division,  when  General  Taylor  will  proceed  at 
once  to  join  his  division.  He  will  leave  a  small  guard  with  his  property 
till  the  wagons  return  for  it.  He  will  march  his  brigade  by  the  Mechan- 
icsville  and  Cold  Harbor  road,  and  keep  his  command  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

F.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  AdjtUant- General. 


HEAJJQUAliTBRS   AEMY   OP   THE   POTOMAC, 

June  18,  1862—10.15  p.  m. 
General  W.  B.  Franklin  : 

General  Smith  reports  at  9.50  p.  m.  that  the  woods  near  Garnett's 
house  are  filled  with  rebels  and  that  he  has  had  to  strengthen  his  guards. 
I  have  directed  him  to  have  his  command  under  arms  before  daylight 
to  lie  ready  to  rei)el  an  attack.  Please  have  your  entire  command 
under  arms  in  readiness  at  that  time,  and  take  the  command  in  case  of 
attack. 

Yery  respectfuUy,  E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

General  :  This  note  was  sent  to  me  to  read  and  forward  to  you.  I 
will  comply  with  the  order. 

H.  W.  SrLOOUM). 
[11.] 


Feadqtjarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  at  Adams',  June  19,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  dated  yesterday  I  forward 
the  reports  of  the  division  commanders  in  relation  to  the  officers  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  this  campaign.  I  would  recommend 
Lieutenants  Kirby,  Woodruff,  and  French  for  brevets,  and  I  would 
submit  the  question  to  the  commanding  general  whether  my  staff 
ofQcers  who  were  zealous,  able,  and  willing  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  at  the  battles  of  Williamsburg  and  the  two  battles  of  Fair  Oaks 
may  not  be  considered  as  entitled  to  a  brevet.  They  are:  Capt.  J.  H. 
Taylor,  Capt.  F.  N.  Clarke,  First  Lieut.  Lawrence  Kip,  First  Lieut. 
A.  H.  Cushing,  Second  Lieut.  S.  S.  Sumner. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

P.  S.—T  would  also  respectfully  recommend  for  brevets  Capt.  Charles 
S.  Stewart  and  Lieut.  F.  U.  Farquhar,  of  the  Engineers,  for  efficient 
and  valuable  services  during  the  siege  of  Yorktowu  aud  the  battle  of 
Williamsburg. 

E.  Y.  S. 

[11.1 
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Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

^  1  -P,  June  19,  1862. 

General  Barnard: 

I  looked  at  General  Casey's  position  witli  Lieutenant  Farquhar.  No 
tortitications  are  necessary,  except  a  rifle-pit  at  tlie  bridge  and  a  plen- 
titul  provision  of  abatis  up  and  down  the  swamp,  with  roads  for  infan- 
try in  rear.  There  were  no  tools  to-day.  Lieutenant  F|arquliar|  will 
set  tatigue  parties  to  work  in  the  morning.  Your  telegram  in  reference 
to  armaments  received.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  guns  cannot  be 
supplied. 

M.  p,  McALESTER, 

\}-^A  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

Special  Orders,  \     Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  the  Kappahannock, 

No.  144.  )  Manassas,  Va.,  June  19,  1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Eicketts,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  division  which  he  has  temporarily  commanded 
since  the  departure  of  Major-Geueral  Ord. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Zealous  B.  Tower,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported 
for  duty,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  of  Eicketts'  divis- 
ion recently  commanded  by  General  Eicketts. 

III.  Bayard's  cavalry  brigade,  temporarily  attached  to  Eicketts' 
division,  is  detached,  and  until  further  orders  will  report  direct  to  these 
headquarters. 

IV.  The  error  of  designating  the  army  now  serving  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Eappahannock  as  the  First  Army  Corps  being  frequently 
made,  occasion  is  taken  to  allude  to  the  practice,  and  to  direct  that  it 
be  discontinued. 

V.  Cavalry  and  artillery,  except  when  temporarily  attached  to  bri- 
gades not  serving  in  divisions,  belong  to  divisions,  and  are  to  report 
direct  to  division  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell: 

SAML.  BEECK, 
[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Eappahannock, 

Manassas,  Va.,  June  19,  1862. 
The  following  explanation  of  a  system  of  flags  now  in  use  in  this 
department  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned:  General 
headquarters,  national  flag;  First  Division,  red  flag,  six  feet  long  and 
five  feet  wide;  Second  Division,  blue  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  feet 
wide;  Third  Division,  vertical  red  and  blue  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five 
feet  wide;  Fourth  Division,  horizontal  red  and  blue  flag,  six  feet  long 
and  five  feet  wide;  First  Brigade  of  First  Division,  red  and  white  flag, 
six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  vertical;  Second  Brigade  of  First  Division, 
white,  red,  and  white  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  vertical;  Third 
Brigade  of  First  Division,  red,  white,  and  red  flag,  six  feet  long  and 
five  wide,  vertical;  First  Brigade  of  Second  Division,  blue  and  white 
flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  vertical;  Second  Brigade  of  Second 
Division,  white,  blue,  and  white  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  ver- 
tical; Third  Brigade  of  Second  Division,  blue,  wliite,  and  blue  flag,  six 
feet  long  and  five  wide,  vertical;  First  Brigade  of  Third  Division,  red, 
white,  and  blue  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  vertical;  Second  Bri- 
gade of  Third  Division,  red,  blue,  and  white  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five 
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wide,  vertical;  Third  Brigade  of  Third  Division,  white,  red,  and  blue 
flag,  six  feet  long  and  live  wide,  vertical;  First  Brigade  of  Fourth 
Division,  red,  white,  and  blue  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  hori- 
zontal ;  Second  Brigade  of  Fourth  Division,  red,  blue,  and  white  flag,  six 
feet  long  and  five  wide,  horizontal;  Third  Brigade  of  Fourth  Division, 
white,  red,  and  blue  flag,  six  feet  long  and  five  wide,  horizontal.  The 
different  regiments  of  the  brigades  will  be  designated  by  ISl  os.  1, 2, 3, 4,  on 
the  flag  of  the  brigade  to  which  they  belong,  white  numbers  on  colored 
bars  and  colored  numbers  on  white  bars.  The  artillery  will  have  the 
colors  of  the  division  to  which  it  belongs,  and  be  distinguished  by  a 
right-angled  triangular  flag,  six  feet  long  and  three  feet  wide  at  the 
staff.  The  cavalry  have  the  same  as  above,  t^xcept  that  the  shape  will 
be  swallow-tailed.  The  engineers  will  have  a  white  disk  of  a  diameter 
equal  to  one-third  of  its  width  on  the  flag  of  the  division  to  which  it 
belongs.  The  hospitals  will  be  distinguished  by  a  yellow  flag.  The 
subsistence  depots  will  be  designated  by  a  green  flag.  These  flags  will 
be  attached  to  a  portable  staff  fourteen  feet  long,  in  two  joints,  and  will 
be  habitually  displayed  in  front  of  the  tent  or  from  some  prominent 
part  of  the  house  or  vessel  occupied  as  the  headquarters  which  they 
designate,  and  on  the  march  shall  be  carried  near  the  person  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  corps,  division,  brigade,  or  regiment  it  is 
intended  to  designate.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  take 
immediate  measures  to  supply  the  flags  upon  requisitions  approved  by 
division  commanders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McDowell : 

SAML.  BKEOK, 

[1-.]  Assistant  A fljutant- General. 

Second  Corps,  June  30,  1862. 
General  J.  G.  Barnaed: 

I  cannot  see  any  change  in  the  ^ork  behind  Garnett's  house,  nor  any 
one  at  work  on  it  to-day.  A  wooded  ravine  makes  up  behind  Garnett's, 
and  behind  this  shelters  for  a  company  can  be  seen  in  the  ravine.  There 
is  probably  a  stronger  force  concealed  here,  and  their  noise  may  have 
given  rise  to  the  idea  of  work  being  done  there.  The  rebels  are  still  at 
work  where  we  saw  them  on  tbe  railroad  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  advance 
of  Fair  Oaks,  just  at  the  left  of  the  railroad.  I  think  this  must  be 
tiie  zigzag  which  I  saw  at  the  right  of  tlie  line  of  rifle-pi fs  when  on 
Hooker's  front  the  other  day.  From  near  this  work  the  enemy  shelled 
our  camp  this  afternoon  by  putting  a  few  pieces  at  the  pine  tree  on  the 
railroad  and  sending  a  man  up  the  tree.  This  work  can  easib'  be 
shelled  at  any  time,  and  by  firing  a  little  to  the  soutli  we  certainly 
should  hit  their  camps.  If  tliis  were  done  every  time  they  shelled  us 
they  would  probably  soon  cease  it,  and  it  ought  to  be  done' at  any  rate. 
Enemy  arc  still  at  work  at  Old  Tavern  chimney,  and  1  saw  one  guii 
inside  the  work  to-day. 

C.  C.  OOMSTOOK, 

[11-]  lAeutenant  of  Engineers. 

Heabquaeters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  20,  1862. 
General  Morell,  ' 

Commanding  Division : 
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to  morrow  morning  at  Doctor  Gaiues'  house.  They  will  take  with  them 
250  shovels,  50  picks,  and  their  dinners.  They  will  go  without  arms. 
Direct  the  commanding  officer  to  keep  li  is  men  oat  of  sight  of  the  enemy. 
]S'<>  guns  to  be  exhibited  on  Gaines'  Hill  to  morrow.  Direct  General 
Butterfield  to  move  his  camp  early  to-morrow  morning  out  of  reach  of 
fire.  He  can  go  down  in  the  direction  of  Watts'  house  (see  map  sent 
herewith).  If  necessary  you  will  post  sentinels  on  the  new  road  to 
keej)  men  and  wagons  away  and  out  of  sight.  Batteries  are  to  be  put 
u])  to  morrow  whi(;h  will  draw  the  fire  all  around  them.  The  command- 
ing general  directs  you  to  have  a  i)arty  of  400  men  ready  for  duty  to  mor- 
row night.  As  General  Martindale's  brigade  is  near  these  headquarters, 
foot  orderlies  can  be  detailed  from  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11. J  Assistant  Adjutant- Geiieral. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge^  Ya.,  June  30,  1862. 
Colonel  Farnsworth, 

Commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry: 
Colonel  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  report  in  jjerson 
to  Brigadier- General  Reynolds,  commanding  at  Mechanicsville.  Your 
command  -will  be  continued  on  the  same  duty  as  heretofore,  to  wit, 
picket  and  scout  duty,  and  in  the  same  locality.  You  will  receive  the 
orders  of  General  McCall  and  the  commanding  general  through  General 
Reynolds  and  obey  the  orders  of  your  immediate  commander.  General 
J{eynolds,  who  has  charge  of  that  line.  You  are  desired  to  see  him  and 
give  him  such  information  of  the  country  as  you  can,  and  where  and 
how  your  command  is  posted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Hampton  Roads,  Jvne  20,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  O.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General,  Washington,  i>.  C.  : 
Please  send  to  Eodgers  any  information  you  can  get  about  the  Swift 
Creek  bridge,  three  miles  north  of  Petersburg,  ou  the  railroad.    Answer 
to  the  care  of  Maior-General  Dix.    I  shall  be  back  to-morrow  noon. 

G.  V.  FOX, 
[ll.j  Assistant  iSecretary  of  the  Navy. 


Baltimore,  June  20, 1862. 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

At  4  this  p.  m.  we  passed  engines  over  the  rebuilt  burnt  bridges  on 

the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Railroad.    The  road  is  now  open  from 

Harper's  Ferry  to  Winchester.     We  shall  commence  moving  at  5  a.  m. 

to-morrow  the  commissary  stores  accuuuilated  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 

destined  for  Winchester.  ^^^ 

JOHif  W.  GARRETT, 
ri..  1  President. 
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Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Lincoln,  June  21,  1862. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Things  pretty  quiet  to-day.  Not  quite  as  much  shelling  as  usual. 
Our  preparations  progressing  well.  Enemy  opened  with  some  heavy 
guns  yesterday.     Did  no  harm.  ^    ^    McCLELLAN, 

M  J  I  Major- General. 

McClellan's  Headquarters, 
June  21,  1862—11  p.  m.     (Received  3.30  a.  m.  22d.) 
General  Eiplby  : 

Have  you  any  more  4>V-lnch  guns?  If  so,  please  send  them  to  White 
House  at  once.    I  would  like  to  have  twenty-live  or  thirty. 

G.  B.  McULELLAN, 
M 1  I  Blajor- General. 

Headquarters  Second  Corps, 

June  21,  1862. 

General  J.  G.  Barnard: 

Two  rifled  guns  have  been  firing  at  intervals  during  the  day  at  the 
enemy's  -work  on  the  left  of  the  railroad  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  advance 
of  Fair  Oaks.  Saw  to  day  one  gun  in  redoubt  at  Old  Tavern ;  one  held 
gun  behind  rifle-pit  beyond  and  five  on  tbe  plain.  Nothing  else  new 
there.  Enemy  at  G  p.  m.  showed  two  or  three  companies  on  edge  of 
our  slashing  on  Williamsburg  road,  causing  the  firing  from  6  to  7. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

ni.l  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

June  21, 1862. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Sir  :  I  laid  out  and  nearly  completed  a  six-gun  battery  last  night 
near  the  Hoogland  house.  This  morning  another  is  to  be  commenced 
in  the  woods  near  Doctor  Gaines'  house,  and  to-night  one  on  the  left  of 
the  road  leading  to  New  Bridge  and  not  far  from  the  river.  The  enemy 
opened  fire  last  evening  from  five  batteries;  some  of  their  guns  were 
very  heavy,  reaching  into  General  Sykes'  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  DUANE, 
[H.J  Captain  of  Engineers. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Fa.,  June  21,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Morell, 

Commanding  Division  : 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  a  fatigue  party  be 
ftirnished  of  500  meu  (300  shovels,  100  picks),  to  report  to  Lieutenant 
Reese  at  Doctor  Gaines' house  this  evening.  The  party  will  be  under  a 
field  officer  and  will  go  armed.    The  party  must  march  in  silence  and 
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keep  silent  during  the  work,  and  work  well,  so  as  to  be  covered  at  day- 
break.    You  will  detail  Lieutcnanc  Hazlett,  Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery 
to  act  as  engineer  to  the  party.    Lieutenant  Hazlett  will  see  Lieutenant 
Reese  at  8  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FllED.  T.  LOOKE, 
[■'■■'■•J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquaeters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  21,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cooke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Reserve: 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  will  send  early 
this  morning  and  arrest  Mr.  Lii)scomb,  the  hotel  keeper  at  Old  Church, 
and  send  him  to  General  Andrew  Porter,  provost-marshal  general, 
where  you  will  find  charges  against  him.  The  general  desires  you  to 
give  directions  to  your  party  to  suspect  every  person  going  out  and 
coming  in  our  lines.  All  suspected  persons,  including  negroes,  will  be 
searched  even  to  their  boots.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to 
connect  with  Colonel  Farnsworth's  pickets  at  the  cross  roads  where  the 
road  to  Leech's  Station  intersects  the  Mechanicsville  road,  and  to 
straighten,  if  practicable,  the  line  of  pickets  by  running  thence  to 
Hanover  Court- House  and  Pamuukey.  If  you  iind  the  last  impractica- 
ble, picket  as  far  as  Hanover  Court-House  and  Peake's  Station  from 
the  direction  of  Harris'  Store,  and  from  the  road  leading  to  Leech's,  as 
far  up  Hanover  Court-House  road  as  is  prudent  and  proper. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

Headquarters  FiifTH  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  21,  1862. 
Captain  Bennett, 

Commanding  Squadron : 
Captain  :  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
you  will  be  relieved  from  duty  at  these  headquarters  by  a  squadron 
from  General  Cooke's  command  some  time  to-morrow.  As  soon  as  yon 
are  relieved  you  will  report  with  your  squadron  to  your  regimental 
commander.  Colonel  McReynolds.  In  relieving  you  from  duty  at  these 
headquarters  the  commanding  general  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his 
regret  at  not  being  able  to  retain  you  as  his  personal  escort,  and  his 
satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  all  duty  required  of  you  and 
your  command  has  been  performed.  The  cheerfulness  and  alacrity 
with  which  all  orders  have  been  complied  with  has  given  him  great 
pleasure. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  21,  1862. 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  all  persons  in  the  portion  of 
the  countrv  occunied  bv  the  army  or  within  its  control,  against  whom 
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strong  suspicion  of  disloyalty  is  attached  and  who  are  likely  to  give 
information  to  the  enemy  or  who  may  have  been  so  engaged  or  whose 
spirit  of  dissatisfaction  to  our  Government  and  army  is  such  as  to  cause 
suspicion  of  being  employed  against  the  army  and  Government,  will  be 
arrested  and  the  fact  reported  to  these  headquarters.  Commanding 
officers  of  divisions  and  brigades  Avill  see  that  in  all  such  arrests  a 
sound  discretion  is  exercised  in  the  arrest  and  retention  of  such  parties. 
A  careful  supervision  of  all  persons  living  in  this  vicinity  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  army  is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  us  from  forays  or 
perhaps  disaster. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetehs  Sixth  Peovisionax  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  Lincoln,  June  21, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  work  upon  which  I  have  been  engaged 
during  the  last  two  weeks.  On  Saturday,  the  7th  instant,  in  compli- 
ance with  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  in  company  with  General  Wood- 
bury to  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Chickahominy  from  the  upper 
foot  bridge  to  Sumner's  upper  bridge  with  the  idea  of  selecting  the 
best  location  for  a  more  permanent  bridge  than  we  had  yet  built  over 
the  river.  After  our  examination,  General  Woodbury  and  myself 
agreed  upon  two  good  locations  for  bridges.  First,  at  a  point  300  or 
400  yards  above  Sumner's  upper  bridge  and  nearly  opposite  the  Trent 
houvse;  second,  at  some  point  between  the  two  foot  bridges  and  nearly 
opposite  the  Golding  house.  After  some  discussion  as  to  the  merits 
of  each  location  we  decided  to  recommend  the  first,  or  lower  point,  and 
this  point  was  at  once  adopted  by  the  general-in-chief.  General 
Woodbury,  with  the  Fifteenth  and  Fiftieth  Kegiments,  was  to  build 
the  bridge  over  the  stream,  and  I,  with  a  regiment  at  each  end,  was  to 
build  the  approaches.  Sunday,  the  8th,  I  devoted  to  getting  the  Tliird 
Vermont  and  tlie  Ninth  Massachusetts  into  convenient  camps,  collect- 
ing the  necessary  tools,  and  to  locating  the  approaches.  Monday,  the 
9th,  and  until  Monday,  the  10th,  I  devoted  my  attention  almost  exclu- 
sively to  buildingthe  approaches  to  this  bridge,  Duringthis  time,  how- 
ever, 1  located  and  superintended  the  building  of  a  road  on  the  other 
(left)  bank  of  the  stream,  leading  from  Doctor  Gaines'  house  to  the 
approach  of  the  bridge.  Tuesday,  the  17th,  1  inspected  the  work,  and 
had  the  wagons,  tools,  &c.,  taken  care  of.  Wednesday,  the  18th,  Gen- 
eral Franklin  moved  his  head(]uarters  to  this  side  of  the  river.  Thurs- 
day, the  19th,  and  Friday,  the  20th,  I  have  been  busy  building  bridges 
and  cutting  out  roads  between  our  right  (General  Franklin's  position) 
and  the  advanced  position  of  our  pickets  in  the  direction  of  Doctor 
Garnett's.  These  communications  are  now  nearly  finished.  They 
ought  to  be  completed  to-day.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
great  deficiency  of  axes  in  the  army.  It  appears  that  every  soldier 
who  can  get  possession  of  an  ax  will  keep  it  if  possible.  It  is  a  con- 
venient article  to  have  about  his  tent.  When  he  marches,  he  will  leave 
it  if  necessary,  and  only  upon  his  chances  of  getting  another  the  first 
time  he  is  detailed  upon  a  working  party  or  comes  in  contact  with  a 
depot  of  intrenching  tools.  Orders  may  be  issued  with  the  idea  of  cor- 
recting this  evil,  but  from  what  I  have  seen  of  this  army,  both  around 
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Washington,  at  Torktown,  on  the  march,  and  on  the  Chickahominy,  I 
doubt  if  the  issue  of  such  orders  would  do  much  good.  We  want  a 
different  system  of  accountability  before  the  tools  will  be  properly 
taken  care  of;  and  in  the  meantime  we  want  axes,  and  in  my  judgment 
the  surest  way  to  have  them  when  they  are  wanted  is  to  buy  them  in 
abundance  and  send  them  here.  Certainly  the  cost  of  20,000  or  30,000 
axes  is  a  very  small  matter  to  be  weighed  against  the  retardation  of 
this  army  even  for  one  day,  particularly  when  we  have  water  or  rail- 
road transportation  to  the  center  of  our  camps. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
[11. 1  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Front  Royal,  Va.,  June  31,  1862— 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  completed  a  trestle  bridge  over  the  Shenandoah  at  this  point 
on  which  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  can  pass  perfectly. 

8.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
[12.]  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

June  22, 1862. 
Lientenant  Hall,  Adjutant  of  Engineers : 

I  have  to-day  had  all  the  men  General  Hooker  could  furnish  employed 
in  strengthening  the  profile  of  No.  3  and  No.  4,  placing  abatis  around 
them,  constructing  magazines,  and  extending  infantry  parapet  to  con- 
nect with  Kearny's  line.  The  water  in  the  ditch  of  No.  4  is  about  one 
and  a  half  feet  deep.  I  have  also  had  a  small  detail  at  work  revetting 
interior  slope  and  embrasures  of  No.  5  with  sand-bags. 

M.  D.  McALESTER, 
[11.]  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 

Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  June  22,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Cumberland,  Md. : 
Sir:  I  have  ordered  up  two  regiments  for  your  support  at  New 
Creek,  one  from  here  and  the  other  from  Harper's  Ferry,  having  acted 
upon  information  received  from  you  through  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company.    Report  to  me  the  state  of  affairs. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
[12,]  Major- General. 

Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  June  22,  1862. 

Col.  DixoN  S.  Miles, 

Commanding  at  Harperh  Ferry : 
Sir:  You  will   have  Mulligan's   regiment  ready  to  march  early 
to-morrow  to  New  Creek  with  his  light  battery  to  protect  the  public 
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property  from  being  destroyed  by  tlie  enemy,  wbo  are  said  to  be  march- 
ing on  that  point,  reported  to  be  4,000  strong  and  are  now  witliin  tbirty- 
five  miles  of  that  point.  Another  regiaieiit  will  follow  from  here  for 
New  Creek.  You  will  put  Mulligan's  regiment  in  motion  at  5  a.m. 
Transportation  will  be  furnished  at  that  hour  for  them. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
[12.]  Major- General. 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  June  22,  1862. 
Major-Greneral  Banks,  Middletown: 

The  Eiglith  New  York  Cavalry  ordered  to  be  mounted  is  mutinous 
and  disorganized.  The  regiment  refuses  to  go  any  wliere  until  mounted 
as  cavalry.  General  Wool  ordered  me  to  send  it  to  Baltimore.  It  is 
no  use  here  or  elsewhere  until  disciplined.  I  shall  make  this  place 
secure.  Captain  Strother  has  just  delivered  your  kind  letter;  please 
accept  my  grateful  thanks.  On  my  own  resi)ousibility  1  sliall  continue 
sending  to  General  Sigel  all  his  odds  and  ends  of  regiments  at  this 
place,  and  everytliiug  in  my  power  to  add  to  your  strength;  but  you 
will  not  be  attacked  in  front;  your  rear  and  right  flank  is  in  danger. 
The  enemy  is  after  New  Creek  depot,  and  will  likely  attack  Moorefield 
to-day,  and  if  you  make  detachments  to  intercept  you  will  be  attacked 
in  front.  I  will  advise  General  Kelley's  command,  Railroad  Brigade 
from  Wheeling  to  Cumberland,  of  this  rumor  and  say  he  ought  to  cou- 
ceutrate  on  New  Creek. 
Yours,  &c., 

D.  S.  MILES, 

[12.]  Colonel  Second  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps, 

June  23,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  GMef  Engineer: 

Is  it  certain  that  the  enemy  have  not  been  for  the  last  twenty-four 
hours  gradually  changing  or  evacuating  his  position?  Slight  indica- 
tions -which  have  come  under  my  observation  in  this  front  yesterday 
and  to  day  seem  to  point  that  way.  Tliere  ought  to  be  delivered  imme- 
diately at  No.  1,  20  rawhides;  at  No.  2,  12  rawhides;  at  No.  3,  10  raw- 
hides; at  No.  4,  14  rawhides;  at  No.  5,  14  rawhides,  for  the  purpose 
of  revetting  the  embrasures.  Major  Hemingway  promised  to  put  these 
guns  in  place  as  soon  as  the  ammunition  and  tlie  teams  from  General 
Barry  arrive.  He  says  ten  more  Napoleon  guns  have  been  assigned 
for  these  redoubts.  I  find  that  my  details  were  yesterday  withdrawn 
at  12  o'clock,  producing,  of  course,  much  delay.  They  have  faithfully 
promised  me  to  continue  the  details  all  day  today.  If  they  do  so  No,  3 
and  No.  4  will  be  iu  reliable  condition  to-night. 

M.  D.  McALESTER, 

[11-]  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  near  Neic  Bridge,  Fa.,  June  23,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Morell, 

Commanding  Division  : 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  notify  your 
brigade  commanders  and  the  commanders  of  batteiifi-;  tn  h^  i*l.i<ii7  fn 
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fall  in  at  daybreak  to-morrow  prepared  to  resist  attack.  Should  you  at 
any  time  during-  the  night  hear  firing  on  our  right  in  the  direction  of 
Mechanicsville  you  will  at  once  turn  out  your  command  without  waiting 
for  orders.  The  several  brigades  will  form  and  move  out  into  the  main 
road  of  themselves  in  the  direction  of  Mechanicsville  without  waiting 
for  orders.  Orders  will  be  communicated  on  the  march.  The  command- 
ing general  directs  that  you  do  not  send  the  six  rifle  guns  to  the  battery 
in  the  morning  as  was  ordered,  although  you  may  be  notified  that  the 
battery  is  ready  for  them.  Notice  has  been  sent  to  General  Martindale 
to  be  under  arms  at  3  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FllED.  T.  LOCKE. 
111.1 


Division  Hkadquarteks, 

June  23,  1802—10.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Reynolds: 

SiE:  You  will  at  once  recall  the  Eighth  Regiment  to  your  camp  by 
the  upper  road  and  Cooper's  battery  by  the  lower  road,  to  this  side  of 
Beaver  Dam  Creek,  where  it  will  take  a  position  commanding  the  lower 
bridge.  The  six  companies  of  the  Kifle  Regiment  will  be  drawn  in  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  Meadow  Bridge,  and  throwing  out  pickets  in  that 
direction  withdraw  its  reserve  to  the  vicinity  of  Mechanicsville.  All 
the  troops  of  your  command  will  be  under  aims  by  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  prepared  to  resist  the  advance  of  the  enemy  by  either  road 
on  this  side  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The  mounted  picket  guard  will  be 
instructed  to  be  extremely  vigilant  and  to  communicate  to  you  the 
earliest  information  of  the  crossing  of  the  enemy.  Meade's  brigade 
will  be  under  arms,  together  with  Easton's  and  Kerns'  batteries,  to 
support  you  at  3  a.  m.  Morell's  division  will  at  the  same  time  move 
forward  on  your  right. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  A.  McCALL, 

[ll.j  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Divisioti. 


Headquaeters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ju7iv  23,  1862—12.20  p.  m. 
General  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Corps : 
Geneeal  :  It  has  been  reported  that  the  enemy  have  been  making 
some  dispositions  for  crossing  the  Chickahominy  above  Ncav  Bridge 
to  night.     You  will  please  have  your  command  under  arms  at  daybreak 
this  morning  ready  to  move  if  called  upon. 
Very  respectfully, 

K.  B.  MAltCY, 
[11.1  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Pkovisional  Army  Corps, 

June  23,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
Sib  :  On  Saturday,  the  21st,  I  finished  the  communications  which 
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the  wheat-field  between  us  and  the  enemy.  I  also  looked  along  our 
front  from  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  right,  to  the  Seven  Pines.  On 
Sunday,  the  22d,  I  again  examined  our  line  of  defense  as  far  as  Fair 
Oaks.  I  made  these  examinations  both  for  my  own  information  as  to 
the  character  of  the  late  battle,  and  with  a  view  of  acquainting  myselt 
with  the  ground  so  as  to  be  leiidy,  in  case  it  is  decided  to  strengthen 
our  present  lines  by  more  formidable  works. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
[11.]  Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camjp. 


MlDDLETOWN,  Junc  23,  1862. 

(Eeceived  11  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  to-day.  The  enemy  appear  to 
be  in  force  ueiir  Luray.  We  shall,  I  hope,  have  information  from  the 
east  during  the  night.  At  Front  Royal  everything  is  quiet.  We 
have  one  regiment  stationed  In  the  town,  cavalry  in  front. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 

[lli.j  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Wheeling,  June  23, 18C2 — 10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  12  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton: 

It  is  believed  that  General  Ewell  is  about  making  a  raid  on  New 
Creek  through  Moorefleld  from  Harrisonburg  with  from  6,000  to  8,000 
troops.  The  whole  section  from  Cumberland  to  Clarksburg,  on  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  is  undefended  except  by  a  few  companies.  Could 
there  not  be  from  eight  to  ten  regiments  taken  from  about  Washington 
to  that  section?  Their  presence  would  be  security  from  attack,  if  only 
fresh  troops.  If  railroad  is  secured  they  could  be  thrown  into  Wash- 
ington or  any  other  point  in  twenty-four  hours.  I  respectfully  make 
this  suggestion.  If  that  number  of  regiments  can  be  brought  from 
Ohio  they  could  relieve  those  sent  from  Washington. 

[12.]  F.  n.  PEIRPOINT. 


Third  Corps,  June  24, 1862. 
Lieutenant  Hall, 

Adjutant  of  Engineers: 
The  fatigue  parties  under  my  direction  have  to-day  been  employed 
in  finishing  abatis  of  Nos.  3  and  4;  finishing  parapet  of  gorge  of  No.  4- 
strengthening  profile  of  No.  3 ;  finishing  infantry  parapet  between  Ko.  2 
and  No.  3,  and  building  magazines  in  Nos.  1, 3,  and  4.  The  details  did 
not  report  till  about  9  o'clock. 

M.  D.  MoALESTER, 
[II- J  lAeutenant  of  Engineers. 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

No.  61.  ]  Camp  near  Seven  Pines,  June  24,  1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey  having  been  assigned  to  duty  elsewhere  by 
orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  relieved  from  dutv 
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as  commander  of  division  in  this  corps,  and  will  report  for  duty  in 
accordance  witli  his  orders. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  John  J,  Peck  having  been  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  division  lately  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey  by  orders 
from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  relieved,  from  duty  as  com- 
mander of  a  brigade  in  Couch's  division,  and  will  report  for  duty  in 
accordance  with  his  orders, 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe  having  reported  for  duty  with  this  corps, 
in  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is 
assigned  to  tbe  command  of  the  brigade  in  Couch's  division  lately  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Peck,  and  as  such  will  enter  upon  the 
discbarge  of  his  duties  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes: 

C.  C.  STTTDAM, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry, 

June  24, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  FiTz  John  Porter: 

General:  I  send  you  herewith  a  young  man  who  (according  to  his 
story)  was  in  our  army  and  taken  prisoner  at  Wincliester;  escaped  at 
Lynchburg  and  made  his  way  to  Richmond,  and  from  thence  by  a  cir- 
cuitous route  to  the  lines  of  my  pickets — morning.  His  story  is  not 
a  good  one,  and  1  think  false.  He  is  either  spy,  scout,  or  deserter  from 
the  rebels.  I  think  by  questioning  him  as  though  you  believed  his 
tale  you  will  have  the  same  opinion. 
EespectfuUy,  &c., 

J.  F.  FARIAS WOETH, 

[11. 1  Colonel,  Commanding  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Camp  Lincoln,  Henrico  County,  Va.,  Tuesday,  June  24, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter, 

Provo8t-31arshal- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General  :  The  following  statement  was  made  at  this  ofBce  this  p.  m. 
by  (Jharles  Rian,  arrested  by  Colonel  Farnsworth,  cavalry,  and  sent  to 
these  headquarters  by  General  Porter,  to  wit: 

Charles  Rian  states  that  he  is  seventeon  years  old ;  born  in  Iowa  City ;  left  there 
with  his  parents  at  the  as*'  of  three  or  four  years;  moved  to  Albany,  -where  his 
father  wiis  engaged  in  the  hide  business,  having  a  branch  in  Montreal.  States  he 
left  Albany  with  his  mother  at  the  age  of  live  years  and  went  to  New  Orleans; 
remained  there  with  .John  Brewster  (an  uncle);  attended  school  (his  mother  in  the 
nieantirae  was  going  to  and  from  New  Vorli,  Albany,  and  different  other  places  in 
the  North)  where  informant  remained  four  years,  and  went  to  Saint  Mary's  Parish, 
about  150  miles,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  he  met  his  mother  (this  was  in  the  hot 
season);  remained  with  her  and  an  uncle,  Henry  Brewster,  about  six  weeks,  or 
rather  months,  .and  thence  to  Bayou  La  Fourche,  loa\  ing  his  mother,  where  ho 
remained  about  two  years;  remained  with  friends  sporting  around.  In  the  mean- 
time his  father  had  sold  out  his  interest  in  Albany  and  Montreal  and  taken  \ip  his 
residence  in  Baltimore,  his  mother  still  remaining  at  his  uncle's  at  Saint  Mary's  Parish. 
Informant  went  to  Baltimore  and  met  his  father;  remained  a  month  or  two,  and 
thence  to  New  Orleans  with  his  uncle,  John  Brewster;  remained  two  or  three  years, 
going  to  Dolbear's  Commercial  Institute,  until  the  war  broke  out.  Left  New 
Orleans  soon  after  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  when  he  went  to  Baltimore;  remained 
with  hi.s  father  two  weeks  or  so  (his  mother  still  remaining  at  Saint  Mary's) ;  thence 
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to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  ]io,  remained  in  and  about  the  city  with  A.  C.  Alexander 
(no  relation),  a  commission  merchant,  also  with  Lamin  Alexander  (same  business 
and  place),  and  with  other  parties  whose  names  informant  does  not  remember, 
leaving  1st  of  March  or  thereabout,  last;  went  to  Baltimore;  remained  a  day  or  two 
with  his  father,  who  is  in  the  commission  business,  store  212  Levee;  does  not  know 
what  street,  but  his  place  of  business  is  on  the  river;  boards  at  a  private  house;  the 
street  and  number  he  does  not  remember.  Informant  left  the  city  and  joined  the 
First  Jlaryland  between  Wincliester  and  Harper's  Ferry  on  tlio  18th  of  JIarch  last; 
joined  Company  E,  Captain  Bass,  Colonel  Kelley  commanding;  tiiey  were  in  a  bri- 
gade commanded  by  a  man  with  a  German  name ;  heard  it,  but  does  not  now  remem- 
ber it.  States  Company  E  was  detailed  as  scouts  about  three  weeks  after  he  joined 
It,  and  that  informant  was  in  tlie  battle  of  \Muchester  and  Front  Eoyal;  was  taken 
prisoner  and  conveyed  to  Lynchburg,  where  ho  was  confined  about  two  weeks  or  so, 
when  he  made  his  escape  through  the  assistance  of  some  young  ladies  who  had 
called  twice  at  the  prison,  evincing  a  great  deal  of  friendship.  While  there  one 
(hiy  one  of  them  (does  not  know  their  names)  said  to  informant,  "  Why  do  you  not 
escape?"  Informant  answered,  "How  can  I?"  When  the  young  lady  said  she 
would  engage  the  sentinel  while  he  slipped  out  (this  was  in  the  evening).  She  did  so, 
and  he  did  slip  out,  and  went  to  Richmond;  walked  up  the  railroad,  reaching  the 
above  city  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant,  he  tbinks;  he  was  four  days  on  the 
way,  arriving  there  in  the  evening;  left  the  same  night  for  Ashland.  Having  been 
to  Richmond  about  four  years  since  (which  fact  he  had  forgotten  previously  to 
state),  was  somewhat,  a  very  little,  acquainted  with  the  city;  found  a  map  at  the 
library  in  the  capitol,  which  he  examined  and  left  for  Ashland  over  the  county  road 
in  the  night;  had  no  trouble  in  leaving  the  city  or  on  the  road  until  he  reached 
Ashland,  and  then  was  not  molested;  was  in  the  camp  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cav- 
alry, perhaps  two  miles  from  Asblaud,  in  tbe  direction  of  Richmond;  saw  the  Jefl". 
Davis  Legion  from  Mississippi,  who  were  encamped  directly  opposite  the  Fourth 
Virginia  Cavalry ;  informant  passed  directly  along  the  road  between  the  two  en- 
campments. 

The  following  informant  has  not  stated  to  any  one  before,  and  being  informed  that 
General  McClellan  would  see  this  statement,  states  as  follows :  States  after  passing 
the  above  cavalry  he  went  directly  to  Ashland,  got  upon  the  cars  at  Ashland,  and 
went  down  to  the  burnt  bridge,  crossed  over,  and  got  u])on  the  train  and  went  to 
Gordonsville;  tbere  he  saw  two  or  three  brigades  of  Jackson's  immediate  brigade; 
one  of  tbem  was  General  Taylor's;  theother  two  ho  does  not  remember,  and  in  return- 
ing saw  troops  stationed  at  Louisa  Court-House,  and  coming  up  to  Frederick's  Hall 
(next  station)  all  of  Major-Geueral  Whiting's  troops,  four  brigades  (General  Hood's 
was  one).  General  Whiting's  old  brigade  (does  not  know  who  commands  it)  and 
another,  a  Georgia  brigade,  and  the  fourth  does  not  know.  These  are  Jaclison's 
re-enforcements,  and  from  wliat  ho  could  glean  they  came  from  Richmond  to  Lynch- 
burg and  to  Cljarlottesville,  thence  to  Staunton,  where  they  remained  until  .lack- 
sou's  army  fell  back  to  Charlottesville;  then  these  ro-entorcements  stationed  at 
Staunton  came  up  to  Gordonsville  on  tiie  cars.  Ewell's  command  arrived  at  (jor- 
donsville  before  Jackson's,  and  in  the  meantime  this  division  (tbe  re-enforce- 
ments) of  Whiting's  came  up  to  Frederick's  Hall,  where  informant  saw  tbem,  remain- 
ing a  whole  day:  heard  officers  and  also  privates  say,  "Wish  to  God  it  was  the 
28tli;"  does  not  know  what  they  meant,  unless  they  intended  to  attack  us  in  the 
rear  upon  that  day,  and  having  heard  of  Stuart's  operations  concluded  it  was  done 
to  ascertain  the  situation  of  our  forces.  States  he  also  heard  a  lieutenant  say  (while 
informant  was  at  Frederick's  Hall)  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Jolmston  to  make  the 
attack  in  front  on  that  day  and  for  Jackson  toco-operate  simultaneously  in  the  rear. 
Informant  thiuks  it  was  on  the  evening  of  tbe2l8t  iustant(tho  evening  of  the  day  he 
heard  the  above  remark)  that  he  left  tbe  last-named  place  (Frederick's  Hall)  and 
walk[ed]  to  Ashland,  forty-odd  miles,  and  from  Ashland  informant  came  a  circuitous 
route,  consuming  a  day  and  a  half,  and  readied  our  lines  or  pickets  on  the  Central 
Railroad,  about  four  miles  from  the  camp  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  by  whom  he 
was  arrested.  States  after  leaving  Ashland  passed  through  a  forest  about  two  miles 
and  iu  coming  into  the  Telegrapli  road  encountered  a  rebel  picket  within  a  few  yards 
who  lircd  upon  him,  when  he  ran  one  way  and  tbe  picket  another.  Informant  then 
pursued  his  course  down  tbe  'felegraph  road,  striking  a  small  stream  (heard  tlie  name, 
but  does  not  remember)  running  in  ratlier  an  easterly  direction.  Informant  inquired 
of  a  farmer  (who  was  a  magistrate)  just  after  he  left  Ashland  what  course  he  must 
take  to  carry  liini  in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  Yankee  ])ickets,  using  the  term  Yankee  and 
representing  that  he  was  a  scout  for  the  Confederacy  in  order  to  convince  the  old 
fellow  that  he,  informant,  was  all  right.  Tbe  old  niau  marked  out  tbo  course  inform- 
ant must  take  in  order  to  reach  the  nearest  Union  picket  without  e.xposnre.  Inform- 
ant followed  the  small  stream  (previously  menti(med)  about  three  miles,  until  he 
struck  the  Central  Railroad,  and  followed  dowu  the  railroad  about  three  miles,  and 
it  being  dark  went  to  a  house  at  the  left  of  the  railroad,  asked  to  stay  all  night,  was 
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told  he  could  not,  and  then  inquired  how  far  the  Union  pickets  were;  the  man  then 
asked  him  who  he  (informant)  wiis  iiud  informant  stated  he  wns  a  Confederate  scout- 
the  man  then  told  him  (which  afterward  tinned  ontto  bo  true)  just  where  ourpickets 
were.  Informant  then  left,  took  his  direction,  and  got  into  the  county  road;  went 
down  about  half  a  mile  (it  was  very  dark  and  stormy),  and  while  walking  along 
brought  up  against  a  rope,  which  nearly  threw  him  down,  or  nearly  so;  instantane- 
ously informant  heard  the  rustling  of  bushes  and  the  click  of  a  gun,  when  inioruiant 
immediately  prostrated  himself  and  crawled  ofl';  going  hack  some  distance  came  to 
a  haystack,  where  ho  secreted  himself  until  morning,  and  in  tlio  morning  early  he 
crossed  over  to  the  Central  Railroad;  going  down  a  short  distance  saw  some  cavalry, 
and  not  knowing  if  they  were  Union  or  Confederates,  got  into  the  bushes  hastily  and 
walked  for  a  mile  or  more,  thence  back  up<in  the  railroad;  walking  a  short  distance 
saw  some  cavalry  -within  sight  on  the  right-hand  side ;  coming  nearer  saw  they  wore 
our  uniform;  boldly  stepping  up  told  them  who  he  was,  and  tbey  conducted  him  to 
a  major  commanding  two  regiments,  which  proved  to  be  a  portion  of  the  Eighth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry.  States  he  was  detained  and  asked  a  thousand  and  one  questions,  then 
sent  to  the  colonel's  headfjuarters  (does  not  remember  his  name),  where  he  was  again 
questioned  and  well  treated,  and  then  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  of  some  division, 
and  from  there  to  these  headquarters.    This  all  happened  on  the  24th. 

Informant  states  that  he  had  our  uniform  on  when  he  arrived  at  Lynchburg; 
traded  ofi'  the  coat  for  the  one  he  lias  on ;  sold  the  pantaloons  to  procure  money  to 
travel  on;  does  not  remember  exactly  what  ho  received  for  them,  but  thinks  it  was 
$2  or  $3.  The  pantaloons  ho  purchased  in  Lynchburg;  does  not  remember  what  he 
gave  for  them;  has  no  vest;  does  not  remember  where  ho  got  the  hat  (straw)  that  he 
has,  but  does  not  know  if  he  traded  for  it  or  picked  it  up;  knows  he  obtained  it 
between  Richmond  and  Ashland,  as  it  bothered  him  when  he  came  to  get  in  the 
woods.  States  he  wore  our  regular  blue  cap  until  he  got  the  straw  hat.  Informant 
has  in  his  possession  a  75-cent  Lynchburg  shinplaster.  States  he  never  studied 
military  tactics,  but  has  frequently  looked  over  Gilham's  and  Hardee's.  States  the 
reason  that  he  is  so  well  posted  as  to  generals,  brigades,  divisions,  etc.,  he  is  in  the 
habit  of  makiug  a  memorandum  of  anything  that  would  interest  him.  States  he  has 
a  very  good  memory,  and  would  make  any  memorandum  that  he  wished  to  on  a  slip 
of  paper,  retain  it  a  few  days  until  impres.sed  ui)on  his  mind,  then  cast  the  paper 
away.  States  his  father,  Stephen  Eian  (as  previously  stated),  was  in  Baltimore  when 
he  left ;  has  not  heard  from  him  since  that  time,  and  if  not  in  Baltimore  may  have 
gone  to  New  Orleans,  or  Saint  Mary's,  where  his  mother  was  when  he  last  heard  from 
her  by  letter  directed  to  him  at  Harper's  Ferry  or  some  place  in  A'irginia.  States  his 
mother's  name  ere  she  was  married  was  Mary  Brewster,  and  that  Henry  Brewster, 
with  whom  she  was  staying  in  Saint  Mary's  Parish,  is  a  brother  of  his  mother's,  so  also 
Jolin  Brewster.  States  he  has  a  host  of  relatives  living  in  the  North  and  South  also, 
but  is  unable  to  give  their  names,  or  where  they  reside ;  could  if  he  was  home  (Saint 
Mary's  Parish)  by  looking  over  old  iiles  of  letters.  States  he  is  acquainted  with  two 
young  men  in  Baltimore;  one  of  their  names  is  Frank  Maes;  does  not  remember  the 
other  ones  name;  "is  not  a  very  good  hand  to  remember  names,"  unless  his  attention 
is  particularly  called  to  it,  unless  it  might  be  some  person  of  high  standing.  States 
he  does  not  know  how  many  Union  prisoners  were  conlined  at  Lynchburg,  except 
that  there  were  forty  confined  where  he  was.  States  the  battle  of  Front  Royal  was 
on  the  23d  of  May  last,  if  he  remembers  right.  States  he  never  heard  of  Johnston's 
being  wounded. '  States  he  has  not  heard  anything  more  than  there  was  a  fight 
between  our  forces  and  the  rebels  near  Richmond;  did  not  hear  the  exact  place 
where  it  occurred.  States  coming  hero  in  the  way  he  has  there  is  no  doubt  in  his 
mind  that  he  is  looked  upon  with  suspicion,  but  he  considers  he  is  as  good  a  Union 
boy  as  ever  shouldered  a  musket.  States  that  in  passing  through  the  cavalry  camps 
near  Ashland  (previously  mentioned)  he  learned  through  a  passing  remark  from  some 
one  (it  was  dusk  or  dark)  that  General  Jackson  was  at  or  near  Gordonsville,  and  his 
curiosity  being  excited,  and  ho  being  determined  to  come  within  the  lines  of  the 
Union  army,  determined  to  obtain  all  the  information  in  his  power  that  would  aid 
General  McClellan,  thereby  took  the  steps  he  did,  and  went  to  Gordonsville,  as  pre- 
viously stated.  States  while  in  camp,  after  he  joiued  the  First  Maryland,  he  took 
occasion  to  study  the  map  and  make  himself  as  familiar  as  jiossible  with  the  coun- 
try, its  roads,  &c.,  and  their  company  being  selected  as  a  scouting  one,  he  took  more 
pains  to  inform  himself  in  order  to  be  perfectly  famil  iar  with  the  country.  States  he 
does  not  know  from  whom  their  company  received  their  orders,  and  that  the  captain 
was  not  always  with  them,  that  the  company  was  mostly  made  np  of  Baltimoreans, 
that  they  scouted  around  to  obtain  information  of  the  enemy,  and  some  of  them  even 
went  so  far  as  to  enter  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  but  he  never  did  :  his  position  was  that 
more  of  a  sharpshooter,  and  he  is  not  sure  that  the  name  of  the  colonel  (as  given  by 
him)  is  correct,  or  that  the  companv  was  really  known  as  belonging  to  the  regiment. 
Informant  states  that  while  he  was'with  the  company  (which  was  but  a  short  time) 
they  never  drilled  with  the  regiment. 
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I  would  most  respectfully  state  that  this  young  man  is  one  of  the 
most  important  persons  that  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  examine,  being 
highly  educated,  shrewd,  and  thoroughly  posted  upon  the  names  of  all 
the  leading  generals  in  the  rebel  army,  and  in  military  matters  thor- 
oughly posted.  He  has  evinced  great  anxiety  since  lie  has  come  here 
to  have  an  interview  with  Major-General  McClellan,  saying  his  only 
object  in  acting  as  he  has  since  he  left  the  prison  at  Lynchburg  being 
to  acquire  information  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  to  the  major- 
general  commanding.  Various  inconsistencies  and  contradictions  will 
be  observed  in  the  detail  of  his  personal  history,  though  his  statement 
in  regard  to  the  military  movements  of  the  rebels  all  appear  consistent, 
and  even  after  a  rigid  examination  he  still  adheres  with  great  particu- 
larity to  that  portion  of  his  statement.  My  own  impression  is  that  he 
has  been  sent  within  our  lines  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  us  the 
precise  information  which  he  lias  thus  conveyed.  On  searching  his 
person  I  find  the  following  memorandum  concealed  in  his  drawers : 

Baker. 
Stblton : 

Say  to  him  that  Doct.  Liimpkins  is  -well  in  Richmond. 

The  above  memorandum  is  written  on  a  printed  sheet,  apparently  of 
a  pamphlet  of  a  highly  rebellious  character.  In  explanation  of  how  he 
came  in  possession  of  this  memorandum  he  states  that  this  was  handed 
to  him  by  the  lady  who  aided  him  to  escape  from  the  prison  in  Lynch- 
burg, to  be  handed  by  him  to  a  person  in  the  suburbs  of  Lynchburg, 
which  would  make  him  (Eian)  known  to  this  person,  who  would  aid 
him,  but  that  he  (Rian)  did  not  so  call.  I  would  respectfully,  however, 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  prisoner  Eian  was  taken  by  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  within  about 
one  or  two  miles  of  the  house  of  Doctor  Lumpkins,  who,  you  will  find  by 
reference  to  my  map,  resides  on  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike,  at  a  point 
on  that  road  fifteen  miles  from  Ashland.  Doctor  Lumpkins  has  been 
an  active  rebel,  and  fled  to  Richmond  upon  the  approach  of  our  army, 
and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  more  than  probable  that  his 
intention  was  to  go  to  Lumpkins  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  infor- 
mation to  the  rebels  within  our  lines,  or  receiving  information  from 
persons  at  Lumpkins'  or  connected  with  Lumpkins'  liamily,  and  convey- 
ing the  same  to  the  enemy.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
information  conveyed  by  Rian  is  or  may  be  of  such  a  character  as  to 
require  immediate  attention,  and  in  conclusion  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  prisoner  Rian  be  held  in  close  confinement  as  a 
spy  until  the  future  shall  develop  the  truth  or  falsity  of  his  statement. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[11.]  E.  J.  ALLEF. 

Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

Neio  Berne,  June  24, 1862.     (Received  9  p.  m.  27th.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D,  G.  : 

All  quiet  in  this  department.  Governor  Stanly  returned  from 
Washington,  N.  C,  last  evening.  His  visit  was  a  decided  success. 
Will  write  you  to-day  fully  as  to  the  result  of  our  interview.*  He 
sends  his  compliments  to  you.    Cars,  engines,  and  horses  are  arriving. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

[9.]  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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StkASBUEG,  June  24, 1862. 

^      T.  ,.  o,  (Beceived  10.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Kelley's  scouts  report  no  enemy  between  Fninkliu  and  New 
Creek. 

J.  0.  FEJfiMONT, 
[12.]  Major- General,  Gommanding. 


Special  Oedeks,  )  Headquakters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  192,  ]  Gamp  Lincoln,  Va.,  June  25,  1862. 

7.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin,  volunteer  service,  having  reported  for 
duty  at  these  headquarters,  is  assigned  to  the  brigade  lately  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Morell.  He  will  accordingly  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  J.  Porter,  commanding  Fifth  Provisional  Corps,  without 
delay. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[11. 1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  25, 1862. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsboeoxigh, 

Norfolk,  Va.: 
I  am  informed  that  the  two  additional  gun-boats  ordered  to  the 
White  House  have  arrived  at  that  place. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11.]  Major-General,  Gommanding. 


Headquaetees  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

June  25,  1862 — 8  p.  m.  , 
General  E.  V.  Sumnee  : 

General  Heintzelman  reports  that  at  7.30  p.  m.  your  pickets  did  not 
connect  with  his.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  please 
have  this  attended  to  at  once.    Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  25,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Morell, 

Commanding  Division : 
General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  keep  your  com- 
mand well  in  hand,  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice  with  three 
days'  rations.    All  officers  will  be  kept  in  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■^       ^  '  FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifjh  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  25,  1862. 
Brigadier  General  Cooke, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Reserve: 
General:  Tlie  commanding  general  directs  that  you  detail  a  force 
of  150  cavalry  under  a  good  officer  to  be  ready  at  4.30  a.  m.  tomorrow  to 
aiiswer  the  call  of  General  Woodbury,  and  to  escort  him  upon  an  exami- 
nation of  the  line  of  the  Totopotomoy  with  a  view  to  establish  a  line  of 
defense  in  case  of  attack. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
[11.] 


Headquarters  McCall's  Division, 

June  25,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Eetnolds, 

Commanding  at  Mechanicsville  : 
GENimAL :  If  you  have  not  already  sent  out  to  examine  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Pole  Greeu  Church  and  beyond  to  the  road  leading  to  Hanover 
Court  House,  send  orders  to  Farnsworth  to  explore  these  roads  as  far 
as  can  be  done  with  prudence.  Keports  of  a  column  of  8,000  men 
beyond  there  have  reached  here.  A  brigade  1,800  strong,  under  Col. 
E.  C.  Buclianan,  went  out  this  morning,  but  has  not  yet  been  heard  from. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McCail : 

H.  J.  BIDDLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[ll.J 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifth  Prov.  Army  Corps, 

No.  50.  )         Cam})  near  Nov   Bridge,  Ya.,  Juno  25,  1862. 

1.  Brigadier-General  Stoneman  having  re])orted  to  the  commanding 
general,  in  complian(;e  witli  instructions  from  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  is  assigned  to  tiio  coniinand,  lor  a  special  purpose,  of  the  fol- 
lowing force:  Tlie  cavalry  under  Brigadier-General  Cooke  and  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  one  light  battery,  two  regiments  of  infantry 
from  Morell's  division.  The  commanding  ofiBcers  of  tlie  infantry  regi- 
ments and  the  commanding  oflicer  of  tlie  battery  will  report  to  General 
Stoneman  to-night  at  these  lieadcjuarters.  The  commanding  officers 
from  (ieneral  Cooke  and  Colonel  Farnsworth  will  receive  their  instruc- 
tions from  (Teneral  Stoneman. 

2.  Brigadier-General  Morell  will  select  and  detail  two  regiments  of 
infantry  of  at  least  500  men  each  for  duty  with  General  Stoneman, 
commanders  to  report  as  above  directed. 

.J.  Colonel  Farnsworth,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  will  be  relieved  from 
duty  with  the  command  at  Mechanicsville,  and  will  receive  (U'ders  only 
from  General  Stoneman. 

4.  General  McCall  will  relieve  by  cavalry  from  his  own  command  the 
two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  now  on  duty  at 
Mechanicsville,  and  direct  them  to  report  without  delay  to  their  regi- 
mental commanders. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

1 11. 1  Axxixtnnt     A  iliiiin^f.fic'ncif/tl 
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Speciai.  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  145.  ^  Washington,  June  26,  1862. 

******* 
5.  Brigadier-General  Cook,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  army  corps  under  Brig.  Geu.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis,  to  whom  he  will 
report  iu  person. 

****•## 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 
[12.J  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

June  26,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Peck, 

Commanding  Division : 
General  :  1  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  the  corps  to 
state  that  information  has  been  received  from  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac  to  the  effect  that  Jackson  is  advancing  ou  the  right  flank 
of  this  army  toward  the  White  House.  The  general  desires  you  to 
direct  your  pickets  to  be  most  vigilant,  and  report  everything  of  impor- 
tance that  occurs;  also  that  you  will  have  every  man's  cartridge-box 
filled  with  cartridges,  your  caissons  filled,  and  your  command  prepared 
for  action,  but  let  them  rest  and  keep  fresh.  The  general  is  instructed 
to  direct  you  to  guard  Bottom's  Bridge  well  and  keep  a  sharp  lookout 
toward  White  Oak  Swamp.  A  preliminary  notice  to  be  vigilant  has 
been  sent  to  General  Naglee,  to  save  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  STTYDAM, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Ill-]  

Circular.]  Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

June  26,  1862. 

Information  has  been  received  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac that  McCall  and  two  brigades  of  Morell's  have  been  hotly  engaged 
near  Mechanicsville,  and  with  marked  success;  that  the  enemy  were  iu 
large  force,  but  were  badly  beaten.  Let  all  the  troops  throughout  the 
corps  be  informed  of  this  cheering  news. 
By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Keyes: 
■^  C.  C.  SUYDAM, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[11.]  

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  26,  1862. 

General  F.  J.  Porter: 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  use  all  the  means  in 
your  power  to  ascertain  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the  strength  of 
the  columns  of  the  enemy  moving  down  upon  you. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

ni.l  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquaexees  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

June  26, 1862. 
General  F.  J.  Portee: 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  instruct  General 
Stoneman,  in  case  he  is  pressed  on  toward  Tunstall's  Station  by  an 
overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  to  fall  back  thence  across  the  Ohick- 
ahominy  by  tlie  way  of  Baltimore  Gross-Eoads  or  by  any  other  feasible 
route.    Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees  Fifth  Peovisional  Aemy  Coeps, 

Gamp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  26, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Stoneman, 

Commanding  Forces  at  rear  of  Old  Church,  Va.: 
Geneeal  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  in  case  the  enemy 
go  down  toward  White  House,  you  retire  in  that  direction  with  your 
artillery,  infantry,  and  part  of  your  cavalry.  Hold  the  enemy  in  check 
as  long  as  possible  and  assume  a  defensive  line  near  Tunstall's,  and 
thus  aid  the  force  there  intrenching  and  preparing  to  defend  that  line. 
Direct  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  to  retire  slowly  and  resisting  upon  Cold 
Harbor.  In  the  event  of  retiring  your  forces  as  above,  you  will  send 
messengers  to  notify  General  Casey  at  White  House,  and  also  to  the 
commanding  general,  communicating  the  same  information  to  General 
Morell  and  General  Sykes  on  the  route ;  and  if  he  has  ample  notice  of 
the  retreat  or  probable  approach  of  tbe  enemy,  to  send  in  time  the 
trains  of  the  command  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  Chickahominy  over 
Sumner's  and  the  upi)er  bridges,  or  to  camp  in  the  valley  near  those 
bridges,  and  keep  up  frequent  communicatiou  of  your  position  and 
movements,  those  of  the  enemy,  his  strength,  artillery,  infantry,  and 
cavalry,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  his  presumed  destination. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PKED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hbadqxjaetees  Fifth  Peovisional  Aemy  Coeps, 

Camp  near  Keic  Bridge,  Va.,  June  26,  1863. 
Brigadier-General  Moeell, 

Commanding  Division: 

Geneeal:  The  commanding  general  desires  to  see  you  and  your 
brigade  commanders  at  0  o'clock  this  morning  at  these  headquarters. 
Hold  your  command  in  readiness,  ready  to  march  at  short  notice. 
Officers  and  men  will  remain  in  canq).  Wlien  the  order  is  given  to 
march,  camps  will  be  struck,  wagons  packed,  and  the  train  will  pass 
across  the  river  and  park  near  General  McClellan's  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Same  to  General  Sykes,  with  the  exception  of  brigade  commanders. 
Very,  &c., 

P.  T.  LOCKE, 

[il-]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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IlEADCjUARTEKS  FiFTH  PROVISIONAL   ARMY   CORPS, 

Cami)  near  Neiv  Bridge,  Va.,  June  3G,  1862. 
Oolouel  McQuADE, 

Comdg.  Fourteenth  Regiment  Neio  Yoric  Volunteers  and 

Late  Commander  of  the  Second  Brig.,  MoreWs  Division : 
Colonel:  The  cominauding  general  desires  me.to  say,  in  sending  a 
copy  of  the  order*  assigning  Brigadier-General  Ciriffin  to  the  brigade 
which  has  been  successfully  and  satisfactorily  and  in  action  gallantly 
commanded  by  you,  that  the  assignment  is  made  only  in  consequence 
of  the  ordinary  routine  of  duty  which  compels  to  be  given  a  brigadier- 
general  the  command  appropriate  to  his  rank.  The  commanding  gen- 
eral further  desires  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  success  in  every 
respect  during  all  the  time  you  have  been  in  command,  and  now,  when 
turning  it  over  to  your  successor,  hopes  the  recollections  of  your  duty 
then  will  ever  be  as  pleasant  and  satisfactory  to  yourself  as  it  is  now 
and  will  be  to  all  members  of  your  command  and  to  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


June  26, 1862—2,15. 
General  Eeynolds  : 

The  enemy  is  reported  to  be  advancing  in  force  on  the  Pamunkey 
road.  Withdraw  your  regiment  from  the  grove.  Order  Farnsworth 
to  observe  the  enemy  closely  and  report  to  you  whatever  occurs. 
Have  your  wagons  packed  with  such  baggage  as  the  men  do  not  carry, 
and  a  guard  detailed  to  conduct  them  to  General  McClellan's  head- 
quarters should  we  advance,  or  find  it  necessary  to  withdraw.  Send 
some  of  your  best  officers  to  observe  the  enemy.  They  should  be 
mounted  and  have  with  them  mounted  messengers  to  bring  frecjuent 
reports  to  keep  the  major-general  commanding  fully  posted  at  all  times, 
as  the  movements  of  the  entire  army  may  depend  on  the  information 
he  may  get. 

GEO.  A.  McOALL, 

ni  1  Brigadier- Oetieral,  Commanding  Division. 


Division  Headquarters, 
June  20, 1862—2.20  p.  m.    (Received  2.40  p.  m.) 
General  Meade: 

Have  all  your  wagons,  except  ammunition  wagons  and  such  as  you 
cannot  dispense  with,  packed  and  sent  across  the  river  to  the  vicinity  of 
General  McClellan's  headquarters.  Hold  your  command  ready  for  action 
at  a  moment's  notice.    This  order  comes  from  General  Marcy. 

CJEO.  A.  McCALL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

You  will,  of  course,  send  a  small  guard  with  your  train. 

[11.] 


G.  A.  M. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fifth  Prov.  Army  Corps, 

No.  58.  )  Camp  near  New  Bridge,  Va.,  June  26, 1862. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
Colonel  Tyler,  First  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteer  Artillery,  is  (with 
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the  exception  of  the  companies  now  doing  duty  with  the  batteries  on 
this  side  of  the  Chickahoniiny  E.iver)  relieved  from  duty  with  Sykes' 
division.  Colonel  Tyler  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Barry,  chief 
of  artillery. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Lincoln,  June  26,  1862 — 6  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Casey, 

White  House: 

The  general  commanding  wishes  yon  to  keep  your  cavalry  scouts 
well  out  along  the  Pamunkey  to  communicate  immediate  intelligence 
of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  main  body  should  be  at  Tunstall's 
Station,  with  scouts  well  thrown  out  to  give  timely  notice  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  The  cavalry  force  to  have  orders,  in  case  of 
being  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  to  retire  by  Baltimore  Cross-Eoads 
across  the  Chickahominy,  saving  such  scouts  as  may  be  needed  to  con- 
vey you  intelligence.  This  body  should  also  have  scouts  out  to  watch 
any  body  of  the  enemy  approaching  from  the  lower  Chickahominy 
across  Jones'  Bridge.  In  case  you  find  yourself  pressed  at  the  White 
House  by  a  body  of  the  enemy  which  cannot  be  resisted,  you  are  to 
abandon  that  depot  and  repair  on  board  such  vessels  as  may  be  at  hand. 
Instructions  have  already  been  given  to  the  staff  departments,  in  case 
of  the  abandonment  of  the  depot,  to  destroy  all  public  property  that 
cannot  be  carried  off. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  26,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  D.  McViCAR, 

Gomdg.  Squadron  6th  N'.  Y.  Cavalry,  Beyond  Dispatch  Station  : 
The  enemy  has  crossed  the  Chickahominy  in  force,  and  straggling 
parties  may  make  their  way  to  the  railroad.  The  conmianding  general 
desires  you  to  keep  scouts  out  in  every  direction,  and,  if  pressed  hard, 
to  retire  across  the  Chickahominy.  Do  not  allow  your  troops  to  get 
stampeded.  The  enemy  has  been  severely  handled  to-day  by  our  troops 
on  the  right. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[li-]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  King's  Division, 
Opposite  Frederichshurg,  June  26,  1862 — 11.20  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  11.45  a.  ni.) 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

A  contraband  has  just  arrived  here  who  left  Louisa  Court-House, 
thirty-five  miles  or  more  from  this  point,  at  sundown  Tuesday.  He 
reports  that  Ewell's  and  Jackson's  troops,  40,000  or  60,000,  passed  this 
(Louisa)  court-house  on  tbeir  way  to  Eichmoud  Friday,  Saturday, 
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Sunday,  and  Monday.  The  soldiers  said  they  were  all  leaving  the 
mountains,  except  a  few  cavalry,  and  going-  to  EichiQond.  The  con- 
traband saw  the  troops  passing  during  four  days,  and  describes  [them] 
as  worn  out  and  looking  hard.  His  own  master  was  among  them,  and 
got  home  Sunday  night.  The  contraband's  reason  for  leaving  was,  that 
now  that  tlie  Southern  troops  had  fallen  back,  the  people  expected  the 
Yankees  to  follow,  and  were  hurrying  oft'  all  the  young  and  able-bodied 
negroes  farther  south. 

IIUPUS  KING, 
[12.]  Brigadier-General. 


MiDDLETOWN,  Ya.,  June  26,  1862. 

(lleceived  7.30  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Circumstances  had  brouglit  the  troops  now  with  me  into  a  state  of 
incipient  scurvy,  and  their  enfeebled  condition  induced  much  illness, 
more  especially  of  typhoid  fevers.  There  is  consequently  dispropor- 
tionate number  of  ill  and  unavailable  men.  I  have  taken  up  here  a 
very  strong  and  healthy  position,  and  am  establishing  a  good  camp 
hospital  for  sick  and  wounded.  The  weather  is  favorable.  Good  and 
sufficient  provisions  and  other  supplies,  and  our  men  will  rapidly  recover 
health  and  strength.  I  am  calling  in  all  detachments,  gathering  up 
convalescents  and  absentees,  and  if  it  can  be  so  managed  that  we  are 
here  some  little  time,  in  this  way  the  numerical  strength  of  the  corps, 
and  more  especially  its  effective  strength,  will  be  greatly  increased. 

J.  0.  FEfiMONT, 

[12.]  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 
Near  Middletown,  June  26, 1862.     (Keceived  8.45  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Your  dispatch  which  transmits  to  me  the  order  of  the  President 
constituting  the  Army  of  Virginia  was  received  this  afternoon  at  7 

o'clock.*  . 

J.  C.  PEfiMONT, 

[12.]  Major-Oeneral,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Gamp  Lincoln,  June  27, 1862 — 6'  a.  m. 
General  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Third  Corps: 
General  commanding  directs  that  you  immediately  send  two  compa- 
nies of  Averell's  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  patrol  the  line  of  tlie 
railway  between  Tunstall's  and  Dispatch  Stations.  Instruct  their  com- 
mander to  keep  his  scouts  well  out  and  vigilant  on  both  sides  ot  the 
road,  especially  toward  James  River.  If  pressed  by  a  superior  force 
they  will  retire  across  the  Chickahominy. 

By  command:  S.WILLIAMS, 

[11  1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*See  Vol.  XII.  Part  III,  p.  435. 
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Headquakteks  Fourth  CoKPrf, 

June  27, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Peck, 

Commanding  Division : 
Geneeal:  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  the  corps  to 
inquire  the  present  condition  of  the  White  Oak  bridge.  Is  it  in  con- 
dition for  travel  or  not?  Does  it  need  repairs;  and  if  so,  can  you  not 
have  the  materials  necessary  to  repair  it  ready  on  the  spot?  The  gen- 
eral requires  the  bridge  repaired  thoroughly,  unless  it  will  attract  notice. 
He  desires  the  material  necessary  to  repair  it  made  ready  and  availaWe 
on  the  spot  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

«  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufiacient,"  &c.    A  company  of  cavalry  has 
been  sent  to  General  Naglee. 
[11.] 


nEABQUARTEKS  FOUETH  AeMY  GoEPS, 

June  27, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Peck, 

Commanding  Division: 
Geneeal  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  the  corps  to 
state  that  he  has  ordered  another  battery  to  report  to  General  Naglee, 
but  that  he  cannot  obtain  any  intrenching  tools. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  SUYDAM, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[11.] 


Headqxtaetees  Foueth  Ooeps, 

June  27,  1862. 
Brigadier- General  Peck, 

Commanding  Division  : 
The  general  commanding  the  corps  instructs  me  to  write  you  as  fol- 
lows, under  directions  received  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
You  will  hold  your  present  position  at  all  hazards.  The  road  to  the 
James  Biver  over  White  Oak  Swamp  must  be  kept  open.  An  attack 
may  come  upon  us  from  the  right,  near  Bottom's  Bridge.  You  will 
keep  your  scouts  well  out,  to  give  them  timely  notice  of  any  such 
attack,  and  should  it  be  made  in  overwhelming  force  the  bridges,  both 
railroad  and  Bottom's  Bridge,  will  be  destroyed.  Do  not  fail  to  give 
frequent  information  of  what  is  going  on,  as  the  crisis  is  critical.  A 
copy  of  the  above  has  been  sent  to  General  Naglee.  The  Seventh 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  You 
will  receive  re-enforcements  when  you  really  need  them,  but  do  uot 
apply  for  them  except  in  case  of  actual  necessity. 
Very  respectttdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  G.  SUYDAM, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
Ill-] 
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Hdqrs.  Battalion  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Poplar  Hill,  June  27,  1862. 
Brigadier  General  Peck, 

Commanding  Division : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night  I  established  a  line 
of  pickets  from  Watkins'  liouse,  above  Bottom's  Bridge,  extending  west 
to  Dispatch  Station;  thence  lor  about  three  miles  along  the  Cold 
Hnrbor  road,  in  the  direction  of  the  Hanover  road.  On  this  side 
of  the  Chickahominy  I  have  placed  a  patrol  to  examine  the  river  banks 
from  Bottom's  to  Long  Bridge.  I  have  just  received  a  report  from  the 
pickets  and  patrol;  all  quiet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KBBNAN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Companies.  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

[11.] 


Camp  of  Peck's  Division, 

June  27,  1862—5.15  p.  m. 

\  Brigadier-General  Peck, 

Commanding  Division:] 

General  :  There  are  no  signs  of  the  enemy  on  the  New  Market  road. 
Our  scouts  have  advanced  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  New  Market. 
The  Quaker  and  new  Charles  City  roads  have  been  patrolled,  and  have 
found  no  trace  of  the  enemy  near  our  lines. 

1  liave  just  returned  from  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahominy.    All 

(luiet  there. 

P.  KEENAN, 

Captain,  Commanding  Companies,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

[11-J  "  

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  27, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  King, 

Falmouth: 
Please  report  yourself  immediately  in  person  to  this  Department  and 
be  prepared  to  assume  command  of  General  Fremont's  army  corps. 
^     ^  EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

[12.1 


Division  Headquarters, 
Fredericksburg,  June  27, 1862.     (Received  6  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Your  dispatch  is  just  received.    I  will  proceed  to  Washington  by  the 
first  opportunity.  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Brigadier-  General. 

[12.] 
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MiDDLETOWN,  Va.,  June  27,  1862 — 8  p.  in. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
All  is  quiet  to-night.     Plenty  of  rumors  which  call  out  our  cavalry 
on  scouting  duty,  but  no  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

K  P.  BANKS, 
[12.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  J).  C,  June  27,  1862. 
Major-General  Fe:6mont, 

Middletown : 
Your  telegram  requesting  ten  days'  leave  of  absence  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  President,  who  directs  me  to  say  that  at  the  present  time 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  require  that  you  should  remain  with  your 
command.    Leave  of  absence,  therefore,  cannot  be  granted. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.  J  Secretary  of  War, 


Middletown,  June  27, 1862 — 12.30  p.  m.. 

(Received  12.45  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  dispatch  of  this  date  declining  to 
grant  the  leave  of  absence  asked  for  by  me  yesterday. 

J.  (J.  FR15MONT, 
[12.]  Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  28,  1862—5.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

There  is  (juite  a  brisk  firing  at  railroad  bridge  and  at  Bottom's 
Bridge,  and  as  we  have  but  a  very  small  force  here  the  commanding 
general  desires  that  you  at  once  order  down  Sykes'  division,  provided 
everything  is  quiet  in  your  front.  Please  let  them  leave  camp  if  pos- 
sible so  as  not  to  have  the  troops  observed  by  the  enemy.  Please 
acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[11"]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Aemt  of  the  Potomac 

^  .      „        ^    -r  -r.  "^""^  28,1862—6'p.m. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter  : 

The  firing  at  the  railroad  and  Bottom's  Bridges  still  continues  very 
brisk.    Hurry  Sykes'  division  down. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[^^•J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  thk  Potomac, 

Savage's  Station,  June  28,  18G3 — 5.30  v.  m. 
Ool.  IT.  J.  Hunt, 

Artillery  Beserve,  Headquarters  General  Porter : 
The  coaimaudinp  general  directs  me  to  say,  in  answer  to  your  verbal 
inquiry  through  Lieuteuant-Ovilouel  Radowitz,  that  it  is  thought  that 
the  sick  you  find  it  necessary  to  leave  behind  sliould  be  left  with  med- 
ical attendance,  medical  supplies,  subsistence  for  at  least  twenty-five 
days,  and  such  tents  as  will  be  necessary  to  make  them  comfortable. 
Other  tents  in  your  command  will  have  to  be  destroyed,  as  directed  in 
the  circular  sent  out  this  day. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

June  28,  1862, 
Captain  Clark, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Savage's  Station: 
Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  immeaiately  have 
loaded  all  the  wagons  that  you  can  control,  with  subsistence  stores,  as 
follows:  Hard  bread,  sugar,  and  coffee.  The  wagons,  on  being  loaded, 
will  be  at  once  sent  by  you  to  White  Oak  Swamp.  On  arriving  there 
the  wagons  will  be  parked  in  some  convenient  place,  off  the  road  but 
near  to  it,  and  the  horses,  with  their  harness,  sent  immediately  back  to 
draw  artillery  over  the  road  and  swamp.  The  arrival  of  the  wagons 
to  be  reported  at  once  at  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
\ll,\  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  King's  Division, 

Opposite  Fredericksburg,  June  28, 1862—7.30  a.  m. 

(Received  8.40  a.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  shall  start  for  Washington  by  the  first  train  and  boat  to-day,  and 
report  myself  at  the  Department  immediately  on  my  arrival  in  the  city. 

rj2 1  Brigadier-General. 

Alexandria,  June  28,  1862. 

(Received  8.50  p.  m.) 

General  L.  THOMAS, 

A  (Ijutant-  General : 
Sir  :  Pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-General  McDowell,  two  brigades 
of  this  division  are  now  here  preparatory  to  embarkation  for  Richmond, 
viz,  the  Second  and  Third.  The  Fourth  Brigade  is  at  Cloud's  Mills  by 
the  same  orders  and  has  reported  to  General  Sturgis.  Onereginient 
of  the  First  Brigade  is  here  and  the  remainder  thereof  is  expected  to 
arrive  during  the  night.  My  only  orders  have  been  to  bring  the  First, 
Second,  and  Third  Brigades  here  preparatory  ^  embarking  for  Kich- 
^^r.A    a,..!  tn  snnflrintend  the  embarkation.    The  Third  Brigade  is 
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mostly  embarked,  but  are  somewhat  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  cook- 
ing rations,  procuring  forage  and  supplies,  which  is  now  going  on.  The 
command  has  not  received  its  supplies  of  quartermaster's  stores,  but 
should  do  so  before  sailing,  that  the  same  may  be  distributed  on  the 
voyage.  I  have  no  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the 
baggage,  horses,  wagons,  and  teamsters.  The  artillery  and  cavalry  1 
wasordered  to  leave  at  Bristoe,  and  have  no  information  as  to  their 
destination.  There  is  no  one  here  who  has  information  as  to  the 
destination  of  the  transports.  I  respectfully  await  orders. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OEEIS  S.  FERRY, 
[12.]  Brigadier-General. 

AXiEXANDKiA,  June  28,  1S02 — 13.15  p.  m. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
]\rajor-General  McDowell: 

The  Third  Brigade,  Shields'  division,  is  in  process  of  embarkation  at 
Pier  No.  1.  Neither  Captain  Ferguson,  assistant  quartermaster,  nor 
any  officer  on  the  boats,  knows  the  destination  of  the  transports,  and 
the  division  commissary  is  therefore  unable  to  judge  how  many  clays' 
rations  to  provide.  The  Fourth  Brigade  is  on  the  way  from  Manassas 
to  Cloud's  Mills.  The  First  and  Second  Brigades  are  at  Bristoe,  em- 
barking on  the  cars  as  rapidly  as  possible.  If  a  member  of  your  staff 
could  come  here  and  communicate  the  necessary  details  it  would  aid 
me  in  my  duties.  At  present  my  headquarters  are  at  the  Ellsworth 
House,  where  disiiatches  will  reach  me. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  O.  S.  FEEET, 

[12.]  Brigadier-General. 


Hdqks.  Thikd  ArAy  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  28,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Sturgis,  Commanding  Brigade: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
tbe  regiments  enumerated  in  your  communication  of  this  date,  viz, 
Fifty-ninth  New  York,  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania,  Ninety-first  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Thirty-second  Massachusetts,  properly  provided,  be  put 
in  motion  as  soon  as  possible  for  Alexandria,  there  to  embark  with  the 
division  now  under  orders  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Those 
troops  are  intended  to  take  the  place  of  Tyler's  and  Carroll's  brigades, 
of  Shields'  division,  which  are  not  to  embark,  and  which,  until  further 
orders,  will  constitute  a  portion  of  your  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
fl2.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  28,  1863—3.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  A.  Lincoln: 

Your  dispatch  has  reached  me.*  I  was  already  in  possession  of  the 
information  you  communicate.  Commodore  Goldsborough  is  with  me. 
No  effort  will  be  spared  to  effect  the  object  of  your  wishes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

[11>]  Major-  General. 

•SooVril      YT     P,.».+  TTT     ,,     OTn 
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MiDDLETOWN,  June  28,  1862—11  a.m. 

(Received  12.12  p.  m.) 
A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington  : 
Let  ine  eutreat  you  to  place  Sigel  in  command  of  this  corps. 

CARL  SCHUEZ. 
112.] 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Jiine  29,  1862—1.25  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sxtmner: 

I  Lave  just  seen  your  dispatch  to  General  Meagher  directing  him  to 
return  with  his  brigade  and  the  regiment  of  infantry,  by  the  railroad, 
to  your  position.  Unless  yon  are  threatened  with  a  superior  force  of 
the  enemy  I  prefer  that  these  troops  should  remain  here.  Please 
answer  immediately  by  telegraph. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

[11.]  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  29, 1862—9  a.  m. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  AVar: 
Colonel  Campbell,  commanding,  telegraphs  me  that  General  Stone- 
man  will  arrive  there  from  the  White  House  in  an  hour.  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  hear  directly  from  him,  but  will  keep  you  advised  of 
all  I  learn.  One  hundred  and  fifty  wagons  partly  laden  have  reached 
Williamsburg  from  the  White  House,  and  I  have  ordered  them  here. 

JNO.  A.  DIX, 
[11.1  Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  June  39, 1862 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  1.15  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Nothing  since  my  last  dispatch.  Unless  you  desire  me  to  cont'nue 
hourly  dispatches  I  will  only  telegraph  when  I  have  something  to  send. 
I  have  sent  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  Ingalls,  on  the  Pamunkey,  in  regard 
to  sending  further  supplies  to  the  James  River.  I  am  also  loading  a 
schooner  with  mixed  ammunition  for  same  destination.  I  can  get  no 
direct  communication  with  General  Stoneman  to  learn  what  orders  he 

has. 

JNO.  A.  DIX, 
ril_j  Major- General. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  29,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Sturgis, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 
General:  Major-General  McDowell  directs  that  you  repair  to  Alex- 
andria and  there  superintend  personally  the  disembarkation,  if  not 
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already  clone,  of  Tyler's  brigade,  and  tlie  embarkation,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, of  tbe  First  and  Second  Brigades,  of  Shields'  division,  wbicb  are 
to  go  to  Old  Point  Comfort.  Tbey  are  not  to  wait  for  tbe  brigade  just 
formed  of  the  regiments  from  your  command,  but  to  proceed  at  once 
and  to  be  followed  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  new  brigade.  The  gen- 
eral wishes  you  to  report  to  me  by  telegraph  as  fast  as  any  regiment  or 
brigade  shall  have  embarked,  left,  &c.,  for  the  information  of  the  War 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  29,  1862. 
MajorGeneral  Banks,  Middletoicn  : 

Major-General  Sigel  is  relieved  from  his  present  command  in  your 
corps  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  First  Army  Corps.  You 
will  please  designate  the  officer  to  whom  he  shall  turn  over  his  present 
command,  and  direct  him  to  report  to  Major-General  Pope  by  telegraph 
for  orders  awaiting  them  at  Middletown. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[12.]  Secretary  of  War. 

Middletown,  June  29,  1862—5.10  p.  m. 

(Received  7.40  p.  m  ) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Your  dispatch  received  at  1.55  p.  m.,  and  orders  issued  accordingly. 
All  quiet  today.  Hope  to  have  information  in  morning  which  will 
serve  to  demonstrate  position  of  the  enemy. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 

[l^.j  Major-General. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  I).  C,  June  29,  1862—1.35  p.  m. 
Ma,jor-General  Sigel,  Middletown: 

You  are  relieved  from  your  present  command  and  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  First  Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  will 
rejiort  immediately  by  telegraph  to  General  Pope,  at  Washington,  for 
orders,  turning  over  your  present  command  to  such  ofScer  as  Major- 
General  Banks  may  designate,  and  will  remain  at  your  present  post 
until  you  receive  his  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
fl2.]  Secretary  of  War. 

Middletown,  June  29, 1862—2  p.  m. 

(Received  2.10  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  29th  is  received,  and  will  be  executed  immedi- 
ately.    I  have  reported  to  Major-General  Pope  for  duty. 

F.  SIGEL, 
[12.]  Major- Qeneral. 
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Headquarters, 
Baltimore,  June  29,  1862 — 1.08  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  Kelley, 

Gumberland : 
I  have  been  placed  in  command  of  the  railroad  line  from  Baltimore  to 
Wheeling.  I  intended  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  Wheeling,  but  the  news 
to  day  from  Richmond  has  induced  me  to  postpone  the  tour.  I  will  let 
you  know  when  I  intend  to  make  it.  In  the  meantime  you  will  please 
to  make  a  report  of  the  number  of  troops  at  Cumberland  and  New 
Creek,  also  a  return  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  as  also  of  other 
supplies,  to  wit,  rations,  clothing,  &c.,  under  your  control  and  for  your 
command.  I  have  confirmed  your  order  to  Colonel  Mulligan  placing 
bim  in  command  of  the  troops  at  New  Creek.  The  order  placing  me  in 
command  of  the  road  to  Wheeling  orders  all  officers  on  the  road  to 
report  to  me  with  their  commands, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
[12.  J  Major-General. 

CtTMBERLAND,  June  29,  1862 — 3.50  p.  m. 

(Received  4.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Telegram  received.*    Your  orders  will  be  executed. 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 

n  2. 1  Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters, 
Baltimore,  June  29, 1862 — 1.08  p.  m. 

Col.  D.  S.  Miles, 

Harper'' 8  Ferry: 

You  will,  as  soon  as  you  can,  visit  Martin sburg  and  give  such  instruc- 
tions with  regard  to  position  as  you  may  judge  best  for  the  defense  of 
that  position.  Ascertain  the  number  of  men,  the  amount  of  ammuni- 
tion and  provisions  on  hand,  and  any  other  information  which  may  be 
necessary  to  learn  the  character  of  the  colonel  and  regiment.  I  intended 
to  visit  your  region  to-morrow,  but  information  from  Richmond  has 
induced  me  to  postpone  making  the  trip.         j^rr^  j,    WOOL 

r-^2  1  Major- General. 

Fortress  Monroe,  June  30, 1862—3.45  p.  m. 

Col.  J. 'P.  Taylor, 

Commissary- General  of  Subsistence: 

Our  loss  at  the  White  House  by  our  own  destruction  on  the  28th 
instant  will  not  amount  to  more  than  $85,000  or  $95,000.  The  articles 
were  principally  beans,  rice,  beef,  bacon,  pork,  whisky,  but  no  sugar, 
salt,orcoflee.  G.BELL, 

nil  Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


*Se6  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  444. 
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Headquarters, 

June  30, 1862. 
Major-General  McDowell,  'WillarWs  Hotel.,  Washington: 

The  First  and  Second  Brigades  have  all  left  except  five  companies  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  and  they  are  nearly  all  on  board.  The  Second 
Brigade  got  away  soon  after  light — the  other  about  10  o'clock  this 
morning.  The  four  additional  regiments  are  embarking  as  rapidly  as 
possible  on  their  arrival. 

S.  D.  STURGIS, 
[12.]  Brigadier- General. 

Headquaetees, 
Baltimore,  June  30,  1862 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley,  Cumberland: 

I  have  always  found  it  a  losing  game  to  detach  small  parties  any 
distance  from  the  main  body  of  the  troops,  except  as  patrols,  and  these 
ought  to  be  composed  of  cavalry  well  mounted  on  strong  and  fast 
horses,  and  the  men  and  ofQcers  should  be  selected  from  your  best  men. 
I  think  it  more  than  probable,  unless  you  have  ordered  them  to  Cum- 
berland or  some  other  station  where  the  main  body  may  be  located, 
that  the  troops  at  Petersburg,  as  you  suggested,  may  be  cajitured. 
What  was  the  object  of  stationing  such  small  detachments  at  Moore- 
field  and  Petersburg?  I  present  these  remarks  without  intending  to 
dictate  or  change  what  may  have  been  considered  proper  by  yourself 
or  ordered  by  others.  They  arc  beyond  my  authority,  and  therefore 
you  will  consider  this  in  no  other  light  than  suggestions  for  your 
consideration. 

JOHl«r  E.  WOOL, 

[12.  J  Major-General. 

Special  Ordees,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  Gkneeal's  Office, 

No.  149.  i  Washington,  July  1,  1862. 

******* 

5.  Brig.  Gens.  H.  Prince  and  G.  S.  Greene,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will 
report  for  duty  to  Major-General  I^pe,  commanding  Army  of  Virginia. 
******* 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
[12.]  Adjutant-General. 

[July  1,  18G2— 2  a.  m.  ?] 
General  Humpheets: 

General  McClellan  directs  that  you  see  that  the  proper  connections 
in  our  lines  be  made,  and  give  directions  to  any  commanders  in  this 
army  that  may  be  necessary  to  effect  this  object. 

E.  B.  MARGY, 

[11-]  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquaetees  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

July  1, 1862—9  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  J.  Poetee, 

Commanding  Fifth  Provisional  Corps: 
Geneeal:  The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  move  your  com- 

niiiiif]  a.f  nnr»p.   tliA  Art.illftrv  l?.ASprirA  TYimrinn'  fi».c?f  4-^  TTn««;...^«?.^  "d —        t_ 
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case  you  should  liud  it  impossible  to  move  your  heavy  artillery,  you 
are  to  spike  tlie  guns  and  destroy  tlie  carriages.  Couch's  command 
will  move  uuder  your  orders.  Oouimuuiiiate  these  instructions  to  him 
at  once.  The  corps  of  Heintzelman  and  Sumner  will  move  next.  Please 
communicate  to  General  Heintzelman  the  time  of  your  moving.  Addi- 
tional gunboats,  supplies,  and  re-enforcements  will  be  met  at  Harrison's 
Bar.  Stimulate  your  men  by  informing  them  that  re  enforcements,  &c., 
have  arrived  at  our  new  base. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan: 

JAMES  A.  HARDIE, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Aide-de-Ganij),  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headqtjakters  Akmt  op  the  Potomac, 

James  River,  July  1,  1862. 
Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsbobough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron: 
SiK :  I  would  most  earnestly  request  that  every  gun-boat  or  other 
armed  vessel  suitable  for  action  in  the  James  River  be  sent  at  once  to 
this  vicinity  and  placed  under  the  orders  of  Commander  llodgers  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  the  camps  and  communications  of  this  army. 
May  I  urge  that  not  an  hour  be  lost,  and  that  you  telegraph  to  tlie 
Navy  Department  reporting  the  request  I  make.  If  this  is  illegible,  I 
must  offer  as  an  excuse  the  extreme  exhaustion  under  which  I  am 
laboring. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
[11.]  Major-General,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  B.  0.,  Juhj  1,  1862—10.36  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Stoneman, 

J\'o.  31  Cathedral  Street,  Baltimore : 
The  Secretary  of  War  desires  you  to  report  yourself  to  him  at  the. 
Department  by  the  first  train  from  Baltimore. 

C.  P.  WOLCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[11-]  

Headqttarters, 
Baltimore,  July  1, 1862—2.30  p.  m.    (Received  3.30  p.  m.) 
Ma,).  Gen.  John  Pope  : 

I  have  just  received  your  two  telegrams  of  this  day.  I  am  decidedly 
in  favor  of  breaking  up  the  small  commands  in  the  interior  and  distant 
from  ihe  main  depot  of  forces.  As  I  mentioned  to  Brigadier-General 
Kelley,  small  forces  at  unsupportable  distances  from  the  main  forces  is 
generally  a  losing  game  with  an  enterprising  enemy  within  striking 
distance.  I  made  the  remark  from  the  fact  that  some  sixty  cavalry 
captured  but  three  or  four  days  since  54  men  at  Moorefield,  and  that 
Petersburg  was  thought  to  be  in  danger,  wliere  we  had  200  men.  I 
most  cordially  approve  of  all  you  propose.    It  may  be  necessary  to 
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keep  a  depot  of  supplies  at  Wheeling  for  the  troops  that  maybe  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  from  Wheeling  to 
Cumberland.  The  supplies  for  the  troops  between  Cumberland  and 
15altimore  can  be  supplied  from  the  latter  city.  I  will  direct  Bri- 
gadier-General Kelley  to  send  officers  to  Wheeling  and  to  supply  the 
places  of  the  officers  you  may  withdraw  from  the  railroad.  When  you 
leave  for  the  south,  I  would  suggest  the  occupation  of  Winchester  by 
a  considerable  force,  with  intrenched  camps;  also  Romney  and  Lees- 
burg.  These  three  points  control  most  of  the  roads  leading  to  the 
railroads,  «&c.  I  have  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  road  to  Winches- 
ter, as  well  as  to  Wheeling.  I  have  suggested  the  occupation  of  these 
points  in  order  to  prevent  what  has  but  recently  occurred  and  the 
effect  it  had  on  the  people  as  well  as  the  country  at  large.  I  have  a 
regiment,  just  arrived  from  Ohio,  for  the  camp  of  instruction.  I  think 
it  would  be  highly  proper  to  send  this  regiment  to  Winchester.  Please 
to  suggest  this  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  the 
people  quiet  in  that  region  of  country. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
[12.]  Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  — .  )  Camp  near  James  Biver,  July  3,  1862. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey  will  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Por- 
ter for  assignment  to  McCall's  division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  3,  1862. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  army  wishes  to  direct  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  the  general  officers  commanding  corps,  divisions,  and 
brigades  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  collecting  and  forming  the  com- 
mands ready  to  take  their  places  in  line  at  once.  The  safety  of  the 
army,  the  salvation  of  the  cause,  alike  require  the  utmost  and  most 
heroic  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  general  officers.  We  are  all  fatigued, 
officers  and  men  alike,  but  to  secure  the  necessary  repose  and  await  the 
coming  of  re  enforcements  it  is  imperative  that  the  troops  be  placed 
in  position  ready  for  action  at  once.  To  fail  in  this  duty  now  would  be 
as  fatal  and  reprehensible  as  failing  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Steamer  Ariel,  July  3, 1862. 
General  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Chief  Engineer : 

General  :  The  position  you  indicated  yesterday  is  a  good  one,  i.  e., 
it  can  readily  be  held  against  heavy  forces;  yet  it  strikes  me,  how- 
ever, that  it  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  somewhat  too  confined  for 
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the  large  train  and  number  of  troops  we  have.  It  is  liable  to  be 
slielled  at  long  range.  It  should  be  occupied  at  once  until  a  more 
extended  one  can  be  selected  which  will  keep  the  enemy  at  a  greater 
distance  and  secure  our  retreat  by  the  Charles  City  road,  should  it 
be  advisable  to  move  closer  to  the.  mouth  of  Chickiihominy.  I  would 
suggest  extending  our  position  a  little  farther  up  the  river,  selecting 
[original  manuscript  here  torn]  by  to-morrow  morning  at  latest.  My 
mmd  cannot  rest  easy  until  the  troops  occui>y  the  position  you  selected 
yesterday,  and  until  a  more  extended  one  is  ready  for  us,  and  I  beg 
that  you  will  employ  all  the  energy  of  the  corps  in  bringing  about  this 
satisfactory  result. 

I  am',  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[^^•]  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  — .  J      Camp  near  Harrison^s  Landing,  July  4,  1862. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey  is  relieved  from  duty  with  this  army,  and 
will  report  in  person  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

By  command  of  Maior- General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
[!!•]  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  194.  )      Camp  near  Harrisoii's  Landing,  July  5, 1862. 


# 


6.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  U.  S.  Army,  is  relieved  from  the 
command  of  the  Cavalry  Keserve,  and  from  duty  with  this  army,  and 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  Washington  and  report  for  instructions 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

13.  Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
appointed  acting  brigadier- geijpial,  and  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
all  the  cavalry  serving  in  this  army,  and  will  proceed  to  concentrate  it 
without  delay.  He  will  detail  to  the  different  corps  such  mounted 
force  as  may  be  required  for  orderly  duty,  [and]  will  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  the  proper  performance  of  all  outpost  and  other  duty  appertain- 
ing to  cavalry.  In  general  engagements  he  will  assign  to  the  diiierent 
portions  of  the  army  such  cavalry  force  as  may  be  necessary.  He  will 
report  direct  to,  and  receive  his  orders  from,  the  general  commanding 
this  army.  The  cavalry  serving  in  the  different  corps  will  report  to 
General  Averell  without  delay  at  Westover  Lauding. 

14.  Ferry's  brigade  is  assigned  to  duty  Avith  Peck's  division.  Fourth 
Corps,  which  it  will  join  without  delay. 

15.  Brig.  Gen.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  chief  quartermaster,  will  proceed 
to  Fort  Monroe  and  attend  for  the  present  to  sending  forward  troops 
and  to  the  affairs  of  his  department  at  that  point.  During  his  absence 
the  duties  of  chief  quartermaster  will  be  discharged  by  Lieut.  CoL 
Eufus  Ingalls,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 

m  1  Aooioinni    A diuffi/nt-GfiMeral. 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  July  5,  1862. 
General  Sumner, 

Berkeley,  Harrison's  Bar : 
As  an  acknowledgineDt  by  this  Department  for  your  gallant  and  dis- 
tinguished service  to  the  country,  1  had  the  pleasure  to  send  to  the 
President  this  morning  your  nomination  as  a  brevet  major-general  of 
the  regular  army,  and  also  as  a  major-general  of  volunteers.  Suitable 
acknowledgment  and  promotion  will  be  made  of  the  gallantry  of  all 
who  have  distinguislied  themselves  in  your  corps  when  official  reports 
are  received. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[11.]  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  I).  C,  July  3,  lSf,2. 
General  Heintzelman, 

Berkeley,  Harrison's  Bar: 
As  an  acknowledgment  by  this  Department  of  your  gallant  and  dis- 
tinguished service  to  the  country,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  send  to  the 
President  this  morning  your  nomination  as  brevet  brigadier  in  the 
regular  service,  and  also  as  major-general  in  the  volunteer  service. 
Suitable  acknowledgment  and  promotion  will  be  made  for  the  gallantry 
of  all  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  your  corps  when  otticial 
reports  are  received. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Generals  F.  J.  Porter  and  E.  D.  Keyes.) 

[11-]  

Special  Orders,  ;  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  195.  I      Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  July  G,  1862. 

******* 

8.  Paragraph  13,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  194,  of  yesterday's  date,  is 
revoked.  Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneniai^  chief  of  cavalry,  is  assigned  te 
the  command  of  all  the  cavalry  serving  in  this  army  except  the  Second 
United  States  and  Mclntyre's  squadron  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  and 
will  proceed  to  concentrate  it  without  delay.  He  will  detail  to  the  dif- 
ferent corps  such  mounted  force  as  may  be  required  for  orderly  duty. 
He  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  proper  performance  of  all  outpost 
and  other  duty  pertaining  to  cavalry.  In  general  engagements  he  will 
assign  to  the  different  portions  of  the  army  such  cavalry  as  may  be  nec- 
essary. He  will  organize  the  cavalry  under  his  orders,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  (Col.  Eicliard  H.  Kush),  into  two 
brigades,  to  be  commanded  by  Col.  William  W.  Averell,  Tliird  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Col.  David  McM.  Gregg,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
The  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry  will  be  under  the  orders  of  the  provost- 
marshal-general  as  heretofore,  and  Mclntyre's  squadron,  Fourth 
Cavalry,  will  remain  on  duty  at  general  headquarters.  The  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  will  be  organized  as  a  corps  of  guides,  and  will, 
by  frequent  reconnaissances  and  scouts,  be  kept  fully  instructed  as  to  the 
roads  and  the  character  of  the  country.    In  case  of  a  movement.  General 
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Stoneuiaii  will  send  detacliinents  from  this  regiment  to  guide  the  differ- 
eut  divisions.  General  Stouemau  will  report  direct  to,  and  receive  his 
orders  from,  the  general  commanding  this  army.  The  commanding 
oliicers  of  cavalry  serving  in  the  different  corps  will  at  once  report  in 
person  to  General  Stoueuian  at  these  headquarters. 

9.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory  is  relieved  from  duty  Avith  the  Cavalry 
Keserve,  and  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes,  commanding  Fourtli 
(^orps,  for  the  command,  temporarily,  of  Naglee's  brigade,  Peck's 
division. 

By  command  of  Major-(Teneral  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders, 


)   Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Third  Corps, 
[•  Gamp  near  Harrison's  Landing^  Ya,., 

No.  21.  )  July  7,  1862. 

Brave  Comrades:  As  one  of  your  generals  who  has  shared  in  your 
perils,  so  I  sympathize  in  your  cheers  for  victory  when  I  pass.  The 
name  of  this  division  is  marked.  Southern  records  are  full  of  you.  In 
attack  you  have  driven  them,  when  assailed  you  have  repulsfid  them. 
Be  it  so  to  the  end.  New  regiments,  we  give  you  a  name;  ingraft  on  it 
fresh  laurels.  Comrades  in  battle,  let  our  greeting  be  with  a  cry  ot 
defiance  to  the  foe.  After  the  iight  one  greeting  of  victory  for  ourselves. 
This  done,  remember  that,  like  yourselves,  I  have  my  duties  of  labor  in 
which  I  must  move  unobserved  as  a  true  brother  in  hand  and  heart  of 
this  our  warrior  division  family.    Success  attend  you. 

Bv command  of  Major-General  Kearny, commanding  Third  Division: 

ALBXANDEK  MOOKE, 
nil  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  July  7, 1862—^.45  p.  m. 

General  Feanklin, 

Harrison''s  Bar: 
By  accident  it  was  omitted  to  notify  you  Saturday  that  as  a  token  of 
acknowledgment  of  your  military  services  you  are  nominated  as  brevet 
brigadier  in  the  regular  army  and  major-general  of  volunteers. 
^  ft  •'  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[ll.J 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  July  7,  1862. 

Major-General  DiX: 

The  President,  with  Assistant  Secretary  Watson,  are  on  board  the 
Ariel  for  Fortress  Monroe  to  visit  you.  They  left  here  at  2  o'clock,  and 
will  probably  reach  Old  Point  by  morning.  ^^^^^  ^  gxANTON. 

[11.] 
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General  Ordeks,  )  Headquarters  King's  Division, 

No.  64.  )  Fredericksburg,  July  7, 1862. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Augur  having  been  assigned  to  the  command 
of  a  division  in  the  corps  of  Major-General  Banks,  he  is  relieved  from 
duty  in  this  division. 

II.  Colonel  Sullivan,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, will  assume  command  of  Augur's  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  King: 

R.  CHANDLER, 
[12,]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va,,  July  8,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Morell, 

Commanding  Division : 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  will  ride  through  the  camps  this 
afternoon.  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  have  your  com- 
mand ready  and  give  him  a  hearty  welcome.  The  President  will  visit 
General  Sunuier's  corps  first. 

V^y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 

(Same  to  Generals  Sykes  and  Seymour.) 

[11.] 


Special  Orders,  )    War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  157.  )  Washington,  July  9,  1862. 

******* 

9.  Brigadier-General  Van  Rensselaer,  inspector-general,  is  detached 
from  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  for  orders  under  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  He  will  then  proceed  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

[12.]  Ad,')utant- General. 


Headquarterh  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley,  July  9, 1862 — 3  p.  m. 
His  Excellency  the  President, 

Fort  Monroe  : 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  : 
I  feel  quite  confident  that  the  enemy  have  fallen  back  to  vicinity  of 
Richmond.  Several  prisoners  verify  statement.  Our  cavalry  not  yet 
heard  from.  General  Davidson  found  enemy's  rear  guard  four  miles 
oft'.  As  yet  no  reason  to  believe  that  enemy  have  moved  toward 
Washington.    Shall  watch  closely  and  kee^p  you  informed  constantly. 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11-]  Major-General,  Commanding, 
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OlRCULAB.]  HdQRS.  FiFTH  PROVISIONAL   ABMY  CoRPS, 

Camp  near  Harrisonh  Landing,  Vu.,  July  ,9,  1862. 

The  coinmandiiig  geueral  takes  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  colors  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  recent  engagements,  and  sent  to 
the  War  Department  to  commemorate  the  services  and  of  the  regiments 
and  individuals  by  whom  they  were  taken:  One  flag  by  Sergt.  John 
Marks,  Company  I),  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  from  First  Ten- 
nessee Battalion,  at  battle  of  the  Cliickahominy,  June  27;  one  flag  by 
Sergt.  William  J.  Wittich,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
from  a  South  Carolina  regiment,  at  battle  of  Malvern,  July  1;  one  flag 
by  Private  William  John  Gallagher,  Ninth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Reserve  Corps,  from  Tenth  Alabama  Keginjent,  at  battle  of 
New  Market  Koad,  June  30;  one  flag  by  Private  Patrick  liyan.  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Reserve  Corps,  from  Eleventh 
Alabama  Regiment,  at  battle  of  New  Market  Road,  June  30;  one  flag 
by  Private  Isaac  Springer,  Company  K,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Reserve  Corps,  from  Eleventh  Alabama  Regiment,  at  battle  of 
New  Market  Road,  June  30.  The  commanding  general  regrets  to  say 
that  several  of  the  flags  taken  from  the  enemy  have  been  sent  away  by 
the  persons  into  whose  possession  they  came,  depriving  the  regiments 
and  soldiers  of  the  credit  justly  due  them,  and  which  they  certainly 
would  have  received.  In  the  same  manner  the  commanding  general 
learns  that  swords  and  pistols  have  been  taken  from  the  enemj'  and 
sent  away.  These  articles  properly  belong  to  the  Government,  and 
should  be  sent  to  the  Department  with  the  other  mementos  of  the 
war. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

July  9,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

If  it  has  not  already  been  done,  the  general  commanding  desires  that 
you  will  take  measures  to  remove  to  Old  I'oint,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
the  200-pounder  and  100-pounder  Parrott  guns  and  heavy  mortars  used 
by  us  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  also  any  serviceable  heavy  guns  that 
there  may  be  at  Yorktown  and  which  are  not  required  for  the  defense 
of  that  place  on  the  land  side.  Such  guns  as  are  not  wanted  and  it 
may  not  be  possible  to  remove  should  be  destroyed.  The  general 
desires  to  know  what  has  been  done,  under  instructions  previously 
given,  toward  removing  the  guns  from  Yorktown  and  vicinity.  He  has 
every  reason  to  believe  from  the  testimony  of  contrabands  and  prison- 
ers and  from  information  derived  from  other  sources  that  the  enemy 
has  fallen  back  from  our  front  in  the  direction  of  Richmond. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan :  ,  ^    ,,„ 

■'  S.  WILLIAMS, 

rj^j^  I  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berkeley,  July  11,  1862—3  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen,  J.  A.  Dix,  Commanding  at  Fort  Monroe  : 

The  enemy  have  retired  from  in  front  of  our  position,  his  right  at 
TTnirall's  iifinr  Malvern  Hill.     None  at  Long  Bridge  or  on  the  lower 
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Chickahominy.  None  of  his  troops  crossed  the  Long  Bridge.  Wliat 
news  have  you  from  the  cavalry  pickets  in  front  of  Williamsburg  and 
from  Yorktown  ? 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11.  J  Major- General,  Commanding, 

Spkcial  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

No.  11.  S  Washington,  D.  C,  July  11,  1802. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  0.  Augur  is  relieved  from  duty  in  King's  division, 
Third  Corps  d'Aruiee,  and  will  report  to  MajorGeneral  Banks  to  relieve 
Brigadier-General  Cooper  in  command  of  his  division  in  the  Second 
Corps  d'Armee.  The  officers  attached  to  the  brigade  staff  of  Brigadier- 
General  Augur  will  accompany  him,  and  will  be  i)laced  on  duty  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  division  to  which  he  is  assigned. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Cooper  is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Second 
Corps  d'Armee,  and  will  repair  to  Frederick,  Md.,  to  await  further 
orders. 

IF  *****  * 

V.  Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Greene,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  now  in  this  city, 
will  report  in  person  to  Major-General  Banks,  commanding  Second 
Corps  d'Armee,  for  duty  in  that  command.  Tiie  quartermaster's  de- 
partment will  furnish  the  transportation  for  Brigadier-General  Greeue 
and  staff  necessary  for  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

[12.]  Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 

Wnshinf/ton,  I).  C,  July  11,  18G2. 
Col.  George  D.  Ruggles, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  orders  of  July  10* 
requiring  troops  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  an  hour's  notice 
with  ten  days'  rations,  and  requiring  no  sniiplics  to  be  kept  on  hand 
except  such  as  are  necessary  for  this  purpose.  •  The  number  of  bag- 
gage wagons  now  with  the  several  divisions  and  brigades  of  this  corps 
are  not  sufficient  at  this  moment  to  admit  of  immediate  compliance 
with  the  order.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  general  command- 
ers to  make  at  once  requisitions  for  sufficient  additional  means  of  trans- 
portation to  enable  this  to  be  done.  The  number  of  wagons  on  hand  in 
the  corps  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  when  distributed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

[12.]  Major-General,  Commanding  Third  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Camp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  July  Ij,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  Sixth  Provisional  Corps: 
Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  Kimball's  brigade  be 
transferred  to  the  Second  Corps  and  ordered  to  report  accordingly  to 

•See  Vol.  XII,  Part  III,  p.  464. 
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General  Sumner,  and  that  you  replace  it  in  your  line  by  one  of  the 
brigades  of  Slocum's  division.  ^  ^         ^  '^^® 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Uj  I  S.  WILLIAMS, 

'     "J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 

General  A.  E.  Burnside  :  ^^"^^  '"'  ''"'• 

(Care  of  General  J.  A.  Dix,  Port  Monroe,  Va.) 

«  J^,^''k"""''"*^!"^  ^'^"^,'''*'  ^^esi'-e^to  «ee  you  upon  important  bu.siness 
and  \\ishes  you  to  come  here  at  the  earliest  moment  possible. 

r,,  I  S.  WILLIAMS, 

'I  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Vamp  near  Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  July  16,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Seth  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
major  general  commanding  the  names  of  the  following  officers  for  pro- 
motion for  distinguished  and  gallant  service  in  action  and  meritorious 
services  with  their  commands  during  the  late  march  from  the  Chicka- 
liommy:  Brig.  Gen.  (ieorge  Sykea,  commanding  division  of  regular  and 
volunteer  troops,  and  engaged  in  the  actions  of  Chickahominy  (Gaines' 
Mill),  Turkey  Creek,  and  Malvern.    Col.  James  McQuado,  Fourteenth 


,  Henryo. 

Hunt,  commanding  Eeserve  Artillery.  His  services  at  Malvern  were 
of  the  most  important  character  in  selecting  positions  for  and  locating 
his  batteries,  having  them  always  ready  and  throwing  them  into  proper 
position  at  the  projier  time,  and  gallantly  leading  some  of  them  into 
action.  To  his  forethought  and  good  judgment  and  the  efficiency 
of  his  artillery  is  dne,  as  much  as  any  cause,  the  result  of  that  battle. 
His  services  were  also  invaluable  at  Yorktown  and  in  the  contests 
before  lliclimond  in  supplying  proper  batteries  and  keeping  tliein 
always  efficient.  Col.  G.  K.  Warren,  Fifth  New  York,  commanding 
brigade  at  Hanover  Court  House,  Chickahominy,  Turkey  Bridge,  and 
Malvern.  No  better  soldier,  or  one  who  has  more  .justly  earned  his 
promotion,  can  be  found.  His  division  commander,  General  Sykes,  of 
his  services  at  the  last  three  actions,  says: 

Coloiiel  Warren,  with  tlie  practical  experience  of  an  aocomplislied  engineer,  his 
niitiriiig  industry,  unceasing  energy,  and  unsurpassed  gallantry  on  the  field,  won 
for  himself  promotion  which  cannot  be  too  soon  or  more  worthily  hostowed. 

Col.  W.  W.  Averell,  commanding  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for 
meritorious  services  during  the  campaign  in  front  of  Eichmond.  He 
acted  as  an  aide  to  me  at  Yorktown  (April  5)  and  again  at  Malvern, in 
both  of  which  actions  his  good  judgment  was  of  great  assistance  tome, 
while  his  services  at  Malvern  were  invaluable  in  rallying  with  his  regi- 
ment many  stragglers,  keeping  the  road  open  for  supplies  of  provisions 
and  ammunition,  and  his  conduct  on  the  held  was  an  example  to  any 
46  R  R — VOL  LI,  PT  I 
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one.  No  better  or  more  loyal  soldier  can  be  found.  Col.  Joseph  J. 
Bartlett,  Twenty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  brigade 
of  Slocum's  division,  Franklin's  corps,  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill. 
His  brigade  was  handled  with  skill,  ability,  and  courage,  and  his  judg- 
ment is  highly  spoken  of  by  General  Sykes,  under  whose  orders  he 
served  temporarily.  Lieut.  Col.  E.  C.  Buchanan,  commanding  brigade 
of  regular  corps  at  battles  of  Chickahominy  and  Malvern,  and  whose 
services  there  and  during  the  march  were  invaluable  and  gallant.  I 
have  now  nearly  prepared  a  list  of  officers  recommended  for  merit, 
which  I  shall  forward  as  soon  as  completed.  The  absence  of  reports 
from  commanders  of  brigades  and  divisions  of  the  services  of  their 
commands  in  the  late  actions  only  delay. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POliTER, 
[11.]  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Provisional  Corps, 

Near  Harrison'' IS  Latiding,  Ta.,  July  16,  1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  Seth  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarter!)  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the 
major-general  commanding  tlie  following  list  of  officers  whose  services 
entitle  them  to  reward  by  promotion  by  brevets.  The  following  I  pre- 
sent on  my  own  personal  knowledge  and  observation  on  the  field: 
Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Morell,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel 
Butterfleld,  lieutenant  colonel  Twelfth  Infantry,  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious conduct  at  Hanover  Court  House,  Cbickahominy,  and  Malvern ; 
Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds,  lieutenant-colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry, 
same  at  Chickahominy  and  Mechanicsville;  Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes, 
major  Fourteenth  Infantry,  same  at  Chickahominy  and  Malvern ;  Brig. 
Gen.  T.  Seymour,  captain  Fifth  Artillery,  same  at  Mechanicsville  and 
Chickahominy;  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Griffin,  captain  Fifth  Artillery, 
Yorktown,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern;  Col.  G.  K.  Warren,  captain 
Topographical  Engineers,  Gaines'  Mill  and  Turkey  Creek ;  Col.  W.  W, 
Averell,  first  lieutenant  Third  Cavalry,  Yorktown  and  Malvern;  Col. 
R.  O.  Tyler,  captain  Quartermaster's  Department,  Y"orktown  and  Mal- 
vern; Lieut.  Col.  H.J.  Hunt,  major  Fifth  Artillery,  Malvern;  Lieut. 
Col.  R.  C.  Buchanan,  Fourth  Infantry,  Chickahominy  (Gaines'  Mill) 
and  Malvern;  Lieut.  Col.  William  Hays,  captain  Third  [Second]  Artil- 
lery, Malvern ;  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Getty,  captain  Fifth  Artillery,  Malvern ; 
Maj.  A.  S.  Webb,  captain  Eleventh  Infantry,  Hanover  Court-House; 
Capt.  J.  H.  Carlisle,  captain  Second  Artillery,  Golding's  Farm  and 
Malvern;  Capt.  S.  H.  Weed,  captain  Fifth  Artillery,  Chickahominy 
and  Malvern;  Capt.  John  Edwards,  jr.,  captain  Third  Artillery,  Chick- 
ahominy and  Malvern ;  Capt.  John  C.  Tidball,  captain  Second  Artillery, 
Chickahominy  and  Malvern ;  Capt.  John  R.  Smead,  captain  Fifth  Artil- 
lery, Mechanicsville,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern;  Capt.  Henry  Ben- 
son, captain  Second  Artillery,  Hanover  Court-House,  Chickahominy, 
and  Malvern;  Capt.  La  Rhett  L.  Livingston,  captani  Third  Artillery, 
Malvern;  First  Lieut.  C.  P.  Kingsbury,  captain  Fifth  Artillery,*  York- 
town  (April  5),  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern;  Capt.  James  M.  Robert- 
sou,  captain  Second  Artillery,  Cbickahominy  and  Malvern ;  First  Lieut. 


"  So  in  original,  but  at  the  date  of  this  paper  C.  P.  Kingsbury  was  a  captain  of 
Ordnance  and  colonel  and  additional  aide-do-cainp. 
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C.  E.  Hazlett,  Fiftli  Artillery,  Yorktown,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern; 
Second  Lieut.  Horatio  B.  Reed,  Fiftli  Artillery,  Chickahominy  and 
Malvern ;  First  Lieut.  S.  ]!^.  Benjamin,  Second  Artillery,  Chickahominy 
and  Malvern;  First  Lieut.  A.  Ames,  Fifth  Artillery,  Malvern;  First 
Lieut.  A.  M.  Eandol,  First  Artillery,  Malvern;  Second  Lieut.  E.  W. 
Olcott,  First  Artillery,  Malvern;  First  Lieut.  M.  P.  Miller,  Fourth 
Artillery,  meritorious  services  at  Malvern, 

The  names  of  officers  will  be  continually  coming  in  with  the  various 
reports  of  division  commanders.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  presenting 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  general.  I  append  a 
list  of  names  presented  by  Brigadier-General  Sykes  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunt,  in  which  I  concur.  If  it  be  possible  to  rewar  I  members 
of  the  staff  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  the  following  officers  promoted 
for  gallant  conduct  in  the  actions  opposite  their  names,  in  most  of 
which  they  were  conspicuous  for  their  services  and  were  continually 
under  Are:  Capt.  F.  T.  Locke,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Yorktown, 
Hanover, Chickahominy,  and  Malvern ;  Joseph  Kirkland, aide-decamp 
of  the  major-general  commanding,  attached  to  my  staff,  for  Yorktown, 
Hanover,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern;  Capt.  William  P.  Mason,  aide- 
de-camp,  &c.,  the  same;  First  Lieut.  George  Monteith,  Fourth  Michi- 
gan, aide-de-camp,  the  same ;  First  Lieut.  John  F.  McQuade,  Fourteenth 
:New  York,  aide  de  camp,  Hanover,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern.  1 
have  also  to  bring  before  the  commanding  general  the  names  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Paul  von  Radowitz  and  Ma,i.  Herbert  Hammerstein,  both  aides- 
de  camp  to  the  major-general  commanding,  conspicuous  for  gallantry 
and  bravery  at  the  battle  of  the  Chickahominy,  where  I  had  enlisted 
their  services  with  those  of  Capts.  Louis  Phillipe  d'Orleans  and  Rob- 
ert d'Orleans,  aides  to  the  major-general  commanding.  I  know  of  no 
mode  by  which  the  personal  staff  of  general  offi(;ers  can  be  rewarded, 
and  if  there  is  none,  I  would  suggest  some  one  to  be  adopted  to 
encourage  those  who  are  so  much  if  not  more  exposed  than  any  other 
one  person  in  action. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 

rji  I  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 

No  206  ]      Camp  near  Harrisoyv's  Landing,  July  17,  itih^. 

*    '        '    *  *  *  *  *  *         J 

7    The  Fifth  and  Sixth  Provisional  Army  Corps  will  be  designated 
hereafter  as  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps,  respectively. 


*  * 


By  command  of  Major-General  McClellau:       ^  ^jlliaMS 

,^^  I  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Headquarters, 
Earperh  Ferry,  Va.,  July  17,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Whipple,        ,  „  ,,.  ^-j  . 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Baltimore,  Md.. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honorto  report  I  ^^f  ^''^K  s^t^^te  Mmtia 
the  location  of  the  stations  of  the  Eleve.i^th  New  York  StaJeMi^^^ 
viz,  placed  two  companies  at  Opequon  bridge,  abandoning  WadesviJie, 


724  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  "W.,  &  W.  VA.       [Chap.  LXin. 

oue  compauyat  Summit  Point,  one  company  at  Cameron,  and  four  com- 
panies with  headciuarters  of  the  regiment  at  Charlestown.  The  rebel 
cavalry  advancing  up  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  are  hovering  around 
Winchester  under  Beve|rlyJ  Kobertson;  numbers  from  1,500  to  2,000 
men.  Not  a  doubt  in  my  mind  but  it  is  the  intention  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication of  the  garrison  at  Winchester  by  breaking  up  the  Winches- 
ter railroad.  The  two  companies  at  Opequou  bridge  have  orders  to  hold 
that  bridge  regardless  of  consequences  until  all  the  supplies,  stores,  and 
sick  are  removed.  Probably  by  Saturday  all  will  be  brought  away. 
Summit  Point  is  where  the  railroad  and  turnpike  come  close  together 
and  M'here  a  cross-road  comes  in  from  Berryville.  Cameron  is  where 
the  road  from  Snicker's  Ferry  of  the  Shenandoah  crosses,  and  Charles- 
town  a  place  of  rendezvous,  sustaining  point,  and  outpost  to  this  post. 
The  Eleventh  New  York  State  Militia  is  commanded  by  Colonel  Maid- 
hof,  composed  of  Germans  of  the  better  class,  and  will,  in  my  opinion, 
give  a  good  account  of  themselves  in  action.  I  have  given  orders  to 
the  regiment,  as  well  as  to  the  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania,  stationed 
west  of  Martiusburg,  to  be  vigilant  and  on  the  alert  against  charges  of 
cavalry,  and  barricade  their  encampments  by  abatis  or  any  obstruction 
to  horsemen.  So  far  as  1  can  learn  llobertson  has  neither  infantry  nor 
artillery,  and  infantry  should  not  be  afraid  to  meet  him  wherever  be 
may  be  found. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MILES, 
[12. J  Colonel  Second  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army. 


Wab  Depahtment, 
Washington  City,  J).  C,  July  18, 1802— 2.30  ;p.  m. 
Major-General  Burnside: 

You  can  telegraph  me  fully  in  cipher  and  with  perfect  security;  or  if 
you  prefer,  come  and  see  me.     Do  just  as  you  think  best.* 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 
[11-]  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

July  18,  1862. 
Capt.  A.  J.  Alexander, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral  : 
Sill :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  there  was  one  squad- 
ron from  this  brigade  on  the  Kichmond  road  which  mistook  some  of  our 
own  pickets  for  those  of  the  enemy,  and  did  not  accomplish  much. 
Another  squadron  met  the  enemy  a  short  distance  beyond  Saint  Mary's 
Church.  No  skirmishing  took  place.  A  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
passed  to  the  left  of  the  second  squadron  and  threatened  the  Hank  of 
the  first.  The  pickets  which  were  out  last  night  have  returned,  and 
report  everything  quiet.  A  squadron  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry  was 
sent  to  Wilson's  Wharf  last  night,  and  four  squadrons  under  Major 
Ogle  to  Charles  City  Court  House,  to  cover  the  operations  of  the  engi- 
neers with  the  squadron  of  the  Fifth. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W^M.  W.  AVEKELL, 
ill-]  Colonel,  Commanding. 

*  This  in  reply  to  Burnside  of  1  p.  m.,  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  p.  326. 
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Headquarters  Army  or  the  Potomac, 
Gamp  near  Rarrisonh  Landing^  July  i'l,  1802. 
Brigadier-General  Stoneman, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  tliat 
he  ia  satisfied  the  enemy  cannot  safely  be  pusbed  at  present  with  cav- 
alry, beyond  Malvern  Hill,  but  that  he  Tvi.shes  yon  to  keep  their  sconts 
beyond  Turkey  Creek,  if  possible,  and  to  send  parties  to  the  right  of 
the  hill  to  ascertain  their  force  and  position  in  that  direction.  The 
general  is  sorry  to  hear  of  your  illness. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assintant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Another  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  negotiating  for  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  -will  be  held  at  Haxall's  at  noon  to-morrow.  The 
general  commanding  desires  that  no  demonstrations  may  be  made  in 
that  direction  on  that  day. 

S.  W., 

[11,1  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Winchester,  July  21,  1862. 

Col.  D.  S.  Miles: 

There  is  no  probability  of  evacuating  this  place,  nor  do  I  intend  to 
do  so.  The  rumors  concerning  Jacks(m  are  too  vague  to  be  relied 
upon,  and  if  he  should  come  he  will  never  get  possession  here  as  long 
as  I  liave  a  man  left. 

By  order  of  General  Piatt:  

BEN.  M.  PIATT, 

1 12.1  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  July  21,  1862—11  «.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  arrived  this  morning,  and  go  up  the  James  Elver  this  afternoon. 
General  Burnside  will  go.to  Washington  to- morrow.    The  Arago  has 
arrived  with  a  regiment  of  General  Wright's  division. 

JJNl^.   A-.   JJlA, 

1^.  1  Major-General. 

Special  Orders,  )     War  Dbpt.,  Ad.tt  General's  Office 

No  168  \  Washington,  July  22,  lb02. 

8    Brig.  Gen.  Q.  A.  GiUmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  repair  to  Wash- 
ington and  report  to  Major-General  Pope. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  ^   THOMAS 

,  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Virgikia, 

Washington,  July  23, 1862—10.03  ]).  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  T>.  Sturgis, 

Commanding  Reserve : 
Send  one  regiment  of  cavalry  now  with  you  and  one  brigade  of  Shields' 
late  division  to  report  for  duty  to  Major  General  Banks,  near  Sperry- 
ville.  This  brigade  will  be  assigned  by  General  Banks  to  Augur's 
division.  Send  the  other  brigade  of  Shields'  division  to  report  to 
Major-General  McDowell  at  Warrentoii.  These  troops  will  march 
to-morrow,  fully  equipped  and  provided  by  you  with  ample  transporta 
tion.  The  two  companies  of  First  Ohio  Cavalry  are  detailed  as  escort 
to  Major-General  Pope.  Direct  all  men  on  detached  service  from  these 
companies  to  join  at  once.  You  will  then  put  the  companies  in  march 
for  Warrenton,  there  to  report  to  the  commanding  general.  In  case  he 
should  not  be  there  upon  their  reaching  the  place,  they  will  report  to 
Major-General  McDowell  and  await  the  arrival  of  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Ahstraci  from  field  returns  of  ike   U.  S.  forces  commanded  J>y  Maj.  Gem.  Ambrose  E. 
Biirnside,  D.  S.  Army,  at  Neioport  l^ews,  Va.,  July  25,  1862. 
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Organization  of  the  U.  S.  forces  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E. 
Burnside,  U.  S:  Army,  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  25,  1862. 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Isaac  I.  Stevens. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  William  M.  Kenton. 


28tb  Massachusetts. 
8th  Michigan. 
50th  Pennsylvania. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Daniel  ].,icasure. 


46t,U  New  York. 
79th  New  York. 
100th  Pennsylvania. 


SECOND   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jes.sk  L.  Reno. 


First  Brigade. 


2(1    Maryland. 

6th  New  Hampshire. 


Second  Brigade. 


2lBt  Massachusetts, 
olst  New  York. 
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THIRD   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Geu.  John  G.  Parkk. 


First  Brigade. 


9th  New  York. 

89th  New  York. 

103(1    New  York. 

fll.l 


Second  Brigade. 


8th  Connecticut. 
11th  Connecticut. 
4th  Rhode  Island. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 

1.T  •   XN   ^   T,  Warrenton,  Va.,  July  3.5, 1862. 

Ma,].  D.  0.  Houston, 

Chief  Engineer  : 

Proceed,  accompanied  by  an  officer  of  tlie  staff  you  may  select,  to 
Culpeper  and  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  between  this  and 
tbat  point  on  the  scale  of  iive  inches  to  the  mile,  in  which  shall  be 
sketched  the  houses,  roads,  streams,  fords,  and  topography  of  the  coun- 
try generally.  Avail  yourself  of  such  information  as  can  be  obtained 
from  people  of  the  country,  contrabands,  &c.  See  Generals  Hatch  and 
Bayard,  commanding  the  cavalry  in  that  neighborhood,  if  not  too  far 
from  you,  and  get  from  them  such  information  as  they  possess  respect- 
ing the  resources  of  the  country  they  are  operating  in,  and  particularly 
reliable  information  as  to  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy's 
forces  in  front  of  them.  Examine  their  officers  and  scouts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  from  them  any  knowledge  they  may  have  acquired 
of  the  topography  of  the  country  which  they  have*passed  over.  Send 
any  sketches  or  maps,  if  they  can  be  had.  In  your  report  be  particular  to 
distinguish  between  facts  and  hearsay  statements,  giving  the  authority 
for  facts  reported.  Endeavor  to  secure  the  services  of  negroes  in  the 
vicinity  of  Culpeper  who  will  go  to  Gordonsville  and  Louisa  Court- 
House  to  gather  information,  and  for  this  purpose  you  are  authorized 
to  offer  liberal  inducements.  Every  one  hired  is  to  suppose  he  is  the 
only  one  sent  out  by  yon,  so  that  their  reports  may  be  comi)ared  on  their 
examination,  by  the  general  commanding,  to  whom  they  are  to  be 
brought.  See  the  commanding  officer  at  Culpeper,  General  Crawford, 
and  acquaint  him  with  the  object  of  your  mission.  If  anything  special 
occurs,  as  soon  as  you  arrive  there  send  back  word,  and  return  with 
your  party  day  after  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  General  McDowell: 

S.  F.  BAESTOW, 

[lU.J  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  25,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 
Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  you  are  not  well  pleased  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Middle  Department.  Wait  a  little  and  you  will  be  satisfied. 
To  day,  after  a  conference  with  several  members  of  the  second  branch 
of  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  members  have 
resigned  their  offices,  leaving  it  to  the  Union  party  to  elect  members 
that  will  vote  for  the  sum  necessary  to  raise  three  regiments  in  the 
city.  About  fifteen  minutes  since  they  tendered  to  me  their  resigna- 
tions, which  I  approved. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
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Special  Orders,  »         Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

I^o.  24.  I  Washington,  I>.  C,  July  36,  1862. 

Briff.  Gen.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  proceed  to  Winches- 
ter, Va.,  and  relieve  Brig.  (Jen.  A.  S.  Piatt  in  command  of  the  troops 
at  that  post.    Upon  being  relieved  Brigadier-General  IMatt  will^  rejiair 
to  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  report  in  person  to  Brigadier-General  Sturgis. 
By  command  of  Maior-General  Pope: 

E.  O.  SELFRIDGE, 
[12.J  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Special  Orders,  )     War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  173.  i  Washington,  July  27,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  his  present 
command  in  the  Army  of  Virgiuia,  and  will  await  orders  from  Major- 
General  Pope. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
[12.1  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Berlceley,  July  27, 1862 — 6'  a.  in.. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding   U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  1).  C. : 
From  wounded  and  liberated  officers  and  men  I  learn  that  large  re  en- 
forcements are  constantly  arriving  in  Richmond  from  south;  also  many 
supplies.    I  write  fully  by  this  mail.* 

G.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
[11,  j  Major- General. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Gorps, 

Harrison^s  Landing,  Va.,  July  27, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Seth  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
General:  In  my  recommendations  for  promotion  by  brevet  or  oth- 
erwise, I  omitted  the  names  of  the  following  officers,  some  of  whom  I 
particularly  mentioned  in  my  reports,  but  all  were  conspicuous  for  bold 
and  gallant  conduct  in  actions:  Maj.  Ernest  von  Vegesack,  aide-de- 
camp to  Brigadier-General  Butterfield,  distinguished  for  efficient  serv- 
ice at  Hanover  Court-House,  and  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at 
battle  of  Chickahominy.  Oapt.  T.  J.  Hoyt,  aide  de  camp  to  Brigadier- 
General  Butterlield,  for  distinguished,  gallant,  and  meritorious  services 
at  Hanover  Court-House,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern.  First  Lieut. 
J.  Elliott  M^illinms,  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  aide  de  camp 
to  Brigadier-General  Morell,  for  gallant  conduct  at  Hanover  Court- 
House,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern.  Second  Lieut.  Isaac  Si^ymour,  jr., 
New  York  cavalry,  aide  decamp  to  Brigadier  General  Morell,  for  gal- 
lant conduct  at  Hanover  Court-House,  Chickahominy,  and  Malvern. 
If  brevets  can  be  given  brigadier- generals  of  volunteers,  I  should  be 

*  See  July  26,  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  p.  333. 
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tTf^  '^^  ^\\^-  ^.^^  ^'  ^-  ^^''^^  ^revetted  for  meritorious  serv- 
ices at  Hanover  Court-House,  Ohickahomiuy,  and  Malvern 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
r.,  ,  F.  J.  PORTER, 

^     'J  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Special  Orders,  )        Headquakteks  Army  of  Virginia 

-^<^-  '■^^-  5  Washi7igton,  J).  C,  July  27, 1862. 

******* 
yi.  Brig.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  for 
duty  at  these  headquarters  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  168  cur- 
rent series,  Adjutant-General's  Ofdce,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the 
forces  under  Brigadier-General  Sturgis.  He  will  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  bturgis  without  delay. 

*****»♦ 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

R.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 
[l^-]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  |        Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

No.  26.  (  Washington,  D.  C,  July  2S,  1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Roberts  is  assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters 
as  chief  of  cavalry,  and  will  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

******* 
By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

R.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 
[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Army-  of  Virginia, 

No.  32.  ^  Cainj)  near  Sperryville,  Va,,  August  2,  1862. 

#*«***♦ 

II.  The  brigade  brought  to  this  place  yesterday  by  General  Tyler 
will  be  consolidated  with  the  brigade  under  Brigadier-General  Geary, 
which  will  be  known  as  the  First  Brigade,  General  Augur's  division. 
General  Tyler  will  return  to  Washington  and  report  to  General  Sturgis 
to  organize  a  new  brigade. 

#  #  '  #  «  *  *  # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope : 

R.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 

[12. J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
llarrison''s  Landing,  Va.,  August  4, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
General:  I  see  but  one  of  tlie  navy  boats  lying  within  reach  of  the 
points  especially  desired  to  be  protected  and  requiring  protection  more 
tiian  any  other  (as  involving  the  safety  of  the  parties  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river)  till  our  artillery  is  carried  over.  That  gun-boat  I 
think  does  not  sweep  the  neck  of  Coggius'  Point.    I  am  particularly 
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anxious  about  the  location  of  these  gun-boats  to-day,  ou  account  of  the 
nervous  condition  of  the  guard  on  Coggins'  Point  (Pennsylvania 
Eeserves).  The  boats  may  return  to-night.  Their  absence  may  be 
noted,  and  until  we  get  artillery  located,  the  command  at  Coggins' 
Point  will  not  feel  safe.  Five  hundred  regular  troops  under  Capt.  J.  D. 
Wilkins  will  be  there  to-night,  and  so  far  as  their  strength  will  suffice 
fear  nothing;  but  I  would  like  the  co-operation  of  the  gun-boats,  and 
for  them  to  lie  somewhat  fixed  in  their  position,  as  they  tend  to  keep 
the  enemy  from  a  raid.  The  commanding  oflicer  (Colonel  Sickel)  at 
Coggins'  reported  this  morning  the  appearance  of  cavalry  in  his  front; 
supposed  to  be  about  three  companies,  but  there  was  no  definite  infor- 
mation, and  I  have  sent  to  ascertain  the  real  state  of  affairs  there.  He 
withdrew  his  pickets  a  long  distance.  The  road  ascending  the  hill  is  not 
fini,«hed  for  artillery.  In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Avei  ell  (I  believe  with 
you)  I  have  called  upon  Colonel  Childs,  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
for  two  companies  of  his  regiment  (previously  indicated  by  him  as  the 
one  to  go  over  there),  and  they  will  cross  at  .'i  o'clock.  I  design  these 
merely  to  furnish  small  pickets  until  others  cross  and  all  get  into  posi- 
tion. I  propose  the  following  at  Coggins'  Point:  To  send  over  one 
battery  (12-pounders)  to-day  so  soon  as  the  road  is  ready,  which  will  be 
in  half  an  hour  (about  2.30),  and  to- morrow  another  battery  (horse  artil- 
lery). Tomorrow  I  send  a  brigade  of  at  least  1,500  men  under  General 
Butterfield  to  stay  two  days,  to  be  relieved  by  one  of  Sykes',  and  so  on 
through  the  corps.  As  soon  as  they  can  be  obtained  the  cavalry  will 
go  over,  and  reconnoitering  parties  employed.  At  Cole's  Landing  I 
have  200  men.  They  have  been  directed  [to  complete],  and  I  presume 
by  this  time  have  completed  the  rifle-pits.  No  gunboats  protect.  I 
presume  the  lower  battery,  under  General  Barry's  direction,  is  prepared 
to  lend  its  aid. 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POETEE, 
[11.]  Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Army  of  Virginia, 

No.  34.  )         Camp  near  Sperryville,  Va.,  August  4,  1863. 

II.  The  Purnell  Legion  will  proceed  via  Warrenton  to  take  post  as  a 
guard  on  the  line  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Kailroad  between  Cat- 
lett's  Station  and  Culpeper  Court-House.  The  public  stores  now  at 
Warrenton  will  be  sent  thence  via  Eappahannock  railroad  bridge  to  Cul- 
peper under  a  sufficient  escort,  to  be  furnished  by  this  regiment.  Upon 
arriving  at  Warrenton  Junction  the  colonel  of  the  regiment  will  proceed 
to  post  the  necessary  guards  at  the  bridges  along  the  line  of  the  road, 
commencing  at  Catlett's  Station.  Upon  reaching  the  Eappahannock 
he  will  establish  his  headquarters  and  the  greater  portion  of  his  regi- 
ment at  the  railroad  crossing  of  that  river,  and  will  then  send  forward 
the  public  stores  with  their  escort  to  Culpeper,  establishing  at  the  same 
time  the  necessary  guards  for  the  railroad  bridges  up  to  that  point. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  public  stores  at  Culpeper  the  escort  will  return 
to  the  headquarters  of  its  regiment  at  the  crossing  of  the  Eappahannock. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Pope: 

E.  O.  SELFEIDGE, 

[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 
.   ^.      ^  .      ,.     ,,  Sulphur  Springs,  August  4,  1863. 

Acting  Brigadier-General  Carroll: 

nn^f  hP  ^n.^^i  T^*"^  "^'^  "'°^?  "^'^^  y''"'^  ^"^^^«  "*  ^  to-morrow  morning 

^  n'hP  WtJr^"'^  you  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  liicketts,  Avbo 
will  be  between  yon  and  Jefferson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
[,„  I  S.  P.  BARSTOW, 

1     'J  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 
Colonel  DUFFI^,  Warrenton  Springs,  August  4,  1863. 

First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Rappahannock  Station : 
Colonel  :  It  is  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  that 
you  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  march  your  regiment  to  Culpeper 
Court-House  any  time  after  to-morrow  at  noon.  Meantime  ascertain 
the  best  crossing-place.  Go  below  your  present  position  to  examine 
the  fords.  Captain  Jewett,  aide  de-camp,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this, 
will  examine  between  this  point  and  your  present  station,  and  will 
report  the  result  for  your  information. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SCHRIVER, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  August  5, 1862. 
Commanding  Officer  Coggins'  Point,  James  River,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  address  you  as  follows 
in  his  name:  Your  command  is  to  occupy  the  defenses  on  Coggins' 
Point,  and  in  connection  with  the  gun-boats  prevent  the  enemy 
approaching  near  enough  to  injure,  with  their  guns,  our  shipping  and 
camxis;  also  to  secure  from  injury  working  parties.  Infantry  pickets, 
with  a  few  cavalry  for  messengers,  will  be  posted  sufficiently  far  in 
advance  to  prevent  small  parties  appi-oaching  and  observing  tlie 
camps,  and  to  give  warning  of  the  approach  of  parties  too  large  to 
drive  back  or  capture.  Cavalry  scouts  in  small  force  will  daily  be 
made  to  gain  information  of  the  enemy  and  pick  up  all  persons  found 
beyond  our  lines,  and  all  strangers  (black  or  white)  and  travelers. 
They  will  time  their  march  so  as  not  to  jjass  the  same  points  two 
days  in  succession  at  the  same  hour,  and  will  not  enter  houses.  The 
commander  will  always  caution  his  men  never  to  permit  themselves  to 
be  enticed  from  their  duty  or  put  off  their  guard  by  designing  persons. 
Extended  reconnaissances  or  reconnaissances  in  force  will  be  directed 
from  these  headquarters.  The  camps  of  the  troops  will  be  kept  as 
much  as  possible  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  under  shelter  from  the 
enemy's  fire  by  irregularities  of  the  ground.  The  cavalry  and  artillery 
camps  and  horses  should  be  well  in  rear  of  the  works,  and  also  under 
cover.  The  guns  will  always  be  in  position;  some  to  fire  over  the 
ground  by  Cole's  Landing.  The  gun-boats  are  stationed  to  render 
assistance  by  their  fire,  and  any  information  of  the  approach  of  the 
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euemy  should  be  made  known  to  Captain  Eodgers,  commanding  the 
Tioga  and  the  co-operating  fleet,  and  also  of  the  location  of  the  troops 
and  batteries,  and  in  case  of  a  strong  attack  the  pickets  sliould  retire 
in  a  manner  known  to  him,  so  as  not  to  be  fired  upon  by  his  guns. 
The  commanding  officer  will  report  by  signal  to  the  commanding  gen- 
eral all  information  of  importance,  and  send  in  every  morning  a  report 
of  what  has  passed  through  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours.  He 
will  send  here  all  persons  arrested  or  coming  into  the  lines.  This  letter 
will  be  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer  who  succeeds  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11. J  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Oedees,  }        Headquaeters  Akmt  op  Vikginia, 

No.  35.  \  Near  Sperryville,  Va.,  August  5,  1862. 

Y.  Major-General  Banks,  commanding  Second  Corps  d'Armee,  will 
move  his  command  to-morrow  to  some  point  near  Hazel  Eiver  on  the 
pike  between  Sperryville  and  Culpeper.  He  will  there  encamp  the 
command  and  await  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Pope: 

E.  O.  SBLFEIDGE, 

[12.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  op  Virginia, 

Warrenton  fiprings,  August  5,  1862. 
Colonel  DuFFiiS, 

First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry,  Rappahannock  Station  : 
Colonel:  You  will  march  to  morrow  morning  with  your  regiment 
to  within  a  mile  of  Culpeper  Court- House,  being  governed  in  selecting 
the  place  for  your  camp  by  the  advantages  it  affords  for  your  horses,  &c. 
liespectfully, 

ED.  SCHRIVEE, 
[12.]  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquaetees  Fipth  Aemy  Corps, 
Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  August  6,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  Buttbrfield, 

Commander  Coggins'  Point,  Va.: 
General  :  I  have  directed  General  Morell  to  send  you  two  regiments 
or  more,  to  make  at  least  1,000  men.  With  the  force  at  your  disposal 
I  wish  you  to  attack  the  enemy  at  brick  church  and  destroy  or  capture 
them  if  possible.  Leave  at  the  breast-works  a  good  support  for  the 
artillery  and  to  hold  the  intrenchments.  Use  the  cavalry  to  watch 
your  flanks  and  extend  reconnaissances  on  other  roads.  Since  taking 
the  initiative  we  have  the  morale  over  the  enemy,  and  I  doubt  not, 
with  the  vim  of  the  old  division,  your  command  will  maintain  it  and 
inflict  a  severe  blow  if  the  enemy  will  stand  long  enough.  The  regi- 
ments will  cross  the  river  at  12  o'clock,  when  the  water  is  high  enough 
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for  them  to  land.     Ambulances  will  follow.    I  hope  and  expect  tlie 
sacces.s  which  pertains  to  all  you  undertake  will  attend  you. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POKTBE, 

Major-Genera],  Commanding. 

I  Avill  try  to  send  you  some  contraband  guides.  If  the  enemy  occupy 
any  house  for  defense,  destroy  it,  leaving  some  indication  why  it  was 
destroyed. 

[11.1 


Special  Ordees,  ji         Headqtjakteks  Fifth  Corps, 

>  Camp  near  Harrison''s  Landing,  Va., 

No.  103.  )  August  C,  1862. 

**♦»»*.» 
3.  A  force  of  two  or  more  regiments  from  Morell's  division,  number- 
ing together  at  least  1,000  men,  with  the  proper  complement  of  officers, 
will  cross  tlie  river  this  evening  and  report  to  General  Eutterfield  for 
a  few  hours'  duty.  They  will  have  their  boxes  filled  with  ammunition 
and  take  rations  with  them.  Twelve  ambulances  will  follow  the  force 
at  daybreak.  The  troops  Avill  embark  from  the  ordnance  dock  at  12 
p.  m.,  landing  at  Coggins'  Point. 

******* 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  J.  Porter: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Thirij  Army  Corps,  Army  op  Virginia, 

Near  Culpeper,  August  7, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Bayard,  • 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Ten  Miles  South  of  Culpeper: 
General  :  It  is  the  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  that 
you  establish  a  line  of  estafets  between  these  headquarters  and  your 
camp  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  information  ])romptly.  Colonel 
Duftte's  regiment  has  taken  post  at  Vaughan's  Mill  and  he  has  been 
ordered  to  occupy  Eaccoon  Ford,  picketing  between  it  and  his  head- 
quarters as  well  as  on  the  roads  which  lead  west  from  the  road  between 
Culpeper  and  Raccoon  Ford.  A  sketch  of  the  country  in  your  vicinity 
is  with  the  engineer  who  left  here  for  your  headquarters  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


ED.  SCHRIVEE 


[12.1  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 

Culiieper,  August  7, 1862. 

Colonel  DuFFiE, 

Commanding  First  Rhode  Island  Cavalry: 
Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
First  Maine  Cavalry  has  received  orders  to  occupy  Raccoon  Ford  and 
to  do  generally  what  you  were  instructed  to  do  in  my  letter  of  the  6th 


734  MD.,  E.  N.  C,  PA.,  VA.,  EXCEPT  S.  W,  &  W.  VA.      [Chap.  LXIH. 

instant.    He  will  now  be  on  your  left  and  you  must  search  for  him  and 
his  pickets  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  SOHRIVEE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — You  will  perceive  from  the  above  that  you  are  not  at  Raccoon 
Ford,  and  from  your  statement  to  the  general  just  received  you  must 
be  at  the  Eapidan  crossing. 

[la-J  

Headquakters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

August  8,  1862—12.30  p.  m. 
[General  E.  D.  Keybs:] 

General  :  General  Pleasonton  reports  from  Haxall's  at  11.30  this 
evening  that  the  enemy  are  reported  as  having  been  seen  advancing 
toward  Malvern  Hill  to-day,  and  his  pickets  have  been  pressed  this 
evening  by  those  of  the  enemy.  The  general  commanding  desires  you 
to  give  instructions  to  that  part  of  your  command  that  is  out  in  the 
direction  of  Nelson's  farm  to  keep  their  jnckets  well  out,  and  if  they 
are  approached  by  a  large  force  to  retire  to  your  intrench  men  ts.  Gen- 
eral Pleasonton  has  been  instructed  to  fall  back  if  he  is  pressed  by  the 
enemy  in  force.  Your  pickets  should  (as  you  are  well  aware)  be  vigi- 
lant during  the  night  and  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

K.  B.  MAEOY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indoraement.] 

Headquarters  Fourth  Corps, 

August  9,  1862—2  a.  m. 
The  foregoing  is  communicated  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
division  commanders.     The  advanced   guards  and  pickets  will  be 
instructed  accordingly,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  and  care  will  be 
exercised. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Keyes : 

C.  C.  SUYDAM, 
[11.]  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Army  Corps,  Army  of  Virginia, 

Gulpeper,  August  8,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Bayard, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 
Sir  :  It  is  the  direction  of  the  ma-jor-general  commanding  that  you 
make  frequent  reports  to  these  headquarters  (until  further  orders)  as 
often  as  every  two  hours.  Take  occasion  to  report  briefly  your  posi- 
tion, that  of  your  pickets  and  of  your  grand  guard,  certainly  as  often 
as  they  are  changed.  Fever  lose  sight  of  the  enemy  and  make  accu- 
rate reports,  if  you  can,  of  your  position,  numbers,  &c. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  BARSTOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Allen  and  Colonel  Dufi&e.) 

[12.] 


